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TRAVELS 


THROUGH 

The United States of North America , Canada , & c. 

IN THE YEARS 1795, 1 796, AND 1797. 

-=S>.£3><=- 

PASSAGE FROM CHARLESTON TO NORFOLK. 

T HERE do not frequently occur opportunities of obtaining a paffage 
from Charlefton to Norfolk: the feafon was too far advanced to 
admit of travelling on horfeback through North-Carolina, and making 
in that Rate a fufficiently long ftay to acquire good information. After 
having waited a week for a veffel to convey me to Virginia, I had en¬ 
gaged a birth in a fioop : but my Charlefton friends thought it too much 
encumbered with paflengers to allow of my being conveniently accommo¬ 
dated on board, befides its being indifferently equipped ; and Mr. Grant, 
one of thofe gentlemen from whom I had experienced the greateft civili¬ 
ties at Charlefton, invited me to give the preference to a fmall veffel 
that was configned to him, which belonged to one of his friends at 
Norfolk, and which was to fail in two days. This veffel was not to be 
laden, to carry no other paflengers than the owner’s nephew and myfelf, 
and to take us in three days to Norfolk. Although I difliked the veffel 
on account of her fmall fize, as fhe was but of twenty-nine tons burden, 
yet the advantage of the other circumftances counterbalanced that objec¬ 
tion, and I thankfully accepted the offer: but, inftead of failing at the ex¬ 
piration of two days, ftie was delayed fix days longer: inftead of having 
no cargo. Are was laden with calks of rice even to the very cabin : in- 
ftead of a Angle fellow-paflenger, there were four: inftead of being a 
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cooo failer, the was as flow as a Dutch dogger: the captain was Igno¬ 
rant, lazy, carelels, and unacquainted with the difficult coaft of Non 1 

Carolina. „ . , , 

At length, after having encountered the mod fenous dangers on the 

fhoals of Cape Fear and Cape Lookout, which we ought to have left at 
the dillance of thirty miles ; after having had one of our mails four 
times fluttered by the feverity of the weather; after having run aground 
during the night on a bank in Chefapeak Bay, from which we extri¬ 
cated ourfelves with difficulty at the expence of four hours’. fevere 
labour; after having efcaped from feveral other perils to which the 
ignorance and negledt of our captain had expofed us; and after a moll 
unpleafant voyage of eleven days, we arrived at Norfolk on the 2Qth of 

May. 

Thus it often happens that the event is far from correfponding with 
the meafures planned by prudent forefight: but inconveniences and 
dangers are nothing when they are palfed; and thofe attached to fea- 
voyages leave a lefs llrong impreffion on the mind than any other. Be- 
fides, on fea, danger does not fubjeft the paffenger to any laborious 
exertions : for in that fituation, beyond all others, he is compelled to ac¬ 
knowledge himfelf fubjedl to the fway of uncontrollable neceffity. His 
condition, however, is not on that aeeotmt the more agreeable ; iar fiom 
it : but it affords a fort of melancholy confolation to a man already 
fatigued with untoward events, and predifpofed to bear with patience 
thofe further croffes of which he is deftined to be the fport. 

On my paffage I learned that our little veffel belonged to Colonel 
jp * * * the Britiffi conful, and principal of one of the moll opulent 
commercial houfes in Norfolk, which, however, does not bear his name, 
but that of his nephew, Thomas H**** : for by the laws of England, and 
thofe of every nation who wiffi that the duty of their envoy ffiould be the 
primary objedt of his attention, a conful is not allowed to carry onany 
fpecies of commerce in the country where he is employed. But Colonel 
H * * * *, like fo many others, thus eludes that regulation, and employs 
his capital on his own account under the firm of his nephew, which he 
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dire&s as completely as if lie were the avowed principal in the bufinefs. 
It was with Mr. Morgan—who is not the colonel’s relative as Mr. Grant 
had informed me, but one of the perfons employed under him for the 
affairs of the confulate—that I failed : and from his converfation I had 
a new opportunity of obferving how uniformly all thofe who are em¬ 
ployed by the * * * * miniftry, and all fuch as have imbibed their prin¬ 
ciples, fpeak of the Americans with averfion and contempt. Such a dif- 
pofition on their part feems as little likely to furnifh motives that fhould 
render palatable the late treaty of amity and commerce, as the articles of 
the treaty itfelf. 

Since the revolution, * * * * has nominated, for her confuls in the 
United States, Americans who had been profcribed in their native 
country for having taken part in oppofition to the caufe of indepen¬ 
dence ; fhe has fent thither, as her minifters, men the mod violent in 
their opinions, and in their difcourfes againft the American nation. In 
the midft of peace fhe feizes her fhips, and preffes her failors ; fhe re¬ 
news thefe outrages with additional violence at the very moment of con¬ 
cluding the treaty of alliance; and the American government tgftifies no 
refentment of fuch proceedings. When we fee, as is the cafe at the 
prefent period, that morality and honefty are utterly difregarded in poli¬ 
tics, it is eafy to account for the conduit of * * * * in this particular ; 
but that of the American rulers is wholly unaccountable. 

In failing out of Charlefton Bay, we croffed the bar by the north 
paffage, near Sullivan’s Ifland : this is the narrowed; and fhalloweft of 
all the paffages ; but it was more than fufficiently deep for our purpofe : 
we had a good pilot on board : and thus with perfect fafety we abridged 
our courfe by a dozen of miles. A few days before, a fhip from Ja¬ 
maica, a valuable prize taken by a French privateer, had been loft 
through the mifmanagement of a drunken pilot, who ran her aground 
in conducting her through the middle paffage, which is the deepefl of 
all. The nature of the fand which compofes the bank is fuch, that in 
a few hours, it fwallows up whatever touches upon it, and that the fhip 

in 
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in queftion, from which onlyaf ew bales of coffee could be faved, totally 
difappeared in twelve hours, hull and malls, fo that not a veftige of her 
was any longer to be difcovered. 

ENTRANCE INTO ELIZABETH RIVER. 

Thofe veffels which, as was the cafe with ours, are bound for Nor¬ 
folk, fleer to the left after they have paffed between Cape Henry and 
Cape Charles, which form the entrance of the Chefapeak. On Cape 
Henry is eredted a fort which is feen from a great diftance. Behind it, 
and oppolite to the entrance of this vaft bay, and a little to the left, is 
Hampton Road. We approached within fight of it in order to gain 
Elizabeth River, after having paffed by the mouths of James and Nan- 
femond Rivers* 

STATE OF VIRGINIA.—NORFOLK AND PORTSMOUTH. 

Norfolk is built on Elizabeth River, at nine miles from the fpot 
where it difcharges its waters into the bay. In the intervening fpace 
there are few houfes, and thofe few almoft all prefent a wretched ap¬ 
pearance. An almoft uninterrupted fucceflion of pines are the only 
object which meets the voyager’s eye. Erancy Ifland lies nearly in the 
middle of the river at a Ihort diftance above its mouth. Two points of 
land, which approach within a quarter of a mile of each other in front 
of Norfolk, are ftrengthened with forts which are capable of fuccefsfully 
defending the entrance. That on the Norfolk fide is in better condition 
than the other, which, however, might be fpeedily repaired, and at no 
great expence. 

The town of Norfolk was entirely burned at the commencement of 
the war, by order of Lord Dunmore, who was at that time governor of 
Virginia for the king of England. Not a fingle houfe remained Hand¬ 
ing : and the damage was eftimated at a million and half of dollars. The 
Englifh who now inhabit the town, alhamed of that a<ft of barbarity, 
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aflert that Lord Dunmore gave orders only for the burning of the ware- 
houfes on the wharfs, for the purpofe of facilitating the defence of the 
place, and that it was the Americans themfelves who burned the re¬ 
mainder of the town by order of the committee of fafety of the legifla- 
ture of Virginia. It is not forgotten how a few years ago the Jacobins 
in France faid that the arillocrats were themfelves the perfons who fet 
fire to their own chateaux. Party-animofity prompts men to advance the 
groffeft abfurdities, and caufes them to be believed even by thofe who 
relate them.—Mankind are every where the fame :—an obfervation, of 
which the truth is univerfally acknowledged. 

Portfmouth, a fmall affemblage of houfes on the oppofite fide of 
the river, did not fhare in the conflagration of Norfolk. From its 
fituation it feemed entitled to expe<ft all the commerce of Elizabeth 
River : at its quays the greateft depth of water is found : at the higheft 
tides, it is there twelve feet deep, whereas it is only fix at Norfolk: the 
pump-water at the former place is not brackifh, as at the latter: the foil 
on which the town is built is more dry, and the air more falubrious. 
But, at the conclufion of the peace, the inhabitants being incenfed 
againft the Englifh, refufed to admit any merchant of that nation, or 
any new-comer whofe political principles were liable to fufpicion. To 
this rancorous difpofition was attributed a political motive of a lefs 
generous kind—an apprehenfion on the part of the American merchants 
who had remained at Portfmouth, left the new traders who might come 
to fettle among them, fhould, by the advantage of bringing in greater 
capitals than they themfelves poffefled, be enabled to outdo them in the 
line of commerce. 

However this may be, the confequence has been, that the inhabitants 
have removed to the oppofite fide ; that Norfolk has been rebuilt, and 
that its trade is twenty times more confiderable than that of Portfmouth: 
nay, the few merchants who ftill refide in the latter town, purchafe at 
Norfolk almoft all the articles that conftitute their cargoes, and fome of 
them even have their compting-houfes there. 

Portfmouth, which, in a very great fpace, contains at prefent only 

about 
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about a hundred houfes, and whole llreets run in very fhaight lines, 
wears the appearance rather of a town recently traced out than of one 
already built. A lmall market is held there, but it is indifferently fup- 
plied : there is alio an epifcopalian church, a tolerably handfome build¬ 
ing, in which, as in all the churches of Georgia, Carolina, and Vir¬ 
ginia, a peculiar ftation is allotted to the negroes, who are not allowed 
to mingle with the whites. 

At the dole of ,the year eighty-three there were not yet twelve houfes 
rebuilt at Norfolk : at prefent the number is between feven and eight 
hundred. It is one of the uglieft, mofl irregular, and molt filthy towns 
that can any-where be found. The houles are low and unfightly, 
almoft all conftruded of wood, and ereded without any attention to 
make them regularly line with each other; not twenty of them are built 
of brick. The flreets are unpaved : the town is furrounded by fwamps: 
the naftinefs and flench which prevail in it are exceffive, and add to the 
natural infalubrity -of the fituation, and of the climate which is ex¬ 
tremely hot. The magiftrates, it is faid, have fometimes attempted to 
introduce into the place a greater degree of order, and efpeciallv of 


cleanlinefs: but thefe regulations have not been attended to; and 
nobody is any longer willing to ad as magiflrate. 

From thefe concurrent fources of unhealthinefs it refults that difeafes 
are habitual at Norfolk in fummer -and autumn, and that malignant 
epidemics are there frequent. Laft year the yellow fever is faid to have 
carried off there five hundred perfons from a population of four thou- 
fand. Three hundred died at the time the diflemper prevailed ; the 
others fell vidims to its confequences. The inhabitants of Norfolk, 
even thofe among them who are the moll opulent, fancy that the ufe of 
wine and flrong liquors furnifhes them with a prefervative againfl the 
infalubrity of the climate ; and they make liberal ufe of the remedy. 
Previous to the war, the town is faid to have contained eight thoufand 
inhabitants. 

Norfolk carries on a confiderable trade with Europe, the Antilles, 
and the Northern Hates. Her exports are wheat, flour, Indian corn, 
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timber of every kind, particularly planks, ftaves, and fhingles, fait meat 
and fifh, iron, lead, flax-feed, tobacco, tar, turpentine, hemp. All 
thefe articles are the produce of Virginia, or of North Carolina, which 
latter ftate, having no fea-ports, or none that are good, makes her ex¬ 
portations principally through thofe of Virginia. 

Norfolk is the only port for the fouthern part of this extenfive ftate : 
for, as no veflels above the burden of a hundred or a hundred and twenty 
tons can go up to Peterfburg or Richmond, the produce of the back 
country which is brought to thofe places by laud, is for the moft pait 
fent down in lighters to Norfolk, whence it is 'exported. Thus, this 
port almoft fingly carries on all the commerce of that part of Virginia 
which lies fouth of the Rappahannoc, and of North Carolina far 
beyond the Roanoke. 

They are at prefent forming a canal, which, pafling through the 
Difmal-Swamp, is to unite the waters of the fouth branch of Elizabeth - 
River, or rather of Dup-Creek which falls into it, with Albemarle-Sound, 
by the river Pafkotank, and which will thus confiderably fhorten and 
facilitate the communication between North-Carolina and Norfolk. 
This canal, to which the two legiflatures of North-Carolina and Vir¬ 
ginia have feverally given their landion, is carried on by iubfcription : 
it is three years fince it was begun ; and in three years more it is ex- 
peded to be finifhed. It is to be twenty-eight miles in length, and to 
run through a foil which is faid to be very favourable for the purpofe, 
and eafily worked. Five miles of it are already dug on the Virginia 
fide, which I examined with fome care, and thought very well executed: 
the fame length is alfo dug on the fide of North-Carolina. The Difmal- 
Swamp has lefs folidity than any other which I have ever yet feen : but 
the earth which is dug for the paflage of the canal, hardens in the air,, 
and makes an excellent dike. 

What muft appear very furprifing, is, that, for this canal which already 
feems in fuch a ftate of forwardnefs, no levels have been taken. It is 
not yet known what number of locks may be necefl'ary, and even whe¬ 
ther any will be requifite: confequently it is impoflible to afcertain what 

may 
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may be the expence of completing it, or even whether the fuccefs of the 
undertaking can be depended on. It is thus almoft all the public works 
are carried on in America, where there is a total want of men of talents 
in the arts, and where fo many able men, who are perhaps at this 
moment unemployed in Europe, might to a certainty make their for¬ 
tunes at the fame time that they were rendering elfential fervice to the 
country. 

The exportations from Norfolk amounted, in l/Ql, to 1,028,789 
dollars—in 1792, to 1,147,414—in 1793? to 1,045,525—in 1791? to 
1,687,194—in 1/95, to 1,934,827—and already to 1,088,105 dollars 
for the firft quarter of the current year ( 1796 ). When we confider 
the increafe in the exports for fome years back, we rauft recoiled that 
the difference is much more confiderable in the value than in the quan¬ 
tity. The neceffities of Europe have more than doubled the price : and 
although it be certainly a fad that the clearing of new grounds augments 
the quantum of produce, that augmentation bears no proportion to the 
difference of value prefented by the tables for three years back, fent in 
from the different cuftom-houfes. In giving a combined view of the 
details of the exportation of the three principal articles of the produce of 
the country for the laft five years, I furnifh an additional proof of my 
affertion. 


QUANTITIES. 

YEARS. 

1791 - 

1792- 

1793- 

1794 . 

1795 -" 1 

Barrels of Flour ..... 
Bufhels of Indian Corn . . 

Cafks of Naval Stores . . 

35.071 

341.984 

29,376 

45.909 

286,834 

44,665 

52,836 

258,735 

26,753 

78,981 

211,313 

23,286 

66,527 

442,075 

14,704 

VALUE OF THOSE ARTICLES. 

Flour . 

Indian Corn. 

Naval Stores. 

Dollars. 

191,639 

120,733 

5 2 >333 

Dollars. 
242,3 57 
104977 
62,63 1 

Dollars. 

296,415 

254,264 

45,014 

Dollars. 

436,352 

105,661 

45»5°4 

Dollars. 

629,384 

1*2,499 

33,111 


Thus we fee that a barrel of flour, whofe medium value in 1791 
was five dollars and fifty-five cents, in 1792 five dollars and three cents, 
In 1793 five dollars and fifteen cents, in 17 Q4 five dollars and fifty-fix 

cents, 
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cents, rofe in 1705 to nine dollars and thirty-five cents ; and that Indian 
corn, which is an article of only fecondary demand, was at thirty-feven 
cents the bufhel in 1791 , at fifty-four in 1702, at fixty-one in 1703, at 
fifty-one in 1704, and at fixty-fix in 1705. 

The comparative table of the prices of timber for the five preceding 
years exhibits the fame augmentation of price. 


Years. 

Hogfhead Staves 

Barrel 

Staves, 

per 

thoufand. 

Heading, 

per 

thoufand. 

Boards, 

per 

1 hundred 
feet. 

Shingles, 

per 

thoufand. 

Square 1 
timber, 
per 

hundred 

feet. 

White Oak, 1 

per 

thoufand. 1 

Red Oak, 

I P e . r 

| thoufand. 

I 79 I * 
l 79 % ' 
1793- 
1794. 

l 795- 

Doll. Cents. 

16. 66 

16. $6 

16, 66 
20. ,, 
20. 15 

Doll. Cents. 

ii. 66 

5 ° 

X S- 

14. 50 

Doll. Cents. 

» 33 

10. „ 

IQ>. „ 

IO. „ 

IO. „ 

Doll. Cents. 

20. „ 

20. „ 

20. „ 

20. „ 

v 

Doll. Cents. 
1. 50 

1. 50 

1 . 50 

2 . „ 

2. 50 

Doll. Cents. 
2 . „ 

2 . » 

2. y> 

2. 50 

3* 

Doll. Cents. | 

12. „ 

12. >, 

12. „ 

12 . „ 

13 * » 


With refpeCt to the naval ftores, as they confifl of various articles ex¬ 
tremely different in value, and as I am not furnifhed with the particulars, 
I cannot fubjeCt the amount of the general eftimates to the fame com- 
parifon as thofe of the wheat, Indian corn, and timber. 

Exclufive of the flour exported from Norfolk, there is drawn from 
the flate, through fhat and other ports, a great quantity of wheat, which 
is taken by the merchants of Philadelphia and New-York, or the millers 
of Brandiwine, who manufacture it into flour which they export to 
Europe. Good mills are not very common in Virginia; and the want 
of capitals to ereCt a fufficient number of them does not allow the Vir¬ 
ginians to enjoy the great advantages arifing from the manufacture 
of flour, which they have hitherto reiigned to the other ftates. The 
high price of wheat this year, and the hope that it would rife ftill higher, 
have kept in Virginia a confiderable quantity of that commodity: and, 
in confequence of this fpeculation, which the prefent flate of the market 
fhews to have been ill-founded, the planters and the millers have on 
hand a greater flock of the article than they have ever had in the pre¬ 
ceding years at the fame l'eafon. 
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The fame is the cafe with refped to the tonnage of the different 
American ports; its increafe is in great meafure owing to the circum- 
ffances of the war, which render the American bottoms the only vehicles 
that afford any tolerable fecurity for. the tranlportation of thofe ai tides 
of American produce of which Europe and the colonies Hand in need, 
and confine in their own ports the merchant fhips of f ranee, England, 
Holland, &c. until the return of peace. Ten years ago, Norfolk could 
not reckon ten large veffels of her own j whereas at pieient fhe poi- 
feffes fifty of. that defeription, exclufive of fifty others of fmaller fize 
particularly employed in the trade to the Antilles. Under the name 
of Norfolk are to be underflood Norfolk and Portfmouth ; for thofe 
two places, though other wife diftind, conflitute but a fingle port of 
entry, and are both fubjed to the fame cuflom-houfe. The prefent 
tonnage of Norfolk is 15,50; tons, exclufive of the veffels employed in 
the coafting trade. 

The danger of fmuggling which might be carried on by veffels coming 
from foreign countries, and difeharging their cargoes in James or York 
river, induced the congrefs to enad a law prohibiting veffels bound to 
Richmond, Peterfburg, or York-town, from entering thofe rivers without 
having on board a cuftom-houfe-officer, whom the captain comes or 
fends for to Norfolk. This precaution, which operates as a partial 
check on that illicit trade, does not however entirely reprefs it; and I 
have been affured that it is carried on to a confiderable amount along 
the fhores of the Chefapeak, notwitliflanding the vigilance of two fmall 
veffels belonging to the government of the Union, which are conflantly 
cruifing with a view to prevent it. 

The exportation of tobacco from Norfolk has, by the diminution of 
the culture of that article in Virginia, been reduced above one third 
within thelaft five years. In 1793, it amounted to 15,002 hogfheads— 
in 1791 , to 11,052—and in 1795, to 9 , 9 08. I have not been able to 
procure an accurate flatement of the quantities exported in 1791 and 
1792. 

Many Englilh commercial houfes are eftablilhed at Norfolk; and the 
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merchants of that nation hate the Americans here as well as throughout 
almoft the whole of the United States. They break out into inve&ives, 
and are lavifh of contemptuous expreffions, againft the country which 
enriches them. We ought never to wonder at the effe&s of prejudice 
and paffion: yet, in Order to account for this prepofterous conduft, it 
is neceffary to recoiled that the generality of thofe merchants, who are 
but the agents of different houfes in England, are men utterly deftitute 
of education: for the better fort of Englifh merchants eftablifhed in 
America are not guilty of fuch blameable condud. 

The animofity of the Englifh merchants refiding at Norfolk is further 
exafperated by the prefence of a conful who is a native of America, a 
loyalift, who bore arms againft his country during the war between 
the colonies and Britain, and who, in addition to the politics of 
the Britifh cabinet, feels the fpur of perfonal rel'entment for the con- 
fifcations he has fuffered. Public opinion however is unanimous in his 
favour with refped to his condud in the war, which was very different 
from that of feveral officers who fo ftrikingly derogated from the ho¬ 
nourable character which the Englifh nation is generally allowed to 
poffefs. 

This year England procured from Virginia a number of horfes to 
mount the cavalry which fhe propofed to fend to the French iflands ; and 
thofe fupplies, which at every former period had always been confidered 
as warlike ftores, were by the American miniftry accounted ordinary 
merchandize : confeqitently their exportation was authorized by law, 
notwithflanding the remonftrances of the French conful. But fortune 
has not proved l'o favourable to the‘Britifh plans as the council of the 
United States for, of four hundred horfes already fhipped off, only 
one hundred and fifty lived to reach the place of their deftination, and 
arrived there in bad condition. A veffel which had about a hundred 
on board did not preferve a tingle one of the number. The precautions, 
taken for the tranfportation of three hundred more that yet remain at 
Norfolk, being the fame as thofe adopted with refpe£t to the former, 
the fame refult muft inevitably enfue; and the fame will probably 
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be the fate of five hundred others now purchafing in North - Ca¬ 
rolina. 

If the circle of Englifh merchants and the creatures of the conful at 
Norfolk indulge in angry inve&ive againft the Americans and the party 
attached to France, the merchants and other members of the community 
who have embraced the contrary party, fupport it with equal warmth : 
fo that nought but divilion reigns at Norfolk in confequence. But the 
prevailing opinion there is in favour of the French. This warmth of 
animofity, as much as the unhealthinefs of the climate, retards the increafe 
of Norfolk, where few new merchants come to fettle, notwithftanding 
its advantageous fituation tor commerce. It cannot however be doubted 
that the temptation held out by the hope of making a fortune will fooner 
or later counterbalance thofe inconveniences, as it has, in the cafe of 
thofe merchants who are already fettled there, prevailed over the pro¬ 
bability of difeafes.—I have every-where heard the Prelident of the 
United States mentioned with great refpedh 

In all Virginia there is but a fingle bank eftablilhed—that of Alex¬ 
andria, which confequently affords to the commerce of Norfolk no 
other aid than that of its paper, which in every part of the flate is ac¬ 
cepted as cafh, when indorfed with a good name. In Norfolk there 
are not many opulent houfes, very few whofe commercial enterprizcs 
are of confiderable magnitude, but feveral that carry on trade to a more 
limited extent. 

Agriculture can hardly be faid to exift in Norfolk county, or in that 
oi Prmcefs Ann, which borders on it. Thefe two counties do indeed 
produce fome Indian corn : but the lands would, from their nature, 
require great attention and labour to render them produ&ive of good 
crops, efpecially along the borders of the Chefapeak and the fea-coaft. 
The landed property is much divided; and the inhabitants, who in general 
are not in very eafy circumftances, devote themfelves rather to the fell¬ 
ing of timber than to the cultivation of the foil. Scarcely does the 
fize of their gardens exceed half a fcore perches : they cut down trees 
on their own lands and wherever elfe they find them of any value ; 
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and they fquander their whole earnings on ftrong liquors, as is the pra&icc 
with all thole who lead that kind of life. Yet they are in the habit of 
gaining above a dollar per day, dedu&ion being made for the convey¬ 
ance of the timber to the river-fide ; and the expence of this tranfport- 
ation is about one half of the value of the article thus tranlported. This 
timber is purchafed by merchants at Norfolk, who derive a conliderable 
profit either from the employment or re-lale of it. 

The plantations in the interior parts of thefe counties, being fome- 
what better cultivated than • the borders of the fea or of the rivers, 
furnilh the Norfolk market with fait beef and pork in fufficient quantity 
even for exportation. 

In all thefe parts, land is fold at from fix to feven dollars per acre; 
and often the value of the timber which it offers for the axe amounts to 
four or five times the price of the original purchafe. 

From eighty to ninety veffels of different dimenfions are annually 
built at Norfolk. The price of building is, for the hull on coming 
from the hands of the carpenter, twenty-four dollars per ton for thofe 
of above a hundred and twenty tons. Ready for fea, they coft from 
forty-feven to fifty dollars per ton. The prices have rifen above one 
fourth during the laft three years. The fhipwright’s wages are two 
dollars and three quarters per day.—Veffels of inferior dimenfions are 
much cheaper. A confiderable number of them are fold at Philadel¬ 
phia, and to great advantage.—Thefe fmall veffels are conftruCted for 
quick failingbut this port, in common with almoft all thofe of the 
Chefapeak, labours under, the inconvenience of worms which attack 
the veffels from June to September, and do them material injury. 

The vicinity of Norfolk is abundantly productive of workmen of 
every kind—of failors, of fea captains—and Virginia is not in this 
refpeCt dependent on the Northern ftates, as are Carolina and Georgia. 
There is at Norfolk a tolerably good fchool for boys, but it is lately 
efiablifhed : it is what is commonly called a grammar-fchool. Forty 
dollars per annum is the fum paid for each pupil. There is no 
fchool for girls, except thofe where they learn to read : and fuch parents 

as 
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as wifh to give their daughters any further education, fend them to 
Williamfburg or Baltimore. 

The courts of the juftices of the peace for the police of the city and 
its environs are held at Norfolk ; the county-court is held at Suffolk, 
another town about eight miles diflant from the former. The prifons 
are final 1, and ill conducted : there is no walk for the prifoners : they 
are fed by the jailor, who receives for each a fhilling per day. 

The market at Norfolk is held every day, but it is not w r ell furnifhed. 
The beef, however, is better here than at Charlefton : it cofts ten pence 
the pound ; mutton, veal, &c. a fhilling ; flour, fourteen dollars the 
barrel. A common workman is paid a dollar per day, befides his board. 
The cord of fire-wood cofts three dollars ; hickory-wood, half a dollar 
additional. The hire of a negro is from eight to ten dollars per month. 
The medium rate of houfe-rent is two hundred and thirty dollars. The 
price of lots in the town is from nine to ten dollars the foot in front, on 
a depth of feventy feet. Fi£h is very abundant in the river and the bay. 
The Virginia currency is fix fhillings to the dollar, ten dollars making 
three pounds. 

Mr. Plume, a native of Ireland, an adive and intelligent man, who 
fettled at Norfolk before the American war, conducts there a tannery 
and rope-walk, in which he employs as workmen his own negroes. He 
manufactures to a large amount, furnifhes a great part of the cordage 
confumed in the port, and fends his leather to every part of America. 
He procures almoft all his hemp from the back parts of Virginia; the 
remainder he derives from Ruflia. The latter, without being ftronger 
than that of Virginia, is more eafily wrought, and more readily receives 
the drefling. The country fupplies Mr. Plume nearly with all the hides 
he has occafion for: he neverthelefs gets fome from the heretofore 
Spanifti part of Sajnt-Domingo. 

It was intended that Norfolk fhould build one of the fix frigates of 
which the United States had determined to compofe their marine : but, 
fubfequent confiderations having influenced the Congrefs to adopt the 
rel'olution of reducing the number to three inftead of fix that were voted 
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two years ago, the other three frigates have been countermanded. That 
which was to have been built at Norfolk is among the number of the 
latter : it was begun at Gofport, a finall dependency of Portfmouth, 
where there are dock-yards for the conftruCtion of the largeft veffels. 
I have feen the beginning of the intended conftruSion : only the keel 
and forne of the principal ribs are put together : but the timber neceflary 
for completing the work is almoft entii'ely collected on the fpot, w r here 
it lies without workmen and without protection. It is confidently af- 
ferted that this collection of fine timber, which has not been procured 
without confiderable trouble, and efpecially an enormous expence, is 
going to be fold. It might, one would think, be much more advan- 
tageoully preferved for the ufe of the United States, who appear, by this 
order for its fale, difpofed to preclude themfelves from even the poffi- 
bility of reverting to their former refolution. 

The communication between Norfolk and Portfmouth is continual: 
it is carried on by fix row-boats belonging to a company, and by three 
fcows in which horfes and carriages are conveniently ferried over. The 
fare for each pafi'enger is one-fixteenth of a dollar: but, on paying fix 
dollars, a perfon may become free of the paflage for twelve months. 
Thefe boats are managed by negroes belonging to the company. It is 
not an unintereiling obfervation to remark that one of thofe negreos, 
named Semes, aged from thirty to five and thirty years, has learned to 
read and write by his own unaided exertions. His converfation an¬ 
nounces folid good fenfe, together w r ith an earneft defire of inftru&ion : 
and, after having feen him, it is not eafy to adopt the opinion of thofe 
who refufe to allow the negro race any confiderable portion of in¬ 
tellect. 

All the country about Norfolk is level, without any elevation. The 
width and beautiful forms of Elizabeth-River—thelittle town of Portfmouth 
on the oppofite Ihore—the great number of Chipping, fome at anchor, fome 
at the wharfs, fome under repair, fome building, enliven the profpeCt, 
and render it tolerably pleafing : but, without thefe acceflaries, it would 
be dull and infipid. The navigation of fifteen miles, which mud be per¬ 
formed in order to reach the beginning of the Difmal-Swamp canal, lies 

through 
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through a country equally flat, where the houfes are thinly fcattered, 
fmall and mean in appearance, and fituate each in the centre of a fmall 
patch of cleared ground not exceeding two or three acres. All along 
Elizabeth River and the creeks which flow into it, are built great num¬ 
bers of fmall veflels, which are almoft all intended for fale at Philadelphia. 

The temperature of the air at Norfolk is conftantly variable, as is the 
cafe in many other parts of America. It frequently happens that in 
the fame day the diverfity of two or three feafons is experienced. The 
eafterly and north-eafterly winds render the weather cold even in 
fuminer : from every other point the wind is accompanied with burning 
heat. At Norfolk, as in almoft every other part of America, fpring is 
unknown. The heat begins to be felt at an early feafon; and at the 
commencement of April, peafe, beans, thom-bufhes, and even rofe- 
trees, are in bloom. 

In every part of America through which I have hitherto travelled, 
the obliging civilities I have experienced have invariably proved how 
falfe and groundlefs are thofe prejudices which the French and Englifh 
fo obftinately entertain to the difadvantage of the Americans. Were I 
in this inftance to form my ideas from my own perfonal experience 
alone, they alfo might in like manner be branded with the appellation 
of prejudice : but I have found my opinion corroborated by that of 
every traveller whom I have had an opportunity of feeing, and who 
thought proper to judge for himfelf, uninfluenced by partiality. The 
friendly reception given to travellers in America, efpecially by thofe to 
whom they come recommended, 'is not confined to a dinner—the ufual 
return for letters of introduction : it is common to meet men, even men 
of little leifure, who devote to you as great a portion of their time as 
you think proper to engrols—who feek for the means of rendering your 
ftay agi'eeable—and this without compliment, with an appearance of 
fmcerity and fatisfadion which faves you from being embarrafled by 
their complaifance, and makes you feel it each moment more and more 
agreeable. As to me, who think myfelf by no means addicted to ex- 
aggeration, and who am far from being an admirer of every thing I fee 
in America, I confefs that I feldom quit a place where I have made any 

ftay, 
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flay, without thinking and acknowledging myfelf bound to entertain a 
fenfe of gratitude, of which I carry away with me a refolution of fooner 
or later proving the fmcerity. Major William Lindfey, Commiflioner 
of the Cuftom-houfe, is, of all the inhabitants of Norfolk, the individual 
v ith whom I have the moft particular reafon to be fatisfied. He is a 
man recommended by fimplicity of manners and goodnefs of heart, and 
is held in univerfal efteem. I am perfonally indebted to him for in¬ 
formation on a variety of fubje&s ; and to his amiable difpofttion to¬ 
ward me I am further indebted for the opportunities of acquiring fuch 
information as he could not himfelf furnifh me with. 

There are three churches in Norfolk: one, Proteftant-epifcopalian, 
which, like all the others of that feet in Virginia, is fubjeft to the in- 
fpHStion of the Bifhop of Williamfburg : another belongs to the Roman, 
Catholics, and the clergyman derives his powers from Mr. Carrol, 
Bifhop of Maryland : the third is a Methodift church, in which, as in 
all others of that denomination, there is an abundance of grimaces, howl- 
ings, and contortions. 

To the port of Norfolk, above any other in the United States, came 
the greateft number of colonifts efcaped from Saint-Domingo at the 
commencement of their troubles. The principal caufe of that choice 
was the circumftance that the convoy w^hich failed from Cape Francais 
after the conflagration of the town, put into Hampton-Road. Norfolk 
lies twenty miles from the road : and the warmth of the climate, the 
flaverr of the negroes which left it in the power of the refugee colonifts 
to employ thofe whom they had been able to bring off with them, and 
the kind reception which the inhabitants gave to the ill-fated fugitives, 
fixed them on the fpot. Private fubferiptions railed in all the towns of 
Virginia, together w 7 ith further fums voted by the ftate legiflature and 
by Ccngrels, afforded the unfortunate French inconteftable proofs of the 
benevolence and generality of the Americans. The people of Norfolk 
{bowed themfelves very warm advocates of the French caufe ; and, 
among feveral teftimonies which they difplayed of that difpofition, the 
Vol, II, D following 
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Following deferves to be quoted. The French convoy was preparing to 
quit the Chefapeak in order to proceed to the northern part of America: 
a report was circulated that the friends of * * * * tended to fend a 
pilot-boat to Halifax to give intelligence of their departure to the Eng 1 
fleet; and that very night all the pilot-boats were umigged. 

The number of French refident at Norfolk has confiderably dimimfh- 
ed. They have difperfed through the other parts of America, where 
there is hardly a town that does not reckon fome of their number among 
its inhabitants. 

I had great pleafure in meeting at Norfolk my friend Monfieur Guil- 
lemard whom I had left flck at Philadelphia ; but we are once more to 
feparate, and to meet again at Richmond. 

HAMPTON. 

A wherry, employed in tranfporting the mail from Norfolk to Hamp¬ 
ton, whence it is forwarded by land to Richmond, is the ufual convey¬ 
ance for paflengers who intend to purfue that route. In good weather, 
the paflfage, which is about eighteen miles, is performed in two hours : 
we were ten hours in crofiing, for want of wind : and as the tide was 
low when we arrived at Hampton, on the fecond of June, our negro 
failors miffed the narrow channel which leads to the town, and 10 com¬ 
pletely ftranded us on a bar which choaks up the entrance or the creek, 
that we were obliged to gain Hampton in a boat. This place is a fmall 
village, which the difficult entrance of its creek will prevent from ever 
becoming more conffderable. 

Hampton is the only place where, on proceeding from Norfolk, a 
perfon can debark who propofes to travel by land through this part of 
Virginia. The arrival of the Richmond ftage three times a week, and 
the refidence of a few pilots who were induced to choofe this fpot for 
the place of their abode on account of its proximity to the entrance of 
the Chefapeak, give to this petty village fome little {hare of activity, 

though 
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though indeed it is very little. The inn here is deteftable, and we could 
find in it but two fmall beds to accommodate five paffengers of us who 
arrived together. It is laid to be in contemplation to ereft a more con¬ 
venient one : fo much the better for thofe who may come after us. . For¬ 
tunately we were to quit this abominable lodging at two o clock in the 
morning ; and it was already eleven: hence this uncomfortable night 
was foon paft. But there was not a fingle morfel of bread to be ex¬ 
pected previous to our departure; and I flood in very great need oi 

fome. 

Heretofore there was a cuflom-houfe eflablifhed at Hampton. e 
exportations amounted, in 179 N to 1H93 dollars -in 1 / 92 , to 4,901 
in 1793 , to 11,789—in 179 *, to 41,Q47. In 1795, this cuflom-houfe 

■was united with that of Norfolk. 


YORK-TOWN. 

The road from Hampton to York-Town runs all along through woods: 
The patches of cleared land are yet rare and inconfideraoie in thio di- 
flriCl. One meets however with fome fields of Indian corn, meadows, 
crops of rye. Spots of feverai acres are feen inclofed with fences, which 
are even fometimes well. executed by means , of a mound of earth a 
couple of feet in height, forming a kind of wall, on which are planted 
flakes that are afterwards interwoven with pine-branches. But in tra- 
verfing America the traveller cannot refrain from afking in his own 
mind why the people do not plant quick hedges, which afford a better 
fecurity, and are at the fame time an ornament to the lands. 

The foil, in the whole of this traCl, appears not bad, though by no 
means of the firfl quality. The moll common trees in the woods are 
the pine, the oak, the beech, and the hickory. I have feen fome of con- 
fiderable height. The country is flat. The ground however is thirty 
feet higher than the river at York-Town : yet the road, with the excep¬ 
tion of two or three fmall rilmgs, has to the view all the inconveniences 
of an abfolutely level plain. 
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York-Town is the place where terminated the American war—where 
the French effectually aided the Americans to {hake oil the yoke of 
England—and where Britifh pride was a fecond time feverely humbled. 

I have gone over the part of the country that had been occupied by 
the encampments and the works of the allied armies : it was quite familiar 
to me from the plans of it which I had often examined. It is now dif¬ 
ficult to difcover any veftiges of the batteries, of the parallels, even of 
the two redoubts fo brilliantly carried by the American and French 
grenadiers under the command of Mcflieurs de la Fayette and de Vio- 
mefnil. The earth has preferred the traces of them no better than many 
American heads would now with to retain the remembrance. Some of 
the Britifh intrenchments in front of the town are more diftindtly recog¬ 
nizable. But the only really exifting monument of that memorable liege is 
General Nelfon’s houfe, the moll confiderable edifice in the whole town, 
and which, until a few days after the commencement of the fiege, was 
Lord Cornwallis’s head-quarters. That great houfe, which is built of 
brick, and which at that period had been recently eredted, is pierced in 
every diredtion with cannon-lhot, and bomb-lhells ; and the furrounding 
fpot of ground every-where difplays flrong traces of their ravages. 
That houfe, which General Nelfon neglected to have fpeedily repaired 
after the fiege, has, fince his death, devolved, together with the reft of 
his property, to his three fons ; and they not agreeing as to the difpofal 
of the houfe, it remains unrepaired. This confequence which is detri¬ 
mental to the interefts of his family, is, in my opinion, very advantageous 
to the town, inafmuch as it preferves there a curious monument of an 
event which proved decifive in favour of American independence, and 
which at any period would be honourable to any nation. After the 
furrender of Y ork-Town, the Congrefs, in palling a vote of thanks to the 
American and French armies which had thus brought the war to a con- 
clufion, gave orders for the eredtion of a monument to perpetuate the 
memory of that tranfadtion. The monument is not even yet begun. 
Such negligence is inconceivable, lhameful, and unaccountable. The 
prefent difpofition of the American government toward England does 

not 
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not admit of a fuppofition that they have at this time any thought of 
erecting that monument. 

York-Town, where we arrived on the third of June, does not prefent 
any other objed of curiofity. It is a fmall and tolerably well built vil¬ 
lage, where the Englifh, contrary to their ufual practice duiing tlu 
American war, deftroyed no houfes except fuch as impeded their defence, 
Its population confifts of eight hundred perfons, of whom two thirds 
are negroes. It is agreeably fituated, commanding a fine profped of the 
majeftic flream of York-River, which Gloucefter-Point, that lies oppofite, 
narrows here to two thirds of a mile, but which above and below tne 
town is two miles wide. 

York-Town carries on no trade: but the inhabitants fay that forty 
years back it was the emporium of all Virginia. It fupplied with Euro¬ 
pean commodities all the fhops and flores of the moft diflant towns; 
and it was the port where the planters, who at that time fold thei: 
tobacco dire&ly to the Englifh merchants, were accuftomed to fhip it 
Before the commencement of the revolutionary war, there were ftil 
fix or feven {hips annually loaded there for England. Since that 
period its commerce has been uniformly on the decline ; and it ha; 
now dwindled to nothing. Norfolk and Baltimore export all the pio- 
duce of York-River, and furnifh the town with European goods. Thi 
inhabitants are of courfe deftitute of employment: fome of the numbe. 
retail fpirituous liquors and a few fluffs : others call themfelves lawyer, 
and juflices of the peace. In general they have at fome diflance from 
the town fmall farms to which they every morning pay a vifit. But 
thefe occupations not engrofling much of their attention or their time, 
the inhabitants of York-Town, who live together on terms of the greateit 
harmony, much more affiduoufiy employ both the one and the other ia 
dining together, drinking punch, and playing at billiards. To give i 
fomewhat higher zefl to this monotonous round of life, they often 
change the place of their meetings. 

On the oppofite fide of the river, in Gloucefter-County, are annually 
built a confiderable number of veffels. 


York- 
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York- Town is the capital of York County, which contains a population 
of about fix thoufand inhabitants, of whom above one half are Haves. 
Tub-town, notwithstanding the decay of its commerce, has a cuftom- 
honfe, to which are fubjedt feveral little ports in the vicinity. The 
value of its exportations was 99,811 dollars in the year 1791—154,400 
in 1792 —34,992 in 1793—7,579 in 1794—and 3,o0o in 1795. 

I dined with the greater number of thofe who compofe the fociety of 
York-Town, at the houfe of Mr. Clarkfton, to whom I had letters of 
introduction. Doctor Griffin, to whom I had alfo a letter, was abfent 
from town. He is faid to be a man of information. I found in Mr. 
Clarkfton and all the others a very obliging difpofition, a great defire to 
do every thing which they could conceive likely to prove agreeable to 
me; in ffiort I obferved in them all the characteriftics of an honeft, 
fimple, and frank liofpitality. Every individual among them preferves 
an honourable remembrance of the French troops, on account of their 
exemplary conduct as well during the liege as during the fpace of fome 
months which intervened between the termination of the fiege and their 
departure for France. The name of Marechal Rochambeau is here held 
in high veneration. 

There is no regular market at York-Town : each perfon fumilhes 
himfelf with meat in the belt manner he can ; and they are feldom un¬ 
applied with it. Beef cofts from three to four pence the pound ; mut¬ 
ton and veal fix pence ; other articles in proportion. Fiffi is here 
abundant, and almoft for nothing. The higheft rents in the town are 
from eighty to a hundred dollars. Flour, an article which it is dif¬ 
ficult to procure, cofts at prefent fifteen dollars. Although the air of 
this place be infinitely more falubrious than that of Norfolk, the 
inhabitants neverthelefs frequently experience intermittent fevers in 
autumn. 


WILLIAMS- 



























EY THE DUKE PE LA ROCIIEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 23 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

The inhabitants of York-Town being precluded by the narrow,nefs of 
their circumftances from keeping horfes, of which however they often 
Hand in need, one or two perl'ons have fome for hire in that little town, 
confiding of only about fifty lioufes. I there had an opportunity of 
procuring one to convey me to Williamfburg, wheie I aniveo on the 
- fourth of June. 

The road from York-Town to Wihiamfburg is in many parts agreeable: 
the country is fomewhat more hilly; and cultivation is a little more 
common. New iettlements are feen which are tolerably well begun ; 
and the pieces of new-cleared land are in almolt every inftance fur- 
rounded with ditches well made and well foaded: but the houfes uni¬ 
formly exhibit a mean appearance, and their inhabitants betray Ilrong 
fymptoms of poverty. A long trad; of woodland is here alfo to be 
palfed, where no cultivation is feen ; but where the oak, the hickory, the 
liquidambar, the faffafras tree, grow with vigour, and feem to indicate a 
good foil. The cattle here, as in Carolina, are conllantly in the woods : 
they are poor and ill-favoured, and of a bad breed. They are fed in the 
liable during a few weeks previous to their being killed.—In ail this 
tra£t, land is fold at four or five dollars the acre. 

Williamfburg is fituate in a plain five miles from York-River, and at 
the fame diflance from James-River. Two creeks, which empty them- 
felves into thofe great rivers, approach within two miles of the town on 
each fide, and are there navigable. It is by means of thefe creeks that 
the commodities of Europe arrive from Richmond, Norfolk, and fome- 
times Baltimore, to furnilh the liores in the town, which are in general 
indifferently fupplied. 

Before the revolution, Williamfburg w r as the capital of Virginia : but 
at that period the legiflature chofe Richmond for the place of their 
meeting, as being more diftant from the fea-coalt; and they have fince 
eflablilhed themfelves there. This removal has reduced Williamfburg 

to 
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to a village. Every perfon who was connected with government has 
followed the legiflature to Richmond; and the number of inhabitants is 
annually decreafing at Williamfburg in the fame manner as at York- 
Town. The prefent population is about twelve or thirteen hundred 
fouls, of whom above one half are negro flaves. 

A ftate-houfe, of which one part ferves for the fittings of the diftridt- 
court, bears the name of “ the Capitol.” It is a tolerably handfome 
brick building, but is falling to ruin. A marble ftatue of Lord Botetourt, 
one of the governors of Virginia under the former fyftem, whofe con¬ 
duct had entitled him to the refpedt and attachment of the Virginians, 
hands in the periftyle of this Capitol: but it i-s in a disfigured ftate. 
The lower clafs of the inhabitants of Williamfburg, actuated by revolu¬ 
tionary animofity, confidered as an a£t of homage to liberty every 
infult offered to that monument erected by gratitude in honour of a 
former lord ; and in confequence they fhamefully mutilated it. The 
infcription engraven on the pedeftal, exprefling the grateful fenfe of the 
people of Virginia, and which the populace did not deftroy, forms a 
ftriking contrail with the indignities which the ftatue has experienced, 
and honourably vindicates the memory of Lord Botetourt. 

This Capitol terminates a ftreet of a hundred and fixty feet in breadth, 
and three quarters of a mile in length, at the oppofite end of which 
ftands the college. This eftablilhment, founded in the reign of William 
and Mary, ftill bears their names. Its income, before the revolution, 
was from feventeen to eighteen thoufand dollars : at prefent it is reduced 
to three thoufand five hundred. It arofe partly from duties on the ex¬ 
portation of tobacco and feveral other commodities, and partly from 
land. The duties fell to nothing in confequence of the unlimited free¬ 
dom of the export trade : the twenty thoufand acres of land have alone 
remained : thefe are let out on long leafes of two or tlu-ee lives, and are 
all in a ftate of cultivation. Another fmall duty, on the furveying of 
land, concurs with the rent arifing from thofe twenty thoufand acres 
in compofing that fcanty income of three thoufand five hundred dollars, 
which the legiflature does not feem inclined to augment. 


Mathematics, 
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Mathematics, natural and moral philofophy, natural and civil law, 
with the modern languages, conftitute the whole round of inftru&ion 
given in this college. The pupils are not fent thither before the age of 
fifteen, and generally fpend two years in purfuing the different courfes 
of ftudy. One is aftonifhed to learn that not one of them lives in thofe 
vaft buildings deftined for their reception, but that they are difperfed 
•through the different boarding-houfes in the town, at a didance fiom all 
dnfpe&ion. Bifhop Madifon who is prefident of this feminarv, and 
the other profeffors, who together with him definitively make all the 
regulations refpeding the internal police of the college, aflert that it has 
been proved by experience, that good order, peace, and even the iucceis 
of their ftudies, are more effectually promoted by this feparation of the 
ftudents, than by their being united together within the fame walls, as 
the common effects of fuch union were frequent quarrels and precon¬ 
certed mutinies. On hearing their reafonings, one would be tempted 
to think that they have paid greater regard to their own eafe than to the 
intereft of the youth entrufted to their care, whom ftrid watchfulnefs, 
good management, and attentions proportioned to their age, would have 
as effectually kept in good order at Williamfburg as in every other col¬ 
lege in the world. 

The ftudents pay fourteen dollars to each profeflor whofe courfe of 
leffons they attend : their board and lodging coft them from a hundred 
to a hundred and twenty dollars : confequently the expence to their 
parents amounts to about a hundred and fixty or a hundred and feventy 
dollars a year. Exclufive of thefe emoluments, each profeflor receives 
the annual fum of four hundred dollars from the funds of the eftablifh- 
ment. Bifhop Madifon occupies the chair of natural and moral phi¬ 
lofophy, and has, in addition to his profefTorial falaxy, two hundred 
dollars more, as prefident. 

The internal adminiftration of the college is entrufted to the care of 
the profeffors, who are nominated by a board of eighteen vifitors cholen 
throughout the whole ftate. The houfe—like the generality of thofe in 
Williamfburg, York-Town, and even Norfolk—is kept in very indifferent 
Vol. IT. E condition. 


26 


TRAVELS 1^ NORTH AMERICA, 

condition. The college is not fufficiently opulent to make the requifite - 
annual repairs ; and whenever it becomes neceffary to undertake fuch 
as are in any wife confiderable, it is aided by the legiflature. It polTelTes 
a library tolerably well furnifhed with claffical books : it confifts almoft 
entirely of old books, except two hundred volumes of the fineft and beft 
French productions lent as a prefent by Louis XVI. at the termination of 
the American war, but which a merchant at Richmond, who was com- 
miffioned to forward them to the college, fuffered to lie forgotten in his 
cellars amid hogfheads of fugar and calks of oil, until, when at length 
he did forward them, they were totally fpoiled. The funds of the col¬ 
lege do not allow any addition to their library, which moreover is very 
ill kept in point of order and cleanlinefs. 

The legiflature of Virginia is faid to entertain the defign of founding 
a new college in a more central part of the ftate : but it is not known 
whether that of Williamfburg is to be taken as the ground-work of the 
intended eftablifhment, or fuffered to continue on its prefent footing and 
left to its own fcanty refources, while the new college fhould be liberally 
endowed. 

There is befides at Williamfburg an hofpital for lunatics, which is 
fupported from the public treafury. It is a fine building ; but in it the 
unfortunate maniacs are rather abandoned to their wretched ftate than 
fubjeCted to any treatment which might tend to their recovery. From 
the obfervations made in Virginia on maniacal complaints, the principal 
caufes afligned for them are enthufiaftic devotion and fpirituous liquors j 
and it appears that fuch as arife from the latter of thefe caufes are lefs 
difficult of cure than thofe which owe their origin to the former. There 
are only fifteen lunatics of both fexes in this hofpital, which is capable 
•of containing thirty. 

The foil in the vicinity of Williamfburg is tolerably well cultivated: 
but here, as in other parts of Virginia, each proprietor poffeffes fo great 
an extent of land, that he cultivates but a fmall portion of it. The or- 
1 dinary rotation of culture here is—Indian corn—next wheat or other 
grain—then three or four years in fallow, during which the crops of 

grafs 








BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOUR1. 2/ 

grafs furnilh the cattle with good fuftenance. After this reft of three or 
four years, the ground is again cultivated in the fame manner. 1 he 
lands thus managed yield from eight to twelve bulhels of wheat per 
acre, or from twelve to fourteen of Indian corn. Thofe few fpots 
that are manured with dung produce double that quantity. In the im¬ 
mediate environs of the town, the land in general is indifferent; it fells 
for feven or eight dollars the acre. The beft fpots, efpecially thofe 
which are fituate near creeks, bear a higher price, as far as twelve dol¬ 
lars : but it is. worthy of remark, that while, in almoft every other part 
of America, the price of land has encreafed three and four fold, in thefe 
lower parts of Virginia it has received no augmentation during the laft 
twenty years. 

At Williamfburg a regular market is held, and the prices are the fame 
as at York-Town. A pair of oxen fit for the plough are fold for forty 
dollars. They are fmall and indifferent. Sheep are in tolerable plenty ; 
but they are of an inferior and ugly breed. Their wool is valued at 
about a quarter-dollar the pound. The difference in the demand, rather 
than in the quality, fometimes caufes a fmall variation in the price. 

The ftate taxes are not confiderable. I fhall fpeak of them more at 
larae, when I have had fufficient opportunities of procuring more com¬ 
plete’information on the fubjed. The town-rates are nothing; there 
being neither pavements, nor public buildings, nor bridges, to be kept 
in repair : the heavieft rate is that for the fuftenance of the poor. 
Each houfe-keeper contributes, for himfelf and for each of his negroes 
above the age of fixteen years, half a dollar for that purpofe. The fum 
total of thefe contributions is diftributed by the overfeers of the poor, 
under the infpe&ion of the juftices of the peace, to fuch families as are 
deemed to {land in* need of affiftance. Thefe receive from twelve to 
thirty-fix dollars per annum, according to their yet remaining ability 
to work or their total incapacity for labour. 

In a country where it is eafy to procure a fubfiftence and to make 
fome rcferve for old age—in a country where population, being ex¬ 
tremely produ&ive, conftantly fupplies each family with fome young 
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branch capable of fupporting it—one can hardly feel inclined to bellow 
his approbation on a tax whole inevitable tendency is to perpetuate 
and even to create idlenefs and improvidence : and it might perhaps 
with reafon be laid, that, in this pretended charity, there is a greater 
portion of vanity and indolent inattention than of genuine beneficence 
and enlightened policy. It was firll introduced into Virginia becaufe 
it was eftablilhed in England: it has maintained its ground here be- 
caufe a tax of this kind is not eafily reformed—becaufe it is fupported 
by habit—and becaufe, moreover, in a country where flavery prevails, 
and where the polTeflion of the foil is veiled in fo few hands, that clafs 
of whites who do not polfefs landed property are more indigent than 
elfewhere.—The negroes have no lhare in this public charity. 

Mr. Andrews; mathematical profefTor in the college, and Bilhop 
Madifon, did me the honours of the town with that obliging polite- 
nefs which I have been habitually accuftomed to experience in Ame¬ 
rica. With the former of thefe gentlemen I had become acquainted 
at Norfolk j to the Bilhop I had letters. In the two days which I 
l'pent at Williamlburg, they introduced me to the chief part of the 
fociety of the place, which appears very much united, and to confift of 
well-informed men. Bilhop Madifon is himfelf a man of confiderable 
knowledge in natural philofophy, chymiftry, and even polite literature. 
His library, much lels numerous than that of the college, confifts of 
a more choice feleftion of books, efpecially of thofe relating to the 
fciences. He annually augments his colle&ion by the addition of the 
molt efteemed fcientific and new publications. To him the public are 
indebted for meteorological obfervations very accurately made in dif¬ 
ferent parts of Virginia, and to which he has devoted much time. 

The inhabitants of Williamlburg, if we except the profelfors and 
the judges, have not much more opulence or employment than thofe of 
York-Town : they have as frequent meetings as the others: but it ap¬ 
pears that they live lefs “ freely,” as the country phrafe exprelTes it_ 

that is to fay, they drink lefs wine and fpirits. 

All the remarks I have hitherto heard on the fubjeft of politics in 
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Virginia arc in direct oppofition to the idea that had been given me on 
that head in the northern flates. The general opinion, it is true, is 
evidentlv againft the treaty : people would have wiffied that it had 
never taken place, or at leaft that it had been made on better terms— 
that the prefident’s inftru&ions had been more faithfully followed— 
that he, yielding to what appears to have been his firfl impulfe, had 
fent it back to England without communicating it to the Senate: nor 
is it thought here that a war would have been the confequence of 
fuch a ftep. But, from the then exifting flate of the bufinefs, it 
would have been matter of confiderable regret to them that the opi¬ 
nion of the oppolition-party in the late congreis had prevailed refpedt- 
ing the non-appropriation of the funds necefiary for carrying it into 
execution ; and they feem fatisfied that the long debates, which 
leave no doubt of the disapprobation with which the treaty was re¬ 
ceived, have terminated in the manner that they did. 

As I advance farther into the country, I fhall become better ac¬ 
quainted with the general opinion. I have great pleafure in obferving 
that the French army is here remembered with veneration; it partly 
remained here for Several months ; and each individual recolleds with 
intereft and gratitude the particular officer with whom he was ac¬ 
quainted. Above all the others, monfieur de Rochambeau and the 
baron de Viomefnil have left an honourable remembrance of them- 
felves in the minds of the inhabitants : and whenever the conversion 
perfonally turns on the individuals of that army—whether generals, 
commanders of corps, or aides-de-camp—it appears that the judgement 
which has been formed of them here was didlated by great benevolence, 
Sagacity, and juftice. 

JOURNEY TO RICHMOND. 

Of all the inconveniences attending the public carriages in America 
—and the number of thofe inconveniences is great—one of the molt 
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mortifying is that they almoft invariably run over the very worft parts 
of the country through which they travel. The roads are generally, 
and with good reafon, laid out in the dried: foils, confequently in the 
fpots which are the lead: adapted for cultivation. In the Ipace of 
fixty miles which I yedrerday travelled from Williamfburg to Rich¬ 
mond, I did not fee twenty houfes; and fuch as I faw were mean and 
wretched. A few fields of Indian corn occafionally met my fight, 
and fome new-cleared grounds of confiderable extent, but not a fingle 
field that was tolerably well cultivated ; whereas I am allured, that, 
within four miles on each fide of the road, the lands are good and the 
plantations numerous. A few hills, however, occur on the way: and 
when a traveller’s eye has, like mine, been near three months fa¬ 
tigued by that unvarying uniformity of flat fands and ftagnant marlhes, 
a hill proves a fource of enjoyment: he excufes its aridity in confidera- 
tion of its being a hill: and when, with the diverfity and animation 
which this change in the face of the country gives to the profped, he 
combines the idea that he has now reached the boundaries of that 
mephitic ftagnation which engenders and propagates all fpecies of 
maladies with fuch fatal rapidity, his enjoyments are not confined to 
the eye alone. 

Crowded in the ftage by ten pafifengers and their baggage, we did 
not arrive at Richmond before eleven o’clock at night, though we 
had fet out from Williamfburg -at eight in the morning; the rain, 
which has been abundant during the laft two days, having rendered 
the roads very bad. 

TOWN OF RICHMOND. 

The pofition of Richmond is truly agreeable. The lower town, • 
which is fituate along the bank of James-River, lies between that 

river and a tolerably high hill: but the greater part of the houfes_ 

thofe indeed of almoft every perfon who is not engaged in trade_ 

are built on the hill, which commands a profpeft of the river, and 
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whence the view embraces at once the iflands formed by its waters, 
the extenfive valley through which it flows, and the numerous falls 
by which its ftream is broken. On the oppofite fide of the river, 
the country rifes in a gentle acclivity ; and the little but well-built 
town of Manchefter, environed by cultivated fields which are orna¬ 
mented by an infinite number of trees and dotted with fcattered 
houfes, embellifhes the fweet, variegated, agreeable, and romantic 
perfpedtive. 

The Capitol is eredled on a point of this hill which commands 
the town. This edifice, which is exremely vaft, is conftru&ed on 
the plan of the “ Maifon Quarree’* at Nifmes, but on a much 
more extenlive fcale. The attics of the Maifon Quarree have un¬ 
dergone an alteration in the Capitol, to fuit them for the con¬ 
venience of the public offices of every denomination, which, thus 
perfe&ly fecure againft all accidents from fire, lie within reach 
of the tribunals, the executive council, the governor, the general 
aflembly, who all fit in the Capitol, and draw to it a great afflux of 
people. This building, which is entirely of brick, is not yet coated 
with plafler: the columns, the pilafters, are deftitute of bafes and 
capitals ; but the interior and exterior cornices are finifhed, and are 
well executed. The reft will be completed with more or lefs fpeed : 
but, even in its prefent unfinifhed ftate, this building is, beyond com- 
parifon, the fineft, the moft noble, and the greateft, in all America. 
The internal diftribution of its parts is extremely well adapted to the 
purpofes for which it is deftined. :It was Mr. Jefferfon who, during 
his embaffy in France, fent the model of it. Already it is faid to 
have coft a hundred and feventy tboufand dollars; and fifteen thou- 
fand more are the eftimated fum requifite for completing it and 
remedying fome defedts which have been obferved in the con- 
ftrudlion. 

In the great central veftibule, which is lighted by a kind of dome 
contained in the thicknefs of the roof, has lately been placed a ftatue 
of George Wafhington, voted,, ten years fince, by the general aflem¬ 
bly 
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bly of Virginia. In addition to the fentiments of gratitude which they 
felt in common with the red: of America, that body entertained more¬ 
over a particular affedion for him, together with the pride of hav¬ 
ing him for their countryman. Since that period the preiident has 
acquired new claims to the general approbation and edeem. If he be 
chargeable with fome errors in adminidration, as I think he is, never- 
thelefs his devotion to the public weal and the purity of his inten¬ 
tions cannot even be fufpeded : yet it is doubtful whether at the pre- 
fent moment the aflembly of Virginia would be inclined to vote him 
fuch an honour : at lead it is certain that the fame unanimity would 
not prevail on the occafion. This datue was executed by Houdon, 
one of the fird fculptors in France. He undertook a voyage to Ame¬ 
rica five or fix years fince for the exprefs purpofe of making a bud of 
the preiident from the life. Although the datue be beautiful, and 
difplay even a noblenefs in the compofition and a likenefs in the fea¬ 
tures, it does not bear the marks of Houdon’s talent: one cannot trace 
in it the hand of him who produced the celedial Diana which condi- 
tutes the chief part of that artid’s reputation. 

Near this datue of the prefident dands a marble bud of monfieur 
de la Fayette, voted at the fame time by the aflembly of Virginia, and 
alfo carved by Houdon, but with greater difplay of ability. 

The population of Richmond amounts to fix thoufand perfons, of 
whom about one third are negroes. This town has prodigioudy in- 
creafed during the years which have elapfed fince the legifiature chafe 
it for the place of their fittings : but within the lad two or three 
years it has remained dationary. A few years back, a conflagration 
confumed almod all the lower part of the town. This accident induced 
the inhabitants to rebuild in brick not only the houfes confumed, which 
had been of wood, but alfo feveral others which the owners’ fears 
wifhed to preferve from the fame calamity. At prefent there are few 
wooden houfes at Richmond. 

The trade of this town confids in the purehafe of the country pro¬ 
ductions, the number of which is confined to wheat, Indian corn, 
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and tobacco—and in felling at fecond hand the articles of domeflifc 
confumption, which are generally procured from England. T. he num¬ 
ber of merchants who carry on a diredt commerce with Europe is in- 
confiderable : they keep their {hips at Norfolk ; the river not being na¬ 
vigable for thofe of large fize higher up than City-Point, at the diflance, 
by water, of fixty-fix miles below Richmond. They therefore fend the 
produce of the country in fmaller veffels to Norfolk, where they eafily 
find opportunities of completing their cargo, if needful. The gene¬ 
rality of thefe merchants are only the agents or partners of Englifh 
houfes: the others hardly carry on any other than the commiffion trade, 
which may be confidered as the real bufinefs of the place. 

It is from the merchants of Richmond or Peterfburg that thofe of 
Norfolk moll commonly purchafe the grain, flour, and tobacco, which 
the latter export, and which the former have purchafed at fdrft hand. 
The country produce is paid for by the merchants in ready money 
or at fhort credit : they even frequently obtain it on cheaper terms by 
furnifhing the planters with an advance of money on their crop. The 
Richmond merchants fupply all the {lores through an extcnfive tradl 
of back country. As they have a very long credit from England, they 
can allow a fimilar indulgence of fix, nine, or twelve months to the 
fhopkeepers whom they fupply, and from whom they always derive a 
coniiderable profit, which is flill further increafed when they exadl 
payment in country produce. 

Almofl all the merchants of Richmond have fhops for the retail- 
trade. They all deal in bills of exchange on Europe j a trade which 
often proves extremely profitable to them. 

There are few opulent merchants at Richmond ; flill fewer in eafy 
circumflances ; and it is no difficult matter to find good notes at four 
and five per cent per month. But people have not here, as in the 
principal towns of America, the refource of putting thefe notes into 
the-bank: accordingly this kind of traffic is here much more lucrative. 
The legal interefl of money, which is only five per cent per annum, 
Vol. II. F together 
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together with the fcarcity of fpecie and the general want of confidence, 
render it difficult to obtain money on loan. 

RICHMOND CANAL. 

The falls of James-River, which obffru&ed its navigation from the 
difiance of feven miles above Richmond, heretofore impofed a necefiity 
of employing land-carriage for that fpace. At prefent a canal, running 
parallel with the courfe of the river for thofe feven miles, connects 
the communication by water, and opens a navigation which extends 
without interruption two hundred miles above Richmond. This ca¬ 
nal, already nearly finifhed, will be entirely completed during the 
prefent year, excepting the bafin, which the directors propofe to form 
at the entrance of the town, and of a much greater fize than feems 
necelfary for the trade of Richmond on any reafonable fuppofition of 
its future encreafe. The locks at the opening of the canal are erefted ; 
they are fimple, and the gates are eafily managed by one or two men, 
but might be rendered {till more eafy in their movement. Thefe, 
being three in clofe fuccefiion, raife the boats to an elevation of feven- 
teen feet. Others will be required, if it be intended to carry the canal 
as far as Rocket, a mile below the town, beyond which point veffels 
of forty tons cannot come up on the Richmond fide : on the other fide 
veffels even of greater burden can come up almofl: oppofite to the 
town. The extension of the canal to Rocket has for its object to fa¬ 
cilitate the direct tranfportation of the back-country produce to City- 
Point, and fo on to Norfolk. By this mean, thofe commodities, which 
otherwife would find no market except at Richmond, might reach 
Norfolk, and, by exciting a competition between the merchants of 
both towns, might probably caufe an encreafe of profit to the planters. 
But tne expence of thefe additional locks would be very confiderable. 
The fund of two hundred and forty thoufand dollars, raifed by a.fub- 
fcnption of feven hundred {hares, is already exhaufted : and a loan 
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of twenty-one thoufand dollars, made by the truftces of the canal un¬ 
der the authority of the ftate, and fecured by a mortgage of the tolls 
that have already begun to be received on the part which is finished, 
has been proved fcarcely fufficient to complete the execution of the 
original plan. It appears that the great expence which would attend 
the addition furnifhes the holders of the canal {hares with a pretext for 
oppofing it, and that the Richmond merchants ufe that as a cloke to 
cover their wifh to remain the foie purchafers of the produce of the back 
country, which is the real motive of their oppofition to the further cx- 
tenlion of the canal. 

INSPECTION OF MERCHANDIZE. 

The culture of tobacco is not carried on in the vicinity of Richmond, 
at leaft not on an extenfive feale. There are neverthelefs three houfes 
of infpe£Hon in this town : fimilar eftablifhments are to be found in 
every diftrifl of Virginia where tobacco is cultivated, and in all the com¬ 
mercial towns. Thefe infpeftions, whofe objeft is to enfure to foreign 
purchafers the quality of the commodity for which they contraft, are 
ordered by the Rate for tobacco, flour, and other articles. They 
are eftablifhed in like manner in all the Rates which produce thefe 
articles. But the infpe&ion of the tobacco in Virginia, and efpecially 
on James-River, is efteemed to be conduced with a degree of exaft- 
nefs and feveritv which contributes as much as the real fuperiority of 
the article itfelf to keep up its price in the market. Every tobacco- 
planter who intends his crop for exportation packs it up in hogfheads, 
and thus fends it to one of the houfes of infpe6tion. There the to¬ 
bacco is taken from its cafe, which is opened for the purpofe ; it is exa¬ 
mined in every direction and in every part, in order to afeertain its 
quality, its homogeneity, its purity; it is rejected as unfit for exporta¬ 
tion if any defeat is perceived in it ; or, if no objection appear, it is 
pronounced to be exportable. It is then re-packed in its hog(head, 
which is branded with a hot iron, marking the place of infpeftion and 
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the quality of the contents ; after which, it is lodged in the ftorehoufes 
of the infpe<flion, there to await the difpofal of the planter, who re¬ 
ceives a certificate of the particulars, ferving at the fame time as aa 
acknowledgement of the depofit. It is by felling this “ tobacco-note” 
to the merchant that the planter fells his tobacco. The purchafer, on 
viewing the note, is as well acquainted with the article as if he had 
himfelf infpedded it: and he has only to fend the note and transfer to 
the Aore where the tobacco lies, and it is immediately delivered out 
to his order. The tobacco is often fent by the planter himfelf to the 
warehoufes of a different infpedlion from that where he has it infpedted, 
either becaufe he thinks them more convenient to the market, or for 
other private reafons. This happens at the warehoufes of the Rich¬ 
mond infpedtion, which annually receive numbers of hogfheads that 
have been infpedled elfewhere. 

The infpedfors—-for there are two in each infpedlion—receive as in- 
fpe£tion-fee a dollar and half per hogfhead : from the fums hence 
arifing they receive their falaries, which vary from a hundred to two 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, according to the importance of 
the office where they are employed. The refidue of the infpe&ion-* 
fees conAitutes a part of the revenues of the Aate. 

Every other fpecies of produce deAined for exportation is alfo fub- 
jeft to infpedtion, as flour, hemp, tar; but thefe articles do not feem 
to undergo the fame fevere fcrutiny as the tobacco. For, at Phila¬ 
delphia, for inftance, the Virginia flour, notwithAanding its being 
branded with the mark of “ fuperfine,” is fubje&ed to a new in- 
fpe&ion. The merchants of Virginia attribute this re-infpe<Aion to 
commercial jealoufy on the part of Philadelphia : but there exifts in 
reality fo prodigious a difference between the flour hitherto manu- 
fadured at Richmond, and that from the mills of Pennfylvania and 
Delaware, that the former is conftantly tak§n in the courfe of tra^de at 
half a dollar, and fometimes even at a dollar and half, lower than the 
latter. 
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MILLS. 

I have Teen one of the two mills at Richmond : it (lands below the 
falls of the river, receives a great power of water, and turns lix pair 
of Hones. It is a fine mill, and unites the advantages of all the new 
inventions: but it is ill conllru&ed : the cogs of the wheels are clum- 
fily executed': it is moreover not fufficicntly roomy. It neverthelefs 
coils a yearly rent of near lix thoufand dollars to monlieur Chevalier, a 
Frenchman from Rochefort, heretofore dire&or of the French paquets 
to America, and now fettled in Virginia. This mill is generally em¬ 
ployed in private manufacture, and leldom works for the public j 
when the latter is the cafe, the terms for grinding are five bulhels for 
each barrel of flour. Monlieur Chevalier and his partners are in the 
conftant habit of (peculating on the moment when they fhall fend.their 
flour to market. Their fpeculations have hitherto proved very ad¬ 
vantageous to them : but they have reafon to apprehend a material 
lofs from a late fpeculation which determined them two months fince 
to refufe the offer of thirteen dollars per barrel, in hopes of obtaining a 
Hill better price. At the pielent moment they could not find a pur- 
chafer at above ten dollars. 

MANNERS AND LAWS. 

Society here difplays the chara&eriflics of fimplicity and honelly : 
neverthelefs it is not linked in the bond of unity. The men who be¬ 
long to oppofite parties feldom vifit each other : but, when they hap¬ 
pen to meet, they treat each other with all the politenefs and civility of 
well-bred people. 

The party oppofed to government—that is to fay, the party wilhing 
for a change in the exilling conflitution, a reltriClion in the executive 
power—has here many zealous adherents. This party would prefer to 
their own the new French conflitution, fuch as it is: and, from the 
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permanency of that conftitution in France, they derive encourage¬ 
ment to effect a change in the conftitution of the United States. 

The party in the Englifh intereft confider the fupport of the Eng- 
iifh conftitution, even with all its exifting abufes, as the mean of over¬ 
throwing the prefent conftitution of France, and fubftituting in its head 
a monarchy ; and alio as a circumftance calculated to gratify the defire 
which they evidently manifeft of conferring a great additional ftrength 
on the executive power of the United States—as well as the defire, not 
lefs real though lefs openly avowed, of feeing a hereditary monarchy 
eftablifhed in this country. 

Between thefe two extremes there is an intermediate clafs whole 
fcntiments are marked with moderation. There are alfo fome extra¬ 
vagant enthufiafta who blindly embrace the French or the Englifh 
party without any ulterior political confideration, and merely through 
intereft or paftion. The commercial body, for inftance, at Richmond, 
as almoft every-where elfe, are exclufively attached to England, be. 
caufe it is with her they have all their dealings, and have no pro- 
fpedi of credit or profit except by her means: and at Richmond, as 
in nearly all the trading towns, the commercial body enjoys a certain 
degree of fuperiority. During the late difcuffion of the treaty in Con- 
grefs, the majority of this town informed their reprefentatives in the 
national legiflature that they wifhed them to vote for its ratification. 
I have feen all forts of company, and in none have I heard the prefident 
mentioned otherwife than,in terms of refpedl. 

Mr. Edmond Randolph, heretofore fecretary of ftate to the Union, 
and become fo famous in confequence of monfieur Fauchet’s letter, 
follows here the profeftion of a lawyer, to which he had devoted all 
that part of his life that was not employed in public affairs. Fie has 
gieat practice, and ftands in that refpedt nearly on a par with Mr. 

J. Marfhall, the moft efteemed and celebrated counfellor in this 
town. 

The profeftion of a lawyer is here, as in every other part of Ame¬ 
rica, one of the moft profitable. But, though the employment be here 
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more conftant than in Carolina, the practitioner's emoluments are very 
far from being equally conliderable. Mr. Mar (hall does not from his 
pradice derive above four or five thoufand dollars per annum, and not 
even that lum every year. In Virginia the lawyers uiually take care to 
infift on payment before they proceed in a fuit: and this cuftom is jus¬ 
tified by the general difpofition of the inhabitants to pay as little and as 
Seldom as poflible. I have heard phyficians declare that they do not 
annually receive one-third of what is due to them for their attendance, 
that they have Some of thefe debts of five and twenty years Standing „ 
that their claims are frequently denied; and that, in order to recover 
payment, they are obliged to fend writs, carry on law-fuits, &c. &c. &c. 

The derangement of affairs occafioned by expences exceeding the 
bounds of income, and efpecially by gaming—and, above all, the want 
of delicacy ref lilting from that derangement and from the habit of 
thinking lightly of debts—are the caufes of this immoral order of 
things.; and it is in Some degree encouraged by the laws of the State, 
which do not allow the Seizure of lands or other immovable property 
for the payment of debts. This law, which the Virginians fay they 
originally derived from England, has been preferved by them in all the 
reforms which they have made in their legal code, and has been pre¬ 
ferred by them alone. Slaves and movable property are feizable t 
but whoever is acquainted with the manners of the country may 
readily conceive how great the facility of making a feigned Sale of 
them : and then, by holding them as hired, they are placed beyond the 
reach of Seizure. 

Gaming is the ruling paflion of the Virginians : at pharo, dice, bil¬ 
liards, at every imaginable game of hazard, they lofe confiderable 
films. Gaming-tables are publicly kept in almoffc every town, and 
particularly at Richmond. Yet a law of the ftate, enadted no longer 
ago than in December 17Q2, exprefsly prohibits all games of hazard, 
all wagers at horfe-races or cock-fights, of which the Virginians are 
paflionately fond—forbids the lofing of more than twenty dollars at 
cards within four and twenty hours—places all the holders of banks 
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on the footing of vagabonds—orders the juftices of the peace, on the 
flighted; information, to enter the places where they are held, to break 
the tables, feize the money, &c. &c. Nevcrthelefs, to the prcfent 
hour, the greater number of thofc who enaCted that law—of the pre- 
fent legiflators, the juftices of the peace, and the other magiftrates— 
are afliduous in their attendance at thofe feats of gambling. The 
bank-holders are every-where received and acknowledged as “ gentle¬ 
men and their profeffion is envied, as being a very lucrative one. 
The part of this law which is faid to be the moft punctually executed 
is that which cancels the debts contracted at the gaming-table, and pro¬ 
hibits the payment of them. 

It is not uncommon to witnefs fcenes ofhloodfhed at thefe gaming- 
houfes. Since my arrival here, a young man, of a family of confe- 
quence in Virginia, fancying, in his impatient heat at a billiard-party, 
that he had reafon to be diflatisfied with the behaviour of a marker 
whom he thought deficient in due refpeCt to him,—after difcharging a 
volley of abufe on the man who with much difficulty bore it—thruft 
him through the body with a kind of cutlafs which he wore by his fide. 
The marker did not die in confequence of the wound : but, even if he 
had, the young man would have equally efcaped profecution. The latter 
has quitted the town for a few days, and will fhortly reappear, and re¬ 
lume his ufual purfuits, as if he had been abfent only on account of ill 
health ; although nobody denies the commiffion of that public aCl, 
or attempts to palliate it. 

The law againlf inoculation is more rigidly enforced. It prohibits 
every perfon from having himfelf or any of his family inoculated with¬ 
out permiflion obtained from all the juftices of the county, who, on 
his petition, are to affemble, and enquire into the motives of his re- 
queft, its neceflity, its propriety. If they acquielce, their permiflion, 
which is to be given in writing, is ftill of no avail: that of all the neigh¬ 
bours for two miles round is moreover required ; and the refufal of a 
Angle one prevents the inoculation. Any phylician who fhould pre¬ 
sume to inoculate without thefe precautions, would be punilhed by a 
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fine of ten thoufand dollars. Whoever is accidentally attacked by the 
fmall-pox is carried to a lonely houfe in the middle of the woods, and 
there he receives medical aftiftance. Tf the village, the town, the di- 
flri&, to which he belongs, catch the infedtion, thefe places are cut off 
from all communication with the reft of the country, and are permitted 
to have recourfe to inoculation: otherwife it is never allowed ; for it 
is eafy to perceive that the faculty of obtaining permiflion for the pur- 
pofe by the unanimous vote of the magiftrates of the county and the 
general confent of the neighbours, in a country where prejudices re¬ 
ceive fuch additional ftrength from the law, is a mere illulion. 

People are often heard to murmur againft this abfurd law : yet it is 
pun&ually obeyed : and nobody can allege as a pretext for this preju¬ 
dice, that the Virginians are afraid of “ tempting God,” as was the 
cant of our priefts in France, who, in this inftance as in many others, 
have done all the mifchief in their power. Thofe who are afked a 
reafon for fuch a regulation adduce the fear of propagating a danger¬ 
ous difeafe with which they aftert that Virginia has never been other- 
wife than partially and accidentally infedted. They repeat the aller- 
tions which in Europe had long proved a bar to the extenfion of that 
admirable difcovery. They fay that the pradice of inoculation, by 
rendering the difeafe more common, increafes the number of its victims 
far beyond what nature intended ; that inoculation is itfelf full of 
dangers ; that the attendant expences, which are confiderable, do not 
lie within the ability of the poor (for, in Virginia, as elfewhere, fome 
■popular reafon muft be given), &c. &c. &c. One is aftonilhed to 
hear from the mouths of enlightened men thefe arguments which the 
old women of Europe have long ceafed to repeat. Population does not 
fuffer a greater decreafe in Pennfylvania or the other American ftates 
where inoculation is permitted, than in Virginia where it is prohibited : 
on the contrary, it daily increales. This entire ifolation of the place 
where the fmall-pox breaks out, fuch as the laws of Virginia prefcribe, 
cannot be carried into effedt with all the conditions necelfary to render 
it falutary. May not the infection be conveyed by the phyficians, 
Vol. II. G whom 
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whom the law does not fubjeft to quarantine ? And might not the 1 
necellary expences of inoculation, which are known to be lo mo 
derate, be confined by the provident attention of government to a 
fum which no family fhould feel burdenfome ? To all thefe palpable 
truths no folid anfwer is given : yet the advocates of inoculation are 
far from having any hope of being able to effedl an alteration in the 

law. 

I have heard alleged, as the real motive for the regulation, the fear 
entertained by the planters of being obliged to inoculate their negroes, 
if the practice of inoculation Should become to general as to lender 
that precaution necefiary to prelerve them from the danger of its epi¬ 
demic ravages. It is difficult to credit fuch a realon, when the. ex— 
pence is to trifling, when the procels is fb eafy, and when befides they 
are in the habit of not paying their phyficians. The moft probable 
caufes are heedleflnels, want of refledtion,. and cuftom.. Yet the firft 
right of man, that of prelerving his own life, is prohibited by this. 
Gothic legislation. Political fyflems too often referable fyftems of 
religion : each man, according to his private intereft, frames one for. 
himfelf, which is compofed ot the groffeft ablurdities and the moft 
glaring contradictions; and his confidence becomes, gradually accufi- 
tomed and reconciled to it. 

The civil laws of Virginia have ftruck me as wifely ordained. That, 
which relates to perfons dying inteftate, divides the property equally 
among the children—alfigns to the mother one third of the whole— 
and conducts with great forefight and juftice the divifion of the. for¬ 
tune of the deceafed in default of children, wife,, father,, mother, 
brother, filler, &c. But the freedom of teftamentary devife is allowed 
to fubfift in unbounded latitude ; and the manners of the country almolk 
univerfally incline the teftators rather to follow the ancient cuftoms* 
than to regard the intentions of the more recent law : the confequence. 
of which is that the eldeft fon inherits almoft the whole property, and. 
the males are provided with fortunes at the expence of the females. 

The llave-laws are much milder here than in any of the other coun¬ 
tries 
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tries through which I have hitherto travelled. Juftice, I grant, is not 
the fame for the mafter as for the (lave, for the white man and the 
black. Legiflation is always partial in this inftance ; but that partiality 
is a cruel and almoft unavoidable confequence of the ad million of 
llavery j and this truth ought alone to be fufficient to occafion its abo¬ 
lition among an enlightened people who retain any idea of morality. 
The Virginians have gone farther in reforming the barbarity of the 
ancient laws refpedting flavery, than any other people of the United 
States—perhaps than any other nation upon earth where flavery pre¬ 
vails in full force. 

In 1772 the legiflature of Virginia petitioned the king of England 
to authorize the governor to give his fandtion to a law prohibiting all 
further importation of negroes into the province : and his refufal to 
grant their requeft is one of the grievances on which the mod bitter 
complaints are made againft his Britifh majefty in the preamble to the 
new conftitution framed in 1776* Accordingly an a 6 t forbidding all 
future importation of negroes into the ftate was one of the firft laws 
pafied by the legiflature after the adoption of the new conftitution. 

A negro who raifes his hand againft a white man is acquitted if it 
be proved that he has done it in felf-defence ; otherwife he receives 
thirty lafhes. The flave is judged by five juftices of the peace, whofe 
unanimous voice is requifite to pafs fentence of death. Slaves are 
called upon to give evidence on the trials of other flaves in criminal 
caufes ; but they are cautioned by the judges, that, if their teftimotiy 
be proved falfe, their ears will be cut off. No man who is in the 
flighteft degree interefted either for or againft a negro is allowed to fit 
in judgement on or give evidence againft him. If juftice difpofes of 
the perfon of a negro, the owner is paid the full value of his flave ; a 
regulation which renders the mafters lefs inclined to fereen their flaves 
from the feverity of the laws. 

The courts of juftice in Virginia are innumerable. Thecoftsof law 
are not confiderable : and in conlequence litigation is frequent. Suits 
for the recovery of debts occupy above one half of the time allotted for 
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the feffions. The beft proved debt cannot be recovered within a 
fhorter period than eighteen months : and it often happens that feve- 
ral years are not fufficient to put the creditor in pofleffion of his right. 
The natural averfion to the payment of debts finds in chicanery a 
thoufand means of gratifying itfelf: and on that head, here as well as 
in every other country, the manners of the people aid and ftiengtnen 
the refources of chicanery. 

Difputes refpefting the title to lands are alio one of the mod fre^ 
quent caul'es of law-fuits. 

The criminal code is nearly the fame here as in the other flates 
which have not followed the laudable example of Penniylvania : it is 
even lomewhat milder. It is with pain, however, that one obferves 
that the foreigner who indents himlelf as a fervant is liable to the 
punfthment of the whip for various offences, even thofe which only 
concern his mafter’s fervice. The other punifhments are, as elfe- 
where, hanging, whipping, burning in the hand, &c. * 

The ftate of Virginia has no public debt, except a hundred thoufand 
dollars in which fhe was found debtor to the Union on the fettlement 
of the accounts of the ftates with the general government—and a 
claim of between three and four millions of livres, made, on the part 
of France, by Monfieur de Beaumarchais, for arms and military ftores 
of every kind, furnifhed to her during the war. The people here have 
the juftice to allow the goodnefs of thofe fupplies, and the abfolute 
ncceffity of them at the time when they were fent: they even acknow¬ 
ledge the greater part of the debt* neverthelefs they do not feem 
difpofed to give any formal deed of acknowledgement; the ftate being 
as little inclined to the payment of debts as the individuals who com- 
pofe it. 

* Since the writing of this journal, the legiflature of Virginia, on the 22c! of December 
1796, pafled a law, that now lies before me, by which the punifhment of death is folely 
confined to cafes of premeditated murder. All other crimes, even that of high treafon, are 
punifhable only by confinement for a fliorter or a longer term. At length the Pennfyl- 
vania fyftem* refpe&ing the penal code and the management of prifons, is now eftablilhed 
in Virginia. 
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The {late even poflefl'es a capital which is eftimated at above fixty 
thoufand dollars. But this capital, which is daily encreafing, arifes 
from a fource that mull fooner or later be produftive of difturbance: 
it is the grants of land. Purfuant to an exifting law, the ftate difpofes 
of vacant lands at the rate of two cents per acre, or twenty dollars for 
a thoufand acres; which is the ufual proportion of thofe grants. To 
obtain fuch grants, it is fufficient to declare that the lands for which 
application is made, and of which the boundaries are delcribed in the 
petition, have no owner; whereupon the ftate—that is to fay, the 
land-office, which in this inftance reprefents the ftate—grants a war¬ 
rant, or an order for a furvey. The grantee has his grant furveyed 
by the ftate furveyor: it is rcgiftered; and a very moderate annual 
tax which he pays for his land, fecures to him the poffeffion of it. 
But it frequently happens that fucceffive applications are made by feveral 
perfons for the fame land—not precifely for the fame tradl bounded by 
the fame limits—but for a tradl, which, having different boundaries, 
includes a greater or leffer part of that already granted ; of which the 
remainder is included in another limilar application. Thefe again fall 
under others of the fame kind in endlefs fucceffion; fo that the fame 
identical acres are often claimed by five or fix grantees, or even more. 

The ftate does not warrant to the grantee that the lands have not 
already been granted ; it is his bufinefs to acquire fuch information as 
{hall fecure to him the future poffeflion of the property. But, in an un¬ 
inhabited country, with a fingle office, where lands belonging to the 
ftate at large (without any fubdivifions into townffiips or counties) are 
granted, it is impoffible to acquire the neceffary information ; and men 
of the moft upright intentions are often deceived on the occafion. 
The {peculators find their account in this obfcurity: and in this kind 
of {peculation, which is very prevalent in Virginia, the inhabitants of 
Pennfylvania and the other northern Hates take a deep {hare. The 
ftate alfo derives a profit from thefe double or triple fales, by the 
money thence accruing. But, befides that it is the duty of a govern¬ 
ment to prel'erve the governed from impofition, and ftill more to 
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abftain from all participation in the,fraud—it is ea fy to forefee that a 
time will come when the grantees of tiicfe lands, mortified at leeing 
themfelves thus duped, and incenfed by a retufal on the part of govern- 
ment to refund their money, will carry into that country a new geim 
of difcontent, and confequently of difturbance. 

This flate of affairs is generally known at prefent : and accord- 
ingly Virginian lands are fallen into diicredit. The quantity is im— 
menfe: the courfe of annual migration tends rather to diminifh than 
increafe the population of Virginia: thus the period when the uncul¬ 
tivated lands, of which there are very extenfive tradts, ihall come to 
be inhabited, is much farther diflant there than iu any other {late of 
the Union. Meanwhile pretty numerous demands are already made to 
the court which is appointed to take cognizance of fuch affairs ; but 
that court, barely deciding in favour of the oldefl titles, pronounces 
the money to be abfolutely loll which the fecond or third grantees have 
paid to the {late for their lands, and to the furveyors for the expences 
of furveying. Thefe laft fums amount to double the price of the pur- 
chafe, that is to fay, to four cents per acre. 

From the condition of the finances of the {late of Virginia, it fol¬ 
lows that the burdens impofed on the citizens are, as I have already -re¬ 
marked, by no means heavy. The duty on the infpedlion of tobacco 
tends to render them Hill lighter. They confift of five {hillings on 
every hundred pounds eftimated value of lands, divided into four claffes 
(and the lands are always eftimated below their real value)—two 
dollars and one twelfth on every three hundred and thirty-three dol¬ 
lars eftimated value in city-lots—one {hilling and eight pence on each 
fl,ave below * the age of twelve years, except thofe who are exempted 
from taxation by the corporation of the place on account of their in¬ 
firmities—a film on each ftallion, whether horfe or afs, equal to the 
price demanded for his covering—four pence for every other horfe, 
mare, or mule—lorty {hillings for every ordinary licence—fifty dollars 

Au-deJJous in the French. Is it not a fault of print for att-dejfus, above ? 
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for each lilliard-table—fix fhillings per wheel on every four-wheeled 
carriage, except phaetons and waggons, which pay but four—and ten 
lhillings per wheel on every two-wheeled carriage. Such are the 
taxes voted in the laft feffion for the expences of 1796- They vary 
in proponion to the greater or leffer amount of public expenditure 
ordered. 

Independent of thefe taxes, there are duties impofed on proceedings 
in the fupreme court—on transfers of certificates of the furveys of 
land—on certificates and contracts drawn, by notaries—on certificates 
given by the county courts, or thofe of the towns—and, finally, on 
certificates paffing the great feal of the date. The valuation of the 
lands was made in 1781 and I782^andis permanent. Lands recently 
granted bp the date are fubjeCt to the tax. 

The fheriffs in the different counties are, by virtue of their office, 
collectors of all the taxes. They are annually nominated by the 
governor of the date, from, a lift of three juftices of the peace, 
drawn u.t by the county-courts. They cannot be continued in office 
above tw> years. They muft give fecu-rity to the amount of thirty 
thoufand dollars. They receive a com million of five per cent on the. 
fums by :hem collected. The coramiffioners (generally two in each 
county) vho affefs the taxes, receive a dollar per day during, the time 
they devete to that bufinefs. The duties on judicial proceffes are re¬ 
ceived by the county clerks, and by the officers who ififue them.— 
Every immigrant artifan who arrives in the Hate enjoys during five 
years an exemption from every other tax except, that on land, if he fol¬ 
lows a trade.—The taxes being light are well paid in Virginia. The 
feizure of movable property, and even of flaves, enfur.es the regular 
collection of all the funds.—The expences-of the government of Vir¬ 
ginia annually amount to a hundred and fixty thoufand. dollars.. 

The counties impofe no taxes unlefs when they, have bridges, prifons,. 
or court-loufes, to build. In fuch cafes the lands at the value eflimated 
for the fhte-taxes, and the negroes, are taken as data by which to re¬ 
gulate-the temporary impofitions which are deemed neceffary.—I have 

already. 
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already remarked that the roads are made and repaired by the labour 

of the inhabitants. . . . r . c 

The town-taxes are in general confined to thofe for the fupport of 

the poor. At Richmond they embrace a variety of objefts : they are 
impofed on carriages, and the letting of houfesj they comprize more¬ 
over an impofition of two killings per head on negroes above fixteen 
years of a°;e, &c. but they do not in any particular wear the features o 
an arbitrary capitation-tax, from which feveral of the other Rates are 
not exempt. 

The Rate of Virginia, like moR of the other Rates of the Union, is 
unprovided with arms for her militia, and cannon for her artillery. 
The late afiembly has ordered a yearly provifion to be made of four 
thoufand Rand of arms with military accoutrements, and ten pieces 
of cannon. Each artillery company is to have one. The magazine 
for their reception is appointed to be at Point-of-Fork on James- 
River; and the arms are fabricated at New-London in Bedford- 

County. 

A wife law of Virginia, intended to aft on the eleftors as a Rimulus 
to attend the numerous eleftions held in this Rate, fubjefts to a double 
tax all thofe who abfent themfelves on fuch occafions, unlefs they can 
plead ill health as their apology. 

There has not for a confiderable time been any eRablifliment of free 
fchools in Virginia. Every thing remained to be done in that refpeft 

_the divifion of counties into fchool-difirids—organization of their 

adminiRration—ereaion of fchool-houfes, &c. A law of the twenty- 
fecond of December 1776, has provided for all thefe objefts with 
prudence, forefight, and confummate judgement. Some years however 
muR yet elapfe before fuch efiablifhments can take place in every part 
of the Rate : but the foundations are already laid : and we may antici¬ 
pate the period when the fyRem of gratuitous public education will 
flourifli in Virginia for the whites, as it does in Maftachufetts and 
Conne&icut for all the inhabitants. 

The conRitution of Virginia, framed in 1776, eRabliRies the fame 

divifion 
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divifion of powers as the conftitutions of the other dates. Each of 
the counties, which are eighty-eight in number, fends two members to 
the houfe of delegates : Norfolk, Williamfburg, and Richmond, which 
are privileged towns, fend one each. They are ele&ed annually. 
The qualifications for eligibility are, that the candidate poflefs the 
rights of a citizen of Virginia, and have attained the age of twenty- 
one years. 

The fenate is compofed of twenty-four members—two for each 
diftri£t; the date being, for this fingle purpofe, divided into twelve 
imaginary diftrids. The fenators are eleded for four years ; and one 
quarter of their number annually vacate their feats. The age of 
twenty-five years is required for election into the fenate. The 
eledors muft podefs a hundred acres of uncultivated land, or twenty- 
five acres under cultivation, or a houfe or lot in a town. 

The governor, the executive council (without whofe concurrence 
he can do nothing), the judges of the fupreme court, the attorney- 
o-eneral, the treafurer, the director of the land-office, and the com- 
mander in chief of the militia, are chofen by ballot by both houfes. 

The governor is eleded for one year, and cannot continue in office 
above three years in feven. The executive council is compofed of 
eight members, two of whom are removed every three years by a 
ballot of both houfes, and are not re-eligible during the three years 
next enfuing. The prefident of the executive council, who is eleded- 
by the council itfelf, ads as governor of the date in cafe of the death, 
incapacity, or ablence, of the governor. 

The judges continue in office during good behaviour.—The treafurer 
is appointed only for one year, but is re-eligible. 

The judices of the peace are propofed by the county-courts to the 
governor, who appoints them without the power of rejedion. The 
l'ubordinate officers of judice are nominated by the courts to which 
they belong, and the condables by the judices of the peace. 

The governor cannot give his opinion on the Jaws: he cannot 
wrant a pardon without the confent of his council. Of all the dates 
° Vol. II. H of 
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the Union, Virginia is that in which the governor pofleffes the Icaft 
power, and the falaries of office are the loweft. The public functiona¬ 
ries here receive very flender remunerations : and accordingly employ¬ 
ments are habitually refufed by the very men who are beft qualified 
to hold them, but who, by accepting them, would lofe a confiderable 
portion of the income which they can derive from their profeflions, 
and who thus could lay up no referve for the eftabliffiment of their 
families. 

This conflitution, framed during the w r ar with the mother-country, 
is preceded by a preamble enumerating the grievances with which 
Virginia fo jufily reproached the * * * * government. 

The organization of the judicial fyftem is more complex in Virginia 
than elfewhere. Each county has a monthly court: four or five 
counties conftitute a diftriCt, where are held the circuit-courts, the 
general court, orphans’ court, chancellor’s court, &c. &c. The Vir¬ 
ginians are unanimous in alferting that the feats of judges are, with a 
few exceptions, very ill filled : and among the exceptions they mention 
the poft of chancellor, held by Mr. Whyte, who enjoys the general 
efteem. Thofe who are better qualified to fill the places of judges 
refufe them becaufe they are laborious and productive of little profit. 

PerfeCt freedom of religion is allowed by the laws of Virginia: but 
few nations are lefs addicted to religious practices than the Virginians. 
At Richmond there is no church. Prayers are fometimes read in the 
Capitol, in one of the halls deflined for the legiflature : and then they 
are read by an epifcopalian clergyman, becaufe thofe who call them- 
felves members of that profeffion are more numerous than the others. 
Meetings of anabaptifts, methodifts, and even quakers, are more regu¬ 
larly held, but in private houfes, as none of thofe feCls have any public 
building appropriated to the praClice of their religion. 

The colonization of Virginia, or rather its firft fcttlement, dates 
tiom the >ear 1584 , at which period Queen Elizabeth granted to Sir 
Walter Raleigh the property of all the lands he could difeover beyond 
the feas, uninhabited by any Chriftian nation, This property extended 

to 
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the diftance of two hundred leagues from any habitations which the 
new colony might eftablifh within fix years. The queen referved for 
herfelf only a fifth part of the produce of any gold or filver mines 
which might be difcovered. It was in the ifle of Roanoke, which now 
conftitutes a part of North-Carolina, that the new fettlers firft landed: 
and hence they afterward proceeded to Hatoralk in the bay of Chefa- 
peak. This eftablifhment, which was not aided by any public 
afliftance from England, already coft Sir Walter Raleigh forty thoufand 
pounds fterling. He was therefore obliged to form a partnerlhip with 
Thomas Smith and other adventurers, to whom, in return for confide- 
rable fums of money received from them, he granted an unlimited 
freedom of trade and a Ihare in the proprietorihip. But in l 0 o 3 Sir 
Walter was arrefted by order of the Engliih court; and it has never 
fince been known what became of the imall number of colonifts at 
that time fettled in his immenfc grant. 

From the misfortunes of Sir Walter Raleigh fome rich proprietors 
and merchants of London, who were jealous of his pofleffion, con¬ 
ceived the idea that he had no longer any claim to it: and this 
opinion received confirmation from the condudl of king James, who, 
by letters patent, granted to Sir Thomas Gates, the Earl of Sahfbury, 
and fome others, for themfelves and their heirs, all the lands of Vir¬ 
ginia, to the extent of two hundred miles north and fouth of Point 
Comfort, together with the adjacent iflands within a hundred miles of 
the coalt. See. See. This company was incorporated under the name 
of “ treafurers and company of adventurers and planters of the city of 
London for the firft colony in Virginia.” This patent, iflued in 1609, 
granted and allowed freedom of commerce with England, exemption 
from all taxes, and the rights of an Englifh fubjedt, to every perfon bom 
in the new colony. The council, which was to fit in London for the 
dirediion of the enterprize, was chofen by the nomination of the com¬ 
pany. Never was patent granted in luch extenfive latitude. 

The Indians, as in every other inftance, aflified the riling colony : 
they had fhown themfelves equally kind and holpitable to Sir W alter 

H 2 Raleigh: 
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Raleigh : but here allb, as every-where clfe, they in the end became 
objects of perfecution ; and wars between them and the colonifls (hook 
and diflurbed the new fettlement. 

In ]62l, a fort of conflitution had been given to the colony by the 
company who were its proprietors. This conflitution appointed an 
annual affembly compofed of two reprefentatives from each town, 
plantation, or hundred—a privy council nominated by the company— 
and a governor, alfo of their nomination, who poffefTed a negative on 
the laws propofed by the affembly. 

In 1622, Charles the Firfl, diffatisfied with the condudl of the com¬ 
pany, took the government of the colony into his own hands, in viola¬ 
tion of the charter granted by his predeceffor, which deprived him of 
that right. This change of matters, however, did not affcCf either the 
rights or the opinions of the colonifis. 

It was under the reign of Charles the^Firfl that Lords Baltimore 
and Fairfax obtained a difmemberment of the jurifdidtion, govern¬ 
ment, and territory, of Virginia. 

In 1050 , after the depofition of that prince, the Englifh parliament 
forbade the colonies to carry on any commerce with foreign nations: 
and this was the firft ttep in that prohibitory fyftem, of which the fup- 
port and the confequences have fince been attended with the lofs to 
England of her colonies in North America. 

The colony of Virginia for lome time refufed to acknowledge the au¬ 
thority of Cromwell and the republican parliament: but in 1651 the co¬ 
lonifis laid down their arms, and received from parliament a new charter 
confirming them in the enjoyment of all their former rights, except the 
poffeffion of that portion of their territory antecedently granted to Lords 
Baltimore and Fairfax. But, after the reftoration of royalty in Eng¬ 
land, the fucceeding kings paid no greater refpedl to this charter than 
Charles the Firfl had fhown to the former. The aflembly was now 
divided into two houfes : appeals were carried from the tribunals of 
Virginia to London : the prohibition of foreign trade was again en¬ 
forced— 
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forced—the territory of Virginia diminifhed—the inhabitants of the 
colony thrown into prifon, tranlported to England, &c. &c. 

Virginia, thinking herfelf more feverely aggrieved by England than 
any other of the American colonies, was one of the firft to take a part 
in the revolution : and no one of the Hates made more vigorous efforts, 
expended greater {urns, or difplayed more fignal energy, to accompiilh 
that happy object. 

DEPARTURE FROM RICHMOND—MANCHESTER—JOURNEY 

TO PETERSBURG. 

The bridge that unites Richmond to Manchefler is one of the word 
and mod: dangerous of all poflible bridges. In its length it is divided 
by two i{lands : but, from one end to the other, it is nothing better 
than an irregular affemblage of unjoined unfaffened planks laid upon 
ioifts which bend in confequence of their length, and which themfelves 
reff on piers, partly of wood partly of Hone, the tottering remains of a 
fomewhat better bridge that was deftroyed a lew years fince by an ex¬ 
traordinary fwell of the river. Thefe remnants of the former piers are 
moreover of unequal height, fo that this bridge poffeffes every imagina¬ 
ble charadteriftic of infolidity. It is calltd a temporary bridge, be- 
caufe the people talk of building another: but the fame thing has been 
faid for the laft five or fix years, during which period the paffage has 
continued in its prefent ftate. There are not even any funds pointed 
out for that objedt ; and it would require confiderable fums to ere< 5 t the 
intended bridge in fuch manner as to fecure it again ft thofe annual 
frefhes which are very powerful, and which acquire additional violence 
in paffing the falls, at the foot of which the bridge {lands. Thofe 
yearly fwells of the river, particularly at the clofe of winter, rife from 
twenty-five to thirty feet in height.—In addition to its other defedls, 
this wretched bridge is unprovided with rails or parapets: and not a 
year paffes without witneffing fome melancholy accidents in confe¬ 
quence. 


Mancheffer 
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Manchefler is a very neat little village, well built, and Handing on a 
very gentle declivity. Gardens and trees abound within it, and it pre- 
fents, as I have before obferved, a beautiful profpebt from Richmond. But 
the country over which a traveller paffes on his way from Manchefler 
to Peterfburg, is flat, and for the moll part barren : very little culture 
appears; but an almoft uninterrupted fucceflion of woods, broken how¬ 
ever by here and there fome fields which yield four or five bufhels of 
wheat per acre, or from eight to ten of Indian corn. Thefe fields are 
never manured ; hardly even are they ploughed; and it feldom hap¬ 
pens that their owners for two fucceflive years exadl from them thefe 
fcanty crops. 

Ofborne’s, at the diftance of fifteen miles from Richmond, is the only 
village on the road. It is fituate on the bank of a river which winds 
in numerous maeanders. From Ofborne’s to Peterfburg, the face of 
the country continues the fame : it prefents indeed a fomewhat greater 
number of log-houfes, but every where exhibits the features of lazinefs, 
of ignorance, and confequently of poverty. Although a great part 
of thefe lands be naturally bad, neverthelefs, with greater induftry 
and more judicious management, they might be cultivated to ad¬ 
vantage ; for they produce trees of tolerable height and good qua¬ 
lity. 

PETERSBURG. 

Peterfburg is built on the Appomattox. At the town and ten miles 
below it, this river is but four or five feet deep. The veffels therefore 
which can come up to Peterfburg are Hill inferior in point of tonnage 
to thole which can go up to Richmond. Broad-bay, eight miles 
below Peterfburg, is the place where the veffels are loaded. 
i The trade of Peterfburg is fimilar to that of Richmond : but, as 
this town lies nearer to North-Carolina, it receives a greater quantity, 
than the other, of the produce of that Hate, fuch as wheat, tobacco, 
fait provifions, and fome hemp. Its exportations are for the fame 

reafon 





BV TITL PUKE PE LA BOCIIEFOUC AULT LIANCOURT. 


55 


reafon mere considerable than thofe of Richmond, although, generally 
fpeaking, the produce it receives is inferior in quality. Tobacco, for 
inftance, which fells at Richmond for fix or feven dollars the hundred 
weight, does not fetch quite five at Petersburg. The caufe of this 
difference is the fuperiority of the foil, and it is faid alfo of the culti¬ 
vation, in the lands on the banks of James-River and to the right of it, 
where grows the tobacco that is almofl exclufively carried to Rich¬ 
mond. The price of tobacco has experienced a rife of two fifths with¬ 
in the laSt two or three years, becaufe the increafed price of wheat has 
induced the planters to appropriate to the culture of that grain con- 
fiderable trafts of land which were before devoted to the railing of to¬ 
bacco, and the two Jail crops of this plant have moreover been very in¬ 
different. 

Flour-mills are more numerous at Peterfburg and in its vicinity 
than at Richmond : but, if we may judge of the flour that is ex¬ 
ported, by that of which they make the bread that is eaten in the 
beft houfes and even at the tables of the mill-owners, it muff be very 
far inferior to that of Philadelphia. It is not white ; and the millers 
fay that stood wheat is difficult to be procured. The grain which I 
have feen of the prefent crop—for the harveft is every-where nearly 
finifhed—is fmall and light. Ncverthelefs the flour fells at thirteen 
and even fourteen dollars ; and the millers of Petersburg, expe&ing a 
further encreafe in the price, paid, two months Since, fo high as two 
dollars and a half per bufhcl for wheat, even for very confiderable 
quantities. The intelligence from Europe, however, threatens them 
with a prodigious discount on the expedfed profits of their fpecula- 
tion; fince there has lately arrived at Boflon a veSfel which had failed 
from Norfolk in February, and which has brought back to America 
her cargo of three thoufand barrels of flour, for which She could not 
obtain above eight dollars per barrel either in France or England. 
That article has recently been fold for feven and half at Alexandria 
and Norfolk. 

At Petersburg, as well as at Richmond, the mills are upon a good 

conflrudion. 
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conftru&ion. Five bufhels of w.heat yield a barrel of fiift flour . fix 
are required to produce a barrel of fuperfine flour, exclufive of the 
fecond flour, the pollard, and bran. The miller’s claim is one eighth ; 
fometimes, when bufinefs is dull with him, he contents himfelf with a 
tenth. By the way, it appears that tie dexterity of the Virginian mil¬ 
lers in making the moft of their grift is in no wife inferior to that of the 
millers in Europe. 

Peterfburg is a tolerably neat little town, built along the river-lide, 
only two ftreets deep, and a mile and half in extent, on a hill of 
pretty rapid elevation. Blandford, which is now united with Peterf¬ 
burg into one corporation, is the part which is more remarkable for 
elegant and well-built houfes. 

Society at Peterfburg appears polite, obliging, and hofpitable. Poli¬ 
tical opinion, divided here as every- where elfe, is by a great majority 
in favour of oppofition. This difference of fentiments however is lets 
produ&ive here, than at Richmond, of difunion between the individuals 
of oppofite parties. Colonel Peachy, Dodtor Stone, Mr. Euftis, brothel 
to my friend Doflor Euftis of Bofton, Major Gibbon, Mr. Campbell, 
are the perfons in whofe company I hive ofteneft been during my fhort 
ftay in this town. The laft-mentioned^gentleman has lately married 
Mademoifelle de la Porte, a French lady, niece to Monfieur de Tubeuf, 
who, after having fettled about three years fince in the back country of 
Virginia, was there murdered by twe Irifhmen, who fuppofed him to 
be poffeffed of a great deal of money. 

The prices of the ncceffaries of life are nearly the fame here as at 
Richmond : and Peterfburg is equally deftitute of churches. 


PRESQU’ILE, Mr. DAVIES RANDOLPH'S PLANTATION. 

At Peterfburg I had met Mr. Davies Randolph, for whom I had 
a letter ; and, in confequence of his invitation, I went to his houfe and 
there fpent a day. He lives at City-Point or Bermuda-Hundred, the 
place where the river Appomattox difeharges its ftream into Jamcs- 

River. 
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River. Here the water is fuffieiently deep to admit fhips of any ton¬ 
nage : and this in the place where the larger veffels diicharge theii 
cargoes into lighters, and thus forward to Richmond and Peteifbuig the 
merchandize which they have brought. City-Point is the fpot where 
the cuftom-houfe is eftablifhed for thofe two places. If the towns of 
Richmond and Petersburg had been eredfed at City-Point, their com¬ 
merce would have been more coafiderable, their intercourfe with Eu¬ 
rope more dired, and Norfolk would not, as now is the cafe, have en- 
groffed almoft the entire trade of that part of Virginia. But City- 
Point lies low, and is furrounded by fwamps. The air in the vicinity 
is not falubrious; and, in all probability, the detriment which the in¬ 
habitants muft have fuffered in point of health would have been fuf- 
ficient to counterbalance the advantage of fuperior opulence. 

At a half-mile from the cuftom-houfe ftands the habitation of Mr. 
Davies Randolph, in one of thofe long windings which James-River 
forms in this part: from which circumftance it is that this plantation 
bears the name of Prelqu’ile (or Peninfula). 

Mr. Davies Randolph is fully entitled to the reputation which he 
■enjoys of being the beft farmer in the whole country. He pofieftes 
feven hundred and fifty acres of land, of which three hundred and 
fifty are at prefent fufceptible of cultivation ; the reft are all fwampy 
grounds, which may probably be drained at a confiderable expence, but 
which have not yet undergone that procefs. Eight negroes (of whom 
two are little better than children), two horfes, and four oxen, culti¬ 
vate thofe three hundred and fifty acres, which he has divided into fields 
of forty acres inclofed. Of thofe three hundred and fitty acres, only 
forty,which are fubdivided into fix portions, ar-c alternately dunged* the 
remainder never has been fo. 

The common rotation of culture in the country is, Indian coin, 
wheat, fallow, and thus again in regular fucccffion. 1 he lands pro¬ 
duce from five to eight bufhels of wheat per acre, and from twelve to 
fifteen of Indian corn, according to their quality. Mr. Randolph has de¬ 
viated from this iyftem of culture on his eftate : that which he purfues 
Yql.IL I is 
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is as follows—Indian corn, oats, wheat, rye, fallow; and he raifes 
from ten to twelve bufhels of wheat per acre, and from eighteen to 
twenty-five of Indian corn. The rife in the price of wheat has in¬ 
duced him to vary the rotation of his crops', and to fubflitute that of 
wheat, oats or rye, wheat, two years’ fallow. By purfuing this me¬ 
thod, he reaps from thirteen to. fixteen bufhels- of wheat. He fepa- 
rately cultivates the Indian corn in one or two fields according to his 
former rotation. He has proved by experience that manuring with 
dung triples the produce. His lands are good ; and, compared with 
the reft of the country, they are kept in very excellent condition, 
though very indifferently in comparifon with the molt ordinary hus¬ 
bandry of Europe. He keeps no cows except .for the purpofes of the 
dairy, and to furnifh him with calves for his own confumption. His 
cows are very fine, and of his own rearing. His labouring oxen are of 
a fmall breed ; and it is thought in the country that thofe of larger fize 
could not ftand the heat. He purchafes thofe labouring oxen at thirty 
dollars the pair. Mr. Randolph feeds thirty fheep, but merely for the 
fupply of his own table. 

He declares that each of his negroes laft year produced to him, afi- 
tei all expences paid, a net fum of three hundred dollars, although he 
fold his wheat for no more than a dollar the bufhel. He expeded that 
they would this year have cleared him four hundred dollars each : but 
the fall in the prices of produce will difappoint his hopes. 

The fituation of his houfe gives him alfo the means of annually fellu 
ing eight or nine hundred dollars’ worth of fifh—fturgeon, fhad and 
herrings, which he falts. 


His fwampy grounds fupply him with abundance of timber for fuel 
and fences: but they produce a ftill greater abundance of noxious ex¬ 
halations which prove a fource of frequent and dangerous difeafes 
Mr. Randolph is himfelf very f.ckly ; and his young and amiable wife 
as not enjoyed one month of good health fince (he firft came to live 
on this plantation. Accordingly Mr. Randolph intends to quit it, and 
remove to Richmond, where moreover he has frequent bufmefs j„ 

confequence 
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eonfequence of his office, which is that of marfhal to the ftate. He 
wifhes to fell this plantation, which, in the worft years, has brought 
him in eighteen hundred dollars, and which, for the laft two years, 
ha^ yielded him three thoufand five hundred. It is in very good con¬ 
dition : but he cannot find a purchafer for it at the fum of twenty 
thoufand dollars, which he demands. Tins fadl furnifhes a proper 
idea of the low price of land in Virginia. I have been affured, that, 
although fome of the lands have doubled their value during the laft 
twenty years, a much greater portion have fallen in their price. 

BERMUDA-HUNDRED —EXPORTATIONS FROM RICHMOND 

AND PETERSBURG. 

During my ftay at the houfe of Mr. Davies Randolph I had an 
opportunity of learning, with fome degree of minutenefs, the amount 
and value of the exports from Bermuda-Hundred or City-Point, the 
emporium and cuftom-houfe of the two towns of Richmond and Pe- 
terlburg. I received the details of particulars from Mr. Helt, the col¬ 
lector of the cuftoms at that place. 


Statement of the Exportations from Bermuda-Hundred or City-Point 


Years. 

Flour. 

Indian corn, \ 

including meal. ] 

A. 

Wheat. 

1 _ 

Tobacco. 

Other 

articles. 

Total 

value. 

r-; 

Quantity. 

Value. 

r 

Quantity. 

Value. 

| Quantity. 

Value. 

r 

Quaotity.J 

Value. 

Value. 

Barrels. 

Dollars. 

Bufhels. 

! Dollars. 1 

1 Bufliels. 

Dollars. 

Hogfhds. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

1791. 

1792. 

1 793 - 
x 794 * 

1 795 * 
firit fix 
months 
of 

1796. 

10,090 

16,708 

28,877 

S * 8 53 

8,102 

3, 00 

48,125 

54.653 

164,018 

30,904 

81,753 

48,488 

21,180 

47,722 

262 

2,097 

33 . 35 8 

6,354 

14,316 

T 33 
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33 , 3 oi 

165,635 

75**46 

88,115 
31,212 

* 37,477 

67,382 

99 , 7^3 

32,252 

• • • • 

29,994 
27,660 
I 5,°43 
* i ,995 
9*475 

4,473 

1,029,876! 

I 7°75447 

556,584 

443,828 

375,8*6 

293.456 

'41,293 

| 2 4 , 77 I 

25,000 

* 3 > 3*7 

16,365 

12,704 

1,263,126 
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$0 travels in north America, 

REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING TABLE. 

In the column of flour, the feconds and even the pollards are included 
with that of the firfl quality. 

From the different flatements included in the above table, it re* 
fults, 

l °. That, during the lafl five years and half, the feveral articles have 
individually rifen more or lefs in price, but all in general very con* 
fiderably. 

2 °. That the exportation of tobacco has undergone a diminution 
of one half, in point of quantity ; but that the article has doubled in 
value. 

3 °. That the quantity of flour has exceflively diminifhed, at leaft 
fo far as regards the diredt exportation: for it is certain that the greateft 
quantity is exported by the way of Baltimore. 

4 °. That the exportation of wheat has dwindled to nothing : a cir- 
cumftance which, exclufive of the fame common caufe that has con¬ 
tributed to diminifh the exportation of flour, has moreover for its par¬ 
ticular reafon the number of mills which are daily eredted in Vir¬ 
ginia. 

RETURN TO RICHMOND — FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON 

THAT TOWN. 

Monfieur Guillemard had accompanied me to Prefqu’ile ; and we 
returned together by the fame road which we had travelled on the pre¬ 
ceding day. 

Mr. Hopkins, commiffioner of the loan-office of the United States 
*—Monfieur Chevalier, his brother-in-law, of whom I have already 
made mention—Do&or Maclue, a native of Scotland, a phyfician of 
high repute, and a well-informed man—Governor Brooke—Mr. John. 
Marfhall—Mr. Campbell—Dodtor Foulchie, with whom the affairs of 


one 
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one of my friends brought me acquainted—MefiVs. Brown and Bui — 
ton, Englilh merchants—are the perfons with whom I was moft fre¬ 
quently in company at Richmond. The political opinions of thofe 
feveral gentlemen are extremely different : but in the l'ocial circle 
there prevails among them a degree of pohtenefs which would prevent 
a ft ranger from perceiving that difference if he were not pievioufly 
apprized of it. 

There are no doubt at Richmond, as in every other part of Vir¬ 
ginia, a certain number of individuals, who, diffatisfied with the com¬ 
mercial treaty, carry their refentment of it to an exceflive length, and 
would wilh for luch a change in the conftitution of the United States, 
as ftiould render it more democratic: but I have never heard even the 
moft violent of that clafs exprefs a wifti for feparation or difunion : 
and indeed it muft be confefted, that, under the prefent mediocrity of 
wealth in the ftate of Virginia, the paucity of her population in pro¬ 
portion to her extent, and her backwardnefs in point of agricultural 
improvement, the inhabitants could not reafonably entertain a defire of 
fuch an event. 

Mr. J. Marfhall, confpicuoufly eminent as a profeflor of the law, is, 
beyond all doubt one of thofe who rank higheft in the public opinion 
at Richmond. He is what is termed a federalift, and perhaps at time& 
fomewhat warm in fupport of his opinions,, but never exceeding the 
bounds of propriety, which a man of his goodnefs and prudence and 
knowledge is incapable of tranfgrelfing. He may be confidered as a 
diftinguilhed character in the United States. His political enemies al¬ 
low him to poflefs great talents, but accufe him of ambition.. I know 
not whether the charge be well or ill grounded, or whether that am¬ 
bition might ever be able to, impel him to a derelidlion of his prin¬ 
ciples—a conduct of which I am inclined to difbelieve the poflibility 
on his part. He has already refufed feveral employments under the 
general government, preferring the income derived from his pro- 
feffional labours (which is more than fufficient for his moderate fyfiem. 
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of economy), together with a life of tranquil cafe in the midft of his 
family and in his native town. Even by his friends he is taxed with 
lome little propenfity to indolence: but even if this reproach were well 
founded, he neverthelefs difplays great fuperiority in his profeflion when 
he applies his mind to bufinefs. 

DEPARTURE FROM RICHMOND FOR THE MOUNTAINS. 

DOVER COAL-MINE. 


On the 20th of June, Mr. Guillemard and myfelf fet out for the 
mountains; Monticello, the habitation of Mr. JefFerfon, was the ob¬ 
ject or this part of our journey. Melfrs. Graham and Flavans, mer¬ 
chants of Richmond, and owners of a coal-mine, were fo kind as to 
condudt us thither. This mine is fcarcely wrought. Several pits 
have been funk, and rehnquifhed again, in hopes of difeovering coals 
of a fuperior quality, and in -greater abundance, in other places. It ap¬ 
pears to be very rich, and to form a part of the fame bed which is 
found in the environs, and has been worked for many years on the 
weft fide of the river. But thefe gentlemen, who are neither chemifts 
noi mechanicians, are content to grope their way without applying 
for advice to more enlightened men; for there is not one perfon 
throughout America verfed in the art of working mines *. 

This is one of the objedts, in regard to which literary focieties mi<ftit 
render themfelves extremely ufeful in the United States. They might 
eafily infert in the public papers extraas of the beft works, written in 
Enghfh, French, and German, on this fcience, which has been brought 
to fuch perfeaion in Europe. Nor would it be an arduous talk to 
o on this head, as on all fubjeas of univerfal utility, a correfpondence 
with men of letters in Europe. The publication of this correfpond- 


* The Dukemuft apply this obfervation to the natives ; for 
the working of mines, have certainly emigrated to America. 
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cnce, would introduce into America a knowledge of the progrefs and 
difcoveries made in the fcience of mines, and all the unpleafant 
trouble and ruinous expence of fruitlefs experiments would be pre¬ 
vented, 

Meffrs. Graham and Havans employ about five hundred negroes in 
this mine, and the bufinefs of the farm, in the province of which 
it is fituated. In the lowed: ground the vein runs one hundred and 
twenty feet below the furface, and is, in general, twenty-four feet thick. 
The ground, from the furface down to the vein confifts of a good red 
and yellow clay, interfperfed with ftone, eafily reducible to duft. The 
vein is enveloped in a fmall layer of imperfect flate, and refts on a 
bed of granite ; a circumftance, which, in the opinion of my friend, 
Mr. Guillemard, mull: puzzle all the naturalifls of Europe. The coals 
of this mine, and indeed of all thofe which have hitherto been open¬ 
ed in this country, are very fmall, and the moft folid pieces which 
can be obtained crumble into duft at the flighteft fliock, fo that they 
are more adapted to be ufed in the forges of fmiths, than to be burned 
in grates. Some veins, it is fuppofed, contain more folid coals j if this 
fhould be the cafe, the mine would prove far more profitable for the 
owners : but this fuppofition remains as yet a matter of mere con- 
jedlure. 

This farm, compofed of three hundred and fifty acres of land-, which 
is for the moft part of the very beft quality, and containing a mine, 
the exiftence of which w 7 as not unknown to the vender, brought three 
years ago no more than five thouland three hundred and thirty-three 
dollars, which makes about eighteen dollars per acre. The farm is 
managed in the common ftyle of the country, that is, very badly ; but 
as it chiefly confifts of low grounds, the crops are in general better 
than on other eftates, where the culrure of the foil is equally neg- 
ledled. 

The road from Richmond to Dover (this ia the name of the place 
where the mine is found), lies through woods of a middling quality; 
the foil is poor, and partly cultivated, though in a very indifferent 
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manner. The houfes are finall, bad, and not numerous. 7 hey arc 
inhabited by white people, who do not leem to be in eafy circum- 
ftances. 

On palling the creek of Fuckehoe, you quit the county of Hen* 
rico, in which Richmond is fituated, and enter that of Goochland. 

GOOCHLAND COURT-HOUSE. 

The country between Dover and Goochland court-houle, where 
we ftopped at night, is more variegated than before; you find there 
more heights, and fome fine prolpedts, elpecially on Mount Pleafant, 
which commands a wide extenfive vale, entirely cleared, and full of 
houfes, and clumps of trees, which have been left Handing near the 
habitations and in the middle of the fields. 

This day was a court-day at Goochland. The juftices of the peace 
of the county meet here every month for the adminiftration of jultice. 
The feflion affembles here, befides the neighbouring judges, lawyers, 
and parties whofe caufes are to be tried, numbers of idle people who 
come lels from a defire to learn what is going forwards than to drink 
together. 

It was near nine o’clock at night when I arrived, before Mr. Guil- 
lemard. The company was about to break up ; the accounts were 
fettled j every one had already mounted his horfe, and nothing pre¬ 
vented their feparation but the irrefolution and prattle common to 
drunken people, and the ufual attachment between them when they 
meet to get intoxicated together. By my manner of talking Engliih 
to the landlord, the company eafily difcerned that I was a Frenchman. 
Immediately they jumped all off their horfes, pulled me down from 
mine, elaiped me in their arms, and exclaimed—“ You are a French¬ 
man—well, you are our friend, our dear friend ; we would all of us 
die for every Frenchman; we are good republicans, we would kill 
all the Engliih ; that would be an excellent thing, would not it ? Oh, 
our friend, our dear friend “ He is a Frenchman,” they faid to each 
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other, “ the brave dear gentleman Is a Frenchman ! But as you are a 
Frenchman, you niuft drink forae grog with us.”—They embraced me, 
pulled me about in every direction, and (hook me by the hand .— (i Do 
pray tell us what we can do for you; you are our brother.” I was 
overwhelmed by their number and carefles to fuch a degree, that I 
was hardly able to bring my foot to the ground. Although their 
drunken profeffions were rather of too fentimental a complexion, yet I 
could not be difpleafed with their purpofe and intention $ on the con¬ 
trary, in this refpe< 5 t they gave me great fatisfa&ion. I anfwered them 
as well as circumftances would admit: but my anfwer, as may be eafily 
conceived, was drowned in the noife of their joyful profeffions. Dur¬ 
ing this time arrived a large bowl of grog, and we drank one after 
another, toafting the French, France, America, Virginia, and M. de 
la Fayette, whofe name they mentioned with enthufiafm. In fpite of 
my little difpofition fpr drinking, I was obliged two or three times to 
drink in my turn ; for it was abfolutely neceffary to empty the bowl. It 
was with great difficulty I prevented the arrival of a fecond; and the 
inn-keeper having told them that the Frenchman (fpeaking of me) 
had made a long journey, and confequently wanted repofe, I was at 
length able to difengage myfelf from the officious hands of thcfe good 
people, who would all take me home, ten, fifteen, or twenty miles di- 
ftant from the place of our meeting. 

Another circumftance which favoured our reparation, was the tragic 
return of one of the guefls, who had left the company before my ar¬ 
rival to fight another drunkard. This poor young man, who arrived 
in his battle-array, that is, quite naked, was covered with blood from 
a blow which tore away a part of his ear, and from another on his 
eye, which feemed ftarting out of his head. The tender afFe£lions of 
my friends were now turned towards their wounded companion, and 
I rejoined Mr. Guillemard, who had arrived during the feftive recep¬ 
tion which I experienced ; but hearing that the Englifh were rather 
feverely treated, did not think it convenient to' join us. 

In Virginia, where the villages are lefs numerous than in other 
Vol, II. K parts, 




66 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


parts, and inns very fcarc'e, there is’ generally one adjoining the Court- 
Houfe, without which the juftices, lawyers, and parties, would have n® 
means to procure either a bed or food. We were very well lodged in 
the houfe deftined for the judges, where we fhared the parlour with 
three counfellors, very civil and fober men, and good companions. 
Their fentiments in favour of France and her fuccefles, clothed in 
language more fenfible than that of my firft acquaintances in the place, 
bore a ftrong appearance of fincerity and candour. They told us, that, 
by what they had learned, France had demanded of America twenty 
thoufand troops to affifl her in the prefervation of her colonies in the 
Weft Indies, and they entertained no doubt but that America, mindful 
of her obligations to France, would readily comply with the demand. 
It is evident that thefe good gentlemen were by no means pofTeffed of 
corrett information relative to the difpofition of their government, and 
over-rated the extent of national gratitude. However this may be, 
you hear in Virginia the fame language expreffive of attachment to 
France, of hatred and efpecially of diftruft in regard to England, and 
of affection for M. de la Fayette, which you meet with in every other 
part of the United States that is not fituated in the immediate vicinity 
of great towns, and places abforbed in mercantile fpeculations. In 
general, the inhabitants of the country, and thofe of large towns— 
thofe who live at a confiderable diftance from the fea-coaft, and thofe 
who belong to trading places—are two deferiptions of people altogether 
diftindt from each other in point of manners and opinions. The truth 
of this remark, which is obvious in all countries, is more ftrikingly fo 
in America, where the people are only divided into the two dalles of 
traders and cultivators, where trade and commerce, which are almoft 
entirely iii the hands of England, naturally find their interefts interwoven 
with thofe of that kingdom, and where the merchants and traders adting 
upon this principle, and poflefled of that powerful influence which is 
generally derived from fuperior wealth, form, as it were, a diftindt 
nation within a nation ; while, on the other hand, the country people., 
attached by their own interefts to the profperity of that country 

only 








BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHE FOUCAULT LIAKCOURT. 


67 


only which they inhabit, defire it fincerely and exclufively, and are 
merely liable to thofe errors into which ignorance may betray their 
good difpofition. 

M. DE RIEUX. BIRD-ORDINARY. 

The road grows ftill duller after you leave Goochland Court- 
Houfe. It is every where furrounded with woods, and the eye 
difcerns no difference of hills and dales but that of the road, from 
its riles , and falls. The plantations become conftantly lefs fre¬ 
quent, and lefs extenfive j and cultivation is ftill more confined. Inns 
are very fcarce on this road ; the next is nearly feventeen miles 
diftant from that where we pafled the night. I went a mile farther 
on to ftop at one which I knew was kept by a Frenchman, whole 
houle, I had alfo learned, was lately deftroyed by fire. This French¬ 
man formerly kept a ftore at Charlotte-Ville. Having there ex¬ 
perienced misfortunes not occafioned by mifcondutt, he eftablilhed 
himfelf where he now is, on the ftrength of an alfurance which had 
been given him, that, from the general diflatisfadlion exprelfed at the 
management of the neighbouring inn, his houfe would be much fre¬ 
quented by travellers. In this he has not been deceived ; they all put 
up at his inn. The unfortunate fire, in which he loft all his furniture 
and ftock in trade, which he eftimates at upwards of fifteen hundred 
dollars, is attributed to his great fuccefs, 'and the jealouly excited by it 
in the breaft of the miftrefs of the rival neighbouring inn. His name is 
Plumard de Rieux , and he is a native of Nantes. If he belongs, as he 
fays, to the family of Rieux, which however appears not to be the 
cafe from his name Plumard, he would appertain to one of thofe to 
which ancient opinions affigned the firft rank in France. He is brother 
of a lieutenant in the navy, who, lharing the political fentiments of 
the ancient navy, has refufed to ferve fince the beginning of the re¬ 
volution. M. de Rieux married in America the daughter of Mr. 
Mazzei an Italian, who had fettled on that continent, and w r ho 
during the revolution adted the part of a zealous republican, but after- 
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parts, and inns very fcarc'e, there is’ generally one adjoining the Court- 
Houfe, without which the juftices, lawyers, and parties, would have no 
means to procure either a bed or food. We were very well lodged in 
the houfe deftined for the judges, where we thared the parlour with 
three counfellors, very civil and fober men, and good companions. 
Their fentrments in favour of France and her fuccehes, clothed in. 
language more fenfible than that of my firft acquaintances in the place, 
bore a ftrong appearance of fincerity and candour. They told us, that, 
by what they had learned, France had demanded of America twenty 
thoufand troops to aflift her in the prefervation of her colonies in the 
Weft Indies, and they entertained no doubt but that America, mindful 
of her obligations to France, would readily comply with the demand. 
It is evident that thefe good gentlemen were by no means polfefted of 
correct information relative to the difpofition of their government, and 
over-rated the extant of national gratitude. However this may be, 
you hear in Virginia the fame language expreffive of attachment to 
France, of hatred and efpecially of diftruft in regard to England, and 
of affection for M. de la Fayette, which you meet with in every other 
part of the United States that is not fituated in the immediate vicinity 
of great towns, and places abforbed in mercantile {peculations, lu 
general, the inhabitants of the country, and thofe of large towns— 
thofe who live at a confiderable diftance from the fea-coaft, and thofe 
who belong to trading places—are two defcriptions of people altogether 
diftindt from each other in point of manners and opinions. The truth 
of this remark, which is obvious in all countries, is more ftrikingly fo 
in America, where the people are only divided into the two clafles of 
traders and cultivators, where trade and commerce, which are almoft 
entirely in the hands of England, naturally find their interefts interwoven 
with thofe of that kingdom, and where the merchants and traders adting 
upon this principle, and poflefied of that powerful influence which is 
generally derived from fuperior wealth, form, as it were, a diftindt 
nation within a nation ; while, on the other hand, the country people, 
attached by their own interefts to the profperity of that country 
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only which they inhabit, defire it fincerely and exclufively, and are 
merely liable to thofe errors into which ignorance may betray their 
good difpofition. 

M. DE RIEUX. BIRD-ORDINARY. 

The road grows Rill duller after you leave Goochland Court- 
Houfe. It is every where furrounded with woods, and the eye 
difcerns no difference of hills and dales but that of the road, from 
its riles. and falls. The plantations become conftantly lefs fre¬ 
quent, and lefs extenlive ; and cultivation is Rill more confined. Inns 
are very fcarce on this road ; the next is nearly feventeen miles 
difiant from that where we pafled the night. I went a mile farther 
on to Rop at one which I knew was kept by a Frenchman, whole 
houfe, I had alfo learned, was lately deRroyed by fire. This French¬ 
man formerly kept a Rore at Charlotte-Ville. Having there ex¬ 
perienced misfortunes not occafioned by mifcondudf, he eRablilhed 
himfelf where he now is, on the Rrength of an allurance which had 
been given him, that, from the general diflatisfadtion exprefled at the 
management of the neighbouring inn, his houfe would be much fre¬ 
quented by travellers. In this he has not been deceived ; they all put 
up at his inn. The unfortunate fire, in which he loR all his furniture 
and Rock in trade, which he eRimates at upwards of fifteen hundred 
dollars, is attributed to his great fuccefs, ’and the jealouly excited by it 
in the breafi of the miRrefs of the rival neighbouring inn. His name is 
Plumard de Rieux, and he is a native of Nantes. If he belongs, as he 
fays, to the family of Rieux, which however appears not to be the 
cafe from his name Plumard, he would appertain to one of thofe to 
which ancient opinions afiigned the firR rank in France. He is brother 
of a lieutenant in the navy, who, lharing the political fentiments of 
the ancient navy, has refufed to ferve fince the beginning of the re¬ 
volution. M. de Rieux married in America the daughter of Mr. 
Mazzei an Italian, who had fettled on that continent, and who 
during the revolution adled the part of a zealous republican, but after- 
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wards returned to Europe, where, from his reputation of being a friend 
of liberty, he was appointed charge d ’ affaires at Paris by the King and 
the Republic of Poland.—Pie has fince, it is laid, retired to Pifa. 

Madame de Rieux is young and amiable, and poffelfes a well-in¬ 
formed mind. M. de Rieux is beloved and refpe£led by all who 
know him ; he fupports with courage and gaiety all the misfortunes 
which have happened to him. A very confiderable inheritance has 
been lately left to him by an aunt, who remained in France and en¬ 
joyed his eflates. He hopes to obtain this inheritance, yet he is at the 
fame time aware, that under the prefent circumftances there is as 
much probability agaitifl as in favour of his wilh, although he left 
France long before the revolution. 

I felt at M. de Rieux’s what I always experience on meeting with 
good, honefl, and fenlible Frenchmen, a fatisfadlion and interefl which 
J never feel in America under any other circumftances. Is it preju¬ 
dice, is it weaknefs ? It may be fo, but it is what I conflantly ex¬ 
perience, what I have always experienced in foreign countries, even 
previoufly to the calamitous events of the revolution, and what I feel 
difpofed alio to experience in future. Ah ! how confoling would it 
p'irove on meeting with an honeft and unfortunate countryman, fur- 
rounded by a wife and numerous family, to promote by a loan of fome 
value the reitoration of his profperity, without wounding the delicacy 
of his feelings. The lofs of an .enjoyment of this nature is not the 
leaft painful refult of fevere misfortunes in point of property and 
wealth. 

M. de Rieux only tenants the houfe which he inhabits, and the 
three hundred and fifty acres of land that belong to it, and pays for the 
whole a yearly rent of ninety-eight dollars. This affords an additional 
proof of the moderate value of land in Virginia, as that which he cul¬ 
tivates is very good. 

After having fpent nearly the whole day at M. de Rieux’s, we 
went ten miles farther on to Btrd-ordinary , wdiere we flopped for the 
night. Plantations become now lefs frequent and poorer; yet all thefe 
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planters, however wretched their condition, have all of them one or 
two negroes. Thefe (laves, who are in general well treated in Vir¬ 
ginia, are upon the whole much more fo by thefe poor farmers, who 
(hare with them the toils of the fields, and who, although they do not 
clothe and feed them well, yet treat them, in this refpedt, as well as 
they do themfelves: while on the plantations of wealthy colonids the 
negroes are allowed meat but fix times a-year, and fubfid entirely on 
Indian corn, and fometimes on butter-milk. 

MILFORD; 

A very fmall village, built within thefe few years on the Rivanna, a 
rivulet which empties itfelf into James-River. Before you reach the 
village you crofs Melhaneck-Creek, which flows into the Rivanna. 
They aie both fordable, but the fords are frequently rendered very 
dangerous, nay impaflable, by a fudden rife of the waters, at lead for 
fome hours ; for the inclination of their beds is fo confiderable, that in 
lefs than half a day they return to their ufual depth, w'hich is only 
three feet. 

MONTICELLO. MR. JEFFERSON; HIS AGRICULTURAL 

SYSTEM COMPARED WITH THAT OF THE COUNTRY. 

Monticello is fituated four miles from Milford, in that chain of 
mountains which (Iretches from James s-River to the Rappahannock, 
twenty-eight miles in front of the Blue-Ridge, and in a diredion 
parallel to thofe mountains. This chain, which runs uninterrupted in 
its fmall extent, alfumes fucceffively the names of the Wed, South, 
and Green Mountains. 

It is in the part known by the name of the South-Mountains that 
Monticello is fituated. The houfe dands on the fummit of the moun¬ 
tain, and the tade and arts of Europe have been confulted in the for¬ 
mation of its plan. Mr. JefFerfon had commenced its condrudion 
before the American revolution ; fince that epocha his life has been 
condantly engaged in public affairs, and. he has not been able to com¬ 
plete 
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plete the execution to the whole extent of the projed which it fee ms 
he had at firft conceived. That part of the building which was 
finifhed has fufFered from the fufpenlion of the work, and Mr. Jeffer- 
fon, who two years fince refumed the habits and leifure of private life, 
is now employed in repairing the damage occafioned by this interrup¬ 
tion, and ftill more by his abfence; he continues his original plan, and 
even improves on it, by giving to his buildings more elevation and ex¬ 
tent. He intends that they fhould confift only of.one ftory, crowned 
■ with baluftrades; and a dome is to be conftruded in the centre of the 
ftru&ure. The apartments will be large and convenient; the deco¬ 
ration, both outfide and infide, Ample, yet regular and elegant. Mon- 
ticello, according to its firft plan, was infinitely fuperior to all other 
houfes in America, in.point of tafte and convenience ; but at that time 
Mr. JefFerfon had ftudied tafte and the fine arts in books only. His 
travels in Europe have fupplied him with models.; he has appropriated 
them to his defign; and his new plan, the execution of which is already 
much advanced, will be accomplifhed before the end of next year, and 
then his houfe will certainly deferve to be ranked with the moft plea- 
fant manfions in France and England. 

'Mr. JefFerfon’s houfe commands one of the moft extenfive profpeds 
you can meet with. On the eaft fide, the front of the building, the eye 
is not checked by any objed, fince the mountain on which the houfe 
is.feated, commands all the neighbouring heights as far as the Chefapeak. 
The Atlantic might be feen were it not for the greatnefs of the di- 
ftance, which renders that profped impofFible. On the right and left 
the eye commands the extenfive valley that feparates the Green, South 
and Weft Mountains from the Blue-Ridge, and has no other bounds 
but thefe high mountains, of which, on a clear day, you difeern the 
chain on the right upwards of a.hundred miles, far beyond James’s- 
River; and on the left as far as Maryland, on the other fide of the 
Potowmack. Through fome intervals, formed by the irregular fum- 
mits of the Blue-Mountains, you difeover the Peaked-Ridge, a chain 
of-mountains placed between the Blue and North Mountains, another 
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more diftant ridge. But in the back part the profpedt is Toon inter¬ 
rupted by a mountain more elevated than that on which the houle is 
feated. The bounds of the view on this point, at fo fmall a diftance, 
form a pleafant relting-place; as the immenfity of profpedt it enjoys 
is, perhaps, already too valt. A conliderable number of cultivated fields, 
houfes, and barns, enliven and variegate the extenfive landfcape, ftill 
more embellilhed by the beautiful and diverfified forms of mountains* 
in the whole chain of which not one refembles another. The aid of 
fancy is, however, required to complete the enjoyment of this magnifi- 
cent view; and Ihe muft pi&ure to us thofe plains and mountains fuch 
as population and culture will render them in a greater or fmaller 
number of years. The difproportion exifting between the cultivated 
lands and thofe which are flill covered with forefts as ancient as the 
globe, is at prefent much too great: and even when that fhall have 
been done away, the eye may perhaps further with to difcover a broad 
river, a great mafs of water—-deftitute of which, the grandeft and moft 
extenfive profpeft is ever deflitute of an embellilhment requifite to 
render it completely beautiful. 

On this mountain, and in the furrounding valleys, on both banks of 
the Rivanna, are fituated the five thoufand acres of land which Mr. 
JefFerfon pofTefTes in this part of Virginia. Eleven hundred and twenty 
only are cultivated. The land left to the care of Rewards has fuffered 
as well as the buildings from the long abfence of the mafter ; accord¬ 
ing to the cuftom of the country it has been exhaufted by fucceflive 
culture. Its fituation on declivities of hills and mountains renders a 
careful cultivation more necefiary than is requifite in lands fituated in 
a flat and even country ; the common routine is more pernicious, and 
more judgment and mature thought are required, than in a different 
foil. This forms at prefent the chief employment of Mr. JefFerfon. 
But little accuftomed to agricultural purfuits, he has drawn the prin¬ 
ciples of culture either from works which treat on this fubjedt, or from 
converfatiou. Knowledge thus acquired often mifleads, and is at all 
times infufficient in a country where agriculture is well underftood ; 
yet it is preferable to mere practical knowledge, in a country where a 
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bad prafHcc prevails, and where it is dangerous to follow the routine, 
from which it is fo difficult to depart. Above all, much good may be 
expected, if a contemplative mind, like that of Mr. Jefferfon, which 
takes the theory for its guide, watches its application with difcernment, 
and rectifies it according to the peculiar circumftances and nature of 
the country, climate and foil, and conformably to the experience 
which he daily acquires. 

Purfuant to the ancient rotation tobacco was cultivated four or 
five fucceflive years ; the land was then fufFered to lie fallow, and then 
again fucceeded crops of tobacco. The culture of tobacco being now 
almofl entirely relinquifhed in this part of Virginia, the common rota¬ 
tion begins with w.leat, followed by Indian corn, and then again 
wheat, until the exhaufted foil lofes every productive power- the field 
is then abandoned, and the cultivator proceeds to another, which he 
treats and abandons in the fame manner, until he returns to the firtt, 
which has .in the mean time recovered fome of its productive faculties. 
The difproportion between the quantity of land which belongs to the 
planters and the hands they can employ in its culture, diminifhes the 
inconveniences of this deteftable method. The land, which never re¬ 
ceives the leaf! manure, fupports a longer or fhorter time this alternate 
cultivation of wheat and Indian corn, according to its nature and 
fituation, and regains, according to the fame circumftances, more or 
lefs fpeedily the power of producing new crops. If in the interval 
it be.covered with heath and weeds, it frequently is again fit for cul¬ 
tivation at the end of eight or ten years; if not, a fpace of twenty 
years is not fufficient to render it capable of production. Planters 
who are not poffeffed of a fufficient quantity of land to let fo much of 
it remain unprodu&ive for fuch a length of time, fiillow it in a year or 
two after it has borne wheat and Indian corn, during which time 
toe fields ferve as pafture, and are hereupon again cultivated in the 
fame manner. In either cafe the land produces from five to fix bufhels 
of wheat, or from ten to fifteen bufhels of Indian corn, the acre. To 
the produce of Indian corn rauft alfo be added one hundred pounds of 
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leaves to every five bulhels, or each barrel, of grain. Ihefe leaves 
are °'iveti as fodder to the cattle. It was in this manner that Mr. 
Jefferfon’s land had always been cultivated, and it is this lyftem 
which he has very wifely relinquished. He has divided all his land 
under culture into four farms, and every farm into fix fields of forty 
acres. Each farm confifts, therefore, of two hundred and eighty acres.' 
His fyftem of rotation embraces feven years, aid this is the reafon 
why each farm has been divided into feven fields. In the firft of thefe 
feven years wheat is cultivated $ in the fecond, Indian corn; in the 
third, peafe or potatoes ; in the fourth, vetches; in the fifth, 
wheat; and in the fixth and feventh, clover. Thus each of his fields 
yields fome produce every year, and his rotation of fucceflive culture, 
while it prepares the foil for the following crop, increafes its produce. 
The abundance of clover, potatoes, peafe, &c. will enable him to 
keep fufficient cattle for manuring his land, which at prefent receives 
hardly any dung at all, independently of the great profit which he will 
in future derive from the fale of his cattle. 

Each farm, under the diredlion of a particular fteward or bailiff, is 
cultivated by four negroes, four negreffes, four oxen, and four horfes. 
The bailiffs, who in general manage their farms feparately, affift each 
other during the harveft, as well as at any other time, when there is 
any prefiing labour. The great declivity of the fields, which would 
render it extremely troublefome and tedious to carry the produce, even 
of each farm, to one common central point, has induced Mr. Jefferfori 
to conftruft on each field a barn, fufficiently capacious to hold its 
produce in grain ; the produce in forage is alfo houfed there, but this 
is generally fo great, that it becomes necefifary to make ftacks near the 
barns. The latter are conftrudted of trunks of trees, and the floors 
are boarded. The forefts and flaves reduce the expence of thefe build- 
mgs to a mere trifle. 

Mr. Jefferfon poffeffes one of thofe excellent Iftrefliing-machines, 
which a few years fince were invented in Scotland, and are already 
very common in England. This machine, the whole of which does 
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not weigh two thoufand pounds, is conveyed from one barn to another 
in a waggon, and threfhes from one hundred and twenty to one 
hundred and fifty bufhsls a day. A worm, whofe eggs are almoft 
conftantly depofited in the ear of the grain, renders it neceffary to 
thiefh the corn a fhort time after the harveft; in this cafe the heat, 
oeccifioned by the mixture of grain with its envelope, from which it is 
difengaged, but with which it continues mixed, deftroys the vital prin¬ 
ciple of the egg, and protedls the corn from the inconveniences of its 
being hatched. If the grain continued in the ears, without being 
fpeedily beaten, it would be deftroyed by the worm, which would be 
excluded from the eggs. This fcourge, however, fpreads no farther 
northwards than the Potowmack, and is bounded to the weft by the 
Blue Mountains. ,A few weeks after the corn has been beaten, it is 
free from all danger, winnowed and fent to market. The Virginia 
planters have generally their corn trodden out by horles but this way 
is flow, and there is no country in the world where this operation re¬ 
quires more difpatch than in this part of Virginia. Befides the ftraw 
is bruited by the treading of horfes. Mr. Jefferfon hopes that his 
machine, which has already found forr.e imitators among his neigh¬ 
bours, will be generally adopted in Virginia. In a country where\ll 

the inhabitants poffefs plenty of wood, this machine may be made at a 
very trifling expence. 

Mr. Jefferfon rates the average produce of an acre of land, in the 
prefent ftate of his farm, at eight bufhels of wheat, eighteen bufhels of 
Indian corn, and twenty hundred weight of clover. After the land 
has been duly manured, he may exped a produce twice, nay three 
times more confiderable. But his land will never be dunged as much 
as in Europe. Black cattle and pigs, which in our country are either 
conftantly kept on the farm, or at leaft return thither every evening, 
and whofe dung is carefully gathered and preferved either feparate or 
mixed, according to circumftances, are here left grazing in the woods 
the whole year round. Mr. Jefferfon keeps no more fheep than are 
neceffary for the confutation of his own table. He cuts his clover 
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but twice each feafon, and does not fuffer his cattle to graze in his 
fields. The quantity of his dung is therefore in proportion to the 
number of cattle which he can keep with his own fodder, and which 
he intends to buy at the beginning of winter to fell them again in 
fpring; and the cattle kept in the vicinity of the barns where the 
forage is houfed, will furnifh manure only for the adjacent fields. 

From an opinion entertained by Mr. Jefferfon, that the heat of the 
fun deftroys, or at lead dries up in a great meafure, the nutritious 
juices of the earth, he judges is neceffary that it fhould be always 
covered. In order therefore to preferve his fields, as well as to mul¬ 
tiply their produce, they never lie fallow. On the fame principle he 
cuts his clover but twice a feafon, does not let the cattle feed on the 
grafs, nor inclofes his fields, which are merely divided by a fingle row 
of peach trees. 

A long experience would be required to form a correct judgment, 
whether the lofs of dung which this fyftem occafions in his farms, and 
the known advantage of fields enclofed with ditches, efpecially in a 
declivous fituation, where the earth from the higher grounds is con- 
ftantly wafhed down by the rain, are fully compenfated by the vegetative 
powers which he means thus to preferve in his fields. His fyftem is 
entirely confined to himfelf; it is confuted by fome of his neighbours, 
who are alfo employed in improving their culture with ability and fkilJ, 
but he adheres to it, and thinks it is founded on juft: obfervations. 

Wheat, as has already been obferved, is the chief obje£l of cultiva¬ 
tion in this country. The rife, which within thefe two years has 
taken place in the price of this article, has engaged the fpeculations 
of the planters, as well as the merchants. The population of Vir¬ 
ginia, which is lo inconfiderable in proportion to its extent, and fo 
little collected in towns, would offer but a very precarious market for 
large numbers of cattle. Every planter has as many of them in the 
woods, as are required for the confumption of his family. The 
negroes, who form a confiderable part of the population, eat but little 
meat, and this little is pork. Some farmers cultivate rye and oats, 
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but they are few in number. Corn is fold here to the merchants of 
Milford or Charlotte-Ville, who fhip it for Richmond, where it 
fetches a ftiilling more per bufliel than in other places. Speculation 
or a prefling-want of money may at times occafion variations in this 
manner of fale, but it is certainly the molt common way. Money is 
very fcarce in this diftridt, and, bank-notes being unknown, trade is 
chiefly carried on by barter ; the merchant, who receives the grain, re¬ 
turns its value in fuch commoditiesas the vender Hands in need of. 

Mr. JefTerfon fold his wheat laft year for two dollars and a half per 
bufliel. He contends, that it is in this diftridl whiter than in the 
environs of Richmond, and all other low countries, and that the 
bufliel, which weighs there only from fifty-five to fifty-eight pounds, 
weighs on his farm from fixty to fixty-five. 

In addition to the eleven hundred and twenty acres of land, divided 
into four farms, Mr. Jefferfon fows a few acres with turnips, fuccory, 
,and other feeds. 

Before I leave his farm, I lhall not forget to mention, that I have 
feen here a drilling-machine , the name of which cannot be tranflated into 
French but by “ machine a femer en paquets.' 3 By Mr. Jefferfon’s 
account, it has been invented in his neighbourhood. If this machine 
fully anfwers the good opinion which he entertains of it, the invention 
is the more fortunate, as by Arthur Young’s affertion not one good 
drilling-machine is to be found in England. This machine, placed 
v on a fort of plough-carriage, carries an iron, which gently opens the 
furrow as deeply as is required. Behind this iron, and in the upper 
part of the machine, is a fmall trough, containing the grain which 
is intended to be fown. This grain is taken out of the trough by a 
row of fmall receivers, fewed on a leather band, or ribbon, and turn¬ 
ing round two pivots placed above each other at the diftance of from 
feven to eight inches. The fmall receivers take the grain from the 
trough, and turn it over into a fmall conduit, which conveys it into 
the furrow made by the iron. The diftance of one of thofe re¬ 
ceivers from another determines that of the places in which the 
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grain is depofitcd in the ground ; and a harrow, fixed on the ma¬ 
chine behind the conduits through which the feed falls into the 
furrow, covers it again. The endlefs chain of the receivers, which 
forms the merit of the machine, may be compared with that which 
is ufed for drawing water from a great depth, or ftill more properly 
with a heaver of flour in Evans’s mills. It is put in motion by a 
light wheel, which moves along the ground as the machine advances, 
and is fixed in fuch a manner that it is not obftrudted in its move¬ 
ments by the inequalities of the ground, nor even by the ftones which 
it may find in its way. If this machine really anl'wers the intended 
purpofe, it is difficult to conceive why it fhould not have been in¬ 
vented before, as it is extremely fimple, compofed of movements well 
known, and of powers frequently employed. In my opinon it admits, 
however, of great improvements. 

My readers will undoubtedly find that I beftow peculiar attention on 
agriculture, by (peaking of Mr. JefFerfon as a farmer, before I mention 
him in any other point of view. 

They muft be very ignorant of the hifiory of America, who know 
not that Mr. JefFerfon (hared with George Wafhington, Franklin, 
John Adams, Mr. Jay, and a few others, the toils and dangers of 
the revolution, in all its different ftages j that in the famous con- 
grefs which guided and confolidated it, he difplayed a boldnefs 
and firmnefs of charadfer, a fund of talents and knowledge, and a 
fteadinefs of principles, which will hand down his name to pofterity 
with glory, and enfure to him for ever the refpedt and gratitude 
of all friends of liberty. It was he, who in that famous congrefs, 
fo refpedtable, and fo much refpedted—in that congrefs, ever in- 
acceflible to the fedudtion, fear, and apparent weaknefs of the peo¬ 
ple—who jointly with Mr. Lee, another deputy of Virginia, pro- 
pofed the declaration of independence. It was he, who, fupported 
principally by John Adams, prefFed the deliberation on the fubjedf, 
and carried it, bearing down the wary prudence of fome of his col¬ 
leagues, poflefTed of an equal (hare of patriotifm, but lefs courage. It 
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was he, who was charged with drawing up this mafter-piece of dig¬ 
nified wifdom, and patriotic pride. It was he, who being afterwards 
appointed governor of Virginia at the period of the invafion of Ar¬ 
nold and Cornwallis, acquired a peculiar claim on the gratitude of 
his fellow-citizens. It was he, who, as the firft ambaflador of the 
United States in France, filled at that momentous epocha that di- 
ftmguifhed poft to the fatisfadion of both nations. In fine, it was he, 
who as Secretary of State in 1792, when the ridiculous and diforo- a - 
nizing pretenfions of Mr. Genet, and the lofty arrogance of the * * * 
minifter, endeavoured alternately to abufe the political weaknefs of 
the United States, induced his government to fpeak a noble and in¬ 
dependent language, which would have done credit to the mofl 
formidable power. The long correfpondence carried on with thefe 
two defigning agents would, from its juft, profound, and able reafoning, 
be alone fufficient to confer on its author the reputation of an accom- 
plifhed ftatefman. 

Since the beginning of 1791, Mr. JefFerfon has withdrawn from 
public affairs. This was the time when the malevolent fentiments 
0 f * * * * * * were difplayed againft the United States in the ftrong- 
eft manner, and when her unjuft proceedings were relented with the 
utmoft indignation from one end of America to the other. This 
was the moft important epocha of the policy of the United Sates, 
becaufe they propofed to ad with energy and vigour. The pre¬ 
ference which under thofe circumftances the Prefident was accuf- 
tomed to give to the advice ot Mr. Hamilton, which continually carried 
along with it the opinion not only of General Knox, but alfo of Mr. 
Randolph, then attorney-general of the Union, over that of Mr. Jef- 
feiion, cauied him to embrace this refolution. Immediately after this 
ftep, Mr. Jefferfqn was confidered by the ruling party as the leader 
of Oppolition ; he was fufpeded of revolutionary views; he was accufed 
of„a& intention to overturn the conftitution of the United States, of 
being tile enemy of his country, and of a wifh to become a tribune 
Oj ti e people. It is fufficient to know that Mr, Jefierlon is a man 
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of fenfe, to feel the abfurdity of thefe fcandalous imputations; and 
whoever is acquainted with his virtue, muft be aftonifhcd at their 
having ever been preferred againft him. His fpeeches are thofe of 
a man firmly attached to the maintenance of the Union, of the pre- 
fent conftitution, and of the independence of the United States. He is 
the declared enemy of every new fyftem the introdudion of which 
might be attempted, but he is a greater enemy of a kingly form of 
government than of any other. He is clearly of opinion, that the 
prefent conftitution fhould be carefully preferved, and defended againft 
all infringements arifing from an extenfion of the prerogatives of the 
executive power. It was framed and accepted on republican princi¬ 
ples, and it is his with that it fhould remain a republican conftitution. 
On feveral occafions I have heard him fpcak with great refped of 
the virtues of the Prefident, and in terms of efteem of his found and un¬ 
erring judgement. 

But the fpirit of party is carried to excefs in America ; men who 
embrace the opinion of Mr. Jefferfon, attack their opponents with im¬ 
putations, no doubt, equally unfounded. In all party-proceedings 
neither reafon nor juftice can be expeded from either fide, and very 
feldom ftridt morality with refped to the means employed to ferve the 
favourite caufe ; one caufe alone appears good ; every thing befides 
is deemed bad, nay criminal, and probity itfelf ferves to miflead 
probity. Perfonal refentments aflume the colour of public fpirit, and 
frequently, when the moft odious ads of injuftice have been com¬ 
mitted, and the moft atrocious calumnies fpread, but few members of 
the party are in the fecret, and know that they are the effufions of 
injuftice and falfe reprefentation. The truth of thefe obfervations be¬ 
ing evident to all men who have lived amidft parties, fhould lead to 
mutual toleration and forbearance. 

In private life Mr. Jefferfon difplays a mild, eafy and obliging tem¬ 
per, though he is fomewhat cold and referved. His converfation is of 
the moft agreeable kind, and he poffeffes a ftock of information not 
inferior to that of any other man. In Europe he would hold a di- 
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ftingufhed rank among men of letters, and as fuch he has already ap¬ 
peared there ; at prefen t he is employed with adivitv and perieve- 
rahce in the management of his farms and buildings ; and he orders, 
directs, and purfues in the minuted: detail every branch of bufinefs re¬ 
lative to them. I found him in the midfl of the harved, from which 
the fcorching heat of the fun does not prevent his attendance. His 
negroes are nourifhed, clothed, and treated as well as white fervants 
could be. As he cannot exped any adidance from the two fmall neigh¬ 
bouring towns, every article is made on his farm ; his negroes are 
cabinet-makers, carpenters, mafons, bricklayers, fmiths, &c. The 
children he employs in a nail-manufadory, which yields already a con- 
dderable profit. The young and old negredfes (pin for the clothing of 
the reft. He animates them by rewards and diftindions ; in fine, his 
juperior mind directs the management of his domedic concerns with 
the fame abilities, adivity, and regularity, which he evinced in the 
condud of public affairs, and which he is calculated to difplay 
in every fituation of life. In the fuperintendence of his houfehold he 
is adided by his two daughters, Mrs. Randolph and Mifs Mary , who 
are handfome, moded:, and amiable women. They have been edu¬ 
cated in France. Their father went often with them to the houfe 
of Madame d'Enville, my dear and refpedable aunt, where they be¬ 
came acquainted with my family, and as the names of many of my 
friends are not unknown to them, we were able to converfe of them 
together. It will be eadly conceived, that this could not but excite 
in my mind ftrong fenfations, and recolledions, fometimes painful, 
yet generally fweet. Fifteen hundred leagues from our native coun¬ 
try, in another world, and frequently given up to melancholy, we 
fancy ourfelves redored to exidence, and not utter drangers to hap- 
pinefs, when we hear our family and our friends mentioned by per- 
l'ons who have known them, who repeat their names, defcribe their 
perfons, and exprefs themfelves on fo interefting a fubjed in terms of 
kindnefs and benevolence. 

Mr. Randolph is proprietor of a confiderable plantation, contiguous 
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to that of Mr. JefFerfon’s ; he conftantly fpends the fumrrer with 
him, and, from the afFedtion he bears him, he feems to be his foil 
rather than his lon-in-law. Mil's Maria conftantly refides with her 
father j but as fhe is feventeen years old, and is remarkably hand- 
fome, (he will, doubtlefs, foon find, that there are duties wh.ch it is 
ftill fweeter to perform than thofe of a daughter. Mr. JefFerfon’s 
philofophic turn of mind, his love of ftudy, his excellent library, 
which fupplies him with the means of fatisfying it, and his friends, 
will undoubtedly help him to endure this lofs, which moreover is not 
likely to become an ablolutc privation, as the fecond fon-ir-law of 
Mr. JefFerfon may, like Mr. Randolph, refide in the vicinity of Monti- 
cello, and, if he be worthy of Mil's Maria, will not be able to find any 
company more defirable than that of Mr. JefFerfon. 

The fituation of Monticello exempts this place from the peftilential 
effluvia which produce fo many difeafes in the lower countries. 
From its great elevation it enjoys the pureft air and the fea-breeze, 
which is felt on Ihore about eight or nine o’clock in the naming, 
reaches Monticello at one or two in the afternoon, and lomewhat re- 
frelhes the atmofphere, but the fun is intolerable from its fcorching 
heat j as indeed it is in all the fouthern States. The places that 
enjoy fome advantage over others are thofe which, like Monticello, 
are expofed to its diredt rays, without experiencing their refledhon 
from more elevated mountains, or neighbouring buildings. 

Mr. JefFerfon, in common with all landholders in America, ima¬ 
gines that his habitation is more healthy than any other; tha: it is as 
healthful as any in the fineft parts of France ; and that neither the 
ague, nor any other bilious diftempers are ever obferved at Monti¬ 
cello. This is undoubtedly true, becaufe he afferts it, in regard to 
himfelf, to his family, and his negroes, none of whom is attacked 
by thel'e maladies; but I am, neverthelefs, of opinion, :hat an 
European, who during this feafon fhould expofe himfelf too much to 
the air from nine in the morning until fix at night, would not long 
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enjoy a good {late of health. During the feven days I continued 
there, not one paffed without fome moments of rain, and yet the iri- 
tenfity of the heat was not in the leaft abated by it. 

In Virginia mongrel negroes are found in greater number than 
in Carolina and Georgia ; and I have even fecn, efpecially at Mr. 
Jefferfon’s, flaves, who, neither in point of colour nor features, 
{hewed the leall trace of their original defcent; but their mothers 
being flaves, they retain, of confequence, the fame condition. This 
fuperior number of people of colour is owing to the fuperior antiquity 
of the fettlement of Virginia, and to the clafs of ilewards or bailiffs, 
who are accufed of producing this mongrel breed. They are liable 
to temptation, becaufe they are young, and conftantly amidft their 
flaves ; and they enjoy the power of gratifying their paflions, becaufe 
they are defpots. But the public opinion is fo much againft this in- 
tercourfe between the white people and the black, that it is always 
by Health, and tranfiently, the former fatisfy their defires, as no white 
man is known to live regularly with a black woman. 

Before I clofe this article I muff fay, that during my refidence at 
Monticello I witneffed the indignation excited in all the planters of 
the neighbourhood by the cruel condudl of a mailer to his {lave, whom 
he had flogged to fuch a degree as to leave him almofl dead on the 
fpot. Juftice purfues this barbarous mafler, and all the other planters 
declared loudly their wifh, that he may be feverely punifhed, which 
teems not to admit of any doubt. 

But it is time to take leave of Mr. Jefferfon, whofe kind reception 
has perfectly anfwered what I had a right to expeft from his civility, 
from our former acquaintance in France, and from his particular con¬ 
nection with my relations and friends. Mr. Jefferfon is invited by 
the republican party, named anti-federalifts, to fucceed George Wafli- 
inston in the Prefident’s chair of the United States, the latter havino- 
publicly declared, that he will not continue in this place, although he 
fhould be re-ele6ted by the majority of the people of the United States. 

The 
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The other party is defirous of raifing John Adams to that llation, whole 
pall fervices, and diftinguilhed condudl in the caufe of liberty, together 
with his place of Vice-Prefident, give him alfo, no doubt, very power¬ 
ful claims. In the prefent lituation of the United States, divided as 
they are between two parties, which mutually accufe each other of 
. perfidy and treafon, and involved in political meafures which it is 
equally difficult to retra< 5 l and to purfue, this exalted llation is fur- 
rounded with dangerous rocks ; probity, a zealous attachment to 
the public caufe, and the moll eminent abilities, will not be fufficient 
to fleer clear of them all. There exifts no more in the United States 
a man in a lituation limilar to that of George Walhington. On his 
firll election, the confidence and gratitude of all America were concen¬ 
trated in him. Such a man cannot exill in the prefent conjundlure of 
circumdances, and the next prelident of the United States will be 
only the prelident of a party. Without being the enemy of one of 
the pretenders, one cannot, therefore, concur in the wiffi which he 
may entertain of being elevated to that eminent pod. The fleeting en¬ 
joyment of the vanity of him, who lhall be elected prelident, may, per¬ 
haps, be followed by the kneened pangs of grief in his remaining days. 

The two fmall towns of Charlotte-Ville and Milford trade in the 
produce of the country lituated between them and the mountains. 
T hey alio form a fort of depot for the commodities of more diflant parts 
of the country; efpecially Milford, where the navigation begins, and does 
not experience any farther interruption from this point to Richmond. 
The water-carriage of merchandize and commodities cods one third 
of a dollar per hundred weight. The trade, which in a fmall degree 
is alfo carried on with money, is chiefly managed by barter, becaufe 
money is fcarce, and notes are not readily received. The price of 
land is from four to five dollars per acre, and the quantity of land to 
be fold is very conliderable. Meat, that is, mutton, veal and lamb, 
fetches fourpence a pound ; beef cannot be had but in winter. The 
wages of white workmen, fuch as mafons, carpenters, cabinet-makers, 
and fmiths, amount to from one and a half dollar to two dollars 
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a day, according as they are fcarce in the country. During the pre¬ 
sent feafon mafons obtain the higheft pay ; there are not four ftone- 
mafons in the whole county of Albemarle, where Monticello is fituated, 
which I left on the 29th of June. 

WOODS-TAVERN. CULTURE OF TOBACCO. 

The road to Woods-tavern, which runs along Jekney-creek, anct 
through woods, is tolerably good and even. The plantations con¬ 
tinue to be thinly fcattered, and the proprietors cultivate as much to¬ 
bacco as they can employ negroes. But here, as on Jamer-River, 
and in fadt throughout Virginia, tobacco is yearly replaced by wheat, 
which becomes gradually almoft the general objedt of culture; and the 
prefent fall in the price of wheat does not feem to render the planters 
lels attached to this change in their fyftem of cultivation. 

The culture of tobacco is difficult, troublefome, and uncertain. It 
is fown in the month of March, in a fat and rather moift ground. 

Before the lowing time the land is covered with fmall branches of 
trees, which are burnt for the purpofe of deftroying the herbs and roots, 
that might injure the growth of the plant, and alfo in order to increafe 
the fertility of the foil by their affies. The tobacco is thickly fown on 
a bed in the moll fheltered corner of the field. This bed is covered 
with branches, left the froft ftiould hinder the unfolding of the feed, 
and prevent the fprouting of the plants. When they are three or 
four inches high, they are tranfplanted into a field, which has been 
well manured and prepared for their reception. A negro heaps earth 
around the plants, which are fet four feet diftant from each other on 
all tides. The ground is conftantly kept clean of weeds, and all the 
leaves are taken from the plant, which it is thought might injure its 
perfe£i growth, beginning always with thofe that are next the ground, 
and which might be affected by the wet. More earth is heaped around 
the ftalk ; and its head bruiled with the nail, to prevent its running up 
too high; all the fprouts which Ihoot forth below the leaves are cut¬ 
away. 
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away, and all the leaves fucceffively torn off, except eight or nine, 
which alone are left on the ftalk. At laft when the plant is fuppofed 
to be ripe, which happens in the month of Auguft, it is cut, left feveral 
days in the field to dry in the fun, and then carried into the barns, 
where every plant is leparately fufpended by its undermoft part. In 
this pofition the leaves attain by deficcation the laft degree of ma¬ 
turity, but not all of them at the fame time ; for this deficcation, which 
ih regard to fome is completed within two days, takes with refpedi to 
others feveral weeks. When the leaves are perfedlly dry, they are 
taken from the {talk, and laid one upon another in fmall parcels. The 
moft perfect leaves mult be put together, and thofe of an inferior quality 
feparated into different claffes j this is, at leaft, the method followed 
by fuch planters as pay moft attention to the fabrication of their to¬ 
bacco. Thefe fmall parcels of leaves, tied together by their tails, are 
then brought under the prels, and afterwards preffed down into hogf- 
heads. This procefs varies more or lefs in the different plantations, 
but the variations are not by any means confiderable. 

The forts of tobacco, cultivated in Virginia, are the fweet~fcented y 
the moft efteemed of all; the big and little, which follow next; 
then the Frederick ; and, laftly, the one-and-all, the largeft of all, and 
which yields moft in point of quantity. The tobacco produced in 
thefe parts is fold either at Milford or Richmond. The price is the 
fame, and fo is the freight, which amounts to one third of a dollar per 
hundred weight; this is alfo the cafe in regard to other articles of mer¬ 
chandize. This year it has been fold for fix dollars and two thirds per 
hundred weight. Three years ago it brought no more than from 
three to four dollars. A negro can cultivate two acres and a half, 
and as each acre yields, upon an average, one thoufand pounds of 
tobacco, each negro can, confequently, produce two thoufand five 
hundred pounds. But the culture of this plant is, as has already been 
ftated, extremely troublefome; it is expofed to a great variety of ac¬ 
cidents, which cannot always be avoided, and which deftroy many 
ftalks, or fpoil at leaft many leaves : lft. xMter the plant has been 
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tranfplanted, the root is frequently attacked by a fmall worm, which 
caufes the leaf to turn yellow, and which muft be taken out of the 
ground with the fingers, to fave the plant; 2d. humidity communi¬ 
cates the rot to the plant, that is, covers it with red fpots, which 
caufe it to moulder away, and the ftalk is loft; 3 d. violent winds 
break the ftalk ; 4th. when the leaves are at the point of attaining their 
maturity, horn-worms neftle in them, attack them, and completely 
deftroy the plant, unlefs they can be torn off; 5 th. when the tobacco 
is cut and fpread on the ground to dry, the wet impairs its quality. 
The feed for the next year is obtained from forty to fifty ftalks per 
acre, which the cultivator lets run up as high as they will grow, with¬ 
out bruifing their heads. 

Mr. Wood cultivates no tobacco on the farm where he keeps his 
inn, but on another, feven miles farther diftant, and the only fort he 
attends to is one-ctnd-alL Near his inn he cultivates wheat and Inaiati 
corn, like all the other farmers of the diftrift; but he dungs his fields 
now and then, and thus prolongs the term of their fertility. He fre¬ 
quently obtains thirty buffiels of wheat per acre, and all his produce 
in wheat as well as tobacco is fold at Milford. 

The price of land is in this diftridt the fame as in the vicinity of 

Mr. Jefferfon. 

Mr. Wood’s inn is fo good and cleanly—he, his wife, and whole 
family, are fo kindly officious and obliging, that 1 cannot forbear men¬ 
tioning thofe circumftances with pleafure. Mr. Wood is a lively, 
agreeable, old man ; thirty-five years ago he fettled in this part of 
Virginia, where he arrived from Ireland, and has amafted a confiderable 

fortune. 

NORTH-GARDEN-MOUNTAINS. 

A few miles beyond Mr. Wood’s inn, you pafs by the North- 
garden-Mountains. This is a fmall circle of mountains, aim aft entirely 

clofed, which contains about ten tboufand acres of the very beft land. 

The 
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The richnefs of the foil, and the variety of fituations, which fits it for 
all fpecies of culture, have obtained for this diftri<5l the name it bears. 
A planter has made there within thefe few years a fuccelsful trial with 
the vine ; he puts into his wine brandy and fugar, and imagines that 
the wine is made in the fame manner in all countries whence it is 
expoited in large quantities. He does not as yet produce wine enough 
for fale, but the Virginians who have tailed it allow it to be excel¬ 
lent, and he will, of courfe, find a ready market when he fhall be able 
to make a fufficient quantity. 

ROCKF 1 SH. 

During the whole journey, until you reach the foot of the Rdckfifi, 
you continually afcend and defcend, but the ground rifes all along by 
lenfible degrees; the plantations are more numerous, but the build¬ 
ings confift of imall miferable log-houfes, although the cultivated 
fields which furround them are tolerably extenfive. The nearer you 
approach the mountains the more the tobacco-fields grow fcarce, and 
you at laft lee nothing but wheat and Indian corn. Among all the 
farmers I have met with, I found but one who was not difTatisfied with 
the fall in the price of wheat, and who exprefled himfelf on this fub- 
je& with moderation and judgement; all the reft perceive in the de- 
creafe of the value of their commodities their approaching ruin, and 
lament it with the utmoft grief. At length you reach the foot of the 
Blue-Mountains, which you afcend by a road two miles in length, 
that has a gentle rife, and is well cut. A fmall additional exDe'nce 
would have rendered it completely good by turning off feveral fprings, 
which fpoil it in different places. From this mountain you enjoy an 
extenfive profpedl over all the heights you have juft traverfed • but 
the country is covered with wood to fuch a degree, that their tops 
only can be difcerned. On the fummit of Rockfifh-Mountain you find 
a few miferable houfes, the moft confiderable of which is an abomi¬ 
nable inn, full of bugs, fleas, and all kinds of ordure. I flopped there, 
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for I had no choice. All the inhabitants of the place meet here, as 
they generally do in the fmall inns in America, to fmoke their pipes, 
to drink whilky, and relate the toils of the day : politics take up but 
little of their converlation. Newslpapers do not leach Rockfifh, and 
the number of families is too fmall to fupply matter for the “ cbronique 
fcandaleufe but fegars and whilky fatisfy thefe good people, who 
thus (pend in a quarter of an hour in the evening the earnings of the 
whole day. The landlord of the inn has alfo a diftillery of whiiky, 
which he diftills from Indian corn and wheat, mixed in equal propor¬ 
tion, and thus increales its (frength. This whiiky fetches eight (hil¬ 
lings per gallon. The addition of Indian corn augments, in my opi¬ 
nion, the unwholefomenefs of this liquor ; but this is immaterial for 
the inn-keeper, whofe only care is to dilpole of it at a profitable rate. 
A (fore, eftablilhed on the top of the mountain, buys the produce of the 
adjoining country, which is offered there for fale, and retails the mer¬ 
chandize drawn from Richmond by the way of Milford. The (fore- 
keeper tranfmits alfo to Milford the commodities of the country, if they 
are not fent by dired conveyance to Richmond. The carriage to Milford 
coifs two thirds of a dollar per hundred weight. All the goods fold 
at this (fore are feventy-five per cent dearer than in Philadelphia. 

The land, even on the fummit of the mountain, is tolerably good ; 
it is fown with wheat, and produces from eight to twelve bulhels per 
acre. The culture of tobacco terminates at the foot of this chain of 
mountains j on the other fide not a leaf is produced, neither the foil 
nor climate being fit for it. It is alfo here that (fill more fortunately 
the fcourge entirely (fops, known under the name of whiles, and that 
the grain can be preferved as long as it fuits the convenience of the 
owner, without being threlhed. The laft farmer I converfed with, 
before 1 reached the foot of the mountain, told me, that his grain was 
infeded with that inled. 


JOURNEY 
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JOURNEY FROM ROCKFISH TO STAUNTON. 

The mountain, whofe fummit cannot be reached from the other fide 
till after afcending two miles, is defcended by a road which, at moft, is 
only three quarters of a mile in length, though it Hopes as gently as 
the former, a circumftance which proves how much the ground rifes 
from one ridge to another in this feries of mountains, which contains 
four fuch ftages. The country, as far as Staunton, is thus constantly 
rifinc. The habitations are in this diftridt more numerous than on 
the other fide of the Blue-Mountains, but the houfes are miferable ; 
mean fmall log-houfes, inhabited by families which fwarm with child¬ 
ren. There exifts here the fame appearance of mifery as in the back 
parts of Pennsylvania. The inhabitants are moft of them emigrants 
from the county of Lancafter, from Maryland, and the environs of 
Reading and Carlifle. They purchafe land in thefe back parts of 
Virginia at a cheaper rate than they fold that which they quitted. 
They clear an additional portion of land, and fell it again on the tirft 
opportunity, in order to remove into Kentucky, or Teneffee. Thefe 
are the main points of diredlion for the emigration from Virginia, 
where moft of the families from Pennfylvania and Maryland fettle only 
for a certain time. Some of the ancient inhabitants of Virginia emi¬ 
grate alfo to the weftern parts, and it is a certain fa6t, that the ftate 
lofes yearly more than it gains by emigration. In the county of 
Augufta, which is entered after pafiing the Blue-Ridge, the price 
of land is higher than in the county of Albemarle. It is difficult to 
account for this fa6t, as the produce of the country is retailed at a rate 
fomewhat cheaper, although the increafed expence for the carriage to 
market Should, it fccms, raife its price. Land cofts from ten to 
twelve dollars the acre. All fpecies of grain, hemp, and flax, are cul¬ 
tivated here, but with as little Skill as in the preceding counties. As 
there are no rich planters in this diftridl, the number of negroes is in¬ 
considerable ; yet all thele petty planters, however poor and wretched 
they apparently are, have one Slave who Shares in their toils and diftrefs. 
Vol.1I. N STAUNTON, 
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STAUNTON, AND THE PRINCIPAL MINERAL SPRINGS IN 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD. 

On defcending the Blue-Mountains, the South-River, or fouthern 
branch of the Shenandoah, is crolfed ; and, before Staunton is reached, 
the creeks Chriftian and Lewis are paffed, which, at a few miles di¬ 
fiance from that lpot, empty themfelves into the Shenandoah. 

Staunton is the capital of the county of Augufta. From its being in 
the centre of a group of hills, it is one of the places in Virginia 
where the heat is moft intenfe, and, above all, moft oppreffive and in¬ 
tolerable. Some houles conftrudted on the heights enjoy a little more 
air, but they are commanded by other neighbouring mountains, which 
frequently prevent the air from reaching them, and very feldom fufFer 
it to circulate. The land in the neighbourhood is not remarkably 
fruitful. It would be difficult to account for this fpot having been 
chofen for the fite of a town in preference to others, but for the nume¬ 
rous fprings of excellent water, and a rivulet, which burfting from a 
hill near the towm, turns two mills, and might turn many more if 
there were money enough to eftablifh them, and a fufficient quantity 
of corn to be ground. The fmall rivulet forms the Middle-River, which 
empties itfelf into the Shenandoah. 

The moft frequented road to the fweet , warm , and hot fprings at 
Green'oriar , and from thence to Kentucky, paftes through Staunton, 
and makes it a confiderable thoroughfare. Eight inns are eftabliffied 
there, three of which are large, and frequently full. The warm and 
hot fprings are in the county of Augufta, towards the fource of James- 
River. They are eight miles diftant from each other, and ftrongly 
impregnated with fulphur. The temperature of the warm fpring is 
ninety-two degrees of Fahrenheit, which are equal to twenty-fix de¬ 
grees and two thirds of Reaumur j that of the hot fprings one hun¬ 
dred and twelve degrees of Fahrenheit, equal to thirty-fix degrees and 
five ninths of Reaumur. Thefe two fprings are confidered to be very 
efficacious in rheumatic complaints, and in all cales where it is necef- 
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fary to purify the blood. The fweet fprings are in the county of Bote¬ 
tourt, forty miles from the others, and near another fource of James- 
River. They are quite cold. The accommodations are not remarkably 
good in any of thefe three places, although they are much frequented. 

Staunton contains about eight hundred inhabitants, a fourth of 
whom are negroes. The houfes are tolerably well built. From 
fifteen to eighteen lfores receive the produce of the back country, 
which chiefly confifts in wheat, Indian corn, rye, hemp, linfeed, wax, 
and honey. Pretty large quantities of bear-fkins and beaver-flans are 
alfo carried thither, as well as ox-hides, for the fupply of a tan-yard, 
which has been efrablifhed in the place. The goods fold by the flore- 
keepers are brought directly from Baltimore, yet more frequently from 
Philadelphia, as the fmall capitals of the merchants of Richmond do 
not allow them to give as long credit as the Staunton traders can ob¬ 
tain in thofe two large cities, where they alfo find a cheaper market. 
The trade of Staunton has decreafed of late years on account of the 
eftablithment of feveral fmall towns in the county of Greenbriar, as, 
the ftore-keepers in thofe places buy up feme of the commodities 
which were formerly brought to Staunton, and fupply the fame parts 
of the country with articles of merchandize which were originally iup- 
plied by Staunton. 

Two market-days are weekly kept in the town, but the market is 
badly furnifhed with provifions. Meat fells at fix pence a pound* 
Flour fetches about eleven dollars the barrel ; it is fine and white, and 
of a tafte infinitely fuperior to that on the other fide of the Blue- 
Mountains. The price of a town-lot of one acre varies according to 
its pofition, from fixty to a hundred dollars. This country is not free 
from bilious fevers in autumn, yet they are lefs frequent than in the 
low countries. Four phyficiaus are eftablifhed in this fmall town, 
whofe practice is very extenfive. 

A newlpaper is published at Staunton twice a-week, and another is 
received there every week from Winchester. Thefe papers, it is true, 
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are rather warm in defence of the French caufc, yet they aie written 
with moderation, and never attack diredly or indire&ly the govern¬ 
ment of the United States. As far as I am able to judge, they are but 
little read. 

1 had a confiderable inflammation in my eyes, which increafed to 
fuch a degree, that on my arrival at Staunton I was abfolutely blind. 
In order to get rid of it, I was obliged to have recourfe to bleeding, 
phyflc, and bliders, and to remain four days in that fmall town. This 
diftemper, which I caught at Monticelb, is very common throughout 
this country in the hotted part of the feafon, efpecially with thofe who 
expofe themfelves to the fun. 

During my flay at the inn where I lodged, I law great numbers of 
travellers pafs by, who were either merchants or fellers of land, going 
to Greenbriar and Carolina, or perfons on their way to the medicinal 
fprings for relief from rheumatic pains, or other maladies, which they 
had contraded in the low countries. The political opinions they de¬ 
livered in the courfe of converfation were remarkably good. The 
declaration made by the Prelident, that he will not be a candidate at 
the next eledion, was the common topic ; and while they unanimoufly 
declared that Mr. Jefferfon fhould be his fucceffor, they v/ere at the 
fame time clearly of opinion that nothing could repair his lofs. 

A prefbyterian church has been built at Staunton ; it is well fre¬ 
quented every Sunday by the followers of that fed, as well as by per¬ 
fons of different religious perfuafions. A Baptid preacher delivers 
now and then a fermon in this church, which does not, however, make 
the lead alteration in the compolition of the audience. 

The inhabitants of Staunton, like the generality of Virginians, are 
fond of gambling and betting. I witneffed there two miferable horfe- 
races. The bed horfe was not worth fixty dollars, and the bets 
amounted to three or four hundred. But as money is by no means 
plentiful, they lay knives, watches, &c. &c. I have fecn twelve 
watches depofited in the hands of the fame umpire. With refped to 
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the manners of the people here, they are in general much like thofe 
of Richmond, nor are they aduated by a fuperior deiire to difcharge 
the debts which they contract 

TOUR FROM STAUNTON TO WINCHESTER. KEYSSEL-TOWN. 

The road from Staunton to Winchefter runs into two directions, 
ten miles from the former place, but the two roads thus formed join 
again thirty miles farther on. We had been advifed to ftrike into 
the old road, as being the bell, and we preferred it accordingly ; 
I .fay we, for Mr. Guillemard had rejoined me. The road as far 
as that fork, and even far tjeyond it, offers no interefting objeCts ; 
it is good, but, to judge from the nature of the ground, it muff be 
almoft impaffable in winter. Rocks are very numerous ; the habita¬ 
tions do not Rand at a great diftance from the road, but they have a 
mean appearance. 

Fourteen miles from Staunton, a woman who keeps an inn, or 
at leaf!; who affumed the title in an advertifement over her door, 
was not able to furnilh us a breakfaft in her hut, the moll filthy 
and nafty I have hitherto met with throughout America. Three 
miles farther on, we were a: confiderable pains to obtain one, which 
fell much fhort of fatisfying the calls of hunger. As. we could not 
entertain the leaft hopes of getting a dinner at Snap’s (this is the 
name of the mailer of this fecond inn), we were compelled to brave 
the intolerable heat of the noon-tide fun, and to proceed four miles 
farther on, to Keyffel-Town, a town which, though only twenty years 
old, is already falling into decay. It is an affemblage of about twenty 
miferable houfes, four of which are whilky-houfes. The land is 
generally good, and fetches upon an average from fifteen to feven- 
teen dollars the acre •, but uplands fell only for four or five. Keyffel- 
Town Hands clofe to the Peaked-Mountains, a ridge w'hich flretches, 
without the leaft interruption, from the northern branch of the 
Shenandoah to Newton, that is, about fixty miles in a direction parallel 
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to the Blue-Mountains, which are fifteen miles diftant. This chain 
is, in fa<51, only a continuation of the fame mountain ; for the fummit 
forms throughout its whole extent a ftraight line, uninterrupted by 
flight differences in point of form. The {fate of culture is here 
much the fame as in all the preceding diftridls; large quantities of 
land in pofleffion of the fame owner, and put into cultivation until 
they are completely exhaufted. Hemp, which grows very fine, is 
cultivated throughout the whole of this country, but flax is merely 
attended to on account of the feed. The number of cattle is very 
confiderable, but they are conftantly kept in the woods. There are 
but very few farmers who flail them, even in winter, although the 
froft is for three months very fevere : they then ftrew a few handfuls 
of bad hay before the door, which thefe poor lean animals come 
to eat ; and this muft laft until the next day, when they return for 
the fame fcanty fupply. Dung is confequently little valued in this 
country. Although this is the general method, yet there are fome 
exceptions for the better. 

On the journey from Staunton to Keyflel-Town we pafs the northern 
branch of the Shenandoah, and the Middle-Creek. Two phyficians and 
four inn-keepers conftitute the principal population of Keyflel-Town. 
One of the phyficians is alfo mafter of an inn ; the other, a German by 
birth, formerly employed in the Dutch fervice at Batavia and the 
Cape of Good Hope in the hofpitals, enjoys, it is faid, fome reputa¬ 
tion in the country. We were told that people frequently come 
forty miles to confult him. His name is Dr. Hall; we faw him ; 
he feems to poffefs more knowledge than phyficians generally do in 
this country ; but this diftindtion is no peculiar ground of praife. This 
dodtor, who arrived in America fourteen years ago, has fucceflively re- 
fided in the ftate of New-York, Jerfey, and different parts of Vir¬ 
ginia. In the laft inftance he quitted the weftern mountains, three 
years fince, to fettle in Keyflel-Town; he fold for fifteen hundred dollars 
ninety acres of land, and a houfe, which two years before he had pur- 
chafed for two hundred and forty, and where he had actually made fome 

improvements. 
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improvements. I mention this faft, becaufe inftances of a fimilar 
kind feldom happen in this country. They depend undoubtedly on 
peculiar circumftances ; for, as has already been obferved, the in- 
create of the price of land in Virginia is far from keeping pace with 
the rapid progreffion it experiences in the northern States, and which 
feems to commence in South-Carolina. Meat is fold for three pence 
a pound, and frefli pork for from four to five. Some inhabitants of 
thefe parts buy up fait pork in Greenbriar-County, and retail it here. 
They purchafe it for five pence, and fell it for nine. We faw at Mr. 
Snap s a waggon loaded with thirty hundred weight of this article, 
which was to be fold in the environs of Frederickfburg. The foil 
confifts in general of calcareous earth, and the uppermoft layer is 
clay, which is frequently fo red, that you would fuppofe it to be of 
a ferruginous nature. The habitations are pretty numerous, but mean 
and poor. Some mills on the creek do not look quite fo wretched; 
but there is not one good houfe, not one good liable, and not one 
good barn, even on the eftates of the moil confiderable farmers. 

FREY. 

The houfe of one Pickering , twelve miles from KeyITel-Town, had 
been pointed out to us as a comfortable manfion. We did not* find 
Pickering there, but Frey, a German, to whom the former fold it laft 
year, and who had eftabli/hed himfelf here fome weeks before our 
arrival. The houfe was in fo wretched a Rate as to be feen through 
on all fides ; there was nothing to eat either for man or horfe, nor w°as 
there any drink to be got but whiiky. We were, however, obliged to 
content ourfelves with this hut, for it was night, and we thould have 
been obliged to travel four miles more in fearch of another inn, 
which perhaps might not have been better. We accordingly ac¬ 
commodated ourfelves to circumftances, and were informed that this 

y, t c on of a German, came laft year from Reading, and paid 
three hundred and twenty dollars for his houfe, two diftilleries, which 

belong; 
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belong to it, and fixty-two acres of good land. This trafl of country 
is peopled by one and the fame fort of emigrants, who come from 
Lancafter and Reading, good ftbjeas, honeft people, middling culti¬ 
vators; but awkward, rude, uninformed, and dirty. 1 hele qualities and 
inconveniences charaaerize all the fettlers in America who are Get- 
mans, or fons of Germans. 

The air here is fo intenfely hot, and the rays of the fun beat with 
fuch violence, at this feafon of the year, that to render travelling 
during the day at all tolerable, it is neceffary to depart even before day¬ 
break ; and to reft from feven or eight in the morning till five in the 
evening; when the traveller muft fet forward again, to make a mode¬ 
rate day’s journey before the arrival of night. With thefe hours one 
can feldom proceed more than five and twenty miles a day ; for it is 
neceffary, both to the rider and his horfe, to travel at an eafy pace. 
The fun begins to fcorch as foon as it rifes ; at five in the morning the 
heat is already inconvenient ; in the.evening it is exceflive till fun-let; 
and even long after the fun is down, the ground and all the furround¬ 
ing objeds are impregnated with heat, and continue to refled ii upon 
the traveller. But after all, though the air is fultry through the whole 
day, I have always fuffered lefs from it than from the burning rays of 
the fun, which to me were terrible. And very often, in defpight of 
the management 1 have talked of, the traveller lofes the advantage of 
part of his precautions, from the want of inns at convenient diftances, 
being compelled, whatever he may endure, to proceed further into the 
morning than eight o’clock, and to begin his journey again earlier than 
five in the evening. This happened to us yefterday, which was 
the 5th of July. We could find no place to reft at, till noon; and 
were obliged to fet out again at four, to reach our miferable inn by 
the time night began to fall. Travelling in this manner defeats the 
intention of one who travels from curiofity ; for, befide his being in 
dancer of falling lick, he arrives at the end of his day’s journey fo fa¬ 
tigued as to be incapable of exertion, and unfit for enquiry. He can 
fcarCely go twenty paces from his inn, to lee an objed worthy ot 
being vifited ; and has barely ftrength to fupport a languid exiftence. 

Newmarket 
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Newmarket was the fir ft place where we flopped ; it is eight 
miles diftant from our wretched night-quarters, from which we were 
not able to fet out as foon as we could have wifhed. The afpedl of 
the country does not offer the leall variety of views. On fome farms 
we now and then fee barns, better flocked then they generally are 
in this part of the country ; but the dwellings are all fmall log- 
houfes, and the culture is bad. Between Frey’s inn and Newmarket 
the two branches of the road join again into one. Newmarket is a 
more confiderable place than Keyffel-Town i the buildings are much 
of the fame conftruftion, but in a better condition. It is alfo fituated 
in a more extenfive plain than we have feen in our travels between the 
mountains. As to the price of commodities, the manners of the in¬ 
habitants, and the culture of the foil, the difference is fo very trifling, 
as not to deferve any notice. 

THE VALLEY AND RIVER SHENANDOAH. PEATON. 

After an up and down hill journey of five miles farther on a road 
filled with loofe flones, we entered the valley of Shenandoah, where 
meadows become more frequent. The heat of the day did not allow 
us to proceed farther than Peaton’s houfe, where, contrary to what 
we had been led to expect, we found the befl accommodation we 
have met with fince we left Staunton. Peaton kept formerly an 
inn, but having bought, a twelvemonth fince, a pretty confide¬ 
rable eflate at the foot of the Blue Mountains, this new acqui- 
fition engroffes almofl his whole time and attention. His wife and 
children continue, however, in his ancient habitation, where he has 
taken down the fign, but continues to receive travellers who chaofe 
to flop at his houfe. The difference between thefe houfes, which are 
pretty numerous in Virginia, and inns, or ordinaries as they are called 
in this State, is, that in the latter all perfons are admitted without 
diflinftion, but in the former none are received but travellers. They 
Vol. II. O 
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are thus exempted from noife, drunken quarrels, bad payment, and the 
charges fora licence. For fuch houfes, therefore, if they are well known, 
it is a clear profit to take down the fign. But the inn-keepers look 
upon them with a jealous eye, and do not point them out to travel¬ 
lers ; and but for the heat of the fun, which forced us to feek fhel- 
ter wherever we hoped we might be able to obtain it, we fhould not 
have flopped at Peaton’s. We were very well treated there, and if 
we had not been fortunate enough to have flopped, we fhould have 
been obliged to go ten miles farther to find even a bad inn. Befides, 
it was high time for us to flop ; for I felt already the fymptoms of a 
fever, which prevented me from proceeding any farther in the evening 
air. 

Wheat is cultivated in this part of the country, as in all the pre¬ 
ceding diftridls. The harveft has but juft begun, although the wheat is 
over-ripe. It is much infedted with the rot, and mowed with the 
fickle as in Europe. On the other fide of the Blue Mountains, pre¬ 
judices, ignorance, and the habits of the negroes, oppofe the intro- 
dudlion of the fickle, although fome farmers, who are aware that the 
ufual mode of mowing with the fcythe caufes a confiderable lofs of 
©•rain, wifh to introduce it. But moft of them are incapable of ob- 
fervation or refledtion. Mowing with the fcythe being the ufual way, 
they think, in common with the negroes, that it is the beft. But 
here, where the white people work themfelves with the negroes, and 
where a great number of hufbandmen arrive from countries where the 
fickle is made ufe of, they find no difficulty in mowing with the fickle. 
The price of land is here much the fame as in Keyffel-Town ; ic is con- 
feqnently twice as dear as land of the fame quality on the other fide of 
the Blue* Mountains. 

We meet frequently in the road heavy waggons, covered with 
ftrono - linen, and fometimes alfo with bear-fkins, drawn by four or 
fix horfes. It is in fuch waggons that the produce of the country of 
Tcneffee, Kentucky, and the back parts of Virginia, as well as fkins 
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and hides, are conveyed to the ports of Alexandria, but more frequently 
to thofe of Baltimore and Philadelphia, and they bring back in return 
the produ£lions of Europe and the colonies. 

JOURNEY TO STRASBURGH. 

A quarter of a mile from Peaton’s houfe we crofs the river She¬ 
nandoah, which is rather narrow, but very clear there, and flows in 
a deep bed, often obftrudted by rocks. The banks of it are, in lome 
inftances, covered with fine natural grafs. The country we traverfe, 
as far as Woodjlock , has but few hills, is tolerably inhabited, and is 
more open than before ; but the houfes gain nothing either in point 
of convenience or outward appearance. Woodftock is the capital of 
the county of Shenandoah. This town chiefly confifts of log-houfes, 
and contains from feventy to eighty houfes, a court-houfe, and a bad 
prifon, like all the towns of the county. It was formerly named 
Millers-Town, after the name of the proprietor of the ground on which 
it was built j but the legiflature of Virginia, which feveral years ago 
had changed this fyftem of nomenclature, has given it the prefent 
name. Some faddlers, carpenters, fmiths, hatters, and even watch¬ 
makers, have eftablilhed themfelves in this fmall town, which is in¬ 
habited by Germans, as, in fad, are all the other places in this part of 
Virginia. Negroes are not numerous, and only to be found in large fa¬ 
milies ; there are no more than five hundred of them in this county, 
and the whole population amounts nearly to 12,000 inhabitants. 

Between Woodflock and Strajburgh, formerly Stovers-Town, the 
ground is extremely ftony, and the habitations are very few. A mile on 
this fide of Stralburgh the fpecies of wood (hews that the foil is better; 
the whole fcene is changed, the country opens, the chain of Peaked 
Mountains terminates, and we defcend into what may be called the 
valley of Shenandoah; for it is on this point where it really be¬ 
gins, at lead for the traveller. Meadows well furni(hed with timothy- 
grafs and clover are intcrfperfed with fields of wheat and Indian 
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corn, and with orchards, which abound with apple-trees in this di- 
ftrift. Land cods here from eighteen to twenty-eight dollars the acre, 
and there is but little to be fold in this town, which is entirely in¬ 
habited either by Germans, or -children of Germans. The fields are 
manured, and produce from fifteen to twenty-five bufhels of wheat per 
acre. They plough with horfes, none of which can be bought under 
one hundred and twenty dollars, although the recent fall in the price 
of flour has alfo leffened their value, as well as that of all commo¬ 
dities. 

The farmers find no difficulty in procuring white labourers, whom 
they pay at the rate of ten dollars per month, or half a dollar per day, 
and four {hillings during the harveft. The cows are very line, they 
are bred in the country, and fold for twenty dollars. Coniiderable 
numbers of cattle are reared, and more particularly fattened in the 
paftures, and then, as well as the ffieep and pigs, which are alfo 
Very numerous, lent to the markets of .Baltimore and Philadelphia. 
The wool, not ufed in families for manufaduring neceffary clothing, 
ferves to fupport fome hat-manufadories, which have been eftabliffied 
in the country. Some merchants of the town purchafe of fmall far¬ 
mers the whole produce of their land, but the rich landholders fend 
it themfelves to Philadelphia. Flour fetches, at this moment, but feven 
dollars per barrel at Strafburgh, and meat three pence a pound. Straf- 
burgh contains two churches; an Anglican, which is called the high 
church in this country, and a Prefbyterian-meeting. 

Before we reached the town, we found in the woods feveral fnakes 
near the road; among others, a black ferpent, thin, long, and which 
glides with great fwiftnefs, and the fnake known by the name of the 
glafs-fnake, from its being as tranfparent and brittle as glafs. They 
were about two or three feet long, and neither of them venomous. 


NEW- 
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NEW-TOWN. 

The country continues beautiful and open as far as New-Town, but 
is lefs inhabited than I expe61ed from what I had read and heard. 
One or two handfome houfes of planters are feen from the road ; they 
are more numerous, it is faid, on the banks of the river Shenandoah, 
from which we conftantly removed to a greater diftance, after we 
had pahed Peaton’s houfe, fifteen miles diftant from New-Town. The 
land is good, and its culture and produce are much the fame as in 
the vicinity of Stralburgh. New-Town, formerly n"med StevenJlurg , 
is a fmall town, fomewhat lefs confiderable than Stralburgh. It con¬ 
tains five hundred inhabitants, and is peopled, like the- whole country, 
by German families. White labourers are procured there as eafily as 
at Stralburgh, and receive nearly the fame wages ; yet during the laft 
harveft they refufed to work for lefs than a bufhel of wheat per day, 
which the farmers were obliged to give, left they Ihould lofe their 
harveft. The market-price at Alexandria, whither all the flour of 
the country is carried, fixes that of New-Town, with the difference of 
two dollars and a half, which are dedudted for freight. Laft year a 
barrel of flour brought as much as twelve dollars and a half at New- 
Town; but at this time it cofts no more than fix dollars. Great plant¬ 
ers only have at New-Town, as in every other part of the valley, a con- 
flderable number of negroes; fmall farmers keep only one or two, and 
work along with them. 

There is no church at New-Town ; we feldom meet with any in 
Virginia where divine lervice is performed; from time to time we 
fee indeed old buildings called meeting-places, but no fermons are de¬ 
livered there, no prayers read, and they do not of courfe deferve the 
name of church. 

At New-Town we took leave of Mr. Dandridge, who llept at Pea- 
ton s the fame night we did, and in whofe company we travelled the 
laft two days. Mr. Dandridge was fecretary to the Prefident, and 
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left him two or three months ago. The circumftance that the Pre- 
fident had appointed another fecretary in his room was recot e in 
the chronique fcandaleufe of Philadelphia, with a variety of comments 
and {peculations on the motived of this feparat.on; in fhort this do- 
meftic tranfadion in the houfe of the Prefident was canvaffed with a 
the curiofitv, ignorance, and loquacity, of a large fociety of i ers; 
and the newfpapers re-echoed this empty noife of fuppofition and 
conjedure, which are apparently without any ground. However this 
may be, Mr. Dandridge was returning from the county of Greenbnar, 
where he had infpeded fome eftates belonging to the Prefident, and 
was now going to rejoin him at Mont-Vernon. We found in him 
a very pleafant companion, and he feemed as much concerned at is 
parting from us as we were to leave him. He is a man of a very re- 
fpe&able chara&er. 


WINCHESTER. 

The plantations increafe both in number and fize, as we approach 
Winchefter, which lies but eight miles from New-Town. It is the 
capital of Frederick-County, contains upwards of two thoufand in¬ 
habitants, and is built tolerably well, in the midft oi rocks, which 
circumftance, however, does not prevent many of the inhabitants 
from building houfes of wood. It is very difficult to conceive the 
motives that led to the conftru&ion of a town on this fpot, where 
only as much water is found as is required for the ufe - of the 
houfes, and which is upwards of twenty miles diftant from all na¬ 
vigation ; it would have been far more advantageoufly fituated on 
the banks of the Shenandoah. The rivulet which fupplies the fa¬ 
milies of Winchefter with water in abundance, is the fource of 
Opeckan-Creek, that empties itfelf in a north-eaft diredion into the 
Potowmak. Winchefter carries on a confiderable trade for its inland 
pofition, in the midft of a country which is, as yet, fo thinly inhabited. 

It fends to Alexandria the whole produce of the upper country, and 
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draws from Baltimore, but efpecially from Philadelphia, all forts of 
dry goods : the traffic, both in buying and felling, is carried on with 
ready money. 

The preference which is given here to Philadelphia over Alexan¬ 
dria, in regard to the purchafe of dry goods, reffs on the fame grounds 
^s it docs in other places of this upper part of Virginia. From the 
greater wealth pofl'efled by the merchants of that city, they are able 
to give longer credit; they receive the goods from the firfl hands, and 
conlequently can fell them cheaper; their warehoufes being plentifully 
flocked with merchandize, the buyers can alfo fuit themfelves better— 
circumftances, none of which take place at Alexandria, and which 
being lefs combined at Baltimore than at Philadelphia, caufed the 
latter to be reforted to in preference to the former, notwithftanding 
its greater diftance : it is by land that all thefe productions and com¬ 
modities are conveyed to Alexandria, and arrive from Philadelphia. 
The carriage from Philadelphia to Winchefter cofls from four to five 
dollars per hundred weight; and from Winchefter to Alexandria, two 
dollars and a halt, as it does from New-Town. Heavy merchandize, 
fuch as grocery, is at times fent by fea from Philadelphia to Alex¬ 
andria, whence it is conveyed to Winchefter in waggons, ■ which, if 
not obliged to go back empty from want of a load, are paid at the 
rate of one dollar and a half per hundred weight. The produce fent 
from Winchefter confifts chiefly of flour. The environs of this place, 
as well as the back country, whence it draws the neceflary fupplies 
of provifions, abound in wheat; mills are very numerous in that di- 
flri6l, hemp, fome linfeed, hats and hardware, great qualities of which 
are manufactured in Frederick-County, are alfo produdions of this 
country. Upwards of thirty well-flocked ftores, or fhops, have been 
opened at Winchefter; the value of European goods which it yearly 
draws from Philadelphia, or Baltimore, is eftimated at two hundred 
thouiand pounds, or fix hundred fixty-fix thoufand fix hundred and 

fixty-fix dollars ; they fell at Winchefter thirty per cent dearer than in 
the former places. 
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The profeffion of a lawyer is as lucrative in Winchefter as in all 
the other parts of Virginia. More than twenty of them find conftant 
pradtice, and are in thriving circumftances. Mechanics aie found in 
abundance ; even a coach-maker, and leveral watch-makeis, ha\e 
fettled there. Five churches have been built at Winchefter ; a Ro¬ 
man Catholic, an Anglican, a Prefbyterian, a German Lutheian 
church, and a Methodift meeting-houfe, but without any minifters 
being peculiarly attached to them. The Englifh minifter rehdes on 
the other fide of the Blue Ridge, and only comes from time to time. 
The Roman Catholic curate, who lives in Maryland, vifits this place 
alfo when he choofes j and lo do the reft. The methodift meeting- 
houfe excepted, divine fervice is thus performed here by itinerant 
priefts, who are not in the habit of travelling much in Virginia for 
the purpofe of propagating religious truths. But, on the other hand, 
it is certain that the number of gaming-tables has of late much in- 
creafed in this town, and they are all of them afiiduoufly frequented. 
This is a fort of worfhip, in the obfervance of which but few Virgi¬ 
nians incur the charge of infidelity. 

Befides an indifferent priion, and a very decent court-houfe, 
Winchefter contains a fine building deftined for the poor. The 
expence of this houfe, which is kept but very carelefsly, is raifed by 
a poll-tax on white people and negroes. T. he poor, however, do not 
derive all the advantage it might afford if the public money were 
hufbanded with more economy. I have not been able to procure much 
minute information relative to the management of this houfe, but 
I have feen enough of it, to induce me not to wifh for further par-* 
ticulars. Befides my opinion on this fpecies of eftablifhments is fixed. 
They afford in a bad and imperfect manner the affiftance which the 
poor have a right to claim from fociety. The care of old and infirm 
people, fupported by the public, would be far more ufefully entrufted 
to private families for a reafonable compenfation ; and thus public 
charity would be confined to the foie clafs of the poor who really dc~ 
ferve it. Aims-houfes for the indigent are fources of poverty; for they 
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mull be inhabited, and even filled. The idler confiders them as un¬ 
failing refources, and is thus encouraged in his idleness t while a 
wicked foil fees in them a certain retreat for his father and mother, 
which hardens him in his guilty difpofition not to aftift them in diftrels, 
&c. &c. 

If in old flates, which are extremely populous and gangrened 
w~ith miferv and vice, the eftabliftiment of hofpitals for the poor 
Ihould be deemed ufeful, their number ought at lead to -be confined 
within the bounds of indifpenfable necelfity. Now this neceflity exilts 
not, nor can it exift, in an infant country like America, which abounds 
in the means of fubfillence, placed within the reach of every body; 
where every family may eafily fupport fuch of its members as are 
reduced to penury by old age or infirmities; where the number of 
thofe who have no relations to retreat to in fuch a fituation, if there 
Ihould exift any, is at leaft very fmall; and where private charity is 
excited by the very fcarcity of thofe who need alms. 

It is a painful duty to acknowledge that poor-houfes are far more 
frequently the refults of the vanity of cities, and of the indolence of 
thofe who ought to attend to the relief of the poor, than the effe&s of 
true humanity. The importance of ena&ing wife law3 with refpeft to 
mendicants is not yet fufficiently felt •: the talk is, indeed, difficult; 
but they are intimately connected with the profperity of a great nation, 
and with the happinel's of all its members. 

Two or three pitiful fchools form all the relburccs of-the inhabitants 
of Winchefter for the education of their children. 

The town contains ten or twelve inns, large and fmall, which are 
often full. It lies in the way of all travellers who proceed to the back 
parts of Virginia, to Teneffee, or to the mineral fprings in the coun¬ 
ties of Augufta and Berkley. Many families which are emigrating 
into the new countries alfo pafs through Winchefter. In the courfe 
of laft year upwards of four thoufand perfons palled through the place, 
who were going to fettle in Teneffee or Kentucky. 

A well-ftocked market is held there twice a week. The price of 
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meat is five pence a pound ; a pair of fowls colls from two to three 
Ihillings, and butter eleven pence a pound. Every inhabitant has a 
garden, which produces the necefiary vegetables for his confumption. 
Board and lodging coll five dollars a week. Negroes are very numeiouS 
in Wincheller; but white labourers are not cafily procured, and re¬ 
ceive higher wages than in mod places of the neighbouring counties. 

The population of the county amounts to above twenty-one thou* 
fand fouls, four thoufand five hundred of whom are negro Haves. 

BERKLEY-COUNTY. CHARLESTOWN. 

Although dwelliug-houfes and plantations are tolerably numerous 
between Wincheller and Charlellown, yet the country is dill covered 
with wood to fuch a degree, that the eye does not enjoy any of the 
pleafant views which this fine trad of land, bounded on the right 
and left by the beautiful chains pf the Blue and North Mountains, 
would offer, if it were well cleared. A few miles from the town the 
road takes a nofthpeaft dire&ion towards the Potowmack. Along the 
firfl part of this road only fmall and wretched habitations are to be 
leen ; and it is not until we enter the county of Berkley, eleven 
miles from Wincheller, that the plantations become more confiderable, 
the fields more extenfive, and better cultivated, and that the whole 
landfcape affumes an appearance of wealth. The dwelliug-houfes are, 
in general, better built, and fome which belong to rich planters have 
-a handfome appearance : but woods predominate Hill too much, and 
more ground lies uncleared than would fuffice to fupport a population 
thirty times more numerous than it is at prefent. 

Charlellown is a fmall place, built within thefe ten or twelve 
years, confilling of about forty houfes. The inhabitants of this place 
and its environs are mollly emigrants from the lower parts of Virginia. 
A few of them came from Pennfylvania, and thefe are all Germans. 
This diflrifSi is inhabited by. more opulent planters, than any other of 
the valley we have hitherto traverfed. The number of negroes is con- 
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fequently confiderable ; and white labourers are fcarce in proportion : 
it is with great difficulty that any of the latter can be procured during 
the harveft at the rate of two dollars per day. The difficulty of finding 
labourers at that important period obliges the farmer to have his wheat 
cut with the fey the, although he is fully aware of the inconvenience 
which attends this operation, and which is more confiderable here than 
elfewhere, for the thicknefs of the crops obftrufts the aflion of the 
feythe, and a greater quantity of corn is accordingly ffiaken out by the 
additional force required m mowing it down. 

Landed property for fome miles round Charleftown is more divided, 
perhaps, than in any other part of Virginia. Very few of the planters 
poffiefs more than two thou fond acres of land, and few even fo much. 
The culture is better, the fields are better ploughed, better hufbanded, 
and are even a little dunged. An acre produces from twenty to 
twenty-five bufhels of wheat; oats are cultivated in abundance ; num¬ 
bers of cattle are kept in the meadows. The whole produce is difpofed 
of in the fame manner as that of the environs of Winchefter, Straf- 
burgb, &c, &c. But it is from Winchefter that the ftores or ffiops of 
Charleftown receive their fupplies : none of the ffiop-keepers is fuf- 
ciently rich to draw merchandize directly from the fea-ports. 

Two tolerably good fchools, one for Engliffi, and another for Latin, 
are eftabliffied at Charleftown, to which children are frequently 
fent from Winchefter. The price of inftru&ion for each pupil at 
thefe fchools amounts to five dollars for Engliffi, and feventeen for 
Latin. The corporation is building a houfe in which thefe two 
fchools are to be united, and is defirous that a native of France would 
fix himfelf here as teacher of the French language. 

A Prefbyterian and a Mcthodift church have alfo been erected in 
this fma‘11 town, and the Epifcopalians have built another two miles 
farther. Thefe three churches have minifters, fupported by volun¬ 
tary contributions; but their allowance is not fufficient to relieve 
them from the neceffity of being alfo paid by other congregations^ 
fo that divine fervice is performed at Charleftown every fortnight 
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only, and it is faid that even on thefe days the churches are but little, 
frequented. 

No market having been as yet edablifhed- in Charledown, every, 
one fupplies himfeif with provifions as. well as he can.. Meat coils fix 
pence a pound, butter nine pence, and fowls two (hillings a. pair. 

This town, is increafing every year, and many, new boufes are build¬ 
ing. The inhabitants alfurecLus, as. in fait they did every-where, that 
the air is extremely falubrious j. and, to judge from the afpeCl of the 
countrv, nothing feems here to contradict the aflertiotv 

The culture of wheat extends five, or fix miles beyond Charledown, 
The fields are all of a vad extent-, and the crops of Indian.corn are 
remarkably fine. The meadows are alfb very rich, but they, are few: 
in number.. 

PASSAGE OF THE POTOWMACK. THROUGH'THE BLUE-MOUN¬ 
TAINS. HARPER’S FERRY. 

Two or three miles from Potowmack you find a ledge of fmali 
heights, which always precede and follow the high chains of moun¬ 
tains ; they are ftony, and but little, cleared of wood, and the roads are. 
dreadful. 

At lad we reach the celebrated-point, fo much extolled by travel** 
lers, and the celebrity of which has been greatly increafed by Mr. Jef- 
ferfon’s Notes —the point where the Potowmack, on receiving the She¬ 
nandoah, feems to have broken through the Blue Ridge, to open for 
its waters a paflage acrofs this, grand obftacle,. by which nature, in¬ 
tended to obdrufl its courfe. The view is. beautiful and majedic* 
The Shenandoah fweeps in a fouth-ead diredion along the^ Blue 
Mountains, and leems dedined thus to prolong its rapid courfe 
all along this ridge, when the Potowmack, which flows fmooth 
and dill from wed to ead, encounters it at a right angle, and iiir 
creating the impetus and rapidity of the Shenandoah, arreds the. 
natural direction,of the latter, and carries it along acrofs thefe high 

mountains, 
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mountains, which Teem to open for the foie purpofe of letting them 
pals. The fcens is grand ; it deferves to be viewed, and is worthy of 
the admiration of travellers who delight in the magnificent operations 
of nature. But, however 1 was pleafed with the fight, it did not ex¬ 
cite in me thofe emotions of enthufiafm which I expected, which I have 
feveral times experienced in the courfe of mv life, and which laft year 
affected me fo ftrongly at the view of the falls of Niagara. The 
flight imprcffion made upon my mind by the fudden encounter of the 
Potowmack and Shenandoah, and by their paflage through the Blue- 
Rid ges, is it to be afcribed to the idea I had preconceived, and to 
the high cxpe&ations raifed in my mind by the accounts I had 
heard and read on this fubjedl ? But I arrived laft year with firm- 
Jar, nay ftnonger, preconceptions at the ftupendous catara6l of Nia¬ 
gara, and my aftonifhment and admiration were not diminished ; on 
the contrary, they grew ftronger and ftronger every moment, while I 
was contemplating this wonder of nature, which engaged, as it were, 
every power of my foul ; and the emotions it excited are ftill prefent 
to my mind. Is the want of enthufiaftic feeling, perhaps, owing to 
my a&ual difpofition, which renders me lets iufceptible of the charms 
of enchantment ? This may be j my foul has fince laid year undoubt¬ 
edly luftained feme lofs in this refpedl; yet I am not become abfolutely 
cold and infenfible to the beauties of nature ; and I indulge in a belief, 
that I fhati not ftand unfupported in my opinion on this grand and 
beautiful icene, which f have viewed with admiration and delight, but 
which appeared to me inferior to the deferiptions given of it. 

1 muft here obferve, by way of a remark on the climate of America, 
that a very hot day was fucceeded', at Harper's Ferry> by an evening fo 
exceffively cold, that I was obliged to put on my great coat to be able 
for fome time to remain in the open air, and that 1 was foon obliged to 
ftep into the houis and (hut l'ome of the windows. This temperature 
of the air is not, however, common in this place ; and the inhabitants 
were as firangely and disagreeably affedted by it as myfelf. 

The beautiful valley of Shenandoah, which* has alio been more ex¬ 
tolled, in my opinion, than it deferves, terminates at this point. It is a 
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fine country, inhabited by an indufirious and adive people j a coun¬ 
try, formed by nature to be rich, and, which we do not exped to find 
between thefe two chains of mountains, at lead not in Virginia, after 
having travelled through other parts of that State, where fo much 
activity and induftry are confidered as things utterly impoffible j yet 
it is but thinly inhabited in proportion to its extent, and to the length 
of time fince it firft began to be fettled. Scarcely any part of it is 
cultivated with careful attention and .(kill.; the price of land is very 
low, improvements proceed hut llowly ; and if we call to recolledion 
the plains on the Mohawk-River in the north of the State of New- 
York, we mud allow, that the valley of Shenandoah deferves the 
praife of being the fined part of Virginia, but not of all America, as is 
frequently aflerted in written and verbal accounts.of this valley. It is 
from a fort of fpirit of juflice that I thus exprefs myfelf, on this part 
of the country, in a manner different from that of many others, whofe 
opinion may, undoubtedly, have more weight than mine; but I have, 
neverthelefs, paffed through this valley with fatisfadion and pleafure ; 
and I wifh, for the happinefs of the Virginians, that many other parts 
of their State refembles this. The want of population would foon 
be fupplied, and none of the prelent inhabitants would emigrate into 
other States. 

In the valley of Shenandoah are many home-manufadories, which 
is rarely the cafe in any other part of Virginia. The richeft counties 
in this plain are thole of Shenandoah, Frederick, and Berkley, efpe- 
cially tile latter. Pigs are bred here in great numbers j they run now 
and then into the woods, as they do in other parts of Virginia, but 
they return home aimed every day, and are fed there. A confiderable 
trade in fait pork is carried on. in this valley, The population of 
Berkley-County amounts nearly to twenty T three thoufand inhabitants, 
three thoufand of whom are (laves. In this county, near the Potow- 
mack, is fituated the moft frequented medicinal fpring in the United 
States. Although it pofielfe.s lefs powerful qualities than the fprings in 
-the county of Auguda, and is Ids hot j yet the beauty of the country, 
and its vicinity to the maritime piovinces, which are the mod popu¬ 
lous, 
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lous, the neighbourhood of fome fmall towns, tolerably inhabited, 

and the great variety of accommodations which the village that furrounds 

the fpriitg offers to the gueRs, induce the majority of patients to prefer 

it to the other fprings. 

• ^ 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON VIRGINIA. 

On croRing the Potowmack w,e enter the Rate of Maryland. But 
before I bid a la ft farewel to Virginia, I cannot forbear making fome 
genera! obfervations on this State, which is fo highly intereRing on ac¬ 
count of its vaR extent, the great number of reprefentatives it fends 
to Congrefs, the influence which it is fuppofed to have over the Union 
in general, and over the fouthern States in particular; and, laftlv, on 
account of the difference of opinion entertained by its partifans and 
foes. 

Nature has done much for Virginia, perhaps more than for any 
other Rate of the Union. The foil is, in general, good, and extremely 
varied ; the climate, no doubt, is rather hot in fummer ; the heat, 
however, is but little troubldome, for the inhabitants are eafily accu- 
ftomed to it; on approaching or paffmg the mountains it becomes more 
moderate, and tolerable even in the midft of fummer : vegetation is 
wonderfully powerful in Virginia; and the climate favours the Culture 
of almoR all known prodigious. Virginia, it is true, has no port on 
the Atlantic ; hut fhe poRelfes a multiplicity of harbours on her nu¬ 
merous and beautiful rivers, the navigation of which admits of failing 
up very high to receive the produce of remote diRrias; and, as ha°s 
been aheady obferved, the foliation of Nbifh-Carolina is fuch, that 
the overplus hf the produce in grain of that'extenfive State muR in a 
gieat meafure pafs-through the hands of the’ merchants of Virginia. 
I nc •'ant of La-ports, which is not attended with any inconvenience 
foi Virginia, ' is, on the other hand, productive of the great advantage 
of being fecuie m time of war from the hdhlts of the enemy, who. In 
order to burn its towns or plunder the country, would be obliged either 

to 
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to land in another State, or to venture into the Chefapeak. Thefe im- 
tnenfe advantages are incontrovertibly poffeffed by Virginia, whofe 
lower parts, although unhealthful, yet are not more fo than thofe of 
Maryland, of forae diftrifts of Penniylvania, and of the State of New- 
York, and are certainly more lalubrious than the lower parts of the 
two Carolinas and Georgia. Virginia alfo enjoys the great additional 
advantage of being almoft entirely free from all dangerous animals. 
The rattle-fnake is uncommon to fuch a degree, that a great many in¬ 
habitants who live in the woods never heard it mentioned. Let us 
now confider, whether Virginia has improved thefe great advantages 
by her conftitution, laws, and civil relations j what is her real ft length, 
her ftrength in relation to the other ftates, and what are her re- 
fources. 

The conftitution of Virginia was formed the firft of any of the United 
States; it is likewife the moft imperfe£l. Reprefentation, the firft bafis 
of every democraticai conftitution, is unequal in this ftate. Each county 
fends two reprefentatives to the legislature t but thefe counties vary in 
point of population fo very much, that feme furnifh only one company 
of militia, while others raife four battalions. Thus the proportional 
difference of reprefentation between the counties is as one to fixteen. 
The organization of the fenate is, in this point of view, equally defec¬ 
tive. In regard to the ele&ion of fenators the State is divided into 
twelve diftricts, which are compofed of an unequal number of coun¬ 
ties. Ten of thefe diftridts lie between the fea and the Blue-Ridge, 
and two only are fituated beyond the mountains. In this latter part of 
the State the population is not fo great as in that which is called Old 
yirginia; but it will feon become equal to it, becaufe many of the in¬ 
habitants of the old fettlements emigrate either into the weftern di- 
ilridls, or beyond the mountains; at prefen t even, it is more than 
half that of the other. There is, then, a ftriking inequality likewife in 
the reprefentation of the fenate, which is not compofed, like that 
of the fenate of the Union, and of feme other States, of elements 
different from thofe of the houfe of reprefentatives. The governor 
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is a mere lhadow of authority, he has not the power of perform¬ 
ing any aft but by the advice of his executive council, compofed 
of eight pcrfons, two only of whom go out every year, according to 
the choice of the legiflature. Thus the poflibility that many of the 
members will hold their feats in the council for life gives them cou- 
fiderable influence, and adds a total want of authority to the impoffi- 
bility of adting in which the governor is placed by the conftitution. 

This conftitution is alfo objected to on the ground of its not being 
the work of a convention appointed ad hoc % but having been made by 
the legiflature which exifted under the English dominion, and. which, 
after having lhaken off the Britilh yoke, modelled the conftitution, 
without having been eledled and afiembled for that purpofe, as in the 
other ftates. This reproach might have had fome foundation, although 
the circumftances in which the legiflature was placed at that time re¬ 
duce it almoft to nothing j but at this time it is altogether unfair, be- 
caufe the conftitution, made by an affembly whether competent or other- 
wife, has been adopted by the whole ftate, and followed thefe twenty 
years paft without the leaft objedtion. Whatever, therefore, may be 
its advantage^ or inconveniences, its origin Ihould not be now a matter 
of reproach. Such as it is, it meets with much cenfure in the ftate ; 
and the number of thole who loudly demand an alteration, although 
from different motives, is very confiderable. The law which places 
landed property out of the reach of creditors in the recovery of debts 
would be immoral in any country, and under any government what¬ 
ever. In countries where ariftocracy forms the leading principle of 
government, and it is intended to have a rich nobility and a fuccef- 
fion of opulent families, that principle is fupported by fiduciary fub- 
ftitution. For family eftates being there confidered as permanent 
property, it is held, that the title of their prelent occupiers is confined 
to a mere ufufrudl. This law, unjuft as it is under ariftocratic go¬ 
vernments as any-where elle, is there at leaft a politic meafure, in the 
fenle which under this fort of government is attached to that term, 
and is moreover confined to the property of lome families. But in a 
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country where democracy forms the balls of government, and whofe 
conftftution is preceded by a declaration of the rights of man, this law, 
deftitute even of a pretext, is expofed in all the difgraceful nakednefs 
of its hative immorality. The law which goes lb ftrong againft 
gambling is undoubtedly very moral and good : but fo far from being 
duly enforced, it is publicly violated every day ; gaming being no-where 
more prablifed, or produbtive of greater diforders, than in Virginia. 
It would, therefore, be much better for the ftate were gambling au¬ 
thorized by law ; for of all diforders, that of a public contempt of the 
laws is the moll dellrubtive to a civilized Hate. Another great dis¬ 
order in the Hate of Virginia is the habitual want of punbtuality ill 
the payment of debts; for, independently of the immorality of this part 
of the public manners, this bad habit, which enriches not even thofe 
who do not pay, deprives the public wealth of many refources, and in¬ 
jures all forts of improvements. The refources of chicanery afford in 
Virginia, as they do every-where elfe, a llrong fupport to this difpolition 
of the Virginian people;’fince the definitive fentence of payment in re¬ 
gard to the clearell and moll incontrovertible debt may be retarded 
full five years. 

As to trade and commerce, Virginia, although very advantageoully 
fituated for the moll extenfive commercial operations, yet carries on 
but a very inconfiderable trade. The merchants are-neither polfelfed 
of the fame capitals, nor enjoy the fame credit, as in the other trading 
Hates of North America. So far are they from fupplying with pro- 
vifions the back parts of the Hate, that the latter draw them direbtly 
from Baltimore and Philadelphia. 

The total value of the exports of the different ports of Virginia 
amounted in the year 1791 to 3,131,863 dollars fin 1792 to 3,542,823; 
in 1793 to 2,987,097 ; in 1794 to 3,320,636 ; and in 1795 to 3,490,043 
dollars. « ~ 1 

The population of Virginia fhould feem very confiderable, if we 
reflebt that this Hate fends twenty-one members to 1 the ‘Congrels of the 
Union, and that the population of each llate Ihould regulate the num¬ 
ber 
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ber of its reprefentatives at that general council. But this population, 
which by the cenfus of 17 Q 1 amounts to feven hundred and forty- 
feven thoufand fix hundred and ten perfons, comprizes two hun¬ 
dred and nincty-feven thoufand fix hundred and twenty-feven Haves. 
The area of the Hate contains feventy thoufand fquare miles; this 
makes per fquare mile about ten two thirds of inhabitants, three 
levenths of whom -are negro Haves. The population of the whites, 
which is undoubtedly increafed by reproduction, gains nothing by 
migration; for no Virginian will deny, that the ftate is lofing every 
year more by the emigration of its inhabitants than it obtains emi¬ 
grants from other ftate's; fo that this population, if well counted, 
is, perhaps, inferior-to that of any other ftate of the Union. In 
a great part of Virgiuia the heat of the climate, and the ufe of 
Haves, render that clafs of men idle- and averfe to labour, who in the 
other ftates, under different circumftances, are ipurred on to induftry 
and activity by indigence and want. We find, accordingly, that a lets 
quantity of land is cultivated here, in proportion to the extent and 
population of the country, than in .other ftates, and that but very few 
branches of induftry have gained ground in Virginia, although the 
country is fitted for all thofe which have been eftablilhed in other 
parts of the United States.. There is no ftate'fo: entirely deftitute of 
all means-of public education as .Virginia; and it may, be fairly faid, 
that the only college the poffeffes is the inoft imperfed in point-of in- 
ftruCtion, and the worft managed of any of the Union. On a candid 
confideration of thefe circumftances, it is impoffible to praife withauy 
degree of juftice the power of the ftate of Virginia. 

The power of a ftate is the refult of its real ftren-gth: Virginia, as 
has already been obferved, is undoubtedly invited by nature to become 
the moft powerful, or one of the moft powerful, of the Union. But in 
order to attain this end, bad laws muft be fuperfeded by'good ones ; the 
manners muft be correCled, induftry encouraged, and the bounties of 
nature turned to advantage. Thele are the refources of Virginia, 
Vvhich futurity will call forth. As Virginia contains fome men of 
public fpirit and extenfive information, occupied with the welfare of 
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the country and defirous of effectuating it, and as the legislature itfelf 
feems to pay much attention to this point, the time of improvement 
may be near; but it is not yet come, and my observations merely 

apply to the prefent ftate of things. 

Virginia influences at this moment the political opinion of Georgia 
and North-Carolina ; the Similar manner in which theSe three ftates 
vote at the congreSs, at leaft warrants this opinion. But Georgia is 
a feeble ftate, from her pofition as well as population ; and, were She 
even more considerable under thefe points of view than She adually 
is, yet the ftate of diforder which prevails there would reduce her 
Strength to nothing. North-Carolma is not in the fame State of 
diforder, but poffeffes no Strength. Men of talents are more Scarce 
there than in any of the other ftates; and if She Should obtain any, She 
would probably be tired of the ftate of dependence wherein She is kept 
by her incapacity. 

Virginia does not rely on South-Carolina, which may coincide with 
her in point of political opinion, yet defires to have an opinion of her 
own, and fcorns to acknowledge the Superiority or influence of another 

ftate. 

She ranks among her friends the ftate of Kentucky, which was dis¬ 
membered from Virginia, and Tenelfee, wbofe interefts perfectly 
concur with hers. She fancies alfo. She may rely on a part of Penn¬ 
sylvania. But all thefe calculations are more than doubtful; and were 
they founded, they have no permanent grounds : they may be ufeful to 
carry a motion in Congrels; but they do not inereafe the real Strength 
of Virginia, nor the refources of a political body ading, or defiring to 
aCt, independently of the Union. 

The reproach frequently preferred againft Virginia, that She defigns 
to induce the Southern States to withdraw from the Union, is certainly 
unfounded. Not one of the other ftates is, perhaps, more attached to 
the federal government, than Virginia. The Virginians are unani¬ 
mous in this opinion, and even reproach the Northern States with an 

intention of operating this divifion; yet they hope, that Pennsyl¬ 
vania, 
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vania, or at leaft that part which is fituated on the left of the Sufque- 
hannah, would affift them in defeating any attempt, in Congrefs, to 
bring on fuch a rupture. 

The Virginians generally enjoy a chara61er for hofpitahty, which 
they truly delerve ; they are fond of company; their holpitality is 
fincere, and may, perhaps, be the reafon of their fpending more than 
they fhould do; for, in general, they are not rich, efpeciully in clear 
income. You find, therefore, very frequently a table well ferved, and 
covered with plate, in a room where half the windows have been 
broken for ten years paft, and will probably remain fo ten years 
longer. But few houfes are in a tolerable ftate of repair, and no part 
of their buildings is better kept than the fiables, becaufe the Virginians 
are fond of races, hunting, in Ihort, of all pleafures and amufements 
w hich render it neceffary to take peculiar care of horfes, as they are 
the falhion of the day. 

The Virginians are good hulbands, and good fathers; but, from a 
love of diflip tion, they keep lefs at home than the inhabitants of many 
other fiates. 1 have heard ladies reproach them with being fubjedl to 
jealouly. This may be the cafe : in every country under the fun 
diflipated hulbands are jealous. The women are amiable, and enjoy 
the reputation of fulfilling their duty with the fame exa£tnefs as in 
other parts of America, w here the hulbands pafs more time with their 
wives. They are more fprightly and agreeable than in the Eallern 
States, but not fo much lb as in South-Carolina ; nor are they fo pretty 
as in Philadelphia. I have, however, feen Virginian ladies who are 
inferior to none in perfonal charms and graceful manners. 

Virginia has,fince the revolution, produced more men of diftinguilhed 
talents than, perhaps, any other Hate of the Union. Fond as the inha¬ 
bitants are of diffipation,a talle for reading is more prevalent among the 
gentlemen of the firft clals than in any other part of America ; but the 
common people are, perhaps, more ignorant than elfewhpre. During 
the war of the revolution, the Virginian troops were equally diftinguilh¬ 
ed for their valour and love of liberty ; and the latter l'entiment is yet 

tremblingly 
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tremblingly alive among all claffes of the people. The contrail it 
forms with the maintenance of flavery is truly driking; and fpeeches 
on liberty and independence found rather drangely from the lips of 
mailers of (laves. The Virginians are mod of them aware of the in- 
conveniences refulting from flavery, even with refpedt to their own 
interefts; but the means of abolifhing it- are liable to numberlefs dif¬ 
ficulties in a country where the number of flaves is fo conliderable as 
in Virginia. Yet, on the other hand, it mull be allowed that there are 
means, the execution of which, if undertaken with unanimity and 
fpirit, would be lefs dangerous than many Virginians feem to appre¬ 
hend. I (hall (peak more fully on this fubjedl after my vifit to Mary¬ 
land. The Virginians are, in general, good mailers ; the fentiments of 
philanthropy, which have not yet gained fufficient ground in Virginia 
to prepare the emancipation of flaves, have however had influence 
enough to caufe them to be better treated and , fed. It is generally 
felt in Virginia, that abfolute flavery cannot continue long; men of 
fenfe, at lead, are convinced of the truth of this remark. Let us in¬ 
dulge in the hope, that this conviction, will infenfibly lead to fome 
generous rel'olution, which will prove as beneficial to the maders as 
the flaves. 

MINERALOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The depth of the layer of fand prevents any done from being per¬ 
ceived in the vicinity of Norfolk, yet at a (hort didance from that 
place quarries are found and worked. The dones employed in build- 
itw are quartz, feldfpar, and deatites. On the fea-fhore the ground 
eonfids of a fine fand, dry and light, but is in (everal indances pierced 
bv rocks of granite. In Difmal-Swamp the fame fragments of trees 
are found buried and preferved under the vegetable earth, in different 
degrees of depth, as in the plains which rile in the form of a terrace 
near the bed of the river Connecticut. Thefe fragments are dill 
more abundant there: when dug out of the ground they are alio in a 

loft 
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loft ftate, but grow hard when expofcd to the air. From the mouth 
of James-River, as far as the Blue Mountains, the fame minerals are 
found as in the reft of America. Near Chefapeak-Bay you meet with 
irregular maftes of granite, which farther on are replaced by regular 
layers of quartz, feldfpars, fchoerl, and an argillaceous fhiftus. This 
fucceffion of minerals is found two or three times in the trad of 
country which is walhed by James-River. Near York and YVil- 
liamlburg you find large beds of oyfter-lhells, four or five feet in depth, 
which fometimes appear above the lurface of the ground ; you alfo 
fee ftones compofed of conglomerations of granite, and which feem to 
be a fpecies of imperfed pudding-ftone. The ftones walhed by the 
rapids of James-River at Richmond are a fpecies of granite. On 
making an excavation at Roquette, large quantities of copperas-ftone, 
enveloped in a bluifh and very tender earth, were found. Thefe 
ftones contain much copper; they are alfo laid to include a tolerable 
quantity of filver, but the prefence of this metal has not yet been 
afcertained by any proper experiment, and much lefs its proportion. 

At Dover, where the coal-mines which we vifited are fituated, the 
loil confifts chiefly of a fand-ftone, interlperled with fragments of 
granite, which when broken preferve the original texture of the ftone. 
It is in thefe layers that the coal is found in immediate contad with 
ftone of a fandy or argillaceous compofition, and with a blue clay. 
That part of the country which contains the coal-mines is about ten 
miles in breadth, but its length is not yet afcertained; it croftes 
James-Rivei. 1 he ftrata of coal are in general thicker at the extre¬ 
mities and where they lie neareft to the furface of the ground; their 
diiedion, which is from weft to eaft, forms with the horizon a very 
obtufe angle. As foon as you leave this diftrid, you meet again with 
granite, which now lies in layers, is interfperfed with mica, and fcems 
in feveral inftances to be a real cryftallization. The foil is a hard 
clay. . Some miles from Milton, at the foot of the South Mountains, 
there is a vein of lime-ftone, formed like fhiftus, and placed between 
layers of perfed llate. When calcined, it yields excellent lime. 
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This vein runs in a fouth-weft direction as far as the river Roanoke in 
North-Carolina, that is, one hundred and forty miles, and upwards of 
fixty miles towards the north-eaft. It is in no inftances more than 
ten feet thick, and frequently lefs. In all the furrounding fields are 
found large detached mattes of white quartz, retting on layers of blue 
flfiftus; and likewife ftrata of a greenifli grey colour. Mattes of 
granite are likewife very common in the vicinity of the South Moun¬ 
tains. There is alfo to be found a grey undulated rock, which eafily 
feparates into fheets, that contain a conliderable quantity of magnefia. 
The foil which covers this fmall chain of mountains (Eaft, Green, 
and South Mountains) is of a reddifh colour, and extremely fruitful. 
Between this ridge and the Blue Mountains the ground contains much 
ochre, and fulphureous mundick is found there in great quantities. 
The vallev between the Blue and North Mountains abounds with 
layers of lime-ftone, feveral of which form an angle with the horizon. 
Near Keyflel-Town, twenty-five miles from Staunton, they drop nearly 
perpendicularly, and are generally covered with a reddifh earth, and 
fometimes with granite of a yellow colour. Lime-ftone is alfo found 
near Winchefter j but further on it foon difappears, and is replaced 
by a fhiftous and quartzous flate. Granite is only feen in a few de¬ 
tached mattes on the road from Winchefter to Harper’s Ferry j and in 
progreflive fucceffion we meet with layers of yellow fhift, which 
eafily feparates into thin fheets, and is interfperfed with brilliant par¬ 
ticles, refembling mica, of a yellow flate and of lime-ftone. The 
rocks in the Blue Mountains confift near Harper’s Ferry, as they do 
throughout this whole chain, chiefly of granite j but we alfo meet with 
free-ftone and feldfpar. Near Frederick-Town, lime-ftone is again 
feen; but free-ftone, fhift, and a fpecies of micaceous fand in the road 
to Ellicsf s-Mill, are alfo found. The rocks which bound in this place 
the river Potapfco are calcareous ftones. 


TREES. 
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TREES. 

Among the numberlefs fpecies of trees which grow in Virginia, 
are diftinguifhed the filver-leaved maple, the afh-leaved maple, the 
climbing trumpet flower, the catalpa tree, the Carolinian allfpice, the 
iudas tree, the Virginian mefpilus (of which I have feen fome twenty- 
five feet in height) ; cornel trees of different forts; the perfimon, the 
nickar tree, the triancanthus, walnut, various fpecies of cedars, fweet 
bay, benjamin tree, and another laurel of which I do not know the 
name ; the maple-leaved liquidcambar, the evergreen laurel-leaved 
tulip tree, the fwamp pine, and many others ; the black and Carolina 
poplar, various fpecies of oak, the fmoothfumach, pfeudo-acacia, fringe- 
tree, &c.; but many of them, the tulip tree for inftance, do not attain 
the fame height in Virginia as in South-Carolina and Georgia. Al¬ 
though Virginia does not produce fome trees, which grow only under 
a higher degree of latitude, yet it contains in my opinion a greater 
variety of fpecies than any other ftate. There is alfo a great mul¬ 
tiplicity of plants, but they are lefs fragrant than in South-Ca¬ 
rol ina. 

ROADS AND CANALS. 

The Virginian legiflature applies itfelf with peculiar care to the 
improvement of inland navigation. Several canals are either made, 
commenced, or projected, in places where the river navigation is in¬ 
tercepted by rapids; but, as in the reft of the United States, art is not 
fufficiently attended to in their conftru&ion. Works of this kind are 
carried on without previoufly confidering the beft means of complet¬ 
ing them; whence it is that they are often more imperfedt, and 
always more expenfive, than they otherwife might be. 

The roads are in general good throughout this ftate ; and although 
the inns are fometimes bad, yet upon the whole they are better than 
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in the other Rates. Thole in the back country, wheie I have tiavelled, 
are preferable to the inns in many of the moR inhabited paits of New- 
England. 

JOURNEY TO FREDERICK-TOWN. 

A boat takes up the travellers in Virginia, and lands them in Mary¬ 
land. The Potowmack forms the limit of the two Rates. You crofs 
it twenty toiles from its confluence with the Shenandoah, and on 
croffing over you enjoy this grand Ipedaclc as well as from any other 
point. The mountains through which the Potowmack pafles lofe in 
Maryland the name of the Blue-Ridge, and aflTume that of the South 
Mountains. The narrow road which leads to Baltimore, and which 
tor four or five miles is an uninterrupted leries of folid or fliifting 
Rones, runs along the bafis of thofe mountains, and the Potowmack, 
the bed of which is not grown wider from having received the She¬ 
nandoah. It flows amidR fragments of rocks, which render its courfe 
uneven and noify. Six miles farther on you leave the Potowmack to 
afcend the Coofoojky Mountains , a chain of fmall extent, from which 
the view of the Blue-Ridge, of the North Mountains, and the preced¬ 
ing fmall heights, a part of which is cultivated, efpecially in Mary¬ 
land, and laRly of the Potowmack, which you fee a mile beyond the 
Blue-Ridge, forms a grand and delightful profped. 

The South Mountains feparate the counties of Wafliington and 
Frederick. On purfuing the road which I travelled, you only touch 
Wafhington-County, one of the moR healthy and fruitful parts of 
Maryland. It furnifhes all fpecies of grain for the export trade of 
Baltimore, and alfo wrought-iron : it abounds with iron mines. The 
population of the county amounts to about fifteen thoufand fouls, 
eighteen hundred of whom are negro (laves. Wefi of Waftiington- 
County is that of Alleghany, the laR of the Rates of Maryland in this 
diredion. 

The fettlement of the country between Harper’s Ferry and th® 
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Coofoolky Mountains is juft beginning. You meet with a few fmall 
habitations, moft of which have been built within thefe three years ; 
they are miferable log-houfcs, with about twenty acres of cleared 
ground. The new fettlers arrive moftly from the environs of Lan- 
cafter, and the county of Dauphin in Pennfylvania; many come alfo 
from the lower parts of Maryland, and fome from Ireland. Thefe 
families appear to be an adlive and induftrious kind of people. In this 
part of the country land fetches from eight to ten dollars the acre, 
and yet it is not better than on the other fide of the river in Virginia, 
where it is fold for four or five, and where the habitations are very 
fcarce ; yet the difeafe of the grain, called wtdle , is here unknown. 
The Potowmack forms on the north fide the limit of this fcourge, as 
the Blue Mountains do on the eaft. No Heflian flies are foen here, 
and the rot occurs but very leldom. 

The harveft is this year very plentiful, as in fadt it is in all other 
parts j and thofe farmers in Maryland who do not fpeculate in grain, 
rejoice at the fall of its price. But many others, who have plunged 
into fpeculations of this nature, will fuftain confiderable Ioffes from 
this fudden fall. May this dilaftrous experience render them more 
cautious and prudent for the future ! A fpirit of commercial Ipecu- 
lation in a farmer is the ruin of agriculture ; his means are far in¬ 
ferior in extent to thofe of a merchant in town, who makes up the 
lofs of one fpeculation by the fuccefs of another. But the farmer 
who lofes the value of his commodities, or is badly paid for them, 
contradls debts, cultivate his land with lefs care, is obliged to fell his 
cattle, his crops are lefs plentiful, and the whole of fociety thus (hares 
his lofs; for the profperity of cultivators is more intimately connedled 
with the general welfare than that of any other induftrious clafs of the 
people. 

The Coofoolky Mountains are tolerably cultivated ; fome of them arc 
fo up to their very fummits. Farther on in the country habitations 
increafe in number, culture expands, and the corn-fields grow larger : 
land fetches in thele mountains from twelve to fifteen dollars the acre, 
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and this price continues mtch the fame until we leach the environs 
of Frederick-Town. Meadows are there more frequent, and the 
abundance of water enables the farmers to water their grafs-lands, 
which is executed by fome of them with a conhderable fhare of Hull. 
The water is condiuM through wooden pipes, which communicating 
from one height to another, frequently diftant feveral hundred toifes, 
traverfe the fmall dale which feparates them. Timothy grafs and 
red clover form the artificial meadows of the country. White clover 
grows naturally pretty thick and fine. 

Culture increafes, the land grows better, and the meadows augment 
in number, in the vicinity of Frederick-Town. Land is fold there for 
from twenty-five to thirty dollars the acre, and grais-land for fifty. 

FREDERICK-TOWN, THE CAPITAL OF FREDERICK-COUNTY. 

This town, fituated on the creek Carolle , a branch of the river 
Monacajy , is very well built. The greater number of houfes are flone 
buildings; the town-hall, poor-houfe, and court-houfe, are very fine 
ftruCtures. The population of Frederick-Town amounts to about two 
thoufand fouls, a fourth of whom are negroes. It carries on a confider- 
able trade with the back country, which it fupplies with merchandize 
drawn from Baltimore, and tranfmits to the latter place in return the 
produce of the back country, which is rich, fruitful, and thickly fettled; 
in general, induflry is beyond comparifon more a6tive there than 
in Virginia. 

A glafs manufactory had been eftablifhed fome miles from Frederick- 
Town. But, whether through the mifconduCt or the misfortunes of the 
proprietors, who came from Bremen in Germany, from want of 
money, or perhaps from a coincidence of all thefe caufes, this manu¬ 
facture has fhared the fate of almofl all firft eftablifhments of this 
nature, and is fo near its deftruCtion, that the latter may be confidered 
as complete. The raw materials, I have been allured, are in great 
abundance near the fpot where it is fituated. If this be actually the 
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cafe, it will be relieved either by the prefent managers or others, which 
is immaterial in a public point of view j but it is of great importance 
for the country to poffefs a glafs-manufa&ory, that may lefl'en the 
quantity of this fort of imports from England, which their fragility 
renders fo profitable to the vender, and fb indifpenfibly necelfary to 
the buyer. Maryland abounds in iron, and iron works are very nume¬ 
rous throughout the {fate, which carries on a confiderable trade in 
wrought-iron. Many of them are eftablifhed in the environs of 
Frederick-Town. 

Frederick-County contains about thirty-one thoufand inhabitants, 
four thoufand of whom are negroes. Since 1291, the year when the 
Genius was taken, the population of Frederick-County has been con- 
fiderably increafed by the emigration of families from other parts. 
The land is, in general, good, and produces wheat, rye, barley, and 
Indian corn, in confiderable quantities for the export trade of Baltimore, 
and alfo fome hemp and flax. Much flour is likewife fent to Balti¬ 
more out of the county, where the number of mills is very confidera¬ 
ble. The country between Frederick-Town and Baltimore confifls of 
a continual fucceflion of fmall hills, and the road is very feldom even 
for a mile together. Although the country be upon the whole tolerably 
fettled, yet there are many parts which are but thinly inhabited, 
and thefe are even more extenfive than the reft. The nature of 
the wood indicates a fruitful foil. Tobacco was formerly cultivated in 
great quantities; but this fpecies of culture, which has as much de- 
creafed in Maryland as in all the other Southern States, is here almoft 
reduced to nothing. It has been fuperfeded every-where by the cul¬ 
ture of wh«U^ although the latter labours here under the fame imper- 
fedtions as in other places. They plough two or three inches deep : 
the fields are but feldom manuied ; and what little dung they gather 
is allotted to the grafs land. From this carelefs conduct in regard to 
the prefervation and augmentation of manure, it fhould feem that 
they are not fenfible of its value. 
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POPLAR-SPRING. 

On the 12th of July I fpent the hottefl part of the day at Poplai - 
Spring. Although this part of the country has been long fettled, yet 
the number of new colonifts far exceeds that of the ancient inhabitants. 
The price of land in the neighbourhood is from ten to twelve dollars 
the acre. The procefs of clearing is much the fame there as in all the 
other parts of America. Indian corn is fown the firft year, then fol¬ 
lows wheat, frequently from fix to feven years without interi uption, 
or as long as the foil will bear any ; afterwards it lies fallow until 
another part of the ground, which in the mean time has been cleaied, 
is alfo exhaufled in its turn. As it demands more labour and care to 
convert woodland into meadows, much ground is left uncleared, which 
would make excellent grafs-land. Its turn will doubtlefs come, for 
the country is in an improving Rate ; but fo much land is yet covered 
with wood, that many years will elapfe before a fkilful and extenfive 
Rate of cultivation can be eflablifhed. 

The ground is throughout the whole country tilled with horfes, 
which cofl from one hundred and thirty to one hundred and forty dol¬ 
lars. The cows are fine, and worth from twenty-five to thirty dollars. 
Wheat is cut with the fickle, but oats and rye with the feythe ; la¬ 
bourers are eafily procured, and paid at the rate of one dollar a day 
during the harveft j at other times they receive three fhillings a day 
(money o,f Maryland, which is of the fame value as that of Pennfyl- 
vania), or eight dollars a month. Cattle fattened either in the fine 
meadows near Frederick-Town, or in other lefs rich paftures, are fent 
to Baltimore or Philadelphia. The inhabitants buy flour of the wag¬ 
goners, who convey it to Baltimore, and pay nearly the lame price as 
in this town. It fetches at this time eight dollars per barrel; but in 
the courfe of lafl January it was fold for fourteen. During my flay at 
the inn I heard feveral farmers exprefs their fatisfaftion at the fall of 
the price of grain, on account of its being likely to occafion failures 

among 






BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT UAXCOUttT, 


127 


among the merchants of Baltimore. “ Thefe people,” faid they, 
“ have gained from us all they could, and carried it to France; and now 
they carry both our money and that of France to England : if they 
fail, it is what they deferve.” 

They who doubt the difpofition of the American people in favour of 
France, if not wedded to their erroneous opinions, have but to travel 
among the country people, and they will find them full of mirtruft, 
animofity, and hatred againft England, and well-difpoled in favour of 
the French nation. They will find the death of Louis XVI. and the 
crimes which fucceeded it, as much detefted as they are in England 
but they will alfo meet with as many zealous partizans of the caufe of 
France, and of that of true liberty, as perfons to converfe with on thefe 
topics : to cherifh and commiferate Fayette feems a fort of religious 
duty in this country. They will alfo find, that the Prefident is uni- 
verfally refpedted, and that nobody is inclined to impute to him the 
injurious rtipulation of the treaty of commerce, which is generally dif- 
likcd. Let me repeat it once more, that I wifh to be underffood as 
alluding to fuch people only as from principle, and a fenfe of their 
own intereft, dildain all connexion with England, and who may be 
juftly called the true and real American people. I have diverted my- 
felf to fuch a degree of national prejudices and preconceived perfonal 
opinions on this fubjedf, that I am fure my obfervations on this head 
are founded in truth. They who are determined to differ from me in 
opinion may yet aflert, that my prejudices have deceived me in 
fpite of myfelf, or that the country people are a fet of ignorant, rtupid, 
and deluded perfons, and that the faculties of fair and candid difcuffion 
are concentrated in the cities. To affertions fo rtrange and illiberal 
I fhall not reply; for why fhould I argue with thofe who are deter¬ 
mined not to change their opinion ? 

ELLICOT’S-MILL. 

From Poplar-Spring a road has been cut within a few years, which 
abridges by fome miles the road to Baltimore, It is bad, and being 
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quite new it pafles but by very few habitations: about fiiteen miles 
from Baltimore you perceive the manfion of Mr. Carrel , about a miie 
diftant from the road. From the multiplicity of buildings united in 
his lettlement, it has rather the appearance of a village, than of the 
habitation of a private gentleman. Mr. Carrol has united feveral ef- 
tablifhments on this fpot; he poffeffes an extenfive taim, and a gieat 
number of negroes, but not having been in his plantation, I am not 
able to give a detailed account of it. 

Ellicot’s-Mill is a fmall village, the principal eftablifhment of which 
is a large grift-mill belonging to Mr. Ellicot, and named after him. 
This mill has fix pair of mill-ftones, and is conftrudted as well as any 
of the mills of Brandywine, of which it poffefles all the perfections. 
The fituation of this place, encircled by mountains, is truly romantic. 
The water is clear, the rocks are high and majeftic j and I could have 
wflhed to enjoy one day longer this view, which, being rather gloomy, 
was well adapted to my prefent frame of mind ; but the fcorching heat 
forced me to proceed to a more temperate part of the country. 

I fhall relate here, with all humility, what happened to me with 
three Frenchmen of the Weft-India Iflands, whom I found at the inn, 
and one of whom 1 underftood afterwards was Mr. Thomas, late 
French Conful at Baltimore, and another his phyfician, who attended 
him to the Berkley waters. Although I addrefled them in our native 
fpeech, they conceived, from my modeft way of travelling, fo mean an 
opinion of me, that they refolved to fleep all three rather in a room 
which contained only two beds, than to fuffer “ a poor devil of fo mean 
an appearance' to repofe in the fame room with one of them. This 
declaration, which was not made with the intention that I ftiould hear 
it, was overheard by me in a corner of the garden, where I was fmoking 
my fegar. As the obfervation concerned only my outward appearance, 
I did not think myfelf bound to take it up. I flipped alone, and laid 
down on the floor on a mattrefs, which the miftrefs of the houfe had 
placed in the fecond room, where the coachman of thefe gentlemen 
had taken poffeflion of a good bed. I laughed on looking back to the 
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time when the haughty Mr. Thomas would not have dreaded my 
company quite fo much; and my fleep was as found as if I had been 
called to the honour of {leeping in the fame room with Mr. Thomas 
himfelf. 


BALTIMORE. ^ 

The road continues as mountainous, difficult, and covered with 
fand and fragments of rocks, as before, until four or five miles from 
Baltimore. During the whole of this journey you fee neither good 
nor numerous habitations; the land is but of a middling quality, in a 
great meafure uncultivated, and the reft in a very indifferent ftate of 
improvement. Four or five miles from Baltimore the ground grows 
even, the habitations become more numerous, and affume a better ap¬ 
pearance. In proportion as you draw nearer the town, the dwelling- 
houfes befpeak more and more the wealth of its inhabitants, and the 
profperity of its commerce. 

The criminal jurifprudence of Maryland has not yet experienced any 
alteration in its ancient form, proceedings, or practice. The con- 
vidfs work at the roads, loaded with irons.-—What little work they 
perform is badly done, and they frequently effedt their efcape. This 
fyftem is not by any means produdtive of more beneficial refults in 
Maryland than it was in Pennfylvania, where it has been abolifhed. 
It will undoubtedly undergo a change.—But at what time?—And why 
has it not been yet fuppreffed ? 

Baltimore is, after Philadelphia and New-York, the moft import¬ 
ant trading port in America j at leaft, it difputes this rank with 
Charleftown and Bofton. Being fituated nearer to the rivers Youghio- 
geny and Mocongahel, which empty themfelves into the Ohio by 
Pittfhurg and Philadelphia, Baltimore poffeffes a part of the trade of 
the back country of Pennfylvania, fupplies moft of the ftores which 
furnilh the weftern territories with merchandize, and receives in re¬ 
turn a part of their produce. It contains at prefent from four to five 
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thoufand houfes, and has been almoft entirely built fi nee the peace of 
1763 . It has ftill more rapidly increafcd tuice 1/S3, and elpeciaily 
fince the beginning of the prefent war. The inn-keeper at Poplar- 
Spring told me, that in 1719, when he landed at Baltimore on his ar¬ 
rival from Germany, the whole place conhiied of nine miferable log- 
houfes, and now it is one of the fineft towns on the Continent, as it 
contains no old houfes, and moftof the prefent have been conftrudted of 
late years; they are all built on good principles, and moftlj of bucks. 
The numerous churches of all religious perfuafions, as well as the pub¬ 
lic buildings, are conftrubted in a fimple and elegant ftyle. The town, 
which increases in every diredlion, gams in extent, particulaily on the 
bay, where ftreets are paved and formed on a ground wrefted from the 
fea, and where a few years fince veffels were afloat. This fort of 
work, to which the infpe&ors of the town have affigned certain limits, 
extends daily. Ships of burthen cannot proceed higher up the river 
than Fell's-Point, at which place they load and unload. No bufinefs, 
however, is tranfa&ed at Fell’s-Point ; every thing being done at Balti¬ 
more, which is feparated from it by a flat and open fpace of ground 
about a mile in extent. The merchants’ counting-houfes and prin¬ 
cipal warehoufes are at Baltimore ; there being at Fell's-Point only a 
few inconfiderable warehoufes, which fome of the merchants have for 
temporary purpofes. If the trade of this city continues to increafe as 
hitherto, the fpace of ground lying between Baltimore and Fell’s-Point 
will be covered with buildings, and the two places will form but one 
town. At prefent new houfes are building in every ffreet; and the 
town fpreads every day towards the harbour, and on the well fide 
upon the grounds belonging to Colonel Howard, the value of which 
from this circumftance increafes continually. 

The lands of this wealthy proprietor are, for the moft part, let upon 
building-leafes, which I imagine to be owing to fcarcity of money 
among the fpeculators in thefe buildings; for otherwife it is to be 
fuppoled he would prefer the felling of the grounds, which would 
enable him to difpofe of his property as circumftances and his own 
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judgement might point out. He never fails to fell parcels of the ground, 
where he has an opportunity; and feveral of them having been bought 
and fold again, have made the fortunes of two or three peculators. 

About a mile from the town, at the extremity of his lands, Colonel 
Howard has a handfome houfe, furrounded with lofty and venerable 
trees. The ground, indeed, is a kind of park formed by nature. The 
houfe is delightfully fituated upon an eminence, commanding a view 
of the city and the bay as far as the Chefapeak, and on the right and 
left a great extent of highly-cultivated ground. This place (which is 
called Belvedere) is the ufual residence of Colonel Howard, who is 
univerfally efteemed for his courage and military talents, and beloved 
for his private virtues. He was formerly governor of the lfate of 
Maryland. He married Mifs Chew, daughter of my valuable friend 
Mr. Chew, of Philadelphia-, whole talents and accomplilhments render 
her deferving of the honour of belonging to that amiable family. 

I made but a Ihort ftay at Baltimore; and the greater part of the 
time I palTed at Colonel Howard’s. I had not, therefore, fufficient 
opportunity to gain all the information I delired repeating this town 
and the State of Maryland ; but I hope to procure it in my next 
Journey. 


ANNAPOLIS. 

Annapolis, thefe at of the government of Maryland, is the ufual re- 
lidence of the great officers offtate j and, the fupreme court of juftice 
holding its fittings there, it is the refidence alfo of molt of the principal 
lawyers. The ftrft clals of inhabitants at Baltimore is, of courle, chiefly 
compofed of merchants ; more fo, indeed, than at Philadelphia. Many 
mercantile houfes in this country are likely to be affe&ed by the fall in the 
price of provilions in Europe. At prefent, however, they keep up the 
pi ice of flour at ten dollars ; but this is mere peculation, as there is no 
foreign demand for it, nor would there be at a much lower price, the 
plenty or apparent plenty of corn is fo great in Europe. 
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The public buildings are by no means magnificent# They are, 
however, tolerable. The town has twelve churches belonging to the 
different feds. 

JOURNEY TO PHILADELPHIA. 

My horfe being lame, I refolved to go in the Rage to Philadelphia. 
The Rage is a miferable mode of conveyance in America j the roads 
beino- very rough, and the carriages in a wretched condition. The 
coaches fet out in the middle of the night, and no time is given to re¬ 
cover a little by repofe from the terrible Rate into which one is put 
by the joking of the carriage, by too many paffengers being crowded 
together, and the trunks and parcels which are thrufl into the infide 
of thefe vehicles bruifing one’s legs, that have not room to be Rretched 
out if thefe packages were not in the way. But I had no other means of 
proceeding to Philadelphia, at leaf! for fome time ; and I contrived to 
make this journey as little inconvenient as could be for a Rage-coach, 
by going in that which carries the^ mail, and which, being obliged to 
proceed more quickly, takes only fix paffengers, is provided with bet¬ 
ter horfes, and is, in all refpefts, better condu&ed. I had fortunately no 
fellow-travellers but the family of Mr. James Barre , a merchant of 
Baltimore, from whom I had received many civilities during my fhort 
Ray in that town; and although we were feven, ir.Read of fix, I had 
no reafon to complain. But it is not in a Rage that the traveller can 
piyrfue his enquiries; he fcarcely fees any thing of the country, and 
frequently cannot even learn the names of the villages and creeks he 
pafles. As I hope to make this journey on horfeback, I fliall, till then, 
poRpone the greater part of what I have to fay refpecting this road. 

At Havre de Grace we croffed the Sufquehannah, near the place 
where it falls into the Chefapeak. The country, which rifes on each 
fide of the river, is not ill cultivated; and has a fufficient number of 
dwellings to form a very pleafing profpe£h The Sufquehannah in 
this place is above a mile and a quarter in breadth. Three or four 
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fmall illauds, both above and below the ferry, have a good effedlj and 
this view, although not grand, is one of the mod: beautiful I have feen 
in America. 

The Sufquehannah cuts Maryland into two parts ; one of which is 
called the Wejlern Shore, and the other the Eajlern Shore. The latter 
extends along the Chefapeak, to the two counties of Virginia j and is 
feparated from Delaware-Bay by the State of Delaware. We pafled 
through feveral fmall and neat towns, belonging to the State of Mary¬ 
land ; fuch as Charles-Town , E/k-Town, &c. After which, we entered 
the State of Delaware, and eroded the towns of Chrijiiana and Wilming¬ 
ton ; the latter of which is only twenty miles from Philadelphia. 

RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA. 

We fet out from Baltimore at four o’clock on Monday morning, and 
arrived at Philadelphia on Tuefday, July 20th, at eight in the morning, 
having flopped five or fix hours at Wilmington, which time was dedin- 
ed to fleep, but was entirely given to the bugs and deas that fwarm 
there. 

The heat of this dimmer being by no means fo intenfe as is ufual 
here, I was not fo much incommoded by it as I expedled. Having got 
my letters, and informed myfelf of the date of Europe, I was in hade to 
quit Philadelphia. 

The price of dour in Philadelphia has not fallen fo much as might 
be expedted. The merchants keep it up at twelve dollars; but they 
can fell only to bakers who wanted money or forefight to lay in a 
dock or purchafe it in the country. The warehoufes are filled with 
this article j and a fall in the price mud be hadened by the great plenty 
of the prefent harved. 

I mud not omit to mention a very great natural curiodty, that 
I faw on my journey to Philadelphia—a negro of Virginia, whole 
parents were both negroes; and who, gradually changing his native hue, 
became white. This man continued black till he was forty years of age, 
when the fkin of his fingers, near the nails, began at fird to aflume a 
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lighter colour, and continued to grow lighter and lighter till it was 
perfectly white. The procefs was the fame in almod all the different 
— parts of his body. His legs, thighs, arms, and hands, are white, with 
the exception of a few lpots of different fizes, which are brown, fome 
of a deeper fhadc than others, but all being lighter towards the edges. 
His neck and fhoulders are of the fame complexion as thefkin of people 
with red hair; and is freckled in the fame manner. Straight and fmooth 
hair is partially fubdituted for his natural wool. On his bread: there 
remain tufts of the wool; but they fall off daily, and are fucceeded 
by black or grey hairs. His face is white from the hair to the lowed: 
extremity of his forehead ; his nofe is black; the red: of his face a 
kind of brown, deeped: toward the nofe, and gradually growing light 
as it approaches the white part. His head, all of which is black, is 
ftill covered with wool ; except at the crown, where hair has dis¬ 
placed the wool. His private parts, he fays, are lefs advanced in this 
progrefs, although the change is begun in them. By his own account, 
a fenfible progrefs has been made in this mctamorphofis of his perfon 
during the time he has been travelling, which has been for the lad: 
three months; and there is no doubt but in a fliort time he will be¬ 
come entirely white. He is, at prefent, one and forty years of age. 

To form a diftindt idea of this metamorpholis, the white colour of 
the fkin is not to be underdood to refemble that of an Albino , but to 
be the real complexion of white people, or, to fpeak more particularly 
{till, of white people with red hair. 

There is no reafon to quedion the extraction of this negro ; he hav¬ 
ing ferved the whole of lad: war in a corps of pioneers, and is beddes 
well known in Virginia, where he has generally redded, and furnifhed 
with certificates fufficient to fatisfy perfons difpofed to quedion the 
fa6t. The change has not been attended with any ficknefs. This 
man travels about the country to thew hirnfelf for money. It is to be 
obferved, that there have been feveral indances in America of negroes, 
either Mulattos or Indians, changing their colour ; fome after illnefs, 
and others in a perfeCt date of health; but there is no indance of the 
change being as complete as this. 
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SECOND TOUR TO THE NORTH. 

JOURNEY FROM PHILADELPHIA TO NEW-YORK. 

Having determined to employ the remainder of the year in a 
fecond journey to the North, I fet out in a Rage from Philadelphia 
for New-York; I was defirous of lofing no time on the road, and the 
heat of the weather made it verv fatiguing and inconvenient to travel 
on horfeback. 

1 had an opportunity of feeing feveral of my friends during a ftay 
of twenty-four hours at Trenton. What information I could procure 
there I propofe to blend with the refult of the enquiries I fhall make 
in a longer vilit to Jerfey. What I collefted at New-York, during 
the fliort time I Raid there, lhall alfo be hereafter noticed ; but I had 
too little opportunity to make my account as copious and perfect as I 
could wilh. Letters from Europe, to which I was compelled to pay 
great attention, engaged much of my time ; and not without reafon. 
The fatigue of four fucceffive months employed in colle&ing informa¬ 
tion had, I confefs, inclined me to take my eafe ; with which temper 
1 was unwilling to quarrel, having determined to let afide feveral 
weeks before my departure from America to acquire a competent 
knowledge of that interefting city. I learned, however, that fpecu- 
lations in corn and flour have greatly deranged the affairs of feveral 
mercantile houfes at New-York ; that one of the firft houfes has 
failed from the fame caufe ; and that others are on the eve of fol¬ 
lowing it. The merchants of that city, either lefs wealthy or lefs 
adventurous than thofe of Philadelphia, have lowered the price of 
flour to ten dollars, which is a third lefs than it was fix months fince ; 
but even this price is greatly higher than it ought to be, from the de¬ 
mand for American flour in Europe. 


PASSAGE 
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PASSAGE FROM NEW- YORK TO PROVIDENCE. 

As I was already well acquainted with the Bofton road by land, I 
embarked on board the Clementina, one of the pacquets that fail con- 
ftantly to Providence. Mr. Guillemar, whom 1 had met at Trenton, 
had loft his way; and having joined me again at New-York, he took 
his paffage with me in the fame pacquet. 

For the firft eighteen hours the wind was very favourable ; but then 
fuddenly changed, and being in our teeth, and there being every ap¬ 
pearance of an approaching ftorm, the captain judged it prudent to 
make for a lecure harbour. We therefore quitted our track, and 
landed at Stonning-Town , where we remained thirty-fix hours. 

STONNING-TOWN; ITS TRADE; AGRICULTURE OF THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD; AND PRICES OF ITS PRODUCTIONS. 

Stonning-Town is a fmall fea-port of Connedticut. It takes its name 
from the firil proprietor of the lands which form the townfhip. The 
name, however, is corrupted to Stones-Town ; which feems to be na¬ 
tural enough, for the rocks projedl into the ftreets in every quarter. 
The principal ftreet is cleared with great expence and labour ; but 
the reft are lb encumbered, that it is with difficulty, and not without 
danger, a perfon walks along them at night. The townfhip is fifteen 
miles in length, and eight in breadth. The town contains from twelve 
to thirteen hundred fouls. The land is chiefly employed in pafturage ; 
on which a confiderable quantity of cattle is reared ; but the chief pro¬ 
duce is cheefe, which is made in great abundance, and is in great requeft 
throughout America. Four hundred thoufand pounds of cheefe are 
yearly exported from Stonning-Town to the different ports of the United 
States ; but chiefly to Bofton, New-York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. 
The price at thefe places is about eight pence half-penny per pound. 
This commerce is carried on partly by veffels that come purpofely 
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to purchafe cheefe at Stonning-Town, and partly by fmall floops be¬ 
longing to the port which fail for the different ports of the States, as 
the wind happens to ferve. 

I vifited a farm belonging to an old Quaker, named 'John Frijh , 
where from fourteen to fifteen thoufand pounds of cheefe are made 
annually. This farmer keeps from forty to fifty cows. The price he 
gets from the merchants for his cheefe is about five pence half-penny 
per pound. He alfo fattens from twelve to fifteen oxen yearly; and 
raifes rye, oats, Indian corn, flax, and potatoes; and might, with a little 
more knowledge of his bufmefs, confiderably increafe :he produce of 
his farm. His cows and oxen wander at pleafure over the land; which 
although manured by this means, does not receive the benefit it would 
if the manure were diftributed more fkilfully. He mows his meadows 
but once a year; and they produce about forty hundredweight of hay 
per acre. 

This fyilem of farming is general here ; and the produce is nearly 
the fame throughout. Meadows properly manured, anc mowed three 
times, yield eighty hundred weight of hay per acre, jbhn Frith has 
one hundred acres in cultivation. 

The land in the townfhip of Stonning-Town is tolerably good ; it 
yields thirty bufhels of Indian corn per acre ; eighteen of rye or oats; 
and often double this quantity when the fields are manured. Upon 
the whole, little wheat is produced in this townfliip, oi the adjoining 
one of Connecticut. Some fields are fown with it on the frontiers, 
and land which is properly manured, yields forty bufliels per acre, 
labourers are eafily procured in the neighbourhood of Stcnning-Town ; 
their ordinary wages are three fourths of a dollar per da), or nine dol¬ 
lars per month, but they are as much again during the harveft. 

The price of land here is from ten to forty dollars per acre. It 
has not lifen of late years, in the lame degree as in many other parts 
of America. Thirty-three years ago John Frith purchafed his land at 
the rate of fixteen dollars per acre, and could not now get more than 
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thirty-two for it. Moft of the inhabitants of Stonning-Town, as well as 
thofe of the reft of Connecticut, and of Maffachufetts, polTels lands in 
the back parts of the States of Vermont and New-Hampfhire, which 
they purchafed very cheap, and where they eftablifh their children as 
they grow up, unlefs they meet with an opportunity of fettling them 
more advantageoufly at home. 

A few velfels belonging to Stonning-Town are employed in the cod- 
fifhery on the coaft of Connedticut and Rhode-Ifland : but as this 
fifh appears in abundance only in the fpring, the fifhery here forms 
but a very inconfiderable branch of trade. The fifh are cured in 
Stonning-Town, and fold at the rate of five dollars for one hundred and 
twenty-eight pounds. A fimall number of fhips are alfo employed in 
the fifhery at the Great Bank ; but they cure their fifh at Newfound¬ 
land, and frequently carry them to Bofton, or other ports. Black-fifh, 
bafs, and crab, being in great abundance on this coaft, a confiderable 
number of fmall craft is engaged in that fifhery. The fifh are kept in 
ponds along the fhore, and are generally carried to New-\ork. At 
Stonning-Town they fell for two pence half-penny per pound. 

Forty vefifels of different burthen, but moftly fmall, belong to this 
place, which are principally employed in the coafting-trade. Inftead 
of fixteen fhips, formerly engaged in the fifhery, at prefent four only 
carry on that trade. Some fail to the Weft-Indies, and even to Europe. 
The only three-mafted fhip belonging to Stonning-Town is at this 
time in France. She is the property of Mr. Smith, who keeps a ftore 
in this town, and of a merchant of New-York, who owns half of the 
vefifel. The fhips which trade to the Weft-Indies carry thither the 
produce of the townfhip and the country in its vicinity, and bring 
commonly in return the commodities of the iflands ; which are af¬ 
terwards conveyed from Stonning-Town to New-York, where moft 
of the fhips that fail for Europe take in their cargoes. They pro¬ 
ceed chiefly to France, whence they bring in return brandy and wine. 
The produce of Stonning-Town, like that of the whole State of Con¬ 
necticut, 
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nedlicut, confifts of fait beef and pork, pot and pearl a(hes, neat cattle 
and flax-feed. 

As the port of Stonning-Town, with refpefl to the cuftoms, is com¬ 
prized in the diftrift of New-London, its exports are not exadly 
known. 

Although Stonning-Town is fltuated in Connedicut, yet it has no 
public fchools, that is to fay, no tax is levied in the townfhip appro¬ 
priated to the fupport of free-l'chools. But as this townfhip pays to 
the ftate a tax of two and a half per cent for thefe fchools, it follows 
that the expence of fchooling amounts for fuch inhabitants as fend 
their children to the public fchools to a fourth only of what they 
would have to pay without that general tax. Nine pence a week is 
paid for a child. 

Every perfon I have had an opportunity of converting with in Ston¬ 
ning-Town fpeaks with enthufiafm of the gallantry dilplaved by the 
French troops, whofe valour and fuccefs have gained France nume¬ 
rous friends in America. The atrocious deeds, at the remembrance 
of which pofterity will {land aghafl, are, notwithflanding, detefled by 
them : but you meet with many people who either forbear mention¬ 
ing them at all, or conlidering them as the refults of a tranfient 
phrenfy, impute their guilt chiefly to Robefpierre, whom they hold in 
execration, and acquit the French nation at large. They generally 
conclude by faying—“ But how the French fight ! they are lions !” 
It is efpecially among country-people, and perfons of the fecond rank, 
I hear this language ; and thefe form the bulk of the nation ; who, as 
I have already frequently obferved, being lefs influenced by political 
views, and lefs fwayed by the fpirit of party, than the higher claffes 
of feciety, are more ftrenuoufly attached to France, their interells not 
being interwoven with the l'uccefles of Great Britain. 
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NEWPORT. 

Impatience, rather than a favourable change of wind, having induced 
our captain to fet fail from Stonning-Town,we arrived at Newport on 
the 15th of Augufl, after a palfage of ten hours. We fhould have had 
as favourable an opportunity the preceding day. 

Mr. Guillemard proceeded to Providence by land. 

A bar of rocks, about half a mile in extent, lies at the mouth of 
the fmall bay at the bottom of which Stonning-Town is lituated. 
Great care is therefore required to fleer clear of it, efpecially in 
flormy weather ; having cleared it, we failed in the courfe generally 
purfued by fhips bound from New-York to Newport. We palled 
between the fhore and Block-lJland y an illand famous-, like Stonning- 
Town, for its cheefe, yet flill more fo for its fifhery, and the hu£ 
bandry of its inhabitants. It forms a part of the State of Rbode- 
Ifland. 

The Providence packets have generally parcels and letters for New¬ 
port We flopped there from nine at night to nine in the morning. 
It gave me pleafure to fee once more, not this dull low town, but its 
environs, which form a charming landfcape, and are, as well as the 
whole illand, one of the moll healthy parts of America. Several fa¬ 
milies of Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland, come to refide here every 
-year to avoid the dreadful heat and infalubrity of their own country. 
Newport alfo unites the advantage of a low price for all the necelfaries 
of life with that of not offering any means, nor holding out any temp¬ 
tation, for expences foreign to the neceflities of exiftence. 

The falubrity of the town of Newport is, no doubt, produced by the 
keennefs of the air; yet this often proves hurtful to the inhabitants 
in their youth, and the number of young people, efpecially girls, who 
die of complaints in the lungs, is very conliderable. It is a circum- 
flance worthy of remark, that the infeription on the tomb-Hones 
mention only childhood, youth, or old age; they record the deaths of 
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few perfons between twenty and feventy years old, but a confiderable 
number beyond the latter age. 

PROVIDENCE.—STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 

The religious perfecutions in England gave rife to the different co¬ 
lonies which by their union compofed the Rate of Maffachufetts. Re¬ 
ligious perfecution in Maffachufetts gave birth to the Rate of Rhode- 

liland. 

Roger Williams, a miniAer of the gofpel at Plymouth, was firfl 
banifhed thence to Salem on account of certain opinions which his 
brethren of Plymouth would not tolerate in him. Although much 
beloved by the inhabitants of this new place of refidence, yet, as his 
principles did not accord with thofe of the church of BoAon, the in¬ 
fluence of the BoAonian miniflers prevailed againA him even in his 
retreat. 

Among the various articles of his dodtrine which the fynod of 
BoAon confidered as erroneous and dangerous, that which, above all 
the others, moft violently clafhed with the maxims and intereAs of 
the fynod, was his declaration “ that punifhment infli&ed for matters 
of continence was perlecution.” 

The intrigues of the prieAs prevailed over the attachment of his 
fellow-inhabitants, and he was a fecond time banifhed. This event 
took place in 1030 ; and he retired to the fouthern part of the Rate 
to live among the Nawangara favages, at a place by them called 
Mofhawfick, but to which he gave the appellation of Providence , in 
grateful acknowledgement of the afylum he found there after all the 
perfecutions to which he had been expofed. A few friends followed 
him, and together with him founded that part of the Rate of Rhode- 
Ifland known by the name of Providence-Plantation. 

1 he lame or a limilar caule gave rile to the other fettlements of 
Rhode-Bland. A Doctor Coddington, a native of Lancalhire, and one 
of the tirfl fettlers in the colony of Salem, was, in i£> 36 , caLed to ac¬ 
count 
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count for his religious principles. The acculation bi ought againft 
him was only a pretext to cloke the jealoufy entertained of his in¬ 
fluence by Governor Wmthrop and otheis . but that pretext was an 
effectual mean of accomplhhing their views; and Coddington, being 
banilhed from Bofton, retired with a few friends to the ifland called 
by the Indians Aquidneck, and flnee known by the name of Rhode- 
Ifland. From a tribe dependent on the Indians of Nawangara he 
purchafed this ifle, and all the others which, with the part of the 
continent bounded by Connecticut, now form the Rhode-lfland Plan¬ 
tation. 

The Quakers and Anabaptifts who were perlecuted in New-Eng- 
land, flocked to Rhode-Bland, and railed the colony to a flourifhing 
Rate, notwithflanding the wars with the Indians. The need in which 
the inhabitants flood of protection infpired them with a wilh to unite 
with the other colonies of New-England : but the latter refufed to ac¬ 
cede to the propofed union and, in 1 G 62 , Charles the Second, at the 
requeft of the former, granted them a charter which united the two 
plantations into one ftate, and conferred on them the privileges and 
the conftitution which they, like the ftate of Connecticut, have ftill 
preferved notwithflanding the revolution. 

That which is peculiar to the ftate of Rhode Ifland is compofed of 
the lame elements as all the others. The legiflative affembly confifts 
of an upper and a lower houfe. The former is compofed of the go¬ 
vernor (who is prefident), a deputy-governor, and ten afliftants, who 
are chofen by annual eleCtion. The governor pofleffes but a Angle 
vote in the enactment of laws. The treafurer and the fecretary of ftate 
are alfo annually appointed.—The lower houfe confifts of the repre- 
fentafives of the different townfhips. Newport fends fix ; Providence, 
Port fin outh on the ifland, and Warwick, each four ; and two are fent 
by each of the other towns in the ftate. Thefe delegates are eleCted 
twice in the year, and thus have two fellions.—The judges and the 
executive officers are eleCted once a-year by the legiflative body, who 
alfo nominate the military officers, but for an indefinite term.— 
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The judicial power in this little Hate is veiled in a fupreme court, con- 
fifting of five judges, and fitting twice in the year, at Providence and 
Newport alternately. The inferior courts are held twice a-year in 
each county. The fupreme court is their court of appeal. 

The trade of Providence employs a hundred and forty-two vefifels 
belonging to that port; and very little of it is lhared by foreign fhips, 
even by thofe of the other Hates. That trade, as I think I remarked 
laff year, confifls in the exportation of oxen, live hogs, fait pork, but¬ 
ter and cheefe, barley, timber, onions, rum, whilkey, gin, flax-leed, 
wrought iron, and the commodities imported from the Ealt and Well 
Indies. The greater part of the cheefe, however, is confumed in 
the United States, to which the port of Providence alfo fends great 
quantities of lime-llone, and fome iron. All the native articles 
above enumerated arc principally derived from thofe parts of Connec¬ 
ticut and Maffachufetts which lie within the diHance of twenty or 
thirty miles from Rhode-llland. The iron is forged within the Hate, 
at the falls of Potolky, round which lies a very rich mine. Cannons 
and anchors are there fabricated ; of the latter of which a pretty con- 
fiderable number are exported to the Indies. The value of the ex¬ 
ports from Providence was—in 1790, from the month of June, one 

hundred and thirteen thoufand, two hundred and thirty-one dollars_ 

in 1791, three hundred and feventy-nine thoufand, four hundred and 
thirty—in 1792, three hundred and fixty-feven thouland, nine hundred 
and nine—in 1793 , four hundred and thirty-one thouland, five hundred 
and eighteen—in 1794 , fix hundred and twenty-three thoufand, two 
hundred and fixty-one—in 1795 , one million forty thouland and five 
—and, for the firfl fix months of 1796, four hundred and thirteen 
thoufand, nine hundred and twenty-four. 

This great increafe in the value of the exports is not here, any more 
than elfewhere, a true criterion of their quantities j for, although I 
have not had time to take from the cullom-houfe books an abHract of 
the different articles year by year, and to compare their effimated 
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values, I know that the tonnage of the port of Providence has increafed 
only in a very fmall proportion ; fince it amounted in 1/Q2 to eleven 
thoufand two hundred tons, and does not at prefent exceed fourteen 
thoufand five hundred. It is true, that, during the laft year, the (hip¬ 
ping of that port differed Ioffes to the amount of eleven or twelve 
hundred tons by (hipwreck, captures, &c. 

The commerce of Providence is carried on with the Eaft and Weft 
Indies, Denmark, the north of Germany, and the coafts of Africa. 
Some of her veffels trade to France ; but the number of thefe is very 
fmall. They ufually carry thither tobacco and train-oil: during the 
two laft years they carried rice, meal, fait beef, raw hides, and (hoes 
for the army.—Providence and Newport carry on no trade with Eng¬ 
land: whatever Britifh commodities they want, they purchafe at New- 
York and Bofton. 

To the value of the exports from Providence may be added about 
eight hundred thoufand dollars in fpecie which are annually fent out for 
the trade with India and China ; fince that money may truly be called 
the produce, inafmuch as it is the fruit of the produce, of the date. 

The laws of Rhode-lfland are not collected into a regular code. 
But I underftand that a law was enadled fome years fince, prohibiting 
the importation of negro (laves into the date—declaring free all fuch 
as fhould be brought into it by perfons coming from other parts, to¬ 
gether with the children who might thereafter be born, as well as 
thofe already born, when they fhould have attained the age of twenty- 
one years—but at the fame time confirming the flavery of fuch negroes 
as were {laves at the time of the promulgation of the law. 

The principles on which are grounded the afFcffment and levying of 
the taxes in the ftate of Rhode-lfland are effentially the fame as they 
were at the period of the firft fettlement of the colony. The changes 
which have fince been introduced in the mode of collection, are flight. 
Thofe taxes are a capitation, a tax on real and perfonal property, from 
which a law of 1 795 excepts, as untaxable articles, all furniture (not 
including plate), implements of agriculture, workmen’s tools, and a 

quarter 
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quarter of the capital employed in trade on fea. The railing of the 
taxes refts with each town or townfhip, which is rcfponfible to the 
ftate-treafiurer for the proportion of the taxes afligned to it by the 
legiflature. The ratio is regulated by a general valuation made from 
time to time, at thofe periods when the wealth of the Hate is fuppofed 
to have been augmented to a certain degree, either by an increafe in 
the population, or by improvements in agriculture, or by the profits of 
fuccefslul commerce. The lafl three valuations took place in 1767, 

1 773 , and 1795 . On the firlt of thofe occafions the taxable property 
was valued at feven millions three hundred and feventy-one thoufand 
one hundred and eighty-fix dollars ; on the fecond, at ten millions nine 
hundred and fixty-feven thoufand nine hundred and nine dollars ; and, 
in 1795 , at fifteen millions five hundred thoufand dollars. It appears 
that this augmentation in the quantum of taxable property is attributa¬ 
ble to the increafe of the capitals employed in trade, more than to 
any other caufe. 

Each town or townfhip nominates three or five commiflioners, whofc 
duty it is to make the estimate of the property therein contained, after 
having received the declarations of the inhabitants. The leo-ftlature 
nominates ten fuperior commiflioners, who are to vifit the towns and 
townfhips, to receive and examine the eftimates of thofe firft-mentioned 
officers, and, after fuch examination, to determine the portion of the 
general tax impofed by the hate, which is to be paid by each place. 

The Jaw provides precautions again ft falfe declarations or the re- 
fufal to make any, and alfo againft fuch towns as may either refufe or 
delay the payment. 

1 he capitation-tax is fettled in the proportion of fix-pence for every 
thoufand pounds rated to the ftate. The towns may neverthelefs fet 
afide this tax, provided they contribute their quota toward fatisfying 
the public demand in home other mode. The town of Providence, 

foi inftance, levies her proportion of it only on movable and immova¬ 
ble eftates. 

AlIefTors, chofen by the inhabitants, afterward determine the par- 
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ticular fum to be paid by each individual who is liable to the tax ; 
which is collected by an officer chofen in the fame manner. The 
towns defray the charges of aflefTment and collection. The affefior re¬ 
ceives one and three fourths per cent on the lums adelled. the colledtor 
heretofore received five per cent: but fome towns contract with the 
latter on lower terms ; and there are inftances in which he is paid no 
more than two and a half per cent. 

The taxes of the fate of Rhode-Bland, as I have already obferved, 
amount only to fix thoufand pounds, or twenty-thoufand dollars, and 
are regularly paid. The expence of the civil lift: is but five thoufand 
dollars. For feveral fuccefiive years an annual futn of eight thoufand 
five hundred dollars has been expended on the ercdtion of a prifon 
and a houfe for the fittings of the legiflative body. The ftate owes 
about ninety-eight thoufand dollars, and has, for the difcbarge of that 
fum, no other rcfource than taxation. By the decifion of the com- 
miffioners appointed to fettle the accounts between the United States 
and the individual fates, Rhode-Ifland is creditor to the Union to the 
amount of two hundred and eighty-nine thoufand fix hundred and 
eleven dollars. 

PROVIDENCE. 

The town of Providence, though in general healthy, is not how¬ 
ever exempt from bilious fevers toward the end of fummer and in 
autumn ; but thefe complaints are ufually unattended with danger. 
Confumptions in youthful habits are as common here as at Newport; 
and many individuals fall vidtims to them before the age of thirty. 

We-—for I have again joined company with Monlieur Guillemard 
—we have paffed the chief part of the time that we fpent in Provi¬ 
dence, at the houfe of Mr. Thayer, a merchant of this town, with 
whom I had been acquai' ted at Charlefton, where he has long re- 
fided, and carried on with prodigious fuccefs a very extenfive and rich 
trade. He conduced his great commercial enterprizes with a fufficient 
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degree of prudence to avoid thofe fpeculations fo common among the 
merchants of America ; yet that caution has not faved him from ex¬ 
periencing the greatefl reveries in his fortune. He had indorfed to 
a confiderable amount the notes of a houfe at New-York, one of the 
moft opulent and refpedable in that city. But the houfe in queftion 
had fo deeply fpeculated on the high prices of flour and rice in Eu¬ 
rope, that it has Bopped payment, and the refponfibility falls on 
Mr. Thayer. He will not be ruined by this event : in all probability 
even his affairs will be fettled ; for the houfe at New-York will again 
carry on bufinefs, and he himfelf, by his own Angle exertions, would, 
at his prefent ftage of life, be capable of retrieving his fortune if it 
were totally ruined. But his credit and his delicacy fuffer feverely 
on the occafion. He neverthelefs fupports his difaffer with a calm 
fortitude, and a confidence in the return of fortune, which at once 
furnifh his friends with a ground of hope, and himfelf with the means 
of fuccefs. His name is fo implicated in this unfortunate bufinefs, 
that he has made, to thofe who hold the notes of that houfe endorfed 
by him, an offer of forty thoufand pounds fteriing on condition of 
their cancelling his name. Mr. Thayer is otherwil'e rich, being heir 
to a confiderable family eftate which is in the hands of his mother. 
He is defcended in a dired line from Roger Williams, the founder of 
Providence Plantation. Mr. Thayer’s houfe is built on the fame fpot 

where that founder, his progenitor, cut down the firft tree, and eroded 
the firft hut. 

I have learned here that the bridge which had been ereded laft 
year over the Eaff-Paffage to open a way into Rhode-lfland, and of 
which the folidity appeared doubtful, was carried away laft winter 
by the floods. It has flnce been rebuilt; and hopes are now enter¬ 
tained that this new conftrudion is on a better plan than the former. 
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ROUTE TO BOSTON.—PATUXENT. 

Again the Rage from Providence to Bofton ! The journey is only 
forty-five miles: yet, with the fingle exception of Mr. Robram, a 
native of Pruffia, but fince become more than half a Frenchman by 
a refidence of fix and twenty years at Bordeaux as a merchant, the 
company was fuch as ftrongly confirmed me in my averhon to ftage- 
coaches. 

Patuxent bridge, at the diftance of five miles from Providence, is 
the boundary of the Rate of Rhode-lfland. Here are eftablifhed 
cotton-works which feem to fucceed better than any other manu¬ 
facture hitherto eftablifhed in America— anchor-forges—founderies 

for cannon and other heavy articles in iron. The river Patuxent, alio 
called Blackftone, gives motion to all the machines ufed in thefe various 
works. It takes its rife in the ftate of Maflachufetts, and falls into 
Narraganlee-Bay near Providence. From Patuxent to its mouth it is 

navigable for vellels of the largeft fize. 

On his way to Bofton, the traveller paffes through Briftol-County, 
containing a population of thirty-four thoufand fouls in an extent of 
thirteen hundred and forty-four fquare miles. — Norfolk-County, 
whofe fuperficial extent is nine hundred and fixteen fquare miles, 
containing twenty-five thoufand inhabitants—and the towns of Taun¬ 
ton and Durham, each the capital of a county of fimilar name. Dur¬ 
ham is the place of refidence of Mr. Ames, a well-informed member 
of Congrefs, a warm federalift, a voluble and copious fpeaket, an 
honeft man moreover, but whofe talents and political merit are ex¬ 
aggerated by party-zeal perhaps beyond their juft value, and fuffici- 
ently fo to call forth a feverity of judgement on him even from im¬ 
partial perfons who, but for that exaggeration, might have been dif- 
pofed to feel a propoffeflion in his favour. He ftands at this moment 
in great celebrity for a fpeech that he delivered at tne dole of the laft 
fcffion of Congrefs, recommending to the houfe of reprefentatives to 

vote 
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vote the ncceflary fums for carrying into execution the commercial 
treaty with England: and that fpeech is, by the men of his party from 
one end of the continent to the other, extolled as a piece of eloquence 
which Demohhenes or Cicero would have found it difficult to equal. 
I\o\v the difcoui le in qucftion, which the feeble health of the fpeaker 
did not allow him to extend to fuch length as would have been ne- 
ceh'ary for the difcuffion of the principles and their application to the 
fubjedt in debate, is addrerted rather to the paffions than to the under- 
handing. At the moment when it was pronounced, that was perhaps the 
lx ft direction that it could poffibly take, cfpecially as coming from the 
mouth of Mr. Ames, an efteemed and eftimable man, who, labour¬ 
ing as he then did under indifpofifion, feemed to endanger his health 
in fupport of what his party termed the falvation of the common¬ 
wealth, and derived an additional degree of intereft from the very 
circumftance of that indifpofition. Thole people, therefore, who would 
have wiffied to find in that difeourfe greater depth and iolidity, and 

even a greater portion of reafoning, cannot deny him the merit_ 

which is no inconfiderable one—of having well underftood the tem¬ 
per of men s minds, together with the influence of exifting circum- 
ftances, and taken a dextrous advantage of both. This is, no doubt, 

a very material part of the art of oratory, though it is the moll de- 
lulive. 

That affair of the treaty is now at end. The Britifh and Ame- 
lican commiffioners have met for the purpole of carrying it into 
execution : but it is now hardly any longer the topic of converfation. 
The partifans of the treaty, however, arteCI to extol the ftrieft 
punctuality with which the Englifli have given up the ports ; as if 
that evacuation of ports, which was an article of the treaty of 1783, 
and renewed in this latter treaty as a fundamental article and inde¬ 
pendent of every other, had been confidered, even by its fupporters, 
as a doubtful event; and as if England conferred an extraordinary ho¬ 
nour on America m obferving any one of her engagements to the latter. 

It 










2J0 TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

It is not uncommon for weak people lightly to impute to the moie 
powerful certain motives of affedtion and regard: and this difpofition 
will not be mifta-ken by any one for a refinement in giatitude, but will 
certainly be deemed a refinement in vanity. 

That furrender of the polls was no doubt a matter of importance 
to the United States. The poiTeffion of them places the American 
navigation on the lakes beyond the control of (meat Bntain ; it frees 
the country from .the prefence of Englifh troops, and leaves the Ame¬ 
ricans mailers of one or two great eflablifhments ; but thoie who 
have fufficient prudence .to fee that peace is the greatefl file fling which 
America can defire, cannot confider the furrender of the polls as 
wholly unattended with danger. When one is acquainted with the 
adlive difpofition of the Englifih commandants—the ipirit ol relent- 
ment too generally harboured by their nation againft the United States 
of America—the opinion with which long and foie polfefiion has in¬ 
spired the Englifh that they had an exciufive right to the navigation 
• of the lakes—and when, on the other hand, one is acquainted with 
the enterprizing Ipirit of the Americans in commerce, particularly in 
a new branch of commerce—their jealoufy, their indilpolition toward 
the Englifh (I fpeak of that clafs of men who are to dwell on the 
borders of thefe lakes, and of the officers and loldiers who aie to 
garrifon the forts)—one cannot but apprehend that this vicinity, this 
continual clafhing of the interells of the two Hates, will furnilh new 
fubjedls of dilpute in addition to thole which arifie in every country 
from the too near approximation of the troops of different powers. To 
guard againll fuch confequences as may reafonably be anticipated, 
would require fuch prudence and conciliatory difpofitions in the com¬ 
manding officers on both fides, fuch conllant vigilance on the part of 
both governments, fo eminent a fpirit of juftice and pacification, that 
one cannot venture to hope for fo extraordinary a combination of for¬ 
tunate circumflances. But, whether hoflilities break out between 
England and America in that or in any other quarter, it is at all events 

more 
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more than probable that a war will be the refult of that treaty at fome 
future period, more or lefsdiftant, according as England fhall feel more 
or lefs confidence in her own ftrength. 

I find the minds of the people here changed in favour of France. 
Succefs has ever great influence on popular opinion, and for more 
than one reafon. But let us quit politics, a fubjedt to which 1 am 
frequently induced to return by that unvarying regard for the interefts 
of France, which purfues me as it were in fpite of me. May that 
nation be as happy and well-regulated as it is great ! may it make 
a prudent and moderate ufe of its immenfe and aftonifhing fucceffes ! 
may good laws, genuine public fpirit, and a fmcere abjuration of party- 
animofities, cement its conftitution, reftore induftry within its bounda¬ 
ries, and kindle in every bofom the love of liberty! Thefe are the moft 
defirable of its conquefts. 

HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, LAWS, AND COMMERCE, OF THE 
STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The foundation of the Rate of Mafiachufetts was the confequence 
of religious perlecution. The Prefbyterians being perfecuted in Eng¬ 
land about the year 1O08, a Mr. Robinfon, minifter of one of their 
churches, went over to Holland—to Amfterdam in the fir ft inflance, 
afterward to Leiden—to enjoy the liberty of profefling the religion of 
his fedl. Several families followed him thither; but after a refidence 
of fix years in that country, being difiatisfied with the manners of 
the inhabitants, and abandoned by their children who engaged as 
loldieis or lailors in the Dutch fervice—at the fame time receiving 
from navigators an advantageous defeription of the coafts of North- 
An.eiica thoie emigrants determined to feek in the weftern world 
an alylum weie they might reft fecure from all perlecution. After 
fruitiefs endeavours to obtain grants of land from the Virginia com¬ 
pany, v ho, bv patent from the king of England, were proprietors 
of aim oft tne tntiie coal! of North-America—and after equai.y un* 
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fuccefsful applications to king James the Firft to give his content to 
their intended fettlement—they would have been at length compelled 
to relinquifh their project:, if Mr. Werton, a rich London merchant, 
had not facilitated to them the means of carrying it into execution, by 

forming a company for the purpofe. 

It was in July 102O that the little colony embarked at Southampton 
in England. Untoward accidents reduced to a fingle veffel the arma¬ 
ment which was to have confined of two : and the emigrants, inftead 
of reaching the vicinity of Hudlon’s-River according to their oiiginal 
plan, were driven to Cape-Cod-Harbour, where they landed firft on 
one of the iflands near the cape, and afterward on the continent, at 
the place to which they gave the name of Plymouth. 

This firft expedition infpircd numerous other mal-contents in Eng¬ 
land with a with to emigrate to America. Accordingly, in 1 ( 322 , 
another colony pafled over, and fettled at the place'now called Hing- 
ham. In 1024 a third, under the conduit of Captain Wollallon, 
eftablifhed themfelves at Braintree. Among the names of thefe firft 
fettlers is found that of Thomas Adams, anceftor of the prefent Vice- 
Prefident of the United States, who ftill pofleffes the lame lands which 
were at that time granted to his family. In 1 ( 32 - 1 , a fourth fettlement 
was formed at Cape-Ann. Finally, in 1629, a numerous colony came 
to Salem, under the conduit of John Winthrop. Courage feldom 
forfakes thofe who flee from perfccution : and its aid was highly ne- 
ceftary to thefe firft fettlers, to enable them to endure the privations 
and difficulties and obftacles of every kind, which they had to en¬ 
counter. They overcame them all. 

But foon thefe new-comers, who had themfelves been the objeits of 
perfection, became pcrfecutors in turn. The Indians had given them 
a friendly reception, had aided them with their means, had voluntarily 
granted them lands. The colonifts were not content with this : the 
newly-arrived white man fancied himfelf entitled to the fuperiority 
of a mailer over the native Indian: and oppreflion loon began to be 
exercifcd by the European lettlers. 


The 



BV THE DUKE DE LA ROCIIEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 


153 


The Indians, naturally kind, are alfo naturally vindictive. Repri- 
fals were made on their part: and in Maflachufetts, as in the iflands 
of the gulf of Florida, the white people, defending in a body the 
crimes of fome individuals of their number, faw themfelves involved 
in open war with their benefaCtors, drove them to as great a diftance 
as they could, and thus commenced that feries of encroachments which 
has never fince been difcontinued, and of which it is impoflible to fore¬ 
fee the end. 

Their quarrels with the Indians were not the only difputes that 
difturbed the peace of thefe infant colonies. Driven, as they had 
been, from England by the fpirit of intolerance and religious perlecu- 
tion, they differed the fame fpirit of intolerance and religious perfec¬ 
tion to grow up among themfelves. Liberty of confidence was the 
fundamental condition of the new fettlements: but the Prefbyterians, 
finding themfelves more numerous than the other feCls, violated that 
principle ; thereby proving to the world, that, like many others before 
and fince their time, they withed to referve the liberty entirely to 
themfelves—and that, although they were enemies to all power which 
oppreffed them, they were not equally averfe to that which enabled 
them to exercife oppreflion over others. The Quakers and Anabap- 
tifts were perfected, imprifoned, banifhed, put to death. Some 
members of the community were found to profefs the tenets of the 
church of England : they alfo were perfected. A fchifm took place 
among the Prefbyterians, and gave birth to violent quarrels. 

The events which difgraced the early period of thefe colonies furnifli 
an additional proof of that incontcftable axiom in politics, that— 
although a religion be neceffary in every government, not only for the 
internal comfort of the individuals, but alto the more ftrongly to at¬ 
tach them to their duty as citizens—the word-of ail governments is 
that in which a fyftem of religion is the main fpring, and which is 
either conducted or influenced by the minlders of that religion. 

I he hidory of Maflachufetts alfo prefents multiplied indanccs of 
that barbarous ignorance, which, united with the fame fuperditious 
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notions, has in every p&rt of Europe, and particularly in England, put 
to death fo many pretended forcerers, men, women, and children. 
Hutchinfon relates, that in 1 692, the governor and judges of Salem, 
being highly exafperated againft forcerers, and finding no law againft 
them in their new code, but wifhing to have their difpofition to feverity 
fandtioned by the opinion of the priefthood, applied to the principal 
minifters of Bofton for their advice refpedling the fteps to be taken in 
thofe cafes. He adds that the minifters concluded their tedious and 
difFufe anfwer by the following fentence—“ We cannot but recom¬ 
mend to the government to adopt the moft fummary and vigorous 
modes of proceeding, and fuch as have been found the moft efficacious, 
purfuant to the diredtions found in the laws of God, and in the whole- 
fome ftatutes of the Englifh nation, for the abolition of witchcraft.” 

The new colonies, thus retarded in their growth by thole religious 

perfections which kept at a diftance or drove from among them often 

the moft active and ufeful citizens, had moreover (ome wars to fuftain 

againft the little French colonies to the north of Penobfcot. At 
© 

length, the Indians being driven to Canada, king William the Third 
incorporated by charter, under the name of the Province of the Colonies 
or Maflachufetts, all the countries extending from Acadia and Nova- 
Scotia to the fpot now occupied by New-Bedford, including the ille of 
Nantucket and all other illands within ten leagues of the coaft. By 
this patent the king referved to himfelf the nomination of the governor, 
deputy-governor, and fecretary. The general aflembly, which was au¬ 
thorized to frame laws provided they were not contrary to thofe of 
England, was compofed of the governor, the council, and the reprefenta- 
tives, whofe number could not exceed two for each town or village, and 
who were required to poffefs an annual income of twenty (hillings, or 
perfonal property to the amount of fifty pounds fterling. The general 
aflembly was empowered to ele<ft twenty counfellors,viz. ten for the pro¬ 
vince of Maflachufetts, fix for that of Plymouth, three for that of Maine, 
one for Sagadahock, and two at its own option. The governor had a 
negative over their proceedings. The general aflembly nominated the 

judges 
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judges in civil and criminal caufes ; fuch of the former as exceeded 
the fum of three hundred pounds fterling were removable by appeal 
to England. All trees mealuring above twenty-four inches in diame¬ 
ter, which were growing on the lands yet unfold, were to be relerved 
for the ufe of the royal navy, and all gold and fiver mines for the 
trcalury. Such nearly was the (yftem of government given to the 
ftate of Malfachuietts by William III. and which continued till the 
revolution. 

The new conftitution of Maffachuletts was framed in 1780, The 
government, under the name of Commonwealth or Republic of Maffa- 
chufetts, exhibits the fame general diftribution that prevails in the 
other ftates. The lenate is compofed of thirty-one members elected 
for twelve months by the freeholders. The Rate is divided, for the 
eledtion of fenators, into diftridts, each of which, in proportion to the 
quota it pays of the general contribution, eledts a greater or lefler 
number of members, but can in no cafe nominate more than fix. With 
a view to this limitation, the legiflature has a power to change the 
boundaiies of the diftridts, and to increafe their number, in proportion 
as any confiderable augmentation may have taken place in the property 
of theii inhabitants. The diftridts rauft never be fewer than thirteen. 
—Exclufive of the thirty-one ienators who fit in the houfe, there are 
nine others feledted by the fenate itfelf to conftitute the governor’s 
council i wherefore the eledtion of fenators in the diftridts mud furnilh 
foity members. A new eledtion is held every year, on the firfi: of 
Auguft. 

The qualifications requifite for a fenator are—to poffefs, within the 
ftate, an eftate of at leaft three hundred pounds’ * value, or perfonal pro¬ 
perty to the amount of not lefs than fix hundred—to have been an 
inhabitant of the fiate during five years previous to the eledion—and 
to be an adtual refident in the diftrid for which he is chofen. The 

The dollar in New-England palTes for fix fhillingsj confequently the pound is equiva¬ 
lent to three dollars and one third. 
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Seledt-Men of each town (a kind of municipal magiftrates, of whom I 
(hall elfewherc have occafion to fpeak) prefide at thefe eledlions, count 
the votes, which are given in writing, and fend them to the fecretary 
of ftate, who with the governor and five counfellors examine them, and 
convoke the fenators eledt for the day of their meeting. 

The houfe of reprefentatives confifts of one member from each town 
or townthip containing a hundred and fifty inhabitants who pay taxes— 
of two for three hundred—three for fix hundred—and thus in the pro- 
greffion of an additional member for each furplus of two hundred and 
twenty-five taxable inhabitants. The conditions required to qualify for 
a feat in the houfe of reprefentatives are—that the candidate have lived 
in the townthip for one year immediately preceding the time of eledtion, 
and that he polfcfs an eftate of a hundred pounds’ value, or property of 
another defcription to the amount of two hundred. 

The governor is annually eledted in the beginning of April, in the 
fame manner as the fenators. The votes are fent by the Seledt-Men 
to the fheriffof the county, and by him forwarded to the two branches 
of the legillature in conjundlion, who declare as governor the candidate 
who has the majority of votes. If none of the candidates has a majo¬ 
rity, the houfe of reprefentatives choofe two by ballot from the four 
who have the greateft numbers; and the fenate, in the fame mode, 
eledt one of the two voted by the reprefentatives. The qualifications 
for governor and deputy-governor are the fame, viz. a refidence of at 
leaf! feven years in the ftate, and property to the amount of four 
thoufand pounds, or thirteen thoufand three hundred and thirty-three 
dollars. 

An indifpenfable qualification for all public functions in the ftate of 
Maffachufetts is the profeffion of the Chriftian religion. 

The nine members who compofe the governor’s council are chofen 
from among the fenators by the joint votes of both houfes given by 
ballot. 

The fecretary of ftate, the treafurer, the receiver-general, the com- 
miffary-general, the public notaries, and the officers of the port, are 

annually 
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annually chofen by the two houfes in conjunction. The treafurer 
and the receiver-general cannot be continued in office above five 
years. 

The qualifications for an debtor are confined to refidence in the flate, 
and an income of ten dollars, or a real property of the value of two 
hundred. 

The governor is commander in chief of the fea and land forces: 
and the conltitution arms him with fufficient authority in cafe of 
hoftile attack or domeftic dilturbance. He nominates all the officers 
of juftice, the attorney-general of the Itate, all the ffieriffs, and 
coioners : and he can, with the advice of his council, pardon a con¬ 
demned criminal, except in cafes of impeachment or treafon. 

His refuial (accompanied by his reafbns for refufing) to fanCtion a 
law palled by the two houfes, renders it necefiary to re-confider fuch 
law, which, to do away this kind of fufpenfive negative, mull now be 
fupported by a majority of two thirds in each houle. 

The officers of militia are elefted either by the privates or by the 
officers, according to the importance of their grade. 

All the powers of the officers of jultice, of what kind foever, are 
confined in duration to feven years. 

This conltitution is preceded by a long declaration of rights, which 
difeovers neither that precifion nor that generality of principles which 
feem to be required in an ad of this nature. It fpeaks, for inltance, 
of the right polfelfed by the people of the republic to lay taxes for the 
lupport of public worffiip and fchools, to infped thofe fchools, &c. 
particulars very proper indeed to be inferted in a law, but which can¬ 
not be thrull into a declaration of rights except by clerical influence. 

By virtue of this article, every citizen of the ftate of Maffachufetts 
is lubjed to the payment of a tax for the fupport of a religion of fome 
kind. He is perfectly unreltrained in his choice : but when the num¬ 
ber of thofe in a townffiip who wiffi to pradife the fame religion is 
not fufficient for the maintenance of a minifter of their Ibd, oi° there 
is no worffiip of the fame kind in the neighbouring townffiips, the tax 
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is neverthelcfs demanded : the inhabitant, however, has the liberty ot 
choofing to which of the religions followed in his neighbourhood he 
will prefer that his payment be applied. I his tax is generally very 
moderate. It is regulated on the fame principles as all thofe payable 
to the flate. In the great towns it is commonly not demanded; 
and the income of the clergy in thofe places arifes chiefly from the 
letting of the feats in the churches. No perfon is compelled to hire a 
feat: but the fpirit of devotion which is pretty general through the 
flate, a refped for religion, and a deference to the law which makes it 
a point of the cohflitution, difpofes each perfon to hire them : and no 
fooner is a pew religned by one family, than it is engaged by another. 

The nomination of the electors who are to choofe the prefident and 
vice-prefident of the United States is made in MalTachufetts by the 
fame electors who nominate the reprefentatives to fit in congrefs ; and. 
each diflrid furnifhes one. The two, who are to be named in ad¬ 
dition, to complete the number of fixteen, which conflitutes the re- 
prefentation of the flate in Congrefs (viz. fourteen reprefentatives and 
two fenators), are nominated by the legiflature. 

The Seled-Men of each townfhip prefide at thefe elections, as at all 
others. Thefe are men chofen by each townfhip, to condud its 
public bufinefs. They have the management of the property of the 
townfhip when it pofTeffes any : they are overfeers of the poor, of the 
fchools, of the roads : they fummon meetings of the inhabitants when 
they think them neceffary. * They receive no falary except for the 
days when they are employed abroad in tranfading the affairs of the 
townfhip; and then the remuneration is a dollar and half per day. 
They are eleded only for one year, but are often continued during 
life. The choice for Seled-Men generally falls on perfons of the bell 
reputation, and bell qualified for the management of bufinefs; and the 
office confers on its poffelfor a confiderable fhare of refpedability and 
influence. This kind of patriarchal magiflracy, which is common to 
all New-England, was eflablifhed by the firfl colonifls who arrived from 
Old England, and has been fince continued in uninterrupted fucceffion. 

EXPORTS, 
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EXPORTS, IMPORTS, AND NAVIGATION, OF THE PORT OF 

BOSTON. 

In fpeaking laft year of the tonnage of the port of Bofton, I omitted, 
for want offufficient information, to Rate the amount of the exports! 
In the year l/Qi, they amounted to one million one hundred and 
fifty-nine thouland and four dollars—in 1792, to one million three 
hundred and fifty-five thoufand and thirty-eight—in 1793, to one mil¬ 
lion eight hundred and thirty-four thoufand five hundred and forty— 
in 1794 , to two millions five hundred and thirty-four thoufand two 
hundled and three in 1795 , to four millions two hundred and fifty- 
five thoufand fix hundred and eighty-eight—and, for the firft quarter 
of the prefent year 1796, to one million two hundred and twenty-fix 
thoufand fix hundred and twenty-five. The increafe in the value of the 
exports is lefs attributable at Bofton than elfewhere to the rife in the 
price of produce : for, if we except fait fifh, which Bofton exports in 
abundance, and of which the price has confiderably increafed within 
the laft three years, no rife has taken place on the produce of the 
country, fuch as beef, fait pork, pot-afh, timber ; and the commodities 
from the Weft-Indies, which the trade of Bofton re-exports in lar^e 
quantities, have rifen very little within the la ft three or four years. ° 

With refpeft to the flour which the Bofton veftels export, very little 
of it is furniihed by Bofton itfelf; it is derived from the fouthern ftates • 
and whatever quantity of it is brought to Bofton for re-exportation is 
never taken except to complete the aflbrtment of a cargo, and confe- 
quently is not very confiderable. 

The duties on imports paid at the pore of Bofton were, in 1703 fi x 
hundred and ninety-fix thoufand nine hundred and forty dollars—in 
1704 , one million five thoufand four hundred and feven—in 1705 one 
mdlion four hundred and eighty thoufand fix hundred and five—and in 
the firfl: two quarters of ,796, feven hundred and eighty-feven 
thouland fix hundred and forty-eight. The facility with which thefe 
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general ftatements are procured from the cuftom-houfe books induced 
me to copy them here, although I am aware that no conclufion can be 
drawn from them refpeding the importations of the different articles, 
fince each is fubjed to its own particular duty, fome paying five per 
cent, others ten, fifteen, &c.—and that the draw-backs are not de- 
du£ted from thefc fums total of the receipts. 

I have learned alfo, that, in 1749 , the number of veffels that made 
their entry in the port was four hundred and eighty-nine: in 1773, it 
was five hundred and feventeen : in 1793, the number of thofe from 
foreign parts alone amounted to four hundred and four, of which 
forty were three-mafted veffels—in 1794, to four hundred and fixty- 
four, of which feventy-eight were three-mafted—and in 1795, to eight 
hundred and twenty-five, of which ninety-fix were three-mafted. 
Six hundred and feven veffels, of which feventy-five were three-mafted, 
failed from this port during the fame year 1 / 95 , on the foieign tiade 
alone. 

The produce of a part of Conneaicut, of New-Hampfhire, of Ver¬ 
mont, fupplies the trade of Bofton, together with the exchange of the 
European articles neceffary to thofe countries. Thefe advantages are 
in a greater or a lefler degree participated by the othei fea-ports of the 
ftate of Maffachufetts. No other part of the Union can produce a 
let of men fo adivc, fo induftrious, fo enterprizing in navigation, as 
the people of this ftate. During my ftay at Bofton, two veffels, a 
fhip and a large brig, failed for Nootka-Sound and China, and two 
others are preparing to fail on a fimilar voyage. 

BANKS. 

There are at prefent in this ftate three banks at Bofton, one at Salem, 
and one at Newbury-Port. Thefe banks, eftablifhed on the fame prin¬ 
ciples as every other in America, are all, except that of Salem, incor¬ 
porated by ads of the legiflature. They difcount notes endorfed with two 
good names, at one half per cent per month. The facility fhown in 
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this particular by the directors of thofc hanks has great influence on the 
commercial tranfadlions carried on in the ftate. 

The bank of Maflachufetts has exifted at Bofton fince the year 1 784 . 
Its charter prefcribes no limited term for its duration. Eight hundred 
{hares, at five hundred dollars each, conftitute for it a capital of four 
hundred thoufand dollars, which has greatly increafed fince its-firft 
eftablifliment. The dividends on thofe {hares are from eight to nine 
per cent, and the price of its {lock is only one fifth more than the 
original value. 

The bank of the United States has a branch at Bofton, eftabliflied 
in 17Q2. The public is unacquainted with its capital, which is regu¬ 
lated at difcretion by the bank eftabliflied in Philadelphia : but it is 
thought to be five hundred thoufand dollars. As it is a dependency 
of the bank of the United States, it might receive aftiftance from that 
quarter in cafe of need. It yields the fame dividends as the bank of 
Maflachufetts ; and the price of its fliares, which, as in all the other 
branches, was originally four hundred dollars, is now five hundred. 

The bank known by the name of the Union Bank is the third of 
thofe eftabliflied in Bofton. It was erefled in 1793 , and its charter 
is for ten years. A hundred thoufand fliares, at eight dollars each, 
form for it a capital of eight hundred thoufand dollars. It alfo yields 
a dividend of eight or nine per cent, and the price of its fliares has rifen 
to nine dollars and half. This bank is bound to accommodate the ftate 
with a loan of a hundred thoufand dollars at five per cent, whenever 
called upon for that purpofe: but its loans are never to exceed that 
fum. 

The bank of Salem, which bears the appellation of the Efiex Bank, 
not being incorporated, the amount of its capital is a fecret; but it is 
known to be in a flourifliing ftate. 

The banks of Nantucket and of Merrimack, or of Newbury-Port, 
incorporated in 1795, are eftabliflied for the private convenience of 
the trade of thofe places. The capital of the former is forty thoufand 
dollars—that of the latter, feventy-five thoufand. They do not yet 
Vol. II. Y yield 
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yield any dividend. The price of their flock has not varied : the 
fhares are a hundred dollars each. 

An examination of this fketch of the flate of the banks in MafTa- 
chufetts difcovers a capita] of above two millions of dollars among 
them all : and, as the interefl on difcounts is fix per cent, and the 
dividends only eight or nine, the refulc mufl be a circulation, of cafh 
or credit to the amount of at lead three millions of dollars, which ex¬ 
tends to the neighbouring flatres in a proportion depending on their 
trade, and which it is difficult to alcertain, but which is eflimated at 
between fix and feven hundred thoufand dollars. 

Several other banks are about to be eflablifhcd in this ftate, where 
the avidity and entcrprizing fpirit of commercial men, and the general 
eagernefs to embark in trade, make people overlook the danger of 
being driven by the exceffive number of fuch inflitutions to an ex- 
tenfion of commerce difproportioned to the capitals employed. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

One of the mofl remarkable laws of the flate of Maffachufetts is 
that which ordains the eflablifhment of fchools for gratuitous in- 
ltrudion. It was enabled in June 1789* I flightly mentioned it in 
my journal of lafl year : but it deferves to be more particularly noticed 
in detail. Its principal articles are as follow— 

1 . Each town or townfhip containing fifty families or houfes is 
bound to provide a fchool-mafler of good charader to inflrud the child¬ 
ren in the Englifh language, reading, writing, arithmetic, orthography, 
and the principles of good moral condud. This fchool is to be open 
fix months in the year. 

The towns or townfhips of a hundred families are to have fchools of 
the fame kind, which are to be open during the whole year. 

Thofe of a hundred and fifty families are to have two fchools, one- 
for twelve months and one for fix. 

Thofe of two hundred families or more are bound, in addition to 

thefe 
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thefe fchools, to fupport one, under the name of a grammar-fchool, in 
Which the Greek, Latin, and Englifh languages are to be taught grarrf- 
matically. Children who cannot read are not to be lent to the gram¬ 
mar-fchool.—The houfes being often widely fcattered over the coun¬ 
try, the inhabitants of the towns, in public aflembly, have the power of 
determining the bounds of the fchool-diftri<5ls. 

2 °. An injunction is laid on the inftruCtors of youth, from thofe in 
the uriiverfity at Cambridge down to thofe in the lowed; fchools, to 
imprefs the minds of their pupils with “ the principles of piety, jufticc, 
fincerity, love of their country, frugality, induftry, attachment to the 
federal conftitution and that of the date,” See. The minifters of re¬ 
ligion and the SelcCt-Men are bound to do every thing in their power 
to induce the children to attend the fchools. 

3 °. No applicant for the office of teacher in the grammar-fchools 
can be admitted to enter his name on the lift of candidates, uni els 
provided with a certificate ligned by two clergymen attefting that 
he is capable of teaching the Greek and Latin, and that he is a man 
of good morals. This latter part of the certificate may be given by the 
SeleCt-Men. 

The matters of the firft-mentioned fchools cannot be chofen without 
producing a certificate from the Scled-Men, or from the committee 
appointed for the mfpeaion of the fchools, or from a clergyman. 

Whoever fliould keep a fchool without complying with thefie con¬ 
ditions, would be condemned to pay a fine of twenty pounds, or fixty- 
fix dollars and two-thirds—one half for the benefit of the fchool, the 
other to be given to the poor. 

4 °. The fchools are to be fupported by a rate levied on the inhabitants 
of the diftrias where they are eftablifhed. Thefe rates are impofed by 

the annual town-meetings on the taxable property within their ter¬ 
ritory. 

5 °. Such towns as fhould negleft to fupport fchools in conformity 
to the conditions preferred by the firft articles of this law, would be 
fubjeaed to ffie following fines, viz. thofe of fifty families would be 
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condemned to pay thirty-three dollars—thofe of a hundred families, 
fixty-fix dollars—thofe of a hundred and fifty families, a hundred dol¬ 
lars. Thefe fines are ordered by the fupreme court of the ltate, or 
by the general court, on complaint laid before tnem. They are to be 
paid into the ftate-treafury, to be applied to the relief of thofe fchools 
in the fame county which may Hand in need of luch aid. The grand 
juries are to enforce the payment. 

Tiiis law is tolerably well executed, and the mafters are in general 
qualified to give the inftrudlion expected of them. In fome town- 
fhips, however, fymptoms of negligence are dilcoverable; inltead of 
matters, indifferent miftreffes are employed ; in fome places, mafters 
wholly unqualified ; in others, none at all: but thefe inftances are rare. 
The fault lies with the Sele6t-Men, who do not exert themfelves to 
enforce the law, to which moreover every inhabitant has a right to 
appeal. The falaries of the mafters in the lower fchools are from 
twelve to eighteen dollars per month : in the grammar-fchools, the 
teachers receive from twenty-five to thirty-five. 

It is painful to obferve that in none of thefe fchools is the hiftory 
of the late revolution taught ; that the youth are not informed either 
of it caufes, or of the important events which have been its confe- 
quences ; that they are not made acquainted with the names of thofe 
who, by their counfels, their fervices, their blood, have, in the midft 
of fo many dangers and efpecially fo many obftacles, eredted or flip- 
ported that independence which the country now enjoys. This, 
neverthelefs, would be the moft effectual mode of perpetuating in the 
breafls of the rifing generation the love of liberty, which, among a 
free people and particularly a people recently become free, is the grand 
bafis of public, and one of the principal bafes of private, morality. 
But the love of liberty is feebly felt in the towns: and it is the in¬ 
habitants of the towns, or thofe whofe chief concerns are centred in 
the towns, who compofe the legiflatures, hold all the public offices, 
and have a general influence over the government. The love of gain 
is the paffion which predominates over every other j it prevents the 
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mind from indulging in more liberal conceptions: and if any man 
were to fuggefi: to them the idea of a courfe of inftru6lion fo beneficial 
to the caufe of liberty, their calculations would no doubt impel them 
to reje6t it: for that kind of inftrudtion would, by the remembrance 
which it would preferve of pall events, ftill tend to fofter in the minds 
of the Americans an unfavourable difpofition toward England ; and it 
is from England chiefly that thofe gentlemen expedl the means of 
making their fortunes. 

The fame fpirit of apathy for liberty and of propenfity to England 
procraftinates the erection of the intended monuments in the dif¬ 
ferent places where the arms of America gained important advan¬ 
tages over thofe of Britain. Neverthelefs the bulk of the nation, 
all thole who are not inhabitants of the towns, are proud, and even 
jealous, of their liberty. I fhall in another place have occafion to 
fpeak with greater particularity of this ftate of things, and of its con- 
fequences. 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 

There are no {laves in the commonwealth of Maflachufetts ; and 
this is the only flate in the Union that is entirely exempt from the 
difgrace of flavery. It is not uninterefling to give the particulars of 
the manner in which it was abolilhed. 

No antecedent law of New-England had pofitively aflerted the 
exigence of flavery, which neverthelefs prevailed under the fatnSlion 
of cuflom and public opinion. ' Several laws indeed feemed to pre- 
fuppofe it, inafmuch as they authorized the reclaiming of negroes 
who quitted their mailers, enjoined the neceflity of reftoring them, 
and prohibited the intermarriage of blacks with free people. Still 
howevei no law had exprefsly enadled the ellabhlhment of flavery : 
and feveral caules between mailers and negroes on fubjedls relating to 
flavery had been decided in favour of the latter. 

The new conllitution of Maflachufetts, like thofe of all the other 
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Hates, declared an equality of rights for all men. In 1.781, fome 
.'negroes, prompted by private fugged ion, maintained that they were 
not (laves : they found advocates, among whom was Mr. Sedgwick, 
now a member of the fenate of the United States ; and the caule was 
carried before the iupreme court. Their counfel pleaded, 1°. That 
.no antecedent law had eftablilhed (lavery, and that the laws which 
deemed to fuppofe it were the offspring of error in the legiflators, who 
had no authority to ena6t thenv:—2°. That fuch laws, even if they 
•had cxided, were annulled by the new conditution. 

They gained the caufe under both afpeCfs : and the folution of this 
firfl queffion that was brought forward fet the negroes entirely at liberty, 
and at the fame .time precluded their pretended owners from all 
claim to indemnification, fince they were proved to have pofleffed and 
held them in (lavery without any right. As there were only few (laves 
in Maffachufetts, the decifion palled without oppofition, and banifhed 
all further idea of (lavery. 

Under fimilar laws and in (imilar circumdances, different decilions 
were given in Connecticut, Rhode-Ifland, and even New-Hamp(hire. 
But the prosperity and tranquillity of Maffachufetts, which has ex¬ 
perienced no disagreeable confcquences from that general liberty, will, 
to the eyes of every rational and benevolent obferver, afford fufficient 
ground for condemnation of the other (fates of Ncw-England who 
have not imitated fo glorious an example. 

It is to be oblerved, that, in 1/78, the general cenfus of Maffa- 
chufetts included eighteen thoufand (laves, whereas the fubfequent 
cenfus of 1790 exhibits only (ix thoufand blacks. It appears from the 
mod minute information that I have been able to acquire, that a 
great proportion of the emancipated negroes went to the towns, where, 
making an indifereet ufe of their newly-acquired liberty, many of 
them addiCfed themfelves to the intemperate ufe of fpirituous liquors, 
and died in confequence ; others engaged as failors, even, on board 
foreign (hips. The generality of. thofe who have not difappeared are 
fervants: fome are tradefmen, or even farmers ; and a pretty large 
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number, if we confider the bad education of that clafs of men and 
the habits of flavery, live in the enjoyment of a comfortable inde¬ 
pendence. The individuals of their colour have not fallen under the 
lafh of judice in any greater proportion than the whites. 

From thefe well-authenticated fadls refults a convincing proof that 
the negroes, as well as the white men, are capable of living honed 
and free ; but that thofe nations which are fo unfortunate as to poflefs 
great numbers of llaves, ought, by fome previous education,, to prepare 
them for, and furnifh them with the means of making an advantageous 
ufe of, their liberty. 

Slaves from other dates, taking (belter in Maflachtifetts, may be re¬ 
claimed. But the general (enfe of the people is fo decidedly adverfe to 
flavery, that it would be very rare if thofe fugitive (laves did not find: 
means to efcape from their owners’ purfuit. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

That part of the debt of the (late of Maflfachufetts for which the: 
Union did not undertake to be refponfible amounted to two millions 
fix hundred and ninety-eight thoufand two hundred and eighty dollars.. 
In 1 70 A the legiflature ordered a loan in which every kind of paper 
iflued by the (late was receivable. They confolidated the debts due 
for the pay of the troops during the war and for the purchafe of pro- 
vifions, by notes bearing an interelf of five per- cent-: they increafed the 
taxes to pay the interelf of this confolidated debt, and provided that the 
fums due for lfate lands already fold, as well as the moneys arifing from 
future lales, (hould be appropriated to the payment of the capital. 

T he prelent debt of the (late is two millions three hundred and 
fifty thoufand dollars, which, at five per cent, pay a yearly filtered of 
a hundred and leventeen thouland five hundred dollars.. The annual 
cxpences of government amount to one hundred and twenty thouland 
dollars. To meet thefe demands, the government has an filtered of 
thirty thouland dollars accruing from moneys depofited in the bank of 
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the United States, and fifty-fcventy thoufand five hundred and eighteen 
dollars paid by the treafurer of the Union as intereft on the debt of the 
United States. To thefe fums it adds a hundred and forty-nine thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-two dollars arifing from taxes. 

The produce of the Tales of land belonging to the (late is lodged in 
the hands of commiffioners, to be applied to the extinaion of the ftate- 
debt, of which three hundred thoufand dollars have already been re¬ 
deemed in that manner.—The town and county taxes rife much more 
rapidly than thofe impofed by the ftate. 

PUBLIC REVENUES. 

The ftate-taxes bear upon every kind of property, even upon un¬ 
cultivated lands. A new valuation of property is to take place every 
ten \ears. With this view, the affeffors of the different townfhips 
annually fend to the fecretary of Rate a fchedule of all territorial pro¬ 
perty, with all the details necefTary to fhew of what nature it is, and 
in what Rate of cultivation : 2dly, a ftatemeut of all the kinds of pro¬ 
perty, houfes, fums embarked in commerce, fums depofited in the 
banks, even ready money, and furniture of every kind : 3 dly, a lift of 
all the inhabitants above the age of fixteen years. 

This information refpefting the different fpecies of property has for 
its objedt the procurement of as exadl a knowledge as poftible of the 
•wealth and income of the entire ftate, and a clue to ferve as a gutde 
in apportioning the taxes among the different counties and townfhips. 
Proprietors refufing to deliver in a written lift of their taxable property 
are fubjedf to an arbitrary valuation by the affeifors. The laft general 
valuation, made in 1792, exhibited a mafs of taxable property to the 
amount of nine hundred and thirty-feven thoufand fix hundred and 
ninety-eight pounds, Maffachufetts currency, or three millions one 
hundred and twenty-five thoufand fix hundred and fixty dollars. In 
this valuation all fpecies of property are rated at fix per cent on their 
fuppofed real value, except uncultivated lands, which are only rated at 
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two ; and by it the taxes of the different town (hips are apportioned in 
the ratio of fo much for every thoufand pounds, and the individual 
quotas are regulated in the fame proportion. 

In this apportionment is included the poll-tax, which is only a half¬ 
penny for each perfon liable to the tax. The number of thefe was, in 
17 Q 2 , found to be a hundred and fix thoufand one hundred and lixty- 
leven. The ftate-treafurer lends to the different towns a fchedule of 
the fums to be levied in each for the ufe of the ftate ; and the taxes, 
thus apportioned, are to be affelfed on the individual inhabitants by 
affeffors chofen in each town, or, in default of them, by the SeleCt- 
Men. If the duty were not performed by either, the court of juftices 
of the peace would appoint affeffors who would affefs on the town 
guilty of fuch negleCt an additional rate, from one hundred dollars 
to three hundred and thirty-three and two thirds. The affeffors 
cholen by the towns receive four lhillings per day, thofe nominated 
by the juftices, ten. The affeffors charge the town-colleClors with the 
levying of thele taxes j and the latter are bound, within a given term, 
to pay the amount into the hands of the town-treafurer. If the taxes be 
not paid within the fpace of five months, the ftate-treafurer fends an 
order to the Iheriff to enforce payment by felling a fufficient quan¬ 
tity of the property belonging to the town in arrear. Means are 
provided by the law to infure the cohesion, and to punilh negleCt, of 
whatever kind or degree, either in the officers, or in the perfons failing 
to make payment. The general court of juftices of the peace can 
give redrefs in cafes of over-charge. The collectors are nominated by 
the towns: in default of collectors, the taxes are levied by the eonftables, 
or, in defatilt of eonftables, by the Iheriff. The towns agree with the 
collectors refpeCting the rate of commiffion allowed to them for the 
levying of the taxes: it is five per cent when the tax is levied by the 
Iheriff or his deputies, exclufive of the incidental charges occafioned 
by their abfence from home. 

The balance drawn by the commiffioners appointed to fettle the ac¬ 
counts between the United States and the individual ftates makes the 
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{late of Maffachufetts creditor to the Union in the fum of two mil- 
lions, two hundred and forty-eight thoufand eight hundred and one 
dollars. ;r 

The ftate of Maffachufetts is divided into feventeen counties, and 
about three hundred and eighty towns or townfhips, fubjedt to fepa- 
rate taxation. The taxes, however, notwithftanding all the regula¬ 
tions of which I have fpoken, are not very punctually paid in Maffa- 
chufetts. Of a tax of one hundred and fifty thoufand dollars impofed 
in June 1704, and! which ought to have been paid into the treafury on 
the firft of April 1795 , about fourteen thoufand were paid within 
the term prefcribed—four thoufand more within the enfuing three 
months-^-feventeen thoufand within the next three months;—in three 
months more* : nineteen thoufand—-and twenty-two thoufand within 
the three following rOonths, that is to fay, twelve months after the 
time prefcribed : finally, the remainder, with the exception of three 
or four thoufand dollars, was paid within the next quarter after the 
lapfe of the firfl year. 


POLICE AND LAWS. 

A law of the ftate ordains that no inoculations (hall take place ex¬ 
cept in the hofpitals eftablifhed for that purpofe. It prefcribes wife 
precautions in cafe the natural fmall-pox fhould break out in any 
diftridf with a certain degree of violence : and although it be, in my 
opinion, better to encourage inoculation by allowing perfedt freedom 
in that refpedf, no blame can attach to thefe precautions, which, how¬ 
ever flridf, are very far from operating as the prohibitory fyflem of 
Virginia. 

The laws againft debtors are at once mild and energetic : they fe- 
cure, as far as poffible, the rights of the creditor. ;. j 

The influence of the clergy procured in ; ,l 704 the enadlment of a 
law prohibiting on fundays every kind of amufement, walking for 
pleafure, travelling, fifhing, under t v he penalty of a confiderable fine. 

The 
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The preamble to this law is a complete piece of puritanical rant; 
and its various cla.ufeg are in perfeft unifon with the preamble. Men 
of fenfe, whenTpoken to refpefting it, acknowledge its ablurdity, but 
affert that this new aft,, in fupetfeding the former laws on the lubjeft, 
has removed a great number of regulations hill more abfurd and fevere, 
and that it is a neceff&ry progreflion to another that will foon be enadt- 
ed, by which,the prohibitions on fundays will be.confined to the open¬ 
ing of Ihops and public houfes* 

The legiflature meanwhile bellows its attention on various im¬ 
provements, roads, canals, ufeful ellablilhments. The majority of 
the members of that body are not very enlightened in the fcience of 
adminiftration—a deficiency which is common to them with all the 
legiflatures of the Union, and which ought not to appear furprizing in 
a country yet lb new : but they are commendable for the goodnefs of 
their intentions, their moral integrity, and their benevolence. 

The legifiative body of MalTachufetts has not, like, the afifemblies of 
feveral of the other Hates, been accufed of Corruption in money-mat¬ 
ters: fome of its members, however, ha'ye not !eleaped fufpicion : and 
indeed the manner in which certain laws are carried may well af¬ 
ford room for fuch furmifes. All the afts mull be read three times 
in each houfe before they pafs : but the cafe is different with refolu- 
tions, which require only a fingle reading; previous to their acquiring 
the force of laws. No article of the conffitubion, no.pofterior aft, has 
drawn the line of dillinftion between what lhall be. prefented as a 
law and what may be introduced under the form of a refolution. 
Cuffom indeed has effablilhed the. praftice..of bringing forward un¬ 
der the lhape of laws whatever concerns taxation, public inftitutions, 
&c. and making . matters of inferior! importance, fuch as private de-> 
mands and claims, the fubjefts of resolutions. 

But, as there exifts no fixed rule in that refpeft, it often happens 
that pbjefts of general intereft, and ifnaterially . important to the Hate, 
are introduced in the lha,pe of rcfolutions : jfuch, for inftancej was 
the fale to Robert Mprris of, the right of p’re r empeion of a quantity of 
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land in Maflachufetts at the rate of five pence per acre, and that of 
an enormous tradt in the didridl of Maine to Mr. Bingham and fe- 
veral others, alfo at a very low price. A member of either houfe can 
find no difficulty in prefenting fuch a refolution at the moment when 
he finds himfelf unredrained by the prefence of thofe from whom he 
may apprehend oppofition, and thus carrying it. It was under fuch 
circumfiances as thefe that fufpicions arofe againd certain members 
who at the time were poflefled of influence j but no proof has been 
difcovered to confirm them. 

It is adonilhing that every thing, whether nearly or remotely, con- 
nedled with finance is not invariably fubje&ed to three readings. It is 
true, the governor’s fandtion is required for refolutions, as well as for 
laws that have undergone a longer difcuffion : but a prudent governor 
would not venture to pafs his negative on a refolution of both houfes, 
unlefs he had convincing evidence of its being drongly prejudicial to 
the inteFed of the rtate. 

In either houfe of the legiflature there are few influential members $ 
or it may even be faid that there are none, and that the influence of 
thofe who poflefs a greater (hare of it than the others is fo temporary 
that not one of them is fure of carrying a motion when he makes it. 
There are here, as elfewhere, preparatory committees and petty in¬ 
trigues which are fometimes fuccefsful, but oftener otherwife. 

The lawyers in Maflachufetts have greater influence than any other 
body of men on the public opinion ; and next to them the priefts : but 
none of them poflefs more than a moderate (hare of it: nor is there to 
be found here, as in feveral other dates, any perfon who, by his own 
perfonal influence or that of his friends, is able to govern the public 
opinion, the deliberations, the elections. The intered, even of thofe 
who (land higheft in that relpedt, does not extend beyond their own 
didridh 

The anti-federal party, of which fo much is faid, and which is 
branded with the mod odious epithets tha* can be devifed, does not 
exid in Maflachufotts'j in the true fettle of the appellation, more than 
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in any other part of the United States. This truth being once ac¬ 
knowledged as it ought to be, the anti-federalifts rauft, in the eyes of 
every impartial obferver, be reduced to a Ample oppofition-party, 
which, however, will be equally far from pleafing thofe who cannot 
brook oppolition of any kind. 

The oppofition-party here are labouring to prevent the government 
from acquiring additional ftrength, becaufe they think the executive 
branch is already too ftrong, and efpecially that it aims at the ex- 
tenfion of its prerogatives. They difcourage the affedtion for England, 
and entertain more favourable difpofitions toward France: and, like 
every other party in the world, they a<ft as a party; that is to fay, 
they fometimes exceed the bounds of reafon and juft ice. I think, 
then, that the other party do notaffedl to talk fo loudly of the oppofition 
with any other view than that of acquiring for themfelves a greater 
number of partifans and fupporters ; for they cannot ferioufly confider 
the efforts of their opponents as an obftacle to them in any meafure of 
real utility. On both fides are feen men of great virtue, men warmly 
attached to their country, and animated by a fincere love of good 
order. 

ROADS. 

The roads in the ftate of Maffachufetts are kept in repair at the ex¬ 
pence of the townlhips through which they pafs. 

From this regulation, which at firft fight appears fo equitable, it 
refults that in the lefs opulent tovvnfhips the roads are in bad repair, 
and thus the expence incurred by thofe which are more wealthy does 
not completely anfwer the intended purpofe of facilitating the conve¬ 
nience of communication. This disadvantage is fometimes removed 
by grants from the legiflature to particular townfliips for that objedt ; 
fometimes alfo by fubfcriptions raifed in the neighbouring townfliips 
with the fame view. But thefe extraordinary aids are rare ; and the 
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invariable confequence is that in the poorer townfhips the roads are in 
worfe condition. 

i 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE POOR. 

The poor are alfo relieved by taxes on the townlhips, which, like 
thole for the roads, are laid on by the county-feffions, whenever the 
rates propofed by the Seledf-Men do not meet the approbation of the 
townlhip—an event which feldom happens. But a pauper is not 
maintained at the public expence except when he has no relative in a 
dired line afcending or defcending, who is capable of lupporting him. 
If he had any, and they refufed to afford him a maintenance, they 
would be compelled to it by the feflions. Cafes alfo occur, when, a 
relative in line dired not being in fufficiently eafy circumRances, the 
Seledt-Men enter into an agreement with him that he (hall pay at leafl 
a part of the annual fum necelfary for the fupport of his indigent kinf- 
man. Agreements of this nature are made on an amicable footing, 
and on equitable terms: no perfon refufes to accede to them : and if 
a refufal were given, the felfion would award the payment of a fum 
probably more confiderable than that demanded by the Seled-Men; 
in addition to which, the family would alfo have to pay the coRs of 
fuit. The Seled-Men are bound to take care that poor travellers 
receive due afliRance in cafe of fieknefs. The Rate re-imburfes : to 
them the expences incurred on fuch occafions. 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

.,’Vr, nhiiwV, ! 'H i".-' 4 jh <* J f •< < .ry, .. . , i. T 

Seventy-nine regiments of infantry, eleven of cavalry, and eight of 
artillery, compole the militia of the Rate of Malfachufetts, and together 
form an aggregate of fifty-five thoufand men. Beyond the age of forty 
years a citizen is not fubjed to militia-duty; but, until fixty, he is 
liable to be called upon in urgent cafes. Citizens of the latter defcrip- 

tion 
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tion conftitute what is called the referved corps, which furnilhes an 
additional force of above twenty-five thouland men. 

GENERAL SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE. 

Although the greater number of the rich inhabitants of Bofton are 
merchants, that clafs is not here, as at Philadelphia, the predominat¬ 
ing clafs } nor do they, as at Charlefton, hold the fecond rank in 
fociety. They are preciiely what they ought to be—they Hand on a 
footing of equality with their neighbours, and enjoy no fuperiority 
over any other body of men. 

Independent of the ordinary trade of the merchants of all countries, 
they indulge very much in fpeculation ; and fpeculation is the favourite 
paflion of the inhabitants of New-England, who generally feel a more 
adtive defire than the people of the South to acquire large and rapid 
fortunes j whether that difpofition be, or not, the confequence of their 
more enterprizing character. 

But their fpeculations are not always fuccefsful: and at this moment 
confiderable fums are about to be loft at Bofton by the fale of the 
Yazzow lands in Georgia, which the late legifiature of that ftate have 
thought it their duty to annul. From the following circumftances 
fome idea may be formed of the extravagance with which the New- 
England fpeculators, and particularly thofe of Bofton, engaged in 
that bufinefs. The original price of thofe lands, as I have before re¬ 
marked, was about one cent, or a hundredth part of a dollar, per 
acre ; and they have been lold at Bofton fo high as twelve, and 1 be¬ 
lieve even higher. Two or three agents of two of the four compa¬ 
nies who had obtained thofe lands from the ftate came to Bofton with 
their title-deeds empowering them to fell. They opened a kind of 
office, to which purchafers flocked in fuch crowds, that thofe gentle¬ 
men, taking advantage of this inconceivable infatuation, raifed the 
price each day, often twice in the day, for the purpofe of more 
ftrongly exciting the general eagernefs and taking away all time for 
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refie6tion. There were files and fub-fales without number : lome of 
them were fecured by a ifipulation of refpoufibility on the part of the 
fellers, who engaged to give poffeffion of the lands: but fe'v of the 
numerous bargains were attended with this claufe ; almoft all being 
concluded on the bare fecurity of the titles, without any power of 
coming upon the venders. In many inftances the purchafes were 
made partly with ready money, and in all cafes with notes payable at 
different periods. Thefe notes were dextroufly put into circulation 
by the venders j and the purchafers now find themfelves difippointed 
of the lands, while a great part of their notes are gone out of the 
poffefTion of thofe to whom they had given them. Every clafs of 
men, even watch-makers, hair-drelfers, and mechanics of all deferip- 
tions, eagerly ran after this deception ; in which Bofton has funk above 
two millions of dollars. Some of the buyers declare that they will not 
releafe their notes, and have even announced their intention in the 
public papers : but this is nothing more than a menace refulting from 
anger and indignation. The notes have, in great part, palfed into 
other hands: they have been received by perfons wholly unconnedfted 
with that Ipeculation, and who cannot be excluded from payment 
without a raoft glaring a <ft of injullice which muft materially impair 
the credit of thofe who originally gave the notes. The courts af juftice 
moreover would decide againft them: and thus, after confiderable 
trouble, they mull at laft make good the payments and be content to 
remain deftitute of lands. 

Many of the purchafers, whole notes were not gone out of the hands 
of the venders, have compromifed matters with them by difeounting 
the notes at half their value, but in ready money, and retaining their 
claim to the lands fo far as the fellers can make it good : but this 
amounts to a nullity : for the original agreement will never be con¬ 
firmed ; it being a fraudulent tranfa&ion, and comprizing millions of 
acres that did not belong to the Hate of Georgia which fold them. 

Thus many fpeculators in Bofton and other parts of New-England 
have been either utterly ruined or at leaft materially injured in their 

fortunes 
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fortunes by that {peculation. If one could without regret behold the 
min of fo many honefl men who fell vi6tims to their own credulity, 
one might enjoy this diiappointment ot a fet of {peculators who were 
iufficiently greedy to purchafe, without examination, without refle6lion, 
and with the foie view of exorbitant gains in Europe, tracts of land at 
the diflance ot nine Hundred miles from their home, while their own 
country pretented them with more honourable and efpecially more 
fimple means of acquiring a fortune, or increafing that which they 
alieadv potleifed. But it is intolerably mortifying to fee that the four 
land-companies ot Georgia, who bear the entire guilt of the iniquitous 
bargain, are enriched by their villany; and that their perfidious 
dextentv in this tiain of corruption and deceit has thus thrown into 
tueii hands fevcral millions of dollars, for which they neither have 
given noi are capable ot giving any equivalent to thofe of whole folly 
they have taken advantage. . ..... . 


EXPORTS. 

In my journal of laft year I noticed the value, for the laft five years, 
of the exports from the different ports of Maffacliufetts which I had 
vilited. lo tnofe details I now add the total amount of the exports 
fiom the entire ftate during the fame period, including even that of 
the prefent year. In i;qi, it was two millions five hundred and 
nineteen thouiand fix hundred and forty dollars-—in 1792 , two millions 
eight hundred and eighty-eight thoufand one hundred and ! three—in 
1793, three millions feven hundred and fifty.feven thoufand three 
hundred and fifty-five—in j 794 , five millions two hundred and ninety- 
two thouiand two hundred and forty-four—in 1795 , feven millions two 
Un . 1 e ant ^ eighteen thoufand nine hundred and eight—in I7 qO, nine 
minions nine hundred and forty-nine thoufand three hundred and forty- 
a VC ._ In , 78 - ? t h e value of the exports from the different ports of the 
•ftate amounted to no more than one million five hundred and eighty- 
eight thouiand feven hundred and ninety-three dollars, 
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an accident. 

Previous to my departure from Bofton where contrary winds de¬ 
tained me a week longer than I had propoied to flay, I efcaped, in com¬ 
mon with twelve hundred other perfons, from a danger to which it 
might have been expected that a great number of us would in all pro¬ 
bability have fallen vidlims. 

A Frenchman well {killed in horfemanlhip, who had a few weeks 
before arrived in the town, eredled a circus for his exhibitions. The 
«gility, the perfection, the gracefulnels, with which he achieved on 
horfeback feveral feats that no man of his profefiion had ever before 
attempted, together with the richnefs and tafteful elegance of drefs dis¬ 
played by himfelf and his company, attraded to each performance a 
great number of fpedators, although there was another exhibition of 
the fame nature in the town. Upward of twelve hundred perfons 
were there afifembled on Monday the fifth of September, when the 
roo f—loaded with above a hundred boys, who, notwithftanding fuch 
prohibition and watchfulnefs as could be expeCted from the imperfect 
police of the town, had clambered up to enjoy the fight through the 
chinks left between the boards—fell in luddenly at once in every pait. 
As the boards which formed that pyramidal roof were fattened to the 
fmall roofs that covered the boxes by which the circus was furrounded, 
fome of thofe lefifer roofs were involved in its fall : but they fell fuccef- 
fively, and in filch manner as rather to clofe the boxes on the infide 
than to crulh them. Net one of the number experienced the latter 
fate : not a fingle fpedtator was hurt; and, thanks to the extraordinary 
calmnefs difplayed by each individual during this alarming incident, 
there was not even any thronging on the flair-cales by which the 
chief part of the fpettators retired : fome let themfelves down into the 
area by Hiding along the fallen roofs ; others defeended from a window'. 
A fingle one of the boys who were on the roof ftruck his head fo vio¬ 
lently againfi: a plank in his fall that his life was for a long time in 
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danger. At leaf forty others, who fell from the fame height with him, 
were not even hurt. It is impoffible to conceive how fo great an ac¬ 
cident fhould have been attended with no greater mifchief: it is one 
of thofe Angular events which might not again occur with all the 
lame circumftances during the courfe of many centuries, and in which 
a man is not forry to have been a party concerned, when he has fo 
fortunately efcaped from the danger. 

SECOND VISIT TO THOMASTOWN.—FURTHER OBSERVA¬ 
TIONS ON THE DISTRICT OF MAINE. 

I went by fea from Bofton to Thomaftown, for the fecond time, 
on the twelfth of September. 

The family of General Knox is one of thofe in America to which I 
am the mod: warmly attached. I therefore experienced a lincere 
pleafure on feeing myfelf once more among them; and the pleafure 
feemed to be mutual. The general's fettlement alTumes confiderable 
liability. A part of his ufeful proje&s begin to be realized ; and the 
popularity which he derives from his pleating manner toward all thofe 
who have any bufinefs to tranfadt with him, as well as his gentle and 
frank mode of proceeding with the unlicenfed fettlers on his lands, 
confirm all his profpeds of fuccefs. He is bufily employed in Clearing 
foretls, making lime and bricks, eredling mills, building veffels, im¬ 
proving his lands, and forming an excellent nurfery for cattle on 
Brigadier Bland. 

His friends blame him for expending large fums of money: and 
perhaps it may be alferted with truth that his works coft him more 
than, with greater regularity and watchfulnefs, they ought to coll him. 
But he cannot himlelf bellow that watchful attention with the necef- 
.fary affiduity ; he undertakes too many things at once, to be able each 
day to infpcdt them all with fufficient care. Trufty agents, who are 
rare in every country, are more rarely to be found in America than 
elfewhere, and fill more fo in a country fo thinly inhabited as the di- 
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ftria of Maine. But this flight want of order and economy in the ge¬ 
neral’s undertakings, though it will no doubt diminifh his profit, will 
however not prevent it from being ftill very confiderable. 

Among the dired profits of his enterprizes he may reckon one of a 
more important nature that he will derive from the increafed value of 
lands, which will be the confequc-nce of that afitivity and thofe im¬ 
provements. 

His example excites and encourages induflry in many of his neigh¬ 
bours, and the induflry of his neighbours further enhances the value 
of his lands. Thus his calculations are juft : and while he obferves in 
his undertakings all the economy and regularity which furrounding cir- 
, cumftances will admit, he cannot incur the cenfure of any except 
greedy mifers, or men who have not fufficient difcernment to anticipate 
all the probable confequcnces of his enterprizes. 

Timber has rifen in price lince laft year, but fire-wood in a higher 
proportion than any other : the cord of the latter was fold laft year for 
a dollar at the water-fide ; it is now at a dollar and half j and there 
is not found a fufficiency for the fupply of Bofton, where the price is 
at prefent five dollars, and will be from feven to nine within two 
months. 

Lime has fallen in price in eonfequence of the number of kilns that 
have been ere&ed. The barrel of fifty gallons was laft year fold for 
ten fhillings and nine pence; at prefent the price is from eight to 
nine fhillings. 

Hay has rifen one tenth, but merely on account of the drought of 
the feafon. ” 

The price of cattle, however, has rifen one feventh : a circumftance 
which indicates fome little increafe of wealth in the country. 

The number of veflfels now on the flocks is alfo more confiderable. 
In Saint-Georgc’s River alone, eleven have been built fince laft year. 
The price of the workmanfhip has likewife rifen from three to five 
dollars per 1 ton: the carpenter, who was paid ten dollars per month 
laft year, now receives, eleven. 


But 
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But thefe fvmptoms of increafing wealth, together with the aug¬ 
mentation in the price of lands, are obfervable only on the fea-coaft 
or the borders of navigable rivers, and in the thick-fettled parts of the 
country. 

The number of new inhabitants is by no means confiderable : and 
every thing that I fee and hear at prefent Bill further confirms me in 
the opinion I laft year entertained that immigration to this country 
cannot take place to any great extent unlefs it be excited by powerful 
inducements, by great effablifhments, by large and judicious expendi¬ 
tures on the part of the great land-holders who are interefted in en¬ 
couraging thofe new fettlements. 

The attractions of the country, the nature of the foil, would not 
alone be Sufficient to invite new fettlers: and the diftriCl of Maine will 
yet long continue in many parts a defert, unlefs, by a fucceffion of means 
duly adapted to all the circumftances, its population be accelerated and 
multiplied beyond the extent of its natural means and of the annual 
inereafe it derives from immigrations. 

Thofe gentlemen who fpeculate upon ’Change do not enter into all 
thefe calculations. They prefer the certain profpeCt of two or three 
per cent per month to the probability of doubling or decupling their 
fortune by expences which would for a while divert a part of their cafh 
from thofe fpeculations : and they expeCt from the unaided operation 
of time an inereafe in the value of their lands, which, however, will 
not by that flow procefs ever take place in thofe northern countries. 

Such is- faid to be the plan intended to be purfued by Mr. Bingham, 
who, after having fold to Mr. Baring for fixty thoufand pounds fieri ino¬ 
on e half of the twelve hundred thoufand acres of land which he pof- 
feifes at the head of Penobfcot-Rivcr, continues to hold the entire traCt 
in conjunction with him as partner upon equal terms. He befides 
owns three millions more of acres in other parts of the diflricf of 
Maine. So much the worfe for him. He is not or at lead; he cannot 
long be certain of quietly keeping in his hands fuch extenfive trads of 
land : and Mr. Bingham’s' popularity will not fereen him from the in¬ 
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conveniences which, in a country like this, may attend the pofieffion of 
io large a portion of the foil kept idle and unproductive in the hope of 
an exorbitant gain. 

If great and judicious diftnirfements were laft year neceffary, as I 
think they were, to create a demand tor, and contequently to enhance' 
the value of, thofe immenfe trads of land engroffed by a few rich pro¬ 
prietors, the neceffity has this year derived additional urgency from the 
treaty with Spain, which, by throwing open the navigation of the 
Miffifippi, excites a predilection in favour of the weftern lands, and fo 
far diminifhes that which might have been entertained for thofe of the 
diftriCt of Maine. The lands themfelves, as well as their great 
produce of timber, will yet farther link in value, if Spain cedes to 
France the poffeffion of Louifiana, which, in the hands of an active and 
induftrious nation, will furnilh the means of vending a much larger 
quantity of timber, befides holding out to new fettlers the allurement of 
a milder climate in addition to that of excellent lands which will no 
doubt long continue at a much lower price than thofe of the diftriCt 
of Maine. 

Spain can herfelf create the fame advantages as France could in 
Louifiana, if Ihe choofes to retain it in her own poffeftion. It is there¬ 
fore matter of urgent neceffity that the owners of eftates in this part of 
the Union ffiould take meafures for the fale of their lands, and confent 
to make dilhurfements which, however heavy in the hill affiance, 
will be repaid to therm with ample intereft, provided they be loon and 
judicioufly made. Otherwife the fpeculating proprietors will experience 
fevere Ioffes. 

In the diftrid of Maine the queftion is at prefent agitated, whether, 
taking advantage of the right which it derives from its population, it 
ffiall leparate from the commonwealth of Maffachufetts, and erect 
itfelf into an independent ffate. Meetings have been called on the 
iubject, and various petitions have been drawn up: and, to determine 
the queftion of reparation, nothing more is required than to alccrtain 
the wilh of the majority of the inhabitants of the ltate, who will be 
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confulted next year. Their opinion was already taken on the fubjed 
four years iince, and they declared againft the meafure. It is thought 
that on the prelent occaiion the deciiion will be different; becaufe the 
increale of population in the interior parts of the country has aug¬ 
mented the number of thofe who, not being conneded with Bofton by 
any ties of dir eft intereft, anticipate none but beneficial confequences 
fiom having the leat of their government nearer tc their own homes. 
But the plan of feparation will experience a powerful oppofition from 
the influence of the proprietors of thofe immenfe trails of land. 

Taxed as the diftrid of Maine now is by the ffate of Maflachufetts, 
it nas but a very moderate burden of taxation to bear, becaufe it is con- 
hdered as an infant province, as not yet having called forth into ac¬ 
tivity its /lender refources, and as containing extenfne trads of unpro- 
dudive land which the ffate of Maflachufetts herfeli' has recently fold 
to the great fpeculators above mentioned. Thofe vaft poffeffions are 
therefore very lightly taxed at prefent. But the cafe will be different if 
the diltrid of Maine be ereded into a feparate ftate: for, in the firfl 
place, the public expences will be increafed ; and, on the other hand, 
the jealoufy entertained by the laborious and indigen: clafs of proprie- 
tois againft the pofleffors of immenfe trads—who, enjoying opulence 
in other ftates, fuffer their lands in this quarter to lie unimproved, in 
expedation of the time when they may be enabled to fell them at a 
higher rate to thofe fame petty proprietors—will caife a conflderable 
augmentation in the taxes on that fpecies of property. It is known 
that thofe lands have been purchafed from the ffate of Maflachufetts 
at a very low price: and the new ffate of Maine will And her ad¬ 
vantage in augmenting the tax upon them, inafmuchas it will compel 
the great proprietors to divide and fell thofe lands without delav, and 

confequently will increafe the number of inhabitants and the quantity 
of produce. J 

Above one half of the diftrid of Maine is owned by fuch proprie¬ 
tors ; the principal of whom are-General Knox for the Waldo-patent, 
the Plymouth company, the company of the twenty town/hips. Ge¬ 
neral 
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neral Lincoln, Mr. Charles Vaughan, and particulaily Mi. Bingham 
who poffeffes there from three to four millions of acies. 

j Thefc fimple fads fufficiently Ihew what great obftaclcs will be op- 
pofed to the formation of the new Bate : but thofe obflacles will pro- 
Lably be removed, fince it is a meafure which jultice and the inteiell 
; of the people demand. 


RETURN TO BOSTON. 

After twelve days fpent at General Knox’s habitation, I quitted the 
'diltricT of Maine, and returned by fea to Bolton. I had gone by land 
in the preceding year ; and nothing now remained to gratify my curio¬ 
sity in the courfe of fo long and difficult a journey. The vellels that 
Tail from the diltriiSt of Maine arc fo heavily laden with cumbrous 
articles that no Ipace is left open on the deck beyond what is necelfary 
•for the management of the helm j confequently there is no poffibility of 
walking ; and a palfenger mult either confine himfelf to the cabin or 
fit on the cargo. That of the fchooner in which I failed was fifty cords 
of fire-wood. Fortunately the weather was fine—the cabin new and 
j, ca t—the malter, whofe name is Kelleran, a very civil good-natured 
man— an d my paflage of only thirty-fix hours’ duration. 

On the day preceding my arrival at Bolton, the prefident’s procla¬ 
mation was received there, in which he announces his firm determina¬ 
tion of retiring from public life. It is in the month of March next 
that the four years of his fecond prefidency will expire ; and in De¬ 
cember of the prefect year the elections will be held for the choice of 
a perfon to be placed at the head of the federal government. It was 
therefore time that he ffiould announce his refolution, which I cannot 
otherwife confider than as a ferious misfortune for the United States: 
for the office of prefident is not fo well provided with the means of ex¬ 
ecution as not to require lome acceffion. of firength from the popularity 
of the man who holds it, and from the confidence repofed in him by his 
fellow-citizens. Now, in all the United States, no individual polfefies 
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fo many claims to the general confidence as George Wafhington, nor 
does any individual enjoy it in fo high a degree. 

That proclamation of the prefident, befides what relates to his refig- 
nation, contains alio political counfels to the citizens of the United 
States.—No man entertains a higher refpect than I do for the prefi- 
dent’s merit and virtues ; none is more firmly convinced that the foie 
obje6t of his conduct has invariably been the good of his country; but 
when a man is a native of France, he mult have that opinion eltablilhed 
on very firong grounds indeed, if he do not, in one part of the procla¬ 
mation, difcover a marked antipathy to France, and a predilection for 
England, which bear a much ftronger refemblance to party-fpirit than 
to the fpirit of juftice, or even, I will venture to fay, to found policy. 
I do not mean that any blame can attach to him for the advice which he 
gives to his countrymen not to become dependent on any other nation : 
but it appears that this counfel, delivered fimply and in general terms, 
would preferve all its force, its propriety, its juftice ; whereas, offered as 
it is in fuch ample extent, and with the cbara&ers which accompany 
ks development, one cannot be furprized that the prefident’s enemies 
find in it a fubjebt for cenfure : and among thofe who efteem and refpefi: 
his virtues without feeling the influence of party-fpirit, there are few, I 
believe, who would not have wifhed that this over-long article had 
been treated in a different manner. Even the other parts of the pro¬ 
clamation, which are not liable to the reproach of impropriety or partv- 
fpirit, are juftly taxable with ditfufenefs and unneceffary length. All 
the principles indeed are true, and the counfels good : but they would 
have been equally fo, and would have appeared more fb, if they had 
been delivered with ccncifenefs and fimplicity. I have further heard it 
ebferved that the advices contained in that proclamation are unfeafon- 
ably given. It is (fay thofe who cenfure it) in vacating the chair after 
the expiration of his term, that his adieux would have come at then- 
proper time : but they are premature when the man who thus takes his 
leave of the public has yet fix months to exercife his funblions. 

That proclamation, as may reafonably be expebted, meets with ad- 
\ ol- II. 13 b mircrs 
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mirers who extol the very parts which moft deferve cenfure, as well 
as cenfurers who condemn in it what is entitled to nought but praife. 

This refignation of the prefident, which was doubted through all 
America a fortnight ago, feems however to produce no fenfation at 
Bofton ; it engroffes no greater fhare of the general attention than any 
other article of intelligence ; and after the firft day it ceafed to be a 
topic of converfation. The defeats and the merits of the proclamation are 
equally buried in lilence. Does this indifference with which fo important 
an event is viewed at Bofton arife from the circumflance of the peo¬ 
ple’s minds being wholly engrafted by interefted purfuits, fo as to leave 
no room for any other objeCt ? or is it the offspring of conflitutional 
apathy ? Thefe are queftions which I fhall be better able to determine 
when 1 have feen a greater number of people and vifited different 
places. In the mean time I am not the lefs furprized at what I here 
obferve. 

During my fhort abfence from Bofton, a fever, in which the phy- 
ficians who were confulted difcovered the charaCteriftics of the yellow 
fever, broke out in a clofe narrow part of the town enjoying little cir¬ 
culation of air, and inhabited by poor families. Almoft every one who 
was attacked by it died within three days; and thofe who approached 
the fick caught the infection. A hint of the danger of this contagion, 
prudently fuggefted to the SeleCi-Men, though without pronouncing 
the name of “ yellow fever,” was productive of the falutary meafure of 
caufing the families who either were themfelves actually infeCted or. had 
had communication with thofe who were, to be removed from the town, 
their beds to be burned, and their houfes purified and buffered to ftand 
empty, without alarming any one with a name which carries terror 
with it through every part of America. In conlequence of thefe pre¬ 
cautions the difeafc dilappeared. Few of the fick perfons who were 
removed fell victims to it; no individual of their families caught the in¬ 
fection ; and Bofton, which loft by this fever eight or ten of its inhabi¬ 
tants, now enjoys perfeCt falubrity. 

The fortification's of Caftle-Ifland have fince laft year been put into 

fomewhat 
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fomewhat better condition. The parapets are raifed, and within their 
inclofure are placed a fcore of cannons, forty-two-pounders, taken 
irom the Englifh during the laft war. Thefe cannons are mounted on 
coafl-carriages, in a kind of imitation of our French coafl-batteries fo 
fkilfully contrived by Monfieur de Gribeauval ; but the imitation is very 
impel fe£l. tne carnages aie heavy and dumbly made j the platforms 
aie deficient in folidity, and tne parapets fo little elevated that all the 
men ferving the pieces would remain expofed to the fire of the enemy’s 
(hips that might attempt to enter. It is at the expence of the com¬ 
monwealth of Maflachufetts that Caflle-Ifland has been put into this 
petty {late of defence, which is perhaps fomewhat worfe than nothing, 
lince it is incapable of anlwcring any good purpofe, and at the fame 
time infpires a vain confidence. The legiflature have pofidvely refufed 
to cede this ifland to the general government, which, as I have ob- 
ferved in the journal of my firft tour, had allotted funds to put it into a 
Hate of complete defence. 


PORTSMOUTH. 

In going to Portfmouth I went over the fame ground that I had 
travelled laid year in coming from it. 

1 ne fever which carried off during this fummer about forty per- 
fons at Newbury-Port, has now fubfided. 

Epidemic difeafes generally ceafe in every part of America at the 
commencement of the cold weather. The malady at Newbury-Port 
had, according to the affertion of the phyficians, the charadleriftics of 
the yellow fever : but, fince the ravages caufed by that diflemper at Phi- 
a Iclphia three years ago, the appellation is too lightly bellowed on all 
epidemic bilious fevers, which, it mull be owned, poffefs on this con- 
tment a confiderable degree of malignity, and in the treatment of 
which the phyficians do not feem to difplay much {kill. 

Although thefe fevers have hitherto broken out only in the fea-ports, 
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many medical men do not now, as in the beginning, think them im¬ 
ported from the Weft-Indies, but conceive them, like almoft all other 
epidemic difeafes, to have originated in the country. That which 
prevailed at Newbury had its principal focus in a quarter contiguous to 
the port; but it alfo fpread to feveral other parts of the town. It was not 
very deftrudlive, fince in three months it carried off only about forty 
perfons from a population of five thoufand inhabitants. The phyfi- 
cians aflert, that, notwithftanding the ravages of that ditorder, fewer 
perfons have fallen vi&ims this year at Newbury-Port than ufually die 
at the fame feafon, which is always fickly in a greater or leifer degree. 
If this affertion be well founded, the fadt mull be conlidered as extra¬ 
ordinary. 

CONSTITUTION, LAWS, AND COMMERCE, OF NEW- 

HAMPSHIRE. 

Durino- fix days which I fpent at Portfmouth, I procured fome infor¬ 
mation refpedting the ftate of New-Hampfhire, which the fhortnefs 
of my ftay there laft year had not allowed me to acquire. 

The new conftitution of this ftate, framed in 1782 , underwent a re- 
vifion in 1 /Q 2 . In its principal features it refembles thofe of all the 
other ftates. Here follows a Ihort abftraa of it. 

All the public fun&ionaries, except thofe of the judicial department, 
are eledted only for one year. 

The eledtors for all offices are the fame 5 and the only conditions re¬ 
quired to qualify an eledtor are the payment of a tax, the age of 
twenty-one years, and the profeffion of the proteftant religion. This 
laft intolerant condition, which is faid to have experienced great oppo- 
fition as well in the original formation of the conftitution in 1782 as in 
its revifion in 17 Q 2 , is required for all the offices in the ftate. 

The fenators are eledted by diftridts; and for this purpofe an imagi¬ 
nary divifion has been made of the ftate into twelve diftridts nearly 

equal 
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equal in point of taxation. The fenators are twelve in number, and 
choofe from their own body a prefident, who performs the fundions of 
lieutenant-governor whenever occafion fo requires. 

The legiflature can alter the boundaries of the diftrids according to 

O 

the changes which may take place in their relative wealth. 

The qualifications for eligibility as a fenator are, that the candidate 
have attained the age of thirty years, have refided in the hate during 
feven years,, and during one year in the diftrid where he is chofen, 
and that he poffefs a landed property to the amount of eight hundred 
dollars. 

The reprefentatives mud be at lead one and twenty years old, have 
refided in the date during two years, be at the time of their eledion in¬ 
habitants of the townfhip by which they are chofen, and poffefs an efrate 
of four hundred dollars, of which two hundred mud be in landed pro¬ 
perty in their own l ight. 

Each town or parilh containing a hundred and fifty inhabitants who- 
pay taxes fends one reprefentative, and an additional one for every three 
hundred and fifty moie. Such panfhes as do not come up to the 
former number are joined together or united with others that are more 
populous, according to local circumftances. 

The fame conditions which qualify for a feat in the fenate are fuf- 
ficient qualifications for the office of governor ; with only this differ¬ 
ence, that, in the latter cafe, the poffeffion of an eftate of two thoufand 
dollars is required. The governor is eleded by townfhips, and mud: 
have an abfolute majority of votes : in cafe none of the candidates 
fhould have fuch majority, the two houfes of the legiflature eled by 
ballot one of the two who have had the greateft number of luffrages. ’ 
The date is divided into five counties, each of which cleds in the 
fame manner a member of the executive council. 

The power and the fundions of the two houfes are the fame as in 
the other lfates. 

The governor has a right to refufe his fignature to bills which have 
palled through both houfes: but he is bound to do it within five days 

after 
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alter they have been prefented to him; and, aftei his lefufal, a majonty 
of- two thirds in each houfe<can compel him to affix his fignatuie. lie 
nominates the judges, the fhenffs, the general ofuceis, the militia flail; 
he Is commander in chief of the troops, and can grant pardons; but all 
this muff be done by the advice of his council. In cafes of nomination, 
the governor and they have the power of a mutual negative over eacn 

, other._The judges are appointed during good behaviour; but none of 

their number can remain in office after tiic age of fc\ enty \ears. 

The legiflature of Ncw-Hampfhire fits twice a year. 

In their laft feflion the legiflature have regulated the mode of choof- 
■jng the fix eledtors who are to vote for a prefident and vice-prefulent of 
the United States. Thofe eledtors are to be appointed, in like manner 
as the governor of the ftate, by the eledtors of each townfhip. The 
votes are to be tranfmitted by the Seled-Men to the fecretary of date : 
they are next to be examined by both houfes of the legiflature, who will 
.then declare the fix ele&ors. The perfons thus chofen are to meet on 
the firft Wednefday in December. 

The laws of New-Hampfhire allow the utmoft latitude of teflamen- 
■tary devife: but in cafes of inteftacy one third of the property is affigned 
to the furviving hufband or wife, and the remainder divided in equal 
portions among the children. 

The criminal code, which is only a mitigation of the Englifh code, 
{till inflidts the punifhment of death in numerous cafes. Whipping and 
the pillory are the fecond gradation of punifhment, and are appointed 
for a very confiderable number of offences. In many cafes the corporal 
punifhment may be avoided on payment of a fine. Stealers of horfes 
or other cattle, after having flood expofed in the pillory, are marked in 
the face with feveral black lines which time alone can obliterate. 
Thieves of every other kind are condemned to the fame punifhment 
in cafe of a repetition of their crime. 

The law refpedting Sunday, lefs tindtured with puerile fuperflition 
than that of Maffachuletts, confines its prohibitions to bodily labour 
and amufements. 


The 
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The finances of the ftate are in good order. At the conclufion of 
the war its general debt amounted to about five hundred thoufand 
dollars, of which three hundred thoufand have been affumed by the 
Union, which allows for them, as clfewhere, an intereft of fix per 
cent until they be reimburfed. The other two hundred thoufand, that 
remained as a debt on the ftate, have been paid off by Tales of land and 
other ipecial means; New-Hampfhire has at prefent in hand a fund of 
two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars, part in fecurities of the United 
States, part in the bank. 

The commiftioners appointed to fettle the accounts between the 
United States and the individual ftates have declared New-Hampfhire 

creditor in the Turn of feveuty-five thoufand and fixty-five dollars._ 

The expences of the government are ordinarily about twenty-eight 
thouiand fix hundred dollars: they are fometimes higher according to 
circumftances. In that fum are net included the purchafes of arms 

and ammunition required to furnifh the magazines to the extent pre- 
feribed by the law. ~ 1 

Slavery is not abohfhed here by an exprefs law, as in Maffachufetts. 
The fir ft article of the New-Hampfhire declaration of rights pro¬ 
nounces that all men are born equal and independent: but private in- 
tereft has fuggefted an interpretation of that article which reftrids its 
benefits to thole born after the promulgation of the conftitution. There 
are however no Tales of Haves : the public authority is not exerted for 
the feizure of thofe who run away; and the few Haves who are in the 
ftate are in all refpeefts treated on the fame footingwith other fervants. 
Their children are educated at the fame fchools. The real evil 
t aerefore, the degradation of flavery, does not exift in New-Hampfhire* 
and the name of Have is hardly known in the ftate. No better plan 
could be adopted by a people who flopped fhort of total emancipation. 

or ome \ears back the ftate has impoied no taxes. The leo-if- 
lature neverthelefs make it a rule to exercife oceafionally the ri.ht°of 
taxation, for the purpofe of keeping the inhabitants accuftomed to fuch 
contributions, and alio of increafing the public refources. The laft 

fum 
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fum demanded was twenty-four thoufand dollars. Lands, movable 
property, cattle, even money in the funds, are fubjeft to the tax : and 
the fcale of proportion between the different articles taxed by the 
ftate ferves as a bafis for all the county and town rates, which, 
though more confiderable than thofe impofed by the ftate, are yet very 
light. 

In the general affeffment of the taxes, each county, and each town- 
fhip in each county, has its particular quota afligned to it by the law, 
which may however vary in confequence of any important changes 
taking place in the wealth of thofe townfhips or counties. 

The mode of affeffmg and levying the taxes is nearly the fame inNew- 
Hampfhire as in Maffachufetts. The valuation of all taxable property 
is to be made every fifth year at fartheft. The poll-tax, to which all 
men from the age of eighteen years to that of feventy are fubjeCt, is 
eight {hillings, per head. The total annual amount of taxable pro¬ 
perty, according to the laft valuation made in 1794, is forty-two 
thoufand and ninety pounds, or a hundred and forty thoufand three 
hundred dollars. The poll-tax payable by twenty-eight thoufand eight 
hundred and thirteen inhabitants makes a part of that fum. The 
Seled-Men are the affeffors of the taxes in the different townfhips; 
and it is to them that the ftate-treafurer fends the fchedule of the 
apportionment of the taxes. They are in confequence authorized to 
demand of each inhabitant a yearly written declaration of his pro¬ 
perty. In cafe of deception in thofe declarations, the SeleCl-Men aft 
fefs the tranfgreffor to four times the amount of the fum at which he 
was rated. The inhabitants have the power of appointing the col¬ 
lectors ; but the appointment is generally left to the Select-Men, who 
agree with the inhabitants for the expence of colledion, which is from 
four to five per cent. The taxes are to be levied and remitted to the 
treafurer during the courfe of the year ; and they are in general 
punctually paid. The law provides means for calling to account the 
ScleCt-Men, colleftors, treafurers, &c. who are guilty of negleCt or 
■difhonefty. ‘ ft 
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The Slate debt, of which I have not been able to learn the precile 
amount, is far from considerable, and probably will within a very Short 
period be wholly extinguished. 

The roads, and the finger-pofts which the law requires to be erefted 
on them, are kept in repair by the townfhips, that is to fay, by the per¬ 
sonal labour of each inhabitant, or a pecuniary commutation in its 
Head. The rate for the maintenance of the poor is alfo a town rate. 
Several houfes are eSlabliShed for their reception in different parts of 

the ftate, and are in general as ill kept as fuch establishments are 
every-where elfe. 

ls the only port of entry in the commonwealth of New- 
Hampshire. Exeter and Dover, fituate in the inner part of the fame 
bay, and to which feme veffels of inferior tonnage go up, carry on 
no commerce except through the medium of Portfmouth, and have 
no curtom-houfe. The exportations from Portfmouth amounted, in 
1 / 90 , to one hundred and thirty-four thoufand three hundred and 
mne dollars-m 1791, to one hundred and fifty-one thoufand four 
nmdred and twenty-five—in 1792, to one hundred and eighty-one 
loutand three hundred and fixty-eight—in 1793, to one hundred and 

Z (' , °r n ei S h, y-tl'ree_i„ 1794, to one hundred and 

TT ‘T fand tW ° hU1 ’ dred a " d fcvent “n-in 1795, to two 
hundred and forty-lix thoufand three hundred and (ixty-four— and in 

le 11 ft fix months of the prefent year 1796, to two hundred and fiity- 
two thoufand three hundred and fifty-one. ^ 

The confidence incrcafe in the prefent year was occaf.oned by the 
extraordmary crcumftance of feveral (hips coming from the Weft 
Ind.es, which, though configned to other ports, were obliged to dff 
charge then cargoes here. The produce of the cuftom-houfe dufe 
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hundred and -4 • • 11 1 ? 9 2 ’ to forty-five thoufand four 

dred and fift ne y " nme "“ in 1 703 , to fifty-one thoufand feven hun- 
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three_and, in i 7 Q 5 , to fifty-nine thoufand fix hundred and fifty-eight. 

The principal articles of thofe importations are the productions of the 
Weft-India iflands—wine, foap, oil, and hemp, from Europe—and 
manufactured goods. It is with the French iflands that New-Hamp¬ 
fhire carries on the chief part of her Weft-India trade, and with Hol¬ 
land and Germany of her European. It is moft commonly through 
the medium of Bolton that the receives her lupplies of Bntilh goods. 
The veflels belonging to Portfmouth that vifit England, feldom touch 

there except on their return from Germany. 

The produdions of New-Hampfhire are Indian corn, wheat, barley, 
rye, black cattle, goats, fheep, hogs, horfes, mules, poultry, flax, 
hemp, pot-afh, pearl-alh, timber of every kind and in great quan¬ 
tities. Thefe furnilh matter for her exportations : but the local 
fituation of the country, which removes from the vicinity of the fea a 
great number of its inhabitants, and places them nearer to the Con- 
nedicut and the North-River, caufes a great portion of the produce to 
pafs through Albany, New-York, and the towns of Connedicut.— 
New-Hampfhire re-exports moreover a great quantity of commodities 
imported from the Weft-Indies. 

The total amount of the tonnage employed by this ftate in foreign 
trade was, in 1 / 03 , eleven thoufand feven hundred and nine tons—in 
17 Q 4 , twelve thoufand and eleven—in 1705 , twelve thoufand nine 
hundred and feventyin the prefent year 179O, it is thirteen thou¬ 
fand five hundred and forty. In addition to this, the tonnage employed 
in the coafting trade and fifheries was, in 1793 , one thoufand two 
hundred and fifty-five tons—in 1704 , one thoufand four hundred and 
twenty-eight—in 1705 , one thoufand four hundred and forty-fix: 
and it now amounts, in 17Qh, to one thoufand four hundred and 

fifty. , 

The population of New-Hampfhire confifts of about a hunche 

and ninety thoufand fouls. Although almoft all the townfhips, which 

are generally of fix fquare miles,, have been granted by the ftate, feme 

are yet wholly deftitute of inhabitants, and many others contain very 
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few. It is only from its own population that this Hate can expeft 
any confiderable increafe ; for there is no immigration to it from 
other parts. The laws ot New-England had long prohibited the ad- 
million of any emigrants from Europe, except Englifhmen, who are 
not eafily induced to quit their native country. Since thofe pro¬ 
hibitory laws have ceafed to be enforced, foreign immigrants are not 
more numerous in New-Hampfhire than at former periods; becaufe, 
in the firft place, Connefticut, Rhode-Ifland, and Maflachufetts, have 
at prefent nearly their due quantum of population ; and, in the fe- 
cond place, becaufe the tide of foreign immigration, having long 
iince taken its courfe toward the ftates of New-York, Pennfylvania, 
&c. will, for a long time to come ; flow in the fame channels, at- 
traded by motives of confanguinity, and the various relations exiting 
between the new immigrants and the old. Such immigrations from 
thofe three populous Hates of New-England, as do not take a weftern 
dire&ion, incline toward Vermont in preference to New-Hampfhire, 
becaufe in Vermont the lands are cheaper. The Hate of Vermont, 
moreover, at the time of its formation, paffed a law, unjuft in itfelf, 
but favourable to a fpeedy increafe of population in the country. A 
great part of its lands had been granted in the mafs to the inhabitants 
of New-Hampfhire by the governors of that Hate, of which Vermont 
then conftituted a part. When ereded into a feparate common¬ 
wealth, the legiflature of Vermont declared that every perfon taking 
poffeflion of the uninhabited lands, by whomfoever owned, fhould en¬ 
joy them unmoleflcd during the fpace of feven years. Allured by 
this invitation, outcafts, debtors, needy adventurers, flocked thither 
from all quarters. The inhabitants of New-Hampfhire, who were 
the proprietors of thofe lands, fearing to fee themfelves entirely de¬ 
prived of them, concluded bargains with the new-comers on what¬ 
ever terms the latter were pleafed to allow. In confequence of thefe 
tranfadions, the population of Vermont received fo rapid an increafe, 
that, although ten years fince it hardly contained forty thoufand in¬ 
habitants, it now reckons above a hundred thoufand j and land fall 
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continues there at a lower price than in New-Hampfhire, where from 
one to five dollars are paid per acre in the interior part of the country, 
according to the number of inhabitants already fettled in the townfhip 
where the purchafe is made. 

Free fchools are fupported at the public charge in New-Hampfliire, 
as in Malfachufetts ; with this difference, however, that in none of 
them do children receive the firh lefTons in reading. The pupils are 
jnhruded in writing and arithmetic—in Latin, as far as Virgil and 
Cicero—in Greek, fo far only as to tranflate the Teftarnent—and in 
the principles of the Englifh language. An academy at Exeter pur¬ 
sues the courfe of education a little farther, and gives fome tin&ure of 
the fciences. The univerfity of New-Hampfhire is at Dartmouth on 
Conne&icut-River. The parents of the children are bound to have 
them taught to read. The want of gratuitous inhruction in that firh 
flage is certainly a bar to the general difTemination of knowledge 
through the hate. 

The more I fee of America, the more firmly am I convinced that 
the underhandings of the people are every-where good. The inhabi¬ 
tants are induhrious : each family has its domehic manufactories where 
the neceffary articles of clothing are fabricated and died: yet few fa¬ 
milies refrain from purchafing at the retailer’s hore fome European 
huffs or ribands, that they may not, at the meeting on funday, appear 
lefs fine than their neighbours. 

The militia of New-Hampfhire is divided into twenty-eight regi¬ 
ments, and amounts to twenty-eight thoufand men, of whom two 
thoufand are cavalry, and fix hundred artillerihs. 

Notwithhanding the claufe in the conhitution which requires the 
profehion of the protehant religion as a qualification for every public 
office, unbounded religious freedom prevails in the hate, and almoh 
every fed of Chrihians have here public places of worfhip. 

The moh ancient fettlements in New-Hampfhire were formed 
foon after thofe of Malfachufetts. Portfmouth and Dover are the 
places where the firh ehablifhments were made. But dihurbances 

having 
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having arifen in this province, and introduced a ftate of anarchy which 
became intolerable to the majority of the inhabitants, they put them- 
felves under the protection of the colony of Maflachufetts which was 
in a much more flourifhmg condition, and where a more regular 
fyftem of laws was followed. They incorporated themfelves with 
Maflachufetts in 1042 : but the province of New-Hampfhire be¬ 
coming more populous, and fome difcontents having broken out on 
occafion of the fuperiority which Maflachufetts affumed over it-—and 
thele difcontents being moreover embittered by quarrels on the fubjeCl 
of religion the inhabitants petitioned the Englifh court that their 
colony might again become a feparate province ; and accordingly, by 
an edidt iffued in 16 ;g, Charles the Second granted their requeft, and 
created New-Hampfhire a diftindt and royal province. 

One of the fix frigates voted two years flncc by Congrefs was to 
have been built here : but, like thofe of Portfmouth in Virginia and 
of New-York, it is among the three of which the national legiflature 
at their laft ieflion countermanded the conftrudlion. The timber 
which coft fo much money, remains in the dock-yard half-wnnwht l 
and, notwithftanding all the care which, people fay, will be taken* for 
its prelervation, a very fmall portion of it will after a few years be 
fit for fervice. In a dock-yard adjoining to that where this frigate 
was begun, the fame workmen who were employed upon it are now 
building one intended to carry thirty-two guns, which was firft laid 
on the flocks a month fince, and is to be finished by next fprino, I t 
is a prefent demanded of the United States by the dey of Al»i e °rs as 
an inducement to his faithful obfervance of the treaty he has con¬ 
cluded with them. It is afferted that this condition, which the exe¬ 
cutive power of the United States is eager fpeedily to comply with, 
is the lefult of a fupplemental treaty which will remain unknown till' 

neceflT u'Z ^grcfs ; but that there can exift no doubt that 
neceflity will oblige them to ratify it.-When we recoiled! that thofe 

ix ligates were voted for the purpofe of reprefling the piracies of the 
Algerines—when we read the treaty fince concluded, and fee a frigate 

given 
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given to thofe fame Algerines as a prefent from America—we might 
reafonably be furprized if the power of the United States, and the 
confiftency of their political fyftem, were held in high repute at Al- 

giers. 

In going to Portfmouth, I purfued the fame track as laft ycai, 
through Salem, Newbury, Hampton. I have therefore no new in¬ 
formation to offer, except that almoft eveiy article is nlen in price, 
and that fhip-building is carried on in all the creeks with ftill greater 
activity than during the laft year, as if trade were always to be car¬ 
ried on in American bottoms to the fame extent. But the war can¬ 
not endure for-ever : and, on the return of peace, many of the fhip- 
owners will difcover that they might have employed their money to 
greater advantage. 

I returned from Portfmouth by the upper road. It was at the diftance 
of feveral miles from the fea, and it is not longer than the other ; but 
it is lefs agreeable, and more difficult, inafmuch as it erodes mountains 
and fands, and efpecially as it lies through a lefs beautiful and lefs culti¬ 
vated country. 


EXETER. 

This town, fourteen miles diftant from Portfmouth, is the feat of 
the government of New-Hampfhire, and fituate in the county of 
Rockingham, on the river Surampfcot, at the head of the bay of 
Pifcataqua. It contains about three hundred and fifty houfes, and from 
fixteen to feventeen hundred inhabitants. The houfes are tolerably 
neat; and the place receives a good fhare of a&ivity from feveral mills 
for corn, paper, fulling, tobacco, chocolate, and fa wing, and from fome 
iron-works. 

I have obferved that there was an academy in this town. It was 
incorporated in 17 81 by an a6t of the legiflature, under the name of 
“ Phillips’s Exeter Academy,” from the name of a Mr. Phillips, a 
minifter of Exeter, who was the principal donor to it.—Before the 

* revolution, 
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revolution, and at the time when Portfmouth carried on an extenfive- 
commerce, many veffels were built at Exeter : 'but, fince the decline 
of the trade of Portfmouth, the fhip-building at Exeter has dwindled 
almoft to nothing; not more than two or three veffels being annually 
built there, and thefe being only Hoops. No veffels above the burden 
of twenty tons can go up to that town. 

Under the head of Portfmouth I forgot to notice a particularity 
which would there have been more properly placed than under the 
head of Exeter, although the fame fad exifts here alfo. It is, that 
in that confiderable town, where all the houfes except one or two are 
built of wood, the only mode pradifed for cleaning the chimneys is to 
fet them on fire. That operation is performed in rainy weather, 
that the roofs, which are covered with fhingles, may be the lefs ex- 
pofed to catch fire from the flying fparks. There is not an inftance 
pn record of any mifchief having been caufed by this Angular procefs 
of cleaning the chimneys. The want of chimney-fweepers firft gave 
rife to this pradice, which is at length fo thoroughly eftablifhed by 
habit, as to be now employed in preference to any other, even when 
fweeps happen to pafs through the town. The fame cuftom almoft 
umverfally prevails in all the fmall towns or villages of New-England, 
and alfo in many other parts of America. 

HAVER-HILL. 

Fiom Exeter to Haver-hill, the country wears the appearance of a 
defert; prefenting to the view an almoft uninterrupted fucceffion of 
woods of the poo re ft kind and of the fmalleft growth-here and there 
a few acres cultivated—but bad land, bad culture, indifferent houfes: 
—the traveller fancies himfelf at the diftance of a hundred miles from 
any inhabited country. Within a few miles from Haver-hill the 
country affumes a more pleafing afped; the land is better, the culti¬ 
vation more regular, and the houfes more fightly. Haver-hill is in 
the ftate of Maffachufetts, and fituate on the Merrimack, the fame 
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river which forms the port of Newbury. Ovei this liver was built 111 
1794 a tolerably handfome bridge, confiding of three wooden arches, 
each a hundred and eighty-two feet in breadth, and fupported by done 
piers and buttreffes. This bridge is not diffidently light in its upper 
part: and as the intervals between the arches are not raifed to a level 
with the tops of the vaults, there is a defcent from each to the plat¬ 
form of the pier, and an afcent to the next, fo as to render the pailage 
unpleafant. But civil archite&ure has not yet made fufficient advances 
to improvement in this new country to admit of attention being paid 
to the convenience of travellers. 

A confiderable number of (hips are annually built at Haver-hill— 
often fifty or fixty. The greater number of them are fold in the 
fouthern dates. Only fix veffels are owned by the merchants of this 
port, and employed in the Weft-Indian and even in the European 
trade: but they take their cargoes to Bodon, whence are procured 
the foreign commodities neceffary for the confumption and trade of 
Haver-hill, which fupplies many townffiips in the back country. The 
dores here are numerous and well docked : and the manufactories 
that claim more particular notice are a pretty confiderable one of 
fail-cloth, and fome didilleries. Although hemp is produced both 
in New-Hampfhire and Madachufetts, that of Ruffian growth is 
alone ufed in this fail-cloth-manufacdory ; and it is procured from 
Bodon. 

I have been aflured that velfels of a hundred tons burden can come 
up to Haver-hill in the high tides. This town, which contains be-! 
tween two and three thoufand inhabitants, is moreover in a date of 
increafe : and a great number of handfome houfes are now a-building 
in it. The price of land in its vicinity is a hundred dollars the acre: 
at fome didance, it is only thirty. The agriculture in its immediate 
environs is almod folely confined to Indian corn and meadow. It is 
eafy here to procure workmen and their wages are four (hillings and 
nine pence per day, and feven dollars per month. A mafon can earn 
(even (hillings, a houfe-carpenter nine (hillings, and a diip-carpenter 
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two dollars. Philadelphia flour now fells here at thirteen dollars the 
barrel, that of the country produce at fix or feven. This enormous 
difference arifes not only from the difference in the beauty of the graiif 
and in the goodnefs of the mills, but alfo from the adulteration of the 
country flour, which, not being fubjeft to any infpedion, is mixed with 
the flour of peas, beans, and potatoes, and thus is inferior in qualitv 
even to good Indian meal. 

RETURN TO BOSTON. 

Beyond Haver-hill bridge the traveller enters the townfhip of 
Brentford, which is a part of the county of Effex, and where the land 
Rill prefents the fame appearance. In this townfhip is a confiderable 
manufacture of men s fhoes tor exportation. The number daily pro¬ 
duced by the workmen of this little place is effimated at two hundred 
pair. Thefe fhoes, which are of good materials and well made, are 
fold at four (hillings and nine pence halfpenny the pair. The leather 
employed in making them comes from the Spanifh part of Saint-Do- 
mingo. 

From Haver-hill to Bofton the country is quite rich, abounding in 
good houfes and beautiful farms. The townfhip of Andover in par* 
ticular is remarkable for its charming meadows, and the numerous 
herds of fine cattle with which they are flocked. 

On this little journey I chatted, according to my cuflom, with every 
one whom I found difpofed for converfation : and it is not very common 
in America to find perfons who are averfe to it, efpecially among thofe 
who do not rank among the firfl clafs of fociety. I every-where ob- 
feved a fenfe of refpeCl for the prefident, but an indifference on the 
fubjefl of his refignation. « He is old; and men cannot laft for ever:” 
luch is the general remark. Befides, lefs importance is attached to the 
choice of his fucceffor than I fhould have expefted. In this part of 
the country indeed the votes will be pretty generally in favour of John 
Adams. “ He is a good man,” faid to me a Colonel Beverley who 
VoL * 1L D d keeps 


/ 






202 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


keeps a tavern : “ Jefferfon is alfo a good man we cannot fail to find 
good men in America.” 

The general fpirit and opinion of the people are the fame here as 
throughout all New-England, and indeed in almoft every part of 
America—a heart-felt recollection of the fervices rendered by France, 
and of the evils inflidled by England. Neither the new political fub- 
tlllties refpedling the real motives of thole lervices, noi the documents 
of national ingratitude which are the relult of them, have yet impaired 
the friendly dilpofitions entertained by the people of Ameiica toward 
France. They remember that the aided them in the hour of need: 
they wifh her profperity, take an intereft in her fuccelfes, and enjoy 
them with delight. They equally remember that England buined 
and deftroyed their houfes, and did them all the mifchief in her power. 
They would not however on that account join with France to wage 
war againft England : they ftill equally continue to fupplv their wants 
with the articles of Britiih manufadture (which circumftance, be it 
obferved en pajfant , affords a juft fubjedt of animadverfion on the want 
of Ikilful management in the former French government); but they 
pour forth their ardent prayers for the welfare of France. The at¬ 
tachment to La Fayette, lo perceptibly diminifhed in the gieat towns 
even fince my arrival in America, has fuffered no abatement in the 
other parts of the continent; and numbers of honeft fouls are every¬ 
where found who declare that a general tax, impofed for the foie pur- 
pofe of railing for him a conliderable property, would be paid with the 
oreateft chearfulnefs throughout the whole extent of America. 

THIRD VISIT TO BOSTON. 

This time I found Bofton in a ftate of confiderable agitation. The 
caufe is fomething of a much more ferious nature than the refignation 
of the prefident: it is the intelligence of the refolution announced by 
France of caufing her Ihips of war and privateers to feize every neutral 
veffel laden with goods of Britiih manufadture. Already, I believe, in 
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this journal, I have mentioned fuch an event as likely to take place— 
as being a juft and perhaps over-tardy retaliation for the capture of 
American fhips laden with provifions for France—as a meafure which, 
confidered in a commercial view, infli&s a deeper wound on Britain 
than on America, fince two thirds of the cargoes exported from or im¬ 
ported into America are the property of Englifh houfes—and which, 
in Ihoit, even if it were to prove fevere in its operation on the Ame¬ 
rican commerce, finds its apology in the late treaty concluded between 
England and America, in the aftive part which the American mer¬ 
chants took in that treaty, and in the facility with which they de¬ 
livered up to the Englifh without refiftance or reclamation the veflels 
laden for France. I do not think I am blinded by my affeClion for 
my country when I thus juftify the ftep lately taken by her governors, 
and pronounce this fevere meafure to be within the" bounds of that 
juftice which is confiftent with the dreadful right of war. 

I am convinced that every honeft man, who is unbiased by private 
intereft and abfolute mailer of his own opinion, will think as I do on 
the fubjed: but he could not, any more than I, flatter himfelf with 
the hope of bringing over the commercial houfes of America to his fen- 
timents : “ a lofing gamefter cannot fmile,” fays the old proverb ; and 
it is beyond all doubt that this decifive a£t of the French government, 
the objeft of which is to ruin the manufactures and trade of England! 
will be deeply felt by the commercial fortunes of this continent. ° Ac¬ 
cordingly the merchants of Bofton, or at leaft a pare of them, Jxclaim 
againft it as fraught with injuftice, horror, treachery, and openly ex- 
prels their wifhes that America fhould declare war againft France 
Thefe puerile wifhes fhew what lofs they fear, and how far their 
fenfibility of it influences their judgement. 

That intelligence was the foie topic of convention in Bofton at 
the time of my arrival: neverthelefs it found apologifts amono- the in¬ 
habitants, even among thofe engaged in trade. Since the more recent 
news that a French fleet is on its way to Halifax, people talk lefs 
loudly againft that declaration : for fear, as well as intereft, has its in- 
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fluence. If France, while file does fome little injury to the commerce 
of America, {hows that fhe has it in her power to do ftill greater, the 
will find fo many friends in all that clafs of the Americans who now 
declare againft her. Such is the mode that has been purfued by Eng¬ 
land ; and, however painful it may be to make the remark, it is a good 
and effefiual mode. 

With refpeft to myfelf, it is with pleafure I confider the meafurc 
adopted by France as a mean of compelling England to a fpeedy peace 
—an event which will prove a bleffing to the Britifh nation, and a ftill 
greater bleffing to the inhabitants of France : for peace will more 
than any thing elfe contribute to give liability to their liberty and con- 
flitution, whereas they are both expofed to conftant danger by the war. 
Let us then hope that a durable peace will reftore to Europe that 
tranquillity and fecurity of which the fo greatly {lands in need, and 
that France, capable of fupporting the trying burden of profperity, 
will ffiow herfelf as great and generous at the moment of ffieathing the 
fword as the has been terrible while {he wielded it: let us hope that 
fuch a peace will foon confer on the French people all that plenitude 
of happinefs which they cannot fail to enjoy under a government who 
fhall have leifure to devote their thoughts to a good {yftem of ad- 
minillration. 

After a third refidence of a week at Bolton, I finally quitted it to 
proceed toward Philadelphia. It was not without regret that I parted 
from feveral perions who had continued to {how me the fame multi¬ 
plied marks of friendly intereft and obliging attention which they had 
lavifhed on me in the preceding year. At the head of the lift I will 
place Doftor Euftis, a man as really good as he is agreeable, prudent, 
enlightened in his opinions, liberal in his fentiments and conduct, ef- 
fentially amiable and eftimable, and endowed with an independence of 
ch a rafter which fecures all thofe qualities on a firm bafis. I have 
conceived for him a fincere friendffiip, which feparation or diftance 
will never prevent me from cultivating. 


MARL- 
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MARLBOROUGH, AND THE WILLIAMS FAMILY. 

The firft night of my journey, O&ober 13 , I fpent at Marlborough 
in the houfe of the fame Williamses where I had been lick laR year, 
and had experienced fuch remarkable attentions from the family. I 
would not on any account have palled their door without {topping. 
They received me with cordial demonRrations of pleafure. People 
delight in feeing thofe to whom they have rendered fervice; and I felt 
a fmcere fatisfaition in again beholding thofe to whom I felt fo many 
obligations. Honeft Williams’s crops have been good this feafon in 
eveiy department of his hufbandry. His farm, which I perambulated 
in company with him, is in excellent condition : he plentifully dungs 
his land ; and in confequence his meadows yield him from fix to eight 
thoufand weight of hay per acre. He reaps from fifty to fixty bufhels 
of Indian corn per acre; and, the Indian corn bearing a price of feven 
or eight fhillings the bufhel, each acre thus produces him about feventy 
dollars. The wages of his workmen are increafed : IaR year they were 
ten dollars per month ; this year they are twelve ; and, at the time 
of the hay-making, he was obliged in fome inflances to pay fo high as 
twenty dollars. The lands of his farm would not, in their prefent 
Rate, be fold for lefs than three hundred dollars per acre: he lets fome 

neai his own habitation at a rent proportioned to the value of a hun¬ 
dred and fifty. 

This country of MafTachufetts, however mountainous, is in a general 
Rate of good cultivation : but although in fome townfhips large quan¬ 
tities of wheat are produced, the principal objects of culture are In¬ 
dian corn, potatoes, and meadow. 

The political opinions of old Williams have undergone no change • 
he Rill continues a zealous admirer of the prefident, Rill hates the Eng- 
lifh. ^Speaking to me of the prefident’s refignatory addrefs, “ Does 
not> ^ e ’ contain gieat truths ? But what does he mean by 
that fondnefs and that antipathy which he does not wifh the Ameri¬ 
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cans to entertain ? It is faid that he alludes to the French and Eng- 
lifh : I fhould not be over pleafed with that: but the old man 
knows more of the matter than we ; and no doubt he has good rea- 
fons for what he fays.” 

BROOKFIELD. 

From Marlborough to Brookfield where ended my fecond day’s 
journey, the face of the country continues the fame, and the fame cul¬ 
tivation prevails. In the environs of Brookfield are raifed wheat, 
barley, rye, a little Indian corn, and a great quantity of potatoes. 
Grounds kept in good order yield two hundred bufhels of the latter per 
acre, which being fold at two fliillings the bufhel, each acre yields of 
courfe a product of fixty-fix dollars. However abundant the crops of 
potatoes may prove, a ready fale is found for them at that price. In 
the vicinity of this place are reared great numbers of cattle, which are 
quickly taken off as foon as they are fit for the market. Exclufive of 
the confumption in the town, which is not inconfiderable, large quan¬ 
tities of beef are here falted for exportation. Some horfes are alfo 
reared. The lands are dunged, but not near fo well as in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Bofton. The meadows in good condition produce never- 
thelefs fix thoufand weight of hay per acre. Indian corn bears no 
higher price here than nine pence the bufhel. The lands in the central 
and moft populous part of the townfhip fell for two hundred and thirty 
dollars the acre ; fomewhat farther back, and in large parcels, for no 
more than thirty-four: a few acres of picked land would be rated at 
feventy. A pair of oxen fit for the yoke cofi: from feventy to a hundred 
dollars ; good milch-cows from twenty-five to thirty. In thefe prices 
lome augmentation has taken place lince laffc year. 

In the eledtion of the future prefident, the votes of this diftridl, as of 
by far the greater part of New-England, will be in favour of John 
Adams: but it appears, though to my very great aftonifhment, that the 
nomination to that high office occupies only a very moderate (hare of 
the public attention. 


PALMER, 
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PALMER. 


From Brookfield to Palmer the country is more hilly, and the tops 
of the hills are lefs cultivated : cultivation however extends to a cer¬ 
tain height up their fides, as well as over the valleys. The meadows 
are covered with numerous herds of cattle, and of a good breed. 
Here the traveller has to pafs through more woods than he had yet 
met with fince his departure from Bofton.—Philadelphia flour, which 
had fallen two months fince to ten dollars, has rifen in the country parts 
to thirteen and fourteen. That of domeftic growth cofls only nine 
dollars : but, notwithftanding this difference, the Philadelphia flour is 
preferred whenever it can be procured. 

SPRINGFIELD.—THE ARSENAL, &c. 


As far as Springfield the country exhibits (fill lefs appearance of cul¬ 
tivation J and at tix or feven miles from that town it is no better than 
a parched trad of fand where grow fome diminutive pines. The foil 

is alfo very Tandy at S P ri "8 fidd : b “< the proximity of Connedicut- 

River, and more careful culture, render it more produdive. R ve 
Indian corn, potatoes, and meadow, are the mod frequent obiefls of 
cultivation. Some farmers fow wheat, particularly on the new grounds • 
but of ten wheat crops hardly one is even tolerable, as the land is exi 
tremely ,11 manured in this diftrid. In the town, land may be pur- 
chafed for forty-fix dollars the acre : in the centre, however, and near 
the river, there are acres which would cod two hundred, but they 
are few : farther back, the value is from eight to fixteen. 

The prices of the country produce and of labour are nearly the fame 
here as at Pateer and Brookfield, or perhaps fomewhat lower. It” 

eafy to find workmen at four or five thillings per day, without food, 
and foi nine dollars per month. 

Springfield is a neat and tolerably well-built village containing a 

population 








TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


rj 


ao b 

population of eighteen hundred inhabitants. Here is eftablilhed one 
of the arfenals of the United States, where mulkets are fabricated, 
cannons and howitzers caff, gun-carriages conftrudted, &c. but in 
fmall nurnber. The magazines do not contain abov^ ten thoufand 
mulkets, of which leven thoufand are French, and of tne old make of 
1763. That model, which has long fince been reformed in France, 
is the one which is followed in America ; and the imitation is yet im- 
perfeft. It cannot however be faid that thofe mulkets are bad: 
their chief defe£t is that of being too heavy at the extremity. 

Thirty pieces of cannon, of which twenty are French, are alfo con¬ 
tained in thefe magazines. Thofe of American foundery feemed to 
me to be well made : the carriages are fo likewife : but their number 
and their fpecies do not correlpond with the cannons and howitzers. 
In every particular, there appears to me a want of intelligence in the 
general direction of the ordnance in America. Belides, the quantities 
of arms provided do not amount to one twentieth part of what would 
be requifite to put the country into a reafonable Hate of defence.—• 
The magazines are in good order, and very well kept: the mulkets 
are furnifhed by a contractor, from whom the directors receive them; 
and he receives from the United States eleven dollars for each mulket. 
Another contractor fupplies the cannon : but, as he was abfent on bufi- 
nefs, I could not learn any particulars refpecting the price of thefe. It 
would be ufelefs for me to enter into any further details concerning 
this arfenal, which, though one of the principal in the United Hates, 
adds nothing to their flrengtb. 

A Frenchman, Monfieur Pourcherelfe Bourguignon, formerly an 
officer in the royal Swedifh regiment in the French fervice, is an affilt- 
ant to the director. He feems to be as good a man as he is unfortu¬ 
nate. He has a wife and children, and polfefles no other means of 
fupporting himfelf and them than the falary of his office, which 
is only three hundred and fixty dollars per annum. But he has 
the good fenfe to be fatisfied with the Americans, to live on friendly 
terms with them, to enjoy their elleem and affection, and to Ihew him- 
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felt grateful toward thofe who have rendered him fervice. His wife, 
yet in the years of youth, is interefting by her figure, her misfortunes, 
and her fortitude. They both have merited and gained the general 
efteem and intereft of all the inhabitants of Springfield. 

There are befides at Springfield a good diftillery, a paper-mill, and 
a tannery-: there was alfo a tolerably extenfive manufactory of fail- 
cloth : but it has fallen to decay in confequence of the exceffive price 
of labour in that branch, together with the difficulty of procuring 
workmen or inducing them to flay.—Let me further obferve that 
Springfield, whofe firft fettlement dates from the year l6s6, has dur¬ 
ing the laft twenty years received no acceffion of new inhabitants. 

Mr. Lyman, a member of Congrefs, for whom I had a letter from 
my friend Colonel Burr whom I had cafually met at Bofton, appeared 
to me temperate in his opinions, moderate and gentle in his difpofition. 
He is, like the majority of the ftate which he reprefents, a federalift in 
his politics, but more tolerant than many others for thofe who think 
differently from him, and whom he neverthelefs continues to efteem 
and love. The general temper of the people here, as in the other 
parts of the country which I have traverfed, is that of relpeCt for the 
prefident, attachment to the conftitution, averfion to war, and an ar¬ 
dently favourable difpofition toward the French. 

Exclufive of the fmallei manufactories which I have mentioned as 
exifting in Springfield townffiip, there is alfo a manufa&ory of caft 
iron, belonging to an affociation of feveral partners, of whom one of 
the principal is a Colonel Smith, who keeps afhop in the town. The 
ore which is employed in it is dug up from a fwamp at the diftance 
of a mile from the fouhdefy, which is itfelf four miles diftant from 
Spiingfield. This manufactory produces coarfe heavy works, prin¬ 
cipally pots for maple-fugar, with which all the' inhabitants of the 
back country provide therrifelves: it likewife fur nifties common pots, 
andirons, Sic. For feme time after its firft eftabliftiment it did a con- 
fiderable deal of work: but it has experienced a material diminution 
trom the operation of the fame carafes which impede the fuccefs of 
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every kind of manufacture in America ; and it now haraly does more 
than fupply the demand of the townfhip. 

CANAL OF HADLEY. 

At the diftance of eight miles from Springfield, at a place called; 
Hadley, are the falls of Connetficut-River- To avoid them,, a little, 
canal of two miles has been dug, which thus extends the navigation 
fixty or eighty miles farther. This canal is raifed above twenty feet 
higher than the bed of the river: the boats are raifed to. and lowered 
from it without the aid of water, by means of an inclined plane.. 
They are placed in a kind of cradle fo framed as to fit their fhape, and 
then drawn up from the river to the canal, or let down from the canal, 
to the river, by the working of a capftern, that is turned by a wheel, 
which the ftream of the river puts in motion. The boats are not un¬ 
loaded for this operation. I had feen in France the plan of a fimilar 
projeCl, of which Monfieur Brule claimed the invention. Time alone, 
can afcertain whether, as was apprehended in France, the durability of 
the boats will be impaired by this procefs : I am inclined to fear that 
it will. 

WEST-SFRINGFIELD AND WESTFIELD; 

On quitting Springfield' you pafs ConneClicut-River in a tolerably 
good boat, whofe edges, however, you would wifh to fee fomewhat 
higher : for, in their prefent low Rate, they would not be fafe with 
unquiet horfes. Beyond the river,, you enter the townfhip of Weft- 
Springfield, one of the richeft and raoft populous in the Rate of Mafifa- 
chufetts. On this fide of the river the lands are confiderably better, 
than on the Springfield fide j and many of the inhabitants of the latter 
place are proprietors of them : they are principally laid out in mea¬ 
dows, where cattle of every kind are reared in great numbers. The 
townfhip of Weftfield, which is contiguous to it, is lefs happy in rich- 
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'nefs of foil, and ftill far inferior in population : accordingly many trads 
of land, which would be capable of producing good crops, remain un¬ 
cultivated. Weftfield, fituate on a river bearing the fame name, is a neat 
well-built little village, {landing in the middle of a plain. The foil is 
a rich fandy earth, and the principal mode of cultivation here, as elfe- 
where in the adjoining trads, is meadow. The new grounds a>e fown 
with wheat, as is the pradice with all the new-cleared lands which 
are not of the firft quality. The labourer is paid from eight to 
nine dollars per month : wheat is fold at nine {hillings the bulhel, 
Indian corn at five, oats at two j and a pair of good oxen coft feventy 
dollais. The pi ice of new lands is from three to ten dollars per acre, 
according to their quality and fituation j and, in farm-lots, twenty or 
thirty dollars. 

STOCKBRIDGE. 

"In proceeding from Weflfield to Stockbridge, the traveller fuccef- 
fively paffes through the townlhips of Brentford, London, Bethlehem, 
Ruflel, and Kyrningham, occupying the whole breadth of the Green 
Mountains, of which the ridge is above twenty miles broad, and, as I 
think I have elfewhere obfervcd, begins at Newhaven, whence, travers¬ 
ing the Hates of Connecticut, MalTachufetts, and Vermont, it reaches to 
the Rivei Saint-Laurence in Canada. The land in thefe townlhips is 
indifferent, and very thinly peopled : in travelling through them, one 
fancies himfelf in the diflrid of Maine, or in the back part of the Ge- 
neffee country: one fees patches of new-cleared ground in all the dif¬ 
ferent Rages of progreffive improvement: but fuch fights are very far 

from numerous. The price of land here is from ten to fifteen {hil¬ 
lings. 

One might be aftomflied, that, fituate as this country is fo near to 
the great marts for produce, the emigrations from Connedicut, and 
even from the over-populous parts of MalTachufetts, do not take their 
•-ourle in this diiedion rather than toward Vermont or the Genellee 
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country. But, in emigrating, the American gives a preference, above 
every thing elfe, to the land which he thinks the beft, and is not with¬ 
held by any confideration of proximity to his family or connexions, cr 
by the greatnefs of the distance which he will have to traverfe in queft 
of it : and the uncleared lands of Maffachufetts are far from equal to 
thofe of the Geneffee, the Ohio, Teneflee, &c. 

1 lhall in future fay nothing of my converfations with the people 
with whom I fall into company. They are all in the fame ftrain j 
and I am convinced that the idea I have already given of them in this 
journal is precifely accurate. 

Stockbridge is one of the richeft townfhips in the ftate of Mafiachu- 
fetts. All its land is cultivated, except a very fmall portion, which 
will foon in its turn receive culture like the reft. No timber is here 
preferved beyond what is requifite for fuel. This townfhip is for the 
moft part fituate in a valley, but extends alfo upon fome hills of no 
o-reat elevation. The foil is excellent, and almoft all laid down in 
meadow. The cattle, butter, cheefe, and fuch other productions as 
are not confumed on the fpot, are generally fent to New-York. Some¬ 
times the certainty of obtaining a higher price at Bofton induces the 
farmer to give a preference to the latter place, with which however 
the communication is difficult, becaufe of the diftance, and of the 
mountainous country that is to be traverfed. In fuch cafes, all the 
other articles, except the cattle, are fent down to New- fork by the 
North-River which paffes within twenty miles of Stockbridge, and 
tranfported from New-York to Bofton by fea. 

There are likewife fome forges and caft-iron-works in this town- 
ffiip : but the high rate of workmen’s wages, and the lcantinefs of the 
mine which begins to be exhaufted, have for fome years paft caufed a 
confiderable diminution of their labours. The eafy circumftances en¬ 
joyed by the inhabitants render workmen fcarce, and high in their de¬ 
mands. The wages at prefent paid to them are from thirteen to fif¬ 
teen dollars per month. The price of wheat is two dollars the buffiel, 
of Indian corn, one dollar ; of oats, two fhillings. A pair of oxen coft 
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from ninety to a hundred and ten dollars. Land bears the price of 
from fifteen to twenty dollars the acre, in farm-lots. 

I have here feen Mr. Sedgwick, with whom I was acquainted at 
Philadelphia, and by whom 1 have been very hofpitably entertained. 
In all the private relations of fociety he is an excellent man : but in 
his politics he is Lome what warm, and not a little intolerant. He had 
long been a member of the houfe of reprefentatives in Congrefs, 
where he was a frequent fpeaker: . he has lately been appointed a 
fenator. Mr. Sedgwick exerts all his influence to carry the ele&ion 
of a member to fill the feat which he has vacated, in favour of Mr. 
Williams, his pupil and friend, who feems even a hotter zealot than 
himfelf in Engliffi politics. Mr. Williams has for competitor general 
Skinner, a man of the age of iixty years, who has all his life be°en ho¬ 
nourably employed in public offices, and who, when he had it in his 
power to rival Mr. Sedgwick in his eletfion fome years fince, volun¬ 
tarily withdrew his name on a promife from the latter of procuring 
foi him the votes of his friends to fill the firft vacancy. But Mr. 
Skinnei was once heard to lay in a public houfe lafit year, that he did 
not approve^ of the treaty with England : and, fuch is the toleration 
of the oppofite party, that no one can in their opinion be an honeft 
man without approving of that treaty, Mr. Sedgwick in confe- 
quence oppoles him, and gives to Mr. Williams all his influence, 
which is pretty confidcrable in thefe parts. Such is the account 
which I have received of this affair from leveral perfons. The Stock- 
bridge gazette is full of thofe Icandalous quarrels, and may very well, 
in that particular, vie with thofe of Georgia. In it General Skinner 
is branded as an antifederalift, and as “ no good man,” becaufe he 
diflikes the treaty ; and he is accufed of entertaining a predile&ion for 

France and an averfion to England. Mr. Williams is abufed on the 
oppofite ground. 

At the diftance of thirty miles from Stockbridge, and in William 
townfhip, is a college which confers the different degrees inferior to 
that of doctor. It-is faid to be a tolerably good feminary. 
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In a walk which I took with Mr. Sedgwick to Great-Bamngton, 

I law a continued trad of beautiful country, fine land, well cultivated, 
all in meadow, and a mod excellent foil. As far as New-A ork the 
land is faid to be of the lame quality. 

CHARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Before I quit Maflachufetts, I muR add fome fhort remarks to what 
I have already had occafion to lay refpe&ing the charafter of its inhabi¬ 
tants. They are perhaps a more unmixed people than any other in 
the United States, except thofe of Connecticut, who are equally fo, 
and for the fame realons. Such of them as are not of Englifh oirth 
are natives of America, who have fettled in Maffachufetts aitei a 
previous eftabhfhment in feme ol the other Rates. The number of 
Europeans is therefore fmall in thefe two Rates ; and their inhabitants 
difplay in confequence more Rriking marks of a common charadter 
and a national lpirit, than thofe of the other parts of the Union, 
whom they likewife unqueRionably furpafs in induRry, activity, and 
enterprife. Their univerfal and predominating paffon is the defire 
of gain : it is openly avowed ; and thofe people, under an appearance 
of frank bluntnefs, conceal no fmall portion of Ihrewdnefs and cun¬ 
ning. Hence it is a common faying in the other Rates that “ the 
Yankeys are honeft according to the letter of the law.” I know not 
how far it may be confiftent with juRice to confine within thofe 
bounds the praife due to their probity; for I have had no bufinefs to 
tranfaft in this country : but, from every thing which I have feen, I 
prefume that it is equally fafe to deal with them as with any other 
people in the United States, or, I believe, in the whole world. 

The fpirit of liberty is here rigid, and carried even to diRruR. Al¬ 
though the majority of the reprefentatives of this Rate in Congrefs be 
of that fe£ in politics who are confidered as attached to Britain, I be¬ 
lieve there do not exiR in the United States a body of people who, 

taken in the aggregate, preferve a deeper and more painful recolle&ion 
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of the evils inflidted on America by England, or who more drongly 
dread an intimate union with the latter. Their manners are ex¬ 
tremely Ample ; and knowledge, at lead in its firfi: degrees, is very ex- 
tenfively diffufed^ Not a houfe is to be found in the mod: remote 
corners ot the country, where a newfpaper is not read ; and there 
are few townfhips which do not poflefs little libraries formed and. 
fupported by fubfcription. The confiderable fortunes acquired by the 
commerce whicn is carried on in the numerous ports of the date pre¬ 
vent the general manners of the people from being fo ftri&ly repub¬ 
lican heie as in Connecticut : but, for the fame reafon, lets jealcufy 
prevails, lefs intolerance, lels puritanifm. 

The fpirit of equality is carried as far as is confident with order in a 
great fociety. The man who is poifeifed of the greateft wealth, and 
the mod happily circumftanced in every refpeft, fhakes hands with 
the workman whom he meets on his way, converfes with' him, not 
under the idea of doing him an honour, as is often the notion elfe- 
where—but from a confcioufnefs, in the firft inftance, that he may at 
fome future time ft^nd in need of his abidance—afterward, without 
any luch mtereded conlideration,. but merely through habit, and the 
force of education, and becaufe he fees in him his fellow-man, only 
placed in a different fituation, to whom he is the lefs tempted to 
think himfelf fuperior, as it often happens that the now rich man 
has himfelf once been in a lefs enviable fituation. This natural ho¬ 
mage paid to the charadter of man polfeffes- a certain charm which 
is truly pleafing; to an independent foul,, efpecially when experience 
proves that the different fundlions of fociety are not the lefs fcrupuloufly 
reipected in confequence of it, and that no individual is thereby fubjedt 
to any greater leftridion in the exercife of his own liberty. 

A diminution of the influence of the priefthood is an objeCt much 
to be defired in Maffachufetts : for, though it be lefs here than in 
Connecticut, it is ftili too great. The priefts form a body in the 
date : they are exclufively placed at the head of the colleges, and do 
not fuffer any perfons to be admitted as teachers except thofe of their 
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own cloth, their own fed, and their own opinions in every particular. 
This influence will no doubt at length ceafe, and perhaps in confe- 
quence of the contrary excefs. It is not impoffible tnat an indifference , 
to religious matters may become general through this country, where 
its germ is already deveoped and I am not of the number Oi thofe 
who think fuch an event advantageous to a nation. 

KINDERHOOK-LANDING. 

At the diflance of nine miles from Stockbridge, the traveller enters 
the ftate of New-York j and, after having traverfed two or three 
townfhips, he arrives at Kinderhook. In the country which he now 
traverfes, each townfhip prefents the fame kind of foil, of culture, 
confcquently of produceand of buflnefs, as the preceding. Above one 
half of the population of Kinderhook are Tow Dutch or dependents of 
Low Dutch. Thefe people are not hafty to change old habits for new; 
accordingly they till and cultivate the land in the fame manner now as 
they did a hundred years fince. 

It appears manifefllj evident that the farmers of New-England 
have a confiderable advantage over them in point of produce : yet the 
conviction of evidence is not fufficient to make them deviate from 
their old track. They fow large quantities of grain, efpecially of 
Indian corn, exhauft their lands, and have fmall crops. Few of 
them keep extenfive meadows, as is the general practice of the 
farmers come from New-England—a mode of cultivation, befides, to 
which the foil feems beft adapted, and which is the moft certain and 
mofl folidly advantageous to the judicious farmer who purfues it. Land 
in the townfhip of Kinderhook is worth twenty dollars the acre in fine 
farms. Workmen are fcarce, and are paid from twelve to fifteen dol¬ 
lars per month. 

Five miles farther, we arrive at Kinderhook-landing, the place to 
which the productions of all the lands on this fide the Green Moun¬ 
tains are conveyed for embarkation on the North River, fuch as fait 
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meat, wheat, Indian corn, cider, cheefe, butter, potatoes, pot-afh, 
flax-feed, &c. All this produce is brought down in light waggons 
which travel rapidly, and is embarked in floops which here take in 
their entire lading, or fupply what is wanted to the cargoes which 
they were unable to complete at Albany. The different articles are 
generally purchafed in the country where they were railed, by mer¬ 
chants of New-York or even of the vicinity : but it fometimes alfo 
happens that the farmers themfelves, expedting to find a more advan¬ 
tageous market at Kinderhook, convey their commodities hither, and 
either fell them here or fend them on their own account to New-York, 
paying the freight. 

The village of Kinderhook-landing is a petty affemblage of fmall 
and mean—looking houfes. Six or feven floops belong to this place. 
Salt beef is here iiifpeded, and certified to be fit for exportation : that 
of prime quality coffs fix dollars the hundred weight. Flax-feed is 
fold for eighteen fhilhngs the bufhel, but requires to be again cleaned 
and freed fiom its duff before it be deemed fit for exportation. The 
wheat of the country, which is of beautiful quality, does not at prefent 
bear a greater price than thirteen fhilhngs the bufhel; in confequence 
of which, fine flour fells no higher than eight dollars and one fhilling 
per bariel. A fortnight fince, the price was a quarter more : but the 
caufes of fo material a difference are here unknown. 

HUDSON. 

The country between Kinderhook and Hudfon is beautiful: it is 
fomewhat hilly; but thofe inequalities in the ground are only fmall 
eminences, all well cultivated. Here, as in every other part of the 
country, the majority of the inhabitants are Dutch, defcended from the 

firft colon iff s who fettled in thefe parts in 1636 : the remainder are 
emigrants from New-England. 

I he town of Hudfon was begun in 1784, and now contains above 

foui hundred houfes, all neat and well-built. Its population amounts 
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to nearly three thoufand (ouls, of whom about two hundred are (laves. 
Few towns in the (late of New-York have experienced fo rapid an 
increafe : but during the laft two years that increafe feems to have been 
flopped in its progrcfs. The town rifes about a hundred feet above 
the river: its flreets interfed each other at right angles, according to 
the plan adopted in the new towns. Of all thole w'hich are built on 
the North River, this is the only one which carries on a dired foreign 
trade. VelTels of every fize can come to its wharfs, while the ob- 
ftrudions in the courfe of the river at the diftance of twenty miles 
higher prevent veflels of more than eighty tons from going up to 
Albany. The trade of Hudfon confifts in the produce of the foil, the 
produdions of tanneries, of forges, of a very hue rum-diflillery—in 
train-oil (four veflels, belonging to the merchants of this place, being 
employed in the whale-filhery)—and, finally, in the re-exportation of 
Weft-lndian commodities. 

Sixteen or eighteen veffels of different fizes are employed in foreign 
commerce ; and five or fix (loops are conftantly engaged in the do- 
meflic trade between Hudfon and New-York, and convey to the 
latter the country produce which is not diredly exported from Hudfon 
to foreign countries. The town is inhabited by families from New- 
Ensland, of whom a confiderable number are from Rhode-Ifland. I 
had letters for Mr. Jenkins here, a quaker from Nantucket, and 
one of the founders of the town, of w f hich the foil was purchafed by a 
company of thirty perfons. He alone po(Te(Tes five (hares in that com¬ 
pany, of which few of the other partners have above two, and feveral 
only the half or quarter of a (hare. 

The politics of this place, and particularly of the quakers, are 
univerfally anti-briti(h. 

The prefent price of (hip-building at Hudfon is twenty dollars per 
ton, including the timber and workmanlhip ; ready for fea, fifty dol¬ 
lars per ton. The timber comes from the upper part of the river, 
and is excellent white oak. The purchafe of town-lots, which are 
fifty feet in front and a hundred and twenty in depth, is from three 
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hundred and forty to thirteen hundred and thirty dollars, according to 
their fituation. The adjoining lands, in farm-lots above half-cleared, 
may be bought for ten dollars the acre, and are good foil. Workmen, 
are fearce, and muft be paid fourteen dollars per month. The price of 
wheat is here regulated by that which it bears at Albany and New- 
York : at prefent it is thirteen (hillings in the former of thofe towns, 
and fourteen in the latter. 

Hudfon is a port of entry, and has a colledor of cuftoms (nice 
1795. But, to guard againft fraud, veffels coming from foreign parts 
are obliged to flop and make their manifeft at New-York, where 
the colledor fends an officer on board if he think proper. Thus 
the manifefts are principally made at the New-York cuftom-houfe. 
The value of the exports from Hudfon, as regiftered at the cuftom- 
houfe of that place, was, in 1795, only three thoufand five hundred 
dollars. 

A bank is eftabliflied at Hudfon, under the name of Columbia. Its 
capital, which, by the law for its incorporation, is reftrided to a hun¬ 
dred and fixty thoufand dollars, confifts of four hundred (hares, of four 
hundred dollars each. 

SPERANZA.—FREEHOLD.—MAJOR PREVOST.—MONSIEUR 

ROUERE. 

On the oppofite fide ot the North-River (lands the new town of 
Lambfburg, to which its founders have alfo given the modeft name 
of Speianza (Hope). This town, which fora number of years had 
contained but a fingle and pitiful houfe, cannot really date its origin 
beyond laft year. At prefent there are fifty houfes ereded in it: (hops 
are opened) merchants are eftabliftied. A brig is already built, and 
employed in trade between Speranza and New-York. This infant 
town will, beyond all doubt, experience a confiderable increafe : it 
enjoys, in common with all the other towns built on the weftern 
bank ox that beautiful'river, the advantage of an extenfive back 
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country, which, in proportion as it becomes cultivated, will xuinifh 1 m- 
xnenfe quantities of produce, that cannot find any moie convenient or 
certain vent than the North-River. But thofe countries are yet for 
the greater part defert wildernelTes, where the houles are few and 
difperfed. This is a common obftacle which operates againft all the 
towns, and for the prefent prevents any extraordinary profperity of 
their commerce. But, in addition to it, Speranza will moreover have 
to conquer the habit in which the farmers have been of carrying then- 
produce to the neighbouring towns that have been longer eftablilhed. 
The owners of the town-lands are now engaged in the formation of 
a road, which, joining at the diftance of twenty miles the road that 
leads from GenelTee, will render the communication with Speranza more 
eafy than that with the other towns, and mull, when finilhed, caufe a 
preference to be given to the former: the work is in great forwardnefs. 
The proprietors are the meffieurs Livingllons of New-York. The 
town-lots, each containing a quarter of an acre, already bear the price 
of two hundred dollars. 

Colonel Burr had given me a letter to Major Prevoll, who lives, in 
the townlhip of Freehold, fixteen miles dillant from Hudlon. Above 
one half of the journey is performed on the new road, which is the 
finell part of it: the remainder of the way is over mountains, rocks, 
fwamps ; in Ihort, it is fuch as the generality of the roads are in the 
new countries of America. In this trabl the number of fettlements is 
very fcanty ; and thefe are of the meaneft appearance, and abfolutely 
in their infancy. Few boufes have above twenty acres of ground 
cleared around them ; and many have much lefs. They are all log- 
houfes: the majority of the new fettlers (and they are the better clafs) 
have immigrated from Conneblicut. 

Major Prevoll has a neat little houfe built on a trabl of nine thou- 
fand acres, which belongs to him. He is fon of that General Prevoll, 
employed in the Britilh fervice, who dillinguilhed himfelf by the de¬ 
fence of Savannah, and difgraced his character by the burning of many 
American towns. Previous to the revolution, he had received from 
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the king of England a grant, to himfelf and his Ion, of about forty 
thoufand acres of land in different provinces of America. That foil 
has during thirty-fix years been a conlfant refident in the United 
States. Before the commencement of the war, he had married a 
young lady of Philadelphia; and he lived a confiderable time in Penn- 
fylvania, on a farm which he turned to good account. But a part of 
his property became involved in confequence of debts contradled by 
his father-in-law and himfelf: he had a numerous family to provide 
for, and was unable to recover a confiderable portion of the lands to 
which he was entitled: he therefore adopted the refolution of retiring 
to that part to which his claim was the leafl cotitefted, there to live 
with economy, and patiently await the moment when, recovering his 
other pofteftions, he fhould be certain of leaving a decent fortune to 
his children. He has loft his firft wife, and married a fecond at 
Katfkill, by whom he already has three children. He has fix others 
by the former marriage, of whom two have long been and ftill con¬ 
tinue in the Britifh fervice. 

His prefence has confiderably enhanced the value of his lands, of 
which he has fold all that he did not choofe to retain in his own 
pofieffion. The price is from three to fix dollars the acre, according 
to their fituation. The foil is in general good. He has eredted a 
corn-mill, a faw-mill, and one for grinding tanner’s bark. Thefe he 
keeps in his own hands; and he feems to condudt his affairs with 
a confiderable portion of intelligence. Major Prevoft, a native of 
-Switzerland, has all the franknefs of an honeft Switzer and of a 
genuine honeft Englifhman. He appears to be an excellent father ; 
of which his prefent mode of life is a proof. He is beloved by his 
neighbours, feems juft and impartial in his opinions, fpeaks well of the 
American government, and is a good-natured and agreeable man. 
Pie has difplayed a noble inftance of generofity and fenfibility in the 
notice he has taken of a diftrefted Frenchman, a moniicur Rouere, 
whom he difcovered at Hudfon in extreme poverty. This French¬ 
man, 
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man, formerly a marechal-des logis in the king’s body-guard, and now 
fixty years oi age, has a<51ed like a man of honour and delicacy, and, 
far from trelpaffing on the generous difpofition of Mr. Prevoft, de¬ 
clines his kindneffes as far as he can. Three hundred dollars re¬ 
ceived from his family, together with a fum raifed by the fale of fome 
watches and articles of jewellery which he had brought with him, have 
enabled him to purchafe a fmall farm of thirty acres, of which only 
fifteen are cleared. Here he labours from morn to night like a young 
man, contents himfelf with the fuftenance of milk and potatoes, for¬ 
gets his misfortunes, and renders himfelf worthy of the efteem of all 
thofe who fet any value on delicacy of fentiment. 

The late treaty with England has infpired Mr. Prevofl with the 
hope of regaining pofifeflion of all the lands to which his title is dif 
puted by the ftates in which they lie, or by different individuals who 
have ufurped them under various pretexts, and hold them without any 
real right. But this will require a fucceflion of fteady exertions con¬ 
tinued during feveral years : it will be necefifary to attend the various 
tribunals before which thofe claims will be brought under difeuffion, 
and to urge the fpeed of lawyers who are heavily laden with bufinefs. 
Many of his opponents who have taken pofTefiion of his lands, are in¬ 
fluential men : he is the fon of a Britifh general, and has himfelf borne 
arms in America in oppofition to the revolution : he has two fons in 
the fervice of England : all thefe fa&s, I grant, do not in the leaft im¬ 
pair the jufrice of Mr. Prevoft’s claims, which to me appear incontro¬ 
vertible : butjuftice is what people often find it molt difficult to ob¬ 
tain from the minifters of juftice, efpecially in this country when the 
queftion relates to lands ; and Major Prevofl: muft unavoidably have 
to encounter numerous prejudices and prepoffeffions operating to his 
disadvantage. 

During my flay at Freehold there was no mention of politics. I 
could eafily guefs the political fentiments of the major and his fa¬ 
mily : but, if I had entertained any doubt on the fubjedt, it would have 

been 
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been completely removed by obferviog the avidity with which they 
read Peter Porcupine *. 

On the whole, it is impoflible to experience any-where greater 
civilities than I received from Major Prevoft and his family, accom¬ 
panied by great fimplicity, and by that pleafing manner which renders 
fuch behaviour ftill more agreeable. My ftay with them was pro¬ 
longed by a flight indifpofition, which afforded me a new proof of the 
intereft that Monfleur Guillemard feels for me. At this time he was 
at Albany, where being informed of my illnefs, he haftened to me 
with" a friendly kindnefs which in him is invariable ; for he fhews 
greater conftancy in his affections than in his projects. This little 
ficknefs was only a tertian fever, of which I have experienced feveral 
attacks during the courfe of my travels, and from which, on this as on 
former occafions, I was relieved by flrong dofes of Jefuits’ bark. 


KATSKILL. 


The road from Freehold to Katfkill is all bordered with habitations 
more or lels recent, but all of very late date. Land however is fold at 
pretty high prices in this trad. At Singlekill, where we dined on the 
3lft of October, on our way from Freehold to Katfkill, the price of 
uncleared ground is from fix to feven dollars the acre; farms, having 
one fourth cleared, are fold at ten or twelve. 

Intermittent fevers are very common in thefe parts in the autumnal 
feafon ; and it is even afferted that during the laft three years they have 
been more than ufually frequent. They had been very prevalent at 
the commencement of the fettlement, and had become lefs fo for fome 
years back. As the inhabitants can affign no reafon for this return of 


A Philadelphia paper conduced by an Engliihman, which firft made its appearance 

unng e a jeai, and in which, amid a torrent of outrages and calumnies promifcuoufly 

poured out w,th fome wit but much vulgarity, agamft every individual who is not enrolled 

un er re trig i anner, it is laid down as an axiom of political doarine that America 

< ll ° etter * an t0 phice herfelf in a ftate of dependence on the cabinet of Saint 
James s. 
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infalubrity, they attribute it to “ fomething in the air. But what 
happens here is very utual in new countries, which, until they be en¬ 
tirely or in great meafure cleared, become more unhealthy, probably 
in confequence of the exhalations from the putrid fubftances with 
which the earth is covered, and from the ffagnant waters, to which 
the adtion of the fun is admitted by the partial clearance of the foil. 

Monfieur Guillemard and I—for we now travel together—had a 
letter from Major Prevoft to Mr. Bogardus, his father-in-law. The 
latter is, alfo an old American royalift, an enthufiaftic admirer of Peter 
Porcupine, and imprefled with a; belief that America would be much 
more rich and profperous and happy if (he {fill enjoyed the honour of 
belonging to his majefty George the Third. But, confdered in every 
other lia;ht, he is a generous and excellent man, extremely holpi table, 
and one with whofe behaviour we have the greateft reafon to be fatis- 
fied. He inhabits a fmall houfe on the oppofite bank of the creek to 
that on which {lands the little town of Katfkill. To this houfe is at¬ 
tached a farm of three hundred acres. He purchafed the whole for 
three thoufand dollars fix years fince, and could now fell the property 
for ten thoufand. It is true he has made confiderable improvements 
on the fpot: at the time of his purchafe there were only eight houfes 
in the town, whereas at prefent it contains about a hundred, of which 
fome have a good appearance. 

Seven velfels, moftly {loops, belong to this little town, and are con- 
flantly palling and repaffing between Katfkill and New-York. A 
{ingle brig, of a hundred and fifty tons’ burden, is employed during the 
winter in the Weff-India trade, and even goes to Europe : it is owned 
by Mr. Jenkins, of Hudfon. 

Katfkill, like all the other towns fimilarly lituated, receives the pro¬ 
duce of the back country : but a natural gap in the Blue Mountains, 
which obliquely feparate the countries watered by the Sufquehannah 
at the commencement of its courfe from thofe watered by the North- 
River between Albany and Katfkill, renders the communication with 
this latter place more eafv. 


We 
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We have been informed that pot and pearl alh, which are a con- 
fiderable article in the trade of new countries under clearance, are 
brought to Katlkill from the didance of above a hundred and fifty miles. 
The pot-alh is fold at prefent for a hundred and leventy-five dollars the 
ton. The ufual price is a hundred. To produce a ton of pot-alh, are re¬ 
quired from five to feven hundred bufhels of alhes, acording to their 
quality : and, in all the parts which I have lately traverfed, the alhes 
are fold at one Ihilling the bulhel. The pot-alh is infpedted before it 
be admitted to exportation : yet, whether through want of lkill of 
want of ftriflnefs in the infpe<dor, it is often found to contain lime. If 
is diftinguilhed into fil'd and lecond quality. Salt beef is didinguifhed 
into prime, fecond, and ordinary; pork, into prime and ordinary. 

Katlkill is built on a little hill which leparates Katlkill creek frotEt 
the North-River, into which the former dilcharges its dream at the 
extremity of the hill. The majority of the houles are fituate on the 
fide next the creek, where the embarkations take place; Come how¬ 
ever are on fide next the great river. The property of the ground on 
which the town Hands is difputed by three claimants j but the polTefi. 
fion is held by one of the parties, Clark and company, by virtue of an 
old patent that he has furchafed, and on which the others ground 
their claim. Meantime the inhabitants hold their lot under Clark, 
whom they confider as the lawful proprietor. But this exifting dif- 
putei which the others are in no hade to bring to a decifion, presents 
many perfons from coming forward as purchafers. The lots, how¬ 
ever, produce a good price, whenever they are expofed to tale: they 
contain each half a rood, and are fold fo high as three hundred and 
feventy-five dollars. The mouth of the cr^ek is not more than a 
quarter of a mile dillant from the town. ... , . 1 

Katlkill Hands at the didance of a hundred and twenty miles' .from 
New-York > and the waters, which during the prevalence of the ftrong 
foutherly winds become abfolntely fait, are at all times of the year 
brackilh. The tide goes up as far as Hudfon. :»» • .! 

- Workmen at Katlkill are paid thirteen dollars per month, anfl /Hre 
‘ ■ i Vol. II. Gg not 
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not eafily procured. Here is a regular market, where beef is fold at 
eight pence the pound. 

' Along the North-River is carried on a great trade in planks: but 
here, as in MalTachufetts and the diftria of Maine, the planks do not 
contain twice the thicknefs of the boards : their dunenfions vary in. 
different places : they are an inch and half thick at Albany, an inch 
and quarter at Katfkill. It is on thefe dimenfions that all bargains are 
made which do not particularly fpecify otherwife. The boards are an 
inch thick, and, of fuch dimenlion, are fold at ten dollars per thoufand 
feet,- planks, fixteen dollars and two (hillings j fhingles, feven dollars 
and half per thoufand ; barrel-ftaves, feventeen dollars and half. The 
flaves are of oak ; all the reft, of yellow fir. Hemlock-bark, of which 
large quantities are alfo purchafed for the tanneries of the country and 
thofe of New-York, is fold at four dollars the cord. At Katfkill are 
built the (loops employed in the trade between that place and New- 
York. At prefent their price is from forty-three to forty-five dol¬ 
lars per ton, ready for fea : they are generally of from feventy to 
ninety tons’ burden. 

Horfe-races are common in the date of New-York. ' There was 
one beyond the river on the day that we flopped at Katfkill. Al¬ 
though it was but an indifferent race, and this part of the country is 
not inhabited by wealthy people, the bets made on the occafion exceeded 
the fum of four thoufand dollars. The beft races are faid to be at 
Poughkedpfie, at the diftance of fifty miles lower down : they take 
place on regularly ftated days, and I have been affured that the wagers 
fometimes amount to eight thoufand dollars. The horfes that run 
there are ufed for no other purpofe $ and their price is from twelve to 
fixteen hundred dollars. We have alfo been informed that the drifted 
honour does not prevail at thofe races. 

Katfkill, fo denominated by the Dutch who made the firft fettle- 
ment on the fpot, was, by the Indians, called Katfketed, which in their 
language fionified “ a fortified place.” No foundation for that name 
can he difcovexed in the appearance of the country : and it is more- 
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over well known that the Indians, efpecially at that time, eredled no 
fortifications. The great quantity of human bones, hatchets, toma¬ 
hawks, and arrows, found buried in the earth around Katikill, prove 
at lead that this place formerly was the principal feat of fome confi- 
derable tribe. 

The cultivation of the foil in the vicinity of Katikill is indifferent; 
the lands do not, on an average of years, produce above twelve bufhels 
of wheat per acre, though the foil is tolerably good. Thofe belonging 
to Mr. Bogardus, having greater attention bellowed on them, yield 
him from thirty to thirty-five. 

Tbeie has occurred this year on a part of his efbate a pretty re¬ 
markable phenomenon. All this trad of country is a fucceffion of 
little hills, or rather fmall elevations, detached from each other, and 
only comreded a little at the bales. One of thofe hills, the neared to 
Katfkill-cieek, and elevated about a hundred feet above the level of 
the creek, fuddenly fuffered a finking of more than one half of its 
declivity. It might have meafured about a hundred and fifty feet 
from its fummit to the extremity of its bafe, following the line of in¬ 
clination. A breadth of about eighty fathoms fell in, beginning at 
about three or four fathoms from the top. The funken part gave 
way all on a fudden, and fell fo perpendicularly that a flock of fheep, 
feeding on the fpot, went down with it without being overturned. 
The trunks cf trees that remained on it in a half-rotten date were 
neither unrooted nor even inclined from their former direction, and 
now hand at the bottom of this chafm of above four acres in extent, 
in the fame perpendicular pofition, and on the fame foil. However* 
as there was not fufficient fpace- for. all this body of earth, which be¬ 
fore had lain in a Hope, to place itfelf horizontally between the two 
parts of the hill that have not quitted their flation, fome parts are 
cracked and as it were furrowed. But a more linking circumdance 
is, that the lower part of the hill, which has preferved its former 
ape, has been puflied and thrown forward by the finking part 
ma-m it^e room that its bafe has-advanced five or fix fathoms 

beyond a fmall nyulet which before flowed at the didance of above 
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ten fathoms from it—and that it has even entirely flopped the courfe 
of its flream. The greated elevation of the chafm is about fifty or 
fixty feet: in its fides it has difcovered a blue earth exhibiting all the 
charadleridics of marl, and which, from the different experiments 
that Mr. Bogardus has made with it in feveral parts of his edate, feems 
to poflefs all its virtues. In fome of the drata of this marl is found 
fulphat of lime in minute cryftals. 

It is not known what may have been the caufe of this event, which 
the people here attribute to the operation of water, without well 
knowing why ; for the inhabitants of Katfkill are neither deep-read, 
nor verfed in natural philofophy, nor addidted to obfervation. This 
linking took place on the fird of June of the prefent year, unattended 
by any noife, at lead by any that was diffidently loud to be heard 
either at Mr. Bogardus’s houfe which is but three hundred fathoms 
didant from the fpot, or in the town, which is feparated’from it only 
by the narrow dream of the creek. 

Mr. Bogardus does not bedow on his neighbours fo favourable a 
chara&er as I have heard given to the inhabitants of the country in 
every other part of America : he defcribes them as mifchievous and 
thievifh ; I know not whether upon good grounds, or whether he 
does not extend to the whole neighbourhood this general accufation of 
thieviflinefs in confequence of a few apples and peaches that have 
been dolen from him—or whether his prediledlion for England may 
not have peifonally expofed him to fome unpleafant treatment. 

One fa£l however may be adduced in fupport of Mr. Bogardus’s 
opinion. A bridge over a creek at two miles from Katfkill has lately 
been burned ; and the country people think the deed was perpetrated 
with a view of promoting the private intered of a particular inn. 

KINGSTON. 

A wifh to avoid the inconvenience of twice more eroding the 
North-River induced us to prefer the wedern road, though lels fre¬ 
quented than the other. Between Katlkill and Kingdon the road all 

along 
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along runs between that beautiful river to which the traveller often 
approaches, and the Katflull mountains, which are feveral miles 
diftant. As far as Sagodus-creek, the country is thickly inhabited 
in many places the farms are of confiderable extent: the banks of the 
river are almoft everywhere laid out in meadows; the lands farther 
diftant are appropriated to the produftion of grain of evety kind. You 
frequently difcover very beautiful prafpefts ■- extenfive, agreeable, 
rich, on the fide toward the river—ferious, romantic, magnificent, 
toward the mountains, whofe forms are grand and variegated. You 
pafs Sagodus-creek in an indifferent boat, and enter a foreft of white 
pines growing on a fandy plain, from which you do not emerge till 
within two miles of Kingfton, that is to fay, for the fpace of fev & en or 
eight miles. i 1 • r , . ,-f, % ; • \ 

Kingfton—formerly called Efopus, a name ftill ufed by the country 
people is the chief town of Ulfter county, and built on a creek of 
that name (the fame which at fome diftance aftumes the appellation 
of Sagodus, and which we had palled in the morning) in a beautiful 
little plain bounded on the weft by that fame mafs of mountains 
which here too are ftill called the Katlkill mountains. The place of 
embarkation is two miles lower down, near the North-River, at 
the mouth of Redout-creek. This town was burned on the fif¬ 
teenth of October 1777 by general Vaughan, who had no other motive 
for his conduft than the luft of devaluation. At that time it contained 
a hundred and forty houfies : nor did more than a fingle barn eficape ; 
from the effects of his infernal barbarity. • That expedition, which 
none of the inhabitants had expected, deprived them of every article 
contained m their houfies ; and they were unable to fiave any thino- 
except their lives. In the courfie of the fame autumn two or three 
houfies were already rebuilt, and the remainder were reftored in the 
ollowing fummer. As they were almoft all ftone houfies, the former 
walls had remained ftanding, and facilitated this fipeedy renovation of 
the town. It now confifts of about a hundred and fifty houfes, and 
carries on the fame kind of trade as the other towns fituated, like 

it. 
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it, oil the weftern tank of the North-River; out not being fo conve¬ 
niently circumftancsd as Katfkill for communication with the back 
country, its commece is lefs extenfive ; though this will be confider- 
ably increaled by the natural operation of time in fpreading population 
through thofe trails, which are now for the greater part un-inhabited. 

Six floops belong to the town, which are employed in carrying to 
New-York the produce that it receives, iome articles of which, as 
timber, beef, pprk, corn, do not come from a greater,diflance than 
between thirty and thirty-five miles. Flax-feed is brought from the 
banks of the eafteiu branch of Delaware, that is to fay from the dif- 
tance of feventy rqilcs. As far as the mountains, the lands which environ 
the town, and are called Fiats,: are of the befl quality, and are fold 
for ninety dollars tie acre ; thofe which lie toward the centre of the. 
Flats, from five to'thirty-five dollars. The 'inhabitants of the town 
being for the mofl {art of Dutch defcent, the Low Dutch language is 
more familiar here than the Englifh. There is no regular market in 
this town, though :t contain a fchool, an academy, a court-houfe, a 
prifon, and a Dutch-Lutheran church. .When beef can be procured, 
it coils fix pence the pound. 

We had letters O Mr. Van Grofbeck, one of the principal fho:p- 
keepers in the town, and formerly a member of Congrefs. To thofe 
letters we were indebted for an invitation to tea, the fmoking of fome 
fegars, a few glafle; of wine, and a great portion of complaifance in 
anfwering our queflions: but this part of- the country furnifhes few 
objeits of inquiry. Mr. Van Grofbeck feems a good kind of man, 
and very temperate,in his politics, which appear to intereft him lefs 
than the concerns of his fhop. An old phyfician, on the contrary, 
whom we met at Lis houfe, be flows more attention on politics than 
on medicine. He is a decided republican, whofe fufpicious diflrufl 
feems incapable of being allayed. He bears a name which is cele¬ 
brated in the annali of liberty—that of De Witt—and fays he is de¬ 
fended from the famous John De Witt. \ 

Mr. Van Grofbeck, in principle a federalifl, but very tolerant in his - 

politics, 
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politics, is-the intimate friend of Colonel Burr, whofe portrait, exe¬ 
cuted by a lad of the town, he has hanging over his chimney-piece. 
Mr. Burr, having difcovered in that youth a great difpofition for 
painting, procured for Mm fitch leifons in the art as America was 
capable of affording, and has, at his own expenfe, lately fent him to 
Fiance and Italy to ffudy the great models and receive the beffinftruc- 

tions. The life of .Colonel .Burr is marked with fimilar traits of bene¬ 
ficence and generality. 

From our windows we difcover, though above feven miles diftant, 
the light of a conflagration in the woods, which has already lafted 
eight days. Such accidents are very frequent in the clearing of lands 
by the aid of fire. The llighteft inattention fuffers the blaze" to fpread 
beyond the intended bounds: in'which cafe it is impoffible to ex'- 
tinguifh it, efpecially at this time when the drought and the fallino- 
of the leaves furnifh it with the means of rapdly extending its ra¬ 
vages. It alio frequently happens that conflagrations are caufed in the 
woods by the hunters, who, for the purpofe of nore certainly killing 
the deer, furround with fire the places where they fuppofe them to be! 
Some of thefe lines of fire are feveral miles in circumference: their 
breadth is inconfiderable ; for, however narrow they may be, the deer 
never crofs them. The hunters generally adopt the neceffary precau¬ 
tions to prevent the flame from communicating: but fometimes thofe 
precautions are negleM: fometimes alfo, although they have been 
obferved, a fudden wind fpreads the fire, which often confumes the 
en ire inclofuie, and even great trails beyond its counds, involving in 
e conflagration all the fettlements and houfes it meets in its way, 
and thus reducing many families to ruin. * 

Lime-ftone is very common in this part: tie inhabitants have 
already begun to burn large parcels of it, and fend it to the treivh- 
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The freight of corn from Kingfton to New-York is Six pence par 

bulhel; to Albany, it is ten pence. A 

A confiderable traffic M» fait fi(h is carried on at Kingfton. The 
fmall bav near the landing-place facilitates the filhery of (had, hemngs, 
and felmon, which come up HudfonVRiver in abundance m the 
fpring fealon, and to the catching of which the inhabitants of this 
trad! are more attentive than thofe of any other part on the banks of 
that river. 

NEW-PATTZ. 

We were informed at Kingfton, that, in purfuing the road which 
runs at the greater diftance from the river, we ftiould have no creeks 
to pafs, and :fhould find good inns. We came, however, to Walkiil- 
creek, which we were obliged to crofs in a boat lo full of water, 
that, notwithftanding our caution, we were compelled to fit on horfe- 
back during the paflage : and, inftead of good inns, we found only a 
wretched tippling-houfe. The. road approaches the fame mafs of 
mountains which we faw yefterday under the name of the Katfkill 
mountains, but which here are called by that of Ohangung. The 
country in general confifts of beautiful and fertile plains, but fome- 
times interfperfed with fandy, trads, and woods of little value. 

The Walkiil is the fame creek which at Kingfton bears the appel¬ 
lation of Redout-kill. In the Low-Dutch language, kill fignifies creek: 
and, as the Dutch were the fir.ft. fettlers of the ftatemf New-York, 
and more particularly afterward of the weftern bank of the North- 
River, fuch towns, mountains, and creeks,, a? have not preferved their 
original Indian names,, have for the moft part repeived. Dutch appel¬ 
lations. The country bordering .on the Walkiil is, to a confiderable 
diftance back,.annually Infefted with.autumnal intermittent, fevers. 

New-Pattz is almoft univerfally inhabited by families of French 
extraaiqn, whole ancestors, having emitted France on account of their 
religion, tqok refuge firft in Holland, then «paffed over to Amenca, 
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and eRabliRied themfelves at Pattz, a very old fettlement founded by a 
Dutch colony. About forty years fince, thofe families quitted Pattz, 
and took up their relidencc a few miles farther, in a diRribt to which 
they have given the appellation of New-Pattz. They now preferve 
no other charattcriftics of their Gallic origin than a traditional recol- 
ledlion of, and a fond attachment to, the land that gave birth to their 
progenitors. Their names, Rill remaining the fame, are written and 
pronounced after the Dutch manner. Thefe people do not underftand 
a word of French, but fpeak bad Dutch and bad Englifli: there is 
nothing in their manners by which an obferver may be reminded ot 
the country whence they have originated : they are dull torpid Hol¬ 
landers, as lavage as all the other inhabitants of the country whom 
wc have met fince our palfage of the North-River. Their religion 
is the Dutch reformed. Each of thefe families, in fome inRances 
even the pooreR, has one or two negroes or negrelfes; flavery being 
as Rri&ly maintained in the Rate of New-York as in that of Virginia; 
with this difference, however, that, as (laves are lefs numerous here, 
they are much better treated. The price at which they are fold is 
four hundred dollars for a full-grown man; half that price for girls. 
Thefe (laves are not baptifed or inRrudled in religion, but are in that 
refpedl kept in the lowed Rate of degradation. The quakers and 
anabaptiRs who conRitute a part of the population of new Pattz, 
have no (laves. 

The lands in the neighbourhood are good; and their price is from 
(ixteen to twenty dollars the acre. Their produce is conveyed to 
KingRon, but oftener to New-York. They are for the greater part 
laid down in meadows, and feed abundance of cattle. The meadow 
hulbandry does not continue longer than three years, after which 
fucceeds a crop of grain. The culture of the grain is bad, and the 
lands do not produce above ten or twelve buRiels per acre, or twenty- 
five bulhels of Indian co. n. The price of grain here is regulated by that 
in the New-York market: it is at prefent thirteen (hillings the bufliel: 
Indian corn is at a dollar and half. During the laR (bring, hay was 
Vol.II. Hh fold 
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fold at five dollars per tfioufand-weight: its ufual price is from three 
to four. 

Workmen are not eafily procured here ; becaufe, as loon as they 
have been able to amafs a little money, they go to the new countries 
and become farmers themfelves. They muft be paid from ten to 
twelve dollars per month, and fometimes two dollars a day in the 
harveft-time. The greater part of the immigration to thefe new 
countries is from beyond the river, and fiom the ftate Oi New-York 
itfelf. 

Complaints are made here, as in every other place through which 
we have palTed, of the extreme drought, which dries up all the waters, 
and reduces the greater number of the mills to a ftate of inactivity. 

NEWBURG AND NEW-WINDSOR. 

The road from New-Pattz to Newburg is a continued fuccefiion of 
inequalities. It croffes all the hills which feparate this part of the 
country from the North-River. The country is thickly peopled, and 
exhibits pretty confiderable farms, and vaft barns, aln.oft univeifally 
furrounded with ricks of hay. The lands are for the moft part kept in 
meadows : but, each farm containing within its boundaries different 
expofures of high and low land, a portion is always as regularly devoted 
to the plough. Such is the praClice in the generality of the farms on 
the weft fide of the river, and to fome diftance back. 

Newburg, which alfo lies in Ulfter county, is built on the bank of 
the river, and lituate at the diftance of four miles below the extremity 
of the Highlands. The back countries of which this town receives 
the produce being more thickly inhabited than thofe that lupp'iy the 
other towns through which we have hitherto paffed, its trade with 
New-York is more extenfive than theirs. Yet only fix floops belong 
to Newburg : but thofe floops, on account of the fmall diftance of 
New-York, perform almoft twice as many voyages as thofe even of 

Katfkill, which lies only fixty miles higher. The produce from the 

banks 
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banks of the weftern branch of Delaware comes alfo to Newburg by 
roads which are faid to be very good. It is averred that above ten 
thoufand cafks of butter are annually (hipped at Nevvburg and New- 
Windfor. The quantity has even been greater this year, and muft 
receive a further increafc from the extenfion of the iettlements and 
the improvements in agriculture. 

New-Windfor neverthelefs is in a (late of decreafe ; a great bar, 
which renders the approach to it tedious and difficult, caufing a pre¬ 
ference to be given to Newburg, which will, it is probable, entirely 
abforb the trade of the former place. Notwithftanding this difadvan- 
tage, New-Windfor ftili has two or three floops employed in conftant 
voyages to and from New-York. That town, fituate in Orange- 
county and two miles below Newburg, confifts only of about forty 
houfes 5 whereas Newburg contains at leaf! four times that number, 
almoft all built lince the war. There were not twenty erefted on the 
lpot when General Waftiington made it his head quarters in 177Q. 

The profpeft here is grand. To the left, the eye follows through 
an extenfive fpace the majeftic courfe of this beautiful river, bordered 
in its whole length by little hills of variegated forms and all well cul¬ 
tivated :—in front it commands a view of the river two miles in 
breadth, and of the hills on the other fide, well cultivated like wife and 
thickly inhabited : behind thefe, rife the mountains which a little 
farther form the Highlands, and which, though very elevated, 
are alfo covered with farms, houfes, and cultivation more to the 
right, the eye penetrates the narrow channel which the river has form¬ 
ed for its paftage through thefe lofty and beautiful mountains, and dis¬ 
covers the fortifications of Weft-Point: farther, to the right, the view 
is intercepted by that fame chain of mountains which recede in waning 
perfpe&ive to the weft, where they join the Alleghany ridge. The 
inhabitants of Newburg are almoft univerfally immigrants from New- 
England. We are informed here that Orange-county is peopled by 
Iriffi and Germans, who are all induftrious and good farmers. 

At New-York a houfe is building for the college called the academy. 

Hh 2 The 
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The expenfe is defrayed by the prefbyterians, ’ who, having for this 
purpofe obtained the endowment of an extenfive traft of land granted 
to the epifcopalians in the time of the Britilh government, thus fultil 
the condition annexed to that donation. 1 his academy receiv.es moie 
over the annual fum of four or five hundred dollars from the funds 
deflined by the ftate of New-York for the fupport and encouragement 

The price of every article has rifen here ; as in all other parts of 
America, fince the commencement, of the war. Workmen are fcarcc; 
and their wages are from twelve to fifteen dollars per month. Beet 
cofts eight pence the pound; a pair of oxen, from eighty to a hundred 

dollars j a good cow, twenty-five. . 

We had a letter from Mr. Van Grofbeck of Kmgfton for Mr. Seight, 
a lawyer of New'burg, from whom we experienced more civilities than 
fervices; for he c^uld not in fix-and-thirty hours procure us a fmak 
boat to convey us to Weft-Point, whither we had fent our hortes 
acrofs the mountains. We were obliged to wait tor the garrifons 
boat, which was fent to us by the commanding officer when he found 

that we did not arrive. 


PASSAGE OF THE NORTH-RIVER IN THE HIGHLANDS. 

The navigation from Newburg to Weft-Point prefents one of the 
moft grand and majeftic views that can be feen in any part of the 
world? The river, exceeding two miles in width, narrows its ftream 
to pafs between the mountains, in a channel whofe breadth is not 
more than half a mile. The mountains through which it forces its 
way, though not very lofty, exhibit the moft beautiful, the moft varie¬ 
gated, and the moft majeftic forms. In fome places we behold mattes 
of rock towering in perpendicular altitude, and threatening each mo¬ 
ment to crufh in their fall whatever paffes beneath their feet. In other 
parts their form is more inclined : but here they are lefs naked, and 

hear a few. oaks, a few pines, a few cedars, which grow on the rocks, 

though 
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though the eye cannot difcover the earth which nourishes them. 
Again, thefe great mountains recede from each other, and their place 
on the banks of the ftream is occupied by little hills, of fertile foil, and 

# r 

m many parts cultivated. The river inceffantly winds through thefe 
different mountains: and the profped here is incomparably more 
beautiful than that of the junction of the Potowmack and the Shenan¬ 
doah in the Blue-Ridge. 

Weft-Point is in the narroweft part of this paftage, which is eighteen 
miles in length. It is a promontory which advances a conliderable 
way into the natural bed of the river, and forces the ftream in a for¬ 
ward direction, where another mountain on the oppoiite fhore prefents 
to it an obftacle equally unfurmountable, and drives it back to the fide 
which it had quitted ; fo that the water abfolutely furrounds this fpot, 
which, by its polition, commands the navigation of that great river. Its 
channel at Weft-Point does not exceed a quarter of a mile in breadth. 
This is the poft that General Arnold intended to betray o General 
Clinton. The former at that time commanded the advanced guard of 
the American army; and the accomplifhment of his fcheme would 
for a long time have retarded the termination of the war. I have 
feen the houfe in which the interviews took place between that traitor 
and the unfortunate major Andre : it was that where Arnold had his 
head-quarters; it Hands at the diftance of a mile from Weft-Point, 
and on the oppofite bank. 

WEST-POINT. 

This poft is nearly in the fame ftate at preftnt in which it was 
during the war. Fort-Putnam—which ftands on the fiimmit of the 
mountain, and of which the object was to cut off all approach to Weft- 
Point from behind, as well as to fupport fome ftill farther advanced 
intrenchments on the neighbouring mountains—had been begun in 
mafon s work by the celebrated and unfortunate Kofciulko, at that time 
employed as an engineer in the American army. That fortification 

was 
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was continued two years fince by Monfieur Vincent, a French en¬ 
gineer, and upon an excellent plan. But thirty-five thou fa nd dollars 
expended on it by Monfieur Vincent have been no better than a ufelefs 
expenditure, fince the further fum of forty-five thoufand, recjuifite for the 
completion of that great and interefting work, has been refufed and 
the fine ere£tions in ftone which are half finithed, together with the 
cafemates which are only commenced, remain expofed to the inclemen¬ 
cies of the fevere winters of this climate, which will fpeedily deftroy 
thofe walls unlefs Congrels will grant the money neceflary for at lead: 
covering them. 

In every other inftance the American government ftiow the fame 
inattention to all the grand obje<5ts of primary importance : they dis¬ 
play great zeal and launch forth into great and fometimes exceffive 
expenfes during the firft year, and afterward totally ftop the fupplies. 
Hence we fee confiderable fums lavifhed without advantage, exhibiting 
moft evident proofs of improvidence and ficklenefs in the government. 

There is no other fortification at Weft-Point, where indeed the 
hand of nature has already done fo much, that, in cafe of emergency, 
it might foon be put into a refpedtable ftate of defence. During the 
war, this part of the country, on both fides of the river, was thick- 
fown with fmall forts, of which the veftiges are ftill to be feen, and 
which, when once the Americans had eftabliftied them, the Englifh 
never ventured to approach. 

Weft-Point is the ftation of the corps of engineers and artillerifts of 
the United States, which confifts of four batallions of two hundred 
and fifty men each, and furnifties detachments for all the pofts where 
the United States entertain a military force y befides an entire batal- 
lion at prefent with the army of General Wayne in the Wefterri Terri¬ 
tory. This corps fingly conftitutes above one fourth part of the 
American ftanding army, of which the total number is only three 
thoufand four hundred men ; and, fmall as that number is, it cannot 
be completed. So eafy and comfortable are the circumftances of the 
people in America, and fuch their independence of fpirit, that—not- 

withftanding 
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withdandmg all the temptations of liberal pay, extreme facility in ob¬ 
taining furloughs, and indulgences of every kind granted to the jfol- 
diers, together with the gentlenel's of the diicipline and the ffiortnels 
of the engagements—it is found difficult to recruit that little army : 
yet, although the law of the United States ordains that none be ad¬ 
mitted into the military body except natives of America, Engliffi de- 
ferters are enlided, Germans, Iriffimen newly arrived, in fhort every 
one who prefents himfelf ; and, after all, the ranks are not filled to 
their due complement. 

I ffiall fpeak elfewhere of the pay of the American troops. The 
fault to which they are mod addicted is drunkennefs, which is fo ha¬ 
bitual that it elcapes puniffiment. Theft is very rare among the fol- 
diery, as indeed in the country in general: but to filch provifions or 
liquor is not confidered as theft: it is a fort of cudomary privilege at 
which the officers are obliged to connive, but which neverthelefs does 
not extend to the dealing of live poultry, ffieep, or other animals ; al¬ 
though it would not be quite fate to leave thole fame animals expo fed, 
when dead and hanging up ready for ufe. Defertions fometimes 
happen, but in no confiderable number. The term of fervice was 
heretofore three years ; it is now extended to five ; and the bounty for 
enlidment is fourteen dollars. 

One mud not expea to find the American troops well trained or 
remarkable for neatnefs: a European eye is Ihocked by their want of 
cleanlinefs and their unfoldierlike appearance. But thefe are defe6ls 
anfing from the nature of the country; and the recruitino- fervice 
would proceed dill more flowly, if greater drianefs were uled to re¬ 
medy them. This corps is exercifed as the other troops, but with no 
greater fuccefs. They are alfo taught to fire cannon and mortars; 
and this is the branch to which the chief attention is paid. The offi¬ 
cer, however, knows little more of the bufinefs than the private fol- 
ier. an t e government dues not adopt any meafures to provide that 
none but fkilful officers be admitted, which indeed it would be difficult 
accomphlh in this country —nor even to have them indruaed after 

their 
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their admiffion, which would be an eafier talk. The corps of officers, 
firft eftablifhcd about two years fince, is compofcd ot men of all coun- 
tries. Such of them as we have feen are men of advantageous appear¬ 
ance, and feemed to be very good company: but thcie were only ten 
in number; and we have been informed that all the others do not m 
thefe particulars refcmble them. The officers are paid from thirty-five 
to feventy dollars per month, with the addition of a greater or fmaller 
number of rations according to their grade. They are lodged in fmall 
houfes irregularly built on an extenfive efplanade at the loot of the 
mountains, where they have better accommodations than the French 
officers ever have had in barracks. The commanding officer is Monitor 
de Rochefontaine, who ferved in the army of the United States during 
the entire period of the war. He has lincc been in the French fer- 
vice ; and he poffeffes much greater knowledge and fkill than any of 

his officers. . 

I know not why the little army of the United States, confifting of 

three thoufand four hundred men, is not exclufively compofed of ar¬ 
tillerifts, and, efpecially, provided with a greater number of officers. 
In time of peace, thofe artillerifts might occupy the frontier pofts as 
ufefully as any other troops : they would even be more ferviceable, 
fince the occupation of thofe pofts is entirely a fervice of defence, and 
a fmall detachment of artillery is ftationed in each. The place of the 
regiments now on foot, which are not artillery, would be completely 
iupplied in war-time by the militia or continental troops which then 
muft be raifed or aftembled; and thus the United States would at leaf; 
poffefs an effetfive force of three thoufand four hundred artillerifts, 
whofe pay would not coft them more than that of the other legiments. 

But_again be it remarked—the American government betray the 

utmoft improvidence, careleftnefs, and ignorance, in eveiy branch, and 
efpecially in what concerns the military department. It is a frivolous 
excufe to fay that the executive power is cramped by the Congrefs: 
that may indeed be the cafe with refped to the expenfes required for 
the fupport of a more numerous army, or even for the ereftion and 

maintenance 
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maintenance of the neceffary fortifications : but it is not, it cannot be, 
true with refped to the moft ufeful mode of employing the fums 
granted. 

x here is alto at Weft-Point a ftnall atlenal containing between fix 
and feven thou land ftand of arms. It is kept in much worfe order 
than that of Springfield. Forty pieces of cannon, of all fizes, -and 
auout the fame number of carriages, many of which were not made 
ici the pieces, are kept at Weft-Point, partly in the ftores, partly plant¬ 
ed in various places for the defence of this and the furrounding pofts, 
which would require above a hundred. Probably a time may come 
when more capable men will be placed at the head of the different de¬ 
partments, and when thefe objeds of primary importance will engage 
moie ferious confideration. But meanwhile much valuable time is 
loft, and nearly all the expenfe incurred is fruitlefs. 

It may be deemed furprizing that the military fyftem of England is 
that which is followed in this little handful of an army. Jn the firft 
place, it is in itfelf a moft wretched model for imitation : and befides it 
would have beep .both proper and ufeful for the American government 
to break through the Englifh habits, in this inftance in particular, and 
efpecially for the purpofe of adopting fomething better. The army is 
alfo dreffed in Englifh cloth ; and, what is ftill more remarkable, the 
mufkets which the contradors have undertaken to furnifh, and which 
are made after the ancient French model of 1763, are imported from 
ngland in pieces ready made, as locks, hammers, cocks, bayonets, &c. 
The contrador finds his advantage in this management on account of 

t ie ig price of workmanfhip in America ; and he is buffered to follow 
his own plan. 


VERPLANCK-POINT. 

Monfieur de Rochefontaine, after having given Monfieur Guille- 
, and me a very friendly reception, infilled on conveying us in his 

barge beyond the boundaries of the Highlands. This was a good op. 
VOL. II. t ; ° f 

11 portunity 







TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


.£ 4-2 

portunity of completing our examination of the whole or that intereft- 
in g part of the North-River; and with pleasure we accepted his oblig¬ 
ing offer. Mr. Lowel,- adjutant-general of the corps, and friend of a 
rich inhabitant who refided at the place where our navigation termi¬ 
nated, propofed to condudl us to his friend s houfe, affunng us that we 
fhould be joyfully received. We were not difappointed of the pleafure 
we had promifed ourfelves from our little voyage; yet this part of the 
Highlands is much lefs beautiful than that which is paffed in going to 
Weft-Point. The mountains are here lefs elevated ; their forms lefs 
bold; the bed of the river lefs narrow : the whole, notwithftanding, 
exhibits a grand and beautiful fcene, which the eye enjoys with rap¬ 
ture, and of which the mind long retains the remembrance. 

On our way we paffed under the remains of Fort-Montgomery, car¬ 
ried by the Englifh during the laft war. Farther on, and at the mouth 
of a little creek, we faw a flour-mill, erected two years fince. The 
miller who built it was condemned by all his neighbours for the choice 
he had made of a fttuation : they aflured him-that the ftream was not 
fufficiently powerful, and that the water would often fail. Theie re- 
prefentations only encouraged him the more in the profecution of his 
plan : he knew the extent of his refources much better than his ad- 
vifers, to whole remonftrances he made no other anfwer than that of 
aivincr to his mill the name of ca ira. Accordingly, the mill con- 
tinues in motion, is conftantly employed, does a great deal of work, 
and produces a conlidcrable profit to the owner, who is a native of 
New-England. 

As to the good reception with which Mr. Lowel had flattered us, 
we found ourfelves greatly difappointed in our expectations on that fcore* 
for Mr. Verplanck could hardly have given us a worfe, unlefs he had ab- 
folutely turned us out of doors. This is the firlf time in the courfe of 
my travels in America that I ever failed to experience a hofpitable re¬ 
ception. But Mr. Verplanck had not invited us y and it of courfe was 
quite natural that he fhould have been difpleafed with our vifit: it was 
even candid in him thus to make us acquainted with his difpofition. 

Verplanck- 
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Verplanck-Point is on the eaftern bank of the North-River, it was 
in the extenfive plain behind it that the jundion was formed between 
the American and French armies in 1781, previous to their marching; 
into Virginia. On the other fide of the river, and oppofite to Ver¬ 
planck-Point, is Stony-Point, which General Wayne took from the 
Englifh at the point of the bayonet. Hjs van was commanded bv 
Monfieur Dupleffis, a French officer, whole valour and intelligence are 
not forgotten in America. 

ARRIVAL AT NEW-YORK, 

From Verplanck-Point to New-York we conflantly proceeded along 
the eaftern bank of the North-River : and travelling over very moun¬ 
tainous roads, much embarraffed with rocks, and confequently often 
bad, we hardly ever loft light of that beautiful river, which in every 
point of view prefents interefting profpeds : of thefe, the moil beauti¬ 
ful in this part is the Tappan-lea, fo called becaufe here the bed of the 
river, for the length of ten or twelve miles, extends to fuch a width as 
to refemble rather a great lake than even the greateft river. 

At length we arrived by King’s-Bridge in the illand of New-York, 
where the foil, which is in general bad, is yet covered with indifferent 
woods in the parts moil diftant from the city. There are, however, nu¬ 
merous farms, and particularly country-feats, in all the trad which lies 
within fix or feven miles of it, and in the parts bordering on the 

North-River, and on the arm of the fea which feparates this ifle from 
Long-1 (land. 


MINER A LOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 

American mineralogy, as I have already more than once remarked, 
offers few varieties for obfervation. The great mountains—that is to 
fay, the moft elevated—are generally formed of granite; as, for in- 
ftance, in my laft tour, the mountains of New Hampffiire, the Green 

I * 2 Mountains, 
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Mountains, and the Highlands. Thofe of inferior altitude fuccefllvcly 
exhibit fchiftus more or lefs perfed, flate, feldt-ipath, calcaieous ftone, 
and fome fand-ftoties of extreme hardnefs, and in a Rate of great per- 
fedion. At the diftance of eight or ten miles from New-York is a 
prfetty rich copper-mine : the ore is irregularly fcattered through a kind 
of fandy-ftone often refembling grit and fometimes the pudding-ftone. 
It yields from fixty to feventy pounds of fine copper per hundred weight. 
Previous to the revolution it ufed to be carried to England, where it bore 
a higher price than any other ore of the fame metal. Y he mine has 
been feveral times wrought, abandoned, and lefumed. At piefent 
there are workmen employed in it, who are for the moft part Germans, 
brought over from Europe for the purpofe, and paid from fifteen to 
twenty dollars per month. However excellent the copper, the com¬ 
pany cannot fell it in pigs, and are now ereding mills to roll it into 
fheets, and manufadure it into various houfehold articles. The fteam- 
engine for pumping off the water is very ill contrived, and the defed 
in its conftrudion extends its influence to the working of the mine. 
There is reafon to apprehend, that, through the want of a good me¬ 
thod and of Ikilful men to dired the works, this excellent mine will 
not prove advantageous to the company. 

TREES. 

Among the trees of various fpecies, but fimilar to thofe which 1 had 
before feen elfewhere, I have diftinguifhed the kalmia, the liquidam- 
bar, the acacia triacanthos, the black walnut, and the tulipier * which 
does not grow to any confiderable fize in a higher northern latitude 
than that of forty-two degrees. 

* I cannot learn the proper Englilh name of the tree here defignated by the French appel¬ 
lation of tulipier or tulip-tree. T. \ 
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JOURNEY TO FEDERAL-CITY IN THE YEAR 1 707- 

TOUR FROM PHILADELPHIA TO CHESTER AND WILMING¬ 
TON. 

ENNLiI and melancholy drive me from Philadelphia, and impel me to 
feek tranquillity, or at lead; amufement, in a courfe of a£livity—My 
prefent defoliation is Federal-City. This excurfion is Rill more fbli- 
tary than mv laft year’s journies, for I had then the company of my 
poor faithful dog Cartouche , who is now too old and infirm to accom¬ 
pany me; thus the fources of confolation vanifh at the moment when 
we need them mofo I fet out the 26 th of March 1707- 

Wilmington road leaves the city of Philadelphia by thofe long ftreets 
which William Penn laid down in his defign for uniting the Delaware 
and the Skuylkill; which, however, are not yet built upon to more 
than a third of their intended length. Thefe ftreets are uniformly 
railed, and the cultivated ground, whether farms or gardens, is alio 
enclofed with railing. Though the foil here is of an indifferent qua¬ 
lity, eftates are valuable j as the vicinity of the city enables the occu¬ 
pier to manure his land plentifully, and enfures him the tale of his pro¬ 
duce at the belt price. Dung is fold by the cart-load at Philadelphia, 
at about a dollar per ton : the farmers ufe it much too frefh. 

1 ou pafs the Skuylkill at Gray’s-Ferry, the road to which runs be¬ 
low Woodlands, the feat of Mr. William Hamilton : it ftands hi<*h, 
and is feen upon an eminence from the oppofite fide of the river. It 
commands an excellent profpedf, but is not to be admired for any 
thing elfe. The houfe is fmall and ill-conftrucfed, very much out of 
repair, and badly furnifhed. The garden, which is fmall, is negledf- 
ed; but in an adjoining hot-houfe Mr. Plamilton rears plants procured 
at a great expence from all parts of the world. He is proprietor of 
from three to four hundred acres of the furrounding country, which 
with fome pains and cxpence might be converted into a lucrative 

and 
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and plealant farm. His houfe and gardens woulu receive asgieat em- 
bellifhment from the neighbourhood of a good tenantry, as he would 
himfelf derive emolument from their labour; but either from indiffer¬ 
ence, or from a want of the neceffary funds to defray the firft 
expences of clearing the land, it remains uncultivated, and his houfe 
feems furrounded by a defert. No man, however, is happier to re¬ 
ceive his friends, or entertains them better, than Mr. William Hamil¬ 
ton : he is a chearful man, a mold excellent companion, and is in every 
refpedl the gentleman. 

Gray’s-Ferry itfelf prefents a mod: pleating view. The toll-houfe, 
fituated amidfl: large points of rock, which here Ikirt the fouth bank 
of the Skuylkill, the trees fcattered here and there amongft them, and 
a confiderable number of failing veffels belonging to an adjoining inn, 
form together a truly interesting fcene. This inn is a place of gene¬ 
ral refort for parties of pleafure in the fummer, and is frequently vifit- 
ed in the winter by the young people of Philadelphia, who travel there 
in fledges, dine, and fometimes pafs the night there in dancing. 

From this fpot to Chefter, however, there is not one agreeable pro- 
fpeft. The country is flat without being fmooth ; the floods render it 
uneven in fome places, but the ridges of the banks which they form 
are all of one fhape and level. The whole of the land is in a date of 
cultivation, and woods are only found in clumps. Cultivation how¬ 
ever is negledted. Several houfes built with pieces of rock, cemented 
with a mortar of earth; a few, which are the neatefl, built with bricks; 
and a great number of block-houfes; are the only objects to be met 
with. Huts formed of logs and planks of wood, as miferable as any 
that are to -be feen in the poorefl parts of France, cover the country. 
The inhabitant here is proprietor and cultivators that he lives as he 
pleafes, muft be admitted ; but in the molt remote and uninhabited 
parts of America that 1 have vifited, I have never teen a greater pro¬ 
portion of wretched habitations.. The men and women who are feen 
ifluing from their huts are badly clothed, and bear every mark of po- 
verty. The children are in rags, and almofl: naked. The prefent mo¬ 
ment 
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mcnt however is by no means favourable to the appearance of the 
country. Nothing yet appears above the ground, except the corn, of 
v uch there is but a imall quantity in this part of the country. The 
vater of the creeks, which we crofs, and that of the Delaware, which 
is frequently in fight, is muddy, and of the fame yellow colour as the 
banks which confine it; and the eternal wooden enclofures, which of 
t em e ves are lufhcient to throw a gloom over the moll; delightful 
lauufeape, add to the drearinefs of this, and to the tints of melancholy 
with which the feafon of the year colours the feene. A fmall creek 
near Cnefter lupphes Philadelphia, from its banks, with Hones which 
are ufed for paying their greets: they are carried to within a mile of 

n e 7°^ r° f the Creek Jnt ° the Delaware in Hoops, which are con- 
itantly failing to and from the city. 

Cheftcr is the chief city of the county of the fame name in the rtate 
of Pemilylyama. The court of common pleas and the quarter feffions 
of the juftices are held here. This place is celebrated in the annals of 
Pennfylvama as the fpot where the firil colonial affembly was held, in 
he December of the year 1082. Chefter contains about fixty houfes 
tolerably well bu.lt, of which five or fix are good inns, very much 
requeued by travellers and often by parties of pleafure, befides the 
ftages whrch are rncreafed upon the Balt,more road, and in the eaftern 
part of Maryland. They are alfo frequented by paffengers from vef- 
els, who dhembarlr there in preference to perilling their voyao-e uo 

fide ^Ilf^ iS 

Chefter is admired for its profpea, which is certainly extenfrve as 
ertv, built upon a r.fing ground fomewhat elevated Ibove the fur 
roun rng country, commands for a confidence di,lance , 0 2 r 1 
and e t the plan, below, and in front the Delaware with h coX 
of Jeriey beyond, ye. the eye, in running over this extenfrve view 

thofe'du’‘” S f- 8 t,rCf T field* are flat, and without 

P m, e Th TZ’ Eur ° Pe ’ them fuch a pleafrng ap¬ 

pearance. The borders of Jerfey are likewife fiat. A few mean lob 

houfes 
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houfes are juft difcernible at a very great diftance, which being fur- 
rounded by two or three acres of cleared land are, loft in the forefts 
behind them. 

During the two hours which we fpent at the inn we faw a great va¬ 
riety of travellers, the generality of whom were a civil, converfable, 
good fort of people. Throughout the whole of my extenfive travels in 
America I have feldom met with any other fort, but have always been 
-confirmed in my opinion, that the Americans are in general a well- 
-dilpofed people. It muft be underftood that I do not allude to the in¬ 
habitants, efpecially the wealthy inhabitants, of the chief cities. 

The population of Chefter amounts to about thirty thoufand fouls; 
is about fifty miles in length, and forty-five in width. There are feve- 
ral iron mines, which however, at prefent, fupply only feven or eight 
forges. A few miles beyond Chelher we enter the fmall ftate of De¬ 
laware, which is diftinguifhed by the bad ftate of the roads, and by 
the bridges, which are almoft all conftrudled of wood. The country 
becomes more mountainous ; it is covered with rocks, which are not 
even removed from the highway, although with little labour they 
might be broken into pieces, which would render the roads excellent and 
durable. Cultivation appears to be ftill more negledted here than in the 
vicinity of Pennfylvania. 1'he land is badly ploughed, the furrows are 
not even ftrait. The grounds in general are under water, though they 
-might be drained with very little trouble. The houfes are even worfe 
than the lands. From fome parts of the road, in clear weather, may 
be feen the city of Philadelphia, and the capes of the Delaware. 

Half-way from Chefter to Wilmington (lands an inn, where the 
ftage generally flops. It was kept about three years ago by an Eng- 
lilhman, a diffenter, who, in the fpirit of a demagogue, had a fign painted 
reprefenting a decapitated female, the head lying by the fide of the 
bleeding trunk; underneath which was this infcription, The guillotined 
F>ueen of France.” No authority poflefied the power of compelling him 
to take down this horrible fign, at the fight of which every body revolt¬ 
ed ; and as it was the only inn, within five miles either way, it could not 

be 
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be abandoned. However, that which the laws could not effeft, the 
public voice accomplidied. The horror excited by this infamous pic¬ 
ture was (o general, and fo loudly proclaimed, that the brutal innkeeper 
was obliged to change his fign, or at lead: to alter it. He was unwil¬ 
ling, however, to relinquilh the idea entirely. The female dill re¬ 
mained without a head, but erecd, without any trace of blood, or im¬ 
plements of execution ; and the infeription was altered to “ The Silent 
Woman. Such’was the public reparation which this man partially 
made, but he continued to be defpifed : his inn was, however, dill fre¬ 
quented, becaule, as I have before obferved, it was the only one. Since 
that period other taverns have been eftabliflied ; another innkeeper 
has fucceeded the Diffenter, and has exchanged the fign of the Silent 
Woman for that of the P rati teal Far?ner. 

I have beheld a fight tc-day which, happily, is very uncommon in 
the United States: two women left their houfes when the dage ar¬ 
rived, to fell bad apples to the pafifengers; they did not beg for money, 
but they received it. Among thefe was a woman who has fourteen 
children, all by different fathers; (he was never married,-and is unable 
to fay precifely who is the father of any of her children. Such an in¬ 
dance would be mentioned as infamous, even in our European dates ; 
but this poor woman by her own labour, and a few dollars procured 
from the chanty of paffeuge-fs, has brought up thefe fourteen children 
without becoming burihe ifome to the date, and without the lead af- 
fidance from the fathers of.thefe children, whom (he does not even 
know. This commendable attachment is fi,me little extenuation of 
the licentious ule which (he has made of her uncommon fruitfulnefs. 

Brandywine Creek feparates the hundred of Brandywine from the 

liberties of Wilmington. Thefe hundreds are in fome of the American 
dates, as m England, a divifion of the counties. The date of Dela 
ware is thus divided. They do not contain precifely one hundred 
pai ilhes, as their name feems to imply; but they form, more than thofe 
of England a part of the adminidrative hierarchy of the date of Dela- 
ware, which is divided into counties and hundreds. Each hundred 
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has its own officers chofen by itfelf. A proportion of the national 
taxes and the county rates is levied upon each hundred, and that fum, 
added to the expences of the officers of the bundled, is defrayed by an 
affelTfnent upon each individual. Some cities ootain fiom the affem- 
hly. the title of hundred, and have a magiftracy of their own : the 
jurifdiclion of cities however is not confined within the limits of their 
own walls, as in Europe, but rather reiembles that of the prelent 
municipalities of' France, extending, according to circumftances, to a 
greater or lefs diftance. 

Wilmington, though not the capital of the ftate of Delaware, or 
of the county of Newcaftle in which it is fituated, is the raoft popu¬ 
lous city in that ftate. The population is eflimated at about four 
thoufand five hundred inhabitants, exclufive of the French, who 
have arrived from the different iflands, and have increafed the popula¬ 
tion within thefe three years by three or four hundred. Wilmington, 
like Philadelphia, and many other towns in America, does not cover 
all the ground marked out for it; the houfes, though almoft all built in 
ffreets, do not join each other ; on the contrary, there are fields of a 
confiderable fize betwixt feveral of them. They are, in general, 
handfome fubftantial brick buildings, and are almoft all of them built 
in the Englilh ftyle. The town contains about four fquare miles, 
exclufive of a tradl of land not yet built upon. 

BRANDYWINE MILLS. 

At the entrance of Wilmington is fituated Brandywine, a place 
which contains the greateft part of the houfes belonging to the hundred 
of Brandywine. This village, or rather this hundred, takes its name 
from the creek which runs through it, and whofe fource is forty miles 
from the Delaware in the mountains of Pennfylvania. It is fufficiently 
rapid, and contains water enough to turn, in its courfe, from fixty to 
eighty mills, almoft all of different deferiptions, fuch as paper, powder, 
tobacco, fawing, fulling, and flour, mills, the latter of which are moft 
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numerous. The principal ones are fituated near the bridge over the 
creek. All the operations of the mills are performed by water, from 
the unlading the (loops which bring the corn, to the complete finifhing 
of the flour. Thus the facks are hoifted into the granary, the flour is 
lifted, is ground, and bolted, without the lead manual labour. The 
mills are ftmilar to thole at London bridge in England, and thofe 
which the brothers Perrier have conftrucfled at Paris near the Gros- 
caillou. The latter are firft fet in motion by a fleam engine, but as 
the fecondary motion is the principal, the mills of London and Paris 
give a fufficiently exacA idea of thele of Brandywine. There is, how¬ 
ever, in the procefs from the grinding to the bolting, a difference in 
favour of the former. At London and Paris the flour when ground 
falls into troughs, and is afterwards conveyed by the labourer to an¬ 
other part of the mill, where it is fpread, and turned by the hand to 
cool it before it is taken to be bolted: fuch at leaft was the procefs 
when I left Europe. 

At Brandywine the flour falls as it is ground upon a wooden roller, 
armed with little detached wings, which are fo arranged as to form a 
fcrew. This roller, fixed in a trough, is inclined toward? a bin in fuch a 
manner that it ferves as a condu&or to the flour, which would defcend 
too rapidly if it fell perpendicularly, and too (lowly and at intervals if 
it were merely conduced by a Ample inclined plane. A chain of fmall 
troughs, about three or four cubic inches long, dips into the bin, which 
receives the flour. This chain is inclofed in long perpendicular 
wooden cafes. It turns upon two pivots ; one of which is placed in 
the bin where the little troughs fill themfelves with the flour which 
is depofited there ; and the other on the fourth floor, where the fame 
little troughs empty themfelves, and thence defcend empty to recom¬ 
mence their perpetual operations. 

The flour, conveyed above by thefe troughs, falls on an inclined 
circular floor, in the centre of which are l'everal holes; it is there 
fpread aoout by a rake as large as the floor, the teeth of which are 
fo placed as to condu<A the flour towards the holes, through which it 
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falls, cooled, into the bolters. Thefe bolters are alfo different from 
thole ufed in France and England, as the Huff which Covers them, 
and through which the flour paffes, is a fine filk, very clolely woven. 
The millers affert, that notwithftanding they pay lix dollars an ell for 
this fluff, it is cheaper than the common bolting cloth, to which it is 
like wife to be preferred for giving a more beautiful colour to the 
flour. Thefe bolters will laft five , years in conftant ufc without any 
repair : about twelve ells of fluff is Efficient to cover them. Hitherto 
the fluff has been brought from Holland ; but a manufadory of it is 
about to be eftablifhed at Wilmington. Each pair of mills is fur- 
nifhed with its winged roller; its chain and troughs, its inclined cir¬ 
cular floor, and its bolters. This mechanif'm for conveying the flour 
from the mill-ftone to the bolter was invented five years ago by Mr. 
Evans of Philadelphia, who obtained a patent for the invention, which 
bears his name. There are three pair of mills, in this place, with 
that which we have vifited, that is to fay, fix mills and twelve mill- 
flones. I explain myfelf thus minutely to prevent miftakes. There 
are fome parts of the machinery of thefe mills, however, fuch as the 
wheels, the trundle-heads, &c. which are not fo well executed as in 

thofe of Europe. v 

The proprietor of the mill which I particularly examined is a 

quaker, of the name of Tatnall. His fon-m-law, Thomas Lea, 
took upon himfelf the trouble of fhewing me the whole of it. He is 
alfo a quaker, about thirty years of age : he is a handiome, chearful, 
adive, man. Like a true American patriot, he perfuades himfelf, 
that no-where is any undertaking executed fo well, or with fo much 
ingenuity, as in America; that the fpirit, invention, and genius, of 
Europe, are in a ftate of decrepitude (thefe are his words), whilft the 
genius of America, full of vigour, is arriving at perfedion. 

Thefe opinions are not much to be wondered at in Thomas Lea, 
who is merely a good miller; they ought rather to excite pleafure as 
the ebullitions of a patriotic enthufiafm, the indulgence of which is 

not likely to be prejudicial to him, as it does not prevent him from 

adopting 
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adopting all the good inventions of Europe, by which he may improve 
his mill. The lame error, however, is difcoverable in almoft all the 
Americans—in legiflators and magiftrates, in whom it is more baneful 
—as well as in millers. 

Thomas Lea is a molt candid and obliging man : he anfvvered all 
my queflions with great politenefs, and voluntarily imparted much in¬ 
formation, for which I could not have taken the liberty to alk. He is 
in partnerlhip with his father-in-law : their mill is not employed for the 
public, but folely in their own private fervice. It is called a flour 
manufactory. They purchafe their corn in Virginia, Maryland, and 
in the Hate of New-York, which is brought from thence x in two of 
their own Ihips ; they convert it into flour j and the fame Hoops carry 
it back again to Philadelphia, where it is fold for exportation. They 
grind about one hundred thoufand bulhels of corn yearly. The whole 
labour of the mill is performed by fix men only ; whofe chief employ¬ 
ment is to place the flour in barrels : their wages are from fix to eight 
dollars per month, with wafhing, board, and clothing. There are, 
betides, twenty-four men employed by this manufaClory for working 
the veflels, and making the barrels. The coopers work by the piece ; 
they can earn a dollar per day, but board and clothe themfelves. 
Tatnall does not employ any negroes, as they do not work with the 
whites ; but are flow, and bad workmen. The laws of the Hate of 
Delaware permit flavery, but the quakers, as is well known, do not 
make ufe of the permiflion. 

Almoft all the labourers employed in thefe mills are foreigners, 
the greateft part of whom are Englilh or Irifh. The millers complain 
. of their drunkennefs, and indolence, and would prefer Frenchmen as 
more induftrious and fober, if they could be procured ; which they 
very much defire. The corn trade is in a more flourifhing flate at 
prefent than it has ever been; at leaft wheat fetches a higher price. 
The common price of a bulhel of wheat, m time of peace, is feven 
Ihillings. In January 1795 it rofe from ten to ten and fixpence, and 
duiing the eighteen fucceeding months even as high as thirteen or 
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fourteen (hillings. It has fince fallen, but to nothing near its former 
level. The bufhel weighs fixty pounds. Five bufliels yield a barrel 
of fine flour, containing a hundred and ninety-fix pounds, befides three 
other inferior forts of meal. The price of the fined flour is eight dol¬ 
lars and a half'; of the fecond quality, eight dollars ; of the third, ieven 
dollars ; and of the fourth, five dollars. The bran is fold at one eighth 
of a dollar per bufhel, containing thirty-five pounds: it is fent to Phi¬ 
ladelphia. 

The following is a ftatement of the produce of one hundred bufliels 
of wheat as given me by Thomas Lea nineteen barrels of fine flour; 
two barrels of flour of the fecond quality ; three barrels of the third 
quality; and thirty bufliels of bran. Total; five thoufand nine hun¬ 
dred and ten pounds ; wade ninety pounds. 

The wheat of the eadern part of Maryland produces the fined flour, 
on account of the goodnefs of the foil and the quicknefs of its growth; 
but this flour is not do heavy as that of other parts; that of New-York 
for indance, though inferior in quality, is good, and is heavier, becaufe 
the grain is longer in ripening. The corn of the province of Delaware 
is nearly of the fame quality as that of Maryland. Large quantities 
of Indian corn are likewife ground in thefe mills, of which they make 
bread and caLes : in feveral parts of the United States they ufe no 
other fort of bread ; in fome parts it is even preferred without any 
motives of oeconomy, as it is edeemed by the faculty as the mod 
wholefome. 

It is ufed to fatten poultry and cattle, and is exported in great 
•quantities to the Wed-Indies. As this grain contains more moiflure 
than other bread corn, it is dried in a kiln before it is fent to the mill. 
A bufhel cods at prefent five (hillings ; it weighs fifty-fix pounds, and 
produces fifty-four pounds of flour. The procefs of bolting feparates 
the fine from the inferior fort of maize-flour, but the latter is reground 
and mixed with the other. One third of a barrel fells for three dollars. 
The bran, which is in very fmall quantities, is not taken'from the 
flour. This information I received from the worthy Thomas Lea. 

There 
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There are eleven other mills near his ; four of them are very large; 
the others much fmaller. The ice in this river fometimes flops the 
mills for two months, at other times only three weeks, according to 
the feverity of the winter. At this time the millers fettle their yearly 
accounts; which is eafily done, as wherever their fadlors buy their 
corn they pay for it in ready money, and wherever they fell their 
flour they are paid for it on delivery by a bill at fixty or ninety days 
fight, which they immediately difcount with the bank. During this 
period they employ no labourers, whofe pay whilft in employ is fo 
high, that they experience no difficulty in fupporting themfelves during., 
its fufpenfion: in general, after a few years’ fervice, they are enabled to 
purchafe lands in the newly-inhabited parts of the country. 

Another miller, who is likewife a quaker, and who has as large a. 
mill as Mr. Tathall, has eflablifhed, about a year fince, a manufadlory 
for printing linens; the tubs, preffes, &c. of which are worked by the 
machinery of a mill. This manufactory, though fo lately eflablifhed,. 
employs from twelve to fifteen hands at the laths, befides about a 
dozen young girls, who work at home to fill up thofe parts of the pat¬ 
tern with a brufh which have efcaped in the printing, or which can¬ 
not be otherwife finifhed. Almofl all the workmen are Englifh or 
Irifh ; their wages are a dollar a day, without any provifion. The work 
appeared to be well done; almofl all the linens which they print 
are brought < from India, and are refold to the merchants of Phila¬ 
delphia. 

A cotton manufactory is now eflablifhing at Wilmington. The im¬ 
plements and workmen are already provided ; the whole of the ma¬ 
chinery for carding, fpinning, &c. is conftruCted on Arkwright’s plan. 
This eflablifhment is carried on by one of the richeft men in the 
town. Phe number of workmen is at prefent only fifteen, but fifty 
more are expelled : they are all Englifhmen. The implements appear 
to be very well made. 1 " ' : * 

I likewife vifited the manufactory .for making bolting Jilk. The 

labourers 

. ' • , . 
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labourers are Irifhmen ; as well as the proprietor. This matiufaftory 
employs at prefent oily three workmen : the filks are made to futt the 
different qualities of flour. 

Though this manufactory has only been eflablifhed a year, it is a 
profitable concern, a:id when more extenfively known, it will be much 
more fo, as thefe filks are cheaper than thofe fent from Holland, and laft 
longer, as thofe millers who ufe them have experienced. In a country 
like America where there are fo many mills, the advantages ot thefe 
bolters muft be very great; in fad, almoft all the millers ufe them in 
preference to linen cloths for bolting, as well as Thomas Lea. They, 
are fo ufeful, that an adl of parliament has been made in England, to 
permit the importation of them into that country. The filk is brought 
from Georgia : if the Americans would plant mulberry trees, and raife 
fiik-worms, this fpecies of manufacture would be a fource of great 
riches to the country *. 


MR. GILPIN’S PAPER MILL. 

I have faid that Brandywine-creek, in its fhort courfe of feven or 
eight miles through the ftate of Delaware, turns about fixty mills of 
different forts. Among thefe I have vifited the paper mill of Mr. Gil¬ 
pin, a refpeCtable merchant at Philadelphia, and with whom 1 am in¬ 
timately acquainted. This mill is fituated at the diftance of two miles 
and a half from W lmington, on a truly romantic fpot; for the woid 
romantic appears to me to convey the bell idea of a view rath r gloomy, 
wild and uncultivated, yet pleafing. Such is the fituation of this 
mill, and efpecially of the proprietor’s refidence. The creek at this 
place palfes between two very high mountains, almoft: covered with 
wood, and although fo much pent up, turns a great number of wheels 

* It is doubtful whether the rearing of filk-worms can be profitable to America for forae 
time -to come, for reafons which the author himfelf has mentioned on many other occafions. 
fuch a proeefs requires much manual labour, and too many hands for a country where the 
pbpulatioiuw {maU, and labour confequently dear.— Tranjktar. 
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without any noife : its breadth is about fixty fathoms. Its courfe is 
impeded by a great number of rocks, few of which appear above the 
furface. Parts of the mountains are alfa covered with rocks, which 
ip ring up amidft the wood. Tnefe rocks are of the fame nature as 
thofe which are feen throughout the country, particularly about 
Chefter : they are formed of a ftone like that found in the foreft of 
Fontainbleau. Some acres of land about the houfe are cleared, and 
laid out in meadows. The houfe is fituated fufficiently high to com¬ 
mand a view of the creek of Brandywine for five hundred fathoms, wheti 
it is loft among the trees, and is again vifible at the diftance of three 
miles, where it joins the river Chriftiana, which empties itfelf imme¬ 
diately into the Delaware. This view, which is wild and rugged in 
fome parts, contrafted with a pleating foftnefs in others, muft be ftill 
more pleafing in fummer: it is, however, inferior to thofe that are to 
be feen in the Vofges; to fay nothing of thofe of the Alps. 

The paper mill is below the houfe. There are two warehoufes 
adjoining, where many labourers are conftantly employed. The rags 
are pounded by vertical wheels, the bands of which are about fix 
inches wide, armed with fharp blades of iron, which drive the rags 
again ft fix other blades, placed lengthways at the bottom of the great 
vat in which the wheel turns. I have deferibed thus much of the 
procefs, as it is performed in another manner both in France and Hol¬ 
land. The other paits are performed nearly in the fame manner as 
in thofe countries, but the manufactory is not yet brought to an equal 
perfection. The rags are not brought to the mill as in France, by people 
who colleCt them in the neighbourhood, ^s the fmall population of 
Ameiica will not admit of fuch induftry. They are bought up by agents 
in the moft populous towns, as far as three hundred miles diftant, and 
are fent by water to Wilmington ; from whence they are brought in 
carts to the mill, as Brandywine creek ceafes to be navigable above the 
bridge which leads to Wilmington. ; The. confumption of rags in 
Mi. CtjJpui s mill is one hundred tftoufancL pounds .weight a year, 
which makes one thouland reams of. diftereht forts of paper. The 
Vol. II. LI price 
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price of rags is from three to nine dollars the hundred weight, accord- 
incr to the quality ; the average price is about four dollars and a third. 
The ravs are divided into nine different forts at the manufaftory, of 
which are made various papers, from vellum to coarfe brown. The 
vellum letter-paper is fold for four dollars a ream; it is neither fo 
white nor fo well moulded as the fine European vellum paper; it is, 

however, a beautiful and good paper. 

The larce paper for merchants’ account books, though not vellum, 

fells as high as thirteen dollars a ream. Mr. Gilpin’s partner, Mr. 
Gifin, who was fo polite as to (how me the manufaftory, is an Irifli- 
man,' and fuperintends the bufinefs himfelf, being well acquainted with 
the whole procefs. The mill employs conftantly twenty-fix or 
twenty-feven hands. Seven of the bell workmen are employed at 
the vat, and the mould; their pay is from four to feven dollars a 
week. They are all Irithmen. The other inferior workmen earn 
three dollars, and the women one dollar, a week. Notwithftandmg 
there are five other paper mills in the ftate of Delaware, and from 
eighty to ninety in the province of Pennfylvania ; yet Mr. Gifin affure 
me there was not much difficulty in procuring workmen : though an 
Irifhman himfelf, he complains as much of a want of fobnety in is 
countrymen as the millers of Brandywine. This manufaaory is, no 
doubt, very lucrative, as Mr. Gilpin intends to build a new paper mill 
about three hundred fathoms below the other. The paper manufac¬ 
tured here is fent in great quantities to Philadelphia, and retailer 
to the merchants there. The fmall mills ditpofe of their paper in 
another manner j they fend it to Philadelphia in carts, and tell it about 
the ftreets in quires or reams. 

DOCTOR WARTON, AND HIS FARM. 

Prom the mill 1 crofted the river and the woods to dine with Do<51or 
Warton, who refides about a mile from Wilmington, on the road to 
Philadelphia. The moft common trees in thefe woods are the oak, 
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the chefnut, and the hiccory. Cedars known in Europe by the name 
of Virginian are likewife found in abundance ; alfo Scotch pine trees, 
Lord’s pines, and firs. The cedar wood us commonly ufed for fup- 
porters to the rails with which the fields are enclofed. The houfes 
are alfo covered with planks of cedar. Dodtor Warton, who was 
educated with the jefuits of St. Omer in France, but has fince become 
a minifter of the Englifh church, is a very worthy man. He fpent 
fome years in England, from whence he brought much agricultural 
knowledge, with a fmall mixture of prejudice. He fpeaks French, he is 
very obliging, and is much efteemed by his neighbours. He occupies a 
farm, which he has taken for fifteen years, ten of which are unexpired. 

There were eight of us at dinner: every thing which we ufed was 
the produce of his own farm; even the table cloth, which was fabricated 
of the flax grown on his own grounds, and the table, which was made 
of a very beautiful wood, cut on his own eftate, as fmooth and as finely 
veined as mahogany. I obtained the greater part of my agricultural 
information of this country from Dodtor Warton. He rents a farm 
of one hundred and fifty acres at two hundred and ten dollars ; he lets 
off fifty acres at one hundred and thirty dollars, and thus retains the 
reft himfelf at eighty dollars. He informed me that he had gained 
this year feven hundred and forty-fix dollars, including thofe articles 
which he had ufed, and which he muft otherwife have bought. He 
has four oxen, which are fufficient for the whole work of the farm. He 
has alfo eight cows, and two horfes for his carriage. Three negroes 
are conftantly employed in his farm and ftables. He does not hire 
additional labourers above twenty-five days in the year. He has 
four negreffes, two of whom are employed in the houfe, the other two 
fpin, make linen and cloth, and work in the field when it is neceffary. 
The negroes and negrefies eat bread made of Indian corn; at noon 
they are allowed fome meat; but on the whole receive lefs nourifh- 
ment than would be requifite for white people in this country ; and 
are therefore maintained much cheaper. The do6tor fays that he is 
as well latisfied with their work as he could be with that of the whites 
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which are to be found here. He dungs his lands tolerably well with 
about two hundred fmall cart loads of dung obtained yearly from his 
own cattle. He dungs his grounds in general before he fows maize; 
which he fows in trenches eight feet diftant one way, and one foot the 
other, contrary to the general pradice of the country. He alfo turns 
up the larger intervals with the plough, and the fm alter with the hoe: 
the latter work is done by the negreffes. He frequently fows maize 
two following years: after the maize, corn, and clover after the corn, 
in the fpring. The clover remains for two, three, or even four, years: 
after clover he fows maize again, and fo on in fucceffion. This is 
his general practice, though it is fometimes varied. 

The neighbouring farmers do not follow as regular a fyilem as 
Dodor Warton, the fcarcity of labourers being a great obftacle to the 
eftablifhment of a good fyftem of agriculture in this country, where its 
true principles are unknown. The farms are in general fmall and ill- 
cultivated ; they receive little or no manure, and are in every refped 
badly managed. Some English farmers have recently fettled in this 
neighbourhood, and have taken farms upon long leafes. They will 
doubtlefs make confiderable improvements in agriculture. Within 
thefe two years feveral perfons have colleded the weeds from the 
creeks which flow through their land, have mixed them with dung, 
and thus make a manure, which, though they do not allow it fuf 
ficient time to rot before they ufe at, confiderably improves the land. 
Turnips, carrots, and .cabbages, are grown only in gardens, merely for 
the kitchen.' 

Dodor Warton, who underftands the cultivation and management 
of maize, prefers it to the above articles, as a moie certain pioduce, 
the leaves green, or dry, arc fodder for the cattle, and tne coin when 
ground into flour is, he fays, more fattening than any other food. 
This opinion, however, is not founded upon experience and com- 
parifon, but rather appears to be the offspring of a prejudice tor a par¬ 
ticular fyftem of agriculture, and the natural indolence of a man ill 

difpofed to alterations. I conceive it is very eafy to prove, that a 
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more Ikilful fjftera would yield more dung, and would be more pro¬ 
ductive, without any additional labour. 

Eight hundred perches fquare of maize produce a ton weight of 
leaves, and two ton of tops. Every hundred perches fquare, not 
dunged, yields from twelve to eighteen buthels of grain j if well dung¬ 
ed, it yields thirty-five : I fpeak of this part of the country, and of 
thofe farms which are generally cultivated in this manner, efpecially 
that of DoCtor Warton. He plants potatoes between the rows of 
maize, and gathers by this means two hundred bufhels : they areuiually 
fold at three fhillings and fix pence per bufhel, but this year fetched 
from five fhillings to five fhillings and fix pence. He fattens yearly 
from ten to twelve oxen for fale. As he brews his own beer, makes 
his own cider, and manufactures his own linen, one part of his farm is 
fown with flax, others are planted with hops, and others with apple trees. 

Such is the cuftom of the country, and fo much do the farmers pride 
themfelves upon its prefervation, that they will not purchafe any thing 
for the ufe of their families, which they can make themfelves. Pride 
is the beft colour which they can give to the impofiibility of doing 
otherwiie ; on any other ground the {peculation is a bad one, as by 
multiplying in this manner their plantations, and the labours of the 
houfehold, the divided profits are confequently fmaller, and their 
average lefs advantageous. Time will redify this prejudice. 

The fheep of thisxountry produce good wool, fine and fhort, but the 
fleece feldom weighs more than three pounds : it is worth a dollar and a 
half. The lhecp have long legs, and very large bones. The breed might 
be much impioved by a little attention, of which it .is well deferving. 

Some proprietors, who do not tenant their own farms, let them for a 
fhare of the produce. The ufual method is to let them for half the 
profits, if the farmer and proprietor iurnifh jointly the cattle and feed; 
01 foi a third, it no flock is advanced. This proportion fometimes 
varies according to the value of the ground, or the addrefs of the pro¬ 
prietor or farmer. DoCtor Warton obierved, that at Wilmington any 
man, who knows how to purchafe, might make fix per cent in cafh of 
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his capital, by letting his lands as foon as he buys them. Tne cattle 
are very loon, fattened with the maize flour \ fiom eight to ten buff els 
are fufficient to fatten an ox. I faw a pig at one of the mills on the 
Brandywine, which the miller allured me was of an ordinary breed, 
and which was fed entirely upon maize, that weighed leven bundled 

weight. 

The land near the Delaware confiffs of rich meadows, with a good 
foil to the depth of thirty feet; it lets as high as fix dollars and a half 
per acre, and fells as high as one hundred and fixty dollars per acre. 

The hay is depofited in barns. The farmers are ignorant of the 
method of making Hacks, they therefore fay that the rain penetrates 
them and fpoils the hay ; though lefs rain falls here, even including 
the fnow, than in any part of England. Some farmers, however, 
heap up their crops into very imperfed Hacks, by which means they 
are certainly often fpoiled. Such is the fubflance of the information 
which I obtained from Dodor Warton. The details which 1 have enter¬ 
ed into relative to the Hate of manufadure and agriculture are not inte- 
refling of themfelves to an European, yet, confidering them as conneded 
with the Hate of population, civilization, and all the other circum- 
flances of this country, and as affording a comparifon with the old 
world, they poflibly will not be found unintereffing. 

i 

BRANDYWINE-RIVER, AND WILMINGTON. 

I have already noticed Brandywine; its fituation is delightful. 
There are about fifty houfes built near the river, which ruffes rapidly 
over large fragments of rock ; and fwelling into many channels turns 
mills of all deferiptions in every diredion. The banks of this river, 
both above and below the village, chiefly laid out in meadows, and 
covered with cattle j a bridge, over which travellers are conffantly 
palling ; the continual buffle of the manufadories, with houfes of 
various forms and materials, built on different parts ot two hills, which 
bound the river render this view extremely pleafant. 


The 
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The port of Wilmington is upon the Chriftiana: there are three or 
four veflels built there every year, either for fale or for the trade 
that is carried on there, which employs twelve or thirteen fhips of 
various fizes. This port is two miles from the Delaware. Several 
floops are conftantly employed in the coafting trade carried on with 
Philadelphia. 

Wilmington market is fupplied with provifions from the neighbour¬ 
hood. It is held twice a-week: it is lefs than that at Philadelphia, which 
it refembles in its market-place, in the nature of its regulations, and 
in the fpecies of provifions fold there. Every necefifary is to be pro¬ 
cured there, and no-where clfe in this part of the country. 

Freedom of religion is as unreftrained in the ftate of Delaware as 
in that of Pennfylvania. The expences of public worfhip are paid by 
thofe who approve it. The letting of pews is one principal fource of 
the church revenue, and, with fome donations of land by individuals, is 
fufficient to defray all expences, including the minifter’s falary. The 
prelbyterians are the mofl: numerous fe£t ; and next to them, the 
quakers: the wifdom of the latter, who being the richeft have the moll 
influence, oppofed the eftablifhment of a democratic fociety at Wil¬ 
mington. There is one, however, at Newcaftle, chiefly compofed of 
the inhabitants of Wilmington. 

This town is at prefent the afylum of about forty families from the 
colonies of St. Domingo, moll of whom have faved fomething from the 
wreck of their fortunes, but whom misfortune has not intruded either 
in politics or domeflic (Economy. On their arrival a fubfeription was 
opened for the mofl needy of them, and a confiderable fum was raifed, 
when it was difeovered by the complaints of thofe whofe diftrefles en¬ 
titled them to relief, that lome men known to be in good circumftances 
had applied for a fhare. The eyes of the fubferibers being thus opened, 
the fubfeription was flopped and the French name difgraced. General 
DikisOn, a rich inhabitant of Wilmington, formerly governor of Penn¬ 
fylvania, depofited four hundred dollars with Mr. Thoufard , to be 
diftributed among the mofl needy of the fufferers. It could not have 

been 














~r.j* TRAVELS I NT NORTH AMERICA, 

been placed in better hands; notwithstanding which, jealoufy excited 
fonre unjofl: murmurs againft him, which though treated wit con¬ 
tempt by himfelf, have not failed to promote fome fcandal. Several 
of the St. Domingo families who have prelerved large fortunes, think 
that Mr. Dikifon is not fufficiently generous; yet will not themfelves 
oive one farthing to their diftreflfed countrymen. 

& Among thofe who have efcaped the difafters of St. Domingo, there 
are fome? who, revolting at the idea of receiving gratuitous aid, labour 
with great induftry to obtain a bare fubfiftence : but it muft be con- 
fefled, that almoft all thefe belong to Old France, and have not long 
fettled in the colony. The necelfaries of life are cheaper by two 
fifths at Wilmington than at Philadelphia: a family may live here 
very well upon eight hundred dollars a year. The plots of giound 
allotted for building houfes contain nearly two acres ; and let at from 
four to fix dollars a year. With a little dunging they will produce 
forty hundred weight of hay in two crops. The cows are turned in 
after the fecond crop till winter. In fummer they are driven on the 
road-fide to graze, and are fetched home twice a day to be milked. 
The breed of cattle, although not fo fine as that of New-England, is 
good and large ; but rather too long in the body and legs: a little care 
would perfedt the breed, and render the cattle of a fhape and fize 
[ proper for fattening. The poor-houfe of Wilmington is built on an 
' eminence ; it is a very large and handfome building: the poor of the 
county of Newcaftle only are received there j who arc extremely 
well treated. According to a moderate calculation the number ot 
poor conftantly maintained there amounts to fixty. The expences of 
the houfe are estimated at about fix thoufand dollars the expence of 
each pauper is confequently one hundred dollars: upon one half of 
which fum he might fupport himfelf. In almoft every part of 
England, as well as of America, the poor-houfes are an objedt of 
pride and oftentation to the people. They doubtlefs relieve the 
overfeers of the poor from much of that trouble which they Would 

other wife' have in diftributing relief with juftice and diferetion to the 

poor 
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poor at their own homes. Yet thefe edablifhments by no means con¬ 
tinue the bed method of afliding the poor, whether they are con- 
fidered in a political or moral point of view ; or as they refpedt the 
principles of economy or real benevolence. 

The boundaries of edates in this fmall date are perhaps the fource 
of more law-fuits than any-where ell'e, as in the lands formerly given 
to the Penn family, and to Lord Baltimore ; the boundaries are not 
precitely afeertained, nor are the deeds of gift clearly worded. 

Mr. Vining informed me, that his feat in Congrefs deprives him 
of at lead three thoufand dollars, which he might gain by his pro- 
feffion as an advocate, notwithdanding he undertakes fome bufmefs 
even during the fitting of Congrefs, which the vicinity of Philadelphia 
enables him to tranfadt with eafe. 

The advantageous fituation of the date of Delaware for commerce, 
agriculture, and manufactures, ought naturally to increafe its popula¬ 
tion. Half the ground however is not yet cleared : four-fifths of the 
county of Sufiex, the mod louthern of the three, remains yet uncleared. 
The woods are certainly in fome places filled with water, but with 
little pains and expence nearly the whole of thefe grounds might be 
drained, and doubtlefs would be very produdlive ; as all thofe that 
have been drained yield great crops. The want of hands is an ob- 
dacle which prevents any attempts of this nature in this country of 
flavery ; and induces a number of proprietors of woods to believe that 
their ground is more profitable to them in its prefent date. They 
drip their woods to fupply Philadelphia ; and as there are in this fpot 
many pine-trees and cedars, they fell them at a large profit, efpe- 
cially as they have the advantage of conveying them by water. Mr. 
Well, member of the legidature, and proprietor of twenty thoufand 
acres of wood on the borders of the county of Sudex, boaded in my 
prefence of the revenue arifing from his edate, which is about five 
thoufand four hundred dollars a year. Of thefe twenty thoufand 
acres, only ten thoufand are planted with cedars. I demondrated 
to him, that allowing all this profit to arife entirely from the ten 
thoufand acres of cedars, even in that cafe, each acre is worth 
Vol. II. M m only 
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only half a dollar a year ; which is nearly the fame value to which 
the falt-tax, and the uncultivated flate of the land, reduced feveral of 
the forefls of Lorraine about ten years ago. He was ftruck with 
the calculation, which he could not contradid ; but as his neighbours 
do not draw fo much wealth from their woods as he does from'his, 
he is fatisfied with that difference. In every fenfe this fyftem is per¬ 
nicious j it deftroys the growth of the woods, and it would ; educe this 
moderate income in the courfe of forty or fifty years to nothing, if it 
were not to be fuppofed, that before that period the population of the 
flate will increafe, the proprietors grow wifer, and cultivation inconfe- 
quence become more general. 

Within thefe fifteen months a bank has been eflablifhed at Wil¬ 
mington, and incorporated by an aft of the legiflature of the flate. 
The capital is two hundred thoufand dollars, in one thoufand fhares 
of two hundred dollars each. The legiflature has referved the power 
of adding two hundred and fifty fhares more. This bank appears to 
be of no real utility, at leafl there is no apparent neceflity for it—ex¬ 
cept to the Brandywine millers—the flour-trade being the only branch 
of commerce that is carried on to any extent in this flate. It will, 
however, have the fame effeds as all the fmall banks eflablifhed on 
the continent j it will increafe the means of fpeculating flock-jobbers 
and adventurers ; and will fooner or later, like moft otheis, prove per¬ 
nicious to the caufe of morality, and defliudive to thofe whole /pe¬ 
culations are at prefent aided by its difcounts and the paper-money 
,which it iffues. The dividend on the two lafl half years was fix per 
cent, that is to fay, twelve per cent per annum : this was the firfl 
dividend made. 

STATE OF DELAWARE, ITS CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 

The flate of Delaware is the fmallefl of all the United States, as 

its greatefl length is only ninety-two miles, and breadth from thirteen 

to thirty miles: it was colonized in 1628 by the Swedes, and formed 

part 
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part of New-Sweden, which is now called New-Jerfey. The Dutch 
took it in 1650 . After it was conquered by the Duke of York, in 
1083, he fold to William Penn, founder of Pennfylvania, the town 
of Newcaftle, and twelve miles of the furrounding country. Wil¬ 
liam Penn afterward added to this the country which extends as far 
as Cape Henlopen. It was then divided, as it is at prefent, into three 
counties ; Newcaftle, Kent, and Sulfex; and became part of Penn¬ 
fylvania. In 1701 William Penn ceded them to Edward Shtppen, 
Phineas Pembleton, Samuel Carpenter , Griffiths Owen , Caleb Puifey , and 
'Thomas Story , who of courfe became the proprietors : when, how¬ 
ever, this part of the country, though under the governor of Pefinfyl- 
vania, obtained the privilege of a feparate aflembly, it took the name 
of the three counties of the Delaware. When the troubles in Ame¬ 
rica broke out, the three counties of the Delaware feparated them- 
felves entirely from the ftate of Pennfylvania, and aflumed the name 
of the ftate of the Delaware. It was only in 1770 that the limits 
of the ftates of Delaware and Maryland were finally fettled by the 
proprietors of the Delaware, and Lord Baltimore proprietor of Mary¬ 
land ; whofe determination was not fan&ioned by an a£t of legiflature 
till 1775 . 

The new conftitution of the ftate of Delaware was named in 1776, 
and revifed in 1790. It divides the legiflative power between two 
houfes of parliament. The houfe of reprefentatives is compofed of 
twenty-one members ; feven for each county ; who are eledied an¬ 
nually. The qualifications neceftary for a member are ;—that he muft 
be twenty-four years of age, muft poffefs an independent income, muft 
have relided in the ftate three years, and in the county for which he 
is eledted, one year. The number of lenators is nine ; three for each 
county : the fenators muft be twenty-feven years old ; in poffefiion of 
an independent income of two hundred acres, or a fortune known to 
amount to one thoufand pounds fterling. The fame conditions as to 
refidence are required of them as of the members of the houfe of re¬ 
prefentatives. The fenators are eledted for three years; one of whom 
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Retires every year by rotation, r Ihe qualifications of an elector are, a 
refidence ot two years in tne county, and the payment of taxes for at 
leaf!: fix months. Money-bills may be brought in to either houfe. A 
majority of two thirds of the reprefentatives may impeach any of the 
officers of the {fate, and a majority of two thirds of the fenate may 
in fuch cafes pronounce judgment. "I he general alfembly have the 
power of increafing the number of reprefentatives and fenators, when¬ 
ever two thirds of each houfe agree that it is neceffary j but the num¬ 
ber of fenators rnuft never be lefs than one-third of the reprefentatives, 
nor greater than one-half. 

The governor of the ilate is chofen by the fame ele&ors, who choofe 
the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives. He is eleded for three years, 
and cannot be re-chofen until after the expiration of that term. 
He has the appointment of all officers excepting thofe of treafurer, 
fheriffs, and coroners, who are nominated by the alfembly. He has 
the privilege of pardoning offences, except where the fentence has 
been pronounced in confeqnence of impeachment. He muff be above 
thirty years of age, mull have redded in the United States more than 
twelve years; and in that particular Hate more than fix. He is af- 
fifted in his government by the fpeaker of the fenate, or in his abfence 
by the fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives. The judicial power is 
compofed of a court of chancery, and feveral inferior tribunals. 

The judges are nominated by the governor, and retain their places 
during good behaviour : they are fubjed to impeachment, tvhenever 
two thirds of the houfe of reprefentatives and two thirds of the lenate 
deem it neceffary, agreeable to the forms already noticed. In cafes 
where there is not diffident grounds for an impeachment, the go¬ 
vernor may difplace them on the reprefcntation of two thirds of each 
houfe. The jullices of the peace are appointed by the governor for 
feven years. The legillative alfembly in the Hate of the Delaware 
vote for the eledion of prefident and vice-prefident of the United 
States. 

The population of the Hate of Delaware was eftimated in the 

year 
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Tear 1790 at only fiftv thoufand and ninety-four inhabitants, of which 
number eight thoufand eight hundred and eighty-ieven were flaves ; 
and in confequence the flate fends but one member to the Congrefs 
of the U iited States. There is no doubt but at the next numeration 
there will be more than a fufficient number of inhabitants to entitle it 
to feud two members to Congrefs. 

The militia ,of the flate is formed of one brigade from each county : 
each brigade is compofed of three regiments. The Prcfbyterians are 
the moft numerous and powerful fedt in the flate : they have twenty- 
four churches. The Epifcopalians have fourteen ; the Anabaptifls 
feven : befides which, there are a great number of Quakers and 
Methodifls throughout the country, efpecially in the counties of Kent 
and SufTex. The exports of the flate of Delaware amounted in ] 7 Ql 
to the fum of one hundred and ninety thoufand eight hundred and 
leventy-eight dollars—in 17Q2, to one hundred and thirty-three thou¬ 
fand nine hundred and feventy-two—in 17 Q 3 , to ninety-three thou- 
land five hundred and fifty-nine—in 179 to two hundred and feven 
thoufand nine hundred and eighty-five—in 1795 , to one hundred and 
fifty-eight thoufand and forty-one—and in 1790, to two hundred and 
one thoufand one hundred and forty-two dollars. The commerce of 
the flate of Delaware is chiefly in corn and wood. The only cuflom- 
houfe in this diftritt is at Wilmington. The greatefl part of the flour 
made there is bought by the merchants of Philadelphia, for export¬ 
ation. 

The taxes in the flate of Delaware have hitherto been rather im¬ 
properly levied. The total amount of the fum neceffary for the exi¬ 
gencies of the flate was divided into twenty-one parts: the county of 
Newcaflle paid eight; Kent feven ; and SufTex fix. The counties arc 
divided into hundreds. Each townfhip ele&ed annually a colle6lor ; 
who being furnifhed with a lift of perfons liable to be taxed, affeiTed 
them according to the vague eftimation of their incomes, without pay¬ 
ing any regard to the nature of fuch incomes. Uncleared land, per¬ 
fons under the age of twenty-one, thofe who had juft finifhed an ap- 
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prenticefhip, and flaves who had juft - obtained their freedom wers 
exempted from taxes. Poor people having many children were taxed 
in a fmaller proportion ; but their incomes were always eftimated at 
twenty dollars. Bachelors, whether they had or had not any known 
property, were taxed as having an income from twenty-four to forty- 
eight dollars. A court of appeal, ele£ted for three years, one-third of 
which was changed every year, decided upon the complaints of fuch 
as thousht themfelves furcharged. The commiffioners who com- 
pofed this court received a dollar and one third for every day on 
which they were employed. The collectors received feven and a half 
per cent on the fum collected. As the amount of all the ftate taxes 
for the counties and hundreds of the ftate of Delaware did not exceed 
one or two per cent on the fortunes of each individual, no body mur¬ 
mured ; but this mode of afTeffment was not the lei's difgraceful to a 
free country, for it was arbitrary. 

During the laft feffions the affembly attempted to wipe away this 
ftain : it was accordingly decreed, “ that in future the affeffors fhould 
make out a ftatement of all the taxable property in each hundred ; that 
the capital arifing from land fhould be eftimated at one hundred pounds 
value for every eight pounds of rent j that the capital arifing from 
houfes or eftates in towns or villages fhould be eftimated at one hun¬ 
dred pounds for every twelve pounds of rent; and that the rents both 
in town and country fhould be taken at their real value : 

“ That flaves of both fexes, from the age of eight to fourteen years, 
fhould be valued at from twelve to fourteen pounds; and male flaves 
from the age of fourteen to thirty-fix at from fifteen to thirty-five 
pounds: 

“ That flaves under eight years of age, male flaves above forty-five, 
and females above thirty-fix, fhould be taxed in lelfer proportions ; but 
the male flaves who are artifans always in proportion to the value of 
their labour: 

“ And, that plate fhould be eftimated at eight fhillings and fix pence 
per ounce ; and laftly, that all other perfonal property’-not exprefsly 
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exempted from taxation, fhould be affefied in proportion to its value in 
ready money, according to the opinion of the aflelfors.” 

This new mode of taxation, which fixes the principles on which the 
afleftment is to be made, ftill leaves too much to the dilcretion of the 
affelfors : it is not yet carried into effe< 5 L 

The annual amount of the taxes varies very little in the ftate of 
Delaware; it averages from thirteen to fifteen thoufand dollars. The 
ftate has no furplus treal'ure, but is free from debt. 

On the general divifion of the expences of the war, made by the 
commiftioners of which I have fo often fpoken, the ftate of Delaware 
was indebted to the United States fix hundred and twelve thoufand 
four hundred and twenty-eight dollars. Thia fum is much more than 
they are willing or able to pay ; in fact, this fpecies of debt will never be 
paid by any of the ftates upon which it has been impofed. The final! 
extent of the ftate of Delaware entirely prevents it from enlarging its 
refources ; and it has already been propofed by the fenate to unite it to 
a part of the ftate of Maryland on the eaft of the Chefapeak. This 
propofition, which has not yet been agreed to by the houfe of repre- 
fentatives, will no doubt be objected to by the ftate of Maryland, 
which will not willingly difmember itfelf to add to the liability of the 
ftate of Delaware ; whilft on the other hand, the latter would not be 
defirous of finking entirely into the ftate of Maryland. This meafure 
would alfo meet fome oppofition from the finaljer ftates, who at pre- 
fent are compenfated for the inferiority of the number of their mem¬ 
bers in the houfe of reprefentatives by the equal number of reprefen- 
tatives they lend to congrefs, of which compenlation this mealure 
would deprive them. 

A motion was made in the legiflative aflembly this year, to declare 
all the children of (laves born after this period free, and to give free¬ 
dom to all (laves now under the age of twenty-eight, when they attain 
that age ; and that all above that age fhould remain Haves for life. 
The motion was carried in the houfe of reprefentatives, but as the 
majority of the people of the country evinced great difapprobation of the 

meafure. 
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meafure, it is expeCted that it will be thrown out next year by the 
fenate ; and that flavery, which every one condemns here, will remain 
precifely as it is, even without any preparatory a6t towards its gradual 
abolition. 

The fmallnefs of the ttate, its vicinity to Philadelphia, its fituation 
on the edge of the bay, or the river Delaware, affords the negroes very 
eafy means of running away from their matters; which I am told they 
very frequently do. 

The laws relative to llaves are very humane in the ttate of Dela¬ 
ware. Every matter who ufes his Haves cruelly is fined, and the 
murder of a negro is punifhed with death. If a white man ftrike a 
negro, who is not his Have, the matter of that negro may bring the 
offender to juftice, and punifii him by a fine. Till within thefe two 
years the flaves were, for all offences, tried by two juttices of the peace 
and fix freeholders ; they are at prefent tried by the ordinary judges, 
and by a jury if the offence is capital. They are in every other re- 
fpeft well treated, and well fed. The price of a good negro is two 
hundred and feventy dollars. 

The criminal law is that of England, with a very few alterations. 

The feat of government is at prefent at Dover, the moft central 

town of the fmall ttate of Delaware; until 1794 , it w'as at Wil- 

« 

mington. 

A collection of the laws of the ttate of Delaware is now printing; 
this is the more neceffary, as there are many ufeful laws, which have 
never appeared in print. The Englifh during the war plundered the 
town-houfes of this ttate, as well as every other; and fent the original 
records to the governor-general at New-York. After the war it was 
agreed that they fhould be returned; but many of them were previoufly 
deftroyed. 


ROAD 
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ROAD TO NEWCASTLE 5 AND NEWCASTLE. 

iff-' ri’UJD Ii il\ V. _■ ,ij. •' 


Half a mile from Wilmington, you crofs the Chriftiana in a very 
fmall ferry-boat, which, however, carries over feveral ftages every 
day. The two fore s horfes are taken off and placed behind, which 
fills the whole boat, the (ides of which are not fix inches high. Every 
thing in this country difplays gredt want of fore-fight ; Rages and 
terry-boats, as well as politics, are made for the moment. A prudent 
man forefees many dangers, which the inhabitants of this country are 
prevented by habit and careleflfnefs from feeing. Whenever, therefore, 
an accident happens, nobody is prepared for it; every one is agitated 
and alarmed, but no remedy is applied. 

The country on this fide of Newcaffle is a continued flat; it is, 
howevei, better cultivated than that on the other fide of Wilmington. 
The foil appears to be light. T he- land-is laid out in meadows, a few 
corn fields, and feveral fields of maize, which are all enclofed : there is 
Very little wood land, arid vdry few good tre^esi The houles are 
rather better than the land ; feme of them are very handlome. New- 
caftle is compofed of feventy houfes, fornfe* 61 : which are of brick, and 
are built adjacent to each other: the wide Rreets and the grafs plots 
give it the appearance of an Englifh village. Being the county town, 
it fcdntairts the feffiohs-houfe and the prifori. T^he town is built on 
the Delaware ; it dobs noty however, carry on any direbl foreign trade, 
but confines itfelf to thb chaffing trade' with. Philadelphia. 


Newcaftle, when in the poffeffion of the Swedes, was called New- 
Stockholm. When the Dutch conquered .it, they .called it New- 
Amfterdam ; and when the Duke of York took poffeffion of it he gave 
it the name which it has fipce retained* It is the oldeff city of this 
ftate. ’ . ■ 


A fund having been railed by Way of lottery, fan&idned bv the Rate, 
foi the puipofe of build in g ! quay 3 at NewCaftle, that place now affords 
^ rc ‘ E * N n fhelter 
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fhclter to vefifels in the winter, and begins to rite from the date o* 
decay into which it had funk. 

Oak is fold at Newcaftle for five dollars a cord, and hiccory for 
nearly feven dollars. The population of the county of Newcaftle 
amounts to about eighteen thouland free people, and three thoufani 
flaves. The frequent communication between Philadelphia and Bal¬ 
timore, and the great traffic between the two cities, have occafioned 
the eftablifliment of a more fpeedy means of conveyance of goods and 
pafTcngers, than by the ordinary land and water carriage. 

Four fmall {loops conftantly fail to and from Newcaftle and Phila¬ 
delphia. Regular ftages convey the paflengers to French-Town, on 
the Elk-River, about twelve miles diftant from Newcaftle. Goods 
are carried there in carts. Other (loops fail down the Elk-River, 
which empties i tie If into the Chefapeak, eighteen miles from French- 
Town, from whence they proceed to Baltimore. The expence of the 
palfage from Philadelphia to Newcaftle is three quarters of a dollar, 
three quarters of a dollar by the ftage to French-Town, and one dollar 
and a quarter from French-Town to Baltimore. This route is im- 
paffable during the three or four winter mouths, at which time the 
river Delaware is generally frozen. 

Newcaftle is the true point from which all the Philadelphian (hips 
take their departure. When they are laden, they drop down thither 
with their pilot, and take in their poultry and vegetables, where the 
captains who remain at Philadelphia to fettle their accounts at the 
cuftom-houle join them by land, and from whence they fail with the 
find fair wind. 

ROAD TO WARWICK.—THE RED LION.—MIDDLETON. 

All the country is extremely flat until you- arrive at the Red Lion* 
an inn much frequented by ftages and travellers. The fields are very 
extenfive : fome wheat is fown here, which is beginning to (hoot; but 
the general produce is maize: there are fome meadows fown with 

clover. 


BV THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEl-OtTCAU LT LiANCOURT. 275 

Clover, and a fmall fhare of timothy-grafs. A few quickfet hedges 
are here and there to be feen, but they merely evince to an European 
the poflibility of thus enclofing the fields in this country. Such is the 
manner in which they are here planted and kept, that they ferve 
tnerely to relieve the eye, fatigued with the gloomy enclofures of 
dead wood. They feldom dig any ditch at the foot of the bank on 
which the quickfet is planted, or if they do, they cut it fo narrow and 
perpendicular, that it is incapable of carrying off the fmalled current 
of water. The thorns are planted in fingle rows; when grown they 
are lopped at the bottom, and become fmall trees, which are eafily 
broken down and overthrown by the cattle. Time will no doubt 
teach the inhabitants of America the great advantage of this fort of 
hedges, which would fave an enormous quantity of wood, in a country 
where its fcarcity begins to be already felt: they will learn that the 
fird expence of planting and preferving them would be abundantly 
repaid by their duration through an endlefs period, in which no fur¬ 
ther care nor expence would be required. 

This will certainly be the cafe fome day or other; but it is aftonidl¬ 
ing, that, notwithftanding fo many farmers are continually arriving 
from Europe, and particularly from England, where the utility of 
quickfet hedges and the method of raifing them are fo well known, 
the people of this country have not yet profited by their experience. 
Indolence, and a want of fufficient funds, are, without doubt, the two 
principal caufes which retard fo necellary an improvement. The 
woods of the date of Delaware and the eadern fliore of Maryland 
abound with thorns fimilar to our hawthorns, of which excellent and 
agreeable hedges might be made. 

The road from Wilmington, through Newcadle, divides itfelf at 
the Red Lion inn : one road leads to Dover, and to the fouth of the 
date of Delaware, the other to Chester-town, and into the fouth of 
the date of Maryland t we have chofen the latter route ;—I fay ire, for 
I travel in company with Mr. Guillemard, who is fo kind as to ac¬ 
company me the few fird days of this little journey. Land in the 

N n 2 neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood of the Red Lion is fold at about twenty dollars an 
acre ; the foil is rather light, but good. This inn is furnifhed with all 
forts of provifions from Newcaftle, from which it is feven or eight 
miles diftant. 

The road from the Red Lion to Warwick runs through the fame 
fort of flat ill-cultivated country. The foil, however, becomes ftronger 
and better. Some large farm-houfes are to be feen on the tight and 
left of the road; they are furrounded with little huts for the negroes, 
from which circumftance it may be fuppofed a conflderable number of 
them are employed here. 

Middleton, the only village between Warwick and Newcaftle, is 
compofed of about twenty houfes, fome of which are of brick j it is 
the laft village in the ftate of Delaware, which, however, extends 
to within a mile of Warwick, that is to fay, three miles beyond 
Middleton. 

WARWICK.—CULTIVATION AND DISEASES OF CORN. 

We crofifed fome fmall creeks to day, which turn a few mills and 
fome forges. They fall into the Delaware either dire6tly or in con- 
jun&ion with others which they meet in their courfe. The fmall 
creek of Bohemia, near Warwick, is the firft which we have met 
with that runs as far as the Chefapeak. The village of Warwick 
comprizes only five or fix houfes ; it is in the ftate of Maryland, andin 
the county of Cecil. The farmers complain much of the injury done 
to their corn by the Heffian fly. As this difeale is very common in the 
eaft of Maryland, I lhall defer a more full defeription of it until I 
have received fome better information on the fubjed. I fhall only 
obferve at prefent, that from the converfation of two farmers, whom 
I faw at the inn, it appears to me that the Hefiian fly chiefly attacks 
luch corn as grows on a poor foil, and that feveral veins of earth in the 
fame fields, which are of a better quality than the reft, are free from 
them. Thefe farmers were of opinion, that if tl\e lands were well 

dunged, 
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dunged, and kept in good order, they would not be liable to the difeafe. 
If this alTertion may be depended upon, it Ihould have induced them to 
attend to cultivation ; but this opinion, as yet, has not made one farmer 
more attentive. The corn of this country is alfo fubjetl to the ruff, and 
to a difeafe called the flab, which reddens a part of the car, and deftroys 
the grain. The obfervations of the inhabitants, who are neither pro¬ 
found nor perfevering in their refearches, have not afcertained the caufe 
of this laft difeafe of the corn, nor even its nature. They think, how¬ 
ever, that the damp arifing from fogs is one of the principal caufes. 
The corn is fometimes fown here mixed with plafter-of-Paris, or with 
alhes, but they do not cleanfe it before lowing, which is apparently one 
caufe of the various difeafes to which it is fubjedt. 

Land is fold here according to its quality, from fifteen to forty dol¬ 
lars an acre. The laborious part of cultivation is generally performed 
by negro flavcs. The price of luch as are good workmen is at pre- 
fent from three to four hundred dollars a negro: they may be hired of 
thofe mailers who do not employ them, but let them out at lixty dol¬ 
lars a year. Labourers are alfo to be procured among the white 
men, whofe wages are from one hundred to one hundred and ten dol¬ 
lars a year. Thefe latter are always better fed than the negroes. 
The farmers, moll of whom have their own negroes, or hire them of 
(lave owners, feldom employ white men, except in the time of harvell, 
when they pay them a dollar and a half a day, and find them in pro- 
vifions. The landlord of the inn where we Hopped, who is a farmer, 
and who hires negroes, not having a fufficient number of his own, 
prefers them to white men ; he allures us they will work as well, if pro¬ 
perly looked after ; and that the whites require as much attention in this 
refpefl as the negroes. He obferved, however, that thofe whites who 
confented to work with the blacks were of the lowell kind. He has a 
large field of clover before his houfe, every acre of which produces him 
yearly fixty hundred weight of fodder in three crops. He has n»t 
held this farm more than one year: it confiHs of two hundred acres; 
only lixty of which are good land. 


As 
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As there is no market at Warwick, meat is only to be piocuied of 
the farmers; who, before they kill their oxen, calves, 01 fheep, en- 
fure a fale for them in the neighbourhood. During this day’s journey 
we have met with good dry roads. Thofe which we travelled yefter- 
day were rocky, miry, and cut to pieces by carriage-wheels. The 
weather to day is very fine ; it is a true European fpring day ; com¬ 
fortably warm and pleafant. The leaves of the willow trees begin to 
expand ) the turtle-doves woo their mates ; and the birds warble their 
folio's. Blackbirds are more common in thefe parts than any other 
fpecies. 

CHESTER-TOWN, AND THE MANNER IN WHICH JUSTICE IS 

ADMINISTERED THERE.—OBSERVATIONS ON SLAVERY. 

Between Warwick and George-Town, you pafs the fmall creek 
called Head of Safafras. At the head of this creek are fome mills, 
which are turned by its water, collected in a large pond; the natural 
declivity of the creek being very inconfiderable. This fmall creek 
has leveral branches, which we have palled, and which unite to¬ 
gether five or fix boufes at the head of each. Neither thefe nor two 
or three other creeks which we have before croffed, flow through val- 
lies, but through hollows; which do not alter the appearance of the 
ground, or interrupt the perfedl level of its furface. All the land in 
this neighbourhood is of a rich and fertile foil. The fields are flill 
more extenfive than thofe which we faw yeflerday; the generality of 
farms are larger, and the appearance of the country is better ; but 
we conftantly meet with proofs of the little attention bellowed on cul¬ 
tivation. The colour of the foil, in many places, indicates that it con¬ 
tains iron ; which fettles in the ponds, and on the furface of the earth. 
Among the mills of the Head of Safafras , there are fome iron-mills. 

The road to Chelfer prefents little variety ; it is a continual flat, 
and the fields are llripped of their trees, as are all thofe which we have 
feen fince we left Philadelphia. * 


Chefier, 
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Chefter, where we arrived on the thirteenth of March, is fituated in 
a valley, much larger than any we have yet feen. The college, which 
is a large building, on the fummit of a hill, commands a view of this 
httle town. This building is in a deplorable llate of decay, although 
it is not yet finifhed. There is no glafs in any of the windows ; the 
walls have fallen down in many places, and the doors are without 
Heps : yet this is the fecond college of the Hate, in which there are 
only two. This eflablifhment is endowed with three thoufand three 
hundred and thirty dollars a year. It maintains a prefident and three 
mailers, the number of fcholars, however, is not more than forty or 
fift}, though foi fixteen dollars all the branches of learning which 
are taught there may be acquired. Boarders pay eighty or ninety 
dollars for their board. Twelve or fifteen hundred dollars have al¬ 
ready been expended on this building. It is conflrudled on a plan 
large enough to receive five hundred fcholars. Funds are wanting to 
complete it, and like almofl all the public buildings in Amerka it 
will be in ruins before it is finifhed. There are no free-fchools in 
this Hate, but few day-fchools, and flill fewer grammar-fchools, where 
people in eafy circumflances can fend their children. A propofition 
was made at the lafl meeting of the legiflative affembly, to efla- 
blifh a grammar-fchool in each county, at the public expence; but 
this propofition, which has not yet been determined upon, will not 
be carried, becaufe in the firft place nobody feels, or appears to feel, 
the advantages of a fuperior education; fecondly, becaufe the fmall 
number of thofe who are fenfible of thofe advantages do not fuppofe 

a much good will refult from a fingle fchool in each county; and 
laflly becaufe the propofed eflablifhment does not include any pro- 
vi ion for the education of the people, at Ieafl not for that part of the 
peop e who ^re unable to pay for it; and who, doubtlefs, are entitled 
to fhaie with the other members of the community in the advantages 
of an education purchafed with the public treafure. 

Chefter contains about one hundred and twenty or one hundred and 

thirty 






t,gO - TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

thirty houlcs, almoftall built in one ftrtefct; a fewof them are brickhoufcs, 
but the greater part are of wood: among the latter are fome rather hand- 
fome, well painted, and large. The principal ftreet— and, as I have faid, 
there is fcarcely more^than one—is built on a gentle declivity, Hoping 
towards the riven About the middle of this ftreet, built on a large ipace 
of mound, ftands a church ; the windows and the walls of which are 
not*in a much better condition than thofe of the college. A muufter is 
maintained by'fubfoription, who receives about three hundred dollars: 
as he is alfo prefidcnt of the college, with a falary of eight hundred 
dollars, befides a relidence, he may live very comfortably: the con¬ 
tributions of his parifhioners would not afford him a fubliftence. Near 

the fame fpot ftands the hall of juftice. .. 

Chefter, as the chief town of the county of Kent, is the feat of 
juftice : courts are hdld here twice a year, as'well as all the courts of 
common pleas for the-ftate of Maryland ; they are held a chief judge, 
or a judge of the diftridl, who prefides fuccellively in fimilar courts in 
the four°counties, of which the diftridl is compofed ; and by two af- 
fiftant judges, who only fit in the county-court. Mr. SahuetCbm, 
the brother' of my refpecftable friend Benjamin Chew, of Philadel¬ 
phia, fe- otic of the affiftant judges. 1 I waited upon him at his houfej 
and as he was then, in court,- I went thither to him. This building 
is bv no means-to be admired, either ibf its exterior, which is falling 
to decay, -like all the public buildings of this city, or for the decora¬ 
tions of the-hall of juftice, which is not in a better ftate of repair than 
the outfide of the building. 

But here, as every-where elfe, the iiiftitution of juries infpires one 
with revere nee : the jurymen here appear attentive, and anxious to de¬ 
cide with equity'. Wherever this benevolent iiiftitution is eftablifhed,we 
exult to fee the interefts, the honour, the lives of men committed to the 
eharce of their equals; whom paflion does hot blind ; whom the 
partial knowledge of obfoTete ftatutes does not'prejudice ; who, hav¬ 
ing fimply to pronounce On matters of fatf, require no other guide 

than the didates of common fenfe, of which few men, elpecially few 

plain 
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plain men, are deftitute. The forms of juftice here are lefs fatisfaflory 
than in England ; where the judge himfelf notes down the depofitions 
of the witneffes, and the principal arguments of the counfellers, and 
repeats them to the jury before they pronounce their verdi£l, care¬ 
fully dil'engaging the fimple fa 61 s on which they have to decide from 
every thing irrelevant. The judges here do not take that trouble ; 
which is generally more necelfary here, as the counfellors are gar¬ 
rulous, ignorant, and full of chicanery. Yet ftill the juries feldom pro¬ 
nounce an unjuft verdift ; and, as one proof at-leaft of their zeal and 
attention in the difeharge of their duty, I muft remark, that during my 
ftiort ftay in this city, a jury has been inclofed twenty-four hpurs be¬ 
fore they agreed in their verdidl on a caufe the ilfue of which did not 
involve more than fifty dollars. The proceedings of the court at 
Chefter appeared to me to be conduced with more decorum than in 
Philadelphia, or any of the American ftates which I have vilited. 
All the attendants are uncovered : filence is preferved : and the only 
indecorum is occafioned by the counfellors, who wrangle, interrupt, and 
often abufe each other ; and appear here, as almoft every-where elfe, 
calculated rather to perplex than elucidate the queftions which they 
argue. 

Houfe robberies are very frequent in Maryland ; five or fix trials 
for this offence occur almoft every feffions.. Murders are very rare. 
The judges attribute the multiplicity of robberies to the free negroes, 
who are numerous in the ftate of Maryland : I have heard the fame 
accufation preferred againft them in all the ftates where flavery is 
permitted. Such a charge is confequently a ftrong argument with 
the flave-holders againft the abolition of flavery; but the evil, if it 
exifts, as I am led to believe it does, is ftill to be attributed to the ftate 
of flavery, in which thefe newly-freed men have been previoufly kept, 
and from which they have been emancipated without any preparation 
for a ftate of freedom. 

It is natural to luppole, that a flave, harafted by continual labour,- 
driven by the fcourge to toil in the open fields whether he is healthy 
Voi. II. O o 
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or Tick, confiders liberty merely as a releafe from labour. Wlnlft he 
was a Have, food of feme or other was always provided for him, 
without the dealt care on his part .; fipce he was aware that no m- 
duftry, or attention of his, would p ocure him either better food or 
clothing. Labour therefore brought nothing but fatigue, and le e- 
came of courfe indolent and carelefs. The firft moments of his liberty 
are enjoyed in a ceffation of toil; for the lafh no longer relounds m 
his ears: he feels the wants of nature j no education has f; been e- 
ftowed on him but that of Slavery, which teaches him: to cheat, to 
Ideal, to lie; and he Satisfies thol'e wants, for which lndudry has not 
provided, by pilfering the corn or provifions of his neighbours, and 

becomes the receiver of goods ftolen oy the Haves. . . . 

Though fuch are the necellary co.ifequences of freedom, thus be¬ 
llowed upon a Have, they fhould by no means operate unfavourably with 
thofe who are defirous of the gradual emancipation of the negroes j 
who conceive that by a careful and liberal preparation for fuch a 
benevolent meafure, adapted to the number of negroes in the country, 
and many other circumftances, the greater part, of the evils defenbed 
may be avoided, and may at length be entirely prevented, if npt in 
the prefent, at leaft in the future generation. But how can we hope 
for fo general a fpirit of philanthropy among men who look onl> o 
their prefent intereft, of which they, imagine it deftrudive ? 

In the ftate of Maryland, Haves <.re tried in the fame courts as the 
whites ; they have alfo the privilege o^ trial by juries. The punish¬ 
ments for the blacks are very fevere ; but the manners of the people 
are mild, at leaft in that part of Maryland where I am at prefent, 
and prevail over the rigour of the lavs. I was witnels to a fad whic 
proves the humanity of the judges, and their delire to render equa 
juftice to the accufed, whether whites or Haves. A female negro is now 
in prifon accufed of having poifoned a child, and of having attempted 
to poifon her miftrefs. Her miftrefs, who is her accufer, being a woman 
of confiderable confequence in the country, and allied to a family oS 

creat influence in the county, the judges, jealous of the effects of that 

.influence 
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influence on the jury, have availed themfelves of the power they pof- 
fefs of referring the trial to the general court of the did:rid, which is 
held dxty miles' frorti CHeder, that the accufed may enjoy every podible 
chance of a fair and impartial trial. 

No meafures have yet been adopted in Maryland for the gradual 
fieedom of the Haves : fome well-meaning men hope to lead the at¬ 
tention of the legiflature in a fhort time to the fubjed, but the opi¬ 
nion of the country feems by no means favorable to it. 

The laws of Maryland empower the judges to alter the fentence of 
death into a milder punishment ; which is that of fending the convid 
to labour for a longer or a diorter time in the public works at Balti- 
more. I am not of their opinion who admire this provifion of the 
law; which, on the contrary, appears to me extremely reprehen- 
fible, as it may, and often mud, render the judges partial in the eyes 
of the public : whereas, in every well-regulated date, the judge fhould 
merely be the paflive organ of the law. In the date of Maryland 
how eafily may each judge, in adminidering judice in his ovyn coun¬ 
ty, be Swayed by his natural difpofition, by an acquaintance with 
the families of the criminals, or by a momentary impulfc of paflion ! 
at lead, how liable is he to be fufpeded of fuch partialities ! The 
judge of the didr-id receives eight hundred dollars a year; the aHidant 
judges only three dollars a day during the feffions. The juries and the 
witnedes receive one dollar and a third a day. 

Near the judice-hall Hands the prifon. It is a fmall new building, 
which has not yet even a daireafe. There is a yard in which it was 
intended the priioners fhould walk for the benefit of the air, but the 
walls of it are fo low, that the prifoners are prohibited from walking 
there, as they might eafily efcape. Debtors are confined in a feparate 
apartment of the fame prifon. The other prifoners are kept together, 
and in irons.: there were but four there when 1 faw the prifon, one 
of which was a negro, who, in attempting to efcape from the win¬ 
dow, fractured his leg in inch a manner, as to render amputation 
neceflary, We entered this prifon, and 'vilited the* whole interior qf 

^ 0 - the 
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the building without the gaoler, who was abfent, and who had left 
the keys in the doors, in fuch a manner, that we or any other per- 
fens who had come to the prifon, might have releafed all the prifoners. 
This careleffnefs, this negligence, is, generally fpeakmg, charade 
of the country. The gaoler receives eighteenpence a da> for the 
maintenance of each prifoner, the whole of winch pittance ought 
certainly to be applied to that objea ; but it is to be luipected, an in¬ 
deed we were attired, that this is not very fcrupuloufly done. 

At Chefter, as almoft every-where elfe in America, the burial-place 
is in the middle of the town ; here, however, to the danger o 
contagion, always great in warm climates, is added indecency ; or 
the burial-ground is in the high ftreet, near the pnion; it is without 
walls or any other inclofure to conceal it; and is not diftmguifhed by 
any marks, which might infpire the refped due to every place fet apart 
for the burial of the dead. The fadnefs which this indifference has 
occafioned me, will perhaps be aferibed to prejudice; but where is the 
fon or the hulband, who could behold without Juddering the grave 
of the father, or the wife that he loved, trampled on by hearts. 
Reverence for the afhes of the dead appears to me as natural as re- 
fpea for the aged ; which perhaps fome may alfo denominate a pre¬ 
judice ; but it is a prejudice of which few, I think, would have fuf- 
ficient 'energy to divert themfelves, though they may ftile that cor¬ 
ruption of the undemanding, and of morals, energy, which throws 
off all rertraint, which fpurns the fentiments of nature, and re¬ 
nounces every ancient feeling and opinion merely on account of their 

poor-houfe for the county is ertablifhed at Chelter. I have al¬ 
ready repeated, that my opinion is unfavourable to the eftabhfhment 
of this fort of houfes. This, however, is kept in as good order as any 
private houfe. The poor are well fed, and have the appearance of 
bein- very healthy. The building of the houfe coft about five thou- 
fand°fix hundred dollars. The annual expence for eighty-two pau¬ 
pers, old and young, is four thoufand dollars, which is about forty- 
• ^ iix 
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fix dollars and a third per head. The overfeers of the poor in each 
hundred of the county have the power of admitting into the poor- 
houfe fuch perfons as they deem proper obje&s. The children are put 
out apprentices when they are of a proper age; and as they are bound 
to remain with their mailers till the age of twenty-one, no money is 
advanced by the houfe to the mailers. Hitherto the negroes have 
been excluded from the poor-houfe : which is certainly a juft exclu- 
iion, as far as it refpedts Haves, as their mailers ought to take care of 
them; but which ought not to be extended to free negroes, negrefles, 
and their children. It was faid by the governors of the poor, that if 
they admitted the claims of thefe people, their houfe would be filled 
by them, as their improvidence is greater than the whites. It is 
this reafonin 0 ot economy as an excufe for fo in¬ 
human a refufal. Prejudice againft the negroes, and particularly 
againft the free negroes, is the true caufe of this unjuft decifion ; 
which reduces the old, infirm negroes, and their children, to fubfift 
upon private charity, and in failure of that precarious fource, fre¬ 
quently expofes them to the utmofl want and loweft ftate of wretch- 
ednefs. The poors’-rates in the ftate of Maryland are levied upon 
each county. Every county has not a poor-houfe. In feveral they 
adminifter relief to the poor at their own houfes, but every-where the 
fame regulations arc adopted relative to the diftributions of the publkr 
money. 

Chefter is built on a river of the fame name, which rifes in the 
ftate of Delaware. This river is about three quarters of a mile wide, 
and is navigable in boats ten miles above the town; after which it 
becomes a fmall creek, the ftream of which is barely fufficient to turn 
a mill. Chefter is thirteen miles in a direft line from the Chefapeak; 
but the land is fo flat, that the river before it reaches its mouth runs 
a zig-zag courfe of thirty-five miles. It is navigable to Chefter for 
fhips of from eighty to ninety tons. One veffel of this burthen be¬ 
longs to this port, and is employed in the commerce of the Weft- 
Indies ; 1 law alio fome fmaller fhips, and fome boats without decks, 

which 
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which are employed in the navigation of the bay, and particularly!,, 
voyages to Baltimore. All the towns that are iituated on the rivers 
which fall into the Chefapeak employ fimilar vefiels, the numbers of 
which have been greatly increafed within thefe few years, as the corn 
which was formerly carried away by the Philadelphian merchants, or 
by the Brandywine millers, is at prefent fent to Balt,more, where 
lately feveral good mills have been built: gram >s likewife fent to 

Elk-Town. . , 

Corn is raifed in large quantities in this part of Maryland : it is 

efteemed the heft and heavieft of any which is grown in the United 
States, but, as I have before obferved, it is fubje< 5 t to the attacks of the 
Heffian fly, which often deftroys halt the harveft. It feems to be 
univerfally admitted here, as well as in Warwick, that fuch corn as is 
fown in foils either naturally rich, or made fo by dunging, is exempted 
from this difeafe, as the blade Ihoots fa ft and becomes very foon ftrong, 
and impenetrable to the attacks of this deftrudtive little fly. Befides 
the ruft and the ftab, the corn is likewife fometimes injured by a 
fpeciesof fly, knerzn in Virginia by the name of hVidles, which renders 
it neceflary to thrafh it immediately it is cut; but this difeafe is by no 
means fo general here as in the lower parts of Virginia, though it is 
not lono- fince they have fuffered by it in this part of Maryland, where, 
however, they have as yet neglected the precaution of threflung the 
corn as foon as it is cut. The conviaion of the advantage of enrich- 
ing the land has not induced the farmers to bcftow more dung upon 
their fields. Such land as is cultivated in the ufual way produces 
only from five to fix bufhels of corn an acre, or from eight to ten 
bufhels of maize ; whilft fuch as is well dunged produces fix or fevctt 
times more: the latter is, befides, lefs fubjeft to injury from the damps 
than the former. It is, however, to the human lpecies that the con- 
ftant damps of this boggy and flat country are moft pernicious the 
fogs'and vapours of the months of July and Auguft ar-e particu¬ 
larly noxious. Bilious and intermittent fevers are epidemical m 

Autumn, and attack more than an eighth of the white inhabitants. 

Many 
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Many people fink under thefe diforders, the general effects of which 
muft be deftrudtive, as it is rare to lind an inhabitant who has at¬ 
tained the age of iixty-five. The negroes are lefs’ affedted by thefe 
diforders. than the whites, arid in general live longer. The preferva- 
tion of their health is attributed to their constantly lleeping in the 
kitchens, where they are preferved from the damps, which penetrate 
into all the houfes, even during the molt unpleafant heat. 

Chefter has a market regularly twice a week, which is well fupplied 
with provifions. Beef, mutton, and veal, cofts from fix fo eight pence per 
pound. The rent of the bell houfes in Chefter does not exceed one 
hundred dollars, and s living in general is cheaper there by one half 
than at Philadelphia. • . 

There are about fourteen or fifteen ftores at Chefter, one of which 
is kept by Mr. John Chew, another brother of my friend at Phila¬ 
delphia. The goods are in general brought from Philadelphia, where^ 
they are obtained cheaper than at Baltimore, notwithftanding the ex- 
pences of carriage, which amounts to nearly one per cent. They are 
fold at twenty or twenty-five per cent above the price of the fhops in 
Philadelphia. When it is known that the greateft part of the-ftore- 
keepers at Chefter frequently buy their goods at a half, and always a 
quarter, below the market price, it muft be fuppofed that though they 
tranfadl little bufinefs they make great profits. 

Free negroes for agricultural labour are eafily procured at eighty 
dollars a year ; flaves may be hired at fifty dollars. Some planters 
prefer white labourers and free negroes to flaves, as lefs troublefome 
and more profitable. A cow is fold here for fifteen or twenty dollars ; 
an ox, for forty; and a horfe for labour, for one hundred. Carriage 
horfes often coft fix hundred dollars the pair. The county of Kent, 
of which Chefter is the chief place, contains thirteen thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, of which five thoufand fix hundred are flaves ; it furnifhes bu.t 
few cattle toi the markets of Baltimore and Philadelphia, as almoft 
all its produce is eonfumed within itfelf. 


COLONEL 
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COLONEL THYLMAN. 

Having crofted the river, we entered Queen Ann’s-County, which 
affords no more var ety in the nature of its foil or its cultivation 
than thofe* I have paffed, I was informed that I was in the worft 
part of the county, and that the more diftant parts are fertile and pro¬ 
duce great quantities of corn, which I am induced to believe, as every 
body agreed in the report; and as it is well known that the county 
exports 0 a large quantity of corn, and fends a great many cattle to 
Baltimore market: bat all the land which lies near the road twenty- 
two miles on this fide Colonel Thylman’s is poor and barren, which is 
attributed to its having been drained by the long growth of tobacco 
here previous to the ' almoft total relinquifhing the cultivation of 
that plant in this par: of Maryland. Thefe forts of foil produce from 
four to fix bufhels of corn an acre, when they are not infefted with 
either the Heffian fly, with fmut, by the ftab, nor by the widle. The 
houfes by the fide of the roads are of the moft milerable kind, and the 
inhabitants appear by their exterior as poor as their lands. Thefe 
habitations confift of bad log-houfes, as fmall as thofe which are met 
within the midft of the moft diftant woods. 

The little village of Church-hill , containing a dozen old houfes, and 
two old little churches, the one epifcopal, and the other methodical, 
is the only one to be met with on this fide Centerville , the chief town 
of the county j this place is fituated upon a fmall elevation above 
Corfica- creek. The county built the fefiions-houfe and the pnfon ; 
there are fome other habitations here, confiding principally of taverns 
and warehoufes, making in the whole about twenty houfes tolerably 
well built of brick, but at a confiderable diftance from each other, 
without having any cultivated fields near them : there is a mill of 
confiderable fize, built upon the creek. A little further in the country 
there is an epifcopal church, which the inhabitants in the neighbour¬ 
hood who are in eafy circumftances attend regularly : 1 have leen 
many horfes and carriages attending at the door. As to Church-hill, 
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the final 1 village which I patted, the epifcopal church there is but 
thinly attended, almott all the inhabitants frequent that of the me- 
thodifts. 

From Centerville to Colonel Thylman’s the foil feems to be a little 
better; there are fome farms which appear to be for the moft part 
the habitations of planters ; but thofe poor little houfes are much more 
numerous. The whole country is covered with cattle of a very poor 
condition, which are always, during winter and lummer, left in the 
fields and in the woods : they are of a very fmall fpecies. Hogs are 
more abundant in Queen Ann’s-County than in the county of Kent, 
and more fcattered about in the roads and in the fields. Sheep are 
alfo confiderably plentiful in this part of Maryland, but they are fmall 
and long-legged ; in general they produce only two pounds of wool, 
which fells at two fcbellings a pound. 

The houfe of Colonel Thylman is upon the river Chetter ; it is in a 
very flat fituation, from whence a great mafs of water is feen, which 
is, however, only the bay of the river Chetter parted by the ittes of 
Eaftern, Neck, and Kent-ifland. 

Colonel Thylman has a property of three thoufand acres of land 
contiguous, of which he ufes about one thoufand for growing corn 
and maize, and for meadow ground. He appears to know all the 
faults of the agriculture of his country, and to be convinced of the ad¬ 
vantage refulting from a change, but he fees fo many difficulties 
attending it, that the amendments he makes are only partial and few, 
though well informed, by the reading of good JEnglifh books, of all 
that is neceflary to be done in order to eftablifh a good and rich til¬ 
lage. Cuftom almott every where prevails over light and knowledge; 
people will not, they dare not, adt contrary to others : and in the bufinefs 
of agriculture, where this cuftom has a greater empire perhaps than 
any-where elfe, the great expences which are neceflary to the intro¬ 
duction of a great change for the better, aid this general difpofition to 
follow the common routine. 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS UPON THE POPULATION OF 

LOWER MARYLAND. 

The population of white people in the eaft part of Maryland, 
diminifhes inftead of augmenting. In a country abounding in (laves, 
the whites do not apply much to labour. Then ambition confifts in 
buying negroes ; they buy them with the firft fum of money they get, 
and when they have two of them they leave oil woi king themielves. 
this fmall number is not fufficient to keep their lands in good order 
according to the tillage of the country, bad as it may be. The imall 
farmers among the whites thus leaving off labour augment their ex¬ 
pellees, and their affairs are foon in a bad condition. Thefe, and 
thofe who had never been able to purchafe negroes, find themfelves in 
an inferior fituation to their neighbours who have many (laves: dif- 
pleafed with their Ration, they foon think of eftabliftung themfelves in 
a country where land is cheaper, and where they (hall not be fo much 
furpaffed by proprietors (b difproportionably richer than themfelves. 
So that all thefe fmall farms, the fupporting of which becomes every 
year more chargeable, becaufe the wood for making the fences for 
enclofure is more (carce, and hand-labour at a higher price, are put to 
fale, and are bought by rich planters, and thofe who have fold them goto 
eftablifh themfelves in Kentucky, in Teneffee, and in the countries of 
the wed. By this the province does not gain in agricultural improve¬ 
ments what it lofes in population ; its lands are not better managed; 
their produce is not increafed but often diminiihed, becaufe the pur- 
chafer of them looks rather at a good foundation for his property, 
that is to fay, a fure augmentation of property than an increale of 
revenue. 

Here, as in other places, when the utility of negro (laves to the 
interefts of the matter is clofely examined, compared with the employ¬ 
ment of every other kind of labour, it will be found that in reality it 

has none. The old men and women, children, and pregnant females, 

mutt 
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muft be fed and clothed, and taken care of in ficknefs. Nothing is 
mote common than to fee the proprietor of eighty flaves unable 
to bring thirty to work-in the field at the fame time. Ten workmen, 
hired by the year, will perform at leaft as much labour as thefe thirty 
flaves, and the mafter has nothing to do but to pay them. There are 
already a great many mafters aware of this calculation, and many 
perceive the inconvenience of flaves, who, as I have laid, caufe all the 
white labourers to quit the country who would apply themfelves to 
woik if there were no flaves. Mafters are embarrafted with their 
negroes, the population of whom would otherwife augment in the 
fouthern ftates in the fame proportion as that, of the whites in other 
paits of America; but while they all perceive the inconveniency of 
flavery, they are the firft to oppole the meafure of the legiflature's 
making a law for the gradual abolition of flavery. 

The proprietors of negroes complain already that fince their population 
has increafed, they are lei's fubmiflive and more turbulent than they 
were before. Thefe fymptoms ought to teach them the neceffity of 
doing fomething fpeedily towards putting an end to this ftate of 
flaveiy, which will be fooiier or later very dangerous to the mafters j 
but they fall alleep over this as they do over other dangers; and in 
this cafe, as in all others, it is acknowledged that forefight is null and 
void among the people of America. 

1 he fields are in alf this part of Maryland often of the extent of 
from fixty to eighty acres. Thofe who underftand good tillage know 
how much this great fize of fields muft be detrimental to it, in a 
country where neither the horfes, the beafts, nor the fwine, are kept 
in the yards, and where confequently dung cannot be procured for 
fields of four acres, much lefs for fields of fuch great extent, which 
even with plenty of dung can never be regularly and well dunged. 
So that the harvefts, even in the better foil, are poor. They°are 
here with refpedt to dung as they are with flaves ; they perceive the 
advantage of tiling it in the fame manner as they perceive the incon- 
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veniency of keeping negroes, but the conviaion of what is bed has no 
more effeft in the one cafe than in the other. 

Some farmers juftify the largenefs of their fields by the dearnefs of 
materials for fencing them. It is true that five panes or fquares of 
this fencing will take rather more than a cord of wood, and that five 
fquares wih fence no more than about fixty feet, and that they ought 
to be renewed every three years. When it is confidered that a cord 
of oak cofts at Chefter four dollars and a half, and alfo tnat every 
farmer who makes only three hundred fquares of fencing, which is but 
little, fin.ce it is only an extent of feven hundred and twenty-two 
fathoms, or 4332 feet nearly, and that he could fell this wood fo em¬ 
ployed for fixty dollars, it will then not be furprizing to fee fo many 
fences in a bad condition, nor that fo many fmall farmers are dif- 
pleafed with their poffeffions on account of this expence alone. This 
calculation is made every-where : all the world knows the advantage 
of hedges as fences, every body fees lome of them in the country; 
the thorn is in every wood, and there are living fences without being 
regularly planted. ' Befides, wood fenfibly diminifhes in this part of 
America as in every other. It is cut down every-where, and made 
uie of by every body; it is every-where wafted, and no-where re¬ 
planted; even the trees that have been cut are not permitted to bud 
and grow again, becaufe the cattle are buffered to run over and deftroy 

them. 

Queen Ann’s-County contains about fifteen thoufand inhabitants, of 
whom feven thoufand are Haves: the number of free negroes is very 
confiderable. 

The county of Talbot, to the fouth of that of Queen Ann, is fer¬ 
tile, and produces plenty of corn and cattle, they are conveyed into 
Chefapeak-bay by the river Chefapeak. The manner of tillage is the 

The counties of Dorchefter, Somerfet, and of Winchefter, afford 

alfo fome corn, but the greateft part of them is covered with woo , 

particularly 
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particularly with cedars and pines, the carriage of which is effeded by 
the rivers, Crantifcojce, Wicomeko, ancj Pokomeko, and is* in every re- 
fpe£l, like to that of the woods of the county of Suffex* of which I 
have fpoken in. the ftate of Delaware. 

Caroline-County, lituated between that of Talbot and the hate of 

Delaware, is the moft ftcrilc of the eight counties of this part of 
Maryland. , . 

A plan of a canal is in agitation, which is propofed to take place in 
tfu, w atei s of the i ivei Chaptank, in order to join the Delaware and the 
Chefapeak. It is at prefent only a projeft, but the legillature has or¬ 
dered an account of the places to be taken. It is faid, that the opinion 
of men the moft acquainted with thefe affairs is favourable to its exe¬ 
cution, and. it is hoped that it will be accomplilhed. The division of 
the waters of this peninl'ula, which run either into the Delaware or 
into the Chefapeak, is made by a range of marihes which reach 
through the whole extent of the ftate of Delaware, and of which the 
pofition is a little more elevated than the reft of the country. It is 
remarked, that the loil of thefe marihes is more fandy, and of an in- 
fenor quality to that of the reft of the peninfula; and that the bufhes 
and ffiubs which are commonly found upon the higheft mountain am 
alio to be met with in this marihy country. 

The inhabitants m eafy circumftances of the eaft part of Maryland 
are polite and hofpitable. Mr. Chew treated me in the moft kind and- 
Q- iging manner, and had a friendihip for me which this excellent 
family have continued to preferve during the whole time I have 
een .in merica. The people of this country are of gentle man¬ 
ners } it is towards the interefts of their farms that their cares and 
attentions are generally turned, and the Yale of the produce of the foil 
is the only commerce to which they apply. 

In political opinions they are federalifts, but without any other P re- 
ci cl ion for ngland, than that which proceeds from the great attach- 
ment wiich they ha\e here for the ancient preiident, who in the laft 
years of his admimftration traced this path with credit. The people 

amufe. 
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amufe themfelves with the writings of Fern and Porcupine ; but they 
fay already that the latter is a Mack-guard, who willies to deliver 
America up into the hands of the Enghih. There is no- great ad¬ 
vancement made in politics any-where. The young men are much 
taken up with fox-hunting and racing. 

ISLE OF KENT.—PASSAGE OF THE CHESAPEAK. 

After paffing a day agreeably at the houfe of Colonel Thylman, one 
of the mod amiable and polite men, and of the beft company, which I 
have yet met with in America, I proceeded on my way towards Kent - 
tfland, where I propofed to embark for Annapolis. The country is every¬ 
where flat, and the land has been much ufed for the cultivation of to¬ 
bacco, which is now abandoned : the houfes are miferable. T welve 
miles from the colonel’s, after having paffed through a mean little vil¬ 
lage, confiding of fix or feven houfes, honoured with the name of 
Queen VTown, I paffed the Kent-narrow in a fmall ferry-boat, and I 
travelled feven miles further in the flat ifle of Kent, where the land 
was of the fame nature as that which 1 had juft left. The inhabitants 
there appear to be ftill poorer. Captain Calvert keeps a tolerably 
good inn at the point of the ifland, and two good fmall Hoops for the 
paffage. But thefe Hoops cannot approach nearer to the fihore than 
within half a mile. It was neceffary to take my horfe with me in a 
boat abfolutely flat, from whence he was hoifted into this little veffel. 
The aukwardnefs of the negro Tailors and of the captain in this affair, 
made us think that the horfe and we Ihould have loft our lives on this 
occafion. Happily we came off with but little injury, and after a paf¬ 
fage of an hour and a quarter over twelve miles, the breadth of 
Chefapeak-bay at this place, I and my horfe arrived fafe at Annapolis 
the 3d of April. 

The paffage for a man and his horfe colds two dollars, when there 
are no other paffengers; when there are many, the price of the paffage 
is only a dollar and a half. This little voyage is commonly performed 
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in two hours: we went in Ids time becaufe the weather waff ad¬ 
mirable. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

The profpea of Annapolis is extremely agreeable upon arriving 
there from the bay. This city is built upon the fide of the Severn, 
upon a little hill, which, without being much elevated, ^commands a 
little of the flat country which furrounds it. Annapolis was formerly 
the principal city of Maryland, and there was fome commerce carried 
on there. Since the revolution it retains the name of the metropolis 
of the ftate, and continues to be the feat of the government, but Balti¬ 
more has drawn all the commerce from it. The capitalifts, or thofe 
who would become fuch, have quitted it to go and ref.de at Baltimore; 
an t e inhabitants are in general families in eafy circumftances, who 
have property in the neighbourhood, officers of the government, and 
gentlemen of the law, attracted by the vicinity of the courts of juftice. 

] hC P°P ulatlon of th,s town dimmiffies every year; the houfes are for 
the moft part built of brick, and are fpacious, many of them are very 

large, and have fine gardens, in better order than any I have yet feen 
m America. y J 

The ftate-houfe is one of the largeft public buildings in the United 
States, and its interior the moft complete and finiffied, at leaft ks far 
as the plan is at prefent executed. This ftrudtufe, which has already 
coft one hundred and thirty thoufand dollars, will probably require 
from fifteen to twenty thoufand more before it is completed/which it 
will loon be, as the legiflature grants every year the neceffary fums for 
this purpofe. It contains apartments for the tribunals, for the affiem- 
bhes of the executive council, and rooms for the principal officers of 
ie ftate except for the governor, who has a hpufe built bv the ftate. 

It has a large cupola with a lantern at the top, which is afeended by a 
commo ions flaircafe, and from whence there is a profpetf as fat as 
t ie Atlantic, beyond the Chefapeak ; of the peninfula of Delaware-bay; 
o t e little point of Jerfey, which feparates it from Annapolis. 

The 
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The college is another very confiderabje building. It has an en¬ 
dowment of °five thoufand dollars, which is railed by certain.duties ol 
the ftate, fuch as licences, fines, &c. but; of the weft part of Maryland 
onlv There are a hundred fcholars there, and it is faid that the 
mafters of it are very good. The Englilh, the learned languages, the 
Frendh, the mathematics as far as aftronomy, fome phtlolophy, and 

botne common law, are taught there. ' ' r ' * 

A church large enough to contain three times the number of inhabi¬ 
tants in Annapolis fhews, that at the time it was built there was no 
fufpicion of the prelent depopulation of the city, which does not con¬ 
tain more than two thoufand inhabitants. 

Annapolis is, however, as to fociety, one of the moft agreeable 
cities of the United States; hofpitality, and an obliging fincerity, are 
in no part fo general j all the families are united, and a ftranger, always 
well received among them, foon finds himfelf at his eafe there. 

I had a letter for Mr. Cooke, one of the moft celebrated counfellors 
in the ftate. He is efteemed as one of thofe who unite the greateft 
talents to goodnefs, to virtue, and to kindnefs. He is faid to poffefs 
that delicacy in his profeffion, which has always appeared to me to be 
neceffary to make that of a counfellor the principal, and the moft re- 
fpedable, of all others. He never undertakes a doubtful cafe } and his 
fortune permits him to do his duty in juft caufes withoift emolument, 
to thofe clients who are not in a fituation to pay him. Can there be, 
for a man of talents and morality, a fituation in life preferable to that ? 
Always the advocate of juftice, labouring without ceafing to have it 
admimftered, in the manner fuch a clear and virtuous confcience fees 
it in; what employment of life can be compared to this? Here I 
point at the fpeculators in lands, in the funds, and upon the ruin of 
others, &c. &c.—call me a fool for avowing it. 

Mr. Carrol, one of the richeft inhabitants of the United States, has 
alfo a houfe at Annapolis, and many others in the ftate : he has in 
o-eneral the favourable opinion of the people. Mr. Cooke intro¬ 
duced me to Mr. Ogle, to the houfe of D*- Murray, and to many 

others. 
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others. All that I have Teen of the men and women of this city leads 
me to think it one of the places which a ftranger would be mod in¬ 
clined to choofe, if he did not catch the difeale of the country—the 
third: for fpeculation. 

1 olitics are here what they are in that part of Maryland T have juft 
quitted. At prefent the people here are held in admiration by the fuc- 
cefTes of Buonaparte, and I am very glad to have arrived at this period, 
in a city which is rather difpofed to Englifh opinions than to favourable 
ones of my country. 

A iepaiate peace with the emperor is wifhed for, which would com- 
• P e ^ °‘ E n g1and. It is by far the deareft of my wilhes ; but let us 
hope and fpcak of lhmething elfe. The inhabitants of Annapolis fay 
that the fituation is healthful, yet they confefs that they are fubjebl 
to fevers in autumn. d he country has not the appearance of being 
lb unhealthy as that of the other fide of the bay; but it is too much 
furrou tided by water and creeks of a flow current, to be depended upon 
as a falutarv abode. 

The county ol Ann Arundel, of which Annapolis is alfo the chief 
place, is peopled with about thirteen thoufand freemen, and eleven 
thoufand (laves. Wheat, maize, oats, and tobacco, are cultivated here. 
Iron is found, and three or four forges and furnaces for great works 
have been eftabhlhcd here during fbme years. 

A cord of oak wood cofts at Annapolis four dollars and a half, that 

of hiccory live and a half. Virginia coals have been burnt here about 
two years. 

The market here is very badly provifioned ; it is very often without 
beef; when there is any it fells at eight pence a pound, and mutton and 
veal at ten pence. Fifli, and efpecially perch, rockfilh, and fhads, 
abound in the proper feafon for them. 

1 learnt at Annapolis that Mr. Carroll in his large plantation near El- 
Kcot’s mill had attempted to cultivate the vine, without fuccefs, though 
he had employed vine-drefters whom he had expreflly fent for from 
V<>L ‘ lL Qj .France. 
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France. From $i&.tkey .concludehepe that the vine cannot profper, 
and that .tl)c y.ptv? caAirpfbq g u y4* ibis proves, that the natuifejOt the 
foil and of the cl in ate require feme paiticulai caic and attention, of 
which good obfervation, and longer expei lencc, may ltad to ti;^ dilco-. 
very of the fecret but it is lonpoflible to luppofe tiiat the toil ol ivlarv- 
land is incapable of producing good grapes. 

THE HISTORY, CONSTITUTION, AND LAWS OF MARYLAND. 

Annapolis being the feat of government, it appears to me proper to 
place here whatI have to fay of the hiftory and conftitution of Mary¬ 
land. . ’ ‘ !■•■* ip*!l 

The northern Rates of America owe their eftablifhment to the 
perfections which the Prefbyterians fuffered in England. 

Cecilius Calvert, Baron of Baltimore, a Catholic, received at his 
requeft in 1033 a charter from Charles the Fir ft, who gave to him 
and to his heirs the property of the countries to the north of the Po- 
tovvmack. This charter granted to Cecilius Calvert endowed him 
with the power and authority of making laws both civil and criminal, 
of raifing taxes, and granting honours. 

The enabling claufe of the charter Rated an intention of extending 
the Chriftian religion : Charles the Firft therein engages for himfelf 
and his heirs, never to lay upon the inhabitants of thefe new colonies any 
interior tax by an exterior legifature. 

The firft colony, compofed of about two hundred gentlemen of 
fortune, and rank, and the fame number of their partizans or 
domeftics, all Catholics, landed in the beginning of 1033 near to the 
mouth of the Potowmack, in Chefapeak-bay. They gave to their 
eftabliftiment the name of Maryland, fome fay in honour of the virgin, 
others that it was in honour of Queen Mary, wife of Charles the Firft. 
They made their eftablifhment in concert with the Indians, of whom 
they bought lands, and with whom they lived in great cordiality. 
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Thuy received for their eftabK&ment more fuccours from thefe 
(avages tha,, they could iexpefl; they provided them with game, and 
T In ^" y° toen ta "S ,u them how to make bread of maize. &c. 
tion f - a Umo,c • '^ohflted bis colony upon laws of entire tolera- 
' V “ y ll!t of tlle chrift * aa religion, without preference for 

ceffiveT UP °'‘ Q . ° f C1Vl1 liberty - Th!s “W received fuc- 

number of' an) "» neW ' m '= ral ‘ 0ns from Europe, and a confiderable 
f ” f ° PU ‘' imS Wh0m the laws of Virginia drove from their ins 

An ir n'AV' 1 confeI l l,CI > ce ®f which it increafcd Very much. 

timo re*"* l- °. ' Km “! lol n ’ cci 111 1 ° 38 > in concert with Lord Bai- 
° ’ a kmd of conduction for the formation of laws which (hould 
not e enforced till after they had received the fanction of two h^ 
end the approbation of the governor 

thaw& 7 confijied rf a g £ inbablantsTtbeJl^l exceed’ pr °"° UUCcd 
ihis colony was difturbed fucceffively by troubles which 

zfy *r tcd by Lord Bammo - “ \ h ::tz:: 

and excellent condUfl in all (ituations never failed him. 

After the death of Charles the Firft affairs changed r n 
was acknowledged by this province, which was thetfde^endent u"f 

The Ouh , d . Balt,m0re was ohiig^d to take refuge 'in Virginia 

S“rz:T cd after '* *•**■*#* -A ft a: 

doratiou of aiarles the Sec„ ‘ r ^ ** ~ 

the property of the date of M L ° rd Balt ™ ore was re-eftablithed i„ 
tiU the lad revo tion I, i h 7 ’ "'h"' h " he " S Were fi «d 

floated. ’ “ ' Vh ‘ Ch a part of th ' ir pofelfions was con- 

‘ ’ ' ' • y l’i ' -J[ i - * . • 

The conflitution of lG3.8 was revifed in ifi-n j , 
changes, was f.Upended during the trotdd , 

over it was refWrrl t n r„n • , rnoie were blown 

prefent conftitution was J a '’‘' rCmained fo tiU who. the 

Q.q 2 By 
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By this conftitution the general affembly is compofed of a houfe of 
delegates, and a fenate. Each county choofcs four members of the 
houfe of delegates: there are feventeen counties, and the cities of 
Annapolis and Baltimore nominate two each. The houle of dele, 
oates is renewed every year. The conditions required to become a 
member are to be twenty-one years of age, a citizen or tie it, 
a refident of the county of one year handing, and to be poffeffe o a 
property of the value of thirteen hundred and thirty dollars. The 
eledors of the reprefentatives are required to be twenty-one years ot 
ace and to be freemen, poffeffing a perfonal property of eighty dollars, 
or fifty acres of land. There are fifteen fenators who are choten for 
five years, by two eledors for each county, chofen by the cleftors who 
choofc the reprefentatives. Seven fenators out of the fifteen are re¬ 
quired to be of the eaftern part of the Bate, and eight of the weftern 
part; their fundions all ceafe together. In order to become a fenator 
it is required to be twenty-five years of age, to have been a refident 
of the date during the three years preceding, and to have a property c 
two thouland fix hundred and fixty-two dollais. 

The executive power confifts of a governor and five councilors j they 
are chofen by the majority of the two houfes united. The lame con* 
ditions required to become a fenator are required to become a eoun- 

fellor. A 

The governor is required to be twenty-five years of age at lea it, to 

be .poffeffcd of property to the amount of thirteen thouland two hun¬ 
dred and eighty-two dollars, and to have been a refident of the flat? 
during the five preceding years. 

The governor, with the advice of the council, appoints to all places, 
except to thole of Iheriifs, treafurers, and coroners. He has the power 
of expelling thofe from office who are in, except the judges.- He an¬ 
nuls or mitigates fentenccsi and is military chief by land and lea: he 
is defied for one year only, and can only be re-eledted for three years 
in feven. His place is filled in cafe of abfence or death, by the coun¬ 
cilor of the oldeft (landing. Every perfon before he enters into any 

nffinal 
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official functions is required to take an oath that he is of the Chriftian 
religion. 

With very few exceptions, very reafonable and of final! extent, all 
property in Maryland is fubjed to taxation. The legifiature has made 
a valuation of the lands in each county, and according to different 
rates, which vary from half a dollar to four and a half. Slaves arc 
valued according to their age and fex, from as low as forty dollars up 
to one hundred and twenty. The lotsin towns are valued in propor¬ 
tion to their rent } a hundred dollars when the rent is eight :• the houfca 
at a hundred dollars for every fixteen of rent<' 

Independently of thefe general taxes, every advocate at the time of 
liis ad million into a court pays eight dollars, and fo for every year ha 
continues his profefiion. The licences for keeping taverns pay eight- 
dollars ; thofe for felling fpirituous liquors fixteen.. Every marriage-• 
licence pays a tax of a dollar and two- thirds. - 

There are befides thefe a great many other taxes, upon legal 'pro- - 
ceedings, upon judgments, upon decifions of the court of chancery, and 
wpon thofe of the judge of the office of lands, &c. &c. - 

When the Hate has an occafion for taxes, the legiflature which votes' 
them-appoints in the fame bill five commifiioners for the county* 
Thefe commifiioners affemble, divide-the county into diftricts for taxa-; 
tion, and appoint an affeffor for each of thefe diftri&s. . It .is the .duty 
of thefe affefibrs- to make ufe of all legal means to know the taxable? 
property of- every individual. Falfe returns made, by proprietors are 
punilhed by an- augmentation of* the tax, to the double, or triple, ac-- 
cording to the nature'of the cafe. - 

rho bales for the valuation of lands, and-other-property--mentioned: 
above, dired the affeffors in afeertaining the quota of the. tax > to be^ 
paid by each individual. Their labour is fubmitted to the five com- - 
million ers--of the county, who afterwards appoint the ^colledors; thefe* 
depofit the money they colled into the treafiiry-cheH of x>ne of the 
two parts of the Hate, according to the fituation of the- county where 
the tax-is raffed, for the more-ready execution of their duty, under the, 

inljpe&ioaci 
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jnfpe&ion of the commiffioners: the colledlors are required to give 
fecurity. The goods, movable and immovable, of taxable perfons 
may be feized by the collectors, in default of payment, and thofc alfo 
of the collectors are liable to feizure, for negligence in their cohesion, 
The commiilioners receive a dollar and a halt for every day they are 
employed. They fix the falaries of the affeffors, which cannot ex¬ 
ceed fix ty-fix dollars: the collectors are rewarded with four per cent 
of what they receive. The ftate has not laid a tax fince 3 / 80 ; it 
amounted in that year to two hundred and eighty-four thouiand dol¬ 
lars, and the expence of cohesion was only two and a half per cent. 
Xbe taxes upon the profeffion of an advocate, and upon licences joined 
to thole which are produced by legal proceffes, by fines, See. with the 
jncreate of the interefts of the capitals of the ftate, have been iufncient 
to pay all the expences of government, which are eflimated from 
feventy to eighty thoufand dollars per annum. The ftate has no debts 
except that of a hundred and fifty-one thoufand dollars by the Union, 
eltimated by the commiffioners whom I have fo often mentioned. It 
has in the Engliffi funds fifty thoufand pounds fterling, which were 
placed there before the revolution, of which England acknowledges 
the claim, and to which even the Engliffi minifter has given counte¬ 
nance ; but Maryland has not yet been able to obtain payment from 
the bank in which thefe fums are placed. The ftate is deprived of 
this income by particular reafons of ftate, and by the negligence or 
bad conduCf of its agents in England. So this capital of fifty thoufand 
pounds fterling has been increafing by accumulated intereft during 
thirty years. The taxes for every county are not the fame, but they 
are taxed at the mean rate of a dollar and a half, for two hundred and 
feveu-feven dollars in value of all taxable property. 

The towns have alfo their particular taxes, according to their wants; 
that of Baltimore amounts to four dollars^or every two hundred and 
feventy-feven dollars of taxable property. 

Every one acquires the rights of a citizen of the ftate of Mary¬ 
land, by only making oath before a public officer of his profeffion of 

Chriftianity, 
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Chriftianity,’ and of allegiance to the laws, and to theftate. The 
power of poffefling every fpecles of property, and of enjoying all the 
advantages of a native citizen of the ftate, is the immediate confe- 
quence of this oath, except the right of performing public fun&ions. 
foreigners are exempt bv the law from taxation for two years, and 
during four years if they be traders, workmen, or manufacturers. 

I cannot fpeak at any length of the fyftem of the laws of Maryland, 
becaufe I have not been able to procure a collection of them, notwith¬ 
standing the obhgingnefs of the perfons to whom I applied. I have 

P° eu * n an °thei place of thofe of which I had a knowledge as far as I 
could obtain it. 

The importation of negroes from Africa prohibited by the law ceafed 
t ere in 1763 . The introduction of negroes from other Hates is for¬ 
bidden by a recent law, with the necefTary reftricftion for the emigrants 
who bring them as domeftics. 


ROAD TO FEDERAL CITY. 

The company of Mr. Yates, an Englifh merchant, whom I had 
een in the iociety at Annapolis, and who went to Upper Marlborough , 
induced me to prefer this road, notwithstanding the inconveniency of 
three paflages over rivers, which I could have avoided by taking that 
©f Blade,,'jburg. The country from Annapolis to South-river rifes a 
little, at leaft it is divided by fmall elevations, which are not much 
more than.banks, fitmlar to the other fide of the bay. The landfeape 

1S . erabeJ ,fhed Wlth handfome country-houfes, and with farm-houfes, 
almoft all ot hnek, which are more frequent here. The lands are 
not llripped of trees, like thofe on the other fide ; and as at this feafon 
ie ruit-trees begin to. bloffom, they are more diftingufthable by their 
colours than at any other time of the year. The lands as far as South- 
river are cultivated for corn, which is grown almoft every-where; for 
maxze, which is not planted fo early; and the reft is laid out into mea¬ 
dows. 




TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


daws. In other refpe&s, there is every-where the lame negligence of 
tillage, wooden fences, and what is more difagreeable and fatiguing to 
^traveller, a great number of gates to open. South-River is paffed by 
a-very good ferry-boat, at about two miles from its mouth in the bay; 
the paffage is a. league, the breadth of the river more than a mile, and 
;.its navigation does not extend three miles farther. At the head ot 
the.navigation there is an infpetfion or excite office for tobacco, 
which is carried on .by the fame means as in Virginia, but with lefs 
care than upon James-River. The profped in palling the South-River 
is rich and agreeable; the ground rifes and tails in gentle undulations, 
and is well furnithed with trees. The nature of the country beyond 
the river .is the fame, and much more variegated than on this fide. At 
prelent they are preparing the lands for the planting of tobacco. Af¬ 
ter,having worked .the land it is thrown into fmall hillocks: this is 
.the mode of their adual labour in the fields. During that time the 
tobacco fown upon beds prepared for that purpofe,, as I have oblerved 
in fpeaking of Virginia, begins to rife up. In fome fields it is kept 
covered under leaves, or dry branches of trees. In others where the 
fields are..cloler, or where there is a natural Hoping in the land in a 
good fituation, it is not covered. The cultivation of tobacco, which 
had been ve.ry much negleded during feveral years, is more followed 
this year on account of .the high price it bears in Europe ; but the 
foil has been fo long worked with this exhaufting produce, and is fo 
badly manured (for manure is abfolutely neceifary for tobacco when 
the foil is not .newly broken up), that it is not capable of producing 
good crops. The corn is here very feldom attacked by the Hellian 
fly, and the .cultivators of this fide of the bay are equally unac¬ 
quainted with the caufe of their being exempt from them as thofe 
on the .other fide .are with the reafon why they arc tormented with 
■them. 

During the laft three days the weather has been what would be 

.sailed very hot in fummei:, and there have beeu four days, during 

which 
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winch it was fo cold as to require a great coat to ride in. Thefe fud- 
den and iitegular variations in the temperature arc extremely incom¬ 
modious. 

The woods upon the road are but few, and thefe few which re¬ 
main are cutting down to make room for the fowing of tobacco. 
New land that is tolerably good will produce two crops of it following- 
each other fucceffively ; but after that it would be incapable of pro¬ 
ducing any thing without manure, in every place upon my journey 
I have obferved the greatefl quantity of land, which I have feen to be 
m an exhauded date : never any manure, no reiterative tillage, no 
change in the productions, nor any of thofe limple proceffes in agri- 
culture which tend to invigorate the foil. Independently of the ex¬ 
pellees of making, and the cudoms to be overcome in eftablilhin®- 
an order of things fo elfentially ufeful, the planters give as a reafon 
for continuing their bad fyftem. of culture, the neceffity there is of ob¬ 
taining large crops of maize for the provifion of their numerous (laves. 
This reafon, which can arife only from want of reflection, or from 
lazinel's, may ferve to prove however that the inhabitants of Maryland 
begin to feel fome inconvenience from their negroes. 

The river of Potakent, which is pafled at Mount-Pleafant-ferry, is 
but about a hundred fathoms wide there, but this point is feventy-five 
miles from its mouth in the bay, and it is only five miles from Mount- 

pleafant, where it ceafes to be navigable for veflels of two hundred 
tons burden. 

Green trees, of which there are but few to be feen in the ead part 
of Maryland, at lead: in the counties which I have palled through, are 
much more abundant on this fide; but not fo much fo as in many other 
dates. The cedar, the Scotch-pine, the cyprefs, and the fpruce-tree, 

are the mod common. There are alio fome pines called pins du Lord 
but their number is but fmall. 

Upper-Marlborough is three miles from Mount-Pleafant-ferry : it is 
the chief place of Prince George’s county. The court of judice was 
itting on t.iC day I palled there ; and the only inn of this fmall village 
VoL - IL R f contains. 
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contains, or entertains, all thofe whom buttnefs or cunofity always draws 
to a court. It was then crowded, and the certainty that it would be fa 
had taken Mr. Cook from Annapolis, for the purpofc of engaging me 
not to flop till I came to the houfe of Mr. Dixes, five miles further, 
for whom he had given me a letter. This mode'is very much prac- 
tifed in Maryland and Virginia, hofpitality is the general cha- 

rafter; and the delicacy of an European, which at fir ft leems back¬ 
ward in profiting freely by this hofpitality, toon becomes reconciled to 
it, when he fees how Ample and natural it is, and how the-matters of. 
houfes who load a traveller with kindnefs feem to be pleafed with, 
him for having given them an opportunity of treating him in that 
manner. All agree in' faying that this difpohtion is moie general 
in Maryland and Virginia than any-where elfe ; but it is my duty 
to repeat that I have found it common throughout America. 

Embracing the favour of Mr. Cook’s letter, 1 went to Mr. Dixes;. 
a young woman carried it to him, and hi a little time after I was in¬ 
troduced into the parlour of an old man who could hardly walk ; but 
he received me in the bell; manner. He is not the matter of the 
houfe; it belongs to the widow of his brother, with whom he lodges,, 
and to whom I was immediately prefented. She is a woman of about 
fixty years of age, of very agreeable manners, with the deportment 
and tone of the bell company. I was recommended to the old man y 
bis infirm ftate feemed to claim my moft afiiduous attentionit is 
him then which I have the mott to obferve. This good old man, of 
ninety years of age, fpoke with great animation, and particularly 
againft France. He is a catholic, a priett, and a jefuit: thefe titles 
are certainly Efficient tojuftify the pafiion with which he exprelTed 
himfelf upon every thing relative to that country, except the prtefis 
and the nobility, who, /aid he, deferve to have an abode in another country . 
« I was reading,” laid he, “ a French book when you came in, and one 
of the beft in your language; though I detett your country, people 
long ttnee with atheifts and villains, I like its language, tor theie are 

here and there good French works, better than in any other language.' 

° I was 
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I was curious to know what my good old boll; regarded as the mafter- 
p.ece ot p rench literature. It was the mandate of the archbifhop 

R l, '.‘ °^ lei 0f BeaumQnt a g ain ^ the decree of the parliament of 
1 arts for the profeription of the Jefuits. “ Oh ! fir,” added he, “ vour 
people are the dregs of nations, a race of mifereants. It is for the 
pumfhment of their fins that God has permitted the prefent revolu¬ 
tion ; it is a fcourge which he has in his hand to chaftife that infidel 
people, and which he will never lay down till his wrath fihall he ap¬ 
pealed,^ and.that will probably be a long time firff for he has a o T eat 
many fans to pun.fli.” It was not my intention to hurt the feel in-s 
of tins old jefuit, who all this time offered me wine, afked me in the 
moff cord,al manner to dine with him, and engaged me to pafs feveral 

• a>S at ' 1S houfe * 1 on l v i-eprcfented to him, in a gentle manner, that 
it appeared to me that the wrath of God would not be confined to the 
chaltilenient of the French people ; and that they might alfo be conk 
neuc as a lcourge which God would make ufe of to punifh feme 
otier powers fuch as the emperor for example, upon whom the late 
vifloi ies of Buonaparte fell, and our holy father the Pope, who at 
ut time was in inch danger, and who neverthelefs was Purely not a 
mnu . O Mn l eplied he, “ all this is only a temporary evil to our 
o v ather; God will declare himfelf in his favour when he thinks it 
a p.oper ieafon for that purpofe : but he will never pardon this race 
of at he ills and rafeals ; and you will foon fee them difperfed and an- 
m nlatech unlets that God will fuffer them to be recalled to the faith 
and practice of their fathers: but I fear that ,h« goodnefs of God can- 
not go f0 far towards a people who have fo long continued to amafs 
fuch enormous crimes upon their heads. “ In fhort,” continued this ex- 

‘ ipC " a d ° d man ‘ “ do 7° u defire ^ know the true caufe of the French 
revolution . A great number of our brave catholics here fee it in the 
writings of Voltaire and Rouffeau ; but I think otherwife. They 
were doubtlefs very worthlefs men, whofe writings have fpread very 
bad piinciples, but that .s not the caufe of the French revolution; it 

^ r 2 arofe 
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arole entirely from the deftruflion of the fociety of Jefuits. A people 
who has committed fuch a crime was a foolift and abominable race, 
and who would dcftroy of courfe all power, all property, and over¬ 
throw all the laws, fince they had deftroyed an order of men fo ufeful, 
fo lacred, and fo obvioudy the favourites of God.” I was fcrupaloas 
of contradiaing my aged hoft, otherwife fo obliging whom I lhould 
have fo little convinced, and whom my opinion would have fo b ad y 
recompenfcd for a good reception. It was neccffary to deplore a little 
with him the deftruaion of fuch a holy fociety, the detoufim c. the 
principle of all virtue, and of all order, and to acknowledge tha the 
true caufe of the French revolution was in the abolition o t ie Je ui s, 
where, till then, I confeffed 1 had been fo little enlightened as not to 
have fought for it. 1 had alfo to attend to a young babbler of a pnett, 
who was not willing to grant that the deflruftion of the Jefuits was 
the moft hideous and the molt unpardonable of crimes. In this man¬ 
ner 1 pleafed my old Jefuit, and amufed myfelf by contradiaing the 
young pedant, until dinner-time. It was Wednefday m paflion week, 
the dinner was therefore very fparing, quite catholic, and con e- 
quently not very reftorattve to a traveller. 1 do not know whether 
my friends will excufe me for making fuch a long article of t > 
dotard ; but at leaft It will be an additional proof to this indubitable 
and well-known truth, that iutereft and the paffions are the fpeflaces 
through which men view the greateft events. Marcel Jaw the in- 
tereft of kingdoms and the great fecret of diplomacy in the art ot 
dancing, in its propagation, and as he faid in a minuet; and the old 
Rev. Mr. Dixes faw the French revolution in the deflruflion of tne 

Jefuits. ... c ntrv 

As to the reft, the manner of treating the injuries of my coui y 

excepted, it is impoffible to have fhewn more kindnefs for me than 

old Mr. Dixes did, and to have been more obliging and more cm 

than Mrs. Dixes, his fifter-in-law, who is really amiable, and appear 

to be altogether a very good woman. ^ 
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I had met in parting over Mount-Pleafant-ferry a young man, who 
underftanding that I intended to go to Federal-City, propofed that 
we fhould travel together, and promifed to meet me at the houfe 
of the old jefuit. He was faithful to his appointment. Two other 
inhabitants of Federal-City were with him, fo that by their com¬ 
pany I was eafed of the inquietude common to ftrangers travelling in 
Maryland, left they fhould lofe their way, for there are no dire<5!ion 
ports by the road fide to point out the true way, and the houfes are fo 
thinly fcattered, that a traveller may wander about a great deal without 
having an opportunity of being informed of the right road. 

The politics of my new travelling companions were very different 
from thofe of the houfe I had juft quitted. “ Is it true,” faid one of 
them to me, “ that France has declared war againjl America “I 
believe nothing of it,” anfwered I ; “ France loves America fin- 
cerely ; fhe has a little quarrel with the government, but fhe wifhes 
for nothing more than the happinefs and profperity of the people of 
America.” 

“ Thefe reports of a declaration of war are falfe, and fpread by the 
merchants who wifh to raife the price of their commodities, or by the 
Englifh who wifh the Americans to hate the French.” “ Ah ! fir, 
they will never fucceed in that; and fhould France be in the wrong, 
fhe has rendered us fervices fufficient not to be treated fo rigoroufly : 
and as for me, if this country fhould go to war with France, I would 
go over to the fide of the French, and take my friends with me.” 

■And I alfo —“ And I alfo, laid the other two. te If an American 
were to fight againft a Frenchman,” faid they in the courfe of their 
convention, in which I took part only for the fake of fupporting it, 

“ that would be like fighting againft his father.” “ And worfe ftill,” 
faid another, “ for our father has only given us life, and it very often 
happens that he does not give us any money. France has given us 
liberty, advanced us millions when our paper currency was in great 
diferedit, and that at a time when fhe waa not fure that we fhould 
ever be able to repay it j and fhe has lent us troops and fhips. Thefe 

villanous 
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villanous EnglUh merchants with us to forget all this, that they may 
fell us their merchandize the dearer, but they will not faceted m then 

del The affeftion which thefe brave fellows fo plainly manifefted to 
have for France was united with an attachment for the unfortunate 
M . d e la Fayette ; and it is remarked, that it is the fame throughout 
America, and that the fentiment of hatred for France, and inoiderence 
about la Fayette, are alfo found united in the oppohte party. “Is it 
not ihameful,” laid my fellow travellers, “ that the United States 
fhould have done nothing for that brave man who has rendered us o 
many fervice® If the prefident had demanded him from the Emperor, 
it is certain he would have given him up to us, for he belongs to us. 

Without doubt ” added they, “ the prefident thought that he did well 
in not demanding him, but he would have done better if he had, and 
alfo if he had not made that infamous treaty; and be allured, fir, that 
we are very numerous in every part of America who think the 

fciincf* 

I detail this convention, to which I affirm that I add nothing, m 
the fir ft place, perhaps, becaufe it gave me pleafure, and then becaule 
it is, whatever the Englifli may fay of it, the expreffion of me lenti- 
ments of a great majority of the people of America; fentiments whic 
France ought carefully to maintain without abuhng them, anc. w ,ucn, 
in the mean time, ihe would put an end to by alienating them, if 
ffie were not to condud herfelf with juftice and liberality towards 
America*—if (he does not ipeedily put a (lop to all tne piracies whic 
are exercifed at this time by her commiffioners in the v\ eft lnmes, 
at which every honeft Frenchman revolts who is a friend to is 
country, under whatever denomination he may come. 

I could every day recount fimilar examples, mi theie a.e but few 
taverns at which 1 ftop where I do not hear the fame exprefiions of 
attachment, from which I become every day more perfuaded of the 
jieceffity of fpreading in this country .wife and moderate writings, 
which ffiould dilplay the actual political fttuation of France with the 


ET THE DUKE DE EA ROCIIEFOUCAULT LTANCOURT. 


311 


United States, and (hew that fhe is the friend of America, and that it 
is her intereft always to he fo. 

The country from Upper Marlborough to Eajlern-branch rifes f uc - 
eeffivelv, and every-where prefents the fame range of barren and bad 
cultivated lands. From the tops of the mountains which border upon 
the Eaftern-brancb, the river Potowmack is feen far beyond Geor-e- 
Town, and as far as Alexandria. The Eaftern-branch is alfo feen\v 
its courfe for five or fix miles ; and, in fhort, there is a prolpecft of the 
whole fite of the new city, the public and private buildings of which 
may be diftmguiffied as they rife : this view is fublime and beautiful} 
but Efficiently confined by the heights beyond the Potowmack to 

enable the eye to embrace the various obje&s of it without bein- loft 
in its immenfity. 

Tne county of Prince George, of which Upper Marlborough is tha 
chief place, is peopled by about twenty-two thoufand inhabitants, of 
which twelve thoufand are negro flaves. Tobacco is cultivated hers 
in a confiderably large quantity, and is reckoned the beft in Maryland. 

. ^ ma y bc remar ked, that in this county, as in almoft all the others- 
m this ftate, the old towns or villages are built at the place where the 
rivers begin to be navigable, becaufe tobacco being formerly the only- 
article ot exportation, it was neceflary that the warehoufes for infpe<ft- 

mg it ffiould be placed in fuch fitbations-, and they have ferved as * 
pattern to other houfes. 


The Eaftern-branch is patted in a tolerably good boat, a little too* 
flat, and a great deal too fmall for the quantity* of horfes which are. 
taken into it. I paffied in this boat with ten horfes and a carriage, and 
was uneafy till I arrived on the other fide. The paffage over this river 
is from three quarters of a mile to a league. After having croffed it 
you enter* into Federal-City, that is to fay, in its fite. for at prelent 
mere are only a few houfes to be feen in this capital of the United* 
states—m this metropolis of North America. 

But as Federal-City is by its deflation, or at leaft by the projetf of 
its-deftination, a principal point in the territory, as well as in the in¬ 
terior. 
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terior policy of the United States, I {hall fpeak of it at fome length, 
and in fuch a manner that the hiftory of this great projeft may be 
well comprehended; and of the means employed for its execution, ot 
its fituation, a&ual and defigned, as well as a mature examination of 
all the circumfbances enable me to forefee. 

FEDERAL-CITY. 

A little time after the conftitution of the United States was made, 
its partizans—and no one was then accufed of not being fo—faw, that to 
make the fyftem of confederation complete it was neceffary to eftablilh 
a oeneral feat of government in a central point of the United States, 
independent of every particular {bate, and of which the Sovereignty 
Ihould belong to the Union. As the general government exercifed a 
judicial authority apart from that of the feveral {bates, the vicinity of 
its tribunals to thofe of a particular {bate, which, having a juris¬ 
prudence of its own, might inflia a different punifhment from that of 
the Union for the fame crime, and even on the fame {pot, was a great 
inconvenience, and was to be remedied. The advantages refulting 
from the refidence of the general government in a particular {bate 
might be the occafion of jealoufy among the {bates, and caufe the di¬ 
lution of the Union ; and this fource of difcontent it was neceffary to 
remove : neither Philadelphia nor New-York was placed in the centre 
of the {bates ; and the deputies of the fouthern {bates being removed at 
a greater diftance from the feat of the government than thofe of the 
north, this circumftance might be a caufe of diffatisfadbion to the 
former, and interrupt that harmony it was fo important to preferve. 
To conclude ; the fovereign government having fomcthing of a fidbion 
in its exiftence, its eftablifhment in a territory belonging folely to the 
Union, and in which it could exercife all adbs of fovereignty without 
any mixture of other fovereign authority, would .give it a greater ap¬ 
pearance of reality : fuch were the principal reafons which were in 

fadb plaufible for adopting the fcheme of placing the refidence of the 

general 
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general government in a territory abfolutely ceded to the Union. In 
July 1790 the Congrefs paffed a law to this effect, in which the fol¬ 
lowing are the principal provifions : 

lit. To authorize the general government to accept, for the perma¬ 
nent feat of its refidence, a territory which fihall not exceed ten miles 
fquare, at the confluence of the Potowmack and the Eaftcrn- branch, or 
Connoge cheque } but with a refervation to the ft ate in whole limits the 
teuitory at prelent is, of the exercife of its fovcreignty without im¬ 
peachment by this law, till the aftual eftablilhment of the general go¬ 
vernment in iuch territory, unlefs the Congrefs fhall provide otherwife 
by a fubfcquent law. 

—, To authoi ize the prelident of the United States to appoint, 
and continue with ialaries, three commiffioners to furvey, meafure, 
and defcribe the limits of ftich diftridl, with the limitations above 
provided ; the faid commiffioners to a<51 under the direction and con¬ 
trol, of the prelident of the United. States.—Two of the three, at 
leaft, agreeing to each a£h 

3d. To authorize the faid commiffioners to purchafe or receive 
the ceffion ol fuch lands on the eaft bank of the Potowmack as the 
prefident of the United States fhall judge proper for the ufe of the 
general government; and to enjoin the laid commiffioners to have in 
preparation on the firft Monday in December ] SOO the buildings necef- 
lary for the reception of the Congrefs, the prefident, and other officers 

of the United States; the whole to be ere&ed upon plans adopted bv 
the prefident. 

4th. To authorize and enjoin the prefident to accept donations of 
money, which may be contributed towards the defraying the expences 
of luch acquiiitions and buildings. 

5th. To declare, that on the firft Monday of December isoo 
the government of the United States fhall be transferred to fuch dif- 
tn 6 i and place as is before mentioned. To require, that the feveral 
offices attached to the government fhall, in like manner, be tranfi- 
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ferred to the fame place, under the fuperintendance of thofe tvho 
at the time being (hall be at the head of fuch offices, and that 
thenceforth the bufmefs of fuch offices (hall be tranfafted only m the 
Paid place : and to affign for the payment of the expences occafioned 
by fuch removal the duties on importation and tonnage to the extent 

This law, which paffcd while the Congrefs fat at New York pro- 
Tided alfo, that the government of the United States Ihould be le- 
moved to Philadelphia, to remain there till the fir ft Monday of Decem¬ 
ber 1800 , the period of its inftallation in its permanent refidence. 

The Congrefs had been previoufly affured of the favourable dilu¬ 
tion of the States of Virginia and Maryland towards this plan j both 
one and the other having, in preceding fittings of their legiflatures, 
offered to cede the part of their territory neceffary to its completion. 
The feat of the government certainly could not be better chofen: it 
-was not only central, but was at a diftance from all danger of being 
difturbed by a foreign power, in any cafe of war j and was a fituatioa 
favourable for the ereftion of a great commercial city, with ample 
means of being furnifhed with provifions, and in a fine and healthy 

P A*s the ftates of Virginia and Maryland had an evident advantage in 
the eftablifhment of the government in the place chofen by this law, 
they were adive to forward the execution of the fcheme, towar 
which Virginia gave the union the fum of a hundred and twenty 
thoufand dollars, and Maryland, feventy-two thoufand dollars, 
proprietors of lands on the fpot chofen for the new city had an inter* 
ffill more immediate in the plan. They gave the union the absolute 
property of the half of the lots of which the city was to be compo e . 
They alfo gratuitoufty ceded all the ground neceffary for ftreets an 
fquares, with a refervation of eighty dollars to be paid for e ^ cr ^ aC ^ 
employed in forming public gardens. The lots remaining in t e lan 
of individual proprietors, and thofe that became the piopeity 
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federal government, were to be fo diflributed that individuals and 
-the government fhould equally divide the advantage and inconvenience 
of the refpe&ive fituations of the feveral lots. 

In March 1796 the Congrefs palfed a law, by which the commif- 
fioners were empowered to borrow, with the fan&ion of the prefident. 
of the United States, the fum of three hundred thoufand dollars, to de¬ 
fray the expences of the eflablifhment ordered by the law of 1790, 
with provil'oes, that they fhould not borrow more than two hundred 
thoufand dollars in the fame year, nor pay more than fix per cent for 
the loan; that the fums borrowed fhould be redeemable in 1803 ; 
and that the lots in the city belonging to the government, not fold, 
and defined to be fo, fhould be the pledge for the loan, and the means 
of its re-payment, the United States undertaking to make good the 
deficiency, if there fhould be any. The fame law enjoined the com- 
miflioners to make a return every fix months to the Secretary of the 
treafury of expenditures of the fums thus borrowed. 

The commiffioners, therefore, had at their difpofition a hundred 
and ninety-two thoufand dollars, the donations of Virginia and Mary¬ 
land ; and three hundred thoufand dollars, the loan authorized by the 
Congrefs, independent of the produce of the fale of lots, the property 
of the general government, which they were empowered to fell, with 
certain reftriaions impofed by the prefident of the United States. 

The navigation of the Potowmack was interrupted in many places 
below Cumbeiland, to the diflance of a hundred and ninety-two miles 
fiom tne feat of the new city; but more efpecially at fifteen miles 
above George-Town, where there was a great fall, and at a place fix 
miles nearer, where there was alefs confiderable fall. A company had 
been incorporated by the flatcs of Virginia and Maryland, in 178-4, 
by the name of the Potouomack Company ; with a grant of tolls on dif¬ 
ferent canals they had undertaken. 1 he adoption of the icheme of 
-eftablifhmg the general government on the banks of the Potowmack, 
gave new activity to thefe undertakings, which had begun to languifh. 

.In 1/95 the filares of this company, which at its eflablifhment 
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amounted to five hundred, at four hundred and forty-four dollars each, 
were increafed to fix hundred; and thus the company had the difpofal 
of two hundred and feventy thoufaud four hundred dollars to im¬ 
prove the navigation of the Potowmack The Bates of Virginia and 
Maryland were moreover particularly interefled in the fuccefs of the 
company, by being proprietors of a great number of its fliares. 

When the undertakings of this company ffiall be fimfhed, the pro¬ 
duce of an 1 mine rife extent of country, which at prelent is conveyed 
by land to Philadelphia and Baltimore, will find a more ample, ready, 
and lefs expenfive market through the means of this great river; and 
Federal-City will acquire new refources both for its conlumption 
and its commerce, adding greatly to the natural advantages of its fix¬ 
ation. . 

The point of land which feparates the Potowmack from the eaft 

branch, and which is within the fite of the new city, is, at different 
times of the year, not only difficult, but dangerous to double : and 
the feaft-branch prelenting the greateft depth of water, and the iafeft 
anchorage for fliips, it became an objed of importance to join the 
Potowmack to that branch by a canal; befides, that fuch a canal would 
be of great advantage to the new city. Two lotteries were autho¬ 
rized by the ftate of Maryland, in 1798, for the forming fuch a canal; 
each lottery confifting of a hundred and feventy-five thoufand dollars, 
of which a profit of fifteen per cent, that is to fay, twenty-fix thou¬ 
fand two hundred and fifty thoufand dollars was granted to the canal. 

Such were the means employed for the eflabliffiment of Federal- 
City, whofe fite extends more than three miles along the banks of the 
Potowmack, and the Eaft-branch } and includes four thoufand one 
hundred and twenty-four acres fquare. 

In America, where, more than in any other country in the world, 
a defire for wealth is the prevailing paffion, there are few fchemes 
which are not made the means of extenfive fpeculations; and that of 
the erecting of Federal-City prefented irrefiftible temptations, which 
were not in fad uegleded. 

JMr, 
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Mr. Morris was among the fir ft to perceive the probability of im- 
menfe gain in fpeculations in that quarter; and, in conjun&ion with 
Meffrs. Nicholfon and Greenleaf, a very fhort time after the adoption 
of the plan purchafed every lot he could lay hold on, either from the 
commifiioners or individual proprietors; that is to fay, every lot that 
either one or the other would fell at that period. Of the commiffion- 
ers he bought fix thoufand lots at the price of eighty dollars per lot, 
each containing five thoufand two hundred and fixty-five fquare feet. 
The conditions of his bargain with the commifiioners, which was con¬ 
cluded in 1793 , were, that fifteen hundred of the lots fhould be chofen 
by him in the north-eaft quarter of the city, and the remaining 
four thoufand five hundred wherever Mr. Morris and his partners 
Ci -°‘ e to leledt them ; that he fhould ere<ft an hundred and twenty 
houfes of brick, and with two ftories, on thele lots within the fpace of 
feven years; that he fhould not fell any lot before the firft of January 
179<3, nor without the like condition of building ; and finallv, that the 
payment for the lots fhould be completed within feven years, to com—- 

mence on the lft of May 1794 ; a feventh part to be paid annually_ 

that is to fay, about fixty-eight thoufand dollars yearly, the purchafe 
money for the whole being four hundred and eighty thoufand dollars. 

The lots purchafed by Mr. Morris from individuals amounted to 
nearly the fame number, and were bought at the fame price. The 
periods for payment varied with the different proprietors, and are 
not of importance in this general hiftory of Federal-City. 

The fale made to Mr. Morris was the only one of like extent made 
either by the commifiioners or individuals. Expecting a higher price,, 
the commifiioners waited for a time when demands for habitations 
would be more numerous. The private proprietors afted on the fame 
principle,, and both one and the other,, in the fale made to Mr. Morris*, 
confidered it chiefly as the means of haftening the completion of the 
city, by the inducement he would have to fell part of his lots,, and fo* 
augment the number of perlons interefled in the rapid progrefs of 
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the undertaking. Mr. Morris, in hO, fold about a thoufand of his 
lots within eighteen months of his purchafe. The building: of a houfe 
for the prefident, and a place for the fittings of the Congrefs, exited, 
in the purchafcrs of lots, the hope of a new influx of fpeculations. 
The public papers were filled with exaggerated pra.fes of the new 
city * accounts of the rapidity of its progrefs towards completion; m a 
wed, with all the artifices which trading people in every part of the 
world are accuffomed to employ in the difpofal of their wares, and 
which are perfectly known, and amply praftifed in this new wor . 

Mr. Law and Mr. Dickinfon, two gentlemen that had lately arrived 
from India, and both with great wealth, General Howard, General 
Lee, and two or three wealthy Dutch merchants, were the perfons 
who bought the greatefl number of lots of Mr. Morris; but none 
more than Mr. Law, who purchafed four hundred and forty-five lots. 
The loweft they gave was two hundred and ninety-three dollars per 
lot—or rather five pence for each fquare foot, of Maryland money; 
for all the lots were not abfolutely of the fame extent. Many of the 
lots fold for fix, eight, and ten pence per fquare foot; the laft comers 
conftantly paying a higher price, and the fituation of the lots alfo mak- 
in<r a difference in their value. Some of the more recent pur chafers, m 
order to have one or more of the entire fquares into which the whole 
was divided, or for other purposes of their fpeculations, ma e t ei 
purchafes of the commiflioners, paying at the fame rate for them. 
The bargains were all clogged with the fame conditions to build as 
-that of Mr. Morris. The number of lots fold in this manner 
amounted to fix hundred. Each of the purchafers chofe his ground 
according to the opinion he had of its general advantages, and of its 
be in o' in a neighbourhood that would the moff readily be filled with 
houfes. The neighbourhood of the prefident 1 s houfe, of the Capita, 
of George-Town, the banks of the Potowmack, the Point, and tie 
banks of the .Eaff-branch, were the places chiefly chofen by the fir 
purchafers. 


The 
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The opinion that the ground marked out for tfhe whole city would 
foon be filled was fo general, and the prefident of the United States 
and the commiffioners were fo'much of the fame opinion, that in their 
regulations they prohibited the cultivating any portion of the ground 
otherwife than for gardens ; or to build houfes with lefs than two 
ftories, or even to build houfes of wood. 

Thefe regulations were, however, fpeedily afterwards withdrawn ; 
and the original proprietors had liberty to inclole and cultivate at their 
pleafure the ground they had not difpofed of. 

Mr. Blodget, one of the mod confiderable and intelligent {peculators 
of Philadelphia, having purchafed a large quantity of lots, under the 
pretence of forwarding the building of the city, but more probably 
with the real motive of difpofing moll fecurely and advantageoufly of 
his acquifitions, made two lotteries for the difpofal of them. The 
principal lot of the firft was a handlome tavern, built between the 
capitol and the Prefident’s houfe, valued at fiftythoufand dollars; the 
three principal lots of the fecond were three houfes to be erected near 
the capitol, of the refpedive value of twenty-five thoufand, fifteen 
thoufand, and ten thouland, dollars. Thele lotteries were made be- 
foie the prohibition of the Hate of Maryland to make private lotteries, 
without the authority of the legiflature. The; were powerfully pa¬ 
tronized by the commiffioners, who considered them as the means of 
advancing the building of the city. It appears that thefe lotteries 
were attended with the effed propofed to himfelf by Mr. Blodget, 
that of gaining a large profit on the difpofal of his lots, and that he 
was the only perfon not deceived in the tranfaition. 

The Ipeeulations of Mr. Morris, and the iucceeding purchafers, had 
not the lame rapid luccels. After the plan of the city had been for a 
while admired for its beauty and magnificence, people began to per¬ 
ceive that it was too extenfive, too gigantic, for the adlual circum- 
ffances of the United States, and even for thole which muff follow 
for a feries of years, admitting that no intervening accidents arrefted 
the progrefs of their profperity. It was difcovered that the immenfe 
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extent of ground marked out for the city would not be fo fpeedily 
covered with houfes as was expefted ; and every proprietor of lots 
intrigued to get the neighbourhood of his lots fiilt inhabited. From 
that°inftant the common, intereft ceafed, and the proprietors became 
rivals. Each began to build in his own quarter, with the hope of 
drawing thither the new-comers. Each vaunted of the advantages of 
that fide of the city where his property lay, and depreciated others. 
The public papers were no longer filled with the excellencies of 
Federal-City, but with thole of one or other of its quarters. 

The commiflioners were not altogether clear from this venal con- 
teft. Two of them poffeffed lots near George-Town ; and if that had 
not been the cafe, their habits and prejudices relative to the city would 
have determined their opinion as to the advantage of beginning to 
build in one quarter or another, and would not have permitted them 
to remain indifferent fpedators of the emulation of the feveral pro¬ 
prietors. 

There were four principal quarters to which different interefts had 
drawn the greateft number of houfes. The inhabitants of Geoige- 
Town, who had purchafed a great many lots in their neighbourhood, 
maintained that a fmall town already built was the proper fpot to 
begin the new city, by facilitating and augmenting its refources. They 
boafted of the port of George-Town, and reprefented the commerce al¬ 
ready belonging to the place as a favourable opening to the general 
commerce of the city. 

The proprietors of lots near the Point declared that fituation to be 
the mod airy, healthy, and beautiful in the city ; advantageous to 
commerce, as it lay along the banks of both riveis, and as bein^a 
central fituation between the capitol and the Prelident s houfe, irom 
each of which it was equally diftant. 

The proprietors of the Eafl-branch contemned the port of George- 

Town, and the banks of the Potowmack, which are not lecure in "* n 

ter from fhoals of ice ; they decried the Point, which, placed between 

the two rivers, was far from being able completely to enjoy the ad¬ 
vantage 
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vantage of either ; and boafted of their own port, becaufe of its great 
depth, and its fecurity from ice, and from the moft prevailing winds. 
They vaunted of their vicinity to the capitol, which muft be the com¬ 
mon centre of affairs, it being the place of the fittings of the Con- 
grefs, and in which all the members muft meet, at leaft once in the 
day, and from which their diftance was not more than three quarters 
of a mile. 

The proprietors in the neighbourhood of the capitol contended, that 
Federal-City was not necelfarily a commercial town; that the effential 
point was to raife a city for the eftablifhment of the Congrefs and 
government; that the natural progrefs was, firft to build houfes round 
the capitol, and then to extend them towards the Prefident’s houfe, 
which, although of a fecondary confideration, was neverthelefs next 
in importance to the capitol; and that every effort ffiould be made, 
for the convenience of Congrefs and the facilitating of public affairs, 
to unite, by a continuation of ftreets and buildings, thefe two principal 
points of the government* 

Thus each proprietor fupported with his arguments the interefts of 
the quarter where the mafs of his property lay ; but He built notwith- 
ftanding with great caution, and with a conftant fear of fome of the 
oppofite interefts prevailing. 

The commiflioners, to whom was entrufted the eredtion of public 
edifices, were accufed by the proprietors that lay at a diftance from 
George-Town of paying an undue attention to the completion of the 
Prefident’s houfe, which was in their neighbourhood : of defio-nino- to 
eftablifh the public-offices there, and, confequently, to negledt the capi¬ 
tol ; in a word, of being partial to Georgetown to the injury of the 
three other quarters of the town. 

Fach of thefe opinions relative to the fpot at which they fhould 
begin to build the city might find advocates, even among difinterefted 
people, regarding only the public advantage; but the public advantage 
was no motive of any of the rival parties. 

This ftate of things continues at preftnt. The Prefideht’s houfe 
Vol. II. * T t 
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is fufticiently advanced to be covered in this year; that wing of the 
capitol which is at prefent begun (for the plan of that edifice is fo 
Cxtenfive, that the execution of two thirds of it has been abandoned 
to an indefinite period), may, perhaps, be coveied in during the lucceed- 
jug year , and about a hundred and fifty houles are icattercd over the 
vaft furface traced out for the city, each of the four contending quar¬ 
ters having from thirty to forty, for the moft part very diftant fiom each 
other. 

The publicity of thefe circumftances is no doubt one of the prin¬ 
cipal hindrances of an acceffion of new adventurers. The fame caufes 
have checked the efforts of the prefent proprietors ; among whom 
Meffrs. Morris, Nicholfon, and Greenleaf, are moreover embai raffed by 
the ftate of their affairs, having pledged their property for the pay¬ 
ment of their debts, and being in fa# difabled from making the ne- 
ceffary advances to retrieve their affairs, or even to fulfil the conditions 
of their contra# in building. Laft year they built, or began, forty 
houfes of brick, in different parts of the city. 

From the concurrence of thefe circumftances, it is to be expe&ed 
that few houfes will be begun this year. This at leaf!: is the general 
apprehenfion of the perfons moft interefted in the growth of the city. 
Few lots are at prefent fold ; there is more public fear, but efpecially 
more jealoufy among the proprietors, than any other difpofition; and 
thefe are not favourable to the profperity of the new eftablifhment. 
Federal-City has alfo enemies in the ftate of Pennffylvania, who re- 
lu#antly fee the Congrefs on the eve of departing from them; and 
even in many parts of the ftates of Virginia and Maryland, who re¬ 
gret the fums which the public expenditure will draw to this point, 
each being eager more immediately to partake of the advantage. 

He who contemplates the fubje#, without intereft and pafiion, hav¬ 
ing caft his eye over the limits of this great plan for a city, need not 
enter into the particular circumftances that aggravate the evil, to augur 
unfavourably on the promptitude of the execution of the plan, or even 
of its practicability. The idea of forming a city for the feat of the ge- 
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neral government, having no dependence on any of the Hates, is at 
once grand and delightful. The fite of the city, as 1 have already ob- 
fierved, is well chofen ; if indeed it had not been more politic to 
place the Congrefs at a diHance from a maritime city, to preferve it 
from the real danger of the diredl influence of commerce on its delibe¬ 
rations. The plan of the city is both judicious and noble ; but it is in 
fa£t the grandeur and magnificence of the plan which renders theicon¬ 
ception no better than a dream. 

The plan of the city, I have already Hated, includes four thoufand 
hone hundred and twenty-four acres. Of thefe, feven hundred and 
twelve are allotted to fixteen Hreets, feverally bearing the names of 
the fixteen Hates ; to other Hreets of lefs magnitude, fquarcs, and 
public gardens. The three thoufand four hundred and twelve acres 
which remain, being the property of the original proprietors and the 
Union, contain twenty-three thoufand lots of houfes, exclufive of three 
thoufand feet of lots let afide for quays, whofe price the commiflioners 
have fixed at fixteen pence per foot, in the front, with about eighty 
feet in depth, fome of which, but very few in number, being already 
fold. 

The capitol is at the diflance of one mile and a half from the Pre¬ 
fident’s houfe ; and three quarters of a mile, at leaH, from the neareff 
part of that quarter on the banks of the river, where the intereHs 
of commerce will draw merchants, if ever they effablifh themfelvcs 
in any number in this city, together with the different deferiptions 
of perfons depending on them. Exclufive of the inconvenience of 
the great diHance between the place where the Congrefs holds its 
fittings, and the Prefident’s houfe, which will be every day more felt, 
it will require more than three hundred houfes to fill the interval, 
without extending the buildings on either fide. Houfes muff alfo be 
built round the capitol, and round the Prefident’s houfe, to-fupply the 
neceffaries of thefe effablilhments. Thus, to eftimate the houfes to 
make the jun&ion between thefe two points at five hundred, would be 
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to make the computation too low ; and, after all, this would form only 
a fingle ftreet, of which there is not even a (ingle houfe built. 

This quarter, no doubt, is a convenient re fide nee for the members 
of Congrefs, and a fit place for the building a few (hops and taverns; 
but it is not the fpot on which either people of bufinefs in general, or 
thofe who prefer the moil: agreeable fituation, will be drawn. It is 
befide the quarter where the prelent proprietors have the leaft in¬ 
ducement to build, the greater part of their lots being fituated at a 
difiance, and if the interval is not filled, the communication between 
thefe two important points will be impradlicable in winter ; for it is 
fcarcely to be fuppofed that the government will pave and light the 
ftreets at their own expence. 

Two thoufand houfes would not fill one of the other quarters of this 
vaft city, fo as to conned it with either of the two principal points, 
the capitol, or the Prefidei.it’s houfe ; and if even any one of the quar¬ 
ters was filled up, the other quarters, which the prefent poffeffors of 
lots are deeply interefted in completing alfo, would be deftitute of habi¬ 
tations, or would be fo feparated from the quarter that (liould be com¬ 
pleted, as to be nothing better than fo many villages perfectly cut off 
from the town. 

Cities have, indeed, in general commenced with a fmall number of 
houfes, to which others have been fuccefiively added ; but here there 
are two centres, at the diftance of a mile and a half from each other. 
And it is to be confidered that this city ought to be already formed 
for the reception of the Congrefs, the Prefident, and the foreign 
minifters. It ought to be completed fo far as to afford thefe public 
eharaders the accommodations to which they are entitled ; and which 
they will be the lefs difpofed to facrifice, as they have been accuftomed 
to enjoy them in Philadelphia to the whole extent of which America 
is fufceptible. 

When it is faid, as I hear it continually repeated here, that the aftual 
refidence of the government will promptly draw after it all the ac^ 
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commodations neceflary, it is forgotten that thofe who are the mem¬ 
bers of this government, and their dependants, little taken with the 
idea of this key-done of the arch of federalifm, will net patiently fee 
themfeIves deprived, even for a while, of the mod Ample conveniences 
of life. And when perfons, paying little regard to the convenience of 
tnefe public charaders, rely on the faith of Congrefs, and exped to 
fee the government transferred to Federal-City in 1800, they do not 
reafon with more forefight; for, even if that fhould happen, which I 
exped, but which many doubt, that the government of the United 
States will be eftabhfhed in Federal-City in 1800, to difeharge the en¬ 
gagements of the Congrefs, and in fome degree to juflify .the public 
expenditure of money there, the general difeontent of thofe who com- 
pofe the government would render this merely a temporary meafure, 
which would be fucceeded by dill more difadrous effeds than the con¬ 
tinuation of the feat of the government where it is. There is lefs 
public fpirit in this part of the world than in Europe ; or at lead of 
that fpecies of public fpirit which facrifices particular intereds to the 
general welfare, or even to the vain-glory of accomplifhin°- a a rea t 
national work. What are called convenience, eafe, and comfort, are 
not perhaps exadly the fame things that receive thofe names in Eu¬ 
rope ; but whatever extent the Americans give to thefe things, they 
eagerly embrace them, cleave to them, and will poffefs them at any 
price : and it mud be acknowledged, it would not be greatly exa^erat- 
ing the idea of comfort, to defire to be in fafety from being plunged 
in the mud for want of pavements, or breaking one’s neck for want 
of lamps. And theib mud be wanting in Federal-City for many 
years to come, from the too great extent of the plan, and the didance 
between the two centres of public affairs. 

Ufually, in the edablifhment of a city, the fird proprie:ors and the 
fird inhabitants heartily concur in the fuccefs of the enterprize. In this 
place all the drength of the community is lod. There is no common 
e Fort, becauie the intereds of the feveral individuals are really different. 
Thofe who purchafed lots of the commiffipners with a condition of 
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tuildin*, endeavour to relieve themfelves from the condition. The 
unfortunate filiation of the affairs of Meffrs. Morns, Nicholfon, and 
Greenleaf, has, in fad, relieved them from it. Thofe who purchaied 
ihares from them avail themfelves of their incapability to fue them, 
and needed the condition of which thofe unfortunate men are guaran¬ 
tees to°the government. The commiffioners ad with more or lefs m- 
diligence to the proprietors of lots, fometimes waving, and fometimes 
enforcing the obligation to build. They perceived, that if even the 
conditions were ftridly executed in the fix or feven hundred lots they 
had fold, they would not yield more than the fame number of brick 
houfes, which being fcattered through the great extent of the city 
would contribute in no important degree to its completion. 

In the cafe of a town growing in the fame ipot from motives of 
commerce, it would naturally commence in the quarter moft con¬ 
venient to trade, and would increafe with more or lefs rapidity in pro¬ 
portion as its advantages were felt. Each of the new inhabitants, 
having a complete intereft in the improvement of the place, and com¬ 
ing with an entire free will, would cheerfully fubmit to the incon¬ 
veniences of a new-formed eftablifhment, with a convidion, that one 
by one they would difappear, fince the natural advantages the Situation 
afforded to commerce, being the bafis of the eftabliihment, it could 
not fail of fuccefs, and meanwhile the increafing gain of the in¬ 
dividuals would contribute to their patience. In Federal-City the cafe 
is quite otherwife. It has no other bafe than the Union of the feveral 
ftates ; and if this foundation is not already deftroyed, it cannot be de¬ 
nied, that it is at lead: flraken in that degree to excite diftruft in all 
Speculations that muft reft on its folidity for their fuccefs. Commerce 
is no more than a Secondary objea in this city, and fuch of its inhabi¬ 
tants as are engaged in commerce, are, for the moft part, at fuch a 
distance from the quarter that is the feat of the government, that two 
or three large towns might ftand in the ipace between them. 
majority of the members of Congrefs will come to this city with a 1 
fatisfadion to the plan, and a difpofition to decry and exaggeiate its 
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defe&s. Such among them as we may fuppofe to be inimical to the 
federal government, and confequently to the eftablifhment of this 
place, will find in the enormous public expences already incurred 
here, and thofe ftill greater that mu ft hereafter be incurred, an ample 
field for their oppofition ; which will gain accefiion of numbers from 
the inconvenience to which all will be fubjeCt. It is impoftible to 
overlook the influence which in every country in the world the 
tempeis and views of individuals have on public affairs ; or if over¬ 
looked, it is miferably to mifunderftand human nature. 

There are, moreover, a multitude of powerful reafons that give 
piobability to the opinion, that the Union will not remain unbroken, 
for a great number of years. There are lb many fymptoms of its dift- 
folution, that it is idle to imagine that Federal-City will arrive at the 
execution of the tenth part of its plan, before that event, which a 
thoufand circumftances may haften, (hall take place. The prevalence 
of thefe reafons with many Americans, who dwell on them either 
from an apprehenfion of their folidity, or a defire of their being veri¬ 
fied, is in itfelf an obftacle to the growth of the city, without thofe 
difficulties it otherwife muft encounter. 

From this combination of circumftances, which I have endeavoured 
to detail as briefly as pofiible, no perfon can conclude, that Federal- 
City, laid out and even begun as it is, will ever reach that degree of 
improvement to render it even a tolerable abode for the kind of per- 
fons for whom it was defigned. 

We are not to be furprized that the authors of the plan gave it Co 
gieat an extent, for it is probable it belonged to the dignity of their 
project to defenbe a vaft plan which they left to time to fill up. But 
it is impoflible to confider with too much aftoniihment the conduCt of 
thofe who prefided over the commencement of the city, which was of 
a nature to render impracticable a plan that time might fooner or 
latei have foiwaided, if political events had not interpofed in oppo¬ 
fition. We cannot fufficiently wonder, that they did not apply their 
cfioits to one point; for inftance, that they did not protect and en¬ 
courage 
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courage the firft buildings by the natural aid of George-Town, which, 
had they commenced in its vicinity, fmall as it is, would have been an 
important motive to an influx of adventurers. But if the poor vanity 
of commencing Federal-City independent of the refources of George- 
Town ouMit to have prevented the commencement of buildings clofe 
to that town, no one place has been chofen for the commencement 
with probability of fuccefs. At prefect the mifchief appears to me 
irreparable ; at lead, fatal to the objects which firft gave birth to this 
eftablifhment. 

Five hundred thoufand dollars have already been expended on the 
part of the public, and nothing is ere&ed but the walls, timbers, 
and ftaircafes, of a wing of the capitol, and the present's houfe. To 
complete thefe two buildings, and to ere£l others for the different de¬ 
partments of the adminiflration, fix hundred thoufand dollars are ftill 
wanting, on the computation of the commiffioners tbemielves; and 
even then there will be no courts of juflice, prifons, churches, pave¬ 
ments, lamps, fountains, or public gardens. 

No doubt it is poffible, it is even probable, that fome parts of the 
bank of the Potowmack, and of the Eaft-branch, will draw inhabitants 
for the purpofes of commerce, and that one or more towns will be ef- 
tablifhed on thofe rivers j and this profped may be a compenfation for 
the purchafers of lots in thofe quarters, but it is nothing to Federal-City. 

In colleaing the information I have given my reader on this fubjeft, 
and the little that I have to fay further refpeaing it, and in impartially 
obferving the paffions and prejudices of the majority of thofe from 
whom I made my enquiries, I was led more than once to the com- 
parifon between the man who employs his property and time in clear¬ 
ing and fettling a large traa of land, and the perfon who is engaged 
whh others in the eftablifhment of a new city. The former can fuc- 
ceed only by colleaing round him a number of families to whom it is 
his intereft to fell his lands at a low price, and to whofe profperity of 
■ courfe he contributes. The poorefl man is for his purpofes a good 
occupier of his grounds. In conferring benefits on others, he increafes 
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, ^ 1S own we ^ are anc * happmefs ; he multiplies three-fold, nay ten-fold, 
the value of the lands that he holds ftill in his own poffeffion, by the 5 
neighbourhood of the inhabitants he has drawn around him. The 
happinefs of others is the proper element of his fuccefs. If he is of a 
humane difpofition, he finds a multiplicity of occafions to do good 
without injury to himfelf. It is indeed his intcreft to be benevolent. 
Every inftance of his expenditure is alfo turned to the public advan- 
tage , it is a fervice he renders, a pleafure he affords, to his colony ; and 
no expeiice judiciotifly applied is prejudicial to his fortune ; on the con¬ 
trary, it inceffantly augments his wealth : as his colony increafes, more 
wealthy fettlers prefent themfelves, and his lands fell at a price he 
could not have procured without the previous exercife of his benevo¬ 
lence When his colony has made a Hill greater progrefs, the produce 
of lands formerly wafte, is a new and real fource of wealth to the ftate 
to which it is fubjed, and a new mafs of produdions for merchants 
and confumers. His condition is at once noble and delightful. He 
ives in the rrndft of hufbandmen, confequently among men of the 
pureft manners and difpofitions, the furthetl removed from vice of any 
among the human fpecies. He is beloved and efteemed. And all 
thefe enjoyments he commands in a fhort period of time, and owes 
them all to himfelf. If before the commencement of his enterprize 
he was virtuous, he is become better by the very means he em¬ 
ployed to enlarge his fortune. His heart is improved fimply by the 
contemplation of the good he has effected. In a word, he is more happy 
than ever. There are many examples of this kind in America, and 
among the moft eminent of them is Captain Williamfon of Genefee 
wno by an undertaking of this nature has augmented his fortune as 
gi cat y as he has increafed the efleem in which he was held. 

He, on the contrary, who is engaged in the eftablifhment of a new 
city, can rarely confine to himfelf the condu& of the enterprize. If he 
is not counteracted in the whole of his views, he is fure to be fo in the 
greater part of them. The poorer inhabitants that he receives on his 
ertate are of no advantage to him. They are even burthenfome, as 
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they occupy the fpacc that he wilhes to fill with others, whofe wealth 
may advance his fortune. Benevolence is banifhed fiom his lyftem, 
bv the neceffary calculations of his intereft. If thofe calculations in¬ 
duce him to expend firms for buildings, it is to ereft taverns, Ihops, to 
open billiard-tables, and to create lotteries ; in a word, to fuinilh the 
means of diffipation and pleafure—that is to fay, the means of prodi¬ 
gality and vice. It is fuch objeds as thefe that draw crowds of inhabi¬ 
tants to cities, and without them cities will never be extenfive. When 
this adventurer fees his city increafing in population, it is only to fee a 
conflict of interefts, to contemplate jealoufies daily arifing, and enmities 
making good their footing. And when, at length, after years of innu¬ 
merable vexations and inceffant anxiety, he has gatheied inhabitants to 
the extent he propoled, he has only drawn round him livals and oppo¬ 
nents, while he has done nothing for the real welfare of fociety. He 
may have increafed his wealth, but he will not have added one to the 
number of his benevolent fentiments j and even fuch as he might 
have had before the commencement of his undertaking will be de¬ 
faced by the fpedtacle he was obliged to witnefs, and the injuftice to 
which he was fubjedted. If his mind is not wholly corrupted, it will 
be the refidence of remorfe ; but more probably his heart will b- 
hardened. It is to be feared, that fome of my friends will laugh at 
my mode of viewing thefe things, but they have my fentiments in 
their native colours. If, in the companion I have drawn, I had con¬ 
templated the founders of Federal-City, my picture of a new city 
would have been more difgufting, but would not have been the lels 
juft. 

I have lomething more to add relative to Federal-City, although 
what I have faid on the fubjedl has already run to too great a length. 
The number of its inhabitants is at prefent very inconliderable, and 
they are fo fcattered, that if they were lefs occupied with their fpecu- 
lations, rivalry, and hatreds, they could ftill form no fociety. They 
vifit like people in the country, living at a diftance from each othei. 

The tradefmen and labourers for the moft part refide at George- 1 own, 
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where the inhabitants of the other quarters are obliged to fend for al- 
moft all neceflaries. The few fhops that are in the heart of Federal- 
City are miferably provided, and exceffively dear ; and the workmen 
are the very refufe of that clafs, and neverthelefs very high in their 
demands. Proviiions are furnilhed almoft by chance ; and this is fo 
absolutely the cafe with refpeft to butchers’ meat, efpecially beef, that 
during the fix days I palled there I never once law any. Eggs are 
brought from time to time from the country, but neither conftantly 
nor often. In Ihort, I have not been in any of the obfeureft parts of. 
Ameiica, where I found proviiions fo badly furnifhed. 

The ftone of which the capitol and prefident’s houfe are built is ex¬ 
tremely white, and the workmanlhip is excellent; but I do not ad¬ 
mire the architecture of tbrofe buildings. The ftone is a fpecies of* 
granite, and is ftrong, yet not fufficiently fo to refill the fevereft kind 
of froft ; it is taken from a quarry near the Potowmack, at thirty miles 
below the city. At the fame diftance above the city are quarries of 
line white marble, and of a red marble with veins; and alfo a quarry 
of flate. Lime-ftone is found near the Potowmack, but at the diftance 
of lixty miles above the city. The interior navigation, from the Po¬ 
towmack to the Eaft-branch, for the forming of which the firft lottery 
is at prefent drawing, is not yet begun; but the workmen have orders 
to aftemble for its commencement in a month. Two fmall creeks 
pals through the city, the water from which may be conveyed to any 
part. One, which is called Tyber-creek , has its fource at fome miles 
diftance from the city ; above which it is elevated feventy-eight feet, 
and may therefore be carried to any height that may be wanted in any 
of the buildings. 


GEORGETOWN. 

This fmall town, which is feparated from the new city by a creek 
called Rack-hall-creek , hands upon feVeral fmall hills, which render its 
afpea pleafing ; but the communications between its feveral parts are 
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difficult. Some years fmce the commerce of this place was confider- 
able, but at prefeut it is much dimiuitned. 

In 1791 the total value of its exportation amounted to 314,864 dol¬ 
lars; in 1792 , to 348,539 dollars; in 1793* to 364,537 dollars; in 
1794 , to 128,924 dollars; in 1795, to 196,790 dollars ; and in 17Q6, 
to 159,868 dollars. Tobacco, corn, and ieeds, form the chief articles 
of exportation from George-Town ; it re-expoits directly a veiy lmall 
quantity of foreign articles, and is even compelled to lend to other, 
ports that are better markets much of the merchandize brought from 
Europe in its veffels. Its imports have alfo decreafed : in 1792 the 
value of them amounted to 99,^73 dollars; in 1973, to 8/,400 dol¬ 
lars; in 1794, to I 39 ,g 64 dollars; in 1795, to 153,584 dollars; and 
in 1796 , to 29,193 dollars. The (hipping it employs in its foreign 
trade, is at prefent about 2,500 tons; and in its coading trade nearly 
a thousand tons. 

The diminution of the culture of tobacco is one of the caufes of the 
decay of its commerce : in 1792 it exported 9,444 hoglheads; and in 
1796 no more than . 2 , 461 . But fpeculations in the lots of Federal-City 
is a more powerful caufe of that decay. They have turned a great part 
of the capital of the merchants into that channel, and conlequently di¬ 
verted it from the trade of the place. Shares in the bank of this town, 
which were held by many of thole merchants, have fallen through the 
lame caufes from forty dollars, their original price, to thirty. This 
bank, elfabliihed by the name of Columbia Bank, had originally a 
capital of 400,000 dollars, divided into ten thoufand (hares. Its 
capital was augmented with 150,000 dollars, by an a£l of the .legifla- 
ture of Maryland in its lad feffion : it is employed in the fame fervices 
as all the other banks of America. The notes it has in circulation are 
for the mod part of the value of a dollar, and they are current at 
Alexandria, and all the wedern parts of Maryland as far as Baltimore. 

The dores of George-Town are ufually furnifhed from Baltimore; 
it is at that port that the (hips belonging to George-Town generally 

difpofe of their cargoes in returning from Europe. The merchants of 

this 
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this place expefl to fee their trade revive, from the completion of the 
two canals of the large and little falls of the Potowmack, the remainder 
of the navigation of that river being cleared from obftacles. They 
then expedt to be the medium of exporting the produce of the coun- 
ti ics watered by the Potowmack and the rivers that fall into it, which 
at prefent can be conveyed to George-Town only by land, at as high a 
pi ice as the conveyance of them to Baltimore, which from its fitua- 
tion has the advantage of the towns on the banks of the Potowmack y 
where the price of the carriage of flour by land is three dollars per 
barrel, it will be only eight (hillings and fix pence by water. This 
advantage will be communicated alfo to the Eaft-branch in Federal- 
City, and Alexandria. 

The merchants of George-Town perfuade themfelves that they 
will reap the greater part of the benefit of thefe navigations. Being 
placed the firft on the route of thofe who will bring their produce from 
the countries above the city, and being provided with warehoufes to 
receive goods, it will be a laving of money and time, in veffels com¬ 
ing down the river, to difpofe of their cargoes at George-Town. They 
albert, that the port of this place, that is to fay, the part of the river 
that may be converted to that purpofe, will hold a (great number of 
veffels with fecurity ; and the danger from fhoals of ice, which they 
do not deny to exift during two months, they obferve, may be avoided 
by veffels ufing the Eaft-branch for that period. 

The inhabitants of the banks of the Eaft-branch truft to the depth- 
and fecurity of their river, to draw all the commerce of the place to- 
themlelvesj and they do not doubt, that even the merchants of 
George-Town will foon find the advantage, and remove there. They 
are fecure from the ice ; and the interior canal between the Potowmack 

and them will, they imagine, directly afford them all the advantages 
of that great river. a 

The inhabitants of Alexandria pretend, that participating in like 
manner of the advantages of the navigation of the Potowmack through 
the canal, they have, moreover, the advantage of a commerce long' 

eftablifhed 
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eftablifhed, and that is daily increafing—an advantage that is not to 
be counterbalanced by the difference.of five miles more of failing, 
which cannot deter veffels from proceeding to the market where they 
can both fell and buy to greater advantage. 

Time will (hew which of thefe three places argues with the greateft 
truth. I think the argument is in favour of Alexandria. 

At George-Town there is a very handfome fmall Catholic college, 
maintained by private donations and fubfcriptions. 

FALLS OF THE POTOWMACK. 

An excurfion that I made to the falls gave me an opportunity of 
feeing the canals, which are forming for the purpofe of avoiding them, 
and are the undertaking of the Potowmack Company. The canal of the 
/mailer falls is entirely finifhed ; it is a mile and a half in length: four 
locks ten feet high, placed at its upper extremity, convey veffels down 
the river. The lmaller falls are not ftri&ly fuch; but the water is 
fufficiently checked and difturbed in its courfe to render the navigation 
impracticable, and the noife it makes is confiderable. Above the 
fmaller falls, at a place where the Potowmack is confined to a narrow 
paffage between mountains, a bridge has been lately ere&ed, of the 
fame kind as tlje bridge of Merrymack, near Newbury-port, in Maffa- 
chufetts: the fame architect was employed in both. The bridge over 
the Potowmack is one hundred and twenty feet in the fpan ; it is much 
admired here, becaufe the people in this place have no knowledge of 
the arts, but is indeed difgufting for its heavinefs, having an immenle 
quantity of timber and iron wafted on it, that would have been fpared 
in Europe, and with it a great part of the expence. 

The canal of the great falls is alfo finifhed, excepting the locks, 
which are to be ten in number. The height of the falls themlelves is 
feventy-eight feet, and the defeent from the upper end of the canal to 
the lower end is about ninety feet. To make fome ufe of the canal in 

its prelent ftate, till the locks can be conftruCted, large maffes of earth 

are 
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are left to check the rapidity of the water ; veflfels proceed to the 
place where thefe are, and the barrels of flour, and hoglheads of to¬ 
bacco, which arc the principal articles brought down the river, are 
rolled down an inclined plane made of wood (for this temporary ufe), 
to veflels that wait for them below. 

.The great tall of the Potowmack is beautiful, and delerves to be 
vifited by all who arrive in this neighbourhood ; but if the traveller 
has feen that of Niagara, he will not be ready to compare any other 
with that fublime cataract:. 

The fall of the Potowmack is about half a mile acrofs ; it prefents a 
very fine fight; and the effedl: of the rocks, with which the country every¬ 
where abounds, adds greatly to its beauty. The inhabitants of its vici¬ 
nity employ fragments of thefe rocks for the foundation of their houles, 
fome of which indeed are entirely built of them. On the other fide 
of the Potowmack, from the fmaller to the great falls, the banks, though 
not very well cultivated, are pleafing, and abound with fine fituations. 

The ftate of Maryland is at prefent making a road along the banks 
of the river from George-Town to the bridge. This road is. made in 
a very excellent manner, and will be pleafant when finilhed ; it how¬ 
ever appeared to me to be a little too narrow. The workmen em¬ 
ployed in it are paid eleven dollars per month with their board; they 
are white men, and generally Irifhmen, and new comers. Almofl 
every year a vefiel filled with Irifh labourers arrives at George-Town. 

Bricks are made at George-Town and Federal-City, and are fold for 
fix dollars per thoufand. Lime is at prefent fold for four dollars per 
barrel: as lime-Aone is found in abundance, it is expe&ed that when 
the navigation fhall be entirely open, the price of lime will be reduced 
to one half. 

George-Town is the county town of Montgomery in Maryland. 
The population of this county amounts to eighteen thoufand fouls j of 
which there are more than fix thoufand (laves. It is (eparated from 
the county of Prince George by Hock-creek. Thus all the new part of 
the city belongs to this latter county, and, by the provifions of the law 

relative 
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relative to this fubjea, will continue to belong to it till the govern, 
ment of the United States is ablually eftablhhed at Federal-City. 

MR. LAW. 

4 

AH the time that I paffed at Federal-City I refided with Mr. Law. 
l.aft year he very much increafed his domeftic felicity by marrying an 
amiable woman, who unites accomplifhments, fweetnels of manner, 
and a charming figure, to a found undemanding, and all the qualities 

that contribute to make the married life happy. 

I cannot, however, felicitate Mr. Law on the (peculation which in¬ 
duced him to purchafe a number of lots in this new city, and to choofe 
it for the place of his refidence. It appears to me, that he might have 
made a more prudent and fortunate ufe of the great property he 
amaffed by many years toil in India. He enters every day more 
deeply into the concerns of this city, without being able fincerely to 
predia his fuccefs. His fortune is fuperior to the greateft fortunes in 
America, and he might have lived on his own revenues with fplendour, 
happy 'himfelf, and making others fo. His temper, which is lincere, 
humane, and generous, qualified him for that mode of life; notwith- 
ftanding which, he has wilfully plunged himfelf into an abyfs of cares, 
and all the contentions of this ditlraaed city, which not, only prevent the 
enjoyment of his fortune, but even endanger it. He is not himfelf 
very confident of fuccefs, and he is far from being avaricious; but his 
ardent temper is continually deceiving him concerning the lffue of the 
unfavourable circumftances which he cannot overlook ; and every day 
his obftinacy on this fubjea increafes, continually leading him to new 
.expences in this vexatious /peculation. I fear he will not fo foitu- 
,-nate as he deferves to be. 

ALEXANDRIA. 

§. went by water from Federal-City to Alexandria, which is a dif- 

tance 
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ftance only of fix miles. The Potowmack, the whole way from one 
place to the other, is two miles in breadth; and its banks are well culti¬ 
vated, and covered with a confiderable number of houfes. The Mary 
land fide being more elevated prefents a finer afpeft. A fucceffion of 
mall hills and beautiful valhcs, interfered with ftreams, and having 
clumps of trees, and even pieafure-grounds, fcattered up and down* 
give it a very lively appearance. The oppofite fide belonging to Vir¬ 
ginia is not abfolutely flat, but the ground does not rife excepfat a dif- 
tan Ce from th e river, and not in the fame degree as on the Maryland 
fide. It however does not want profpetfs which are charming. It is 
in going rom Alexandria to Federal-City that the traveller has the 
befl: view of this country. The eye is not loll, as in the other route 

! n the "" menfe extent Potowmack; which, continually en- 

arging leaves nothing to be feen at length but the horizon. In 
this palfage the country clofes till the profpetf is bounded by the chain of 
mountains which form the falls at fifteen miles diftance; and in the in- 
tervening fpacc, the eye refts on the Hoping ground deftined for the file 
of F ederal-City, and where already there is a fufficient number of houfes 
to ornament the feene. The mountains on the fide of Maryland and 
Virginia, which decreafe in approaching the Chefapeak, confequently 
rife and enlarge on the view in proceeding the other way. The di- 
vi ion of the waters of the Potowmack and the Eaft-branch, made by 
the point of land which is the fite of Federal-City, is an objetf that 
anefls the attention, and whofe grandeur dedutfs nothing from its 
beauty. It is unquestionably among the fiueft views that are to be 

Nwtb\ any nVef L n d ° eSn0tj however > make me forget thofe of 
North - River > the Hate of New-Vork, which in my opinion are 

ven preferable j without fpeaking of that moft delightful fceiie of the 
paliage on that river in the highlands. 

This ,s at prefent the feafon when fhoals of herrings appear on the 
°a s o menca, and in the river# communicating with the fea. I have 
ant y een at every creek a number of people employed in fifhing 
e “ with * on S net8 > which they drag for a while and then draw 
Vw ""- * X x th* 
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,he extremities together. There is feldom a draught at which the, 
the cxti 0 greater part of them are mftantly cured, 

do not take thoufands. The greater parr . • f ,• 

There is an immenfc confumpt.on m every part o. America of tte. 
fp cies of food. Frelh herrings fell here for four dollars a thou, n . 
Sturgeon is alfo very plentiful m the rtvers of th.s country, but I do 
not think it is as good as the fturgeon in Europe. Alexandria is, be- 
yond all comparifon, the handforaeft town m Virginia, and indeedU 
among the fined of the United State, It dands on a final! plarn, ee- 
vated however a few feet above the river, and fo as not to be mcommoded 
. with the water. This town, which was begun about thirty yea, 

■ f.nee, is built on a regular plan. Streets fuffic.cntly wide mteriefl 
each other at right angles ; and fpacious fquares add to us beauty, con¬ 
venience, and fitlubrity; Almod all the houfes and warehoufes « 
of brick Although all the buildings have not an appearance of magm • 
nc lure convenient and neat; and the houfes are of two (tone. 
The quays are large and commodious, and extend along the nver every 

d This town inaeafes very rapidly, owing to the flourifhing date ot 
its commerce, which, no doubt, will be dill unproved by the open- 
ins of the navigation of the Potowmack. . . , 

°Jt is maintained by many of the, inhabitants of Federal - C,t ? f ‘ 
the quays of Alexandria are not fo fafe for flopping as thofc » * 
E*ft branch, being more expofed to fhoals of ce, ^a, fma l« 

fels, defending the Potowmack, and paffing through the can^w 
not venture again into the Potowmack as far as Alexand,. . P 

nion is not that of the merchants of Alexandria; who, befide, wou J 
little raife.the price of flour, which boats would bring down theTe ow- 
mack, if they were even obliged to reload them m larg «lfds 
at the canal. Hitherto they have received the produce of th PP 
parts of Virginia by land, and the carts which bring t cm con 

ar Xl«X a Var“e b s e on a conftant tradiitvith the Weft-India iflaads. 
and alfo fome with Europe. The price of flour here at prefent is 
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dollars and a half per barrel. The population of this town amounts 
to nearly five thoufand fouls, of which there are about eight hundred 
. black Haves. It is fituated at the diftance of a hundred miles from the 
mouth of the Potowmack, in the bay of Chelapeak. 

The value of the exportation of Alexandria amounted in 1791 to 
381,242 dollars; in 1792, to 535 , 5 Q 2 dollars ; in 1 793, to 812,889 
dollars; in 1795, to 948,460 dollars; and in 1796, to more than 
1,100,000 dollars. 

There is a bank at Alexandria, and it is the only one in Virginia. 
It was eftablilhed in December 1792 by an adt of the legiflature. 
Its original capital was 150,000 dollars, divided into 750 lhares, of 
200 dollars each. By a law' palfed in December 1795 it was au¬ 
thorized to augment its capital by the addition of 350,000 dollars, di¬ 
vided into 1750 new lhares. 

This bank, which was eftablilhed on the fame principles, and for 
the fame purpofe, as all the other banks of America, makes a divi¬ 
dend from four and a half to five per cent half yearly. It ilfucs notes 
to the value of a dollar, which are current throughout all Virginia, 
at George-Town, and even for the mod part in Maryland. 

The eftablilhment of a bank at Richmond was authorized by the 
legiflature of Virginia in December 1792. Its capital was to confift 
of 400,000 dollars, in (hares of 200 dollars each ; but the fubferiptions 
not filling, it does not exift. 

JOURNEY FROM FEDERAL-CITY TO BALTIMORE. 

The country from Federal-City to Bladenlburg is beautiful ; that 
is to fay, nature defigned it to be fuch, by the form, and multiplicity of 
the fmall hills with which it is covered. The ground is poor, and p.s 
ill cultivated as in mod other places. Bladenlburg is a fmall village 
decently built, where there is a place for infpedting ot tobacco, little 
uled at prefent; and a Ichool of confiderable reputation in the country. 
Bladenlburg is fituated on the upper part of the Eaft-bra,nch, at the 

X x 2 fpot 
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fpot where it begins to be navigable. Not far from one of the ftreams 
which fall into that river is a fine fpring of mineral water, which is 
feparated from the bed of the ftream only by a flip of land four or five 
feet in breadth. 

From Bladenlburg to Baltimore the country is every-where hilly, 
and often not unpleafing to the fight. It is filled with woods, but of 
a very {mall kind; and which is permitted to remain only for want of 
hands to clear the ground, or rather for want of capitals to enable the 
proprietors to employ the negroes on it. 

It is faid that the ground is better at fome miles’ diftance from the 
road. At Vanville the price of land is from fix to twelve dollars per 
acre. It produces from feven to eight bulhels of corn ; from twelve 
to fifteen, of Indian wheat j from ten to twelve, of barley; and twenty 
of oats, becaufe this laft kind of grain is fown on the beft land. I re¬ 
ceived fimilar information at Spurries, twenty-five miles farther on. 

At eight or ten miles from Vanville I palled the two branches of 
the Potukent, which are there very narrow, and over which are 
thrown wooden bridges, the worft and moft dangerous I ever faw. 
The wtllem branch feparates the county of Prince George from that 
of Ann Arundel. Not far from thefe two ftreams are the iron-works 
of Snowden, and a flitting mill. The country abounds with ores, 
which is found on the furface, as well as in the bowels of the earth, 
and in all the ftreams. The Patapjko, which lies between Spurries 
and Baltimore, at eight miles from the laft place, is not more than 
thirty toifes in breadth. I palled it in an excellent ferry-boat, which 
is dragged over by the help of a rope. At this ferry the Pataplko ceales 
to be navigable 5 and here, confequently, according to the cuftom of 
the country, there is a place for the inlpefilion of tobacco. It has a 
fmall village built around it, which is called Elkridge-landmg. 

It is on the Patapjko that Baltimore is built, or rather on an arm of 
that river. The mouth of the harbour is not more than two hundred 
toifes acrofs, and is confequently eafy to defend. A fort is erefted on 

a fmall eminence at the point of land \yhich feparates the harbour 

from 
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from the river. It is, like all works of the kind in America, poorly 

confirudted ; but a little labour and expence would render it what it 
ought to be. 


BALTIMORE. 


I found Baltimore larger than when I was here Iaft year. Several 
quays which were only begun, and fome even no more than proje&ed, 
were entirely fimlhed ; and large and handfome warehoufes of brick 
entirely built from the ground. In every quarter of the town build¬ 
ings increafe; and there is an air of bufinefs and plenty throughout 
the whole. ° 

, There are no ve/rels buiIt at prefent at Baltimore, for the fame reafons 
that put a flop to the building of veirels in other parts of Maryland and 
lrginia. Baltimore has, notwithftanding, loft in the courfe of the year 
a gieat many ftnps at fea. This port continues to trade to the Weft- 

Indies ; and fome of the merchants engaged in that commerce have 
not been unfuccefsful. 


The value of the exports of Baltimore in 1791 amounted to 
1,-576,588 dollars; in 1792, to 1,843,225 dollars; in 179 $, to 3 , 084,545 
olars; in 1794 , to 5, 312 ,209 dollars; in 1795, to 5 , 542,051 dol¬ 
lars; and in 1796, to more than 8 , 500 ,000 dollars. But that this 
aftomfhing increafe in the exportation of this port may not be exag¬ 
gerated, the augmentation in the price of the produce of the Weft- 
ndia dlands muft here, as in every other part of America, be de- 
duded from the value of the exports. There are no merchants here 
as rich as thofe of Philadelphia. The fortunes of this town are in 

ieir in ancy. Luxury is not only lefs in individuals, but is lefs o-e- 
neral. , 0 

I am told that the number of corn-mills built within ten miles 
round Balt,more exceed fixty. Some that I faw near the town were 

as handlome, upon as large a fcale, and as complete as any at Brandy- 
wine. J J 


There 
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There are two banks at Baltimore. One is a branch of the bank 
of the United States ; the other is a bank belong,ng to the tow,, 
which was incorporated in „Q., by a law of thts ftate with a capiul 
of three hundred thonfand dollars. The tores of Balt,more parts = 
with Philadelphia in Applying thofe of Kentucky the te, ntory of the 
weft and Teneffee. Philadelphia, however, would not enter into this 
competition with Baltimore, were not its commerce more extenfive, 
and its ftock and capital larger, fo that purchalers find a greater va, 
riety of afifortments of every kind there. It is laid alto that the fpi- 
rituous liquors fold at Baltimore are more adulterated than even ..,ofe 
fold by the merchants of Philadelphia. The merchants of Balt,more 
allow the traders of Kentucky from twenty to five-and-twenty per 
cent profit on their articles, and give a twelvemonth’s credit 

Baltimore, however, may expeS to lofe feme of the branches of its 
commerce from the following caufes : 

lft The entire opening of the navigation of the Potowmack, by 

bringing down the corn and other produce of the parts of Virginia 
and Maryland watered by that river and others which flow into it, 
will give that branch of commerce to George-Town, Alexandria, an 
Federal-City; Baltimore being obliged to procure thele articles y an - 

carriage. P 

2 d, A fcheme is undertaken for joining the Potowmack above Lun.- 

berland with one of the branches of the Monongahela, which falls into 
the Ohio; which, if it fucceed, will take from Baltimore the mar et 
of Kentucky, and even of Pittfburg, as articles will then be carried 
to thofe places by water through Alexandria and George-Town. 

3d, If the fcheme of uniting the Chefapeak-bay with the e 
ware-bay by a canal palling through the eaft of Maryland is complete., 
which appears to be probable, the corn of that part of the eaft, an 
even of the weft, which at prefent is carried to Baltimore, worn - 
carried to Philadelphia and Brandywine, where they would .fin 
ample market; and the more fo, as flour generally fells at Phila e pi 
for a dollar, or a dollar and a half, per barrel more than at Baltimore.^ 
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The merchants of Baltimore, who are aware of thefe confequences, 
expcdt that at the fame time the Sufquehannah will be made entirely 
navigable ; and in that imagine they will have a complete compen¬ 
sation. But it appears to me that they deceive themfelves in thefe 
expectations ; for the articles which are brought down the Sufqne- 
bannah will probably take the route of the canal that will join the 
two bays when it is finilhed; and as Philadelphia is extremely in- 
terefted in the completion of that canal, .it is certain that the lecfifla- 

vD 

ture of Pennfylvania will never confent to the works neceffary to 
render the Sufquehannah navigable—that river flowing chiefly through 
its territory—until the legiflature of Maryland fhall confent to the open¬ 
ing of the can at between the two bays, which is at prefent obftinatcly 
oppofed by the merchants of Baltimore. 

From thefe obfervations it follows, that Baltimore is ill fituated for 
commerce ; owing its prefent fuccefs merely to the want of other ports 
in the Chefapeak, and to the obftru&ions to navigation on all the in¬ 
terior rivers. 

, * ' ' ... . i 

The commerce of Baltimore was railed from the funds of the mer¬ 
chants of Philadelphia, who in that place law a convenient entrepot 
between themfelves and the back countries. It has fince increafed by 
the capitals gained by the merchants, who at firfl: were only fa&ors to 
thofe of Philadelphia; but the decreafe of its commerce is not there¬ 
fore the lefs probable. 

I went to fee one of the frigates of the United States here, and 
which is one of thofe that have been ordered to be finilhed : fhe will 
be launched in Auguft. I thought her too much encumbered with 
wood-work, within, but in other refpedts fhe is a fine velfel, being 
built of thole beautiful kinds of wood, the ever-green oak and cedar : 
fhe is pierced for thirty-fix guns. 

An inhabitant of Baltimore has ere< 5 ted an obfervatory on a final! 
hill on the other fide of the port, from which, with a telefcope, one 
lees to the diftance of thirty-five miles into the bay. A flag is hoifled 
on the obfervatory, to announce the arrival of velfels. This little ef- 

tablilhment 
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tablilhment is not only very grateful to the merchants, but in fome 
degree ufeful, and is already encouraged with many fubfcriptions. 

A public library is ere&ing by fubfcription at Baltimore : two thou- 
fand volumes, l'ome good and fome bad, are already colle&ed for it. 
This is the only public library throughout Maryland. 

Baltimore has afforded great affiftance to the unfortunate French¬ 
men who fled from the difaftrous ftate of St. Domingo j individuals 
having confiderably added by fubfcriptions to the donations made by 
the legiflature of the ftate. 

BUSH-TOWN. 

The ground between Baltimore and Bufh-Town is (till worfe, if 
pofiible, than that between Federal-City and Baltimore: theHeffianfly, 
which to the louth-weft of the town attacks the corn very little, lays it 
wafte in this quarter ; very little corn is therefore fown. Small grain, 
Indian wheat, and pafture, includes the hufbandry of the country. It 
is belide very much filled with woods of a very ufelefs kind, and very 
mean appearance. 

At fifteen miles from Baltimore, at a place where I breakfafled with 
a farmer named Webjter , land fells from eight to fifteen dollars per 
acre ; there is very little that exceeds this price, and this is paflure- 
ground, improved by fome years manuring. iWebfter has a fmall flock 
of fheep, whole wool he fells partly to neighbouring farmers, and 
partly to the hatters of Baltimore, at four Shillings per pound. His 
houfe fipnds at a little diftance from Bird-River , which appears to be 
rather an arm of the bay than a river. 

A mill not far from Wtbfier’s houfe grinds the little corn that is 
grown in this part; and the flour is fent to Baltimore. 

Bird-River is navigable for fmall veffels to a place about a mile 
from Webfler’s houfe j about a quarter of a mile above which it is not 
mo e than four toifes in breadth, and is eafily forded. This is a ulual 
cafe with the leveral creeks and rivers of the country, and they are 
very numerous. I palled the Long-Cane, or Great Gunpowder , where 
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there was water enough at that time to reach the girth of my horfe; 
the Little Gunpowder, which I pa fled on a very miierable wooden 
bridge : this river fupplics fome iron-works and flitting-mills, known 
by the name of Onion's-works ; the Winter's-Run, a fmall creek ; and 
the Bujfo-River, which, like Bird-River, is only four toifes acrofs, and 
is not more than a foot in depth, at a place not more than a quarter 
of a mile from the fpot where it is twelve feet in depth, and a mile in 
breadth. There is a handiome and large corn-mill on Bujh-River, to 
which corn is brought from a great diftance, the proprietors being rich 
and aftive. The flour is fent to Baltimore. 

The Little Gunpowder creek feparates the county of Baltimore from 
that of Hartford. The county of Baltimore, exclusive of the city, con¬ 
tains twenty-five thoufand inhabitants, of vhich ten thoufand are flaves. 
The population of the town of Baltimore amounts to fifteen thoufand 
white men, and from fix to feven thoufand flaves. 

This road has a mournful appearance, aid is very thinly inhabited. 
The road is tolerably good for a horfe; but almoft impaflable for 
carriages. Notwithfranding which, there are four ftages that pafs it 

every day ; and it lies between two of themofl. confiderablc places for 
trade in America. 

At the diftance of a mile before I arrived at Bufli-Town I parted 
through Abington, a fmall and poor village, which is remarkable for 
nothing but for the remains of a very handfome college, built bv the 
Methodifts, and which was burned down about two years fince. It 
is afleited here, that this fire was occafiomd wilfully; and when it is 
known that the Methodifts, as well as the Quakers, exhort to the 
emancipation of the flaves, we cannot be ftrprized that they ihould be 
hated and perfected in a country where the inhabitants are attached 
to t re fjftem of keeping flaves, by they- education, habits, and a narrow 
view of their interefts. It muft be allowed lhat there is a great deal of 
enthufiafm among the Methodifts; and I am inclined to believe that 

they are too general in their plans for the abolition of flavery, even to 
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auard fufficiently the interefts of the flaves themfelves. Nor are they 
very difcreet in their fcrmons. But from all I have been able to 
aatber concerning this feft, I am perfuaded it includes many worthy 
and virtuous men, and even many men of talents. None of the 
Methodifls poflfefs Haves. Many before they were of that perfuafion 
were proprietors of flaves, and freed them. There have been fomc 
who have freed three hundred negroes at a time ; binding the child¬ 
ren to matters, with the condition of their teaching them to read, 
write, and cypher, and of their ferving only to the age of eighteen or 
twenty, when they were to be entirely at their own difpofal. Bufh- 
Town is in the county of Hartford, which contains fifteen thoufand 
inhabitants, five thoufand of which are flaves. Belair has been the 
county town of Hartford for feme years part, but hitherto contains 
only the town-houfe, a prifon, and a final 1 number of wooden houfes. 
It was made the county town for its central fituation. Bufh-Town was 
formerly the county town, and was at that time called Hartford. 

JOURNEY FROM RUSH-TOWN TO HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 

The country till I reached the Sufquehannah was of the fame kind 
as that through which I had already patted. In travelling twelve 
miles, I did not fee more than four houfes that were not miferable 
huts; and yet the farms are tolerably large, the ground being partly 
fown with Indian corn, and the remainder immenfe fields very rarely 
manured. The land is in general Tandy and poor. From ten to twelve 
bufhels of Indian wheat per acre is the ufual produce* and from five 
to fix of corn (where that is fown), when the Hefiian fly does not 
infeft the grain, it being as common in this part of Maryland as the 
on the other fide of the Chefapeak. Some meadows, efpecially thofe 
that lie neareft, the bay, yield forty hundred weight of hay per acre. 
There is fome ground to be met with fuperior in quality, the produce 
of which is a third more than what I have named. 

Throughout 
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Throughout the whole of this journey, I found that lands generally 
fell as at Bulh-Town, from ten to twenty dollars per acre. Near the 
Sufquehannah fome rich meadows fell for thirty-five dollars per acre. 

The rain which fell inceflantly for two days, and detained me at 
Bufli-Town, fwelled the creeks fo much, that at many places we pair¬ 
ed, where the water is generally no more than four or five inches in 
depth, it was then more than four feet. The ftage that goes between 
Philadelphia and Baltimore was compelled to remain four-and-twenty 
hours at Bulh-Town; the Winter's-Run, which is ufually no more than 
two feet in depth, having rifen to fifteen feet, and there being no bridge 
over that river. 

The Swan-river is the only one of any confequence between Bufh- 
Town and the Sufquehannah. It is of the fame kind as the reft ; that 

is to fay, very narrow at a quarter of a mile from the {pot where it is 
two or three miles acrols. 

The land is tolerably good in the bottoms, and is fold for thirty- 
four dollars per acre; that on the heights fells only for ten and twelve 
dollars per acre. The wages of labourers are- from eight to nine dollars 
per month, for the fummer feafon, or ninety-two dollars by the year; 
and three {hillings and nine pence per day when there is nothing par¬ 
ticular to do, and a dollar and a half in harveft-time. They make a 
demand of half a dollar extraordinary for mowing. 

HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 

A few houfes that ftand together on the weft banks of the Sufque¬ 
hannah bear the name of Havre-de-Grace. A company confiftino- 0 f 
eight perfons projeded the eftablithment of a town there. A plan 
was drawn out, the ground was meafured and bounded, and the 
ft reels laid out. The fite included a thoufand acres, divided into 
three thoufand fix hundred lots of houfes. The projectors already en¬ 
joyed their town completed in imagination ; or affeCted to do fo. 

Y y 2 Their 
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Their reafons for fuppofing it would be peopled with rapidity were the 

following: , ....... 

ift That the produce of the Sulquetiannah, navigable m both its 

branches for three hundred miles above Havre-de-Grace, could have 
no ether outlet, at leaft for timber, which abounds along its banks as 
well as along the banks of the rivers that fall into it. 

2 d, That Chefapeak-bay, which commences a; this lpot, has at that 
place fourteen feet water without a rock or land-bank beneath it; and 
that, therefore, veflels of a conliderab.le burthen might there eafily take 
in fuch articles as could not venture into the bay in the fmali craft that 

brings them down the river. _ ' 

3 d, That the road of Havre-de-Grace, being in that part of the 

town which lies upon the bay, would be fecured from the Ihoals of ice, 

and in other refpeas perfectly fafe. 

Thus the proprietors of the ground of this new city imagined that 
the commerce of Baltimore, and even that of Philadelphia, would in 

part be transferred to Havre-de-Grace. 

The navigation of the Sufquehannah, however, although pradica- 
ble, with great care, for fmali veflels and timber rafts, is not without 
danger, and does not admit of any larger veflels. It flows through 
the ftate of Pennfylvania, except for the laft twenty miles of its courle: 
and as the legiflature of Pennfylvania entertains the projed of joining 
the Sufquehannah and the Schuylkill, by a canal which is already 
be^un at Sweetara ; and as this plan has no other intention than to 
<rive Philadelphia the means of receiving diredly the corn that the 
Sufquehannah brings as far as Middleton; it is to be expeded that even 
if this canal is not completed (which the inhabitants of Havre-de- 
Grace believe to be impradicable), the ftate of Pennfylvania will 
never employ funds to facilitate a navigation the profit of which will 
wholly belong to a neighbouring ftate. The depth of the canal that 
comes up to Havre-de-Grace is not, even below Point-Concord, con- 

' flde rable enough to admit veflels of great burthen ; and confequently 

not 
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not dircftly to carry on foreign commerce with advantage. I take 
;;: J f *° b ^ another dream, at ieart as ,o°the exf t 

G , , ThlS tovvn ’ whlch ma 7 very well become an entrep6t 

Tent' ' L mer t hantS ° f Philadd P hia “ d Baltimore may etobUft 
p 5 m T appear t0 be calcuIat ed for any higher deftiny 
Pamphlets are however circulated to praife the advantages of its fitua- 

> and confequently to atrad adventurers. The company have 

hundredTa h fT *??“ their '° tS ’ the P rice * isfrom a 

xr . , A undred and fifty dollars, according to their fituafions 

mTZt-V e of thcfe meafurcs > » d «« 

. h fa 0 ;: h P e la “ W ‘ ‘ be00 ” e a " I am perfuaded the 

ho„L P or 1o c h °f H y re - de ' GraCe wil1 never be covered with 

people affert tint rh c ’ Hot for a g rea t number of years. Many 
peopk avert that the filiation rs far from being healthy. 

irtteH to ^ the of the Sufquehannah eight 

Mai land f t vn’ " d Wi * hin the •«*** « the fete of 
Thetnt for dtf t Wl11 remedy the evil is aimed fiuifhed. 
the fund, for defraying the expences of this canal were raifed hv 
ubfcnptions ot individuals and tile date of Maryland T! * • t 

flows fix miles above Havre-dc-Grace • i„d 1 T° " . , The tlde 

in p * i ~ ’ anc * herrings abound there as 

that P '™ Ck - J here arc "" different filheries edablilhed within 
that fipace on the weft banks n f tU c r , , uumn 

are the seated . f U f S «f<inehannal,, where the Ihoals 

1C ^reateit , and five on the other fiJr* ti, i 

fafeims'iiljeovtfand from f '“ff ' f ^ t0 ''vThimdlel 
0 j, ana from four to fix fathoms in tm 

are fpread acrofs the river bv boars „ breadth. The nets 

to the (here, and the other - 1 f 31 ° ne ' nd bei ”S *>«encd 

tance , and ,h" « d f ‘ 6 “ d , C °Tf d b ? boat to a certain dif- 

other filh here but herrings and lhad-fifh ^ Vhf “ n ° 

very fmall quantities. The moment the’h-" ' ^ 3re found in 
thrown into large calks with fait Tl, enm S s are taken, they are 
nor take off the heads a t, filne ' men do not cka " them, 

days in thefe c-iks the ^ Poto '™ ack - Having been left five 

ys cafts, they are taken out, and packed in barrels, which 

at 
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at each end have a layer of fait; and then they are fit for fale. The 
filheries, the curing the herring, and the packing them in barrels, era- 
ploy from fourteen to fifteen men in each fifhery, who have each fifteen 
dollars per month, with their provifions. Every barrel contains about 
five hundred herrings, and requires a bufhel and a half of fait, which 
cofls five {hillings per bufhel; the barrel itfelf cofts five (hillings 
and fix pence : the nets laft three or four feafons, and coft from 
two hundred to three hundred dollars, according to their dimen. 
fions. That part of the river where the fifhery is eftahlifhed is 
taken of the proprietor of the adjoining land ; and fiom thirty to fifty 
dollars annually are paid for a fifhery, according to its fituation; for 
the difference of a point in the land, or of the nearnefs of the current 
to the fhore, makes a great difference in the fize and quantity of the 
fhoals. The feafon for fifhing continues five or fix weeks, during, 
which the ten filheries in the neighbourhood of Havre-de-Grace take 
about 12,000 barrels of herrings: they are fent as far as Baltimore, 
fome are fold frefh to the inhabitants, who cure them themfelves. A 
barrel of cured herrings is fold for five dollars and a hair: fiefh her¬ 
rings are four dollars per thoufand, which is the fame price as on the 
Potowmack. Small veffels of about forty tons carry the cured herrings 
to Baltimore ; they are generally built at Havre-de-Grace, and coft 
twenty dollars per ton for the hull, which makes them amount to 
thirty-five or thirty-fix dollars per ton when they are ready foi fea. 

While I was vifiting one of thefe filheries I faw a net drawn, with 
an immenfe quantity of fifh; enough, it was computed, to fill two hun¬ 
dred barrels: the fifhermen calculate the medium quantity of a dt aught 
to be about forty barrels. 

JOURNEY FROM HAYRE-DE-GRACE TO ELK-TOWN. 

I have fpoken in my journal of laft year of the beauty of the banks 

of the Suiquehannah at its mouth ; thefe banks are lofty, diverfified in 

their appearance, well cultivated, and covered with dwellings. At the 

entrance of the bay the profpc6t extends as far as. the fight can reach, 

ten 
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ten miles higher up, on the fide of Philadelphia, noble mountains of 
various beautiful forms bound the profpedl. 

In this part of the Sufquehannah are immenfe flocks of wild ducks, 
known by the name of canvas-back ducks , and are efteemed delicious 
eating. This fowl, which in fummer haunts the more northern lakes 
of the Continent, vifits the Sufquehannah towards the month of De¬ 
cember, and remaining there till the frofts fets in, at that feafon pro¬ 
ceeds to the Potowmack ; when the ice difappears, it returns again to 
the Sufquehannah for a week or two, and then departs for its fummer 
haunts. 

Having crofted the Sufquehannah, I found myfelf in the county of 
Cecil, through the fouthern part of which I had travelled three weeks 
before from Warwick to a river called the Safafras. It was my in¬ 
tention to pay a vifit for a day to Philip Thomas , one of the richeft: 
pioprietors in this part of the country, and a partner in the Havre-de- 
Grace company. I was even on my road to his houfe, when I learned, 
that he had been two days at Philadelphia; I therefore abandoned my 
defi 0 n, and took the road to Philadelphia, through a country a little 
more pleafant, better cultivated, and better inhabited, than that be¬ 
tween Baltimore and the Sufquehannah ; but by no means either rich 
or well peopled. 

A fmall creek called Pnncipio , which is no more than four toifes in 
bieadth in one fpot, after a fall among rocks of about thirty feet, 
fpieadc to a mile in breadth, and continues to widen till it falls into 
the bay. Juft below this fall is a cannon foundery belonging to Co¬ 
lonel Youth, one of the partners of the Havre-de-Grace company,- this 
foundery is at prelent entirely employed in calling cannon for the fri¬ 
gates building by the United States : a hundred and twenty dollars for 
every twenty hundred weight of metal is the price the colonel receives 
for all cannon that are proof, which amounts to about three hundred 
dollars for a cannon of twenty-four pounds caliber. The colonel pro¬ 
cures his ore from the neighbourhood of the place where Webfter re- 
ides* at a little diftance from B-ird-creek ; it is brought to Principio- in 

boats. 
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boats. This ore docs not yield more when melted than two fifths of 
its weight of iron 5 and the metal, on the mere infipeftion of it, did 
not appear to me to be good. The great number of cannon that 
burft in the proof, with the fragments of which the ground is covered, 
confirmed me in this opinion : the cannons however appear to be call 
with confiderable {kill, and great care. 

This is the fecond cannon foundery in the United States: there is, 
as 1 have laid before, another fituated in the Hate of Rhode-Iflatid, and 
thefe are the only ones. They have been eftablilhed by French 
founders, fent by the French government for that purpofe about ten or 
twelve years ago: thus, for every thing that contributes to their fafetjr, 
the United States are indebted to France. 

Colonel Youth’s foundery confifts of a furnace with bellows, and a 
reverberating one. When he is not employed in calling cannon he ma* 
nufadtures pots, chimney backs, and other large works. The number 
of workmen at prefent amounts to fifty, who are paid from ten to twenty 
-dollars a month. 

The view of the fall is extremely pidlurefque and beautiful. The 
fmall velTels of from forty to fifty tons, which bring the ore, approach 
it within fifty fathom. 

From feveral elevated points of the road from Elk-Town the bay of 
Chefapeak may be feen: you approach it even at Charles-Town , and at 
Nordwaijl, a little village built on Nordwaijt-Rber ; which, like the 
others, is only a continuation of the bay- The {mail creeks, however, 
which we pafs at the ford are innumerable. It is probable, that in a 
dry feafon they are not to be perceived, but after the heavy rains, which 
have fallen for fome days pall, they are almoil all wide and deep. 


ELK-TOWN. 

This fmall town is the capital of Cecil-County, and contains about 
K )0 houfes, almoft all built in one llreet, which leads to Philadelphia. 
Elk-River is navigable only a mile below the town, and at which 
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point there is alfo an aflemblage of houfes and warehoufes, which may 
be confidered as a part of the town. 

Elk-Town has a pretty good trade in corn with Philadelphia, which 
is brought particularly from the eaftern part of Maryland. From Elk- 
Town it is fent by land to Chriftiana-bridge, a village at the diftance 
of twelve miles ; and from thence conveyed on the Chriftiana to 
Biandywinc and Philadelphia. It is allcrted that 300,000 bufhels 
are fent annually from Elk-Town by this route. The price of car¬ 
riage to Brandywine is nine pence per bulhel, and to Philadelphia 
eleven pence halfpenny. 

One of the plans for joining the Chefipeak and the Delaware, 
by inland navigation, is to join the Elk-River to that of the 
Chriftiana. Another has for its objeft to join the Bohemia to the 
Apoqutmini. A third is to make a communication between the river 
Chefter and Duck-River j and the fourth would join the Choptank 
to Jones-River. Each of thefe plans is favoured by the inhabitants 
of the part of the county which it would pals through. 

It is alTerted that the Rate of Delaware oppofes almoft all, becaufe a 
great number of horfes belonging to the inhabitants are conftantly 
and ufefully employed in carrying corn from Elk-Town to Chriftiana- 
bridge. I can hardly believe that fo trifling an intereft can miflead 
the inhabitants, and efpecially the legiflature of Delaware, in oppo- 
fition to the important interefts of the Rate. 

The commercial interefts of Baltimore, as I have before faid, op- 
pofe this junction. To judge which of thefe four plans ought to be 
preferred, we fhould know the plan of the engineers, and the nature of 
the giound and the obftacles. If the difficulties were equal, that 
which would join the Bohemia to the Apoquimini appears the* beft, 
as being higher in the river Delaware. The final! fpace of ground 
to be cut through to join the two rivers ihould likewife be taken into 
-eonfideration, as rendering its execution quicker, and lefs expenfive. 
As the part to be cut through is entirely in the ftate of Delaware, the 
acquiefcence of the legiflature of Maryland is unneceftary. 

Vox.. II. * Z 2 
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A general obftacle exifts againft all thefe projeas which is, the 
difference in the height of the waters of the Delawate and ot the 

Chefapeak. 

This difference is occafioned by the rapid influx from the Gulph of 
Mexico, which, on account of the diredtion of the cuiients, and the 
narrownefs of the baton, ruffes with more force on the waters of the 
Delaware than on thofe of the Chctapeak, mixes with thv.ru fooner, 
and raifes them higher ; whilft on the other hand after having puffed 
the capes of the Chefapeak, it immediately turns into a vaft baton, 
and thus loflng its force renders the reft of the bay from two to three 
feet lower than the Delaware. 

But this variation in the height of the water of thefe two bays 
might be remedied by fluices at the points where the rivers would 
unite. 

About a mile from Elk-Town is the boundary of the ftates of 
Maryland and Delaware. There are in the neighbourhood fome 
meadows, which are kept in good order ; fituated in a good bottom, 
and fowed with clover and timothy-grafs, which yields in two crops 
from eighty to one hundred weight of hay an acre. Ten hundred 
weight of hay fells here for fix dollars and a half. Thefe excellent 
meadows do not, however, fell for more than thirty dollars per acre: 
the price of other land is from ten to fifteen dollars. 

Labourers are paid here fix {hillings a day, or eleven dollars a 
month; the greater part of them are negroes let out by their matters. 
In harveft time they pay them a dollar a day. 

Elk-River as well as the other rivers abounds in herrings and 
ducks: this abundance is a great refource for poor families, who may 
procure by their own pains, or at a very low price, their food for 
almoft all the year in thefe two forts of provifion. Some hogs, whole 
feed cofts them nothing, as they let them run in the woods, provide 
the reft: but the consequence of this eafy method of procuring food 
in abundance is, that, unlefs they have the intention of emigrating, they 
become indolent. Three weeks’ work in harveft time, and the lale 
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of the ducks which they kill, procure them as much money as they 
want: one or two acres of maize which they cultivate furnifh 

them with bread; and a great number of them are therefore idle all 
the year. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON MARYLAND. 

All that I have leen of the Rate of Maryland—and I have travelled 
through the greateR part of it during this year and the laft—induces 
me to believe that its fituation in many parts is inferior to almoR all 
the other Rates of America. 

Slavery, which gives a very great advantage to the eaflern Rates 
over the fouthern, in refpe6l to the cultivation of the ground, and fuch 
manufactures as the Rate of population in this new world permits, 
produces Rill more evils in Maryland than in Virginia and the Caroli- 
nas, as Maryland is lels extenfive than the three other Rates, and does 
not produce, like them, fine and rich crops of rice, cotton, and tobacco j 
added to which, the number of Raves in thofe Rates is greater in pro¬ 
portion than elfewhere. All the land, as I have before obferved, 
is exhauRed by the crops of tobacco which have been continually 
drawn from it fince this Rate has been inhabited. The impoflihU 
lity of obtaining more crops, at leaR from the greater part of the land, 
has reduced the cultivation of this plant to nothing; and the cultiva¬ 
tion of maize, which is carried on in thole parts which cannot produce 
any more tobacco, completely deRroys them. The great number of 
Raves, however, who are to be maintained renders the cultivation in 
ibme degree indi.fpenflable ; and the Heflian fly with which the wheat 
has latterly been attacked, hkewile encourages the cultivation of maize : 
the leaves of this plant are very good food for horfes; thus the advan¬ 
tages of its cultivation induces the planter to forget the damages 
which it occafions to the foil already irreparably deRroyed, as welfas 

the portion ot labour which it requires from the time of flowing to that 
of harvefl. 
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He fees, however, his crops of maize diminifh annually; yet his 
negroes mull; be provided with food ; and if he feels the neceffity of 
improving his land by a proper cultivation, and particularly by ma¬ 
nuring it abundantly, he is prevented fo doing by the preponderating' 
neceffity of providing food, and by the want of the money neceflary 
for thefe improvements. On the other hand, the inhabitant whofe- 
exiftence depends on his labour, blufhes to work as a negro. If he has 
a fmall property, which he might by induftry improve, he haftens, as 
I have before obferved, to difpofe of it, that he may purchafe a fettle- 
ment in fome part of the country where he may obtain it at a low 
price, and where, by labouring himfelf, he will not be liable to be 
conlidered as an inferior being. This property is then bought by 
fome rich planter, who fuffers it to lie uncultivated, having already 
more land than he can cultivate. The white who has no property 
labours until he has laved fufficient to enable him to fettle el few he re,, 
winch he may foon accomplifh, as he can ealily earn from a hundred' 
to a hundred and twenty dollars a year, befides his food. Some quit 
the country even before they have faved any property, and if they are 
good workmen, find an opportunity of eftablilhing themfelves with 
credit in a country where their feelings are not conftantly wounded' 
by lowering themfelves to an equality with Haves. This is precilely 
the Hate of things in the eaftern part of Maryland, and even in fome of 
the weftern parts. 

There are a few places in the well of this Hate where it is other wife;' 
fuch as in the counties of Frederick, Wafhington, and the Alleganys , 
where the proportion of Haves is very fmall. The land there is fertile, 
and has not yet been drained ; as they are new fettlements* and as the 
temperature of the air will not permit the cultivation of tobacco. 
Thefe three counties, where alfo the climate js healthful, are peopled’ 
with emigrants from other Hates as well as from Maryland. Some plant¬ 
ers on both fides of this {fate have lately begun to improve their mea¬ 
dows, and alfo to cultivate large quantities of land. They manure 

the ground ; and this firft Hep towards improvement is doubtkfs ufe* 

l . .. ful, 
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ft.il, and well defigned, as preparatory to a more complete {yrtem j but 
their hearts are always, winter and fummer, in the woods, and are 
leaner than any I have feen ; but the means of fattening them does not 
appear to occupy their attention, nor do they take any pains to abolifh, 
even at a future period, that fcourge—flavery—which, humanity and' 
morality out of the queftion, is an infurmountable obrtacle to the im¬ 
provement of their lands, and conlequently their fortunes; and which 
is a fource of imminent danger to themfelves and to the general tran¬ 
quillity of their country. 

I have faid that in Maryland and Virginia, and even in Carolina, 
many planters are convinced of thofe dangers, and are delirous of ; 
having their fields cultivated and their domeftic fervices performed by 
fieemen lather than by {laves ;• but this convidion is not fufficiently 
ftrong to lead them to the refolution, which ftiould operate as a pre¬ 
liminary to the dertrudion of the evil; 

There are publications even in Virginia in favour of the emancipa¬ 
tion of the negroes ; they have, however, produced no more effed there 
than in thofe ftates of the fouth, where the great number of {laves and ; 
imall piopoition of wdiites- render every meafure againft flavery ex¬ 
tremely difficult. 

They talk here of trailfporting ail the negroes out of the country at' 
once,, either to Africa-or to the fouthern parts of America, in order to- 
found a colony. This meafure would be To full of difficulties in its- 
execution, and would be attended with fo many unpleafant confe— 
quences, that it cannot poffibly be carried into effed. The plan is 
fupported- by- the fear which maniferts itfelf in thofe who efpoufe it,, 
that a mixture in the blood would'take place if the negroes-were - 
emancipated; or fuffered to remain in the country : “ in future gene¬ 
rations,” fay-they, “ there would not be a countenance to be & feen 
without more oi lefs of the black colour.” This inconvenience would* 
doubtlels-be great if it- were certain ; but it by no means appears fo to » 
me: wife laws might prevent, this mixture, or render it very rare, , 
without, any.further abridgment of the. rights of individuals than is 

already 
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already made by many other laws, which, for the good of fociety, re- 
ftrain the exercife of individual rights; nor would fuch a law be any 
evil to the negro race. Choice alone would for a length of time give a 
decided fuperiority to the white colour, even in the eyes of the blacks; 
and the preference would of itfelf prevent mixed marriages; the law, 
therefore, which fhould enforce this preference, would be eafily carried 
into execution. 

But it appears to me to be an error, to propofe the emancipating all 
the Haves at one time. The refped due to the property of the mailers 
of thefe Haves, hitherto acknowledged by the law, and to the .mainte- 
nance of order in fociety, demands that this great work fhould be pro- 
greffive. The objedts of a law to free the Haves, are the well being of 
fociety, and the happinefs of the Haves themfelves; and if thefe are not 
attained, the abolition of the Have trade is the dream of a miftaken phi¬ 
lanthropy. The great danger a Have has to encounter after his emanci¬ 
pation is, that of not being able to provide for his wants; and it is the 
natural confequence of the averfion to labour con traded by every Have, 
and the habit he has of feeing himfelf fed and clothed, without dire&ly 
occupying himfelf with that care. But would not both the danger to 
the Have, and the injury to the mailer, be avoided by a law with the fol¬ 
lowing provifions: ill, To fix a price, that fhould be moderate and 
equitable, on the liberty to be given to a Have: 2d, To enjoin the pro¬ 
prietors of Haves to permit them to work two days in each week for 
their own emolument; and to furnifh them with land, to raile crops 
that fliould be their own property; or where the mailer fhould have oc- 
cafion for their labour on the days fet afide for their own ufe, to pay 
them at the fame rate as other workmen : 3d, To declare every Have, 
qn paying the price at which he is valued by the law, infiantly free: 
4th, to declare all children of Haves, born after the date of the law, free; 
and all children exilling at the time of the law, free at the age of twenty- 
one ; with a claul'e, to compel the mailers to provide for the education 
of the latter? *. 

The emancipation of Haves being thus the refult of theit own labour, 

they 
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t-iey will m Tome degree have acquired the habit of labour; and will no 
onger be flrangers, as they now are, to the prudence and forefighr ne- 
ceflary to their exigence; nor will fociety have any thing to fear on 
} L . I( ^ e f r01T i their emancipation. Being treated as other labourers, 
having the privileges of white men, what particular inducement can 
they have to injure fociety? I am not aware that 1 deceive myfelf; yet 
\ believe that a law of this nature would render the emancipation of 
haves a benefit to every clafs of fociety, efpecially in a country where 
t e population of white men exceeds'that of flaves; and I do not think 

the proprietors of flaves would have any reafon to complain of fuch a 

law. 

The population of the (late of Maryland, according to a return made 
m 1790, amounted to 319,7^8 inhabitants; of which .03,0.36 were 
naves. People here, who are the bed informed, afl'ert that the'popula¬ 
tion of white men is not increafed ; but that the population of flaves is, 
on the contrary, greatly increafed. 


It is nnpoffible to fee, without aftonithment, and'indeed feme degree 
OF indignation, the ruinous date of the roads and bridges in Maryland 
In the moil remote parts of America, roads and bridges are not worfc • 
and indeed m many of thofe parts of the country are even better The’ 
negligence of the government of Maryland in this refpeft is an unpar- 
onable injury, not only to the convenience, but to the fecurity of the 
public. The canals feem to be a little more attended to; at lead, com¬ 
panies and individuals engaged in carrying them on are more favour- 
ed by the legiflature. Beflde which, the number of navigable rivers 
with which Maryland is interfefted, renders the carriage from one to 
another extremely ihort, and affords means of fale for the produce of 
this fate that are at once eafy and cheap; and an improvement in the 

general fyftem of culture would increafe the produce of this date to an 
immenfe extent. 


Maryland boafts of having a particular. Aperies of white corn ; and a 
particular kind of tobacco, known by the name of kite-foot ■„ both of 

which 
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which are originally natives of America, and even oi that part of this 
continent which at prefcnt forms the Rate of Maryland. The white 
corn grows in the more fouthern part of the eaflern hue of the Rate, 
where, however, it degenerates. The kite-foot is cultivated not far from 
the Potapfko; and is in great requeR, it is faid, in Europe. 

The religious fedts of Maryland are as numerous as in the other hates 
of the union. There are more Roman Catholics in Maryland than in 
any other part of America, the firft fettlers of this hate being of that per- 
fuafion; but the Prefbyterians, and hill more the MethodiRs, are in greater 
numbers. A Roman Catholic biihop refides at Baltimore ; in which 
city and its neighbourhood, and in Prince George’s-Country, Queen’s- 
County, and Charles’s-County, it is that the Roman Catholics abound 
moll. The Catholic Religion is rigidly obferved by its profeffors here; 
and makes very few profelytes. In general, the fpirit of religion is not 
more prevalent in Maryland than in any of the other hates. The in¬ 
habitants are mild, obliging, and hofpitable. Wherever a traveller goes 
he is well received ; and is always preffed to make a longer hay in every 
houfe he vilits. I have met with many perfons of the upper clafs of 
excellent difpofitions; and alfo many of the inferior clafs, efpecially in 
parts remote from towns. 

It is aflerted that the inhabitants of Baltimore are as felhlh and inhof- 
pitable as thofe of* Philadelphia; and I think that is probably the cafe, 
as the fame caufes every-where produce the fame effedt. I cannot, how¬ 
ever, fpeak of the truth of this affertion from my own experience ; and 
indeed I have reafon to fpeak with refpedt of all thofe whom I had oc- 
cafion to viiit. 

The political fentiments that prevail in the upper clafles of Maryland 
are in favour of what is called federalifm ; but they are by no means 
violent. The former prefident of the united Rates is in high eftima- 
tion here ; notwithRanding which, the adds of his adminiRration are not 
andifcriminately approved. There are lome zealous partifans of the anti- 
iederaliRs in ^Maryland ; and they are to be met with even among the 

merchants 
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merchants of Baltimore. But politics do not feem much to occupy the 
country people of this Hate. Newfpapers are neither fo many in num¬ 
ber, nor circulated to the fame extent, as in Pennfylvania or New-York. 

RETURN FROM ELIC-TOWN TO PHILADELPHIA. 

A ftorm of ram and inow, with violent gufts of wind, once more de¬ 
tained me a whole day at an inn in Elk-Town. I had the pleafure, 
however, of palling a part of the time with Mr. Philip Thomas, whom 
I had not found at home when I went to pay him a vifit on the pre¬ 
ceding evening, and who avas then returning from Philadelphia. Mr. 
Thomas is one of thofe plain and kind people that a traveller is Had to 
meet with. I took my leave of him, with a promife that I would pafs 
fome time at his houfe as foon as it fhould be in my power; and per¬ 
fectly convinced that he was defirous of my vifit. 

The country that lies between Elk-Town and Chriftiana is nearly 
the fame as that through which I pallid on my route from Havre-de- 
Grace to Elk-Town. Chriftiana-bridge is the only confiderable place 
on this road. It is at this place that the corn that comes by land-car¬ 
nage is put on board velTels for Philadelphia. At the diftance of f, x or 
feven miles is a fmall town called Newport, f,mated alfo on the Chrif¬ 
tiana; which enjoys a commerce of the fame kind, but Iefs confiderable 
and merely to fupply that part of the (late of Delaware which lies nearer 
to Newport than Chriftiana bridge. A, five miles further lies Wilming- 

Ind Ch -n- e a 7 '° m ;„ PlrtS ° f this r0ad mnnin 8 al °ng the Delaware 
and Chriftiana (that falls into it after running through a fmall plain to- 

-erably well cultivated), which prefent a very fine profped. 

Having in the beginning of my account of this part of my journey 

p P ,°| e ; f‘, h , 0f W,,m ‘ n S“n. and the road between that town and 

dadelphia, I have not any thing to add on that fubjed, except that 
he heavy rams winch had fallen for feveral days had rendered thefe 
roads, that are always bad enough, almoft impaflable. 
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' During this little excurfion, I obferved tranfitions from exceflive heat 
to cold, fometimes with the interval of a day, but very often in the 
courfe of the fame day. 

OBSERVATIONS RESPECTING THE MINERALOGY OF THE 

COUNTRY. 

In purfuance of the plan I laid down tor myfelf, of concluding ihe 
account of each of my journeys with a general outline of the minera¬ 
logy 0 f the countries through which I palfed, as far as the little know¬ 
ledge I have of that fubjecft extends j I have a few words to add on 
that topic. 

The neighbourhood of Philadelphia to the fouth and weft prefents 
the fame fand and earth as on the eaft and north. Near tile town, how¬ 
ever, and on the fpot which feparates it from the Shuylkill, where that 
river falls into the Delaware, is found black earth of a great depth, and 
covered with vegetation ; and which, it is evident, has been lecently left 
by the water. It has all the chara&er of land perfedly new, and as yet 
fcarcely raifed from the bed of the river. It is conftantly moift ; and is 
frequently overflowed by the river. This land is ufed for meadows, 
and is in great eftimation. It is acknowledged, however, to be ex¬ 
tremely unhealthy. Between that and Wilmington the quality of the 
ftone is quartzofe ; ochre is alfo to be found in an imperfedl ftate; and 
iron-ore is perceptible in moll of the ftones that are found on the road. 

Every appearance of the peninfula, that partly belongs to the ftate of 
Delaware, and partly to the eaftern fide of Maryland, alfo proves that it 
is land left by the water; and that at a period not long paft: among 
thefe are the quality of the foil, its level, and its conftant and extreme 
humidity. 

In this part of Maryland there are few ftones found on the fandy 
foil of the country. The trenching of the ground, or fome natural ac¬ 
cident, has in places, however thrown up a fpecies of ftrong gravel; m 

others 
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otheis a lo-t argillaceous fchiftus, and in others a done mixed with iron- 
ore. 

One of the mod remarkable features of this peninfula is, that the rivers 
are divided by a luccedion of fwamps, from which the water runs to¬ 
ward the Delaware or the Chefapeak, although the ground does not ap¬ 
pear to the eye to be more elevated than the red of the country. There 
is another fa<T dill more extraordinary—the buihes and plants which 
grow in theie morafles are ot the lame kind as thofe which are found 
on the highed mountains. • 

In the wedern part of Maryland, fmall round iron-dones are found 
in confiderable quantities. The foil is for the mod part fand, which 
covers a compact clay. As one approaches Federal-City the country is 
not fo flat, the hills are more diverfified, and are generally higher. On 
the fite of Federal-City the banks and beds of the dream are covered 
with granite, like the borders of the Potowmack. The rocks that oc- 
cafion the falls of the Potowmack are free-done. 

The banks of the Potowmack, below the falls, and efpecially from 
George-Town to a fpot near Alexandria, exhibit the fame appearance 
of fucceflive terraces as thofe in Connecticut, of which I have already 
fpoken ; but not altogether fo remarkable. The environs of Alexandria 
are filled with beds of large oyfter-fhells, like thofe that are fo frequently 
found in Lower Virginia. Between Federal-City and Baltimore the 
ground is frequently full of iron-ore. Near the Snow den-works are rocks 
among which are fometimes found pieces of granite and feld-fpath. In 
the neighbourhood of Baltimore the ground is fand with clay j and gra¬ 
vel is found confiderably drong. 

Between Baltimore and Havre-de-Grace is found argillaceous fchidus, 
and the foil is of clay and of a red colour. On the banks of rivers and 
creeks and on the Tides of mountains are maffes of done. 
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NATURE OF THE WOODS. 

The woods in the Hates of Delaware and Maryland produce no other 
trees than thofe that are found in Pennfylvania and Virginia. Oaks of 
every fpecies abound in them, many of which are large and compact in 
the grain. They are ufed in carpenters’ work, and furnifli a great arti¬ 
cle of exportation. The black walnut-tree, which alfo abounds in thefe 
woods, is much ufed by cabinet-makers; and makes beautiful furniture. 
Every other kind of walnut-tree is found in the eountry, the fruit of 
wdiich, as well as the acorn, feeds an immenfe quantity of hogs that run 
in the woods, the flefti of w'hich being faked forms one of the moft im¬ 
portant articles of the exportation of thefe two Hates. The cyprefs and 
cedar coyer the marfliy land; w r here they grow very large. AlmoR all 
the different kinds of wood that are in great requeH in Europe are to 
be found in this latitude; but more efpecially in the weflern part of 
Maryland. I have in particular noticed the tulip-tree, of a great height 
near Federal-City; and remarably fine kalmia latifiora, from twenty to 
five-and-twenty feet in height, between Federal-City and Baltimore. I 
alfo faw fome of the latter near the Patapfko, whofe bloom, of a beauti¬ 
ful pale red, was beginning to appear. The wood of the kalmia I have 
been told is ufed for the axle-trees of carts, for the handles of tools, and 
. all other purpofes for which wood of the hardefi kind is preferred. 
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RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA. 




ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

S 1 am 110w on the eve of my departure from Philadelphia, and as 
it is not probable that I fhall be here again before my departure for 
Europe, I fhall fet down whatever information I have been able to coi¬ 
led!, refpetfing the city of Philadelphia and the Rate of Pennfylvania, in 
the feveral vifits I have paid to this part of the United States. 

ORIGIN OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

This colony was founded 1 681, by the celebrated William Penn, 
from whom it derives its name; and to the genius with which that great 
man conceived the plan of its government, and the wifdom and juflice 
of his adminiftration, is to be afcribed the rapid progrefs it made to a 
happy and flourifhing condition. 

1 he Englifli government had given Admiral Penn reafon to expert 
the ceffion of this country to him, in payment of a confiderable fum 
due to him from the public. The Admiral died before any thing was 
done in the affair ; and the petition prefented by William Penn, after his 
tcath, to claim the execution of the promife, was long oppofed by the 
agents of Lord Baltimore, proprietor of Maryland. It was not till to¬ 
wards the conclufion of the year 1081, that Charles the Second hgncd 
William Penn’s charter. 

At this time feveral fpots on the banks of the Delaware were inha¬ 
bited. They v, ere at firll part of the province of New York occupied- 
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322 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


by Dutch fettlers, and afterwards were in the pofleflion of the Swedes; 
till, in 1064, they were'finally united to the crown of England. 

The motives mentioned in the preamble of the patent granted to Wil¬ 
liam Penn are, the fervices of Admiral Penn, and the laudable intention's 
of his fon to add to the grandeur of the Britifli empire, by cultivating 
fuch branches of commerce in the territories ceded to him as would en¬ 
rich Great Britain, and by civilifing the favage nations ot the country. 

The limits of the lands ceded by Charles Second to William Penn,, 
were, on the eaft, the Delaware, from a fpot twelve miles to the north 
of Newcaftle, to the fortieth degree of latitude, in cafe, the words of the 
patent are, the river Jhall extend thus far to the north ; from this point a 
ftraight line drawn to the weft, at right angles with the Delaware; and 
from that point, another line drawn to the fouth; and finally, a line 
drawn parallel to that of the north, and making the boundary on the 
fouth. 

The patent gave William Penn, and his heirs, the entire property of 
the province, fubjeft to the fupreme authority of the crown of England ; 
it ceded alfo the power of making laws, eftabhfhing a government, 
granting lands, and railing taxes. 

The commerce of the new province was to be fubjedt to the regulations 
of the Britifh legiftature, and was to be carried on only with England. 
William Penn was obliged to appoint an agent in London, to anfwer to 
the crown for any violations of the laws regulating Britifh commerce ; 
but It was provided, that in all difputes between William Penn, or his 
heirs, or the merchants of the colony, and the crown, the conftrudtion of 
the laws lhould be favourable to the former, and the King’s minifters 
were enjoined to give them all poftible aid and protedlion. 

William Penn arrived at the banks of the Delaware in 1082, having 
with him a great many families of the people called Quakers. As he did 
not fuppofe, with the greater part of the founders of European colonies, 
that the place of his birth and the grant of his king were authorities for 
taking poffcftion of the territories of favage people, without their con- 

lent, he treated with the natives for the lands with fuch equity, that he 

not 
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not only concluded his negociations without obftacles, and acquired the 
friendfhip and confidence of the Indians, but alfo conciliated the minds 
of the Dutch and Swedes already eftablifhed in the country. The con- 
dud of the Quakers, who accompanied Penn, was of the fame equitable 
character; fo that the new fettlers, far from being difturbed by the In¬ 
dians, received every aid thofe poor people could give them. And fo 
deeply rooted was the veneration of the Indian tribes for William Penn, 
that to this day, when thofe unhappy vidims of European policy arc 
daily driven from their habitations farther back into the wilds of the 
country, and have too often to complain of other ads of injuftice, they 
are accuftomed to quote the tradition handed down to them of William 
Penn s humane and equitable condud. Nor do they ever place an en¬ 
tire confidence in any treaties with Pennfylvania, or any other date, or 
even the Union, unlefs fome Quakers are prefent at the conference;_ 

“ the defendants of William Penn,” they fay, « will never permit* us 
to be deceived.” 

In 1683, William Penn began to lay the foundations of Philadelphia, 
at which time he formed a plan for the building of that city, which has 
fince been followed with great exaftnefs. 

The country lying along the Delaware to the fouth of Newcaftle, 
was a little time afterwards granted by the crown to Willian Penn ; and 
the county of Newcaftle was ceded to him by the Duke of York. 

The inhabitants of this new colony amounted, in 1684, to no more 
than four thoufand. In 1685, ninety veffels arriving from Europe, with 
emigrants from France, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Finland, Den¬ 
mark, Scotland, Ireland, and England, the population w^as encreafed to 
fixty-fix thoufand, of which nearly the half were Englifh. 

The wifdom of the adminiftration, but ftill more entire liberty in 
civil and religious matters, brought a great influx of inhabitants, even 
from other parts of America, to Philadelphia; and the city was ftill far¬ 
ther increafed m growth, by conditional grants of ground, and other poli¬ 
tical aids given to adventurers. 
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In 1082, William Penn afl'embled the inhabitants of this new colony 
at Chefter; with the concurrence of whom he framed a conftitution, 
that veiled the legiflation of the Hate in the governor, aflifted with a 
provincial council and a general afl'embly. The council was compofed of 
feventy members, chofen by the people. The governor or his deputy 
prefided in the council, and had three voices. A third of the council 
was re-elefted annually. The general afl'embly was at firft compofed of 
all the inhabitants, but was foon reduced to two hundred, and it was 
provided that it fhould never exceed five hundred. 

In the difcourfe pronounced by William Penn on this occafion, he laid 
down a maxim, whofe truth ought to be inceffantly in the contempla¬ 
tion of every free people Whatever,” lie faid, “ be the form of a 
government, the people always are free when they fhare in the legiflative 
power, and are governed only by the laws. In thefe two circumftances 
is the fecurity of all freedom; without them, there can be nothing bat 
defpotifm or anarchy. The legitimate objefts of government are, the 
people’s refpeft for the laws, and their fecurity againft the abufe of 
power. On thefe principles it is, that the people are free, even in obe¬ 
dience, and the magiftrates honoured and refpeftable, for the impar¬ 
tiality of their adminiftration and their own fubmiflion to the laws.. 

In 1083, William Penn offered a new conftitution to the inhabitants 
of Pennfylvania, of which they accepted. The number of reprefenta- 
tives was now diminifhed ; and the prerogative of putting a negative 
upon laws pafl'ed by the afl'embly, given to the governor. 

Some difputes between Lord Baltimore and William Penn, concern¬ 
ing their refpeclive property, obliged the latter to go to England. In 
his abfence, the adminiftration of the government was committed to a 
council, who abufed their power, and excited difcontents, that Penn, 
while he remained in Europe, could neither prevent nor allay. The 
crown therefore refumed the government of the province, which was 
committed to the care of the governor of New York. 

About this period a new conftitution was eftablifhed in Pennfylvania, 

differing 
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differing from the former chiefly in this—that the general aflembly 
were now annually eledled. 

In 1699, William Penn arrived from England, and again took the 
reins of government; and it was in 1701, when he was about to em¬ 
bark once more for England, that the conflitution of this province was 
eflablifhed on the footing on which it refled till the revolution of Ame¬ 
rica. 

The three counties of Newcaflle, Kent, and Suffex, (which at that 
time were known by the name of the three lower counties), refuflng to 
accept this new conflitution, William Penn granted his right in them 
to Edmund Shippen, and five others, and thefe counties veere eredled 
into a feparate government. They had an aflembly diflindl from that 
of Pennfylvania, in which, however, the governor of Pennfylvania pre- 
fided : and thefe three counties at prefent form the State of Delaware. 

William Penn purchafed from the Indians, by fucceflive treaties, the 
country as far as the Sufquehanna, and even beyond, and all that tra<5l 
of land extending from Duck Creek to the mountains. Pie died in 171 g, 
efleemed, beloved, and regretted, by every one who had occafion at any 
time to have dealings with him. After his death his heirs, the proprie¬ 
tors and governors of the province, endeavoured to extend their power, 
and foon began to claim exemptions from taxes for the lands the family 
of Penn had referved for itfelf. The houfe of reprefentatives oppofed 
thefe pretentions with unremitting fleadinefs; and the hiflory of Penn¬ 
fylvania, from that period to the late revolution in America, is nothin 0- 
more than a record of difputes between the governors and the houfe of 
reprefentatives. Every queflion that came before the aflembly was the 
occafion of a difpute; and the mutual jealoufy of thefe authorities pre¬ 
vented the eftablifliment of neceflary regulations, which the reprefenta¬ 
tives of the people had not leifure to propofe, or were unwilling to fub- 
jedt to the governor’s negative,. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA AFTER 

THE REVOLUTION. 

At the time of the revolution in America, the conflitution of Penn- 
fylvahia was changed. The proprietors were then ^abfent; and the 
people, by their reprefentatives, eflablifhci a conflitution, in the follow¬ 
ing manner. 

The legiflative authority was delegated to a houfe of reprefentatives, 
chofen annually by the feveral counties. To become an ele&or, it was 
neceffary to be an inhabitant, a defcendant of Europeans, and free—to 
have arrived at the age of twenty-one, and to have refided a year in 
Pennfylvania. 

The number of the reprefentatives was to be proportioned to the po¬ 
pulation of each county ; the only qualification to be a candidate for re- 
prefentative was, a refidence for the two lafl years in the fame county, 
but no reprefentative was eligible to be re-eleded till after an interval of 
four years. Every reprefentative, before he took his feat, was obliged to 
read and fign the following declaration— That he believed in one God, 
who created the univerfe, and governs it by his providence, and who rewards 
the good and pumjhes the wicked', and that he acknowledged the Old and 
New Teftaments to have been written by divine infpiratton. 

The houfe of reprefentatives had the power of making laws confident 
with the fpirit of the conflitution. All a&s were to be palled by a ma¬ 
jority of at leafl two-thirds of the members prefent; and laws were not to 
be in force till the expiration of one year from the time of their palling. 
During that interval they were to be publiflied in the gazettes, that the 
people might have opportunity to know their nature, and that the public 
opinion might be made known refpeiling neceffary amendments. 

The number of reprefentatives in 1780 were feventy-two. 

The executive power was placed in the fupreme council of Pennfyl¬ 
vania, compofed of a prefident, vice-prefident, and fifteen members cho¬ 
fen by the people, one in each county. This council was chofen for 

three years, and a third was renewed annually by an ele&ion. The pre¬ 
fident 
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fident and vice-prefident were annually chofen, by an affembly compofed 
u * the houfe of reprefentatives and the fupreme council; but they 
were chofen among the members of the fupreme council. 

Another council compleated the political body of this ftate; it was 
called the council of cenfors, and was compofed of two members from each 
county, chofen annually by the people. The members could not be re- 
elected till after an interval of feven years. Their functions were, to 
pard the rights of the conftitution; to enquire into ufurpations of the 
legiflature, or the fupreme council; to enquire whether the taxes were 
equitably impofed, faithfully levied, and expended with economy; in a 
word, to fee the laws juftly adminiftered. They had the power to fum- 
mon any individual before them; to fufpend the deliberations of the 
legiflature; to examine its ads, and to recommend the annulling of fuch 
as appeared to them inconfiftent with the conftitution. They had, be- 
lide, the power of calling a convention to change the conftitution, to 
which they had authority to propofe fuch reforms as they fliould deem 
necefTary. In the cafe of their calling a convention, they were enjoined 

to give notice of it in the gazettes, during fix months previous to its 
meeting. 

As democratic as this conftitution was, there were many who ftill 
wifhed for further innovation ; and while it was in cxiftence, the State 
of Pennfylvania was divided by two factions, one of which was called 1 
the conftitutionaVijh , and the other republicans . The latter demanded two 
houfes, on the plan of the majority of the United States. The con- 
teft for power was eager; and the public intereft, as is too often the cafe 
was facrificed to the interefts of parties. Finally the republicans pre¬ 
vailed ; and in l 7QO, the conftitution at prefent in force was framed by 
a convention. J 

THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

The conftitution of Pennfylvania, like thofe of all the other United 
States, feparates the executive from the legiflative power. 

The legiflature is compofed of a houfe of reprefentatives and a fenate. 

The 











u 


3 ,,Q TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

The members of the houfe of reprefentatives are chofen m each 
county by the defiers, with the exception of thofe who are returned by 

the citizens of Philadelphia. . , 

The number of reprefentatives for a county is in proportion to e po- 

pulatlon, but each county returns at leaft one. To keep the number ... 
each county correfpondert with the population, an account of the inha- 
bltants is taken eve'ry fev.n years, according to wh.ch the leg.flature de- 
dares the number that each county ffiall return. , T , 

The number of reprefmtativcs is never to exceed a hundred, 
houfe of reprefentatives b defied annually. The qualifications for mem¬ 
bers are,—the arrival at the age of twenty-one; the right of citizcnfhip, 
acquired three years precious to the elefiion ; and a previous reudence o 

three years in the county. 

The fenate is elected ibr four years; but a fourth of the fenators is re¬ 
novated annually. . 

The fenators are defied by diftrifis, formed by feveral counties, ac¬ 
cording to their population ; but no diftrifi is permitted to return more 

than four fenators. , r . , r 

The number of the fenators is never to be lefs than t ie our l par 

the houfe of reprefentatives, nor ever exceed the third. 

The qualifications for a fenator are,—the arrival at the age o w y 
one ; the right of citizeafhip ; rcfidence for four years in the flate; an 
a refidence of the year preceding the eledlion in the diflrnfl. 

The governor is eledbd for three years, and is not eligible to continue 
in office more than nine years in twelve. The qualifications or 
candidate for the office of governor, are—the arrival at the age of thir y , 
and the right of citizcnfhip of feven years {landing, and feven years re 1 - 

dence in the flate.. 

The qualification of refidence in the flate is not ncceflary to a candi¬ 
date for the office of governor, or member of either of the houfes o e- 
giflature, when he has been abfent on the fcrvice of the Union or 

The fame cledlors caufe the governor and the two houfes of the legif 

lature. 
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lature. The qualifications of an elector are,—the arrival at the age of 
twenty-one; two years refidence in the ftate previous to the ele&ion ; 
and the payment of taxes for the laft fix months. The fons of inhabi¬ 
tants paying taxes are exempt from the laft qualification. 

Laws for the impofition of taxes mull originate in the houfe of repre- 
fientatives ; but the fenate may make amendments in them. 

The treafurer ot the ftate is annually appointed by the legifiaturc. 

All other places under the government, civil and military, are filled 
by the governor; who appoints alio the fheriffs and coroner in each 
county, from two candidates prefented to him by the electors. 

The governor has the prerogative of granting pardon to convicts, or of 
mitigating their fentence. 

The ads of the legifiature muft receive hisfignature, to have the force 
of a law, which fignature is to be affixed to the a<ft within ten days of its 
being prefented to him; except in the cafe of his refufing his alien t, 
when his refufal is to be accompanied with a declaration of his motives. 
The motives of refufal are to be taken into confideration by the two 
houfes ; and if two-thirds of each perfift in palling the aft, the governor 
is to place his fignature to it, notwithftanding his objections. It thence¬ 
forth becomes law, and he is to provide for its execution. 

The judicature is divided into five tribunals; 1. the Supreme Court* 
competed of a chief-juftice and four other judges. This court holds its 
fittings at Philadelphia, in January, April, and September; in the firft: 
of which months, the fittings laft for three weeks, and in the two others 
for fifteen days. 

2. The Courts of Oyer and Terminer, compofcd of one of the judges 
of the fupreme court, and judges of the diftriift, the county being di¬ 
vided into five diftriCts for the purpofes of this jurifdiClion. The judges 
make the circuit of the diftrift, and take cognizance of both civil and 
■criminal caufes. 

3 . The Court of Common Fleas, compofed of a prefident who is one 
•of the judges of the diftriCt, and juftices of the peace in the county. 
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Tliis court is held in the county, and takes cognizance only of civil' 
caufes. 

4. The Court of Quarter Seffions, compofed only of juftices of the 
peace, and held every three, months in the county. 

9. The Court of Errors and Appeal, compofed of a prefident who has 
no other function, and the judges, who are prefidents of the feveral 
courts of commoa pleas. This court is held every year at Philadelphia,^ 
beginning its fittings on the firit of July. 

The Supreme Court, and the. Courts of Circuit, have the powers of 
the Court of Chancery veiled in them.. 

The refpedtive judges are appointed by the governor, and cannot be 
ditplaced but by a fentence of the fenate, upon an accufation from the 
houfe of reprefentatives; or, where the accufation is not of a criminal 
nature, by the governor, on the requifition of two-thirds of each of the 
two houfes of the legiflature. 

The concluding chapter of the conftitution of Pennfylvania contains a. 
declaration of rights, eftablifhed on the purefl principles of civil and. re¬ 
ligious liberty. 

No teft is required from perfons holding public offices, except a decla¬ 
ration to uphold and defend the conftitution. No profeffion relative to. 
religion is demanded of them. The declaration is made upon oath, or 
iimple- affirmation, according to the pleafure of the perfon making it; 
and this feems a neceffary provifion in a ft ate in which Quakers are as. 
numerous as in that of Pennfylvania. 

Votes at an election arc given in writing ; and the judges who prefide>, 
before they receive a vote, arc to make an entry of the name and qualifi¬ 
cation of the voter, that the fame perfon may not vote twice, or vote, 
without the right of fuffrage. 

The tranquillity of Pennfylvania has been nndifturbed fince the efta- 
biifhment of this conftitution, except in the inftance of a partial infur- 
r.edtion in 1 79 4, of which I fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter. 

This ftate is Hefted with a high degree of profperity. Population in-.. 

creafes 
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creates in an aftonilhing progreflion. Commerce is more flouriftuiig than 
ion f P " fetCS; an ' J *”* 01 ' k « Peopling with 

tions from Europe, or from the other ftates of the Union. 

the laws in general 

In theeftablifhment of this colony, the common law of England an -1 

beit f *1 ftatUtC Ws ’ Werf natUra "l' ado P tcd 1 «*>t many of thefe not 
m fe found in any written code of Pennfvl vania I , 

indherimmateiy as the common ,aw “ '° * ^ 

h ,, '" n the "evolution took place, thefe laws ceafed to be obligatory 
by the connection with England being deftroyed R,„ „ ’ ■ 

«...h« n., 

noffcfs. I ' • \ CVCn by men oi oppol'ie fentiments in politics to 
P clearjudgment, and a profound knowledge in the laws. ' ’ 

THE CODE OF CIVIL LAWS, IN PARTICULAR. 

‘ ftan f P eak on Iy of the moll interefting of the end- „f • •, , 
imd m the fit ft place, of that which regulfte the prooert T T’ 
•lying mteftatc. This law, which was pallid ' V n 

oodmg laws on the fame fnbjeft, the laft of which wlsp'affid in^t^' 

T t 2 
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By the cuffing law, the widow of a perfon dying mteftate takes a 
third of all his perfonal property and an intereft for life m the tea eftate. 
The other two-thirds are divided equally among the lcg.t.mate ch.ldren, 
already born or pofthumous ; and after the death of the he 

third of the real eftate in which flic had a hfe-mtereft, is equally divided 


among; the children. , , c , 

When the perfon dying inteftate leaves no widow, the whole of the 

property is equally divided among the children. 

When a perfon dying inteftate leaves a widow without children, he 
widow takes half the perfonal property, and a hfe-mtereft in hal the 
real eftate; the remainder is divided among the neareft relations o tie 
deceafcd ; to whom alfo defeends, at the death of the widow, the half of 

the real eftate enjoyed by her during her life. 

This law determines the preference to be given to the degrees of re a- 
tionlhip ; and regulates the manner of valuing, felling, and dividing the 

property among the co-heirs. r r c , 

The abolifhed law of 1764, had given to the eldeft of the fons of the 
perfon dying iqteftate, afhare of the property equal to two of the other 

The common-law of England is followed m Pcnnfylvama, m the dif- 
pofition of the property of a woman dying inteftate; the who e ° t e 
perfonal property belongs to the hufband, and alfo the enjoyment of the 


real eftate during his life. _ ,. 

If there are children of the marriage, or their reprefentatives, t cy i- 

vide the property of the mother after the death of the father. 

The liberty of difpofing of property by will, without leaving any part 
to children, is entire in Pennfylvania, and is confidered as a fecunty or 
the good behaviour of children. It is very uncommon to find a parent 
making a bad ufe of this liberty; which appears, however, to be greater 
than a juft man would defire. It is not unufual for a parent to leai e 
eldeft fon a double portion of his property, but public opinion condemns 
every difpofition in which the eldeft fon is favoured beyond that propor 
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By a law palled in 178 O, no divorce can be adjudged but in the fol¬ 
lowing cafes ;— 1 . For inability in the hufband, or incapacity of the 
wife to bear children. 

2 . For a preceding marriage of one of the parties, the former wife or 
hufband being Hill alive, when the fecond marriage took place. 

3. For adultery, proved by one of the parties. 

4. For the voluntary abfence of either of the parties, without reafbn- 
able caufe, from the houfc of the married parties, during four fucceed- 
ing years. 

In each of thefc cafes the fupreme court has the power of pronouncing 
a fcntence of divorce. The forms of proceeding are preferibed by the 
law; and it is provided, that they cannot be reforted to, by any hufband 
or wife, except where the parties have refided one year at leaf! in the 
Hate. 

When a married perfon, on the report of the death of the hufband or 
wile, after an abfence of two years, marries again, fuch perfon is not to 
be judged guilty of adultery; but the hufband or wife who has been- 
thus reported dead, may, on his or her return, claim the diflblution of the 
marriage made during his or her abfence, and the restitution of the wife 
or hufband, provided the claim is made within a year after the return of 
fuch perfon. 

A hufband who confents to his wife’s adultery is not intitled to a di¬ 
vorce ; and where a divorce is obtained for adultery, the party convicted 
of the crime is not at liberty to marry with the perfon who was his or her 
partner in the guilt. 

The law grants a feparation, when the wife proves that Hie has been 
ill-treated by her hufband; and compels the hufband to afford a main¬ 
tenance to the. wife after the feparation, not exceeding the third of his • 
revenue; but every fentence of feparation is to be revifed by the high 
court of errors and appeals, if either of the parties chufes to appeal. 

By a law paflcd in 1780 , the children of Haves born after that period 
are declared free; but they arc liable to ferve the maflers of their parents 
till the age of twenty-eight. The fame law ordained the regiftering, in. 

the 
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the-public books of certain officers, the names of the (laves then refilling 
in the (late ; and fucli (laves as were not lb regiftered were declared to be 
free. It provided that all (laves fhould be tried by the fame tribunals, 
and with the fame forms, as other citizens of the (late ; but it prohibited 
the teflimony of a (lave againft a freeman. The proprietors of (laves were 
compelled by this law to provide for their fubfiftence, even in the cafe of 
their not being regiftered ; and the manner was preferibed for the reco¬ 
very of a (lave who had efcaped from his mafter. It was forbidden to 
engage any negro or mulatto above the age of twenty-one to be bound 
for any longer term than (even years. 

A law that was paffed in May 1 788 explained and amended the law 
of 1780. Every (lave brought into the State of Pennlylvania, either by 
an inhabitant of the Hate or any perfon coming to refide there, was de¬ 
clared free as foon as he entered on the territories of the (late. No per¬ 
fon could take with him, or fend away to another (late, a (lave engaged 
only for a term, without the confent of the (lave officially declared be¬ 
fore a juftice of the peace. A fine of one hundred and fixty dollars is to 
be paid for every offence againft this provifion of the law. The children 
of (laves born,after the firft of March 1 / 80 , who were fubject to fervi 
tude till the age of twenty-eight, were to be enregiftered in the books of 
the proper officers, in default of which they were declared free. 

The trading in negroes was prohibited, under the penalty of the con- 
fifeation of the veffel employed in or deftined to that traffic, and a fine of 
two thouland two hundred and fifty dollars. Every mafter of a (lave, 
whether during his life or for a term of years, was prohibited, under the 
penalty of one hundred and twelve dollars, to remove hufband and wife, 
or parents and their children, to the diftance of more than twelve 
miles from each other, without their previous confent. Where violence 
is ufed by the mafter, or perfecution or falfe pretences to effect the (epara- 
tion contrary to this law, the fine is doubled, and the offender to be 
imprifoned for fix or twelve months. The granting liberty to a (lave, 
whether he is (o for life or a term of years, requires no other formality 
than the fignature of the mafter declaring him to be free* 

The 
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The common law'of England is ftill in force in p n 
to the hiring ofdomcfties.tnd the takbg of appremiclf 
therefore engage theirehildren as apprentices and domeffiis uptTtL^ 
of twenty-one , and after that age voung people ™ ! P ^ 

-or themfdves ti,I they are twenty^., IlLfl ^ TZZ 

merely to. prevent abufes in theft engagements. Among the reft am- 
- declaration before jufticcs of the peace of the perfon engaged to h 
fervant or apprentice, that he. engages himfelf voluntarily ; \ "hibftion • 
e\ cry mafter to fend fervants or apprentices out of the ftatc • * and a f 
lmpoied upon all-pcrfons offending againft that claufc, or reining the 
peidons.fo engaged beyond the- term of the -contra*. 6 

fons T - aW 1° aUt t 0n{hS thC en S a S emcnt > for a limited period of p~ r 
fons arriving from Europe, who cannot otherwift chfchame the deb" 

they have contraded1 with the matters of veftels for their paftag 

the age of twentv-onr • -,nri v } exceeding their arrival- at 

of f ,e\ apP re„r:: d d ^ ^ ^ 

I.* r- 

aUe to , ct in their flaves. Having 

ie} engage them till the time when they ftiall attain the * U S ’ 

one, or twenty-eight- but the e r ! r the a S e of twenty- 

cy eignt, but the confent of the negro to tin's eftbbf- 

ceflary, without which they arc declared free. ‘ nw 

I here is no law in Pennfylvania, dircdly enaefted hv t-h i t, 

the ftate, relative to bankruptcies • on this f W a ' h ° C ® lflaturc of ' 

followed- That which iXm » 

W.th the inconveniences which fuch laws feldom avoid " 
mfolvent perfons, imprifoned-for debt fliall he dir ■ ' , p,0>ldcs ti!at 

forthet purfuit, on a deCatation made ^ t^f ^fa ^ 
property and ,he relinquifhment ofit to their errfi^ “h d f 
afterwards acquires other property, he may be agamted t wl 

the debtor, being once enlarged, may fccrcte his new acquit 

fronx-i 
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, • J-. ,, that he may be diihoneft in his declaration concern- 

from h.s creditor, ^ be fclt , that it is let's difficult to mife 

mg his property, butut w than toTubftitute one that 

0 bje n° nS *a *eho^ and u-ifortunatc debtor, while it fecured the 

r,:xf r— t,« 

provifion for this laft-mentioned objeft neceffa.J, and g . 

engaged in frarning a law for atK& for debt, and to 

leave'ffi the money-lender and the merchant tl.ett& 

* * - 

rity, and thrown out. c f nine months, which is 

Chicane will find means to pro o g ^ Q f a debt; and 

the term confumed by the regular loims . - a 

it is not unufual to fee it thus employed m Pen y • 

By a law of Pennfylvania, cogmzance - given to uftro^o 

„f all adlions for debt not exceeding gfty-three £ . 

a- " f 5* 1 “c 

tions for debt, and m which the .pai defendant, 

ing it; but an appeal to the fuperior tribunals^ giv en to tt i ^ 

This law met with much oppolition e ore n pa ’ experience has 
lawyers who imagined it would of „ 

fliewn the wiidom ot the pro\ lllon ‘ . d t h e expences 

perior tribunals with the aid ot advocates. 

the criminal laws.— prisons. 

It is on the lubjedl of criminal laws that philosophy has 
noble and ufefu. influence in Penn^ama i 

vernment may juftly fcrve for a mode _ • art G f what I 

I cannot proceed with this fubjed ^ lt K, ^ rC ^ Q ; Prifons. of 
have find in another work, publiffied with this t.tle-0» 









B3BB 




wmtm 




BY THE DUKE DE LA EOCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 


337 


Philadelphia ; to which I will refer fuch of my readers as require a mom 
particular detail on this interefting fubjeft. 

Since the year 1793 , no crime but wilful murder is punifhed with 
death. Other crimes are punifired with imprifonment, for more or lefs 
time, and with circumftances of greater or lefs feverity, according to the 
nature of the offence ; the Governor in all cafes having the prerogative to 
mitigate the pumfhment; for although it has appeared to the wife legifla- 
tors of this ftate, that the certainty with which punifhment follows 
crimes will greatly diminifh them, the hope of obtaining pardon by fub- 
fequent good conduct has no lefs appeared to them a motive of fubflan- 
tial reform in criminals. They very properly thought that all punifliment 
fliould have the amendment of the offender for its objedl, and ought even 
to furmfli him with the means of reform ; and this valuable maxim is the 
bafis of the policy of the prifons in Philadelphia. 

The adminiftrators of the prifons have added this truly wife principle , 
that the imprifonment of a criminal being a reparation to fociety, it ought 
as little as poflible to be a burden on its finances. 

They have propofod, therefore, the following objeds in their re™- 
Jations: b 

iff. Tnat the economy of the prifons fhould, as much as poflible, tend 
to detach the pnfoners from their former habits, and lead them to reflec¬ 
tions on their condition, and confequently to amendment. 

‘ ,, 2d ' rhat a11 arbltrar 7 proceedings, and cruelty, and injuffice in the 
jailors, fhould be carefully excluded, fmee they difpofe the. mind of the 

prifoner to malice and revenge, inftead of begetting fentiments of con¬ 
trition. 

3 d That the prifoner (hould be coaftantly employed in feme profit- 

able labour, to wean him from habits of idlenefs, to defray the expences 

° f the pnfon > and to provide fome refource for the time when he returns 
again to fociety. 

The convi&s in the prifons are divided into two clafles; the firfi: are 
fuch as are convifted of crimes formerly punifhed with death, and their 
fentence always includes fo lit ary confinement for part of the time of their 
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imprisonment. The quantity of Solitary confinement is at the r difcret.on 
of the judge, within thefe bounds—that it Shall not exceca halt ot t le 
time of the imprisonment, nor be leSs than the twelfth part, x he other 
clafs of convicts are Such as are Sentenced for inferior offences; and who 
are not consequently condemned to folitary confinement. 

The cells for folitary confinement are eight feet by fix and nine m 
height They are always on >he firft or Second floor of the pnfon, are 
vaulted, and detached from the reft of the building. They are wanned 
by a ftove which (lands in the corridor lacing the cells. The convi , 
Shut in by two doors of iron and grated, receives the benefit of the fire 
without being able to convert it to mifchevious purpofes. The cell is 
lighted by the doors leading to the corridor, and more immediate y y 
a window. It has a watcr-clofet, through which frefh water can be al¬ 
ways turned at the pleafure of the prifoner. No precaution for cleanlmefs 
or health is forgotten. The cells, as well as every part of the pnfon, is 
white-wafhed twice a year. The prifoner fleeps on a mattrafs, and is 

well furnilhed with covering. . 

Thus delivered over to folitude, and the bittene s o re e 10 
morfe, the convia has no communication with human beings; excep 
that once a day the turnkey brings him a coarfe pudding made ot Indian 

It is not till after the convia has paffed fome time in this feclufion from 
fociety that he obtains permiffion to read, or to be furnilhed w ith uc. 
employment as his ftrid confinement will admit of. 

The convift never quits his cell during the term for which he is con¬ 
demned to folitary confinement, not even to walk in the corridor, excep 

in the cafe of ficknefs. ( , 

It is left to the infpeaors of the prifons to fay m what part o 

whole term of the imprifonment the time ot the folitary con nemen 

{hall take place ; provided the prifoner adually fullers the quantity ® 

folitary confinement named in the fentence. It is ufually inflided when 

the convid enters the prifon; becaufe the fevereft part of the fentence 

oufht in iuftice, as quickly as poffible, to follow the crime ; bccau etc 
o j * rigour 
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rigour of this feclulion would be unjuttly increafed if the prifoner had 
already enjoyed the common liberty of the prifon; became the feelufion 
from fociety is defigned to lead the prifoner to refleftion on the crimes 
whole pumlhment falls fo heavily on him; and, becaufe the fudden 
and abfolute change of food affefls the temperament of the prifoner and 
inclines him to the difpofition that precedes repentance. 

The infpedors of the prifons place great confidence in the abdinence 
they impole on the convid condemned to folitary confinement; regard¬ 
ing it as the lured means of his amendment, by the change it effeds in 
his ideas and temper. This notion feems to have influenced the foun¬ 
ders of fuch religions as enjoin fads and abdinencc; and he who refleds 
on the po wer of our organs over the qualities of our mind will not fail to 

thed^ dem mfpe<5t ° rS ° f the P rifons in Philadelphia for the fagacity of 

A convid who is not fentenced to folitary confinement is, on his en- 
rance into the prifon, put into a common room with others. His clothes 
are taken ofl, and in fome cafes burnt; and a drefs common to all the 
pn oners given to him. He is indruded in the regulations of the prifon, 
and examined refpeding the fpecies of labour he is capable ofpurfuing. 

he civil officer who conduds the convid to prifon, delivers to the 
infpedors a paper containing an account of his offence; the circum- 
dances by which lt is heightened or extenuated; the fads that'appeared 
on his trial; the enmes of which he has in any former time been ac- 
cufed, in a word, the entire charader and hidory of the man as far as it 
can be gathered. The document is tranfmitted by the court that pro¬ 
nounced the fentence ; and enables the infpedors to form an opinion 

of the prifoner, and to condud themfelves toward him as the cafe re- 
quires. 

The labour allotted to prifoners is proportioned to their drength, and 
proficiency in the employment. In the prifons there are looms ; car¬ 
penters benches; and (hops fitted up for ffioe-makers and taylors. Con- 
VK s tiat cannot avail themfelves of any of thefe, are employed in faw- 
ing, or pohIhing marble; preparing the cedar for pencils; grinding plaider 
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of Paris; combing wool; or beating hemp. The mfpeftors have lately 
added a manufacture of nails, which employs a great many hands, and 
produces a large profit to the prifon. Convicts that are unable to endure 
hard labour, and are little expert at any thing, are employed in forting 
wool, horfe-hair, and flax. 

The bargain for the labour of the prifoners is made between the jailor 
and the tradefmen of the city, in the prefence of the convict. Out of 
his earnings, the convict pays for his board, his portion ot the common 
expenccs of the houfe, and the ufe and wear of his tools ; the rate ot pay¬ 
ment for thefe things, being neceflarily governed by circumflances, is 
fixed by the infpectors four times in every year; it is at prefent fifteen 
pence per day, and an old man, who can do nothing but pick hemp, is 
able to gain one and twenty or two and twenty pence per day. There 
are convicts who earn more than a dollar per day. 

Befides the money which the convict pays to the prifon from his earn¬ 
ings, the law compells him to reimburfe the ftate the expences of his 
trial, and to pay a fine which is always part of the fentenee. I he fine 
includes a fum to be paid into the treafury of the ftate ; and m cafe ot 
theft, a fum fufftcient to pay for the ftolen property. The money to be 
paid into the treafury is frequenly remitted, but never the expences ot 
the trial, nor the reftitution of the ftolen property. The county ad¬ 
vances the money for the expences of the trial; and is repaid from the 
labour of the convicft, if his family or friends do not pay it for him. 

The women are employed in fpinning, fewing, combing wool, and 
wafhing for the prifon. They pay feven-pence per day for their board; 
and they can earn more than that if they are induftrious. As their 
labour is not fo hard as that of the men their food is lefs expenfive. 

The jailor does not here, as is too frequently the practice in other 
places, levy contributions on misfortune and mifery. Nothing is de¬ 
manded on the prifoncr’s entrance into prifon, or on his quitting it; 
nothing for particular indulgences to the individual. 

The fmallnefs of the filary of certain fituations in Europe feems to 
authorife thofe who fill them in the exa&ions by which they increafe their 
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i evenue; and it is difficult for perfons of higher rank, whofe office it is 
to fuperintend their condud, to make rigid enquiries where they know 
the fubaltern has not the falary to provide the neceflaries of life. 

The rapacious exadions to which I allude, are exercifed by perfons of 
the vileft condition in fociety; and they are often levied as an indemnity 
for the contempt and hatred which thofe perfons encounter. 

But here, where no prifoner is ever put in irons; where blows and 
and even ill language is ftridly forbidden to all perfons who approach 
them ; where the whole economy of the prifon tends to make it a fcene 
of reform ; the office of jailor never wounds the delicay of the moft ho¬ 
nourable charaders. The falaries are very fufficient, even of the under 
jailors ; the daily vifits of the infpedors are a complete check upon the 
jailors, and not only excludes all exadion, but produces conftant evidence 
that none can exifl in the prifons. 

E\ery prifoner has a fmall book in wdiich are entered the bargains 
made in his prefence for his labour, and the amount of the produce; and 
agamft this, his debts for the expences of his trial, the fine to which he 
is condemned, the fum to be paid for the ufe and deftrudion of his tools, 
his clothes, and his board; and the account is audited and paffed every 
three months in the prefence of the infpedors. A copy of the account 
is entered in a general regifter; and is alfo paffed every three months. 

The produce of the labour is paid into the treafury of the county, 
which thus becomes the banker of the prifoner, to prevent the fufpicions 
that would arife if the jailor held the money in his hands. The jailor, in 
fad, is no more than the agent between the convid and his employer ; 
and the price of labour in the prifon is the fame as out of doors ; and the 
infpedors take care that no fraud is pradifed upon the convids. 

The jailor purchafes the provifions in the prefence of the infpedors. 

A certain quantity is allowed to each prifoner, and is weighed out before 
the cook, who is himfelf a convid, and is paid by his fellow prifoners for 
his labour. 

To thefe precautions of inceffant infpedion, and of the ample falary 
of the jailors, which removes the temptation to fraud on their part, is 

joined 
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joined the powerful controul of public opinion. The humanity and in¬ 
flexible probity of the infpeflors is fo mamfeft, ' then def.re of the wel¬ 
fare of the convids is fo unequivocal, and their care that no mjuft.ee 
done them fo conftant, that to rob them would appear in the public eje 
a more deteftable crime than any other fpec.es of robbery 

The rooms in which the prifoners fleep are on the (irft «oor eiu 
room contains ten or twelve bedfteads, furnifhed with mattraffes fl.ee s 
and a fufficiency of covering; and every pnioner has a bed to himfelf. 
loach room is well aired and well lighted. The prifoners quit their chain- 
bers at day-break, and do not return till the hour of going to bed. I hey 
are then flint up without light. When the weather is f^vere, a little tire 
is allowed them ; the whole of the building being vaulted, there is no 
danger of their burning it down ; and if they Ihould be tempted to fet 
fire to their beds, they would do no more than fubjedt themfelves to 
perifh, and if they efcaped would be obliged to pay for the mdcluel 


Every morning, before the convi&s go to work, they are obliged to 
walb their hands and face. In fummer they bathe twice a month, in a 
bath made for that ufe in the middle of the court. They are regu ar y 
fhaved twice a week ; and the barber, who is alfo a convidt, is paid out 
of the fifteen pence per day deduced out of each pnfoner s labour. 1 heir 
linen is changed twice a week. 

All heavy work is done in the courts ; and light trades are followed in 
rooms on the fame floor with their chambers, but in a feperate part of 
the building. They are not fhut in while they work ; but each is under 
the fuperintendance of the reft. There are feldom more than five or 
fix in one of thefe lhops. 

The under jailors, of whom there are four to each prifon, are obliged 
to be continually in the courts, chambers, or corridors; in fine, among 

the prifoners. .. 

All converfation is prohited the prifoners, beyond what necefian y 
arifes in the purfuit of their occupations. They are forbidden to reproach 
each other with their crimes, or even to fpeak of the caufe of their im- 
prifonment. The fame filence is impofed upon them at table. Their 

r breakfaft 


343 


B\ 1 IIE DIKE DE LA RQCHEFOUCAULT LTANCOURT. 

breakiaft and fupper is a pudding of flour made from Indian corn, with 
which they eat treacle. At dinner, each is ferved with half a pound of 
meat, half a pound of bread, and vegetables. Their drink is always 
water. Never, on any pretence, are they permitted to tafte fermented 
liquors, not even fmall beer. All fuch liquors are prohibited; and the 
prohibition is religioufly obferved. The excitement produced by fer- 
, mcnted liquors is momentary, and deceitful; and as it would heat the 
juices oi the convift, would confequently interfere with the fyftem of 
temperance through which it is intended to effcft a change in his dif- 
pofition. The healthy vigour which is neceffary for him, will be de¬ 
rived from the fubftantial but moderate food that is given, him. Peals of' 
laughter, fongs, and fliouts, are prohibited; not only as they would be 
inconvenient and difagreeable in the prifon, but becaufe they difturb the 

tranquillity which is to be cultivated and encreafed in the prifoner’s tern- 
per. 

When a convift violates a regulation of the prifon, he is admonifhed 
for the firft offence by the infpeftor, the jailor, or the under jailor. If 
he repeats his offence, he is font into folitary confinement. This is a 
punifhment which the jailor may himfolf inflift; but in every fuch cafe 
he is obliged inftantly to fond an account of it to the infpeftor. 

When a convift is idle, and will not work, he is font into folitary con¬ 
finement ; and this punifhment is the greater, becaufe he mull redeem 
the time he has loft when he returns to labour, as the expences of the 

houfo are charged againft him even for the time of his folitary confine¬ 
ment. 

The four under jailors are all the night on duty; two of whom are in 
the room let apart for the infpeftors, and the other two walk continually 
in the corridors. W hen there is any extraordinary noifo, they waken the 
jailor, with whom they proceed to the chamber whence the noifo comes, 
a..d comluft the offenders to the folitary cells. Such cafos are very rare. 

It perhaps does not happen four times a year that a prifoner is punifhed ; 

and no o<-hc. punifhment is inflifted in the prifon but folitary confine¬ 
ment. 


The 
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The jailors and under-jailors are not permitted to have either arms or 
dogs. They are even forbidden to carry a fmall flick, leaft m a moment 
of aiwer they lliould ftrike a prifoner, and the tranquillity lo much culti¬ 
vated! and from which fo much is cxpcded, be diflurbed. An under 
jailor who is found drunk, or who treats a prifoner a fecond time with 

unprovoked rigour, is immediately dilcharged. 

The infpedors take occafion to converfe with tlic pnfoners ; they en¬ 
deavour to become acquainted with them ; they give them advice and 
coniolation, and labour to reconcile them to their own confciences. 
Thefe converfations are not too frequent, left they fliould produce the 
lefs effect. The appearance of the prifoners is generally calm and fenous; 
it has nothing of that hard infolence, or the malignant fcowl, or the 
mean fervility, that we find in the prifoners of Europe. A prifoner here 
is at once referred and refpedful. 

The female convids are in a wing feparated from the dwelling of the 
men. They are differed to mingle with women that are pnfoners for 
debt—an indulgence that is never granted the men. It is fuppofed that 
the example of women of a better order will tend to coned the manners 
of the depraved ; and this is true; for in that fex modefty and an honeft 
fhame have always an influence which men, when they are once per¬ 
verted, do not feel. 

Walking is the only labour carried on in the court belonging to t le 
women, of which they otherwife make ufe at their pleafurc. The num- 
ber of female convids feldom exceeds five or fix. Silence is lefs rigimy 
exaded from them; and they are not fo ftridly guarded as the men. 
One of them cooks for the reft; and they wait on each other m ficknefs; 
but ficknefs is rare among them. 

The new economy introduced into the prifons has made a material 
change relative to difeafes. Formerly there were from two hundred and 
fSy to three hundred and twenty patients, afflided with the itch, m 
one quarter; and in the fame interval, under the new fyftem, they o 
not amount to forty. This aftonifliing difference is folely to be attribut¬ 
ed to the change of economy. Former!} the licence that reigned in the 
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prisons was the conftant occafion of filthinefs, drunkennefs, quarrels, and 
difgufting difeafes. At prefent there are no patients in the prifons, but 
fome afflicted with the rheumatifm, or the effeCt of accidents. In the 
four lad: years, only two prifoners have died, and they died of the finali- 
pox. 

It the disorder is not contagious, the patient is attended in his cham¬ 
ber; but if contagion is apprehended, he is put in a room by himfelf. 

Every Sunday morning the prifoners attend a fermon, preached by a 
minifter, whole zeal leads him to the prifou ; nor is it inquired to what 
le<5l he belongs. Liberty of confcience is as unrdlriCted in the prifons 
as it is throughout Pennfylvania. Yet as the inhabitants of the Hate are 
almoft all of them Chriftians, a chapter is read to the prifoners from the 
Bible. The fermons in general turn more on morality than doCtrina! 
points, and are applicable to the iituation of the convicts,. All the prifon¬ 
ers, of every kind and both foxes, attend the fervice, excepting thofe who 
are condemned to foiitary confinement. In the evening there is another 
fermon ; and pious books are given to thofe who requeft it. 

The fuperintendance-of the adminiftration of the prifon is committed 
to twelve infpeCtors. Six of thefe are replaced by a new election every 
fix months, and the election is made by the infpeCtors themfelves. The 
elections are thus frequent, that the duty, which is very painful in its 
nature, may not fall too heavily on individuals. But an infpeCfor may 
be continued in office beyond his term, with his own confent. 

The infpeCtors meet every week ; and two of them, who have :he ad¬ 
ditional title of v'lfitors, are obliged at lead; to make two vifits ii eight 
days to the prifons. There is fcarcely a day paflcs in which they do not 
make their vifit; and frequently fome who are not on that duty do the 
fame. The infpeCtors are for the mod: part Quakers; and it is net to be 
forgotten, that it is to the focicty of Quakers that the public is indebted 
for the edablifhment, protection, and fucccfs of the new fydem. 

To one of thefe people, whole name is Caleb LoWnes, is to be 
given the larged: fhare of the honour of this great reform. The opinions 
of Beccaria and Howard eafily took root in his humane heart. It 
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was he who animated his brethren with zeal for the enlightened lyfterii 
of theft great men it was he who exhorted a change in the pnlons- 
who propofed to fubftitute humanity, joined to firmnefs, for fetters and 
ftripes—who fuffered himfelf to be treated as a wild vifionary, without, 
being turned afide from his purfuit, perfectly confiding in the fuccefs of 
his labour. It was he whole unwearied zeal gained over to his caufe 
whoever was neceffary to its protection; who obtained from the legifla- 
ture thofe laws, I will not only lay that humanity claimed, but that juf- 
tice and an enlarged policy dejnanded. In a word 7 it is he who conftnts 
at every ele&ion to be an infpeCtor, and is indeed the principal agent of 
that great work of realon and humanity. May God fhower his bleffings 
on the head of this beneiaCtor of the human race I 

The judges at firft oppofed this reform ; except one among them, who, 
younger than the reft, and defpairing lefs of the human character, em¬ 
braced the reform with ardour. He afl'oeiated himfelx to the labours of 
Caleb Lownes, aiding him with the advice ©f a man verfed injurifpru- 
dence; and, having lhared the difficulties, he deferved to fhare in the 
glories of the undertaking. The name of this judge was William 
Bradford. He was at that time the attorney-general of Pennlylva- 
nia, and was afterwards the attorney-general of the United States. He 
died lately, honoured with the univerfal efteem and love of his fellow- 
citizens. 

This is an homage which I render the more readily to his memory, as 
it includes no cenfure on the other judges. While they withheld their 
fanCtion from the reform, they were influenced by doubts of its efficacy; 
and they were prompt -in aiding the plan when they were convinced ot 
their miftake; nor veere they to be deterred by the opinion they had pre- 
vioufly given;—a conduCt that will not be thought little of, by thofe who 
have had occafion to contemplate the operations of felf-love. 

The prifbns, under the new regulations, are fubjeCt to the fuperin- 
tendance qf the mayor of Philadelphia, and judges appointed for thatpur- 
poft. They form a committee, whofe duty it is to vifit the prifons once 

in every quarter. The fame duty is impofed upon the governor of the 
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ftate of Pennfylvama, the judges of the feveral fuperior courts, and the 
grand juries. 

Thefe numerous vifits are ordained by the legislature, to enfure the 
fuccefs of this humane plan, by watching over the interior economy of 
the prifons, if it were even poffible for the zeal of the infpedors to relax. 
They have proved, however, a recompence for the trouble they have oc- 
cafioned; they demonstrated the value of the new fyftem ; and induced 
the friends of humanity to overcome the obflacles, that in every country 

are thrown in the way of men who devote themfelves to the overthrow ¬ 
ing of abufes. 


The infpedors have the right to prefent petitions to the governor, for 
the pardon of criminals; which they never fail to ufe, when they are 
convinced of the amendment of the convid, and of'his having acquired 

a capital by his labour, or of having means of fubfiftence amonv his 
friends. ° 


Thc^ governor of Pennfylvania never refufes a pardon, on the petition 
of the infpedors; even a murderer may hope to obtain it, although, in 
that cafe, it is never granted, unlefs the petition is Signed by the relations 
and friends of the perfon murdered. The infpedors feldom prefent peti¬ 
tions in behalf of convids of that clafs ; they even ufe their prerogative 
with moderation for all others; but every prifoner knows that it may be 
employed for him, and his heart, warmed by hope, feels an intereft in 
his becoming a better man. Who that is without hope, and without 
fun, was ever happily influenced in his conduct ? 

When prifoners are difeharged, they receive the amount of the favings 
of their labour in money, if the infpedors arc perfuaded that they will 
make a good ufe of it, or in clothes, when the infpedors have not that 
confidence. Sometimes convids difpofe of the favings of their labour, 
Avhile they are ftill in prifon, in the maintaining their families. Such is 
the admirable effeds of the new fyftem, that of a hundred convids dif¬ 
eharged, either in confequence of pardons, or at the expiration of the 
term of their fentence, there are not two committed for new crimes; 
under the ancient fyftem, the prifons were filled wdth old and known of- 
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fenders, -who, like the criminals in Europe, left their prifons every time 
with newly acquired vices, and availed themfelvcs of their liberty only t* 
commit new depredations, and were again led back to pnfon, till they 

terminated their wretched lives on the fcaffold. ^ 

I will hers give a table of the number and clafles of convi&s for the 

four laft years of the ancient fyftem, and the four firft of the new. 

It would be a very defireable thing to add a table of the crimes com¬ 
mitted, and the fentences paffed, in the four years immediately preceding 
the amelioration of the penal code; but the regilters of the pnions were 
carried off by the perfon who at that time had the cuftody of them. 

It was not till the year 1700, that the law was paffed that gave the 
new fyftem to the prifons j and it was not till 1791, that it was put in 

execution. 
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SUMMARY OF THE TABLE. 


Crimes and Ou nces. 

tinder the 
Ancient Syftem. 

Under the 
New Svftem. 

j Crimes and defences. 

Under the 
Ancient Syftem. 

Unaer the 
New Syftem. 

Murder .. 

O 


Brought forward 

j Receiving Cift Degree. 
,ftolen Goods. \ 2d Degree. 
Horfe Stealing. 

5 2 7 

l r 

205 

Man Slaughter.. 

y 


20 

c 

1 

Highway Robbery . . . . 

39 

77 

374 

5 

5 

n 

O 

10 

5 

27 

Burglary .. 

y 

Fradulent Pra£lices . . . . 

! K1 ora m v 


•*/ 

Theft... 

I O 

163 

IO 

3 

•* 

3 

Forgery. 

Affault . .. 

I 

6 


Coining . 

6 

Concealing Prifoners . . . 
Disorderly Houfes . . . . . 



Petty Larceny. 

4 

4 
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10 
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. 

J 2 7 

205 

Total . . 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE FOREGOING TABLE. 

1. In the four fir ft of the eight years named in the table, criminals 
were committed to the prifons of Philadelphia, only from the county 
and city of Philadelphia; in the four laft years, criminals were fent from 
every part of Pennfylvania to the prifons of Philadelphia. 

2. Of the three hundred and twenty-one convicts that were foreigners 
and white men in the firft period of four years, one hundred and thirty- 
one were Irilh, and eighty-four Englilh or Scotch. In the laft period of 
four years, of one hundred and thirty-five-convibts that were white men, 
ninety-two were Irifh, and nineteen Englilh or Scotch. The Irilh, 
therefore, in both periods, were more than two-thirds of the foreigners, 
and nearly the half of the whole number of prifoners; and part of the 
prifoners concealing the name of their country, it is reafonable to fuppofe 
there were more Irifh than were entered as fuch in the regifter. 

3. In the firft period of four years, feventy-three criminals were con¬ 
victed of new crimes, after having been dilchargcd, and f'ome of thefe 
even for the fifth and fixth time; while five only, belonging to the 
laft period of four years, were convkfted of new crimes after being dif- 
charged. 

4. Under both the old and the new fy&efh, crimes have been multi¬ 
plied in Philadelphia and its environs, in a proportion greatly exceeding 
that of all theTcft of the ftate of Pennfylvaftia. 

In the four years, therefore, of the new fyftem, more them two hun¬ 
dred have been reftored as ufefnl perf'ons to fociety, who, under the old 
fyftem, and under a penal code of law's refembling that of almoft every 
ftate of Europe, were deftined cither to be the fcourge of their fellow 
■ creatures, or to be kept fecluded from them, or to be delivered over to 
violent deaths. 

Criminals were not only rendered more ufeful, but were in reality more 
feverely punifhed. The greater part of them w'ould have readily, in the 
firft inftance, preferred death to folitary confinement; and all were in¬ 
finitely more fatisfied with the diforder and \ ice of the old prifons, than 

with 
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with the humane and juft, but uniform and fteady adminiftration of the 
new. It is in iefpite of themfelves that they are reftored to fociety; but 
how much reafon have they and their families to be grateful to the legif- 
lature that has fnatched them from their miferics ? I refer fuch of my 
readers as would know more of this interefting fubjeft to my former 
work, from which I have been able at prefcnt to give a very incompetent 

LAWS RELATIVE TO THE POLICE. 

The laft law relative to the regulation of the poor was parted in-the year 
1771 . It appoints overfeers of the poor, both in Philadelphia and other 
cities of the ftats. It ordains the levying of taxes for their provifion • re¬ 
commends the eftablifhment ofhoufes of induftryand regulates’ the 
manner of removing poor families who become burthenfome, and have 
not acquired the right of being relieved in the city where they reftde.- 
The right of being relieved is acquired by a year’s residence ; and pay¬ 
ment, during that time, of the poor rates.- Domeftics and apprentices 
acquire the right fimply by a year’s refidence. All perfons who have 
not acquired the right, and are declared By the overfeers of the poor to 
be in danger of becoming chargeable to- the city, are conveyed to the 
place of their birth ; the overfeers of the poor of which place are to reim- 
burfe the city that has thus conveyed them the expences of the journey. 
Every father or mother, grandfather or grandmother, or child, of poor 
perfons not able ro gain their liveliehood, is obliged to provide for them 
if they have the means, on the penalty of five dollars and a half for every 
month that they uegled this facred duty. An appeal is allowed to the 
court of juftices cf the peace, from the fentence of the overfeer of the 
poor, who, in the firft inftance, decides in fuch cafes. 

A law of Perinfylvania, patted in 1780, gave every foreigner, although 
not a refident in America, the right of acquiring and potteffmg every fpe- 
cies of property, as if he were a member of the ftate. This law, which 
was to be in force only for two years, was renewed at the end of that pe¬ 
riod, and no doubt will continue to be renewed till it is declared perma¬ 
nent. 
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nent . This law deforces to be placed among the moft enlightened and 
politic of the Hate of Pennfylvania, and will, no doubt, induce oteign- 
ers to fettle in that fine country, in preference to every etKr. 

The laws relative to the Indian natives, that were paffed by e a em- 
blies of Pennfylvania, were charafterifed by the forefight and equity 
which governed William Penn in all his tranfaftions with thofe people; 
but by the federal conftitution, the congrefs only can pafs laws relative 
to the commerce of thefeyeral ftates with foreign nations, m which de- 
feription the Indians are comprifed. Pennfylvania, therefore, fince .t 

was independent, has no particular law on that fubjeft. 

Liberty of conference is more compleat in Pennfylvania than in any of 
the other Hates. It was fo in the b,rth.of the colony , yet, by a law ot 
.,705, the inhabitants were compelled to prolefs a belief in Jefus thrift, 
in the Holy Ghoft, and the Scriptures, This profeffion was necef% to 
place an inhabitant of the Hate out of the reach of perfccution. The 
conftitution adopted at the beginning of the .revolution gave wider 
limits to liberty of confcienceyand finally, the conftitution made in 1790 
declares, “ that every man lias a .natural right, of which he cannot e 
iuftly deprived, to worfliip God according to the d,ftates of his own con- 
fcicncc; that no man can juftly be compelled to obftrve any form ot 
worfhip.-or to incur any expcncc for public worihip ; that no human 
authority can, on any pretence, force the confc.enccs of men; and tha 
no preference can be given by law to any particular form of worflup. 
adds, “.that .every man, acknowledging the exiftcnce ot God, and a 
future ftatc of rewards and punifhments, .may hold any office m the re- 

public of Pennfylvania.” 

In fa a, there is no ft ate in the Union in which religion ana its mmi- 
fters have lefs influence than in this ftatc.; its minifters here, as every 
where elfe, are willing- enough to-erccft themfelves into a body, and to 
influence the public opinion, but the number that favour their preten ion 

is fo fmall, that it can fcarcely be faid to exift. 

The laws that.enjoin the obfervation of Sunday, are more regar e 
Pennfylvania than in any of the northern ftates, becaufe they are more 
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reafonable and moderate. They prohibit merely the felling of goods in 
an open fhop, or in the markets ; following the chace ; or attending any 
public diverfxon. I he law which prohibits games of hazard, and the 
fighting of game-cocks, are punctually obeyed, becaufe it is agreeable to 
the manners and tafie of the people; but that which impofes a penalty 
of three quarters of a dollar for drunkennefs is far from being fo ftrictly 
obferved. 

LAWS RELATIVE TO THE MILITARY. 

The law regulating the militia was paffed in 1793 . Every male, from 
the age of eighteen to that of forty-five, is in fa# a foldier of the Rate. 
The captain of the company in the diftrid enrolls every young man who 
attains the age of eighteen : a notice, which is ferved upon him by afub- 
al tern of the company, is the only form required to enter him in the mi¬ 
litia, in which he remains till he is five and forty. The profeffions 
which exempt males from this fervice are nearly the fame as thofe that 
give the fame exemption in the other Rates. White men who are do- 
meRics hired for a term, and apprentices, are exempt during the term 
of their engagement, except in the cafe of an a&ual invafion. The mi¬ 
litia is compofed of divifions, brigades, regiments, battalions, and com¬ 
panies. 1 he brigades are formed of regiments, and never exceed eight, 
nor are lefs than two; regiments are compofed of two battalions; and 
each battalion of four companies, which, according to the population of 
the canton, may be compofed of any number, from forty to eighty men. 
Every battalion has a company of grenadiers, and another of rifle-men. 
A company of artillery, and a body of cavalry are attached to every divi- 
flon. A divifion comprifes the militia of two or three counties, accord¬ 
ing to tneir population; and each county forms one brigade or more, 
as it is more or lefs populous. A divifion is commanded by a major- 
general; a brigade, by a brigadier-general; a regiment, by a lieutenant- 
colonel ; a battalion, by a major; and a company, by a captain, lieute¬ 
nant, and enflgn. Befide the Raff-officers of the regiments, a brigadier- 
genenil infpe<As the divifions. T he general officers are appointed by the 

Yy governor; 
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governor; the lieutenant-colonels appoint their own majors; they are 
themfelves, as well as the captains, lieutenants, and enfigns, chofen by 
the foldiers, and non-commifiioned officers of the regiment, battalion, or 
company, in which the vacancy happens. The commiffion of Jie officers 
is only for feven years. Every man enrolled in the militia, officer or 
private, trooper or foot-foldier, muft provide himfelf with arms and 
‘equipage, under the penalty of a fine. When the commanding officer 

of a regiment declares a man not to be in a condition to comply with 

this requifition, he is fupplied with arms by the ftate. The militia af- 
fembles twice in the year, either by companies or regiments. 

The other articles of this voluminous law regulate the manner in 
which the fervice of the militia is to be performed; its pay, when em¬ 
ployed by the ftate or the union, which pay is fix dollars per month for 
each foldier. They determine the fines for every fpecies of offence; the 
manner in which courts martial are to be compofed and fummoned. They 
apportion relief to every officer and foldier wounded in the fervice, and 
to the widows and children of the flain. When the militia is employed 
in the fervice of the union, it is fubjed to the laws of the Congrefs; but 
offences committed by individuals are taken cognifance of by courts mar¬ 
tial compofed of its own body. 

The ftate of Pennfylvania includes twenty-three counties, and the mili¬ 
tia is computed at a hundred or a hundred and ten thoufand men. 

LAWS RELATIVE TO THE ADMINISTRATION. 

Although the interior navigation of the State of Pennfylvania has not 
made fuch progrefs as that of New York, it is not for want of wifdom 
and forefight in the government. A law of 17 7 8 declares the rivers Sui- 
quehannah and Delaware, and all the rivers and creeks falling into them, 
to be public and free navigations, and places them under the guar lan 
fhip and protedion of the government. It prohibits the creating any 
new obftacle to navigation, and enjoins the removal of all old ones. T e- 
fame regulations were made fucceffively for the rivers Monongahela and 
Youghiogany, and all others in the State of Pennfylvania. Commiflioners 
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%vere appointed to enquire and make reports concerning the means of re¬ 
moving all obftruftions to the interior navigation, and to make commu¬ 
nication by canals between the great rivers or lakes. The feveral com¬ 
panies who undertook to facilitate the navigation on the rivers, or to cut 
canals, were raifed into corporations, and aided either by premiums from 
the Irate, or by an authority to eftablifh tolls on the navigations or canals 
they formed; iometimes the ftate even gave them permiftion to raile 
money by lottery. In many of thefe undertakings the turns granted by 
the legiflature were expended with utility to the ftate, by compleating 
the work. In others, they were mifertiployed ; fchemes being adopted 
without a fufficient examination of their obftacles. But the legiflature 
caufes an annual return to be made to them of the condition and pro- 
grefs of thefe works; and it is not to be doubted that in a few years the 
interior navigation of Pennfylvania will be carried to the higheft degree 
of perfection. We may reafonably expert to fee Lake Erie and "the 
River Ohio communicate with the Sufquehannah and the Delaware. 
Ihe number ot land-carriages that would ftill, from invincible obftacles 
to navigation, in fome parts be neceffary would in fart be few, and their 
length greatly diminifhed. The numberlefs creeks of Pennfylvania, 
cleared of the obftacles to navigation, would afford for all the produc¬ 
tions of the interior part of the country a fure, fpeedy, and cheap con¬ 
veyance to the great rivers and lakes of the ftate. 

The roads are made and kept in repair by a levy on the townfhips. A 
furveyor of the roads is chofen by the townfliip. When a new road is to 
be made, the furveyors of the feveral townfhips, through which it is to 
be earned, fuperintend its completion, and they have authority to levy a 
tax for this purpofe on the lands. The tax muff not exceed fix flnllings 
and fix-pence m the pound of the annual income of the land, according 
to the valuation made for the levying of other taxes. Before the taxet 
for the roads can be raifed, they are to receive the fanrtion of two juftices 
of the peace of the county; and the general court of juftices of the peace 
take cognizance of all difputes that arife on the lubjert of this tax. 

The furveyors are chofen annually; and receive five per cent on the 

Y y 2 tax, 
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tax, and arc paid befides eighteen dollars per day when they are anally 
employed in the duties of their office. They hire labourers for the 
roads * for the law which regulates this matter difpenfed with all per- 
fonal fervice on the high roads. They buy all the materials for making 
and repairing the roads; and their accounts are audited and figned every 
year by four commiffioners chofen by the eledors of the townihip. 

This law, the principal provifions of which took place in 1772 , was 
made only for feven years, but has fince been conflantly renewed at its 
expiration. Some of the claufes have from time to time been altered; 
the modifications however are included in the above flatement. 

The roads of Pennfylvania are in general better than thofe of the other 
{fates; efpecially the roads between the moil populous towns. The 
bridges are alfo conflruded in a more folid manner. The road 
from Philadelphia to Lancafler, made by an incorporated company, is 
not indeed fo good as the turnpike roads of England, but it is in very 
good condition ; and, although the tolls are fo high that a broad-wheeled 
waggon pays nearly two dollars and a half between thefe two cities, 
which is a diftance of fixty-fix miles, mV complaint is made, becaufe the 
waggons require only half the horfes they did before the road was made 
a turnpike, and perform the journey in half the time. The company 
that conflrudled this road is very flourifhmg ; the lhares, which at e 
firft fubfeription coft three hundred dollars each, produce between eig t 
and nine per cent, and bear a premium in their price. 

LAWS RELATIVE TO FINANCE. 

The law which regulates taxes was paffed in 1705. Since the year 
1780 no new taxes have been raifed in Pennfylvania for the flate, there 
being no other than taxes levied for the interior ufes of the counties and 
cities; but the principles on which the county rates are determined an 
levied, wouffi in all probability be followed in any tax that it might be 
neceffary to levy for the flate. • 

The inhabitants of every county eledt three commiffioners, who re¬ 
main three years in office, except that one goes out every year by rotation, 

and 
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and a new commiffioner fucceeds him. The inhabitants of every town¬ 
fhip deft, every three years, an afTeflor and two afiiftants, to apportion 
the rates impofed on the townfhip. The aflefTors make a return every 
three years to the commiffioners of the county, of the names and dwell¬ 
ings (where it is poffible) of the proprietors of lands, occupied or not occu¬ 
pied, and of the lands not yet cleared, and of the houfes and fpots of ground 
belonging to the town ; of all the inhabitants of the townfhip, marking 
their leveral employments, profeffions, or conditions; and alfo a lift of all 
horfes and horned cattle above four years old, with a valuation of them; 
and finally, an eftimate of the proportion of the tax that may be laid refpec- 
tively on all owners oi perfonal and real property The commiffioners of 
the county examine and compare all the lifts ; and have authority to make 
alterations in the taxes, provided they do not alter the relative valuations 
of the feveral properties in the fame townfhip. The afleffinent made in 
confequcnce of thefe returns by the commiffioners, forms the rule for the 
levying the taxes for the three fucceeding years. The commiffioners are 
never to lay more on the land than one per cent of their computed value. 
When they are obliged to cany the tax on land to the full extent of one 
per cent, they are to levy the following taxes:—on every freeman, with¬ 
out apparent employment, from half a dollar to ten dollars; on every 
labourer, a fum not exceeding two dollars ; on every vintner, ffiopkeeper, 
or retailer of goods, from half a dollar to five dollars; on every broker, 
banker, merchant, lawyer, and phyfician, from one dollar to ten ; on all 
other profeffions, from one quarter of a dollar to eight dollars ; on every 
proprietor of flaves, a dollar for each Have. All the taxes that are not 
laid on land are regulated by that tax, and confequently diminifh in 
proportion as the tax on land falls ffiort of one per cent, which is its 
maximum . 

The quantity of taxes being determined, the commiffioners iffiie an 
order to the aflefTors to apportion and levy them on the individuals; but 
an appeal lies to the commiffioners from their afleffinent. The tenants 
of the land are refponfible for the tax on land, but are authorifed .to de- 
dudt it from the rent. Lands not cleared are fiibjedt to the tax; and if 

the 
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the proprietor is not to be found, or does not pay tnc tax during three 
fuceeffive years, the commiffioners may order as much of the land to be 
fold as is neceffary for the payment of the arrears. 

The commiffioners of the county appoint the receivers of the county, 
and the collectors of the townffiips. Each commiffioner is paid one 
dollar and a third for every day that he is actually employed in his office, 
the affefTors one dollar. 

The expence of the affefoment and collection for the whole flate is * 
eflimated at ten thoufand dollars. The collectors are generally paid five 
per cent on the collection. The treafurer of the committee is paid a dol¬ 
lar for every hundred pounds which he receives and pays. 

The law has provifions for the exaCt levying of the taxes; and impofes 
refponfibility on the collectors and other officers; and impofes fines for 
negleCt or fraud in the difeharge of their duty. 

The (late, as I have obferved, levies no new taxes. Its old duties are 
on marriages, taverns, and public fales by authority, amounting annually 
from twelve to thirteen thoufand dollars. The lcgiflature fuppreflcd, in 
1 705,. the tax on carriages, and forac other taxes, which were formerly 
impofed for the fervice of the flate. 

The annual expenditure of the flate amounts to about an hundred and 
thirty thoufand dollars; it confifls of the falary of the governor, the fe- 
cretary and other officers of flate, and of the judges; the expence of 
the courts of circuit; the falary of the treafurer and his clerks; the ex¬ 
pence of the office for the fale of lands ; the appointments of the mem¬ 
bers of the fenate, and the houfc of reprefentatives ; the falaries of fome 
other civil officers; and the pay of fome militia officers. 

The revenues which, with the old duties, enable the flate to provide 
for its expenditure without additional taxes, confift in the interefl of a 
capital accruing from the fale of lands, for the mofl part placed in the 
banks. This capital amounts at prefent to one million five hundred 
thoufand dollars; a million of which is in the bank of Pennfylvania, 
and five hundred thoufand in that of the United States. Thefe 
fums bear an interefl according to the dividends of the refpeChve 

banks; 
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banks; but it may be Hated to be from nine to ten per cent, 
duties, and arrears of purchafc-money for the public lands, form another 
branch of the revenue oi the flate. The arrears of every kind come in 
very flowly. Several contradictory laws ferve as an excufe to the credi¬ 
tors of the Hate for default of payment. Thefe are alfo protected by 
members of the legiflature, who have a perfonal intereft in the delay. 
The government of Pennfylvania is indeed unwilling to employ its force, 
efpecially for the recovery of arrears. There are two inftances which 
will Hifficiently {how the backwardnefs of the government to compel the 
payment of the impofts. r I'here are ten auctioneers eftablifhed at Phila¬ 
delphia for public tales. Six of thefe have punctually paid the duties 
impofed upon fuch talcs; the other four have not even condefeended to 
give an account of their fales. The law enjoins every man of eighteen 
years of age to terve as a militia-man; and impolesa fine of a dollar every 
time that he is abfent from the meeting of his regiment, and a fine of 
twelve dollars per month for all the time that he is abfent when his regi¬ 
ment is on fervice. The defaulters arc fo numerous, that no other fund 
but the fines due for offences are fet afide for the expence of the militia ; 
and the fines are fo ill paid, that at prefent there is a deficiency of more 
than one hundred thoufand dollars. It is to be expeCted, however, that 
the {fate wall in future be more rigorous in the collection of its revenues; 
the neceffity of this rigour begins to be felt, and circumftances are more 
favourable than heretofore for its exercife. 

The debts due to the {fate, from individuals, for arrears, and from the 
Union for certain fums advanced, and for which the Union is refpon- 
lible, amounted, in the beginning of 1797 , by the ftatement of the 
treafury, to nine hundred and twenty-four thoufand five hundred and 
forty-four dollars feven-tenths. Pennfylvania has alfo feveral other 
claims on the treafury of the United States, for expences incurred on be¬ 
half of the Union. 

By the balance {truck by the commiffioners of the congrels, the ftatc 
of Pennfylvania is debtor for the lum of {even thoufand {even hundred 
and nine dollars. 
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Certain duties, that were formerly the perquifite of the fecretary of 
Rate and other public officers, have been purchafed by the legiflature, 
and are become part of the public revenue. There are other duties at¬ 
tached as perquisites to other officers, which the legiflature will gradually, 
and by the fame means, reftore to the public treafury. 

% 

LAWS RESPECTING THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 

/ • ' » 

The laws that regulate the fale of public lands are deemed better iu 
Pennfylvama than in any other of the ftatcs. 

Before the revolution, the property of the lands belonged to the go¬ 
vernor ; that is to fay, to the family of William Penn. The congrefs 
of Pennfylvania paflfed a law in 1779, which transferred the property to 
the {fate, giving the family of Penn, for indemnity, the fum of a hun¬ 
dred and thirty thoufand pounds fterling, and leaving them in poffeffion 
of the lands they poflefled as their own proper eftates. The lands which 
became the property of the Rate were immenfe. They were various 
enormous trads that William Penn and his heirs had purchafed of the 
Indians; parcels of which they fold for their own profit. A law in 1 781, 
which eftabliffied an office called the land-office, enjoined the pofleffors 
of warrants (which were orders from the furveyor-general of the flateto 
his deputy, to meafure out a certain trad of land, and were a kind of 
evidence of the purchafe of the eftate), obtained under the old govern¬ 
ment, to bring them to the land-office, where they were annulled, if the 
purchafe-money had not been paid. In 1783 , the aflembly fet afide a 
large trad of land in the weft of its territory, and to the north of the 
Ohio, to be difpofed of, for certain billets which the troops of Pcnnfyl- 
vania had received during the war for their pay, and whole current value 
was greatly below the fums for which they w ere iflued. The billets were 
to be taken in payment for the lands at their nominal value; and thefe 
lands were called, and indeed continue to be known by the name of, 
depreciation lands. The aflembly alfo fet afide another trad of land, to 
the north of thofe I have juft named, called donation lands, becaufc they 

were 
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were to be given as a reward to the officers and foldiers of the militia of 
Pennfylvania, in certain portions, according to their rank. It was not, 
however, till 1785, that thefe lands were actually put up to fale ; and 
then they were put up fucceffive'iy, in various parcels, at different prices, 
and on different conditions. The acauifitions made from the Indians in 
1788 were, by the nature of the lands, divided into two claffes—thofe 
to the weft of the Allegany mountains were offered to fale for ten pounds 
for a hundred acres; thofe to the eaft of the mountains, being inferior in 
quality, for three pounds ten {hillings. 

The quantity of lands offered to fale, and the fcarcity or plenty of 
money, taken relatively, caufcd the price the aflembly of Pennfylvania 
put upon the land and even the conditions of fale to fluctuate, inde¬ 
pendently of the quality of the land. Lots at one time amounted only 
to two hundred acres, while a prohibition exifted to demand a warrant 
for more than two fuch lots; afterwards lots were extended to a 
thoufand acres, without any reftridion on the number that an in¬ 
dividual might acquire. The price has varied, from fourteen dollars 
for an hundred acres to twenty-fix and fifty-three. In certain pur- 
chafes, the billets of the ftate w^ere received in payment; in others, 
and particularly fince the year 1793 , they were not fo. The laft fales to 
the north of the Ohio, and to the Weft of the Allegany Mountains, were 
clogged wdth a condition, that the purchafer ffiould clear the land, and en- 
dofe and cultivate it, in the proportion of one acre for a hundred ; ered a 
dwellmg-houfe, and eftablifh a family, who fliould refide five fucceeding 
years there ; and the quantity to be purchafed by an individual was re- 
ftrided to four hundred acres. 

If, on fpots of the vaft trads of lands bought of the Indians, there hap¬ 
pened to be inhabitants, the law gave them the option of purchafing the 
lots on which they dwelt. 

It was not till 1792 , that the ftate concluded the purchafe of all the 
lands within its boundaries. In 178(3, the ftate purchafed the country 
extending from the Mountains of Allegany to the Ohio, reaching as far as 
the forty-firft degree. It ftill remained to acquire the lands on its nor¬ 
thern boundary; and that purchafe was concluded in 1792 . 
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In 179 j, the legiflature finding that immenfe portions of the public 
lands had been fold without their precife boundaries being defcribed, and 
that the lands which remained in the hands of the flute were not ac¬ 
curately known, fufpended the Tales. And this law' reflects great honour 
on the affcmbly of Pennfylvania ; becaufe it guarantees individuals from 
the injury which the avidity for the acquifition of land made too com¬ 
mon ; becaufe the uncertainty of the bounds of the lands that remained 
undifpofed of, often gave an opportunity of felling the lands of the ftate 
twice, and thereby increafed its revenue; and it is known, that the le- 
*r giflatures of the other dates have not added with the fame delicacy in the 

fame circumftances. 

Although the laws of Pennlylvania refpedting the fale of lands have 
been in general framed with equity and wifdom, abufes relative to that 
fubjedt have neverthclefs been great and numerous, perhaps indeed more 
fo than in any of the other ffcates, on account of the immenfe quantity of 
lands on fale. Speculations on the fales of land bought from the public 
afford a fubjedt of gaming, common in almoft all the ftates. The wealth 
and rapacity of many of the inhabitants of Philadelphia inflamed this 
diforder in a particular manner in this ftate. Men of fortune and in¬ 
fluence, acquainted with the proceedings of Congrefs for the payment of 
the paper currency, confpired to diminifh the value of that paper, and 
afterwards bought it up and gave it in payment for public lands, at 
a profit of ten hundred and fometimes thirty hundred per cent. The 
depreciation and the donation lands were fertile fubjecls of their fpecula- 
tion. 

The titles of individuals to lands bought from the public, are more fe- 
cure in Pennlylvania than in any other of the Hates, both becaufe the firft 
purchafes have been carefully recognifed, and becaufe the land-office has 
developed all that relates to the titles to the public lands, with a degree 
of care, and a fpirit of equity, no where ell'e to be found. 

Complaints have been made within thefe lafl two or three years, that 
the affairs of the land-office are not conduced with fo much attention 
and regularity as formerly; but the members of the legislature have never 

been 
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been reproached, as fome other of the {fates have been, for laws relative to 
the fale of lands and their confequent mifchiefs. 

In the courfc of my journal, I have fpoken of difputes that long exiff- 
cd between the lfates of Pennfylvania and Connedficut, concerning the 
property of confiderable tradfs of land on the Sufquehannah, between 
Wilkfbarre and Tioga. Thefe lands were finally adjudged to the {fate of 
Pennfylvania ; and all appeal prohibited the {fate of Connedficut. But 
thefe lands are filled with inhabitants who hold them by titles from Con- 
nedticut, cither by purchafc, or limply by polfeffion ; notwithffanding 
which they are fold like the other public lands by the {fate of Pennfyl¬ 
vania. Among the perfons who hold thefe lands from Connedficut, 
many acquired them regularly, have been long in polfeffion, and, by the 
lums given for them, and the labour expended on them, have made good 
their title, at lealf in equity ; but a much greater number hold thefe lands 
by lefs favourable titles. For three years palf, the legiflature of Pennfyl¬ 
vania has been backward to execute the judgments of the courts, ejedt- 
ing the pofTeffors of thefe lands; and every day the number of ufurpa- 
tions augments; ancient claims are multiplied, till the judgments of the 
courts can no longer be enforced without military aid. In the laft feffion, 
the houfe of reprefentatives palfed a vote, authorifing the governor to em¬ 
ploy the militia in that fervice ; but the fenate negatived the proportion. 
The motives of their negative are not very apparent, fince, in the end, 
this meafurc muff be adopted ; and although, no doubt, it will create 
many difeontents, yet, carried into execution with the jufficc and mo¬ 
deration from which the legiflature will not depart, it will remove a 
leaven that continually affedts the ffate. 

The difputes in that quarter are not the only difputes of the kind 
that have difturbed Pennfylvania. There are others on the borders of 
the Ohio, which may occafion confiderable diforders, without the pru¬ 
dent and timely interference of the legiflature. In 1792 , the ffate of 
Pennfylvania palfed a law, to put up to fale the lands to the north-weff 
of the Ohio, in confequence of which they were divided into lots of four 
hundred acres. Patents neceflary to give a title to thefe lots, were to be 

Z z 2 obtained 
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obtained in two different ways;—firff, by an engagement to fettle imme¬ 
diately on the lot—and in this manner many pool families acquncilots ' f 
and fecondly, by an obligation to clear eight acres of the lot in twoyears; 
and many lots w r ere bought by fpeculators on thefe laft terms. The 
price of the lot was eighty dollars in both cafes. In the firff, it was to 
be paid in ten years, with intereft, at the rate of fix per cent, after the 
firff year; in the fecond, it was to be paid within two years. In default 
of clearing eight acres within two years, the purchafers on thofe terms 
forfeited their title, and their lots were declared vacant, except in the 
cafe where the Indians, who w r cre not in amity with the United States, 
prevented the clearing of the lands. The majority of {peculates who 
bought lots on thefe terms did not clear the lands ; and three thoufand 
poor families effabliflied themfelves at different periods upon thefe lands 
which the law had declared vacant. The fpeculators, availing them¬ 
felves of the war which took place with the Indians, although no incur- 
fions were made on the lands in queftion, at prefent aflert their right 
to them, and fue for the ejeCtment of the poor families w ho took poffef- 
fion on the faith of the law. Thefe poor people have come to a refolu- 
tion to maintain the pofleffion by force. This is in itfelf an important 
circumffance; and I fpeak of it belide, as a proof of the opinion I have 
frequently given in this journal, that the increafeof the population in the 
United States renders it every day more difficult to the fpeculators in 
land to preferve their titles to the immenfe tracts they poflefs, without 
clearing and cultivating them. 


THE GENERAL COMMERCE OF PENNSYLVANIA, AND THAI 
OF PHILADELPHIA IN PARTICULAR. 

There is no ftate in the union that has fo extenfive a commerce as 
that of Pennfylvania. This ftate furnifhes productions for exportation in 
greater abundance than any other; and its exports, moreover, part of 
the productions of Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, Jerfey, and New 

York. There are, however, fome of the productions of Pennfylvania 

which 
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which are exported through Baltimore, by the Sufquehannah; but the- 
canal that will unite the Chefapeak and the Delaware, and which can¬ 
not tail to be compleated, will reftore that commerce to Philadelphia, 
and with it a great portion of the produce of the eaft part of Maryland. 

The exportation of Philadelphia, which is the only port of this Hate, 
derived from Pennfylvania and the adjoining ftates, are—charcoal, pot- 
aih, beer, cyder, faltrmeat and fifh, butter, cheefe, Indian corn, flour 
made from Indian corn, wheat flour, bifeuits, tallow, candles, linfeed, 
linfecd oil, foap, potatoes, timber for building, ftaves, hides, the fkins of 
deers and beavers, bark, and pigs of iron. 

Molt ot thefe articles are brought to Philadelphia, down the Delaware, 
or by land-carriage. 'I here are\very few brought down the Sufquehan¬ 
nah j for the fettlements on its banks are very recent, and confume nearly 
the whole of their produce; but when that country, and the lands lying 
behind it, are more generally inhabited and cultivated, that large river, 
freed from obftacles which at prefent injure its navigation, will greatly 
increafe the commerce of Philadelphia - r and there is no doubt this im* 
portant change will fpeedily be effected. 

The produce of the country, however, forms a very fmall part of the 
exportation of Philadelphia; which, trading with the whole world, re¬ 
exports, in immenfe quantities, the produce and merchandize of foreign, 
countries. 

Phe following is a table of the amount of the exports from Philadel¬ 
phia, for the years 1791 , 1792 , 1793 , 1794 , 1795 , and 1796 . 

Dollars. 

1791, - 3,436,092. 

1792, — 3,820,652. 

1/93,— 6,958,336. 

1794, — 6,643,890. 

1795, —11,518,260. 

1796 , —17,549,141. 

I lcarcely think it neceflary to repeat, that the immenfe increafe in 
die value of the exportation is principally owing to the increafed value 

of 
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of the articles; and to the war in Europe, which has caufed a much 
greater portion of the productions of the colonies to be pafs through 
America, than formerly. 

The difference in the value of the barrels of flour, one of the principal 
articles of the exportation of Philadelphia during the laft fix years, will 
fhew how fallacious it is to judge of the quantity of the article exported 
by the amount of its value. The price of the barrel of fuperfine flour 
in 1790 , was fix dollars twelve-thirteenths; in 179 E five dollars two 1 - 
thirteenths; in 1702, five dollars two-thirteenths; in 1703, fix dollars 
two-thirteenths; ini 704, fix dollars ten thirteenths; in 1795 , twelve 
dollars ; and in 1796 , ten dollars. The price of the fecond flour is two 
fhillings or half a crown lefs per barrel. 

It is to be oblerved, that the price of the fuperfine flour varied in 
the fame year as much as two and three dollars. I have given the me¬ 
dium price of the year. 

Philadelphia, which in 1796 exported one hundred and ninety-five 
thoufand, one hundred and fifty-feven barrels of flour, (that is to fay, 
nearly the fourth part of the exportation of the whole union) ; exported 
two hundred and ninety-four thoufand and eleven barrels, in 1 705 ; two 
hundred and ninety-nine thoufand two hundred and eighty-feven barrels, 
in 1794 ; four hundred and fixteen thoufand fix hundred and twenty-one 
barrels, in 1703 ; four hundred and thirty-three thoufand nine hundred 
and fixty-eight barrels, in 1702 ; three hundred and fifteen thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-five barrels, in 1701 . Thefe w'ere barrels of 
fuperfine flour; the exportation of' the fecond flour never exceeded five 
thoufand barrels; in 1 796 , the exportation of fecond flour amounted only 
to one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-eight barrel I have taken 
thefe details from the books of the furveyor. 

In 17d5, the exportation of fuperfine flour was one hundred and forty- 
eight thoufand eight hundred and eighty-feven barrels; two hundred 
and fitty-tw r o thoufand feven hundred and fourty-four barrels, in 177 1 > 
two hundred and eighty-four thoufand eight hundred and feventy-two 
barrels, in 1772 ; two hundred and fixty-five thoufand nine hundred 
and fixty-feven barrels, in 1773 ; two hundred and one thoufand three 

hundred 
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hundred and five barrels, in 1 784 ; one hundred and ninety-three thou- 
fand feven hundred and twenty barrels, in 1787;—from which date- 
nient ^ ^ ^ ^e ^ ien > that the exportation ot flour was not greatly in- 

creafed during twenty-two years. The exportation of wheat has even 
greatly diminiihed, owing to the number of mills ereded in Pennfyl- 
vama and the neighbouring dates, and there has been no material in- 
creafe of the exportation of Indian-ce>rn or bifcuits, bringing it down even 
to the tw r o lad years. 

To give a more compleat idea of the commerce of Philadelphia, I will 
here fubjoin a table of the principal' articles, both foreign and the pro¬ 
duce of the country, of its exportation in 1 7 q 0, and the different ports 
to which they were configned. This datement is taken from the cuf- 
tom-houfe books. I would gladly have given the computed value of 
every article; but that would have required the examination of a mul¬ 
titude of entries, and more time than could be fpared by the perfon to. 
whom I am indebted for thefe details. 

Table of the principal Articles exported from Philadelphia in 1790 . 

Articles of Merchandize. Quantities. 

Charcoal - tons - 10 

Beer, cyder, and porter, in. barrels gallons - 14,010 


Ditto, in bottles 


dozens 

barrels 


14,545 

6,800 

19,508 

6,010 


Beef 



Butter 

Bricks 


pounds 

number 

bufhels 

pounds 

ditto 


157,470 

109,400 

179,094 

243,332 

338,374 

195,157 

1,082,090 

Pork 


Indian-corn 


Cheefe 

Candles 

Flour 

Hams 


barrels 

pounds 
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Articles of Merchandize. 


Pork 
Bye flour 

Flour of Indian-corn - 

Potatoes 

Rice 

Linfeed oil 
Train oil 
Spermaceti oil - 
Furs 
Tallow 
Snuff 
Tobacco 
Timber 

Staves, heads of barrels, &c. 

Planks 

Bark 

Coffee 

Cocoa 

Cotton 

Indigo 

Wrought iron and fteel 
Sundry merchandize - 
Pepper 
Spice 

Spirituous liquors 

Sugar 

Salt 

Bohea tea 
Fine green tea - 
Common ditto ditto 
Wine 

Ditto in bottles 


Quantities. 


barrels 

- 

12,029 

ditto 

- 

50,614 

ditto 

- 

223,064 

bulhels 

- 

9,004 

tierces 

- 

6,265 

gallons 

- 

762 

ditto 

- 

37,726 

ditto 

- 

7,7 82 

value in dollars 

47,713 

pounds 

- 

383,850 

ditto 

- 

251,134 

hogfheadj 


3,437 

. 

- 

2,459,616 


- 

1,262,150 


- 

1,628,516 

value in dollars 

106,969 

pounds 

- 

21,002,300 

ditto 

- 

161,120 

ditto 

- 

911,325 

ditto 

- 

99,200 

value in 

dollars 

36,240 

ditto 

- 

2,822,800 

pounds 

- 

244,552 

value in 

dollars 

116,086 

gallons 

- 

170,889 

pounds 

- 

12,969,916 

bulhels 

- 

4,496 

pounds 

- 

2,260 

ditto 


3,130 

ditto 

- 

16,210 

gallons 

- 

612,883 

dozens 

jm 

29,225 


Names 
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Names of the Places to which the Articles exportedfrom Philadelphia in 
1706 were confgned, together with the Valtie in Dollars of the whole 
Exportation for the Year to each Place. 


Sweden and St. Barthelemy 
Denmark, and the Danifh Antilles 
United Provinces . 

Dutch Antilles _ 

England _ 

Ireland - 

Englilh Antilles - 

Englifli Colonies in North America 

Gibraltar 

* •* 

Newfoundland - 

Hamburg, Bremen, and the Hanfeatic Cities, 
France _ 

French Antilles - 

Iflands of France and of Bourbon 

Spain - 

Spanilh Antilles - 

Plorida and Douiliana - 

Portugal ______ 

Fayal 

Madeira . 

Teneriffe _ 

Ports of Italy - 
Eaft Indies 
China 


Dollars. 
411,408 
737,287 
1,824,275 
184,825 
4,100,011 
236,544 
760,274 
40,380 
33,365 
21,505 
2,981,232 
913,880 
3,250,584 
20,967 
66,974 
916,985 
280,651 
12,892 
14,070 
111,528 
861 
521,964 
42,932 
40,747 


1 ”,549,141 
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The following is a ftatement of the duties paid at the cuftom-houfe 
of Philadelphia, during five years preceding the date of the table. 

1791, — 780,141 dollars. 

1792, —1,139,013 ditto. 

1793, —1,928,052 ditto. 

1794, —2,001,226 ditto. 

1795, —2,961,204 ditto. 

And for the two firft quarters of 1796,—1,886,691 ditto. 

This ftatement will not give a perfect idea of the value of the impor¬ 
tations, becaufe the duties vary in every fpecies of merchandize; but 
when we find in the report of the lecretary of the treafury of the United 
States, that the total receipt of the duties on tonnage, and the taxes on 
importation and exportation, for the year 1795, amounted to fhe mil¬ 
lion fix hundred and feventy-nine thoufand four hundred and eighteen 
dollars; and fee that thofe of the port of Philadelphia alone, for the 
fame year, amounted to two million nine hundred and fixty-one thou¬ 
fand two hundred and four dollars, an idea may be formed of the im- 
menfe fhare Philadelphia has in the commerce of the United States. 

The following is a flatement of the veffels that arrived at, and failed 
from the port of Philadelphia, for the laft year l / 96. 


Arrived at Philadelphia. 
Veffels of three mails 

199 

Sailed from Philadelphia. 
184 

Brigs - -■ 

436 

- 

484 

Shalops 

594 

- 

633 

Sloops 

396 

mr 

382 

Total 

1625 


1683 


The number of veffels that arrived at Philadelphia in 1795, was lefs 
by fifty than in 1796 ; but the number that failed from that port in 
1 795, was more by fixty-fix. This difference was owing to the. capture 
of American veffels by privateers from the Weft India Iflands. 

In 
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In 1/ 88, the veil'ds that arrived at Philadelphia were no more than fix 

hundred and fifty-three, of which only ninety-three were velfels of three 
mails. 

The articles of importation at Philadelphia are fpread, not only 
through Pennfylvania, and the Hates which furnilh the articles of its ex¬ 
portation, but alfo through Kentucky, the back fettlements of Virginia, 
and North Carolina, although thefe countries do not fend any of their 
produce to Philadelphia. I refer my reader to what I have faid on this 
luojeft m the account of my journey through the Southern States. 

freights at Philadelphia are from eighteen to twenty-two dollars per 
ton lor moll of the articles fent to Europe. They are from one to two 
c ollars higher for coffee, lugar, and cotton. Freights to India are from 
twenty-two to forty-four dollars, becaufe the cargo is chiefly fpecie ; from 

fmmthe Ifl "a™ e,ght y- flX to height dollars. Freights to and 
om the Me of f ranee are forty dollars. Thefe are the prices of the cur¬ 
rent year; and vary as freights are more or lefs plentiful. At prefent 
iey are from two to three per cent higher than they were three years 
mce, bccaufe there has been a decreafe in the lliipping. I /hall con- 

cu c what I have to fay relative to the commerce of Philadelphia, by 

he followmg table of the rate of infurance at that port for the years 
1 / Q 5 > 1 /Q( 5 , and 1797, J 


3 A 2 


Hate 
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Rate oflnfurance, in the Port of Philadelphia, for the Yean 1 7QB, 1 70, and 1 79 7- 


*-o 


(V 

D 


To Hamburg, Bremen, and 

other neutral Ports, not 
being in the Baltic, or 
the Mediterranean ; alfo 

to Holland. 

Englifh PortsintheChannel 
Ditto Weftern Ports, on 
the Route to the North 

of Ireland. 

Ports in the South-Eaft of 
Ireland 

Ditto Welland North, on 
the Route to the North. 
French Ports in the Atlantic 
Ditto in the Mediterranean 
Portuguefe and Spanifh 
Ports, in the Atlantic . 
Illcs of France and Bourbon 
Cape of Good Hope ... 

Batavia. 

Canton, in China•. * *• 

Calcutta.. • • • 

Jamaica .. 

Other Englifh Ports in the 
Well India Ifles.... 
French Ports in the Well- 

Indies. 

Neutral Ports in the Weft 

Indies.. 

Havannah . 

New Orleans. 

Nova Scotia .... 

Ports of the United States; 
according to their dis¬ 
tance, and the difficul¬ 
ties of the palfagc.... 
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Thefe rates of infurance are for neutral veffels, bound from Philadel¬ 
phia, and configned only to one port. They are calculated for the voyage 
out merely, and are generally the fame for the voyage home, except 
when the veffel is infured at the fame time both going and returning 
when fome abatement is made. The rate is higher, of courfe, when the 
veffel has to touch at feveral ports, becaufe of the additional rife. It is 
higher alfo in voyages to the Baltic, and ports of the north, during win¬ 
ter ; and, for the fame reafon, in voyages to the Weft India If ands, from 
the firft of Auguft to the firft of November. It is higher alfo for veffels 
which would not, on a ferutiny, by their papers, and the nature of their 
cargoes, prove to be neutral. 

Towards the end of 1793 , and in 1 - 794 , the rate of infurance was 
higher than in 1795 and 17Q0, becaufe American veffels were at that 
time captured by the Englifh. It was lowered by the fubfequent treaty 
with England; and has again rifen, fnce the French in their turn cap¬ 
tured American veffels ; and particularly in voyages to the Weft Indies* 
becaufe captures there are frequent, and are authorised by the govern I 
ments of the feveral if ands, while it is believed that the few American 
veffels captured by the French in European Teas, are taken without the 
authority of the French Government. 

The rate of infurance is nearly the fame in the different ports of the 
United States. 

The building of a veffel at Philadelphia cofts, according to its tonnage, 
from eighteen to twenty-two dollars per ton at the time Ihe is launched! 
The price- is increafed in proportion as there is more holm-oak or cedar 
put into the veffel. The fails and rigging of a veffel of three hundred 
tons will coft about forty dollars per ton, Thefe prices, however, have 
rifen thirty per cent within the laft three years. It is univerfally ac¬ 
knowledged, that veffels built at Philadelphia are better than thofe of 
any other port of the United States. They are more found, better finifh- 
cd, and the ornaments are handfomer; and they will laft, upon an ave¬ 
rage, from four to five years longer than the veffels of the north, Moft of 
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the large veflels built at Philadelphia have their principal timber of holm- 
oak. 

The quality of flour, pot-afh, and in fa& of all articles defigned for 
exportation, is here more carefully attended to than at any other port. 
In a word, although Philadelphia is at the diflance of one hundred and 
fifty miles from the fea, and the navigation of the Delaware interrupted 
Pqj. month or two months, and lometimes more, m every yeai, it 
may be reckoned as the mofl confiderable port ot tnc United States. It 
contains the greatefl number of wealthy merchants, and affords the moft 
ready market for the fale of productions. 

As to the manner in which commerce is conducted by the merchants 
of Philadelphia, what I have to fay of the general commerce of the 
United States will be applicable to it, and perhaps in a particular manner, 
bccaufe the commerce of Philadelphia is on a larger fcale, fpeculations 
arc more extenfive, the mode of living more extravagant, and the paffion 
for acquiring fudden wealth greater there than in any other of the Ame¬ 
rican markets. 

BANKS AT PHILADELPHIA. 

There are three banks at Philadelphia; the firft is the bank of the 
United States, which, by its conflitution, is obliged to follow the feat ot 
government. I fhall enter into tome detail on this bank when I come to 
fpcak generally of the United States. The other two are—the bank of 
Pennfyl vania, and that of North America. 

The bank of Pennfylvania was inebrporated in 1 / 03 , by a law of the 
flate. Its capital is three millions of dollars, divided into feven thoufand 
five hundred fhares of four hundred dollars each. The fhares were 
bought by individuals, or companies, the flate not referving any fliare, or 
the power of acquiring any, except by fubfeription in the manner ot in¬ 
dividuals. This bank receives depofits; and difeounts at one-half per cent 
per month. It cannot fell any thing but the public funds, or efieCls that 

have fallen into its hands for advances. It cannot buy any thing but gold 

or 
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or filvei in bullion; or the Iharcs of its own corporation, which it mutt 
never buy below par, nor in a greater quantity than fifty at a time. It 
cannot lend to the government of the United States more than fifty 
thoufand dollars. No greater loan can be made but in confequence of 
an exprefs law. It cannot circulate, either by its own notes, or by dis¬ 
count, or otherwife, more than three millions of dollars. 

The law incorporating this bank, enjoins all the receipts of the ftatc to 
be depofited in it. Of twenty-five directors that form its adminiflration, 
fix are nominated by the legiflature, and the other nineteen by the pro¬ 
prietors of its flock. Eleven go out annually by rotation. A return of 
the general Situation of the- bank is to be made annually to the legifla¬ 
ture, to be Submitted: to its examination ; but the legiflature cannot de¬ 
mand an infpeftion of the accounts of individuals; and the little de¬ 
pendence this bank has on the government, and the fidelity of its tranf- 
a&ions, have placed it high in the public confidence. Its dividends are 
from eight to nine per cent, although a considerable Surplus is prudently 
accumulated.. Shares in this bank bear at prefent a premium of twenty- 
five and thirty per cent. 

The bank of North America is of an older date, the aft under which 
it was- incorporated having pafSed in 1 787. It was at fir ft eftablifhed in 
1782 , but was diffolved in 178 - 4 . This bank may extend its capital to 
two millions of dollars ; and has the privilege of making laws, by a court 
of its own proprietors and its twelve direftors, for its adminiflration. But 
it is bound by the Same rules in its fales and purchafes as the bank of 
Pennsylvania.. As the legiflature, however, has placed no other reftric- 
tion on this bank, and it is Still more independent of the .government 
than the Bank of Pennsylvania, its charafter is very great. . It is called 
The Quakers Bank, becaufe the greater part of its original Subscribers were 
Quakers; its direftors are in . general of the fame body ; and it is the bank 
at which thofe people generally keep their cafh. Its dividends are from 
leven to eight per cent. The price of original fhares, wdiich was a 
hundred dohars for each, bears a premium of forty-five per cent ; and it is 
very feidom that a fhare is to be. Sold, In 1791 ? this bank lent one 
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hundred and fixty thoufand dollars to the flate of Pennfylvania, on the 
fecurity of its public funds, and for one year only; the fum was punctu¬ 
ally repaid, 

THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA—ITS HOSPITALS, MARKETS, &c. 

Philadelphia is not only the fineft city of the United States, but may 
indeed be deemed one of the moft beautiful cities in the world. It cer¬ 
tainly is not ornamented with noble and antique edifices, like many of 
the cities of Europe; nor are the public buildings, with the exception of 
the flate-houfe, remarkable either for the beauty of their architecture or 
their magnitude; but the koufes are all built of fine brick, and have a 
pleafmg appearance of fimplicity and neatnefs. Many of them are de¬ 
corated at their bale, and round their windows, with a white marble 
lightly veined, which is found a few miles from the city, near the Schuyl¬ 
kill, and have flights of Heps of the fame marble. The flreets are wide, 
and are generally planted with trees, and have very commodious pave¬ 
ments. The fountains that fupply the city with water are in great num- 
hers, and indeed exceed any think of that nature in Europe. We have 
nothing to recret here but the want of noble fquares; nor any confider- 
able .nuifance to complain of but the burial places, which are often in the 
moft crowded parts of tire city. 

This nuifance is indeed a very ferious evil; and it cannot be doubted, 
is the caufe of much ficknefs in a city, where the heat of the fum- 
nicr is fo great for three months .as at Philadelphia. It has been in 
agitation to prohibit burial places in the city; but the matter has never 
been treated with the decifion that the importance of the fubjeCt requires. 

The narrownefs of the quays is another caufe of the unhealthinefs of 
this city, and is one which it will be more difficult to remove than the 
former. This defeCt cannot be remedied, but at the expence of an entire 
flreet extending along the river, and crowded with the counting-houfes 
and warehoufes of the merchants. This ftreet is not to be found in the plan 
traced by Penn, which was exactly followed as far as it extended. But the 

.city is increafed on the borders of the Delaware, both to the right and 

left. 
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left. The buildings at firft extended beyond the ground which he mark¬ 
ed out between the Delaware and the Schuylkill; but the increafe of 
commerce gave a new diredion to buildings of late years; fo that the city, 
although large, does not occupy half the ground between the two rivers, 
and it is not probable that it will extend farther towards the Schuylkill. 
The prefent population of Philadelphia amounts to feventy thoufand 
inhabitants. 

I fliall endeavour to avoid the repeating of circumdances relative to 
this city that are known to every one. Its prifons are the only, public 
eHablifhments which are fuperior to the fame kind in France and Eng¬ 
land ; its hofpitals, libraries, colleges, literary and philofophical focietie°s, 
arc inferior to thofe of the old world, and indeed mull long continue to 
be fo ; but if we confider how few years have palled fince this city was 
founded, and how Hill fhorter the fpace of time is fince Pennfylvania, 
with the other Hates, became free, and was therefore able to employ all 
its refources, we lhall be furprifed at the degree of improvement we find 
m Philadelphia; and it ought not to be concealed, that the difpofition of 
the inhabitants tends to facilitate the progrefs of the arts and feienees; 
which, however, with every advantage, demand time to bring them to 
perfection. Neither ought it to be overlooked, that the Quakers are, in 
every part of the Hate, the moH Heady and zealous promoters of every 
plan for the public happinefs. Their influence at Philadelphia is greater 
than in other parts, becaufe of their numbers. They are calculated to 
amount from one thoufand fix hundred to one thoufand feven hundred 
families in that city. 

The majority of the governors of the hofpital of Pennfylvania are 
Quakers. The economy of this hofpital is not, however, fo perfed as 
W'C mould exped. The patients are too much mingled together. There 
are fix of the phyHcians of Philadelphia who attend the hofpital gratui- 
toufly. Two of thefc attend together, and make but two vifits in the 
week. They take this office by turns, two being changed every two 
months. f here arc two pupils rdiding in the houfe, who fee the pre- 
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fcriptions adminiftered ; and it is very ieldom tnat any oi the fick have 
the aid of the phyficians, except on the vifiting days. _ 1 fpeak of poor 
patients, who are admitted gratis; for the funds of this hofpital are fo 
fmall, that many of the patients are obliged to pay the phyfician, and 

thefe the phyfieians vifit when fent for. 

In 1775, the hofpital received feventy patients gratis; but, although 
its revenues are not dimmifhed fince that period, the me ’ cafe of the pric e 
of provillons, and of the wages of the perfons employed in the hofpital, 
is fo great, that at prefent it can take no more than thirty patients gratis. 
The reft, to the number of fixty-onc, pay to be admitted in the follow¬ 
ing proportions—from three to four dollars per week for a place in the 
common room; fix dollars for a room with more than one bed , and 
eight dollars for a room apart from others ; the two laid dalles moreover 
pay the phyfician. 

Infane perfons are taken into this hofpital. They were formerly kept 
in apartments under ground ; but at prefent they are in a new building, 
which is fpacious and airy. The degree of liberty they are allowed, and 
the clcanlinefs of their apartments, daily incrcafes the number of thofe 
who leave the hofpital cured. The economy of this part of the hofpital 
is indeed admirable ; two years fince it was a fubjed ofdifgufl. 

Dr. Rush, one of the phyficians of whom I made inquiries concerning 
the caufes which brought patients of this kind to the hofpital, attributed 
one half to the exceffive drinking of lpiritous liquors; a fourth to devo¬ 
tion ; and a fmallcr portion to love. It is to be fuppoled that thefe ob- 
fervations were accurate, as they were made from an examination of the 
books of the hofpital. That part which concerns the exceffive drinking 
of fpiritous liquors is confirmed by daily experience. It is a common 
cafe, for a man, after fuch an excefs, to be feveral days fucceflively in 
a {late 01 infanity; which very rarely happens from exceffive drinking 
of wine. The madnefs occafioncd by religion is moft frequent amongfl 
fedls whofe dogmas are extravagant, and who affed their difciples more 
with terror than with hope. The derangement proceeding from love is 

more 
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more frequent with the women than the men ; and the patients of that 
clafs are chiefly girls betrayed or deferted by their lovers. The number 
of infane patients, the laft time I vifited the hofpital, was forty-five. 

Dr. Ruth is one of the raoft celebrated phyficians in Philadelphia. He 
is reproached with an extreme partiality for bleeding; and it is certain 
that he is by no- means fparing of the practice. He is alfo accufed of 
being wedded to iyftem; but this reproach is more likely to proceed 
from the envy common in Philadelphia, as in other places', than any 
other caufe. Dr. Rufli has certainly more practice than any other phy- 
fician in Philadelphia; he is a man of talent, and one of the befl inform¬ 
ed men in America. Both his writings and actions prove that he has 
the welfare of the human race at heart. His zeal and courage during 
the prevalence of the yellow fever, were not to be fubdued by danger 
or difficulty. In ] 792, he nearly fell a vi&im to that terrible fcourge. 
A work which he wrote on that difeafe met with many opponents, efpe- 
cially among perfons of his. own profeflion. Dr. Rufli publifhed a letter 
in 1790, recommending the fuppreffing of the punifhment of death; 
and the happy refult of the change in that refpcdl in the criminal code 
of Pennfylvania, is fufficient proof of the wifdom of his {peculation. 

I here are other political papers of Dr. Rufli, abounding with beneficent 
and valuable fentiments. 

The alms houfe is as little to be commended for the nature of its ma¬ 
nagement as the hofpital. Its economy is not influenced by thofe ex- 
tenfive \iews, which in a great. Rate ought to have a principal {hare in the 
aid given to the poor. 

The principal market of Philadelphia excites the attention of every 
foreigner. It is a long building, conitruedcd of brick, and fupported by 
pillars of brick. The alleys'are paved. It Hands in the large flreet which 
ieparates the north and fouth quarter of the city. Plere are to be found 
all forts of provifions; butcher-meat, poultry, vegetables, See. —flowers, 
roots, and trees are alfo fold in this market. As provifions are fold.no 
where but in this, and three or. four markets in other parts of the city, this 
market is greatly crowded for three or four hours in the. morning but 
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although the paffages fometimes arc almoft choked up with people, the 
nolle is very mconlidcrablc. Every one makes his market v\iln little or 
no difputc; provilions are fo abundant, and tne venders io numerous, 
that the purchaler who is dillatisficd has but a ltcp or tv\ o to matte to 
conduit his caprice, or to endeavour to make a better oaigcun. I he pro¬ 
digious quantity ol provilions of all forts in this market begets no offen- 
five fmell; the"tables are feraped and walked every day, and the palTages 
are kept thoroughly clean. One is at firft aftonifhed to fee fuch perfeft 
c.lcanlincfs, where there are fo many almoil unavoidable caufes ot filth. 

A great quantity of the provilions lold at Philadelphia is brought fixty 
miles; it is conveyed in covered waggons that arrive in tne night. The 
horfes are unharnelfed, and Hand round the carts, with hay beiore them, 
which the farmer always brings with him, to lave expences at the 
inns. Sometimes there are more than a hundred ol thefe waggons hand¬ 
ing at the upper part of the ftreet in which the great market is fituated. 
Sometimes the farmers retail their provilions themfelves, from their carts, 
which bring veal, pork, poultry, game, butter, and checfc, as well as ar¬ 
ticles of agriculture, and even the products of induftry. 

•Terfcy furnifhes the markets of Philadelphia with many articles, particu¬ 
larly hams, poultry, butter, and vegetables. It is a plealing objedl, to fee 
the perfect order that prevails in the markets; and it is worthy of regard, 
that the whole proceeds from the dilpofition of the people, for the public 
police never has occafion to interfere in thefe places. I am compelled to 
own, however, that having palfed three winters in Philadelphia, I have 
perceived a gradual change taking place in this refpect, and alfo in the 
tranquillity that formerly reigned at night in the ftreets. In 1794, it was 
uncommon to encounter any body at night, and {till more to hear any 
noife after eleven o’clock. The noife in the ftreets continues now till a 
much later hour. Philadelphia is, indeed, departing very widely from 
fimplicity of manners. 

This city, being at a great diftance from the fea, is ill provided with 
fifh. Rock fijh, which is a long fifh with very white flefli, and does not 

referable any fifh of Europe that I know, is the only one that is to be 

found 
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found throughout the year at Philadelphia. The epicures, however, caufe 
a variety of filh to be brought from New York. 

The rent of the fhops in the market-place is one of the revenues of the 
city, and produces about eight thoufand dollars. The other revenues of 
the city are—a tax upon taverns, a tax upon quays, and a tax on property 
of the fame kind as that laid in the counties. 

The amount of thele taxes varies with circumrtances; the principal 
fource ol their increafe is the conftrudion of public buildings. The taxes 
ol the city of Philadelphia in 1790, amounted to flxteen thoufand eight 
hundred dollars; in 1 793 , to twenty thoufand three hundred and thirty- 
two dollars; in 1794 , to twenty-nine thoufand five hundred dollars ; in 
1 705 , to twenty-eight thoufand fix hundred dollars. They were lefs in 
179G and in 1797 ; but I do not know the exact amount of thefe years. 

Some judgment may be formed of the immenfe increafe of wealth in 
Philadelphia by the rapid increafe of the computed value of articles fub- 
jed to taxation. In 1790, it amounted to ninety-eight million fix hun¬ 
dred and feventy-four thoufand and fixty dollars; and in 1795, to one 
hundred million five hundred and thirty thoufand feven hundred and 
thirteen dollars. In 1797 , it exceeded that computation by more than 
two millions of dollars ;—the computation being throughout made upon 
the fame principles. The quantity of articles fubjed to taxation increaf- 
ing rapidly in this city, as it alfo does throughout the whole date, and 
the expences of the city continually decreafing, becaufe they have been 
heretofore greatly augmented by the conftrudion of public edificesj 
bridges, &c. the imports, already low, muft neceflarily decreafe. 

There is no city of the United States where articles of confumption 
are to be found in fuch great abundance as at Philadelphia, even to almoft 
all articles of luxury. Many fhops are as well furnifhed as thole of Paris 
or London. The tradefmen are polite and obliging; and not at all pred¬ 
ing for their money, when they are allured of the folvency of their 
curtomers, at lead; I have found it fo. The workmen are expert; but, 
as they can earn a great deal, they do not labour with the fame con- 
llancy as workmen in Europe, and frequently make a purchafer wait long 
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for the execution of an order. Every thing in America, more particu¬ 
larly at Philadelphia, is much dearer than in Europe. A workman, 
hired by the day, receives a dollar per day, befides his board; the wages 
of ordinary domcftics, who are for>the moft part negroes, are from ten 
to twelve dollars per month, befides board and waihing. A female fer- 
vant, of the moft ordinary kind, has a dollar per week. Board is from 
eight to twelve dollars per week, without wine, fire, or candles. The 
rent of the fmalleft houfe, in a remote part of the city, is three*hundred 
dollars per annum ; the rent of large houfes, in good fituations, is from 
two thoufand five hundred to three thoufand dollars. Beef cofts from 
fen to thirteen pence per pound; and a couple of fowls often more than 
a dollar. Other things are in the fame proportion. The value of the 
ground in Philadelphia differs according'to its fituation ; it is fold by the 
feet in front, according to its depth. A piece of ground of one hundred 
and fifty feet depth, in the moft frequented part of the city, brings 
from one hundred and eighty dollars to two hundred and fixty per 
foot. At the end of ftreets not compleated, they aflc only from twenty- 
four to thirty dollars per foot; and betwen thefe extreme fituations 
the medium price is from one hundred to one hundred and twenty 
dollars. 

Of the lands in the vicinity of Philadelphia, thofe in the plain are 
fandy and fteril, the hills near the Schuylkill are fandy and full of 
ftones, although a little ftronger. But the badnefs of the lands doe3 
not prevent their felling for a high price, as they are almoft entirely 
engrofled for country houfes by the wealthy inhabitants of the city. 
Their price is from one hundred and fifty to one thoufand tw r o hun¬ 
dred dollars per acre, including the buildings, according to their fitua¬ 
tion and other circumftances. To the fouth of the city the land, lying 
between the Delaware and the Schuylkill, having been formerly co¬ 
vered with water, is a fine foil from twenty to twenty-five feet in 
depth, but always very wet. It produces a natural grafs of the beft 
quality in great abundance, being enriched by the mud left from the 
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ov erflowing of the rivers ; and might be greatly improved by being 
drained, but this is not done for the want of hands. It is feldom that 
cllates are to be fold in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, the proprie¬ 
tors being tempted to keep them in their hands by their conflant cn- 
creafe in value ; and they are very rarely let to tenants for more than a 
year or two years. The grafs-lands are generally tiled to fatten oxen ; 
their rent is from twenty-four to twenty-eight dollars per acre. Lands 
that bear Indian corn, grain, and potatoes, are let at the fame price. 


MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia is univerfally accufed of pofleffing lets holpitality than 
any other city in the United States; and it may be allowed to deferve 
this reproach. The cxcufe of the inhabitants is, the great concourfe 
there is always here of ftrangers, who would too greatly occupy the time 
ot their hofls if too much encouragement were given to vifits. The 
tiue reafon is, the inccfl'ant attention that is paid in Philadelphia, more 
than in any other part of the world, to the accumulation of wealth ; 
which paffion is not diminifhed even by the poffeffion of the greatell 
iortune. To mend his circumflances is the predominant idea of every 
mm in this country. This mercantile notion, of neceffity, confines 
within himfelt the man whom it influences; and gives him no time nor 
tafte for the pleafures of fociety. What is juftly called /octet? does not 
exile in this city. The vanity of wealth is common enough. The rich 
man loves to fhew the flranger his fplendid furniture, his fine Englifh 
glcds, and exquifite china. But when the flranger has once viewed the 
parade in a ceremonious dinner, he is difmifled for fomc other new¬ 
comer, who has not yet feen the magnificence of the houfc nor tailed 
tnc old madeira that has been twice or thrice to the Eall Indies; And 
then, a new face is always more welcome than an old one to him who 
has little to fay to either. 

a he rcai llate of fiocicty at Philadelphia is included in invitations to 
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great dinners, and tea, to all who arrive from Europe—Englifh, French, 
inhabitants of every country, men of every clafs and of every kind of 
character, philofophers, priefts, literati, princes, dentifts, wits, and idiots. 

And the next day the idolized ftranger is not known in the ftreet, ex- 
cept he be wealthy, efpecially in money ; when, indeed, the politenefs 
of the citizens of Philadelphia continues to exift as long as the ftranger 
can purchafe eftates, and even beyond that term, for the homage paid to 

wealth is a worfhip in which all feifts unite. 

To the ordinary defects of fociety in Philadelphia, is to be added the 
intemperance of politics. The Englilh influence prevails in the firft 
circles; and prevails with great intolerance. 

Perfons of wealth here, who carefled the agents of Robefpierre, when 
that monfter extirpated all the worth his power could reach, are the 
avow ed enemies of France, now that her government inclines to mild- 
nefs and humanity. It is not to be denied that the American commerce 
has fuffered greatly from French privateers; and we cannot therefore be 
furprizcd, either at the ill humour of the merchants of Philadelphia, or 
their mode of exprefflng it. 

Having given this fketch of the temper of the people of Philadelphia, 

I am compelled to fay, however correct it may be, that many families 
are to be found who form exceptions, and are neither tainted with the 
general vices of this place nor inflamed with the prefent fpirit of party. 
What 1 have faid is without ill will. I have no perfonal complaint to 
make. But I {peak w ithout referve: for why fhould I write, it it were 
not to communicate truth ? 

Before all thofe to whom I feel myfclf indebted for their kindnefs,^ 

I have to place the family of Chew. Benjamin Chew, the head of 
this refpeftable family, who is a man in years, unites to an underftanding, 
naturally penetrating and lively, great information, an amiable temper, a 
noble generofity, and the fimpleft of manners. His large family is um- 
verfally efteemed; and in no quarter of the world is there any one more 
eftimable. I was received by him as a brother ; and my heart is filled 

with fentiments of efteem, gratitude, and love for him, that will go with 
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me to the grave ; and I hope he will pardon my expreffion of thofe fen- 
timents in this place. 

To name every one from whom I have received offices of kindnefs 
would be to trcfpafs too much on my reader; and I mud be fatisfied 
with indulging myfelf with a remembrance of their friendfhip. 

Notwithdanding the defective date of fociety in Philadelphia, this city 
is perhaps the moll agreeable of the United States for a foreigner. The 
refidence of the members of Congrefs will enable him to gather informa¬ 
tion on the different parts of this interefting country; and, in fad, to 
travel through its different dates with great advantage to his enquiries. 
Although in Philadelphia, as throughout America, no one is diffidently 
free from employment to give himfelf wholly to letters or the fciences, 
this city contains, more than any other, perfons who cultivate them, and 
whofe fociety is extremely intending when thofe fubjeds are difeuffed. 
There is a philofophical fociety here, and a large and valuable library. 
There is alfo a mufeum which has an almod complete colledion of 
the minerals and animals of North America. This fine colledion is 
the property of Mr. Peale. His intelligence, and indefatigable in- 
dudry for twenty years in the forming this colledion, have fupplied 
the want of means that a more ample fortune would have readily 
furmfhed, and entitle him to aid in his undertaking from the go¬ 
vernment. 

The profufion and luxury of Philadelphia, on great days, at the tables 
of the wealthy, in their equipages, and the dreffes of their wives and 
daughters, are, as I have obferved, extreme. I have feen balls on the Pre- 
ddent’s birth-day where the fplendor of the rooms, and the variety and 
richnefs of the dreffes did not differ in comparifon with Europe ; and it 
mud be acknowledged, that the beauty of the American ladies has the 
-advantage in the comparifon. The young women of Philadelphia are 
accomplifhed in different degrees, but beauty is general with them. 
x hey want the eafe and fafhion of French women; but the brilliancy of 
their complexion is infinitely fuperior. Even when they grow old they 

are dill handfome ; and it would be no exaggeration to" fay, in the nu-‘ 
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rnerous affemblics of Philadelphia it is impoffible to meet with what is 
called a plain woman. As to the young men, they lor the molt part 
leem to belong to another fpecies. 

Wealth makes all the diltindlion of claffes in Philadelphia. The great 
merchants, and the lawyers w ho arc at the head of their profeffion, hold 
the fiirft rank. Different clafles very rarely mingle together. The Quakers 
live among themfelves, and in a retired manner. But gay colours pleafe 
the young Quaker-ladies ; and are indeed great enemies of the fed. The 
toilette is the fubjedt of much uneafinefs to the old people, w'hether prohi¬ 
bited or tolerated by them. But whether prohibited or not, the young and 
handlbme Quakcr-girls will facrifice to the toilette, and call themfelves 
Half-qnakers ; and, it muff be confeffcd, they are the greateft favourites 
with our lex. The young men among the Quakers, who would make 
themfelves agreeable to the Jcouilc dtjcvters, powder and fhape their drels 
accordingly ; and the fcCt is continually lofing fome of thole that fhould 
be its pillars by the effedt of a ribband or gown. 

Profufion is not confined to the higher ranks. It fpreads among the 
fervants.; and even reaches the negroes. Both one and the other give 
their balls, which are deffitute of the charming {implicit}' ol the fetes of 
our peafants. Variety of refrefhments, good iuppers, and fine drelles, 
dillinguifh them. A female negro fervant, whofe wages are one dollar 
per week, will, at thefe balls, have a drels that coffs lixty dollars. 
They never go but in coaches to thefe balls, which are very frequent. 
On Sundays the public-houles in the environs of the city are crouded 
with labourers and little lhopkeepers, who frequently come in a chair, 
with their whole family, and will expend from three to four dollars 
for the day’s entertainment. It is not to hoard that the Ameri¬ 
cans arc rapacious; their improvidence has ftill all the character of 
col o niffs. 

There is a theatre at Philadelphia, in defpight of the many and vehe¬ 
ment petitions prefented again# it by the Quakers and diffenting mi- 
nifters. It is generally crouded ; not that the actors arc good, but it is 
a place where people can aflemble and exhibit themfelves. There are 
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from twenty to twenty-five ftage-coaehes, that cither go from or arrive at 
Philadelphia every day. They are mean and incommodious carriages ; 
but are light, and travel very quickly. The horfes are good in Penn- 
fvlvania ; and there are fets belonging to fomc of the ftagc-coaches that 
are not lurpaffed by any in Europe. 

The inhabitants of Philadelphia, like thofe of the whole State of Penn¬ 
sylvania, are a mixture of all the nations of Europe. The Englilh are 
in the greateft number. The counties of Pennfylvania, beyond the Suf- 
quehannah, and at a greater diftance from Philadelphia than the reft, 
are little influenced by the political opinions of the capital, which, as I 
have faid, are in favor of England. 

There are a great many newfpapers publiflied in Philadelphia; whence 
they are fpread through all the ftate. 

Twenty-eight places of worfliip hold the different feds of Philadel¬ 
phia. The Quakers have fix. One of thefe belongs to the Free-quakers; 
a body expelled from the reft, for having carried arms, and accepted 
offices under the government of the State, or that of the Union, during 
the ftruggle for Independence. This body does not differ from the fed" 
except in a relaxation of ecclefiaftical difeipline. There is a place of 
worth ip called the African Church, fet apart for the negroes ; who 2:0, 
notwithftanding, to the other churches at their pleafure. The clergy¬ 
man of the African church is himfelf a negroe. He is joined to the 
clergy on all occafions where they affemble in a body. 

The Quakers have eftablifhed here two charity fcbools for the negroes, 
w iere they arc taught to read, write, and caft accounts. But among the’ 
Avife and beneficent laws of the State of Pennfylvania, one fees with pain 
tnat no provifion is yet made for the eroding of fchools for the educa- 
lon of children at the public expence, like thofe of New England. The 
egi lature, indeed, is engaged on a plan of this nature. The Quakers, 
it is laid, oppofe thefe foundations, becaufe they have fchools of their 
own, being unwilling to mingle their children with the children of other 
perluafions ; and becaufe they would either be compelled'to abandon this 
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policy or maintain their own fchools at an exclufive expence, while they 
would pav a general tax to thofe of the public. I cannot fuppofe this 
apportion to be real ; or, if fo, that it can continue long. The bate 
that feels the importance of public fchools will, in the end, gain the 
victory ; and, no doubt, the Quakers themfelves will not be backward 
in acknowledging the injuftke and mifehievous ettects ot their preten¬ 
sions. 

I cannot conclude what I have to fay of Philadelphia without ooferv- 
ing, that here, and aim oft in every other part of America through which 
I have pafted, I have frequently heard the name of M. de la Roche- 
foucault pronounced, with a profound veneration for his memory, and 
lincere forrow for his fate. Although he never vifited the United 
States, he was known as a Frenchman who Ihewed the ftrongeft at¬ 
tachment to their independence. They named him their friend ; and 
my connection with him by blood procured me in more than one family 
the kindeft and moft diftinguilhed reception. 

Having no other paftion than that of doing good, and pofteffing at 
once the private virtues, as well as thofe that fit us to ferve the public, 
he had a modefty, approaching to a diffidence of himfelf, that increafed 
ihe luftre of all his great qualities. His mind was noble, and inde¬ 
pendent ; and he worshipped liberty long before her name was openly 
pronounced in France. Without mixture in his views, as without ftam 
in his conduft, he is perhaps the only example of an eminent man in 
the French Revolution whole character calumny did not impeach. Yet 
was this- man murdered !—murdered in the prefence of the tendered 
of mothers, and the moft amiable of wives; by wretches calling them¬ 
felves patriots, hired by monfters more deteftabie than thofe, and who 
alfo called themfelves patriots! France Juddered at this crime, when 
it was committed; and, even in thofe fatal times, when terror com¬ 
pelled men to belie their confidences, no one was found to fay, that 
bis death w T as not a public misfortune. I have no doubt, when the 
seprefentatives of the French nation lhall be at liberty to decree the 
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homage of public regret to the memory of juft citizens that intrigue 
and cruelty fnatched from their country, the name of M. de la Roche- 
foucault will be among the firft that will be heard. Such a decree 
will do honour to the French nation; and I fhall be pardoned, I hope, 
for pouring forth my foul on this fubjetf. To be proud of my near 
connection, by blood, and by the ties of an intimate friendlhip, with one 

of the moft virtuous men of the age, will not give offence to thofe who. 
know what it is to love virtue. 
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JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM, AND IN THE JERSEYS, IN 

JUNE 1 797 . 


THE ROAD TO GERMANTOWN. 

I once more quitted Philadelphia with pleafure, the oppreflive and 
burning heat rendering that city difagreeable at this feafon ; and as 
the fittings of Congrefs, which had induced me to remain there till now, 
prefented nothing to fatisfy curiofity, I proceeded towards Bethlehem. 

On leaving the city, I went a little out of the way to take leave of my 
friend Mr. Nicklen, a good and worthy Englifhman, from whom I 
had, during my flay in America, received many teftimonies of attention, 
and who had married one of the daughters of the refpe&able family of 
Chew. He occupies, during the fummer, one of the handfomeft coun¬ 
try-feats in the environs of Philadelphia, built on one of the hills of 
Schuylkill. This villa, which is called Hill, enjoys one of the moft de¬ 
lightful profpeCts in the world. Mr. Nicklin purchafed this houfe, and 
nineteen acres of ground attached to it, at the price of twenty-two thou- 
fand dollars, which price may give an idea of the value of fuch feats in 

the neighbourhood of Philadelphia. 

The road to Germantown is upon the afeent, the fummit of the lull on 
which that little town is built being two hundred feet higher than the 
bed of the Delaware, although the diftance is only feven miles. The 
lands, though not of the firft quality, are fufficiently productive ; the 
vicinity to Philadelphia making it eafy to get manure, while the high price 
of provifions in that city encourages the farmer to lay out fuch expences 
as may infure the belt and moft abundant returns. 


All 
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All the way to Germantown the houfes are very clofe together the 
properties being fo valuable as to prevent them from being very extenfive - 
there are few of the farms which exceed two hundred acms. Stone 
a ounds in tins diftrnft, and is found at a very i mall depth; it is uni¬ 
formly micacious free flone. Of this all the houfes are built. Thefe build¬ 
ings would not be reckoned handfome in Europe. They are good fmall 
homes, without elegance and without ornament; but in point of fize 
as wd as difiribution of the apartments, they afford their proprietor! 
7^ y ^?\ that C0mes Under the denomination of convenience and com- 

o?£ll5r e country houfe for thc rciaxation 


vjI^KMAiNTOWN. 

(en f ™”T n , !s a '™ s V ‘ llagC ' ncar tWO mi,es and a " half in ex¬ 
on h, f ^ Umber ° f ab0Ut * hrCe hu,,dred ’ arc a » built 
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The lands m all th,s d.ftnft coft from an hundred and fixty to two hun- 

th rorl fl flh' T W f 01 ' &mS; f ° me P arti ™hr acres, fituated on 
e road fide fell for from four to five hundred dollars. I was even told 

-.at u is not ca.y to procure it at that price ; and I was (ten a field 

o. dozen ot acres, the proprietor of which eftimates it at eivht hundred 
dollars the acre. The culture of f h;< ^ «. r., . 6 minarea 

„.4 • . . 1 thls P art the country is better attend- 

ed to, than in thofe parts which are at a diftanec from large towns • but it 

.s far from being m that forte of cultivation which it would be in Europe 
near fo good a market as that of Philadelphia. They raife a good deal of 
eat, and foil more lndwn-corn, but very little rye or oats. All the 

^aTp^M ■ “ tl,e “ - -tried to the 

Germar town a P th “ C ° ah * mm of pmvifions am as dear at 
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-3 leldom lugoer at Philadelphia than eleven pence, coils fifieen pence at 

German- 
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Germantown. All this country, and for a coniiderable way farther, is 
inhabited principally by Germans, and defeendants of Germans. The 
inhabitants are by no means intelligent, and they are part.eularly averfe 
to leave their old cuftoms for a new method which might be better, but 
they are induftrious, and their affiduity to labour counteracts, in feme 

meafure, their repugnance to all improvement. 

They manufacture in their families at Germantown a great quantity o 
wollen, cotton, and thread ftockings, which the farmers carry to market 
at Philadelphia with their provifions, and which are reckoned very 
durable. There are alfo fome tan-works at Germantown. We find 
here a Lutheran and a Prelbyterian church, befides a third lor the 
Quakers; an academy, and two other fchools of confiderable repute. 

~ I flopped at the houfe of my excellent and refpeCted friend Mr. Chew 
This houfe is celebrated as an important feene of a&ion in the battle o 
Germantown in 1777- Two hundred Englifh of the advance-guard of 
the army, repulfed by the Americans, were mclofcd m this place; and refi - 
ed the efforts of General Wafhington, who endeavoured to get the better 
of them with the affiftence of his artillery, and who, after the lofs of tour 
or five hundred men killed or wounded, was obliged to retreat, not eing 
able to follow up the advantage which his right had obtained, ini pene¬ 
trating to the middle of this village. General Wafhington was blamed 
at the time for perfifting fo much in carrying this houfe, whic 1 i no 
'contain fuch a number of Englifh as could at all have difconcerted lnm 
had he left it behind, and which would have fallen into his hands without 
a blow, had he joined the troops with which he made this unluccefsful 
.attack to thofe who were before him, and fucceeded in driving the enemy 
out of the village. This houfe, entirely built of the country ftone, bears 
on its walls marks of the American cannon balls and mufket bullets, a 
<xreat number of which had penetrated into the chambers by the win¬ 
dows. Theft bullets and balls are ftill flicking in the partitions, t e 
holes which contain them being only covered with plafler. Mr. Chew 
.was as at that time proprietor of this houfe, which was bui t ) 
him. He fold it in 1.7.79, with forty acres of land belonging to it, ot 
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about nine thousand dollars, and lad; fpring he repurchafed it, at the price 
of twenty-five thoufand dollars, without any improvement having been 
made on it. Labourers receive, in the environs of Germantown, a dollar 
a day of wages, during hay-making and harveft. The women employed 
to turn the hay are paid halt a dollar a day, all befides their diet, which 
is equal to half a dollar more. This diet confifls of coffee or chocolate, 
with ham to breakfafl; frefh meat and vegetables to dinner; tea and 
ham for fupper, and a pint of rum during the day. This is the manner 
in which labourers are fed in America; and if this diet appear expenfive 
to thofe who employ them, if this cxpcnce prevent them from being able 
to employ a great number, it is gratifying to fee how well a clafs of men, 
reckoned the loweft in Europe, is treated in this country, the only one 
where a man, whatever be his profeffion, is treated with refped; where 
all ranks are confidered as men. We may be told, that v/ere our Euro¬ 
pean labourers fed with coffee and frefh meat, they would not work bet¬ 
ter, or be better content. It is, in the firff place, not true, that they 
would not work better and be more happy, if they were better fed; and 
it is itill more certain, that were they treated with more refped, and 
more attention, they would confider themfelves lefs debafed, they w ould 
become better, they would feel with pride that they were a more noble 
branch of fociety, and confequently would be more interefted in its pre- 
fervation. Let us hope that the French revolution may, in this refined 
operate a happy change in the lot of the laborious clafs of mankind.’ 
\\ ithout this, liberty would be only a word without meaning, a pretext 


A cord of oak wood coils fix, and a cord of hickory from eight to ten 
dollars, at Germantown. Thus the lands covered with wood' which in 
the more diflant parts are of much lefs value than other grounds, are 
here the moft valuable. The wood from hence is carried to Philadel¬ 
phia principally in the winter time; the river not being navigable, it 
could not be conveyed by it. ° 
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THE ROAD TO CI’EMENT’s TAVERN.—SPRINGHOUSE. 

Germantown is in the county of Philadelphia, which the Bethlehem 
road does not get out of till five or fix miles farther on, at Clieinut-hill, 
a pretty village, w here there are eltablifhed a number of butchers, who 
carry to the market at Philadelphia the beef which they kill, and alfo fup- 
ply the neighbourhood. A little beyond Cheinut-hill we enter Montgo¬ 
mery county. The road, all the way to Clement’s Tavern, is a fucceffion 
of little hills and valleys, more or lefs extenfive, all in a good Hate of cul¬ 
tivation. The lands at Springhoufe are worth from forty to forty-five 
dollars the acre; the labourers receive here one or two lhillings Ids 
than at Germantown. The country abounds in oak ; and the great con- 
fumption of wood in lime-kilns keeps always up the price of a cord of 
oak to three dollars, and of hickory to five, although the lands under cul¬ 
ture are here lefs in proportion to the wood-lands than near Philadel¬ 
phia. Springhoufe is diftant from thence eighteen miles. 

Stone becoming lefs abundant, and every where deeper m the earth, 
after leaving Springhoufe houfes of ftone are lefs numerous, and thofe of 
wood confequently more common. The country to Clement s 1 avern 
continues to be of the fame defeription. This tavern, feven miles from 
Springhoufe, is fituated exactly on the boundaries of Montgomery and 
Buck’s counties. The lands here fell for from thirty-two to fixty dollars 
the acre. Labourers’ wages are the fame as at Springhoufe. Farm 
horfes coft from a hundred to a hundred and twenty dollars; eattle 
eighty dollars the pair; cows thirty dollars. As there is no oak in this 
neighbourhood, although the woods are Hill more numerous than at 
Springhoufe, the cord of hickory cofts here only four dollars. 1 he coun¬ 
try is all along peopled in a great meafure with German and Dutch fa 
milies. Clements is of Dutch defeent. His grandfather, who was a 
rich merchant, engaged in the Eaft India trade, came to America in 
1707. The lofs of feveral veffels having ruined his fortune, he collected 

the wreck of it to carry to Pennfylvania. His grandfon, the tavern- 

keeper, 
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keeper, is one of the befl men I have met with. He fhews, with a kind 
oi fatisfaefion, an old andiron, which his grandfather brought from Hol¬ 
land^ and which, a hundred years before that time, had made part of the 
furniture -of his father’s houfe. Clements fees in this old piece of furni 
tore, which is displayed in Ins kitchen, a family monument, which makes 
lum trace two hundred years of his genealogy, and in dilating upon that 
he exhibits a considerable fire, quite the reverfe of his amiable Simplicity, 

r v wi. ■«$ ? ■‘i-V •’" < «• rj/, --r’, » 

QUAKERSTOWN, AND THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM. 

The country becomes more mountainous as we proceed on from Cle¬ 
ment’s houfe; the valleys confequently are extenfive, and we find no 
onger granite but Sree-rftone, at leaft in the courSe of twenty miles The 
country is moffly covered with wood, although in feveral places the 
houSes are pretty ciofc, and the lands well cultivated. 

Quakerflown is a fm.ll village, the chief place of a fettlement of 
Quakets fpread through the townfhips of Upper and Lower Milford. 
Phefe townfhips were given to the Quakers about eighty years ago bv 
1 lam Penn. All the inhabitants, however, arc not Quakers ; feveral 
of tlie families which were firit fettled having quitted it, and been fuc- 
ceeded by others. The number of thefe at prefent is about three fern- 
red; and a number of other families alfo people the two townfhips, 
hich arc inhabited and well cultivated. 

If one may judge by the conversion of the Quaker who keeus the 
tavern where I flopped, the religion of that fed is the article which lead 

occupies the Quakers eftablifhed in this townfhip. Their farm is the 
conftant object of their thought. 

They arc laid to be very good farmers. They lay out the greatefl part 
o t lcir grounds in meadow, and they carry their butter, cheefe, calves, 
poultry, and the articles manufactured in their families, fucli as ftock- 
ings, linen, &c. to Philadelphia, near forty miles diftant. The frequency 
of their journics to Philadelphia is regulated by the extent of their farms, 
and the confequent quantity of their provifions. 
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Some of them go only once a fortnight, others every ten days; others, 
again, once a week ; and there is one individual who goes every market- 
day, that is twice a week. The quantity of provifions they carry alfo 
determines the manner of carriage, namely, whether on horfeback, m a 
cart with two horfes, or in a waggon with four horfes. They fet out on 
the evening, to reach Philadelphia by break of day, and return when they 
have fold all their goods ; which they never fail to do, even if they are 
obliged to low r er their price as the day advances. 1 heir horfes ftand 
unyoked near the carts all the market time, the oats with which. they 
feed them being brought from the farm with the provifions. This is the 
practice of all the farmers from Germantown to Quakerftown, and con- 
fiderably farther. They reckon that one cow yields five pounds of butter 
a week, that is to fay, to carry to market; for they only fell what is over 
the confumption of their own families, and none of them deny themfebes 
either butter, milk, cream, or fowls. I met on the road fome girls of 
eighteen on horfeback, travelling to Philadelphia,and carrying forty pounds 
weight of butter, with fome cheefe and poultry. Some of them travel 
alone ; and their youth and beauty, for the greater part ot them are very 
pretty, gives them no difturbance in a journey fo long, fo often repeated, 
and the greateft part of which is made in the night time: no perfon 
thinks of injuring them. This particular of American morals is truly 
admirable. 

The lands about Quakerftown are worth from thirty-two to fixty 
dollars; the wages of the labourers the fame as at Clement s 1 avern.. 
The culture of grain is here the fame as elfewhere in America, a good 
deal of maize, corn, and rye ; but the lands are either not at all or very 
badly manured: the dung is laid upon the grafs grounds. From Qua¬ 
kerftown to Bethlehem the country is ftill more mountainous t w e meet 
however frequently with extremely fertile valleys. Moft of the houfes 
are built of ftone; a good many of them, however, are eonftrufted of 
fquare beams of wood, and the interftices filled up with ftone. The barns 
are large, and moftly of wood. 

All this country, from Philadelphia to within a mile of Wilkfbarre, 
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formed part of the firfl purchafe made from the Indians by William 
Penn, and has been long cultivated and inhabited. We fee here few of 
thofe trunks of trees which remain often under foot fo long after the 
commencement of the operation of grubbing, and the country is almofl 
throughout as much cleared of wood as the generality of Europe. 

The mountains known under the name of the Lehigh Mountains, are, 
properly fpeaking, the firfl: chain which we meet from Philadelphia, the 
preceding ones being rather detached hills than mountains. This chain, 
which erodes the Sufquehannah near Harrifburg, lofes its name at the 
Delaware near Eaflon, and continues through Jerfey under another name. 
On the other fide of that mountain Hands Bethlehem, built on the con¬ 
flux of the river Lehigh, which falls into the Delaware near Eaflon, and 
ot the creek Manokily, which falls immediately at Bethlehem into the 
river Lehigh. 

BETHLEHEM.—DETAILS RESPECTING TPIE MORAVIANS. 

Bethlehem is inhabited by the Moravian brethren. It is the firfl: and 
moft confiderable of their fcttlements in America, and has thence ac¬ 
quired much celebrity. I have read in books of travels fo many different 
recitals refpeding the internal government of their fociety, their commu¬ 
nity of goods, their children being even taken away from the authority 
and fupcrintendance of their parents, as belonging to the fociety at large, 
and refpeding feveral other points of their government, that I was defirous 
to judge myfelf of the truth of thefe alTertions; and I have found at Beth¬ 
lehem frefh rcafon not to credit, without proof, the recitals of travellers. 
This indifputable truth is, however, rather delicate, to be avowed by one 
who is writing travels.. 

I fhall not go back to the origin of the Moravians, which their hi fie¬ 
ri an s fix at the year 1424 ;• to their perfection in Europe ; to. the- almofl: 
total diflolution of their fociety at the commencement of the feventeenth 
century ; nor to their reunion in 1/22, under the aufpices- of Count Zin- 
zendorff. I fhall fay nothing of their dodrines; all thefe fads are 
unconnected with their temporal government at Bethlehem, which is the 

only 
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only point I wiflied to know, and which I think is at this time intcrefo 
ing. 

In 1/40, the Count ZinzendorfF purchafed from Mr. Allan, who 
held it of Wiliam Penn, the diftriCl now called Bethlehem, with the 
view of there forming ah eftablifhment for the fociety of the Moravians. 
Although fome trees w r ere cut down in 1/41, it w r as not till 17-12 that 
the fettlement was begun. One hundred and forty Moravian brethren 
and filters arrived from Germany, and lettled there. iac!e families 
were poor, had no other dependence than their labour, and every thing 
was to be done to form a fettlement in this defert. They lived then in 
one general community, contrary to file rules and ufage or their fociety, 
but only from the neceiiity of circumfcances, which would have rendered 
the general pro grefs of their fociety more flow, and the fltuation of the 
individual families more inconvenient, if their labours and productions 
had been divided. This deviation from the conftitution of the Unity 
(for thus they call their whole fociety) was preferred by the fynod, 
which makes and alters the laws of all the Moravian people. Thus, un¬ 
der the order of the chiefs of the congregation eflabhflied at Bethlehem, 
they cleared the woods, made roads, and cultivated the lands; the wo¬ 
men fpan, wove, made their cloaths, and prepared their victuals. One 
Angle will animated the whole, and the produCt of each individuals la¬ 
bour ferved'indiforiminately to the fupport of the whole brother and 
flfterhood. The fathers and mothers being conftantly employed in la¬ 
bour, could not, without inconvenience to the community, give their at¬ 
tentions to their children. The fociety therefore appointed fome of the 
filters to take care of the whole ; the authority, however, and the fuper- 
intendcnce of the parents, was neither taken away nor diminifhed. At 
that time even, notwithstanding their community of goods, the brethren 
who received any money from their families or friends had the free dil 
pofal of it. If any of them veiled their property in the common flock 
it w as voluntarily, and the efFeClofa zeal and diflnterelledncls of which 
there were but few examples. The brethren poflefled of any private 

property, had frequently their children with them; they clothed them 
1 1 ' better; 
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better; and the care which they took of them in infancy, a charge con- 
fidered a relief to the fociety, was a proof that at Bethlehem the children 
were not, as has been alleged, the property of the community, and that 
it was no part of the inflitution to make the members renounce all pri- 
\ate property. In proportion as the fettlement advanced, and their la¬ 
bour became lefs urgent, the fociety of Bethlehem faw the inconveni¬ 
ences attending a community of labour, produce, and enjoyment.. The 
paffions, the vices, and the virtues of man, have every where nearly the 
fame character. The active brethren killed themfelves with work, while 
tiie idle took little trouble. "I hole who reflected difeovered, that what¬ 
ever fatigue they endured, their fituation was nowife ameliorated ; and 
that mduflry,. the indifputable property of every man, afforded them not 
a fingle advantage. Reflexion then had the fame effeft on the indullri- 
ous, as their natural difpofition had on the idle; the ardour for labour no 
longer continued ; the fociety did not profper, and the moll of its mem¬ 
bers were difeontented. 

Thefe joint confiderations induced them, in 17 O 2 , to change the fyf- 
tem of the community. The fociety of Bethlehem was now eflablifhed 
on the rules of the foeieties in Europe, and recalled to the true conflitu- 
tion of the fociety at large ; it is under this fyflem that it has been re¬ 
gulated fmee that epoch, as well as all the other Moravian congregations 
ellablifhed elfew r here in America. 

By the prefent ordonnances, the communion of property is done away 
m favour of the individuals; it only continues as to the government of 
the fociety, and it exifls partially. The territorial property, as well as 
the profits of the tavern, the flore, the farm, the faw-mills, oil-mills, 
corn-mills, and fulling-mills, the tannery, and the dyeing manufactory! 
belong to the fociety, which from thefe funds is enabled to provide for 
the poor, for the payment of debts, and of the public taxes. Ih all other 
refpects every brother enjoys the abfolute property of whatever he can. 

earn by his labour, be it what it may, and of the gifts which he may 
receive. J 

The government of the fociety is veiled in. the biihop, the minifler, 

the 
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the intendant, and the infpc<Stors, male and female, ot the different gih- 
fions of the iocicty, which are five in number, tnc young men un- 
married ; the unmarried lifters ; the widows ; the married brethren and 
■fillers, and the fchools. The intendant has the exclufive adminiftration 
of the property of the fociety; but he mull advife with a committee, 
compofed of from eight to ten members, and chofen by the brethren at 
large. In the name of the intendant they carry on all their tranfadions, 
grant leafes of houfes and lands, fecurities for borrowed money, dif- 
charges, &c. All the houfes, however, creded in the town of Beth¬ 
lehem, and the four thoufand acres belonging to it, are not the property 
of the fociety, nor even the greater part ot them; they belong to bre¬ 
thren, who have built upon land for which they pay rent to the fociety. 
The amount of this rent is two-pence the foot in front, by twenty feet 
In depth. The houfe built by the brother is his abfolute property ; he 
can leave it to his wife or his children, in the fame way as he can his 
other efteds, or he can fell it; only he cannot convey it but to a bro¬ 
ther, who has obtained from the dire&ory permiftion to purchafe it, with 
the burthen of the rent attached to it, and which perpetually remains. 

The diredors having the government of the fociety, mult admit into 
their territory thofe only who they think will not difturb the fociety. 
In the contrads of leafe made by the intendant, with the advice ot the 
committee, to thofe intending to build a houfe, or to thofe who pur¬ 
chafe a houfe, it is always ftipulated, that it the proprietor lhall be de- 
firous of quitting it, and cannot find a purchafer who may be agreeable 
to the fociety, the fociety is to purchafe it at a price declared by a law, 
w hich alfo fixes the terms of payment. Garden ground, or land in the 
country, is let at fix fliillings the acre. Befides the government farm 
appropriated to the benefit of the fociety, there are fix or feven fmaller 
farms belonging to it. Thefe are let to tenants who pay a third part ot 
their produce, and who alfo pay fix fliillings ol rent for their garden 
grounds. Thefe tenants are all at prefent Moravians; but this condi¬ 
tion is nowife indifpenfable. Sometimes the farms are let to other per- 
fons, only the fociety mull be fatisfied as to their charader and bchai i- 

our; 
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our; and they will not receive as tenants thofe of whom they have not 
received a fatisfaclory account. 

I he iociety could eafdy procure a higher price, and might at once clear 
two thousand five hundred acres, which ft ill remain in wood, if they 
would admit Grangers, or at leaft not referve to themfelves this choice of 
thoic who older to take their farms; but they are defirous beyond every 
tuing- of preferving what they call good order, union, and morality ; and 
to this they facrifice. the augmentation of their revenues. 

The town of Bethlehem is inhabited by between five and fix hundred 
perfons, all of the brother or fifterhood. They have workmen of every 
kind; but thefe cannot fettle there without the permiflion of the direc¬ 
tors, who differ no workmen of the fame bufmefs, but as far as they are 
neceffary for the inhabitants. If more were to be permitted, they could 
not live by their trade. At the fame time, the price of all kinds of work 
is fixed, to prevent the want of rivalfhip from putting it in the power of 
the workmen to make exorbitant demands; but the prices of the country 
around regulate thofe of the town. Beyond that the workmen are inde¬ 
pendent of the fociety in conducting their bufinefs. They purchafe 
with their money what articles they have occafion for; they fell them as 
they think proper; the profits belong to them, without their accounting 
to the fociety, or even paying any tax. The only tax indeed which is 
levied, and which is common to all the inhabitants of the town, is for 
keeping up the roads, lamps, feats in the church, pumps, and refervoirs. 

is tax is every four or five years impofed upon each family by name 
according to the opinion of the committee of his means; but it is fo’ 
moderate, that the families confidered the richefl in the town do not pay 
above thirty Ihillings or four dollars a year. This tax is paid every fix : 
months; and if it happen that, at the end of the year, the committee 
find that the money raifed is not iufficient to cover the expences, they 
demand double or treble of the laft payment; and on the other hand, 
t icy demand nothing, when the expence is not fo great as the tax fixed, 
j, S *° the P ubl,c ta xes, which in Pennfylvania, as I have already repeat¬ 
edly obferved, are only the taxes of the county, the fociety pays thefe out . 
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of its funds. Thcfc funds proceed from the lands, and the profits of the 
referved branches of manufactures or commerce. Kach of the brethren 
out at the head of thefe different eftablifhments receives a falary from, 
the fociety, to which lie pays in the profits, after the expence of his own 
and family’s living and cloathing. The committee requires no detailed, 
account of his management: he has received fo much money—there re¬ 
mains fo much in his hands. Such is the account given in by the tavern-, 
keeper, the farmer, the miller, the ftofe-keeper, &c. When the direc¬ 
tors are told of the poffibility of fuch perfons cheating the fociety, they 
will not admit it; becaufe, fay they, ail their characters are known to 
us; their actions are fo public, that if they were difhoneft they could not 
be fo long without being difeovered, and they would then be difmiffed. 
They confider that unlimited confidence as benevolence, brotherly cha¬ 
rity, &c. They add to the defence of this motive—that a man nar¬ 
rowly watched is more excufable in robbing, than one in whom con¬ 
fidence is placed; and they affirm, that they never have had reafon to 
repent of this rule of confidence. It appears, however, that their differ¬ 
ent branches bring them in very little. The fociety does not draw a. 
dollar an acre free from their farms. The ftore, extremely well fupplied,, 
which fells a great deal in the neighbourhood, does not produce annually 
above eight hundred dollars. The tavern, although it has a great deal of 
cuftom, does not clear more than fourfeore dollars; and the fame is the 
cafe with refpedt to all the other branches in their hands. Induftry is 
naturally flackened, when it is not excited by intereft. The whole of 
the revenues of the fociety of Bethlehem does not amount to eight thou- 
fand dollars a year upon an average, and their expences are nearly equal 
to that income. In the fir ft place, they have to pay to the direftion of 
the Unity refident in America,- one-fixteenth part of their revenues, to 
contribute to the expences of the miffionaries employed by the Unity 
among the Indians of North America, and a penfton to them when fu- 
perannuated. Five other fixteenths pay the intereft of the fums bor¬ 
rowed for the purchafe of lands and improvements; finally, their falaries 
are to be paid. The fociety accounts to a general college, w T hich tranf- 
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ads the bufinefi of the Unity, the neat fums remaining, after payment 
ot all expences; and the college have the power of determining what part 
of it fliall be lent to them, in order to contribute to the railing of a fund 
of feventy-two thoufand dollars, which the Unity has granted to the 
three daughters of Count Zinzcndorff, and of which they pay the inte- 
rell, until they fhall be able to difeharge the principal to them or their 


defendants. 


I hat part of the revenues of the particular focieties fent to the general 
college, is alfo meant to contribute to the other general expences of the 
Unity. The college has power to call for what portion of the revenue 
they think proper, but they never demand above a fmaii part, becaufe 
the particular focieties have each of them debts, which it is neceffary for 
them to liquidate; befides, thefb focieties, and particularly that of Beth¬ 
lehem, fettle in mortmain fome part of their revenues every year. It 
hkewife fometimes happens, that the revenues of the year are not equal 
to the neceffary expenditure; in which cafe the intendant is author!fed 
by the committee to make a loan. A great part of the fum borrowed 
is lent by the brethren, who receive intereft generally at the rate of five 
per cent, and are repaid their principal at any time upon fix months 
previous demand. The fociety’s treafurer is therefore at the fame time 
the bank of the brethren, but who may place their monev 



titled to appoint one 
is defrayed by the fo¬ 
cieties 
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cicties who fend the deputies, induces the diredories of the American 
focieties to delegate their powers to thofe named by the brethren. The 
bifhops are entitled, if they think proper, to attend the fynod, inde¬ 
pendent of the other deputies of the fociety to which they belong. In 
the fvnod, when affembled, is veiled the fovereignty. They alone have 
a right to alter the regulations, as well fpiritual as temporalthey con¬ 
firm or annul the appointment of the principal officers made during them 
recefs ; and finally, they receive the accounts of all the general concerns, 
and decide thereon ultimatelythey are convened every feven years, 
and remain affembled for two or three months ; they name a college, 
compofed of thirteen members, who, during their recefs, manage t e 
o-eneral affairs of the Unity, appoint the principal officers, direct the mi - 
fions, regulate the affairs, intereft, difeipline, &c. The fittings of the 
college are held a league from Hernutt in Upper Lufatia ; their func¬ 
tions continue during the recefs of the fynod. On the meeting of the 
fynod their powers ceafe, and they are re-eftabliffied by the fynod at the 
end of their feffion, either from among the former members, or new 
ones are appointed, according to the will of the fynod. J . 

4s to the general diredory of America, their functions are to watch 
over the intends of the Unity in North America, and particularly to 
dired the miffions in that part of the world.. It is compofed of two 
agents of the general college, fent to fuperintend the management of the 
property belonging to the Unity, fuch as certain farms 01 tra<f s o an 
in different parts of America, and particularly, the fifteen thoufand acres 
granted by the United States, beyond the Ohio, on the Mufcmgum> to- 
die Moravian miffionaries. The bifhops of America, the. preacher of 
Nazareth, and the minifter of Bethlehem, are alfo members. The.direct 
tory names to certain fundions in the American congregations, which 
urgency requires to be filled up before the general college can be con 
fulted, as - the intendant, the biffiop, the mmifters, &c. Except this, 
the diredory has no authority as a body over the affairs of the focieties, 
which, as I have mentioned above, have each its diredory and corn 

mittee. The biffiop ordains the bifhops, preachers, and pnefls; theo 
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!uft may alfo be ordained by each other. The bibops have very been- 
i erable falanes, as may be judged from the bilhop of Bethlehem. Mr. 
JUrnheim, a man of fourfeore, who has no other domeltic fervant than 
is own daughter, and who I found baking cakes, which he fells to in- 
creafe his living. His falary is two hundred and thirty dollars, befides 
. emg fupphed with wood and lodging. The higheft falaries paid by the 
Unity do not exceed three hundred dollars. 

I have already mentioned, that the Bethlehem fociety i, divided into 
*' e departments, each under the direction of an inlpcctor or infpeiSrefs • 
am! in this office we find the temporal adminiflration of the. fociety in 
fome degree mixed with its difcipline. The unmarried brethren.live to¬ 
gether in a leparate houfe, that is, they eat and fleep there, but they do- 
no work there, it they can find work elfewhere. Moll of them are ap- 
prentices or journeymen in the fbops of the fociety, or to the artificers 

"f °™' The mone y " Wch they earn is their own, only they mull, 
pay or their board, and tor keeping up the building where they’lodge, 
as well as their portion of the tax impofed upon that houfe for the public 
expences ot the town. All thefe expences, including their cloaking 
may amount at prefent to forty-five dollars, while their earnings mav be 
from a hundred to a hundred and ten. Thofe who, for want of work 
out of doors, are employed in the houfe, are paid for their labour by the 
m peflor, w-ho employs them, the amount of their board, and their' 
o er contributions to the common expences being firfl. deducted. Thus 
the brethren of this houfe cofl the fociety nothing. The fame is the 
cae with regard to t„e unmarried fillers, feme of whom are employed in 

h ? i tOW “ aS fe "' antS and cook ' m aids. Thefe have' their 

the'l "f ' gmg ‘" the tonuUes whcre ^><7 ate employed, and pay to 
e houfe tour or five dollars a year towards the common expences, 

l ms contribution preserves to them the right of entering into that houfe 
w icn they pleafc The greater part of them, however, arc employed in 
the. houfe mfewing and .embroidery; they are paid for their work by 
the mfpecWs, who fells-it for the benefit of the houfe. The profit of 
theie works contributes to maintain the poor, who are not numerous., 
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The girls, from the price they receive for their work fro,p, the mfpcc. 
trefs, pay their board and their portion ot the charges ot the houh, « ic i 
amounts to the fame turn as that paid by the brethren. Thus tins de¬ 
partment is no longer an expence upon the fociety ; on the contrary it 
relieves the fociety from the maintenance ot a great part, and o cn e 
whole of the poor. The unmarried fitters tie their flat bonnets under 
their chin with a red ribbon; the married women tie theirs with a bine, 

and the widows theirs with a white ribbon. 

It is not however compulfory, upon either the young men or women, , 
to reflde in thefe common houfes; their relations may take the entire 
difpofal of them-keep them at home, or fend them to other fchooh, as 
they think proper. The brethren of eafy fortunes, tor example, fcl 
fend their daughters to the fitters houfe; and there are alfo fitters at flic 
houfe of Bethlehem who belong to Moravian families not refnlent in 1 = 
town, and who often come from very diftant parts. 

As to the widows houfe, it is fupported by the fociety ; and all the 
work they can do goes to the benefit of the houfe, when it is not fuffi- 
.cient to defray their expences. 

There has, for about fifteen years, been inflituted among the Moran 
brethren a fort of voluntary fociety in favour of widows. The members 
contribute each fifteen or twenty pounds, or from forty to fifty dollars. 
The intereft of that fum is fettled upon the widows of the contributors, 
and betters their living if they reflde in the widows houfe, or is paid to 
them to affill their own houfe-keeping, if they live by themfelves. 13 
fociety is not confined to Bethlehem. The brethren of any of the el a- 
blifhments in America may become members ; and the capita eing 
pofited at Bethlehem, the intereft is paid at the refpeftive places ot reU- 
dence of the widows of the contributors. This fociety has alfo its par¬ 
ticular regulations; one, for example, by which a brother in a angerous 

{late of health cannot be admitted to fubferibe. . , 

The fchools are under the direction of an infpe&or and mlpectre • 
There is an academy for the reception of young ladies from other p*rts> 
who receive there the ufual education of females, even 
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daughters of-the brethren are like wife received there. This eftablifh- 
ment fupports itfelf in refped to its private expences, the keeping up the 
buildings, and the contribution to the public charges. The board is 
forty-five dollars a year, and fix dollars more for fuch of them as are 
taught mufic. The daughters of the fociety may be fent to this fchool, 
but their board muft be paid by their relations. The fociety pays for 
the daughters of thofe who receive a falary from them, and alfo for the 
children of the poor. The daughters of the brethren not being boarders, 
the expence of their education is lefs. There are at this day fixty-fix of 
the boarders, who are flrangers, from different parts of the United States 
and the Antilles. This academy is in great reputation. The-govemefl'es 
appear to me to be attentive, and fome of the fcholars have made con- 
fiderable proficiency in drawing, writing, and embroidery, and play tole¬ 
rably upon the piano. At the fame time, as the millrefles are never 
chofen but from among the fifterhood, and as few of them have had 
any education other than at this fchool, it is not to be expected that all 
of them can be always of fufficient ability. A new building, added four 
or fiv e years ago to the eftabhfhment, has been ere&ed, by means of a 

fum of money borrowed for that purpofe, the interell of which is paid 
by the fchool. r 

There is alfo, at Bethlehem, under the direction of the minifter, afmall 
fchool for boys, where they are taught merely to read and write, and the 
firfi: rules of arithmetic. 

The laft department, namely, that of the brethren and fillers is 
wholly a department of difeipline. The married people refide in their 
own houfes, and the infipedors and infpeclrefi'es have no concern with 
them, but to give advice when their conduct has been improper, as 
friends, as neighbours, and as divines. They have no farther influence 
or luperintendance of their actions or their concerns. 

The Moravian is a religious fociety. Religion, the exadt mainte¬ 
nance of the creed of their doctrines, their worlhip, and their manners 
and culloms, which they confider neceflary to the exatf: obfervance of 
that creed, and which they believe to be alone preferibed by the rofpcl. 
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is the lole end of -their regulations, their difeipline, and even their rela¬ 
tions in point of temporal intereft. With this religious intention is 
eftablifhed the exact fuperintendance of the dire&ory of the fociety over 
the conduct of its members, and the care not to allow ftrangers to fettle 
among them. They are in this refpeCt monks, but tolerant and mild 
monks, although feveral articles of their difeipline would be thought fe- 
vere, and even ridiculous, according to the received ideas in other coun¬ 
tries. 

For example, there is no communication allowed between the young 
•men and women. When a young man means to marry, he fignifies his 
wifli to the infpeCtor, and mentions the girl he is defirous of making his 
wife, but to whom he has never fpoken. The infpeCtor applies t<5 the 
infpeCtrefs of the girls, who, if the judges that the character of the young 
woman is not incompatible with the character given of the youth by the 
infpeCtor, propofes it to her; the girl may refute, but is not allowed to 
fay whom the would prefer. The parents are confulted ; and the direc¬ 
tory give their fanCtion, or rejeCt the propofal of the marriage thus far 
advanced, if they think that the youth will not be able, by his labour, to 
maintain his wife and children, or if they lee in it any other danger 
likely to accrue to the good order of the fociety;—but thefe refufals are 
rare. The regulation by which the man is not allowed to converfe with 
the woman before his having afked and obtained her in marriage, has, in 
the opinion of the Moravians, the advantage of preventing all kind ot 
deduction, and confequently, fay they, all danger ot improper conduCt. 
Marriage is, according to them, a fpiritual union: the brethren and 
fitters being filled with the Holy Spirit, live more cordially together; their 
union is more durable, than if it were founded on a choice of their hearts, 
which might deceive them. They even regard the affeCtion which pre¬ 
cedes marriage as a difpofition contrary to the fanCtity of marriage; and 
they carry this opinion fo far, that when it happens, which is not without 
examples, though they are extremely rare, that a brother and a fifter had 
privately a too intimate connection, thefe cannot afterwards be married 

together. The crime is kept private with the infpeCtors and the direc¬ 
tory. 
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tor\ The girl is reprimanded, but with mildnefs; kept with the reft 
if Ihe feem to repent; and married to another young man, if afked by 
any one, but never to her favourite, at leaft unlefs both of them renounce 
the fociety. 

Marriage takes place, not only between the youth of the fame focisty, 
but between thofe of different Moravian focietics. When a manor a wo¬ 
man willies to marry a perfon of another religion, they are not pre¬ 
vented, if they perfifi in their refolution, in fpite of the advice of their 
infpeftors and the directory, it being the principle of the Moravian fo¬ 
ciety, never to compel any perfons to continue in it againft their incli¬ 
nation ; but they arc then coiilidered to belong no longer to the fociety, 
and muft quit it. Examples of this lometimes happen, as the girls, 
whofe relatives live it a diftance, have permiffion to vifit their family, 
and occalionally meet young men whom they prefer to the Moravian 
brethren propofed to them by their infpeftreffes. 

The girls in the houle of the lifters are not kept Ihut up ; they have 
liberty to go out; but, as the fociety is fmall, the practice of watching 
them is lo univerfal, that all their aftions are known ; and the Ipirit of 
the lehgion in whidi they are educated and kept, prevents them front 

every aft, however innocent, which the fociety coniiders irregular_as, 

for example, to fpeac to a young man. This fpirit of watchfulnefs and 
of religion is alike extended to thofe of the fillers who are employed a* 
domeftics in families, and are thus lefs under the immediate and con- 
ftant eye of the infpeftrefs; and this lyftem extends towards the young 
men and women of other religions, employed in the different eftablilh- 
ments of the fociety. The flighteft converfation with an unmarried 
woman is a ground to expel the offender from the precinfts of the fo¬ 
ciety ; and as this rigid law is known to ftrangers before they enter into 
the fervice, it is very rarely infringed. 

The direftors informed me, that this law to prevent all commerce 
between the unmarried of the two fexes, originated in the fervour 
of the young females at the time of the rdloration of the fociety in 
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1722 \ that they eflablifhed it among themfelves, and it thence became 
an eflential article of difciphnc of the fociety. 

The fociety, however, is defirous of encouraging marriage; and with 
juftice, if they wifh their perpetuity, as they would receive little addition 
from flrangers, were they even willing to admit them. But, as I have 
already faid, their grand objed is to preferve their dodrines, their difei- 
pline, and their fundamental cuftoms, which prefent confiderable ob- 
tlacles to marriage. A young man will not marry, who does not fee how 
he is to gain his bread, and maintain his family comfortably. He can only 
be an artizan ; and the number of thefe is circumfcribed in Bethlehem* 
as well as in all the other Moravian focieties. The belt fhoemaker, fmith, 
or other perfon, cannot fet up in his trade, while the very confined num¬ 
ber of artifans of the fame bulinefs is full. 1 he fociety ha\e a fufficient 
quantity of land in wood to clear, which a number of young people 
would be difpofed to rent; but Hill they would not be fo immediately, 
as is wifhed, under the eye of the diredory ; they might perhaps relax in 
their religion, in the leverity of manners exaded as the means of keeping 
it up, and on thefe grounds the fociety have refufed them ; whence it 
follows, that marriages are by no means frequent, and that there are to 
be found in the houfe of the fillers, unmarried women as far advanced in 
life as among the widows. Thus, notwithflanding the American fecun¬ 
dity, of which the married fillers have their fliare, the fociety diminifhes 
rather than increafes. 

The Moravian brethren and fillers receive no dowry from the fociety 
on their marriage, but they enjoy the favings which they may have made 
in a Hate of celibacy. Befides, every brother may poffefs property out of 
the precinds of the fociety. There is one of them who has fpeculated 
largely 111 land, and is proprietor of feveral thoufand acres, not only 
in different parts of Pennfylvania, but alfo in the other Hates. How¬ 
ever, this occupation of augmenting his fortune is confidered as a kind of 
relaxation of principle. It is not contrary to any of the Hatutes of the 

fociety, but it is contrary to their fpirit; they do not forbid it, but it is 

not 
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not approved of by rigid Moravians. A Moravian brother has ereded 
a wooden bridge over the river Lehigh, built by a fubfcription, to which 
a number of the other brethren have contributed. 

I have already obferved, that Hangers may be received into the Mora¬ 
vian fociety as brethren : the condition of their admiffion is—that they 
lhall live for fome months under the eye of the fociety, conformably to 
its fpirit, do&rines, and principles ; and finally, their confent to follow 
the rules of the fociety is declared by their fignature. Every Moravian 
brother alfo, upon his marriage, or fetting up houfekeeping, muft fub- 
•fcribe to the ftatutes. One of their rules is, that they fhall not apply 
to courts of law to fettle any difputes among them, whether of a 
civil or criminal nature; the committee, which is the intendant’s coun¬ 
cil, is the tribunal appointed to fettle their differences, by way of arbitra¬ 
tion. Their judgment has no force, except as it is given by the confent 
of parties, who ftill have it in their power to appeal to the courts of juf- 
tice of the country ; but their doing fo excludes them from the fociety. 
The difputes between the brethren and Itrangers are determined by the 
ordinary tribunals, without the fpirit of the fociety being thereby af- 
febled. It is the fame with any difputes which the fociety itfelf, as a 
proprietor, may have with neighbours, merchants, or others. 

As to the practice of worlhip, it confifts in prayers and fermons twice 
a week, which all the members of the fociety muft attend, unleis they 
have very good reafons for abfence; and prayers every morning and even¬ 
ing, at which the young brethren and fillers aflift, the two fexes being 
feated in different fides of the church. 

The Moravian brethren and fillers are all Germans, or defeendants of 
Germans, and thus German is the common language at Bethlehem, 
many of the inhabitants not Ipeaking any other. They have all a fimple, 
agreeable, and tranquil mein. The directors fay that they are very happy; 
but lo fay alfo the heads of convents in refpeft of their monks and nuns. 
It would be neceffary to remain fome time with them to difeover the 
truth. Nothing Ihews itlelf in their countenances, either of great latif- 
fa&ion or dilcontent; they are cold, flow, and want external expreffion. 
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The Bethlehem fociety is independent of the others in refped tamat- 
ters of interefl and property, as the others are of it; but all are under 
the fame fyflem, and all depend alike upon the general college and the 
fynod. When the college wifhes to make a new eftablifhment in Ame¬ 
rica, they intruft it to the general diredory of the Unity in America, 
who communicate the matter to the different focieties. Thefe lend mo¬ 
ney for the undertaking, and propofe to the brethren to go and become 
members of the new eflablifhment. The brethren may refufe, but they 
rarely do; and on thefe occafions it is that marriages are moft numerous. 
An eflablifhment is at prefent propofed near the river Mufkingum, be¬ 
yond the Ohio. In this manner was formed the eftablifhment of Salem 
in North Carolina, in 1754 , where the prefent bifhop of Bethlehem, 
then a fimple minifler, told me he cut the firft tree ; another near Lan- 
cafler, in Penniylvania, and another, twenty years ago, in the county of 
Suffex in Jerfey, at Mount Hope. 

I here conclude this long detail of the fociety of Bethlehem. I owe 
my acknowledgments to the Bifliop, to the Intendant, to Mr. Hosfield 
the poftmafter, a man of fenfe, and much efteemed in the fociety; and 
to Mr. Cunow, one of the members of the general diredory of the 
Unity in America, fent about a year ago from Europe to fill this office, 
after being a member of the fynod, and for feven years fecretary to the 
general college. He is an enlightened and fenfible man, and one whofe 
converfation difeovers great fincerity and purity of heart, 

NAZARETH, CHRISTIAN-BROWN, AND GNADENTHAL. 

Mr. Cunow wifhed to condud me to Nazareth, another Moravian fo¬ 
ciety, fix miles diflant from Bethlehem, which was eflablifhed fo late as 
17 71 , and is peopled with about two hundred perfons, including the 
academy, where the brethren are inflruded in arithmetic, drawing, mu- 
fic, mathematics, and the French and Englifh languages. A confider- 
able number of pupils come from other parts to this feminary, which ha? 
feme reputation ; but the mailers appear to me very indifferent, at leafl 
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in refped of drawing, mufic, and French, which they cannot fpeak, and 
which they appear to able only to read, but not to pronounce. They 
feem to be much inferior to the fillers academy at Bethlehem. Hence 
the ft rangers who come to ftudy here, are not from the United States, 
out moftly from the illands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, and Antigua, where 
the Moravian brethren have miffionaries. The board, including the ex- 
pence of cloathing, amounts to near two hundred dollars a year. The 
brethren pay for their children, and the different Moravian focieties in 
America pay for the young brethren whom they fend, when their parents 
cannot afford it, and for thofe whom the directory confider of diftin- 
guilhed talents. In other refpedts the fyftem of the fociety of Nazareth 
is the fame as that of Bethlehem, and all the others. 

Near Nazareth there is another little Moravian fociety, confifting of 
thirty houfes. Independent of thefe, there are alfo a number of Mora¬ 
vians fpread through among the environs of Bethlehem and Nazareth, 
as well as in other parts of America; but thefe are only admitted to what 
they call the communion, and are not members of the fociety. Naza¬ 
reth is fituated in a beautiful valley, of greater extent than that of Beth¬ 
lehem, and more pleafant; but the river Lehigh and Manokify-creek 
give to the appearance and fituation of Bethlehem an agreeable richnefs, 
which is altogether wanting at Nazareth. 

Before arriving at this place, we paffed two farms, Chriftian-brown 
and Gnadenthal, belonging to the Moravian Unity, and thus out of the 
direction of the focieties of Bethlehem and Nazareth. They are under 
the fuperintendance of two directors appointed by the general college, 
and of thefe Mr. Cunow, with whom I was, is one. Thefe farms com¬ 
prehend two thoufand five hundred acres, of which only eight hundred 
and ten are cleared. They are very well fituated, and the lands excel- 
lent—-they bear from twenty-five to thirty-five bufhels of corn the acre: 
thofe in meadow yield in proportion, and yet they do not bring the re¬ 
venue a clear profit of fix lhillings the acre; I fpeak of the lands cleared. 
The want of hands, and the great expence of thofe that can be got, is 
made an excufc for this bad order of things, but it appears to me rather 
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the fruit of ignorance and negligence. Some farms are let to tenants, 
who pay as rent one-half of their winter, and one-third of their fummer 
produce ; and thefe bring more profit to the Unity. 

Mr. Cunow appeared fenfible of the impropriety of the prefent bad 
management of thefe farms, and was employed in reforming it. 

In commending, with him, the zeal of the Moravians to propagate 
the gofpel among the Indians, I fpoke to him of the benefit it would be 
to propagate in America a good method of culture, which would be 
eafy to them in the eftablifhment of their farms. They might employ 
fome Englifh Moravian farmers, and form in their farms a fchool of 
agriculture, where a number of young American farmers might be in- 
ftrudted at once. Such an eftablifhment would undoubtedly, from the 
high price of labour, increafe their expences for fome years ; but that in¬ 
convenience, which might probably be an invincible obftacle to an indi¬ 
vidual, could not be fo to a fociety. It would foon be repaid an hundred 
fold by their produce, and the benefit which fuch an eftablifhment would 
render to the country, would be an everlafting honour to this benevolent 
and beneficent fociety. Mr. Cunow appeared to me not to be infen- 
fible of this idea, the realifation of which would produce innumerable 
happy confequences to the United States. 

THE ROAD TO EASTON.—EASTON. 

The country from Bethlehem to Nazareth, and from Nazareth to 
Eafton, is a fucceflion of little hills and vallies more or lefs extenfive. 
Many fituations on this road afford very agreeable profpefts. The houfes 
are numerous, and have the air of comfort. The price of land in all this 
tra<5t is from twenty-four to forty-eight dollars the acre. 

Eafton is built on the conflux of the rivers Lehigh and Delaware. It 
is the capital of the county of Northampton, which has twenty-fix thou- 
fand inhabitants. The land which is the fite of the town is about two 
hundred acres in extent, lying compadtly between the river and the 
mountains; it is nothing but land and pebbles, and the mountains which 

furround 
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fur round it are compofed of calcareous {tone. The fituation of this 
ground, its compofttion, and a comparifon of it with other lands around, 
leave no doubt that it muft have formerly been the bed of the rivers, 
which have changed their courfe. This city, confiftingfof one hundred 
and fifty houfes, moftly of {tone, contains the public buildings of the 
county. The inhabitants are moftly Germans, or their defcendents. 
The city was begun to be built in 1750, and has gradually increafed. 
Almoft the whole of the land, as well as a great part of the land in the 
neighbourhood, belonged to the family of Penn. At the time of the re¬ 
volution, a great number of perfons feized upon it unlawfully; and it 
was not till 1794 that the Penn family were reftored to their right, upon 
a fettlement with the poffeffors, and received from them a price not 
equal to the prefent value, but confiderably more than it was worth at 
the time of the ufurpation. Thofe who refufed were compelled by 
law. 

Eafton has a confiderable trade in corn with Philadelphia. There be- 
long to this city, and ftand within feven miles round it, eleven good 
mills, upon the fame conftrubtion as thofe of Brandywine. They fend 
annually thirty-five thoufand barrels of flour to the Philadelphia market. 
A part of Jerfey, in the neighbourhood of the Delaware, and which en¬ 
joys no creek capable of turning mills, fend their corn to the mills about 
Eafton, as do all the county of Northampton. The Delaware is navigable 
for veflels of a confiderable burthen a hundred miles higher than Eafton. 
The veflels from Eafton to Philadelphia carry feven hundred barrels of 
flour. 

The town lots, which are twenty feet in front and two hundred in 
depth, are fold at from two hundred and forty to five hundred dollars, 
according to their fituation. The lands in the neighbourhood are worth 
from twenty-five to an hundred dollars the acre. This country, like all 
the reft of Pennfylvania, is covered with fine orchards. They feem to 
begin to know fomething of the difference of the kinds of trees, and the 
advantage of grafting. The labourers are paid from four to five {hillings 
a day in the country about Eafton. Mafons and carpenters receive in 
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the town a dollar and a quarter. Meat colls five pence a pound, and is 
in great abundance. Board colls here three dollars a week, and houfes 
let at forty-five dollars. 

THE ROAD TO BELVIDERE.—BELVIDERE 

The river Delaware is throughout the boundary between the Hate of 
Pennfylvania and that of New Jerfey. It is narrow at Eallon, and there 
are now collecting wood to erect a bridge over it, the abutments of 
which on each fide are already built: until it be finilhed, the river is 
crolfcd in a very good ferry-boat. Being defirous of viewing the banks 
of this river, I went fo far out of my road to follow them-. The road to 
Belvidere, w'hich I took, is all along through the Scotch Mountains, and 
the little hills, which in this trad almoll uniformly border the river, 
amidll an agreeable fucceffion of large vallies, from three to fix or feven 
miles in extent. The country is filled with well built houfes, pretty 
clofe together. The lands are of a good quality, and in a flate of high 
cultivation; even fome of the declivities of the mountains are cleared, 
and are very productive. The whole of this road prefents a fucceffion ot 
profpeCts, not extenfive, but rich and agreeable. In three or four places 
we lofe intirely the little hills which border the Delaware, and enjoy a 
view towards Philadelphia, through vallies much more extenfive, Hill 
better cultivated and inhabited than thofe of Jerfey, and which is ter¬ 
minated by the Blue Mountains. Thefe profpeCls are rich, varied, and 
delightful. The Pifquefi-creek, which empties itfelf into the Delaware 
at Belvidere, is the only water to be found in the trad from Eafton, 
which is more than fourteen miles, and the corn of all that diflriCt is 
- carried to the Eaflon mills. This creek, which has a courfe of thirty 
miles, is at Belvidere broad and rapid. Two fucceffive falls, of from fif¬ 
teen to twenty feet each, turn corn and faw-mills. The corn-mills fend 
their flour to Philadelphia, and are fupplied with grain in the neighbour¬ 
hood, where it is produced in great quantities. This traffic is carried on 
by the Delaware; but the navigation of that river, although it is open 
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for an hundred and fifty miles higher, is rendered difficult and danger 
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the town a dollar and a quarter. Meat cofts five pence a pound, and is 
in great abundance. Board cofts here three dollars a week, and houfes 
let at forty-five dollars. 

THE ROAD TO BELVIDERE.—BELVIDERE 

The river Delaware is throughout the boundary between the ftate of 
Pennfylvania and that of New Jerfey. It is narrow at Eafton, and there 
are now colle&ing wood to ere<ft a bridge over it, the abutments of 
which on each fide are already built: until it be finifhed, the river is 
crofted in a very good ferry-boat. Being defirous of viewing the banks 
of this river, I went fo far out of my road to follow them-. The road to 
Belvidere, which I took, is all along through the Scotch Mountains, and 
the little hills, which in this tra<ft almoft uniformly border the river, 
amidft an agreeable fucceftion of large vallies, from three to fix or feven 
miles in extent. The country is filled with well built houfes, pretty 
clofe together. The lands are of a good quality, and in a ftate of high 
cultivation; even fome of the declivities of the mountains are cleared, 
and are very productive. The whole of this road prefents a fucceftion of 
profpedts, not extenfive, but rich and agreeable. In three or four places 
we lofe intirely the little hills which border the Delaware, and enjoy a 
view towards Philadelphia, through vallies much more extenfive, ftill 
better cultivated and inhabited than thofe of Jerfey, and which is ter¬ 
minated by the Blue Mountains. Thefe profpedls are rich, varied, and 
delightful. The Pifquefi-creek, which empties itfelf into the Delaware 
at Belvidere, is the only water to be found in the tradl from Eafton, 
which is more than fourteen miles, and the com of all that diftrift is 
- carried to the Eafton mills. This creek, which has a courfe of thirty 
miles, is at Belvidere broad and rapid. Two fucceflive falls, of from fif¬ 
teen to twenty feet each, turn corn and faw-mills. The corn-mills fend 
their flour to Philadelphia, and are fupplied with grain in the neighbour¬ 
hood, where it is produced in great quantities. This traffic is carried on 
by the Delaware; but the navigation of that river, although it is open 
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for an hundred and fifty miles higher, is rendered difficult and dancer 
’ ” the ve T feon « currents, and the number of rocks in feveral 
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is one of the pleafanteft fixations which I have hitherto feen in America. 
The view is not very extenfive, but it embraces a great number of gentle 
elevations on both (ides of the river, and filled with houfe It fol¬ 
lows the Delaware for two miles and to the head of the Great Falls, and 
is bounded, at the diftance of three or four miles, by the chain of the Scotch 
mountains, along the fide of which the road runs towards Eafton. The 
lands in the neighbourhood of Belvidere are fold at from forty to forty- 
eight dollars the acre. The town-lots, which are a quarter of an acre, 
bring at prefent from a hundred to a hundred and twenty-five dollars. 
The lands fome miles farther are fold for from thirty to thirty-five dollars 
the acre, and thofe in Pennfylvania at the fame diftance are always three 
or four dollars dearer, although not of better quality than thofe in Jerfey. 
This proceeds from the fuperior excellence of the Pennfylvania laws, the 
more flourifhing ftatc of the finances, which requires lefs taxes than m 
Jerfey for the expences of government; and, finally, from t e epen- 
dcnce of that part of the Hate of Jerfey upon Philadelphia for its fales and 

Thefe motives, however, do not appear fufficient to occafion fo great 
difference of price between lands of the fame quality, and m the rarae 
Situation. This difference however does exift, and the Pennfylvania flde 

is by far the more populous. ' 

Although negro flavery be countenanced by the laws of Jcrley, the 
number of Haves is not there fo eonfiderable as to prevent the ncceli.ty 
of the labour of whites. Labourers are fcarce : the free negroes, who hire 
themfelves out, receive, like other labourers, half a dollar a day and their 

board. 

I had a letter from Mr. Drayton, fpeaker of the Houle ol ttepre- 
fentatives of Congrefs, to Major Hope, one of the inhabitants ol Be vi- 
dere. He was formerly proprietor oi all the land on which the town is 
now built, and of fourteen or fifteen hundred acres around it, which he 
purchafed thirty years ago, for four dollars an acre. At that time i* was 
in a defert ftate. He has. retained only three hundred acres, on which 
is built a pretty but very fmall houfe that he occupies. He receive 
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with that cordial politenefs and fimplicity which I have found all through 
America, and would have had me flay with him a week, alluring me 
that it would put him to no trouble or inconvenience. I departed how¬ 
ever after having palled half a day with him. 

1 his country, as well as all the way I travelled from Philadelphia, is 
full of little birds of the fize and kind of a blackbird; they are black, 
but their head is of the moil brilliant plumage. They fly from branch 
to branch, and on the inclofurcs round the fields, and do not feem to be 
frightened at the approach of travellers. 

The moil common trees in the woods are the cephalantus, the black 
and white walnut, the Canada beech, the fiimach, the rhus toxicoden- 
drum, the laurel, the benjamin and the faflafras. 


HACKETSTOWN. 

A fucceffion of hills, preceding the chain of the Scotch mountains, 
cads to Hacketftown, where I flept the 25th of June. We meet then 
conftantly mountains and defeents through a very rocky country • al¬ 
though, fometimes, the road runs for a mile or two through valleys. 
1 his road prefents nothing agreeable to the view. Except thefe firft 
lulls neareft the Delaware, all the reft is thinly inhabited, and of courfc 
poorly cultivated. The houfes are rudely built of trunks of trees, and 
iace a miferable appearance. Occafionally we meet with buildings fome- 
wdiat better, but thefe are few. We fee alfo meadows of confiderable 
extent. 1 his indeed is the moft ufual kind of agriculture in thefe moun¬ 
tains ; where, however, we find alfo fome rye, corn, and maize, which is 
little cultivated on the Jerfey fide of the banks of the Delaware. Apple 
orchards are likewile very common. 

Five miles from Belvidere is Oxford-forge, fo called from the name 
of the townftnp in which it is fituated. This work had been given 
up or fome years, and was lately renewed by Mr. Roberdeau, and 
Mr. Campbell, with whom I dined at the houfe of Major Hope : it 
is not yet carried on with fpirit. Five miles farther is Mintfmill, fo 
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called from the name of the proprietor. The river is ciofled by the bank 
of the mill, which is very narrow, and a foot deep of water when the 
mill is not going : the water then falls about twelve feet, and is twenty 
fathoms wide. A little canoe, ■which was lying by the bank, frightened 
my horfe, who, to fave himfelf, leaped into the canoe, which he overfet; 
but, although I run a great rifk, he carried me out fafely, and better than 
he would have been able to do from the cafcade into which we mull 
have fallen, but for this ridiculous leap. T. his is the fame Creek Pif- 
queffi which 1 patted before on a bridge four miles higher. The lands 
are indifferent in all this trad ; they fell for fix or feven dollars an acre. 
The generality of the inhabitants are Germans or fons of Germans ; 
there are alfo a number of Irifh, and people from New England. Hack- 
etftown is a long paltry village, thinly and badly inhabited. It lies half 
a mile from the Scotch mountains, which are called Cooly, or the Muf- 
kinigunk Mountains. The water is brackifh and very bad. Fevers are 
alfo frequent here in autumn, which is the cafe in all parts of Jerfey, 
particularly thofe to the north and the middle of the date. The lands at 
and about Hacketftown are fold at from fix to nine dollars an acre, and 
are generally kept in meadow. The produce which is not confumed in 
the country, and all the articles of iron manufadured at the forge, are 
carried to New York, or rather to Elizabethtown, from whence they are 
fhipped for New York. Four thoufand pounds of hay is the general 
produce of an acre, and eighteen or twenty bufhels of rye, or Indian corn, 
in the lands under that culture. Labourers are found rather eafier this 
year than in the two preceding ones, trade being lefs quick at New' 
York. They are paid at Hacketftown three quarter-dollars a day, if they 
board themfelves, or the half of that fum with their board. The country 
abounds in iron mines, which are faid to be very rich, and are found 
at a very fmall depth. 

Three miles from Hacketftown there is a fpring of ferruginous mineral 
water, pretty much frequented in fummer, and it would be ftill more fo 
if better fitted up, but the fpring is fcarcely covered. An old cafk, {land¬ 
ing in the open air, and covered with a bunch of willows, is the com¬ 
mon 
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mon bathing place; there is no other: and as there is no houfe built at 
the place, thofe who come to drink the waters are obliged to lodge in the 
neighbouring farm-houfes, and if they with to drink wine they mult 
carry it with them. The property of the ground in which the fpring is 
lituated being under dilpute between two perfons, there is no faying 
when this place, which would produce great profits to one that would 
arrange it conveniently, will receive any melioration. 

About two miles before reaching Hacketftown, at the foot of a moun¬ 
tain which I afeended on foot, I perceived in the wood, fixty or feventy 
feet from the road, fomething of confiderable fize, the form of w hich I 
could not diftinguifh, but it feemed to hang on a tree : this was towards, 
evening. I went up to it, and it appeared to be a dead animal, but 
having touched it with my whip, it leaped to the ground ; it went flowly 
into the w^ood, emitting a foetid fmell. It w r as an opofium, of which I 
had feen a great many at Philadelphia, but had not before found them in 
the woods. This one muft have been a foot and an half long, including 
the tail, which was about half a foot. The tail is flat and covered with 
a kind of rough feales, which enables it to fufpend itfelf from the trees. 

I hey are very common in Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and Maryland., The 
remarkable peculiarity of this animal is a kind of bag, which the females 
have under their belly, where they keep their young from, the time they 
are brought forth, and where they remain till they are able to run. Thefe 
animals live on fruit, fle£h, and on birds, when.they can catch them. There 
are alio in Jerfey rats and racoons. The fkin of the racoon fells at Phi, 
ladelphia for two or three fhillings, The hatters mix the hair of it with 
beaver and rabbits hair to make hats. Some perfons confider a racoon 
a delicate morfel; to me it was execrable, although I ate it more readily 
than * did young bear, which I found excellent. 


THE ROAD TO MORRISTOWN.—REYNHARDf 

In travelling from Hacketftown we crofs the Creek Mufkinignnk, 
which falls into the Delaware five or fix miles below, and thefe are the 

laft. 
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lafl waters that take this courfe; the Scotch, Cooly, or Mufkmigunlc 
mountains, throwing them the other way. This chain of mountains, as 
I have already mentioned, is a continuation of the Lelugh mountains. 
The creeks beyond them run either into the Bay of New York or the 
North River ; but thofe only that are in the northern part ot the ftatc 
take this courfe. Thefe mountains are not very high, but are the higheft 
in Jerfey. They are about a mile broad. The lands are very indiffer¬ 
ent and thinly inhabited ; and the few inhabitants are talking of emi¬ 
grating towards the weftern territory, or to Tenefiee. Great part ot them 
are Germans. At the foot of thefe mountains we crots one ot the 
fources of the Rariton, a river by which is carried on the navigation be¬ 
tween Brunfwick and New York. Here we quitted the county of Suffix, 
which contains nineteen thoufand free inhabitants, and a hundred and 
fifty Haves. My horfe was fo hurt with the faddle that I was obliged to 
ftop at the fir ft tavern I found. I happily fell upon the houfe of one 
of the wmrthieft and moft obliging men living, ReynhaUD, ot German 
extraction, who took charge of my horfe till it thould be healed, which 
might take a fortnight, and who lent me one to go to Morriftown, where 
I could find the means of getting to New York. He is proprietor ot a 
farm of three hundred and forty acres, for which he paid, two years ago, 
five dollars an acre, being the common price in the country. The ate 
of culture and the prices are pretty much the fame as on the other lice 
of the mountains ; the lands are however better. 'I hey have fov\n 
corn fince four or five years ago, when the Heffian fly deftroyed two tuc 
ceflive crops. They propofe to recommence that culture next year, theie 
flies appearing to have quitted Jerfey. The townfliip where Mr. Reyn- 
hard’s tavern is fituated is called Flanders. It is in a great meafure peo¬ 
pled with Irilh, or emigrants from New England. 

There are two churches in the neighbourhood, one ot Methodifts, an 

the other Prefbyterians. 

In Jerfey, as well as Pennfylvania, the expence of worfhip is defrayc 
by voluntary fubfeription. No perfon pays who does not chufe, and there 
are many who contribute nothing. 
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Mr. Reyn hard alfo keeps a Rore. The price of carriage from his houie 
to Elizabethtown, thirty-two miles diRance, is three dollars and three 
quarters the thoufand weight. The price of Rores is here five and twenty 
per cent dearer than at New York ; but a perfon muft be both fkilful 
and fortunate to clear half the profit of what fo high a price feems to pro- 
mi e. The greateft fale is of liquors, and the number of neighbours who 
come to drink without paying is confiderably greater than of thofe 
w o do pay. It is, therefore, necelfary to follow the practice of courts • 
the one half of the money of thofe who pay remains here, as elfewhcre’ 
m the hands of jufiuce. A Rore-kceper, who fhould refufe to give credit 
would here fell nothing : fo at leaR I was told by the worthy Ileynhard.' 

t ler articles pay better, but do not make a quick return. Although the 
legal currency of the Rate of Jerfey is the fame with that of Pennfyl- 
vania namely, feven fhillings and fixpence the dollar, the great traffic 
witi Newlork makes the New York currency (eight fhillings the dol¬ 
lar) more common in that part of Jerfey, where this commerce is ear¬ 
ned on ; and m that currency they make their markets and Rate their 
accounts. 

THE ROAD FROM REYNHARD’S TAVERN TO MORRISTOWN— 

MORRISTOWN. 

The country, after leaving Flanders, is every where mountainous • 
ley become lower and lower as we proceed, but we do not entirely lofe 
them till within a few miles of Morriftown. All this way the houfes arc 
.cry indifferent, and very thinly fcattered. The lands feem to be fome- 

Tiieb T'r i rhC r' 1 COm ”° n Cr ° F afe grrfs ’ r) ’ e ’ and Indi “ com. 
e bread ufed m this part of Jerfey is moftly of rye, as bread of Indian. 

orn is moll common in New England., 

Morriftown the capital of Morris county, which we enter on coffin* 

ho rlf R " lt0n ’ 15 a P ‘ ett3 ' TlllagC ’ confiftin S of a hundred, 

houiev difperfcd over the hillocks around! Hem is the court of Suffice,. 

refbytenan church, and the grcatfquare laid out for the centre of the 

town, but which can never be regular from thefituation of the grounds. 

Befidcs, 
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Befides the Prefbyterian church, which is tolerably handfome, there is 
another belonging to the Anabaptills, and an academy, well built ami 
rcfpeclably conduced. The fcholars fent away from this are fit for the 

fecond clafs in the college of Princetown. 

All the houfes in Morriltown are ot wood, neat and well painted. 
The town-lots colt from eighty to a hundred and twenty dollars. Here, 
as in all this part of Jerfey, molt ot the ground is in grafs and Indian- 
corn. They rear a good many cattle, which they fend to 1 hiladelphia 
and New York. The fear of the Heflian fly has prevented the farmers 
here from refuming the culture of corn; fome of them, however, mean 
to attempt it next year. There is at Morriltown a fmall “ Society for 
the encouragement of Agriculture and ufeful Arts.” From what 1 could 
learn of fome of the molt zealous of its members, it has only the title— 
it Joes nothing: the fubfeription of the members furnilhes a library, 
which at prefent confilts of no more than two hundred volumes, and in 
which, according to the fenfible inftitution of the founders, there are to 
be no books either of law or divinity. 

CHATHAM AND NEWARK. 

Chatham, lying eight miles from Morriltown, is the firlt village we 
find on the New York road. Here the plain commences, and afterwards 
the ground becomes uneven as far as Newark. The agriculture and vent 
for the produce, all the way to Newark, is nearly the fame as at Mornf- 
town. The country is Itill more covered with orchards ol apples, cher¬ 
ries, and peaches. They complain in Jerfey of a fmall worm, which tn- 
finuates itfelf into the roots of the peach trees, and kills the tree in a year 
or two after it has attacked it. They have not been able to difeover 
either the caule of this worm, or a method to deftroy it. Peach-brandy 
is neverthelefs nearly as confidcrable an article ol commerce in Jerfey as 
cyder-brandy. 

The inhabitants of Jerfey, bell informed upon that fubjedl, told me, 
that they export more of thefe two kinds ol brandy than they export ol 
rum, wine-brandy, gin, and wine. Their export mult therelore be great, 
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as the confumption of foreign fpirits is not lefs confidcrable in Jerfey 
_ * 


' than ellewhere. 


The red fruit, of which there are feveral kinds unknown in Europe, 
abounds in the county of Effex; bounded by the river Paffaik, a mile 

u-om Chatham, which contains feventeen thoufand free inhabitants, and 
thirteen hundred flaves. 

^Lands fell at Chatham, and at Springfield (four miles beyond New¬ 
ark), at from thirty to forty-five dollars the acre. The foil is good ; the 
houfes increafe in number and become better as we approach Newark, 
which is itfelf one of the fineft villages in America, in point of extent, 
plan, the great number of good houfes, and the widenefs of the ftreets. 

W'hich are covered generally with turf, and planted with trees. 

The people of Jerfey feem to be very much divided in their political 
opinions. No body, or at leaf!: very few, now fpeaks of George Wafh- 
mgton. The new Prefident feems not to infpirc the fame confidence as 
his predeceflor did. They dread a war with France. They conftantly 
afk any traveller coming from Philadelphia whom they meet, and who 
appears to be a frenchman, whether they are to have a war with France; 
and this queftion is generally accompanied with evident marks of dis¬ 
approbation of the party which is thought to incline to that w ar. I 
fincerely hope no fuch event will take place. It would be a great mif- 
fortune to this country, where the people are virtuous, tranquil, and / 

happy, and which will require yet a long duration of the bleffings of 
peace to confirm its profperity, to cement its union, to fweeten the ill 
blood of parties, and to infure its real independence. It would alfo be a 
ferious misfortune to France, wdiilc it would occafion great joy to Eng¬ 
land, and would give pleafure to all the enemies of liberty and free coa- 


ftitutions. 


HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF JERSEY. 

The firfi: cftabliihments made in New' Jerfey were by the Dutoh, 
fliortly alter their arrival at the north river, under the condud of Admi¬ 


ral Hudson. The fettlcmcnts were made along the 



river Delaware, 
and 
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and were abandoned by the fame Dutchmen in 1014 . They were, in 
1626, taken pofTcffion of by the Swedes, who, advifed by William 
Useling, a rich merchant of that kingdom, of the beauty and fertility 
of the lands, formed a company. King Gustavus Adolphus, the 
nobility and clergy, and a number of individuals in Sweden, furnifhed 
money to the company, who fent to North America, in feven or eight 
veffels, a confiderable number of Swediffi and Finlander colonifts. They 
arrived at Cape Henlepon in 1020 , and the company’s agents purchafed 
from the Indians all the lands i 1 tuatccl between that cape, at the mouth 
of the Delaware, and the falls of that river, lying under the forty-firft 
degree of latitude. The colony there formed fettlements, built forts 
along the river, and called the country New Sweden; but were intirely 
difpoffeffed and driven off in 1055 , by the Dutch, who fent to Holland 
all the agents, officers, and principal Swediffi inhabitants, as prifoners of 
war : put the country under the Dutch government, and gave it the name 
of New Albion. The Dutch were themfelves expelled by the Englifh, 
in the reign of Charles the Second; and this territory was, in 1672, 
granted by the king to his brother the Duke of York. It was foon after 
fold by him to Lord Berkley and Sir George Carteret, who gave 
it the name of New Jerfey, and eftabliffied at Elizabethtown the feat of 
government of the colony. The colony of,New Jerfey made part of the 
province of New York till 1080, when the proprietors eftablifhed it as a 
feparate province. 

A confiderable number of Quakers from London and York came here 
to fettle, and laid the foundation of the little town of Burlington, hav¬ 
ing purchafed the territory from the Indians. That on the eafl fide ot 
the Delaware was purchafed by -William Penn, w T ho was one ot the 
company known under the name of The Twelve Proprietors, and is the 
diftrict which afterwards formed the {late of Delaware. 

The quarrels which took place between the proprietors of New Jerfe) 
and the inhabitants, from the avidity of the former, determined both parties 
to put the government of the colony under the fovereignty ot the crown 
of England. It was then united to the government of New York, and 

continued 
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continued fo till 1736 , when its population having greatly increafcd, it 
was once more creeled into a feparate Hate. In 1776, New Jerley 

formed its new conflitution, which it has retained without any altera- 
tion ilnce that period. 

THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF NEW JERSEY. 

The legiflature is compofed of a general aflembly and a legiflative 
council. Each county, of which there are in New Jerfey thirteen, 

names three members of the general aflembly, and one of the legiflative 
council. 


The qualifications to be a member of the general aflembly are—a refi- 
cence in the county for at leaft a year, and a property of five hundred 
pounds, or thirteen hundred and thirty-three dollars and one-third. 

The qualifications of a member of the legiflative body are—a fimilar 
rcfidence, and a property, real or perfonal, of one thoufand pounds. 

ie qualifications of an elector are—to be twenty-one years of age, to 

be refident for a year in the county, and to poffefs a fortune of fifty 
pounds. J 

The legiflative council, as well as the affembly, can propofe and mo- 
dily any laws, except thofc relative to the finances, which they have the 
power merely of confirming or rejefiing. 

The governor is defied by the legiflature; and the conflitution pre¬ 
en >cs no qualification of age, fortune, or any other, for that office ;—it 
limply fays, that the legiflature ffiall elefi a proper perfon to fill it. 

The duration of the funfiions of the two houfes of the legiflature, and 
of the governor, is one year. 

The fame perfon may be elected governor as often as the legiflature 
chufes to appoint him. 

The legiflative council is the governor’s executive council; three 
members form a fufficient number to exereife with him the executive 
.unctions. I he governor unites the funfiions of prefident of the ex¬ 
ecutive council, chancellor, and commander of the forces: he can, with 
the advice of the executive council, grant pardons, even of high treafon. 

3 H 2 The 








429 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


The council is all'o a court of appeal from the decilions of the courts of 
law; but the council muft, in this cafe, confift of at leaft feven members. 


with the governor. # * .... 

The nomination of the judges, the fuperior officers of the militia, the 

iuftices of the peace, the attorney-general, and the fecretary of ftatc, is 
made by the council. All other officers are eledled by the counties, ex¬ 
cept the officers of militia, who are chofen by their companies. 

The judiciary Hate conlifls of a fupreme court, a court of common 
pleas, and juftices of the peace. The judges of the fupreme court are 
chofen for feven years ; the others for five ; and they may be re-elected. 
An impeachment againfl them is made by the legiflature, and judged by 
the council. 

Uncontrolled liberty of confcicnce is granted by the conftitution; 
which even declares, that no tax can be impofed for fupporting public 


worfhip, repairing churches, &c. 

The conftitution gives the accufed the fame privilege of producing 
teftimony in his favour, as is allowed to the accufer againft him. 

The conftitution declares, that the property of fuicides is not forfeited 
to the ftatc, but ought to pafs to their heirs, as in cafes of natural death ; 
nor does the inftrument by which the death was inffibted become, as m 
England, the property of the ftate. In general it confirms the Englifh 
laws, where they are not revoked. 

Full liberty of bequeathing is given; and in refpedt of wills there is no 
alteration of the Englifh law, except the addition of fome Ample forms, 

required to conftftute their validity. 

The property of perfons dying inteftate is divided into three parts, 
one-third to the widow, and the other two divided equally among the 


children, or their reprefentatives ;—in default of children, the widow en¬ 
joys one half, and the other half is diftributed among the neareft relations, 
if a perfon die inteftate after the death of his father, and leave no widow 
or child, his fortune is divided equally between his brothers, his fillers, 

and his mother. . . 

According to a law of 1792 , marriages may be performed by a mini- 

itCF 
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ftcr of the church, or by a jultice of peace, in the option of the parties. 
The marriage inftrument mutt be fent to the fecretary of the county,* 
and regdtered in a book, which is evidence in the courts. 

Divorces, which formerly were granted by the legiflature, are now 
pronounced by the court of chancery, in virtue of a law of 1794. They 

are granted in cafes of adultery—repeated bad treatment—defertion for 
feven years and alfo in cafes where the marriage has been contracted 

between perfons within the degrees of propinquity prohibited by the law? 
of the (late. 

Every imprifoned debtor may, by a law palled in 1795, be fet at 
liberty by the court of common pleas, upon his furrendering all his pro¬ 
perty, according to a declaration made by him before that court, except 
iome very trifling furniture for him and his wife. If his declaration be 
proved falle, he is puniflied with the pains of perjury. If, after his fen- 
tence of liberation, it can be proved, that in his declaration he has con¬ 
cealed any part of his effeCts, fuch effeCts are to be made over to his cre¬ 
ditors, befides his being puniflied. But the property which he may 
acquire alter his difeharge is not fubjeCt to be claimed by his creditors. 

By the criminal code, reviled in 1 790 , the punifliment of death is con¬ 
fined to perfons conviCted of high treafon, premeditated murder, and 
attempts to refeue from prifon thofe accufed of capital crimes. All 
other crimes are puniflied by greater or lefs fines, and a longer or 
fliorter folitary confinement. It is the legiflation of Pennfylvania a 
little foftened. A law of the lalt feflion has directed the ereCtion of a 

prifon, on the model of that of Philadelphia, where fimilar works are to 
be eftablilhed. 

The negro Haves are fubjeCf to the fame laws, and tried before the fame 
tribunals. The courts may order them to be whipped, inftead of being 
imprifoned. The pain of death is not inflicted on a matter for the mur¬ 
der of his Have; but 111 that cafe, or where he wounds him feverely, he is 
puniflied by fine and imprifonment. There is no reltriCtion upon .llavery 
in the ftate of Jerfey, nor is there any law yet made to put an end to it; 
but a law of 1788 direCts, that all Haves under the age of twenty-one 

years 
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years be taught to read, charges their mailers with this duty, fubjefting 
them, in cafe of negle&ing it, to a fine of twelve dollars and a third. The 
introduction into the ilate of other ilaves is forbidden, by a claufe in the 

fame law. 

The highways are repaired in this ilate by the labour of the inhabi¬ 
tants, but may, in their option, be converted into money. 

The ilage coaches belonging to Philadelphia and New lork, arefub- 
ject to a duty to the ilate of Jerfey, for the repairs of the roads through 

which they pafs. 

The poor-laws are the fame as in moil of the other ilates. Pooi- 
houfes are eilablifhed in feveral counties, and reliet is alfo given to paupers 
at their houfes, under the dire&ion of infpedors of the poor. 

The law for the obfervance of Sunday is here equally ilnCl as in New 
England. Every inhabitant has a right to arreil a traveller who is going 
anywhere but to a place of worfhip, and carry him before the officers of 
luilice. The ilage coaches are not to travel upon a Sunday, under pain of 
being feized; but this law, although of a recent date, is only executed in 
the other ilates where it is promulgated. They travel through Jerfey on 
Sunday, in the fame manner as on other days ; and even the public ilages, 
which do not travel during the morning fervice, are not interrupted du¬ 
ring the reft of the day, more than if this prohibitory law did not exift. 
The fame is the cafe in refpeCl to the laws againft gaming and drunken- 
nefs. Laftly, there has been palled, in the beginning of this year, an ad 
againft horfe-racing; which in all probability will be put in execution 
no more than the other two, as it would clafh too much with the 
habits of the people; and bccaufe, were the public officers even to be 
moil ftriClly watchful, there would be fo many ways to evade their vigi¬ 
lance. Will men never then leave oft' making impracticable laws, or al¬ 
lowing laws not executed to be in force ! Governments do not fuffi- 
ciently confider, that there cannot be a more certain way of deftroymg 
the morals of a people ; for the firft point of morality, efpecially among a 
a free people, is an entire obedience to the law, and to all the law T s. 

The ftate of Jerfey encourages thofe works which have for their ob 

ject 
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ject the facilitating communication by inland navigation and bridges, 
and alfo for the eredion of the college ; and for thefe they allow lotteries! 
which are otherwife prohibited in the date. Every inhabitant who pur- 
chafes a ticket in a lottery not fandioned by a law of the date, and even 
in the lotteries of other dates, may be carried before the magidrates, and 
punifhed by a fine. 

.. A law ofNew Jer %> P^ed in 1 79 4 , authorifes any foreigner, belong¬ 
ing to a power at peace with the United States, to acquire and poffefs 
property in the date, as if he were a citizen. This privilege ceafes at the 
end of 1 / 99 ) but it will undoubtedly be renewed. 

The laws of the date impofe taxes on lands cultivated and unculti- 
\ ated ; houfes, and the lots on which they are built, not exceeding ten 
acres; forges, furnaces, mills of every kind, tan-works, paiTage-boats, 
dnps hfheries, horfes, and cattle; and Iadly, merchants keeping ihops 
and batchelors, either keeping horfes and flaves or not. Carriages of 
every kind were alfo taxed before the beginning of the prefent year,°when 
a law was made to abolifh that duty. 

All thefe objefls of taxation are valued from time to time at a certain 
rate by the Icgiflature; the lands by a fcale of degree according to their 
crtihty and fituation. The valuation is every where low. 

An atTeffpr, appointed annually by each townflnp, demands of every 

in abitant a declaration of his taxable property, and makes up a ftate- 

ment of it. Any perfon refufmg to give fuch declaration, or giving a 

ialfe one, may be charged by the affeffor double what he ertimates may 
be the tax of the perfon refufmg. 

Horfes and cattle arc taxed at the fame rate throughout all the fete, 
c taxes upon licences, (laves, &c. never .vary, and are called fpecific 


°" a da V P r ltcd ’ aU thC affeff0rs for thc meet, and bring 

W1 h thorn the fetements of thc taxable property of their feveral town- 

ftlps The amount of the fpecific taxes payable in the county is then' 
calculated, and the difference between thefe and the fum required from 
the county ,s al&ftd upon the different townfliips, according to the 

opinion 
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opinion of the majority of the affeffors. The detailed ftatement of theft 
affeffments, figned by each affeffor, is tranfmitted to the colleftor lor the 


COU Ea?h affeffor then gives to the collcSor of the townfhip a ftate of the 
f„ m ' I ie ; s to collect. A fimilar lift is fent to the collector for the county, 


to be by him laid before the legislature. 

Three proprietors, named by the general affembly of each townllup, 
are the judges of appeal to whom the perfons taxed have a right to 

apply. 

If the colle&or do not receive the tax in the courfe of a month alter 
demanding it, he makes a complaint to a juftice of the peace, who 
grants a warrant to fell the defaulter’s goods, to the amount ol the tax and 

charges. 

The collector for the townfhip pays the amount of the money received 
by him into the collector for the county, who pays into the treafurer ol 
the ftate the amount of the money received from all the collectors of 
townfhips in the county. 

The law has provided againft the negligence and difhonefty of the col¬ 
lectors, by making the townfhips and counties who chufe them, refpon- 

fible for the monies received by them. 

The afTeffors receive for their trouble one and three quarters per cent 
of the fums they affefs: the collectors for townfhips have the fame al¬ 
lowance. This three and a half per cent is levied with taxes of the 
towmfhip. The commiffioners of appeal are paid a dollar for every day 
they are employed. The collectors for the counties receive a penny m 
the pound, or the two hundred and fortieth part of the fums they pay 
into the treafury of the ftate, and fix-pence a mile lor tras elfing cxpenccs. 


They are paid by the treafurer. 

The taxable articles, according to the low valuation of the particulars y 
the legiflature, amounted, in 17 CM* to three millions four hundred an 
fourteen thoufand eight hundred and eighty two dollars. 

The taxes are paid regularly and promptly in the ftate of Jerfey. 

The expence of government amounts yearly to about twenty-fcicn 

thoufand 
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thou la, iw dollais. In 1 7 QO the ltate (till owed one hundred and twenty 
t loutand dollars, but from the additional taxes and fome other refources, 
tins debt will probably be entirely extinguifced in four years. 

According to a Hatement of the balance of the debts’between the dif¬ 
ferent: Hates by the commiffioners of Congrefs, the State of New Jcrfey 
i-s a creditor to the Union in forty-nine thoufand dollars. 

The articles on which the county taxes are raifed are the fame as for 
the ltate taxes. 


POPULATION AND INSTRUCTION. 

The population of the State of New Jcrfey was, according to an enu¬ 
meration made in J7gi, one hundred and eighty-four thoufand one 
mndred and thirty inhabitants, including eleven thoufand four hundred 
ana twenty-three Haves. Its extent is calculated at about eight thoufand 
our urn red miles fquare, which gives fomewhat more than twenty-two 
inhabitants to the mile fquare. The increafe of population in this Hate 
is inconfiderable, there being a good deal of emigration. Habit more 
ran neceffity induces this, for the quantity of uncultivated land is yet 
con iderable ; it is in general capable of railing good crops, and the price 
is not high. We may perhaps confider as one great caufe of this emi¬ 
gration, that New Jcrfey is peopled from all nations, whence there is 
among the inhabitants lefs of a national fpirit towards the Hate, if I may 
fo exprefs mvfelf, than in any other part of the United States. Befides, 
thefe peopfo of different nations, fettled in Jerfey, live more in feparate 
diitncls than in any other of the Hates ; and when there is any emigra¬ 
tion from a particular diflritf, it generally confiHs of a number of fami- 
lies. 

There can be no where lefs attention paid to education than there 
“ Jcrf y- Thc JegiHaturc ot'tiic ftate have never vet taken it into 
then confederation. Some fchools are kept in certain townihips at the 
expcnce ot fueh of the inhabitants as chafe to contribute to them. The 
number ot thefe is not conf.derabie. They pay poor falaries to the ma- 

” 1 , 1S ‘ S<10rant and Thus no people in the 
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United States appear to me more ignorant than the inhabitants of Jcr% ; 
and, although the ftate has, as I have already mentioned, a good college 
at Princetown, and fame of the inhabitants are men of merit and uro.tr- 
ftanding, the proportion of perfons of education is much lefs here than 

in any other of the {fates. 

Toleration in religion being unbounded m New Jerfey, all forts of 
fcfls are eftabliihed, and have places for worlhip ; but the Prefbytcmns 
are by far the moll numerous. 

Few of the families in Jerfey make cloth or linen for their ufe; they 
purchafe almoft all they want. The facility with which they can pro¬ 
cure foreign goods from New York and Philadelphia contributes, no 
doubt, to this defed of domeftic economy in the people oi the Hate. 


COMMERCE. 

Although in Jerfey is fituated Amboy, one of the bell ports in the 
United States, acccffible from the fea, and by a {ingle tide to all forts of 
•veffels, it has no foreign trade. Its vicinity to New York and Philadel¬ 
phia induces its inhabitants to get every thing from : thefe cities. The 
communication with them is at once cafy and fecurc. The fale ot their 
produce is more certain and quick, the price better, the choice of returns 
greater, and the credit longer ; and, laftly, old cufloms : fuch are the 
reafons which have always rendered fruitlefs the attemps ot the legifliture 
of Jerfey to attrad merchants to Amboy and enlarge its trade. e 
country furnithes corn of all kinds, plenty of wood, lintfeed, iron, leather, 
falt-meat, and is particularly famous for hams. In the neighbourhood o 
New York and Philadelphia are raffed much poultry, and they cultivate 
a great quantity of pulfe; but a very fmall portion of all thefe articles oi 
produce is exported from Amboy. A number of the veffels loaded with 
it defeend the Rariton, pafs before Amboy, and proceed w ith their car¬ 
goes to New York. 

The value of the exports from Amboy, in l/Ql, was feventeen 110U 
fand four hundred and three dollars,; in 17U-, i> was nineteen thoufan< 
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fevcn hundred and twelve dollars; in 1793, it was forty-nine thoufand 
fix hundred and feventy-three dollars; in 1794, it was fifty-eight thou¬ 
fand one hundred and fifty-four dollars; in 1795, it was one hundred 
and thirty thoufand five hundred and feventeen dollars; and, in 179ft, 
it was fifty-feven thoufand fix hundred and thirty-nine dollars. 

The flate has three other fmall ports where there are cuftom-houfes; 
Burlington, on the River Delaware ; Bridgetown, on the bay of that 
name ; and Great Egg Harbour, on the fea coafi:; but none of them 
has any thing of what may be called trade. It often happens that in a 
whole year there does not fail from them one foreign veflel. This may 
be feen from the total exports oi New Jerfey, in which are included 
thofe of Amboy, whereof I have given the amount. The whole of thefe 
exports amounted, in 1701 , to twenty-fix thoufand nine hundred dol¬ 
lars; in 1792, to twenty-three thoufand four hundred and five dollars; 
m 1793 , to fifty-four thoufand one hundred and feventy-eight dollars 
(the three fmall ports exported nothing); in 1795, to one hundred and 
thirty thoufand eight hundred and fourteen dollars; and, in 1796, to 
fifty-nine thoufand two hundred and twenty-feven dollars. 


PATERSON FALL. 

The fall of the River Paflaik, about twenty miles from New York, is 
one of the moft noted in North America. It ihould be vifited by all thofe 
who admire natural curiofities. The course of that river through rocks, 
which it has rent in precipitating itfelf from a height of fixty-fix feet! 
prefents a grand fpe&acle. From the appearance of the foil there feems 
formerly to have been two courfes, but which by fome convulfion in na¬ 
ture have fallen into one. At the fall it is from twenty to twenty-five 
feet wide. On the day I vifited it the fun {hone bright; the weather 
was hot, the wind pretty high ; all which circumftances combined to 
give great beauty to this magnificent feene. There is an agreeable view 
from the upper part of the fall over a tolerably well cultivated plain. 

The little town of Paterfon is built at the foot of the fall. It contains 
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a variety of machinery, but all in a {late of decay. In 1791 a com¬ 
pany was formed for their cftablifhmcnt, but its funds were foon con- 
fumed, indeed before they were completed. A lottery was granted by 
the State of Jerfey to affift it, but was not attended with fuccefs. They 
talk of new efforts. Certainly no fituation can be better adapted for all 
kinds of machinery. 

This town was called Patcrfon, after William Paterson, formerly 
governor of New York, and who is at this day one of the judges of the 
fupreme court of the United States. He is one of the raoft refped- 
able and enlightened men in the country. He was appointed by the le- 
giflature of New Jerfey to revive and publifh their code of laws. The 
law which conferred upon him the commiffion, gave him even a power 
to alter the criminal laws, and to him is owing the reform in the 
penal code which I have mentioned. 

The flones that form the bafon into which the river falls are moftly 
fandy. There is a kind of hard granite very common in all the plain, 
lyinsi in a compact bed of bafaltes. The flints that arc found in the bot¬ 
tom of the fall, being the fractures of the rocks above, are of the fame na¬ 
ture. The river below the fall runs through a flat and marfhy country, 
and in confequence its courfe is very flow 7 and undulating. 

I waited upon Mr. Paterfon at New York, where I remained a con- 
fiderable time. In the following book I fhall give the obfervations 
which I collected refpedting that great ftate, the fecond of the Union for 
riches, for the fpirit with which it is cultivated, and for the extent ol 
its commerce. 


STAY 
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STAY AT NEW YORK, IN AUGUST , 797 . 




DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 


SUCCINCT HISTORY OF THE COLONY OF NEW YORK. 

'T'HE Rate of New York belonged originally to the Dutch. It is 

true, that before that fome plans were formed to colonife this 
country, but they were very vague. 

Elizabeth, Queen of England, had, in 1584, granted to Sir Walter 
Raleigh, a patent to occupy, under the fovereignty of the crown of 

ngland, all the country of North America, not in the poireffion of any 
other Chriftian Prince. J 

James the Firft, difregardlefs of that patent, divided this immenfe 
poffcinon then known under the name of Virginia, and which extended 
Horn Carolina to Nova Scotia, between two companies. -To the former 
called The Company of London Adventurers, he granted the right to efta- 
blilh colonies, from the thirty-fourth to the forty-firft degree of latitude • 
and to the other. The Plymouth Company, a fimilar privilege, from the 
orty-firft to the forty-fifth degree. But the lands thus granted, and even 
their coahs, were then in a great meafure unknown. 

Henry Hudson, in a veffel belonging to the Dutch India Company, 
ir t difeovered Long Ifland, and afeended the great northern river, to 
which he gave his name. The Dutch, ignorant of the grants made of 
thefe countries to the two companies, and paying no regard to it, de¬ 
clared themfelves the fovercigns; in >614 they fent there a colony, which 

built 
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built the towns of Fort Orange and New Amflerdam, calling the conn- 
try itfelf New Holland. 

James the Firft having fent feme forces to lay wade the new fettle 
nients the Dutch proprietors preferred to a hopelcfs refiftance the more 
fate and prudent meafure of acknowledging the Englifh fovereignty, thus 
preferving their poffcffions, on payment of a tribute to England. 

The troubles of that kingdom, during the latter part ot the reign of 
Charles the Firft, enabled the Hollanders to fliake off the Englifh yoke, 
which indeed they had repeatedly before attempted. They fucceeded 
alfo in deftroying a Swedith colony, fettled upon the Delaware. But 
aftewards Charles the Second fent troops from Europe, who without dif¬ 
ficulty feized New Holland, and expelled from thence the Dutch, who 
on their part proceeded to invade Surinam. Charles the Second, having 
thus got peaceable pofl'effion of this vaft territory of the continent ot 
North America, granted the weftern part ot it to his brother the Duke o 
York, and New Holland got the name of New York, New Amfter- 
dam alfo changing its name for that of New' York; and this extenfive 
province reached from the banks of the river St. Laurence to the mouth 
of Hudfon’s River, without encroaching upon the limits ot the Plymouth 

Company. ^ 

Such is briefly the hiftory of the province of New York, up to the late 

revolution. 

THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

This province was much longer than any of the other colonies in be¬ 
ginning their oppofition to England. Its great commercial connexions 
with that kingdom, and the circumftance of Englifh troops being con- 
fcantly ftationed in the town of New York, fupported a fpirit ot ari o 
cracy and dependence. At length it followed the example ot the other 
ftates; and its legiflaturc, afl'embled at Kingfton, tormed, in 17 // - a con 
ftitutibn, upon the fame principles with thofe of the other ffates. 

This conftitution is neither introduced nor tollowcd up by any declaia 
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tion of rights: and its preamble, which recites the different afls of the 
general congtefs, feerm to be rather an cxcufe for that conftitution, than 
he effereefcence of liberty and refentment, which appear to have dic¬ 
tated a! moft ah the others. Each county names one or more members of 
the affembly of reprefentatives. The conftitution fixes their prefent num- 
cr at eventy; it alio determines provifionally the number to be defied by 
eacn county. A new enumeration is to be made every feven years; and 

Irt^ch: ' ° felCa ° rS " m --feventeenth 

f^e’vert 7“% “ ^ an addUi0naI d Thc -hole number 

-r to exceed three hundred; and precautions are taken in that event 

o proportion the nember of members of each county, to the excels of 

population The members of the affembly are ehofen for one year. 

property of T T ^ T nty ' 0nC ^ ° f Poffefs a clear 

property ol twenty pounds, or fifty dollars, or rent property in the 

county to the amount of forty (hillings, or five dollars a.year at Icaft-muft 

pay taxes to the ftatc, and refide in the county. 

biJtff <Cr ' ate ,’ ^■ thC , C ° nftitution - is compofed of twenty-four members • 
houfe Sb,;: ^ ^ temP ° rally ’ likC thM °‘ tha “-hers of tl* 

Tiic members of the fenate are ehofen by diftrifis, the ftate bein- in 
this view divided into four. The number of fenators which each of theft 
diftrnfts is to elefi, is alfo determined by the conftitution. When on t o 
new enumeration there is found an increafe of a twenty-fourth part fo 
the population of the diftrifi, fuch diftrifi is to appoint one more ienator 
ant o on, ti the fenate confifts of one hundred members, which nun..’ 

er is never to exceed. The fenators are defied for four years and a 
iouxth part of them is annually renewed. 

The electors for the fenators mull be freeholders, and poffefs a cle~r 

“mU « or two hundred Id fifty 

four thnufand and fe^c“n ”**”**’ “ *» ^ 

^ The electors who have the qualification required for voting for mcnw 

bers 
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bers of the fenate, alfo elcd the governor and lieutenant-governor; but 

in thefe elections they vote by counties. 

The legislature affembles annually the firlt Tuefday in January ; but 
it may be called together oitener by the governor, and it can adjourn 

itfelf. , , r . 

The governor and lieutenant-governor are cholen tor three years. 

The governor is commander of the forces both military and naval : be 

may grant pardons of every fcntence, except in capital caies,^ where he can 

only fufpend the execution, until the matter be finally determined by 

the legiilature. The nominations to offices, civil and military, are made 

by the council of appointment, at which the governor preiides. 1 his 

council is compofed of four members of the ienate, one from each dii- 

trid ; they are appointed every year by the aflembly, and cannot be 

named two years incceffively. 

If the governor ffiould be abfent on any account, the lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor takes his place : he is prelident of the Ienate. 

The chancellor, the judges of the fupreme court, and the chief judge 
of every county, are named by the council of appointment. They con¬ 
tinue in office during their good behaviour, but never after they are fixty 

years of age. 

The fheriffs and coroners are appointed annually, and cannot con¬ 
tinue in office more than four years. The military commiffions are re¬ 
vocable at pleafure. ■ 

The governor has power to refufe his confent to laws, with the advice 

of the council of revifion, which is compofed of the chancellor and the 
judges of the fupreme court. But luch refufal mull be given in the 
courfe of fix days; and the bill mull: be fent back, accompanied with 
the reafons of refufal, figned by the members of the council. The bill, 
notwithftanding this refufal, becomes a law, if two-thirds of each houfe 
perlift in it. The bills approved by the council arc returned to the 
houfe from which they proceeded, with the fubfeription of the governor 

only. 


The 
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The members of the council of revifion receive no falary nor allow¬ 
ance for that fundion. Their fittings muft be during the feffion of the 
legiflature. 

The treafurer of the ftatc and of the counties are appointed by the le- 
giflature. 

The conftitution guarantees the grants of land made by the Icings of 
England previous to the month of Odober 1775, and annuls all thofe 
made fmee that period. 

T. he eledors for the nomination of the prefident and vice-prefident of 
the United States, are, by a law of the 12th of April 1792, chofen in the 
ftate ot New \ork by the two houfes of the legiflature. 

TAXES. 

The taxes in the date of New York are impofed in the grofs by the 
legiflature, and afterwards afTeffed by it upon the different counties, ac¬ 
cording to the \ alue of the properties refpedively contained in them. 

That firft divifion being made, the infpedors of each townfbip meet 
by counties, and determine, alter the fame rule, the part to be railed by 
each townfhip. 

The infpedors and the affeffors make in each townfhip a fimilar divi¬ 
fion among the individuals; and for this purpofc, they are by law di- 
reded to inform themfelvcs of the amount of the property, moveable 
and immoveable, of every perfon. The taxes being thus affeffed, they are 
levied by the colledors, and remitted by them to the treafurer of the 
county, who pays the fame to the treafurer of the ftate. 

No objed of taxation is fpecified in the laws; no principle preferibed 
for valuing property; no means taken to obtain from the individuals a 
declaration of their property; whence the affeffment of the taxes by the 
legiflature, the infpedors and the affeffors, can be determined only by an 

arbitrary eflimate of the general and relative riches of corporations and • 
individuals. 

The following is the manner in which they annually proceedto make 
the affeffment. 

V °L. II. 3 E • T n • 
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jfj the month of April every year the inhabitants of the different tovn- 
Ihips eleCl an mfpeCtor, from three to lev en afieflors, and one or more 
collectors. 

Every inhabitant chofen to thefe functions rauft accept of them, or 
pay a fine. 

The afTeffors meet, after having taken an oath for the faithful difeharge 
of their duty; they make an eftimate of the property of each inhabitant, 
diftinguifhing real from perfonal property, and fet down fuch eftimate in 
a lift, which is figned by the majority of them, and tranfmitted to the in- 
fpeCtors before the end of May, under the penalty of a fine of twenty-five 
pounds, or fixty-two dollars and a half, to the ufe of the county. 

The infpcCtors of each county meet the laft Thurfday in May, and 
from that eftimate of the afTeffors they affefs the tax upon the different 
townfliips, adding to the tax of the ftate that neceffary for the expences 
of the county, and the maintenance of the poor in every town. The 
ftatements are fent by the infpeCtors to the collectors of every divifion, 
with an order to levy the taxes conformably to them. From the firft of 
the money raifed, the amount of the Turns ordered for the fupport of the 
poor is paid to the infpeCtors of the^poor of each town; and the re¬ 
mainder, including the part required for the taxes of the ftate, is paid 
into the hands of the treafurer of the county. 

The county treafurers are appointed by the infpeCtors of taxes, and 

muft give fecurity. 

The orders for levying fent by the infpeCtors to the collectors, authorife 
them to fell the effeCts of the perfons taxed in cafe of non-payment; and 
in default of moveable property, the produce of their lands. 

When the collector is in arrears, the treafurer of the county dire&s an 
order to the fheriff to fell his property, real and perfonal, to the amount 
of the value of the taxes unaccounted for. He is however acquitted of 
this penalty, on fatisfying the treafurer of the county, upon oath, of his 
not having been able to obtain the payments. 

When the ftate has impofed taxes for its ufe, the treafurers of counties 

are, before the end of March, to fend the amount of this part of the taxes 

to 
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to the trcafurer of the ftate, with the rcafons for any deficiency in the 
levy, in default of which the fame Heps are to be purfued as againft col¬ 
lectors in arrear. 

It is the duty of the county infpeCtors, at their annual meeting, to ex¬ 
amine the deficiency in the levy of taxes impofed the preceding year; 
and if, notwithftanding the report of the collectors, the infpeCtors are of 
opinion, that the perfons who have not made good their payments are 
able to do fo, they are intitled to direCl anew fuch levy. 

If they approve of the reports of the collector, or if they are fatisfied of 
the infolvency of the collector himfelf, they add an additional fum to the 
amount of the deficiency, for the townlhip which has not made good its 
payment, and the fums firft levied the year following are appropriated td 
make up fuch deficiencies in the former year’s taxes. 

The allowances made to the infpeCtors and their clerks, and to the af- 
feflors, are included in the annual county rates. The collectors are intitled 
to dcduCt five per cent from the amount of their collection. The ihe- 
rift receives two and an half per cent of the fums he levies upon the col¬ 
lectors in default. The treafurer of the county has a commiflion of three 
quarters per cent on the fums received. 

The total expence for the afieflment and collection of taxes iri the Hate 
of New York, is eftimated at from fifteen to twenty per cent of the fums 
levied. 

There has beeil no tax for the Hate fince 1788 ; it was that year fifty 
thoufand dollars, three fourths of which was paid into the treafury the 
fir ft year; the reft was not completely paid in two years. 

As to the taxes neceffary for the cxpences of the counties, they are 
annually fixed at a meeting of all the infpcCfors of each townfhip and 
tow n, and are impofed, upon the fame principle with thofc of the ltate, 
at fo much a pound of the eftimated value. 

The poors tate is regulated at the fame meeting, on the report of the 
infpeCtors of the poor named by the inhabitants 5 but each town fupports 
its own ; and the ftate has, in order to prevent the fettlemcnt of the poor 
m their territory, or their change of refidence from one town to another, 

cnaCted 
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enacted laws, which are in fome meafure, but not entirely, free irom the 
faults of the Englilh poor-laws. 

The'few poor there are in the ftate are to be found chiefly at New 
York, which, like all great towns in the different parts of the world, con¬ 
tains at once more riches and more wretchednefs than towns lefs popu¬ 
lous and commercial, and ftill more fo than in the country. 

THE CIVIL LAWS. 

The laws relative to inteftates at New York, as in all the other ftates 
of America, divide the property equally among the children, after allow¬ 
ing a third to the widow; but the liberty of bequeathing is in this ftate, 
as well as the others, referved entire ; and the manners, efpecially in the 
great cities, and among the rich, are not in this refpedt fo republican as 
the laws. 

The roads are made altogether by the labour of the inhabitants of the 
townfhip through which they pafs. Every individual is obliged annually 
to contribute twenty days labour, or more, on the roads. The commif- 
fioners are directed to proportion juftly the number of days, according to 
the circumftances of the perfons who are to contribute. Perfonal labour 
is commutable for money, at the rate of half a dollar a day. The ufe of 
a carriage and horfes is received as an equivalent for three days labour. 
The juftices of the peace are the head infpedtors of the highways, and 
determine queftions refpedling them. Individuals who make roads at 
their own expence, and for their own ufe, may eredt gates on them. The 
townfhips are divided into highway diftridts, for the more eafy execu¬ 
tion of this law, which was made in 1 784 . In certain cafes where there 
is an extraordinary public advantage, or any particular difficulty in form¬ 
ing roads, as well as in other circumftances, the ftate gives fome afliftancc. 
In fpite of thefe laws, the roads in general are very bad in this ftate. 

• There are in the ftate of New York no bankrupt laws; but there is a 
law refpedting infolvent debtors, wffiich is nearly the fame thing. This 
law was made in 1788, and has ftnee received fome trifling and immate¬ 
rial alterations. 

Every 
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Every debtor, who cannot or will not pay his debts, may be imprifoned 
by the courts of juftice; and he cannot be liberated from prifon, but 
upon a petition of three-fourths of his creditors to the court of chancery, 
the fupreme court, or other court in the ftate. 

Thofe of his creditors whofe debts are fecured by any mortgage, can¬ 
not concur in fuch petition. The court to which the petition is ad- 
dreffed may decree the prifoner’s difcharge, upon taking his oath that he 
has given a juft account of his effedts and debts, and that his petitioning 
creditors claim no more than the exadt amount of the debts due to them. 

In the prifoner’s declaration of his property real and perfonal, and the 
relcafe he executes of it, are comprifed all effedls which he may fucceed 
to by inheritance; but the judgment pronounced of his liberation, dif- 
charges from all claim the property which he may thereafter otherwife 
acquire. 

There are great complaints in the ftate of New York of this law, as 
very unjuft. An honeft debtor, who has become infolvent from mif- 
fortune, remains for a feries of years, often all his life in prifon ; he is not 
liberated, but perhaps from the neglect of his creditors to pay his fub- 
fiftence, and then he is in a ftate of wretchednefs ; while the fraudulent 
debtor gives a falfe ftatement of his property, conceals part of his dif- 
pofable effects, and falfely putting down as creditors his friends, who are 
made to form the three-fourths of his creditors, he prefents a petition for 
his enlargement, obtains it, and then freely enjoys that part of his for¬ 
tune of which he has defrauded his real creditors. 

The law, it is true, appoints punilhmcnt by fine, for perfons appearing 
falfely as creditors j but that proof is never to be got. Unfortunately, 
in this, as in other cafes, a debtor who is a rafcal is better off than one 
who is honeft and unfortunate. 

They talk much of amending this law; but it ftill cxifts, and is ex¬ 
tremely injurious to trade, morality, and virtue. 

The laws of New York do not allow foreigners to acquire landed pro¬ 
perty ; for this it is neceffary to be a citizen of the ftate, or of the United 
States. The legillature however grants, without much difficulty, ex¬ 
ceptions 
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ceptians to this general prohibition, and there are few feffions in which 
fuch grants are not made to foreigners. In other refpefts, the right of 
citizenfhip is eafiiy acquired. 

THE CRIMINAL LAW. 

The criminal jurifprudence of the Hate of New York was, until lad 
year, the Englifh law in all its rigour. The example of Pennfylvania 
has, however, prevailed over ancient cuftom ; and in the laft feflion the 
legiflature has reformed it, after the mild and reafonable code of that 
Rate. 

Premeditated murders, and robberies committed in churches, are at 
prefent the only crimes punifhable with death. The latter part of this 
law affords rather a painful confideration—that in a Rate which allows 
alf religions to be equal, where every one is at liberty to contribute or not 
as he thinks proper, to the fupport of any kind ot worihip, and where 
robberies, even made with an armed force in dwelhng-houfes, were onh 
punifhable by imprifonment, this great additional feverity Ihould have 
been made againft robbery in churches. A remnant of the barbarous 
prejudice, which proves the influence ot priefts, could alone rank this 
fpecies of robbery with premeditated murder. Had reafon been confut¬ 
ed, it could only have been clafled with ordinary robbery in a dwelling- 
houfe; indeed it is undoubtedly lefs dangerous in all its confequenccs, 
than a robbery in an inhabited houfe, there being nothing to fteal iti 
churches but benches and prayer-books. But in the Rate ot New lork, 
as elfcwhcrc, opinion is more powerful than law; and the confequcnce 
is, that criminals guilty of this kind of robbery are generally acquitted by 
the juries, who think it their duty to be more juft than the aft, which is 
thus rendered a dead letter ; all refpeft due to the law is thus taken 
away, which proves its impropriety. 

There are fome other laws of this ftate to which ftmilar obfervations 

will apply. Such, for example, is that palled in 1788 , that condemns 

every perlbn who gets drunk to pay a fine of three fhillings, and to ftan 

in the pillory for two hours, and inflifts a fine ot fix fhillings lor e\ ery 

oath; 
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oath; another law of the fame date, which forbids travelling on Sun¬ 
day, under a like penalty of fix (hillings; and laftly, an ad of the fame 
year, which inflids a penalty of five times the fum loft on every perfon 
lofing at play more than twenty-five dollars in the fpace of twenty-four 
hours. 

An old eftablifhed government might find fome pretext for not re¬ 
voking obfolcte laws, which are not and cannot be executed, but there is 
no excufe for a legiflature to make new laws of that defeription. Go¬ 
vernments are yet too little perfuaded that public order can reft only on 
the moft abfolute obedience to the law. A fingle law allowed to remain 
unexecuted, gives a great fhock to refped for the laws, and when its not 
being executed proceeds from its execution being impoftible, from the 
manners, opinions, and other circumftances, it is the legiflators who are 
to blame, that the law lofes the veneration neceflary to it in a well-efta- 
blifhed order of focietv. 

The new criminal code of the ftate of New York, enaded in 1796, 
direds that two ftate prifons (hall be built, one at New York and the 
other at Albany, and preferibes their regulations, which are nearly the 
fame as thofe of the prifon of Philadelphia. The expcnce of eroding and 
lupporting them is to be defrayed by the ftate.. 

SCHOOLS. 

The legiflature of New York has alfo, in 1795, made a ftep towards 
the eftablifhment of free fchools in its territory; but little has yet been 
done, nor does there appear any certainty that they ever will be efta¬ 
blifhed. 

Twenty thoufand pounds, or fifty thoufand dollars, are annually appro¬ 
priated to the funds of the ftate, “ to encourage and fupport, in the dif¬ 
ferent towns and townfhips of the ftate of New York, fchools in which 
children fliall be inftruded in the Englifh language and grammar; in 
arithmetic, mathematics, and other moft neceflary and ufeful branches of 
knowledge, fo as to furnifh a complete Englifh education.” 

Each county, according to its known population, receives a part of this 

fum. 






448 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


fum, in the proportion regulated by the legiflature. The infpedors of 
each county fubdivide among the different towns the proportion allotted 
to the county. Each town muff add, for the fame purpole, from a tax 
raifed among themfelves, a fum equal to half of what it receives from the 

flate. 

The mayors, aldermen, and municipalities of the towns ot New York, 
Albany, and Hudfon, are the head infpedors of their towns, and may, as 
they judge mod proper, apply the fums colleded to this purpofe, either 
in lupporting the fchools already eftablifhed, or the charity-fchools, or in 
the eflablifhment ot new fchools. dhc fame powers aie given in the 
townfhips to the head infpedors of the fchools, who are eleded by the 

freeholders. . . . < 

Two commiilioners for each fchool, chofen in the fame manner as the 

infpedors, are to fuperintend the management ol the fchools, the ap¬ 
pointment of mailers, &c. 

This fum of twenty thoufand pounds given annually, is only for five 
years. The eflabUfhment of free-fchools is not preferred by the law; 
and the admiffion of negro children, or thofe ot colour, even in the cna- 
rity-fchools, is left to the difcretion ot the head in pedors. 

The cflablifhment of free-fchools through all the flate, an object fo 
truly defirablc, and the advantage of which is inconteflibly proved by the 
example of Maffachufetts, is not then a neceffaiy confequence of this 
liberal donation of the legiflature of New York. Some are etlablifhed; 
clfewhere the fums are applied to the improvement ot the fchools already 
exifting, and which are of no utility but to thofe in eafy circumflances; 
laflly, the children of flaves, and even of free negroes, have not a right 
to that education, which would be the firfl flep towards their folid, their 
ufeful emancipation. This law then is far from uniting all the advan¬ 
tages to be expeded from a great flate, engaged in the important objed 
of the education of youth, and making facrifices to that objed. What a 
difference between this law and that of New England upon the fame 
fubjed ! 

Another law of 1706 , which, like that refpeding fchools, is meant to 

facilitate 
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facilitate public education, incorporates the focicties formed in- different 
counties and to was for the eflabliffiment of public libraries. This law 
gives the legiflatire fandion to fuc'h eflablifhments, but docs not grant 
one fliilling ot ths Hate’s money to promote them. 

ST*AVERY. 

Tlie Hate of New York is not one of thofe which appear to have the 
moH liberal ideas as to flavery. It is therefore natural, that the laws, 
which in every country follow more orlefs the public opinion, fliould alfo 
in this refped be rather illiberal. 

It is ealy to conceive w'hy, in the fouthern Hates, the great number of 
Haves render their emancipation difficult, and why this difficulty gives a 
pretence for the opinion of the neceffity of fevere laws againfl Haves; 
but in the Hate of New York, where in a population of more than four 
hundred thoufand fouls, there are not twenty thoufand negroes, it is 
impoffibie to conceive what fo great obflacles there can be to the eman¬ 
cipation, and upoi what they can found their opinion, that on account 
of this trifling number of negroes there is a neceffity for more rigorous 
laws againffi them than againH perfons of another colour. 

Be this as it rmy, a law r , fo late as 1 / 88 , confirms the Hate of flavery 
in every negro, rmlatto, and meflee, who was a Have at the time of its 
cnadment; declares every child born, or to be born of a female Have, to 
be a Have; authorfes the fale of Haves, and fubjeds them for petty crimes 
to be tried by juflices of the peace, who may fentence them to imprifon- 
ment or w hipping. One claufe of the ad fubjeds them to this trial, and 
to this kind of puuiffiment, for flriking a white perfon, without any ex¬ 
ception in the cafe where the white man is the aggreflbr. The privilege 
of a trial by jury is, however, allowed to a Have, if the crime of which he 
is accufed be capital. He is alfo permitted to adduce evidence in criminal 
cafes, where other negroes are implicated. 

/ The new criminal code, founded in general on principles of humanity 
and juflice, does avay none of the truly unjufl and barbarous cnadment < 
Vol. II. 3 L ot 
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of that law. At the fame time, haves are generally treated with greater 
mildncfs by their mailers- in the ilate of New York, and lefs opprclfed 
with labour, than they are in the fouthern hates. The manners, in this 
refped, prevail over the rigour of the laws ; but the maimers arc here, a3 
in many of the other American Hates, impregnated with ividuy and ava¬ 
rice. This difpofition alone prevents the abolition of ilavery. It has 
been frequently propofed in the legiilature ; but hithert) ever)' mealure, 
even of a preparatory nature, has been rejected. Although the difpro- 
portion of free men to haves is fo great, that the greater part of the inha¬ 
bitants of New York poilefs no haves, the fmall number of thofe who do 
pohefs them are the richeil and greateit proprietors; anc in the hate ot 
New York, as elfewhcre, fuch perfons have the principal influence. 

The refpedl due to property is the arms with which every propofal for 
their enfranchilement is combated. I have heard one of their raoft en¬ 
lightened lawyers, a gentleman who in all other refpedis entertains the 
moll liberal opinions, infill, “ that it would be an attack upon property, 
to declare even the children ot female haves tree ;• tor (laid he) the maf* 
ters who have purchafed or inherited haves, poltefs them under the idea 
tliat their ijjiie fhall be their property, which they.cm employ or dif- 
pole of.” 

Thus, while in Virginia they ahert, “ that it is impffifible to abolilb. 
havery, without exporting at once all the negroes in the hate., in New 
York they fay, “ that it cannot be thought of to abolili havery, or take 
any fleps with that view, without paying to every proprietor ot a have 
the prelent value of their negroes, young and old, and tie ellimated price 
of their expedted defeendants.” This is certainly throwing every poffiblc 
obllacle in the way of the abolition of havery, and fbewing themfelves 
fairly inimical to-fuch a mealure. 

The obllaele preferred by the citizens of New Yorl. is the leaft diffi¬ 
cult to conquer. Admitting the principle of the neceftty ol an indemnir 
hcation to the mailers for their negroes, on their beiny made free, and 

valuing each negro at cue hundred.and thirty dollars, tie w hole amount 

would 
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would be only three millions of dollars. This price would {till bear re- 
du&ion, from the powerful motives of public intereft and honour, to 
which every member of fociety muft make facrifices. 

T. he question oi the property ot children unborn would not take a 
quarter of an hour to difeufs, if it were agitated in the legiflaturc ; laftly, 
this cmranchifement, il made as it ought to be, by degrees, would coft the 
{fate muchlefs facrifices; and being done in fucceflion, it would be al- 
molt imperceptible in their finances, which, befides, could certainly not 
be more worthily employed. 

*^ ork, as ellewhere, tne enf ranch ifement of the negroes ought 
to have for its end the advantage of the lfsate, its good order, and the bene- 
fit e\en of L he negroes to be made tree. Were this mealure too quickly 
and fuddeniy general, it would fail as to different objeCis of the firff ne- 
ceffity. I fhall not here repeat what I have obferved in another place in 
that refped, and what fo many others have laid before me. The ex- 
pence to the hate then would be reduced to a very fmali fum, in com- 
parifon to the utility and the duty of the meafure. But while the ftate 
of New York, furrounded with the examples of Connecticut, Maffachu- 
fetts, and Pennfylvama, does nothing towards this liberation, but feems 
to approve of the permanence of flavery by the filence or the refufal of 
its legiflaturc, it leaves its conftitution and its law's ftained with a blot 
which, without exaggeration, may bc-called di(honourable, as it cannot 
be excufed, or even palliated, by any circumftances exifting in that ftate. 

The exportation of foreign flaves into the ftate of New York is pro¬ 
hibited by the fame law which confirms the flavery of thofe who were 
m the ftate at the time of its enactment. This difpofition therefore in 
aw, and the mild manner in which the flaves are here generally 
treated, is a confirmation of the opinion, that pecuniary intereft, more 
t ian a real approbation of flavery, prevents the legiflature from proceed¬ 
ing m this rcfpeCt with that jufticc and judgment with which their other 
deliberations arc for the moft part conducted. 
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THE MILITIA. 

A law of 1703, paflcd in confequence of the militia law of the United 
States, regulates the formation and the government ot the militia ot the 
ftate of New York. It is diftributed in four divifions, one for each of the 
grand diftricftsof the ftate. Each of thefe divifions is commanded by a 
major-general, and fubdivided into different brigades, each brigade into 
different regiments, and thefe again into companies. The number of 
thefe corps is left at the difcretion of the commander in chief (the gover¬ 
nor of the ftate), who is guided in this refpedt by the population of the 
different diftri&s and counties. A company ot artillery and a troop of 

cavalry is attached to each: brigade. 

The militia are to affemble three times in the year twice by com¬ 
panies, and once in their regiments. The companies ot artillery and ca¬ 
valry are embodied on the orders of the major-general of the divifion. 

Courts martial, for the cognizance of military offences, are ordered 
by the governor, the general officers, and the major generals of the di¬ 
vifions, and alfo by the field officers of regiments, &c. according to the 
rank of the accufed. A fine is the moft ufual puniffiment for negleft 
of duty, &c. and fuch fine cannot exceed twenty-five dollars for the firft 
fault, nor a hundred and twenty for any fubfequent offence. Difmiffal 
is the higheft puniffiment which a court martial can infliff on an officer^ 
and in this cafe the fentence of the court martial muft be approved of 
by the commander in chief. 

' I n the cafe of fines, the fentence muft be approved by the comman- 
dants of divifion or brigade, according to the rank of the officer, and of 
the commander-in chief, if the officer convidled be a commandant of di¬ 
vifion. The fubaltcrns and privates are fentenced to a fine by a counci 
of officers of their regiment or brigade. Thefe fines are appropriated to 
the general expenses of the regiment, fuch as the purchafe of colours, 
drums, &c. Befides the perfons excepted from public duty by the ge¬ 
neral law of the United States, the following exemptions are made by 
the law of the ftate of New York, namely, the governor, the members 
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ot the legiflature, and their officers, the chancellor, the judges, the fccre- 
tary, the treasurer, the auditor, the attorney general, the chief furveyor, 
all the interior officers ot juftice, including jailors, two boatmen for each 
patlage-boat, where the roads crofs rivers, all the clergy, phyficians and 
furgeons, (except in fo far as their profeffional fervices are required) pro- 
tcflors and ftudents, fchool-mafters engaged in that profeffion for three 
months or more, perfons belonging to the poft-office, one man for each 
coin mill, all the firemen belonging to infurance companies, and the per¬ 
fons employed in ironworks and glafs works. Every other free man, 
from eighteen to forty-five, is fubjefl: to militia duty, except Quakers, 
who are relieved upon payment of three dollars annually. The gover¬ 
nor, in his character of commander in chief, may call out the militia in 
cate of invafion, or in any other particular emergency. 

THE FINANCES. 

The hate of New York is rich. Its annual revenue, proceeding from 
the intereft of money, lodged moftly in the banks of the hate, and in 
that of the United States, is two hundred and thirty-four thoufand two 
hundred and eighteen dollars. There has not, as already mentioned, 
been any general tax for the hate impofed fince the year 17 S 8 . 

The annual expence of the civil lift is about feventy-five thoufand 
dollars, and the money expended by the public treafury upon the uni- 
verfity, the college, the hofpital, fchools, and casualties, exceeds this fum. 

The ftate.ftill owes two hundred and twenty-five thoufand dollars, 
moftly treafury-bills granted during the war. In this fum is. not in¬ 
cluded the debt due to the United States, which • the commiffioners of- 
accounts have afeertained to be two millions feventy-four .thoufand eight : 
hundred and forty-fix dollars; and it appears that the State of New 
lork ls lefs djl P c '' C(i to P a y than any other of the United States debtors. 

TRADE. 

Of all the towns on the continent. New York is beft fituated for 
trade. It is the only port in the fftate, and is one of the greateft and 
rnoft flouriflnng in America* 
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All the produce of the ftate is brought to New York by water-car- 
ria-e, as well by the river as by canals, which the legdlature are unre¬ 
mittingly employed in completing, and which will eftablifh a lree 
communication between Lake Ontario and this port. Another intended 
canal is to run from Lake Champlain and Hudfon’s River, by which the 
productions of Lower Canada will be conveyed directly to New fork. 
The length of this canal will not exceed eighteen miles ; it is to termi¬ 
nate at South Bay, which communicates with Lake Champlain. 

New York alfo receives, by its noble river, all the productions o! that 
part of Mafl'achufetts, fituated on the weft of the Green Mountams, and 
of that part of the ftate of Vermont, which is in the fame trad. 

The impoftibility which the State of Connecticut finds ot extending 
its commerce for the want of a fufficient capital and good ports, adds to 
the trade of New York all that of Connecticut. New York is afo the 
place of exportation of moft of the provifions from New Jerfey, is well 
as of the importation neceflary for this ftate, which, as we have dread) 
feen, carries on little or no trade at its fine port ot Amboy. 

None of the ftates is more rapidly increafing than New York. All its 
new lands, to the weft of Albany, along and behind the Mohawk River, 
which were not formerly inhabited, are' peopling very faft. Tie im- 
menfe country, extending from the Mohawk River by the Wood Creek, 
as far as Lake Ontario, and which has, at different times bac , 
purchafed by companies on fpeculation, begins to be divided and cleared. 
In that ftill larger traCl, which runs to the fouth of Lake Oneida as tar 
as the boundaries of Pennfylvania, there are a number of fettlemmts th 
farther advanced. Geneflee, which was in a manner a defert four years 
ago, is peopling beyond every expectation ; and all the immenle territory 
of the State of New York is now inhabited, except a traCt between the 
river Geneflee and that of Niagara, which was acquired trom the Indians 
only laft month, and a fmall part ltill retained by the Indians, vs hch they 
will foon be obliged to difpofe of to fpeculators. • -< _ 

Thefe lands will be foon inhabited ; they are good, tome of them ot 
the firft quality; and the flats of the Geneflee, which I fpokc ot in m y 
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journey in the year 1795; are at leaf! equal to the German flats along 
the Mohawk River, which has been confidered the richeft land in 
America. This country will be peopled by the inhabitants of New Eng¬ 
land, the moil induftrious, active, and enterpriflng of all the United 
States; and if, as is expelled, the obftru&ions in the navigation of the 
River Ofwego and Wood Creek were removed; if the canals projected, 
and already begun, to join Wood Creek and Mohawk River; and the 
canal to make Mohawk River, navigable as far as Albany, were com¬ 
pleted ; and if the find bank in Hudfon’s River, flx miles below this 
town, in the mi dll of the iflands called Overflaugh, which at prefent 
prevents large veflels from going up to Albany, were, as it is thought 
practicable, cleared away, New York would enjoy a great part of the fur 
trade. 

This year two fmall floops have already made this voyage from Nia¬ 
gara. But what was to them a matter of labour, will undoubtedly be 
foon made eafy for larger veflels, and will add much to the profperity of 
all the Hates of New York, and particularly its capital. 

New York is, next to Philadelphia, the place of the greateft trade in 
the United States. The amount of its exports in 1 791 was two million 
four hundred and ninety-one thoufand and fifty-four dollars ; in 1 799 ; t 
was two million five hundred and twenty-eight thoufand and ninety- 
five dollars; in J 793 it was two million nine hundred and eighteen thou¬ 
fand three hundred and three dollars; in 1794 it was five°miiIion four 
hundred and thirty-five thoufand four hundred and twenty dollars; in 
1 793 it was ten million three hundred thoufand fix hundred and forty- 
two dollars ; and in 1 79b it was twelve million two hundred and eighty- 
eight thoufand and twenty-feven dollars. 

The articles of commerce are the fame as in the other principal ports 
of the United States; and thefe, as well as in all the others, the re-ex¬ 
portation of the produce of the Antilles makes a great part of their ex¬ 
ports. 1 have not been able to procure equally fatisfadory details in 
wiped of the imports, exports, and tonnage of tills great port as i" ob¬ 
tained in levcral others; lor having requefied from. Mr. Wolcott, fe.- 
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cretary of the treafury, a letter to the colle<ftof of the cuftoms, by which 
means alone I could get the information, he faid that in the prefent poli¬ 
tical htuation of the United States with b ranee, fuch compliance to a 
Frenchman was impofiible: and although I faw in this the perfcnal dif- 
pofition of the fecretary of the treafury, and that this ftatcfman did not 
wifh to difclofe what he confidered political fecrets to one whom he 
looked upon.in fomc degree is an enemy, I was obliged to fubmit to his 
harfh anfwer. The value of the exports from the State of New York in 
1 788, was one million nine hundred and twenty-five thoufand dollars. 

Potatoes are more exported from New York than from any other port 
of the United States. That commodity is here, as in all the other ftates, 
fubjceded to infpe&ion, and it is the only article that is always fold for 
ready money. All the other articles of produce i'ubjeCt to be mfpcctcd 
in the other ftates are fo in this. The examination of flour, although 
more ft rich than in the fouthern ftates, is lefs fo than at Philadelphia. 


THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

New York is, next to Philadelphia, the largeft and beft town in the 
United States. Thefe two cities rival each other almoft in every refpefi. 
Philadelphia has hitherto had the advantage, but from the fine fituation 
of New York there is reafon to expe<d that fooner or later it will gain 
the fuperiority. 

It is calculated that this city contains at prefent upwards of fifty thou¬ 
fand inhabitants. There have been no lefs than four hundredand fifty new 
houfes built here in this prefent year. It is incrcafed and beautified with 
unheard of quicknefs; a circumftance owing, no doubt, in a great mca- 
fure, to the immenfe benefit its trade has derived for thefe two or three 
years from the prefent ftate of Europe. But if peace dimimfh, as it 
certainly will, their excefiive profits, the extenfion of the cultivated lancjs 
and fettlements in this vaft territory, the produce of which w ill find, di- 
redtly or indirectly, a vent by Hudfons River, will lnlure a folid founda 
tion, independently of all foreign circumftances, for the increafing P r0 * 
perity of the trade of New York. To all thefe advantages New York 
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adds that of lying more to the eaflward, and nearer to the fea than any 
port in America, except Boflon; and it is never choaked up with ice, 
although that part of the bay, which is formed by the mouth of the river 
and the fea, is fometimes frozen fo hard as to make an cafy communica¬ 
tion on the ice between the city and the iflands called Governor’s and 
Staten Blands. 


New York is built at the extremity of the ifland of Manhattan, now 
generally known by the name of New York Bland. This ifland, which 
is fifteen miles long, and three broad at the widefl part, is formed by 
Hudfon’s River and Eafl River, improperly fo called, it being nothing 
elfe than an arm of the fea, wlijch feparates Long Bland from New York 
Bland and the continent. The firfl houfes of New York, then New 
Amflerdam, were built in 1014 by the Dutch. The Englifh made 
themfelves mafrers of it in ](384, and retained it till 1783. It was the 
lafl town on the continent which they quitted. 

In 1775, when it was evacuated by the American troops, the befl part 
of the town, and that lituated next the fort, was, as the Americans fay, 
burnt by the Englifh, and, according to the Englifh, by the Americans. 

This quarter of the city has been rebuilt fince the peace, and is now 
one oi the handfomeft parts in it. The town had formerly been built 
without any regular plan, whence every where almofl, except what has 
been rebuilt in confequence of the fire, the flreets are fmall and crooked ; 
the foot-paths, where there are any, narrow, and interrupted by the flairs 
from the houfes, which makes the walking on them extremely inconve¬ 
nient. Some good brick houfes are fituated in thefe narrow flreets; but 
in general the houfes are mean, fmall, and low, built of wood, and a 
great many of them yet bear the marks of Dutch tafle. The new part 
of the city built adjoining to Hudfon’s River, and parallel with its courfe, 
is infinitely more handfome; the flreets there being generally flraight,* 
broad, interfering each other at right angles, and the houfes much bet¬ 
ter built. There is not in any city in the world a finer flreet than Broad¬ 
way ; it is near a mile in length, and is meant to be flill farther ex¬ 
tended : it is more than a hundred feet wide from one end to the other. 
VoL ’ U - * M Moft 
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Moil part ofthehoufes are of brick, and a number of them extremely 
handfome. From its elevated fituation, its pofition on the river, and the 
elegance of the buildings, it is naturally the place of refidence of the 
moll opulent inhabitants. Broadway is terminated, at one end, by a 
handfome fquare, in the front of which is the governor’s houfe, built in 
a very good flile of architecture, upon the fpot where the fort itood be¬ 
fore the revolution. The demolition of this fort has alfo left between 
the governor’s houfe and the river a large fpace, which has been formed 
into a public walk, upon the banks of Hudfon’s River, and from thence 
round to Eaft River, commands a view as far as the narrows at the en¬ 
trance of the roadflead. Thus, in this promenade, the eye embraces at 
once all the outlets of this great port, and fees all its fliipping come in 
and go out. This walk, which is called the Battery, might undoubtedly 
be kept in better order, and be made more agreeable to the ulc it is in¬ 
tended for, by planting fome trees, &c. but as it is, its fituation makes it 
incomparably the moff delightful public walk any where to be found. 

The fortifications erected upon Governor’s Ifland, to defend the en¬ 
trance of the harbour, are partly of brick and partly of earth ; they are 
in a refpedtable ftate of defence. The works were begun three years ago, 
upon a Very good plan, by M. Vincent, a French engineer, and eighty 
thouland dollars granted by Congrefs have been already expended upon 
them ; but it will take a great deal more to complete them; and this 
muft be expended regularly, and without delay, which is feldom the cafe 
with works of this kind in the United States. It appears, however, evi¬ 
dent to me, that to fortify the heights of Long Ifland, would be alone an 
effe&uai defence of the harbour of New York ; at leaft that it would be 
an indifpenfiible addition to its fecurity, as there is nothing to prevent 
an enemy from landing in fomc places in that ifland, and having pof- 
fefled themfelvcs of thefe heights, they might foon become mafters ot 
New York, which they could eafily deftroy by their artillery. 

New York was, till laft year, the feat of the legiflature of the fiate, 
which has been fince that time transferred to Albany. The building in 
which the legiflature held its fittings, and which contains alfo the courts 
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of juftice, is one of the moft elegant, or, at leaft, the moft fpacious in 
the city. It is, however, much inferior to the defcriptions given of it in 
all the American Gazetteers. 

There are here nineteen places of worfhip, belonging to different reli¬ 
gions. Of thefe the Trinity Church and St. Paul’s are the largeft and 
moft elegant. St. Paul’s is the epifcopal church. The billiop, the mi- 
nifters, and the re&or are paid from its revenues, which there, as in all 
the others in America, are increafed by letting out the pews. The mo¬ 
nument ereCted by order of Congrefs to the memory of General Mont¬ 
gomery, who was killed at the fiege of Quebec, in 1 7 Q 5 , ftands againft 
one of the outfide w^alls of St. Paul’s Church. 

There are three markets at New York, but all of them fmall and nar¬ 
row, very much inferior to thofe of Philadelphia, both in ftze, and in 
ncatnefs, and regularity. T. hey arc iupphed from Jerley, and, in a great 
meafure, from Long Ifland. The ncarnefs of the fca makes the fifli- 
market be better fuppiied here than at Philadelphia. All the trade of 
confequcnce is carried on by Eaft Liver, where likewife come the veflcls 
from Connecticut. It is only the vcflcls belonging to Hudfon’s north 
river that land their cargoes at the keys upon that river. 

The water is, in general, bad at New York, although in fome quar¬ 
ters it is lefs fo than in others. There is a pump placed at the extremity 
of the city, where thofe families that are not fatisfied with the wells and 
common pumps,, get their water. The fpring which fupplies this pump 
belongs to one of the inhabitants, and is by him let for tw r elve hundred 
dollars, to a perfon who is faid to fell daily from fifteen to twenty thou- 
fand gallons, and fometimes more. This water is known in the town by 
the name of tea water. 

But I have faid enough of this city. All the accounts which I could 
give of it would not equal the defcriptions to be found in moft of the 
American almanacks. I fhall therefore confine myfelf to a few words on 
its public ertablifhments. 
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4 Qq TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 

HOSPITALS AND PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

An hofpital fit to contain a hundred and fifty patients, is fupported at 

New York at the expence of the Rate. 

In this hofpital are admitted all the poor inhabitants of New York, and 
even Arrangers. An order, figned by one of the directors, is all that is 
required; and from the number of patients, which feldom exceed forty, 
it appears that this facility of admiffion is not abufed. 

Thofe patients who can afford it, pay to the inflitution two dollars and 
a half weekly for their expences. 

A fkilful phyfician vifits the patients regularly once a day; and a 
young phyfician and an apothecary live in the houfe. The lludents 
who attend the phyfician in his vifits, pay, as at Philadelphia, a fmall 
fum towards forming a library. Adore attention feems to be paid here 
to the patients than at Philadelphia; or, at leaft, the hofpital is regu¬ 
lated fo as to be of more benefit in the inftrudfion of the pupils, and even 
of the phyficians. A very correct journal is kept of the different difeafes, 
their management, the effedf of the medicines, &e. 

Upon the whole this hofpital feems to be well managed, but the pa¬ 
tients labouring under different diforders are not kept fufficiently apart, 
which is principally owing to the fmall number of the fick. The hof¬ 
pital having been burnt during the war, it has been rebuilt partly by 
fubfcription, and partly by the public money. It is at this time fup¬ 
ported altogether by the ffate, who have endowed it with the fum of 
twelve thoufand five hundred dollars paid annually by the treafurcr. 
The diredfors have applied for an augmentation of this fum, which is re¬ 
quired for the additions and ameliorations as well of the buildings as of 
the ground furrounding it. They, wall obtain this augmentation from 
the wife liberality of the legiflature, which never refufes ufeful and be¬ 
neficial expences, although they might fometimes employ them with 
more advantage and judgment than they have done. • 

The poor’s-houfe is fupported by a poor's-rate raifed among the in¬ 
habitants of the city, and is under the diredtion of infpedtors of the poor. 

There 
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There are generally from fix to eight hundred paupers kept in this houfe, 
betides fix hundred more who received afliflance from it during winter. 
The building was eredted laft year, and coft twenty-five thoufand 
pounds, or an hundred and thirty thoufand dollars. It is kept remark¬ 
ably neat, and the poor well treated. A great number of thefe are in¬ 
firm, decayed, and children, to that the only labour that can be expedted 
from them is the kitchen-work, wafhing, fewing, and working in the 
garden belonging to the houfe. 

The annual expence of each pauper is calculated at forty pounds, or 
an hundred and fifty dollars. The annual poor’s-rate amounts to thirty^ 
thoufand dollars, and is in proportion to one third of the whole taxes 
raifed in the city in thofe years where there is no extraordinary expence. 

If a poor’s-houfe be any where proper, it is undoubtedly in a great 
. city, but, in my opinion, it is feldom a good inftitution either in a poli¬ 
tical or charitable point of view. According to the acknowledgment of 
the infpedlors of the poor at New York, the poor-houfe of New York 
produces paupers. 

It is aftonifhing, that we fee nowhere in America the cftablifhment of 
benefit-clubs, where the working clafs might, by contributing a fmall 
part of their earnings, fecure to themfelves, in their old age, a fupport 
arifing from their economy, which wuuld prevent that kind of fhame 
ever attending the receipt of public charity, and would be, in its effedts, 
as beneficial to the morals of the people as to the finances of the ftate, 
and its true profperity. Such inftitutions fliould therefore receive every 
public encouragement. 

A numerous focicty, called the City Difpenfary, provides alfo, by fub- 
tcription, for the relief of the indigent fick, in providing them with medi¬ 
cines. A phyfician, a furgeon, and an apothecary, are appointed and paid 
by the fociety to give their advice to the patients who attend there in > 
virtue of an order from a member of the fociety. In cafes of neceflity 
they are alio to viiit the poor at their own houfies, and to inoculate them 
if required. The fubfeription is five dollars a year, which gives the 
member a right to have two patients at all times on the lift j and a mem¬ 
ber 
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ber may nominate more upon the additional payment of two dollars, 
and a half for each. A fubfeription of fifty dollars is the qualification 
of a member for life. This fociety annually relieves from feven to eight 
hundred fick. It is a kind of inftitution common to all the large towns 
of the United States, and feems to be one of great utility. 

At New York, as in all the great trading towns on the continent, 
there are a great number of prifoners for debt. A fociety has been 
eftablifhed by voluntary fubfeription, which provides amply for the wants 
of thofe debtors who have no other recourfe to procure garments and bed 
clothes. The juries called in courts of law, who are allowed a fhilling a 
day each for their attendance, generally alfo give up this fmall falary to 
the above purpofe. The relief thus granted to the poor prifoners amounts 
annually to five or fix hundred dollars. 

There are fcveral other charitable locietics eftablifhed at New York, all 
with a view of relieving the unfortunate, the fick, and of different de- 
feriptions; each of which has its particular regulations. 

This is the proper place to mention the relief granted by the ftate and 
city of New York to the unfortunate colonifts who efcaped from St. Do¬ 
mingo, and w hich has been continued ever fince the year 1/03, when it 
was begun. 

Immediately upon their arrival at New York, a fubfeription was 
quickly raifed for their relief, amounting to the fum of eleven thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-four dollars, and fince that time eleven thoufand 
two hundred and fifty dollars more have been granted by the legifiature 
of the ftate for the emigrant colonifts. The ftate of New York has had 
alfo the diftribution of feventeen hundred and fifty dollars, as their pro¬ 
portion of fifteen thoufand dollars voted by Congrefs in 1 7 [M with the 
fame intention; fo that the unfortunate colonifts of St. Domingo have 
received from the ftate of New York the fum ot twenty-four thoufand 
fix hundred and twenty-four dollars, or an hundred and thirty-two thou¬ 
fand nine hundred and feventy French livres. 

The benevolent fpirit which induced the fubfeription and vote for 

thefe fums has alfo prelidcd at their diftribution. Immediately on their 

arrival 
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arrival houfes were taken to receive thofe moft deftitute of refources; 
they w r ere there fupplied with food, clothing, and fewel; the lefs necef- 
fitous received a fmall weekly allowance of from fix to twelve dollars, 
according to the number of their family. By degrees thefe fuccours be¬ 
came lefs ncceffary. France provided for the fupport of a great number 
of families; a number of others, from time to time, returned to the co¬ 
lonies, or proceeded to France; but the ftate of New York has never 
ccafed to exercife its benevolence, and there now are raifed funds to fe- 
cure the French families in the city who are deftitute of refources, againft 
the wants and feverity of the approaching winter. The dilfributors of 
thefe fuccours have been Lawrence Emery and Richard Lar^ener, 
both Quakers, who deferve every praife, and the particular gratitude of 
all Frenchmen, for the goodnefs, the jullicc, and the unremitting atten¬ 
tion with which they have difeharged this honourable funclion. Richard 
Larasner is now the foie agent, Lawrence Emery having been dead for 
thefe two years. 

BANKS. 

There are two banks eftablifhed at New York ; one of thefe is a branch 
of the bank of the United States, and is conduced in the fame man¬ 
ner, and under the fame regulations, as the other branches of that bank; 
the other is the bank known by the name of the New York Bank. It 
was incorporated in 1791 ; its capital is nine hundred and fifty thoufand 
dollars, in nineteen hundred fhares of five hundred dollars each. The 
rules and the bufinefs carried on by this bank are fimilar to thofe of the 
others eftablifhed in the United States, particularly in Pennfylvania. In 
its adminiftration, and in all its tranfadlions, it is abfolutely independent 
of the ftate, which, by a particular regulation, may purchafe as far as 
a hundred fhares, but has no farther vote in the deliberations, than in 
proportion to its fhares as an ordinary proprietor. This bank defervedly 
enjoys the confidence of the public. Its dividends are about nine per 
cent per annum. The prefent value of fhares is about twenty-five per 
cent above their original price. 


PRISONS, 
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PRISONS. 

I have before mentioned that the criminal jurifprudence has been re¬ 
formed in the Rate of New \ork, and, with the exception of the crime 
of robbery in churches, has been made altogether fimilar to that of Penn- 
fylvania: that new fyflem necefiarily produced the prefent regulation of 
prifons. The legiflature of New York have been anxioufly engaged in 
this particular, and in the conflrudlion of a prifon at New York tor flate 
convidls; and in the mean time, fince patting the law, it has been ordered 
to delay building the prifon at Albany. 

The new prifon at New York is already nearly finifhed, and it is 
upon a very complete plan. Its walls inclofe four acres, and nothing is 
wanting in refpedl of fecurity, extent, good air, divifion of the different 
claffes of prifoners, facility of fuperintendence, and every other circum- 
flance necetfary to this fort of inflitution, and will, without doubt, be 
one of the mofl perfedl buildings of its kind. It may give fome idea of 
the liberality of the legiflature of New York in defraying expences tor 
public utility, to {late that this prifon will coll upwards of nine hundred 
thoufand dollars. It will not be entirely completed till the next year, 
but in the prefent year the chief of the lodging part will be finifhed, and 
the conv'iSts arc to be removed thither in the courfe of a month. 

This prifon is intended for that clafs of prifoners only ; pritoneis 
for debt, and thofe committed by the police, being confined in fepa- 
rate prifons. It were to be wiflied, that it had been built within the 
city, from which it is about half a mile diflant, as it w r ould in that cafe 
have been in lefs danger of being forced from without, and the perfons 
in confinement refeued. But the city of New York is extending fo 
rapidly on that fide, that in a very few years it is probable the prifon will 
not be thus infulated: and even now it is not at fo great a diflance but 
affiflance may be eafily got when neccffary. 

The internal government of this prifon will be conducted, as at Phila¬ 
delphia, under infpedlors, principally Quakers. One of thofe, Thomas 

Eddy, whofe philanthropy, virtue, and zeal, merit equally the efleem 

of 
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of the public, will render this inftitution in no refpedt inferior to that of 
Pennfylvania. He is one of the moft excellent of men, his firft wifh be¬ 
ing to do good to others. In giving him this praife, I do not mean to 
detract from the merit of his coadjutors, who, he allures me, are ani¬ 
mated with the fame fentiments as himfelf; but, as I happen not to be 
acquainted with them, I cannot fpeak from my own knowledge. 

The convifts are at prelent confined in the ordinary prifbn, and are 
well fuperintended: four or five of them are in the fame apartment; but 
they are not made to work, the place not permitting it. In the fame 
range of buildings where the convicts are kept, is the houfe of correction, 
for women confined by order of the police. It is the old fyftem of the 
Salpetrierc at Paris, in all its imperfe&ions. I could not fee, without 
horror, two or three girls, twelve years of age, arrefted as public profti- 
tutes ,* and one of them was there for the fecond time. The vices of 
large cities are every where alike. 

THE COUNTRY ABOUT NEW YORK. 

The illand of New York being the only place round the city that can 
be reached without croffing water, the ground there has rifen to an 
enormous price. In this place the moft opulent inhabitants of New' 
York have their country feats. Among theft, that of Mr. Olive 
is moft diftinguifhed for its fimplicity and tafte, and for its pleafure- 
grounds, planted with all the European trees, reared with an attention 
very uncommon in America, and which is fully recompenfed by its fuc- 
cefs. Mr. Olive s houfe. is ftill more remarkable for the truly patriarchal 
and hofpitable life he there leads. He paffes at this villa all the time 
he can fpare from his bufmefs as a merchant, and has the happinefs to 
be, with one of the moft accomplifhed of wives, furrounded by a charm- 
ing family. He is of the firft rank among thoft Frenchmen whom no 
private intereft could induce to make them forget that of their country. 
The Americans allow, that this difpofiti-on is more common among the 
French, than among any other people. 

Vol. II. 3 N 
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«The foil is in general bad in the ifiand of New York; it fells however 
higher than any of the grounds in the environs of Philadelphia. 

The land in Long-lfland, which is the dearer in proportion to its vici¬ 
nity to New York, is of a very inferior quality. In other refpc6ts, how¬ 
ever, that ifiand is extremely agreeable. The land, although very in¬ 
different, is well cultivated, the market of New York furnifhing a cer¬ 
tain and profitable vent for their produce. Yet towards the middle of 
the ifiand there is a good deal of ground, of a light and dry fand, that 
has been hitherto confidered as unfit for cultivation. Although I went 
through the whole of this ifiand, I do not confider it fufficiently interefl- 
ing to enter into any details refpecting it, fueh as I have given of my 
other journies. In a fpaee of four hundred miles fquare, Long-lfland 
contains, according to an enumeration made in 1700, thirty-eight thou- 
fand two hundred and nineteen inhabitants, including four thoufand 
eight hundred and thirty-nine flaves. 

THE MANNERS OF NEW YORK, AND NOTICES OF PERSONS 
INCIDENT TO THE SUBJECT. 

Every thing is ftill deafer at New York than at Philadelphia: the 
fhops are not fo well fupplied, and the fhopkeepers not fo civil and 
obliging. 

The manners are the fame at New York as in the other large towns 
in America, throughout all the different dalles of fociety. In point of 
hofpitality, the inhabitants hold a middle degree between tliofe of Phila¬ 
delphia and thofe of Boflon. 

Their political opinions were more favourable to England two years 
ago than they are now; and it is at prefent doubtful whether Mr. Jay, 
who owes his election as governor of the Rate to that difpofition, will be 
re-elected the enfuing year. 

I had great pleafure in again meeting here Mr. Hamilton, who, as I 
have already mentioned, is one of the moll; interefting characters in Ame¬ 
rica *, he unites, to an enlarged understanding, a great degree of courage 

and 
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and firmnefs, with mild and extremely agreeable manners. It is gene¬ 
rally thought, and apparently with fome foundation, that he ftroiigly in¬ 
fluenced, and even directed the conduct of General Wafliington in the 
lafl: years of his prelldcricy. Mr. Hamilton is, more than any other of 
the federalifl; party, expofed to the ill-will of the oppolite party: he is a 
very eminent Barrifter at New York, and his profeflional conduCt is 
highly liberal. Born without a fortune, he quitted the office of fecretary 
of the treafury without a fortune, when the circumftances of the confo- 
lidation of the public debt, the extenflve fales of land, &c. gave him im- 
menfe opportunities of becoming rich, without the rifle of public cenfure, 
it he had chofen to profit by them ; but a difintercftednefs in pecuniary 
masters, eveiy where rare, but particularly fo in America, is a univer- 
fally allowed trait in Mr. Hamilton’s character; and I have been in¬ 
formed, by his clients, that their only contefl with him is reflecting the 
fmallnefs of the fees he requires. 

Colonel Burr, who is alfo one of the moft diftinguiflied characters in 
the United States, for the extent, precifion, and clearnefs of his judg¬ 
ment, for his acquired knowledge, and for the delicacy and generofity 
ot his fentiments, and whole friendthip I have enjoyed for thefe two 
years, made me acquainted with the aged General Clinton, formerly 
governor ot the ftate of New York, who is now as ardent in his love of 
liberty as he was at the age of thirty ; and as he has devoted himfelf 
during the whole courfe of the revolution, and fincc that period, to efta- 
blifh and preterve the liberty ot his country, he alfo has a number of ene¬ 
mies in the federalift party ; but, from what I have feen, and from what 
I Know of him, I confider him a man of the moft eftimable character. 

Another inhabitant of New York, whom I frequently met during mv 
laft flay there, where my intention of returning foon to Europe induced 
me to keep little company, is Edmund Livingston, one of the moft 
enlightened and eloquent members of the oppofition partv in congrefs. 
When the American politics, coming round towards England, rcftraincd 
public expreffions of attachment to the unfortunate Lafayette, whom 
they knew in fad more as the prifoner of George the Third, and under . 
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the influence of that monarch, than that of the Emperor, and prevented 
any attempts being made to loofen his chains; Edward Livingfton more 
than once raifed his voice in congrefs, to engage them to take proper 
fteps towards the deliverance of that unfortunate but eftimable character, 
and to call the honourable attention of congrefs towards his fom Al¬ 
though Edward Livingfton is too young to have ferved with Lafayette 
in America, and could have no particular tie to him, he faw in his caufe 
that of the friends of liberty, that of America, and he has fupported it 
with warmth. He has always been feconded by a number ot his col¬ 
leagues, and often by the majority; he would have been fo by the whole, 
in any other ftate of political diipoiltions. 

I lhall be pardoned for adding the name of Kosciosko to the lift 
which I delight in commemorating. There is no heart friendly to liberty, 
or an admirer of virtue and talent, in whom the name of Kofciofko does 
not excite fentiments of interefl and refped. The purity and liberality 
of his intentions, the boldnefs of his undertakings, the able planner in 
which he conducted them, and the misfortunes and atrocious captivity 
which have been their confequence, are too well known to require reped- 
tion. It is alfo well known, that Paul the Fir ft fignallfed the com¬ 
mencement of his reign by the enlargement of this refpe&able Merer, 

^ whole imprifonment and barbarous treatment made every generous mind 
' condemn Catharine, if the whole life of that infamous woman, blacken¬ 
ed with crimes and vices, could be fullicd by an additional crime, la 
America, where he ferved with diftin&ion in the war of the revolution, 
has Kofciofko come to feck an afylum. He lodged, when I faw him, at 
the houfe of the brave General Gates, in whofe army he was employed 
at the memorable affair of Saratoga. The confequenccs of his wounus, 
which Hill prevent him from the free ufe of one of his legs, and his rigor 
ous confinement, have impaired his health, but it now begins to he 
eftablifhed. Simple and mod eft, he even fhed& tears of gratitu e, a 
teems aftonifhed at the homage he receives. He fees in cveiy manw 
is the friend of liberty and of man, a brother. His countenance, f{ ar - 

iing with fire, difeovers a foul which no circumflances can render 
^ pendent. 
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pendent, and expreffes the language of his heart. Shall 1 never then fight 
more fior my countryP He {peaks little, particularly on the misfoi tunes of 
his country, although the thought of thefe occupy his whole foul. In a 
word, elevation of fentiment, grandeur, iweetnels, force, goodnefs, all 
that commands refpedt and homage, appear to me to be concentrated in 
this celebrated and interefting victim of misfortune and defpotifm. I 
have met few men whofe appearance fo much excited in me that effect. 

His young friend Niemcew'ICZ, who was wounded in the fame battle 
with Kofcioiko, and, like him, was imprifoned in the dungeons of Ca¬ 
therine, has followed him to America, and devotes to him the fondefl 
attentions of friendfhip. Niemcewicz is, from his noble Sentiments, the 
agreeablenefs of his manners, and the extent of his knowledge, a perfon 
particularly interefting. He is faid to hold the firft rank among the 
poets of his country. 

After having feen both thefe great men as often as I could, I left them, 
with a fincere with for the happinefs of their country, which was re¬ 
turned with an equal with on their part in behalf of mine. 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE UNITED STATES. 

■r T~y~i -- 

H AVING given a {ketch of the conftitutions and principal laws of 
the union, I have now to fpeak of the federal government, which 
exercifes a fovereign power over the whole, and forms the bond which 
unites them together. 

The political character of the times gives a degree of importance to this 
part of my work that belongs to no other; were it not, indeed, abfolutely 
neceflary to render the notions of my reader more diftind and perfed 
refpeding the United States and their feveral governments. 


SITUATION OF THE UNITED STATES PREVIOUS TO THE 

YEAR J 7S7- 

Early in the American revolution, and in the mid ft of the dangers of 
that war it occafioned, a congrefs was held of deputies from each of the 
dates, who, fitting together in one chamber, formed the government of 
the union. The only bond which connected the feveral dates, at this pe¬ 
riod, was the common caufc in which they were engaged; and the ge¬ 
neral confidence was the foie authority of the congrefs. But fo impe¬ 
rious w r ere the circumdances in which they aded, andfo perfed the zeal 
of their conftituents, that the orders they iffued, many of which ex¬ 
ceeded their authority, were promptly and fcrupuloufly obeyed. The 
congrefs thus drengthened with the public opinion accomplifhed many 
great objeds; it levied armies; raifed extenfive loans; formed important 
alliances; maintained the war w'ith vigour; and proclaimed the inde¬ 
pendence of the country^. 


The 
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The articles of confederation which were not adopted till i;si, g ave 
the congrefs a more extendve authority; but one that was Itill very li¬ 
mited, and, in many refpedts, incomplete. By thole articles it had au¬ 
thority to require of the different Hates the money neceffary for the war, 
and the expences of the union; but it was totally deftitute of all means 
of coercion on the ftates, or even individuals, who fhould refufe to bear 
their portion of the public burthens; and all regulations of commerce, 
however general, were left to the feveral Hates, 

At the peace, zeal and confidence abated with the abfence of the dan¬ 
gers that gave them birth. The congrefs found the limits of its au 
thority too narrow; it was defiitute even of power to execute its own 
laws; and was, on that account, unwilling to pafs many that were ne¬ 
ceffary. The inadequacy of the government to its objeCt was felt in 
every diieClion ; the feveral Hates neglected to fulfil engagements made 
by the congrefs, in the name of the whole, to pay debts contracted for 
the war; the paper of the congrefs was depreciated ; credit exiHcd no 
longer; and commerce languilhed. England laid heavy duties on the 
importation of the produce of the American Hates. Some of the Hates, 
it is true, impofed heavy duties on Englifh goods ; but that meafure was 
not general, and, in the condition of the country, the expedient was pre¬ 
judicial to the Hates by whom it was adopted. 

It was in the midfl ot thefe and other calamities, and with a defign of 
applying a remedy to them, that the Convention of Annapolis, and after- 
wards that ot Philadelphia, were convoked. 

This lafl convention framed the conflitution which at this day exifis 
in the United States. Although it is already well known, I will here fet 
it down entire and in its own words. A conflitution is a thing of which 
a perfedl idea is not formed from a mere abflraft; and a complete idea 
of the American conflitution is neceffary to comprehend what I have to 

fay concerning the debates on this conflitution, and the oppofition it had 
to encounter. 


CONSTI- 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Wc, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perM 
union, eftablilh juftice, infure domeftic tranquillity, provide tor the 
common defence, promote the general welfare, and feeure the bleffmgs 
of liberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do ordain «nd eftabhlh thia con- 
ffcitution for the United States of America. 

Article I.' 

SeClion 1ft. All legUlative powers herein granted (hall be veiled in a 
congrefs of the United States, w hich (hall confift of a fenate and houfe 

of reprefentatives. . , e , 

Sett 2d The houfe of reprefentatives ftiall be compofed ot mem ers 

chofen every feeond year by the people of the Several dates ; and the 
clcftors in each (late (hall have the qualifications requifite tor eleftorso 

the moll numerous branch ot the Hate legiflature. < 

No perfon Ihall be a reprefentative who ihall not have attained to the 
age of twenty-five years, and been feven years a citizen ot the mte 
States; and who Ihall not, when eleded, be an inhabitant of that itate 

in which he Ihall be chofen. , * i 

Reprefentatives and dired taxes ihall be apportioned among the lever 

ftates which may be included within this union, according to their re- 
fpective numbers, which Ihall be determined bj adding to t 
number of free perfons, including tbofe bound to fervice tor a e 
years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifihs ot all other p • 
The adual enumeration (hall be made within three years after the 
meeting of the congrefs of the United States, .nd within eiVubi - 
quent term often years, in fuch a manner as they (hall by bin • 
number of reprefentatives (hall not exceed one for every thirty too., 
but each (late (hall have at lead one reprefentatire ; and until fat* 
mcration (hall be made, the (late of New HampQure (liall be en . 
ehoofc three, Maffachufctts eight, Rhode Ifland and Providence Pla • 
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tions one, Connecticut five, New York fix,' New Jerfey four, Pennsyl¬ 
vania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia ten. North Carolina 
five. South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the reprefen tat ion of any {late, the execu¬ 
tive authority thereof {hall iflue writs of election to fill fuch vacancies. 
The houfe of reprefentatives fhall choofe their fpeaker and other officers, 
and fhall have the {ole power of impeachment. 

Se£i. 3d. The fenatc of the United States fhall be compofed of two 
fenators from etch {late, chofen by the legislature thereof, for fix years; 
and each fenator fhall have one vote. 

Immediately iftcr they fhall be affembled, in confequence of the firfl 
election, they {hall be divided as equally as may be into three claffes. 
The feats of the fenators of the firfl olafs fhall be vacated at the expira¬ 
tion of the fecond year; of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the 
ourth year; and of the third clafs at the expiration of the fixtli year • 
io that one-third may be chofen in every fecond year; and if vacancies 
happen by refignation, or otherwife, during the recefs of the legislature 
o any {late, the executive power thereof may make temporary appoint¬ 
ments until the next meeting of the legislature, which Shall then fill up 
fuch vacancies. * 

No perfon fhal be a fenator who fhall not have attained to the a£r e of 

t irty years, and been nine years a citizen of the United States; and who 

Shall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of the Slate for which he fhall 
be chofen. 


The vice-prefident of the United States fhall be prefident of the fe- 
nate ; but fhall hive no vote, unlefs they be equally divided. 

The fenatc fhall choofe their other officers, and alfo a prefident, pro 
tempore, in the ablence of the vice-prefident, or when he fhall exercife 
the office of preficent of the United States. 

i he Senate fhall have the foie power to try all impeachments. When 
fitting for that purpofe, they fliall be on oath or affirmation. When 
he prefident of tic United States is tried, the chief juflice {hall prefide; 

V0L ' IL 3 0 and 
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and no perfon (hall bo convbftcd without the concurrence of two-thirds 

° f Jud^tX-feof impeachment, (hall not extend further than to 
a removal from office, and a ^qualification to hold and enjoy any office 
of honour, truft, or profit under the United States ; but the party eon- 
viaed (hall be neverthelefs fubjeft to indidment, tnal, judgment, and 

' '"syaHth' The tinfcs, places, and manner of holding deftnm for fe- 
nators and reprefentatives, firall be prefcribed in each (late by the eg. - 
lature thereof; but the congrefs may at any tune by law, make or alter 
fuch regulations, except as to the place of choofing enators. 

The congrefs (hall affemble at lead once every year, and fueh meet¬ 
ings (hall be on the firft Monday of December, unlefs they (hall by aw 

“ P Cth.^Each houfe (lrall be the judge of the eledions, returns, and 
qualifications for its own members, and a majority oi each (hall confc- 
tute a quorum to do bufmefs; but a fmaller number may adjourn r 
day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of abfent 
members, in fuch a manner, and under fueh penalt.es as each home may 

'’'Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings, puniffi its mem¬ 
bers for diforderly behaviour, and, with tire concurrence of two-third, 

expel a member. . • 

Each houfe lhall keep a journal of its proceedings, an tom _ 

time publilh the fame, excepting fuch parts as m their ju ^ 

require fecrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the members ot ci. 
on any queftion, lhall, at the defire of one-filth of thofe prefen , 

‘“Nehhcfhiufe'rduring the feffion of congrefs, (hall, wlth ° Ut 
fent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor c ai y 
place than that in which the two houfes lhall be fitting. . • 

S e a. 6th. The fenators and reprefentatives lhall receive a comp ^ 
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tion for their fervices, to be afeertained by law, and paid out of the trea- 
fury of the United States. They ffiall, in all cafes, except treafon, fe¬ 
lony, and the breach of peace, be privileged from arreft during their 
attendance at the feffion of their refpe&ive houfes, and in going to and 
returning from the fame; and for any fpeech or debate in either houfe, 
they fhall not be quettioned in any other place. 

No fenator or reprefentative fliall, during the time for which he was 
cle&ed, be appointed to any civil office under the authority of the United 
States, which fhall have been created, or the emoluments whereof fhall 
have been encreafed during fuch time; and no perfon holding any office 

under the United States fliall be a member of either houfe during his 
continuance in office. 

SeSL ;th. All bills for raffing revenue ffiall originate in the houfe of 

reprefentatives; but the fenate may propofe or concur with amendments, 
as on any other bills. 

Ever)' bill which ffiall have patted in the houfe of reprefentatives, and 
the fenate, ffiall, before it becomes a law, be prefented to the prefident 
of the United States ; and if he approve, he ffiall fign it, but if not he 
ffiall return it, with his objections, to that houfe in which it originated, 
■who ffiall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed to 
reconfider it. If, after fuch re-conlideration, two-thirds of that houfe 
fhall agree to pals the bill, it ffiall be fent, together with the objections, 
to the other houfe, by which it ffiall alfo be rc-confidered, and, if ap¬ 
proved by two-thirds of that houfe, it ffiall become a law. But in all 
fuch cafes the votes of both houfes ffiall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the perfons voting for and againft the bill ffiall be en¬ 
tered on the journal of each houfe refpeCtively. If any bill ffiall not be 
returned by the prefident within tendays, Sundays excepted, after it ffiall 
have been prefented to him, the fame ffiall be a law, in like manner as if 
he had figned it, unlefs the congrefs, by their adjournments, prevent its 
return, in which cafe it ffiall not be a law. 

Every order, r-efolution, or vote, to which the concurrence of the fe- 
nate and houfe of reprefentatives, may be neceffary, except on a queftion 
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of adjournment, flwll be offered to the prefident of the United States; 
and before the fame (hall take effeft, (hall be approved by him, or, being 
difapproved by him, (hall be repaffed by two-thirds of the fenate and 
houfe of reprefentatives, according to the rules and limitations prefenbed 

in the cafe ot a bill. A , 

Sett 8th The congrefs fliall have power to lay and collect taxes, du- 

ties, imports, and excifes; to pay the debts, and provide for the common 
defence and the general welfare of the United States; but all duties, un- 
pofts, and excifes, fliall be uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the fcveral 

ftates, and with the Indian tribes ; , 

To cftablifli the uniform rule of naturalization, and undorm laws on 

the fubjea of bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign com, and 

fix the flandard of weights and meafures ; 

To provide for the punifliment of counterfeiting the Securities and 

current coin of the- U nited States ; 

To eflablifli poff: offices and poft roads ; 

To promote the progrefs of fciences and ufeful arts, by fecunng, lor 
limited times, to authors and inventors, the exclufive right to their re 

fpedlive writings and difeoveries ; 

To conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court, 

To define and punifti piracies and felonies committed on the high feas, 
and offences committed againft the laws ol nations; 

To declare war, grant letters of marque, and reprifal, and make ru es 

concerning captures on land and water; 

To ralfe and fupport armies; but no appropriation of money lor that 

ufe fhall be for a longer term than two years; 

To provide and maintain a navy ; 

To make rules for the government and regulation of the land and nav 
forces; T 
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To. provide for the calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the 
union, lupprefs infurredions, and repel invafions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and difciplining the militia; and 
for governing ffich part of them as may be employed in the fervice of 
the . United States, referving to the ftates refpedively the anointment of 

the officers, and the authority of training the militia according to the dis¬ 
cipline preferibed by congrefs ; 

_ cxerc ifc exclufive lpgiOation in all cafes whatfoever, over fuch dif- 
tned, not exceeding ten miles fquare, as may by ceffion of particular 
ftates, and the acceptance of congrefs, become the feat of government 
of the United States; and to exercife like authority over all places pur- 
chafed by the confent of the legillature of the ftate in wlich the fame 
ftiall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arfenals, deck-yards, and 
other needful buildings: and to make all laws which ffiall be neceffiary 
to carry into execution the foregoing powers, and all other powers vefted 

oy this conftitution in the government of the United States, or in any 
department thereof. * 

Sea. 9 th. The migration or importation of fuch perfons,as any of the 
ftates now cxifting ihall think proper to admit, ffiall not be prohibited 
by the congrefs prior to the year ]808; but a tax or dutj may be im¬ 
posed on fuch importation, not exceeding ten dollars for eaci perfon. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus ffiall not be ftfpended, un- 

lefs in cafes of rebellion or invafion, or when the public fafety may re¬ 
quire it. , J J 

No bill of attainder or ex pojlfatlo law ffiall be paffed 

t N ° c fP itation or other dired tax ffiall be laid, unleft in proportion to 
the cenfus or enumeration herein before direded to be taken 

No tax or duty ftiall be laid on articles exported from am ftate.—No 
preference ffiall be given by any regulation of commerce 01 revenue to 
the ports of one ftate over thofe of another ; nor ffiall vefl'els bound to or 
from one ftate, be obliged to enter, dear, or pay duties in another. 

* o money ffiall be .drawn from the treafury, but in confequence of ap¬ 
propriations made by Law; and a regular ftatement and account of the 

receipts 








473 


TRAVELS IK NORTH AMERICA, 


receipts and expenditures of all public money {hall be putlilhed from 

tin No 0 t,t'“ofnobility fltall be granted by the United States; and no per- 
for, holding any office of profit or truft under them ffiaU, without- the 
conl'cnt of congrefs, accept of any prefent, emolument, office, oi i le, o 
any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign ftate. 

S e( l , 0 th. No ftate fliall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confc, 
deration ; grant letters of marque and reprifal; coin money ; emit bills 
of credit; make any thing but gold and filter coin a tender m payment 
of debts; pafs any bill of attainder, ex pojl fafh law, or law impairing 
the obligations of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

No ftate lhall, without the confent of congrefs, lay any impofts or 
duties on imports or exports, except what may be abfolutely ncccfiar, 
for executing its iiifperftion laws ; and the net produce ot an duties and 
impofts, laid by any ftate on imports or exports, fiiall be for die ue o 
tlmtreafury of the United States; and all fuch laws fliall be fubjee to 

the revifion and controul of the congrefs.— No ftate fliall, without tic 

confent of congrefs, lay duty on tonnage keep troops, or Clips of war, in 
time of peace; enter into any engagement or compaft with anodier 
ftate, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unlefs adually invaded, 
or in fuch imminent danger as will not admit delay. 


Article II. 

Se5l. lft. The executive power fliall be veiled in a prelident of t 
United States of America : he fliall hold his office during the term of tour 
years, and, together with the vicc-prcfident chofen for the fame term, be 

elected as follows. , 

Each ftate fliall appoint, in fuch manner as the legiflature theieo y 

direct, a number of debtors, equal to the whole number ot tenators an 
reprefentatives to which the ftate may be intitled m the congrcis : u no 
fenator or reprefentative, or perfon holding an office ot tru or pro 
under the United States, lhall be appointed debtor. 

The eledors fliall meet in their reipcbtivc ftates, and vote by hallo o 
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two perfons, of whom one at leaft ihall not be an inhabitant of the fame 
ftate with themfelves. And they fhall make a lift of all perfons voted 
for, and the number of votes for each ; which lilt they Ihall fign, certify, 
and tranfmit, fealed, to the feat of government of the United States, 
dircbfed to the prefident of the Senate. The prefident of the fenate fhall, 
in the prefence ot the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, open all the eer- 
tificates, and the votes lhall then be counted. 

The perfon having the greateft number of votes fhall be the prefident, 
it fuch a number be a majority of electors appointed; and if there be 
more than one who have fuch majority, and have an equal numbdr of 
votes, then the houfe of reprefentatives lhall immediately choofe, by bal¬ 
lot, one of them for prefident; and if no perfon have a majority then 
from the five higheft on the lift, the faid houfe fhall, in the like manner, 
choofe the preiident. But in choofing the prefident the votes fhall be 
taken by ftates, the reprefentations from each ftate having one vote; a 
quorum for this purpofe fhall confift of a member or members from two 
thirds of the ftates, and a majority of all the ftates fhall be neceflary to a 
choice. In every cafe, after the choice of the prefident, the perfon having 
the greateft number of votes of the debtors fhall be the vice-prefident. 
But if there fhould remain two or more who have equal votes, the fenate 
fhall choofe from them, by ballot, the vice-prefident. 

The congrefs may determine the time of choofing the ele&ors, and 
the day on which they fhall give their votes; which day fhall be the 
fame throughout the United States. 

No perfon except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of the United 
States, at the time of the adoption of this conftitution, fhall be eligible 
to the office of prefident; neither fhall any perfon be eligible to that 
Office who fhall not have attained to the age of thirty-five years, and 
been fourteen years a refident within the United States. 

In cafe of the removal of the prefident from office, or of his death,, 
refignation, or inability to difcharge the powers and duties of the laid 
office, the fame fhall devolve on the vice-prefident, and the congrefs may 
by law provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignation, or inability,. 

both 
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both of the prefident and vice-prcfident, declaring what officer (lull 
then aft as prefldcnt, and fuch officer ffiall aft accordingly, until the 
difability be removed, or'a prefident fhall be elected. 

The prefident ffiall, at ftated times, receive for his fernces, a compen- 
fation which ffiall neither be increafed or diminiffied during that period 
for which he ffiall have been eledted, and he ffiall not receive within that 
period any other emolument from the United States or any of them 
Before he enters on the execution of his office, he ffiall take the fob 

lowing oath or affirmation: . , 

.. l'do folemnly fwear, or affirm, that I will faithfully execute the 

office of prefident of the United States, and will, to the bed of my 
ability, prefer*, proteft, and defend the conftitution of the United 

States.” # r . A 

Sett. 2d. The prefident ffiall be commander in chief of the army an 

navy of the United States, and of the militia of the feveral ftates; when 
called into the a&ual fervice of the United States, he may require the 
opinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of the executive de¬ 
partments, upon any ffibjedl relating to the duties of their revive 
offices, and he ffiall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for o - 
fences again* the United States, except in cafes of impeachment. 

He fhall have power, by and with the advice and confent o tie e 
mate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the fehators pre ent con 
cur- and he ffiall nominate, and by and with the advice and confent o 
the fenate ffiall appoint ambaffadors, other public minifters, and conluls, 
judges of the fupreme court, and all other officers of the Unite a es, 
whofe appointments are not herein otherwife provided for, and v In 
ffiall bz eftablifficd by law. But the congrefs may, by law, veft t e ap¬ 
pointment of fuch inferior officers, as they think proper, in the preiiden 
alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of the departments. 

The prefident ffiall have power to fill up all vacancies that may a P 
pen during the recefs of the fenate, by granting commiffions which i 

expire at the end of their next feffion. . . 

Se&. 3d. He ffiall, from time to time, give to the congrefs in ^ 
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tion of the ftate of the union, and recommend to their con(ideration 
fuch meafures as he {hall judge ncceffary and expedient; he nay, on ex¬ 
traordinary occafions, convene both houfes, or either of tlem, and in 
cafe of difagreement between them, with refpedl to the time of adjourn¬ 
ment, he may adjourn them to fuch time as he {hall think proper; he 
{hall receive ambaffadors, and other public minifters; he {hall take car£ 
that the laws be faithfully executed, and {hall commiiTion all the officers, 
of the United States. 

Sett. 4th. The prefident, vice-prefident, and all civil ofleers of the 
United States, lhall be removed from office on impeachment for, and 
eonvi&ion of treafon, bribery, or other high crimes and.mifcbneanors. 

Article III. 

'Sett. ill. The judicial power of the United States {hall be veiled in 
one fupreme court, and in fuch inferior courts as the congref may, from 
time to time, ordain and eftablifh. T. he judges, both of the lupremc 
and inferior courts, {hall hold their offices during good behaviour, and 
ffiall, at {fated times, receive for their fervices, a compenfalion, which 
ffiall not be diminiffied during their continuance in office. 

Sett. 2d. The judicial power ffiall extend to all cafes .in law and equity, 
arifing under this conftitution, the lawsf of the United States and treaties 
made, or which ffiall be made, under their authority ; to all cafes, affect¬ 
ing ambaffadors, other public minifters* and confuls; to all cafes of ad¬ 
miralty and maritime jurifdi&ion; to difputes to which :he United 
States ffiall be a party ; to difputes between two or more ftat(s; between 
a Hate and citizens of another {late; between citizens of the fame ftate 
claiming lands under grants of different ftates; and between a ftate or 
the citizens thereof and foreign ftates, citizens or fubjeifts. 

In all cafes affefting ambaffadors, other public minifters, and confuls, 
and thole in which a ftate ffiall be party, the fupreme court ffiall have 
original jurifdi&ion.' In all the other cafes before mention^ the fu¬ 
preme court ffiall have appellate jurifdiftion, both as to law and tad\ 

•Vol. II. 3 P with 












THAT EES IN NORTH AMERICA, 

4o^ 

with fuch exceptions, and under fuch egulations as the congrefi fiwtt 

'"xhe trials of all crimes,, except in <afes of impeachment, fell he by 
iury • and fuel, trials ihall be held in the ftate where tne hud crimes Ihall 
have* been committed ; but when not committed within any of the 
United States, the trials ihall be at, fud. place or places as the congrefs 

may by law have directed. . 

Setl ad. Treafon againff the Unkec States ihall eonfift only m levy¬ 
ing war againft them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid 
and comfort. No perfon ihall be ccnvifled of treafon, unlefs on the 
eeftimony of two witneffes to the fame overt ad, or on confeffion m 

° P The° congrefs ihall have power to dsclare the puniihment of treafon, 
but no attainder of treafon ihall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, 
except during the life of the perfon attainted. 

Article IV. 

Sea. tft. Full faith and credit ihall be given iu each totetodhejb- 
lic ads, records, and judicial proceedings of every other ftate_ And 
congrefs may by general laws prefcrilc the manner in which fuch ac , 
records, and proceedings ihall be provrd, and the efted thereo . 

Sea. 2d. The citizens of each Hate ihall be entitled to all pnvdege. 

and immunities of citizens in each of the feveral ftates . 

A perfon charged in any ftate with treafon, felony, or other enm , 
who Ihall flee from juftiee, and. be bund in another ftate, Ihall on de¬ 
mand of the executive authority of tae ftate from which he has fled, 
delivered up, to be removed to the ftite having jurifdiftion o t ^ 
No perfon held to fervice or lat'our in one ftate, un er t e ^ 
thereof; efcaping into another, Ihall, in confequcnce of any law ref¬ 
lation-therein, be difeharged from fuch fervice or labour, but fha e 
livered up on claim of the. party to vhom fuch fervice or labour may 

due. 
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SeSi. 3d. New ftates may be admitted .by the congrefs into this union., 
but no new ftate fhall be formed or erected within the jurifdidion of any 
other ftate; nor any ftate be formed by the junction of two or more 
ftates, or parts of ftates, without the confent of the legiflatures of the 
ftates concerned, as weH as of the congrefs. 

The congrefs fhall have power to difpofe of and make all needful 
rules and regulations refpeding the territory, or other property belonging 
to the United States; and nothing in this conftitution fhall be fo con- 
ftrued as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any parti¬ 
cular ftate. 

Sett. 4th. The United States fhall guarantee to every ftate in this 
union a republican form of government, and fhall protect each of them 
againft invasion; and on application of the iegiflature, or of the execu¬ 
tive power, when the Iegiflature cannot be convened, againft. domeftic 
violence. 

Article V. 

The congrefs, whenever two-thirds of both houfes fhall deem it necef- 
fary, fhall propofe amendments to this conftitution, or, on the application 
of the legiflatures of two-thirds of the feveral ftates, fhall call a convention 
for propofing amendments, which' in either cafe fhall be valid to all in¬ 
tents and pufpofes, as part of this conftitution, when ratified by the le- 
giflaturcs of three-fourths of the feveral ftates, or by conventions of three- 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be pro- 
pofed by the congrefs : provided, that no amendment which may be 
made prior to the year 1808, fhall in any manner affed the firft and 
fourth claufes in the ninth fedion of the firft article; and that no ftate, 
without its confent, fhall be deprived of its equal fuffrage in the fenate. 

Article VI. 

All debts contraded, and engagements entered into, before the adop¬ 
tion of this conftitution, fhall be as valid againft the United States under 
this conftitution, as under the confederation. 

3 ?2 


This 








This confutation, and the laws of the United States, which lhall be 
made in purfuance thereof; and all treaties made, or which lhall be 
made, under the authority of the United States,. flialL be the fupreme law 
of the land; and the judges in every ftate lhall be bound thereby, any 
thing in the conftitution or laws of any ftate to the contrary notwith- 


ftanding. 


The fenators and reprefentatives before mentioned, and the members 
of the fevcral ftate legiflatures, and all executive and judicial officers, 
both of the United States and of the feveral ftates, lhall be bound by oath 
or affirmation to fupport this conftitution; but no religious teft lhall ever 
be required as a qualification.to any office, or public trull under the United 


States. 


Article VII. 


The ratification of the convention of nine ftates lhall be lufficient for 
the eftablilhment of this conftitution, between the ftates fo ratifying the 


fame. 


Done in the convention,, by the unanimous confent of the ftates pre- 
fent, the 17 th day of September, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of 
the independence of the United States of Anyrica the twelfth. In wit 
nels. whereof, we have hereunto fubfcribed our names. 

George Washington, prefident, and deputy of Virginia. 

Deputies of New Hampjhire _ John Langdon. 

Nicolas Gilman. 

Majfackufetts. Nathaniel Gorham. 

Rufen King. 


New York. 
New Jerfey, 


William Samuel Johnfom. 
Roger Sherman.. 
Alexander Hamilton. 
William Livingfton. 
David Brearly. 

William Paterfon. 
Jonathan Day ton. 


Deputies 
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Deputies of Pennjylvania. Benjamin Franklin. 


Thomas Miflin. 
Robert Morris. 

George Elymer. 
Thomas Fitz-Simons. 
Jared Ingerlbll. 

James Wilfon. 
Governor Morris. 


Delaware. 


George Reed. 


Gunning Bedford, jun. 
Richard BafTet. 

Jacob Brown. 


Maryland. 


James Mac-Henry. 


Daniel St. Thomas Jonifer. 
Daniel Caroll. 


Virginia. 


John Blair. 


James Maddifon, jun. 


North Carolina. William Blount. 


Richard Dobbfpaight. 
Hugh Williamfon. 


South Carolina. John Rutledge. 


Charles Cotefworth Pinckney. 
Charles Pinckney. 

Peter Buttler. 


Georgia . 


William Feer. 


Abraham Baldwin. 


Attefted William Jackson, Secretary. 
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STATE OF PARTIES AT TIIE TIME OF PROPOSING THE NEW CONSTI¬ 
TUTION TO THE CONVENTION AT PHILADELPHIA. DEBATES IN 
THE CONVENTION. 

The con.ftitu.tion did not pafs without warm debates, but as the 
ftruggle was occaftoned as much by the views and paffions of the dif¬ 
ferent parties that agitated America, as by the advantages or defefts of 
the conftitution itfelf, I think it right, before I fpeak of thefe debates, to 
fay a word of the ftate of parties at that period. 

Although there was -a perfect accord among the friends of the revolu¬ 
tion during the war, . many of the Americans, and efpecially of the 
inhabitants of the towns, were not of that number. Many who oppofed 
the llamp-aft, exprefled lefs repugnance to the tea-aft. There were 
many even of thofe who concurred in the oppofition to that laft aft, who 
wholly difapproved of the meafures of defence for which America pre¬ 
pared on the arrival of the troops from England, finally, there were op¬ 
ponents, both in and out of congrefs, to the-declaration of independence, 
that great and deciftve meafure, which alone .formed the falety of the 
United States, by placing them in the neceffity of conquering, or giving 
up every thing for which they contended. Many of the opponents ol 
independence threw themfelves, one after another, into the arms of the 
Tories, who, under the influence of England, were exerting all their 
powers to defeat the revolution. Others, although they could not op- 
pofe the will of the majority of the country, gave it a very lukewarm 
fupport; and thefe latter, who called themfelves the moderate part), 
were viewed with equal diflatisfaftion and miftruft by each of the other 
two. 

When the revolution was effefted, its partifans, without difficulty, 
were reconciled to the moderate party, whom the fuccefs of the reiolu 
tion had already brought over to them ; and the I ories were for f° mc 
years the only objefts of the hatred of the reconciled parties. 

- Succefs begets clemency in a nation, as well as among individuals, an 

confequently 
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confequently a difdain of the oppofition of their enemies, which indeed 
is a fecond and not a mean triumph to the conquerors. The Tories were 
in time viewed with lefs diflike. In fome inftances their confifcated 
eftates were reftored to them; in others, they were permitted to enter 
on their eftates, on repaying the purchafe-money to the prefent poflef- 
ft>rs, which in general was ftnall: thofe who were banifhed were fuffered 
to return to their country, and all thefe took the oath to maintain inde- , 
pendence; and thenceforth the diffentions of the revolution Teemed to be 
for ever healed. 

The converfion, however, of many of thefe, was far from being fin- 
cere; and, if among the converts fome have fteadily maintained the in¬ 
dependence of the United States, they certainly were not the majority. 

Peace was no fooner concluded, than the United States fell into the 
greateft diftreft. The debts due from the merchants to England, the 
payment of which had been prohibited by the congrefs during the war 
were now impatiently demanded. The American merchants were al- 
moft univerfally fued, and the remnant of their effeCls feized, by the 
agents of Englifli houfes. To relieve their diflrefs, they proceeded againft 
the retailers, who had been unable to pay them during the war, and 
who, at this time, had as little power of fatisfying their demands. The 
greater part of the merchants were ruined ; and, being compelled to 
abandon their commercial concerns, they gave place to new adventurers, 
who were chiefly Englifli, and raoft of them, agents of the Englifh cre¬ 
ditors. So widely did this ruin extend, that at this day there are. not 
among the American merchants one in fifty who was engaged in com¬ 
merce, even To. lately as the year 1783. 

T. he feveralftates had themfelves contracted debts-for the wan Some 
of thefe, willing to fund their debts, impofed taxes for the purpofe, which 
were fo far beyond the means of the inhabitants that they could not be 
levied without extreme rigour: merchandise, cattle,—in fine, all kinds 
of eft'etfs, were almoft univerfally feized; whih very fmall and ineffec¬ 
tual levies were, obtained. The extremities to which government pro¬ 
ceeded 
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ceeded in thefe cafes, occafioned general difcontents, and were the caufc 
of infur regions in Maffachufetts,' New Hampfhire, and Rhode-Iiland. 

The paper money, both of the Union and the feveral Rates, was de¬ 
preciated to the loweft point, and inundated America. The embaraff- 
inents of commerce, and in fomc cafes its utter ruin, the natural conic- 
quence ot this Rate of things j the inability of the laws to enforce the 
taxes of the different Rates, and even thofe of the congrefs; a fpirit of 
iealoufy and rivalry among the feveral Rates ; the incoherency of their 
feveral commercial regulations, and its deplorable confequences ; the in¬ 
adequacy of the congrefs to produce unanimity, or to apply any remedy 
to thefe complicated evils—produced fomething little fhort of anarchy in 
the United States. The partifans of the mother country, and that country 
itlelf, now made themfelves certain that this new born nation could not 
exlR without England, and would loon be compelled to return to its 
former condition. 

The difeontent was univerfal. The friends of freedom were alarmed. 
They faw at once, that the drawing clofer the ties ot the Union, and the 
extenfion of the powers of the federal government, were the only things 
that could preferve the independence of the United States. 

Such were the dangers which gave rife to the convention of Annapolis. 
No more than five Rates fent delegates to this affembly; and thefe had 
powers only to frame a general fyRem for the commerce ot the Union, 
which, by advancing the intereRs of the whole, fhould maintain a good 
undcrRanding among the feveral Rates. The delegates, perceiving how 
far they fell fhort of a general reprefentation of the Union, and the in¬ 
adequacy of their own powers to effedt any important change, diffolved 
the convention, after drawing up an addrefs to all the Rates, in which 
they urged the necefiity of each of them fending deputies to a new con¬ 
vention, with full powers to deliberate on the general fituation of the 
Union, and to devife means to add folidity and force to the prefent con- 
Ritution, indifpenfable as that was to the reRoration of their affairs. 
They concluded, by propofing the affembling of that convention in the 

following 
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following May; and they difpatched copies of the addrefs to the con- 
grefs, and the executive branches of the feveral if ate s. 

The invitation of the delegates of Annapolis was accepted by every one 
of the ilates, but that of R.hode-Iiland ; and was the parent of that great 
and memorable convention held at Philadelphia in 1/87* whence iprang 
the prefent conilitution of the United States. 

But the deiigns of the different ilates, in deputing members to the 
convention, and the opinions of the delegates themfelves, were far from 
being of one kind. Even the feveral friends of libertv were not unani¬ 
mous in their plans. Few of the ilates gave their deputies power to de¬ 
liberate on a new conilitution ; they were all willing to give efficacy to 
the conilitution in exiilence, and to make a code of regulations for the 
general commerce ; but few wiffied to advance further. The enlightened 
men of the time faw, that a confederation haftily made, in the moment 
of a revolution, and in the midft of the imminent dangers and imperious 
wants of the war, was not fuch a form of government as was neccffary 
for the durable profperity of the Union. Each of them ilrongly felt the 
neceffity of a new conilitution, but were far from being agreed as to the 
parts of which it was to be compofed. 

It was to be expe&ed, that the Engliffi conilitution would find parti- 
fans among the members of ilates that w^ere fo lately Engliffi colonies ; 
that conilitution was familiar to them ; they had long been conducted by 
its principles; it was the moil free form of government at that time 
known, and had been juftly ranked above all others; the vices of the 
Englifh government were independent of its conilitution ; and theabufes 
which had crept into the conilitution might with facility be feparated, 
in its adoption, from its better principles—every trial of a new fiyilem 
was dangerous to a country; the advantages of the Engliffi conilitution 
were proved by experience ; England had reached the highcil degree of 
profperity under its aufpices—fuch reafonings as thefe were fufficiently 
poweiful to account tor the conduct of thofe who propoied to adopt the 
Engliffi conilitution in the United States, or to frame one approaching it 
as near as poffible, without fecking to diigrace them with motives of per- 
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fonal interest and ambition. On the other hand, that fcheme could not 
fail to find many opponents, precifely becaufe it was of Englifh extrac¬ 
tion. A people who had fo recently bent their whole force to throw off 
their dependence on the crown of England, could fcarcely be fuppofedto 
look for the fecurity of their liberty, and the continuance of their inde¬ 
pendence, in a conftitution from which they had derived fo many mif- 
fortunes. That conftitution, in whatever manner it might be modified, 
appeared to them to affedt the equality of ranks exifting among all the 
inhabitants of the ftate, to which were ftrongly attached that immenfe 
number that had nothing to expedt from the dcftru&ion of equality. 
The public fentiments were at that time almoft umverfally republican; 
and the Englifh conftitution would plant feeds of ariftocracy, that it was 
feared would grow up to the extirpation of thofe of liberty, ft he Englifh 
conftitution might be fuitable to a people grown old, powerful, and 
wealthy, and be very unfit for a people in a ftate of infant weaknefs. In 
a word, the fervility of imitating the Englifh conftitution, feemed to be a 
ftep towards the old fubjugation to England and the difpofition of the 
United States was greatly averfe to fuch a difgrace. fthefe reafonings 
raifed opponents to the adoption of the Englifh conftitution, even among 
thofe who, acknowledged the' neceftity of a change ; and this, properl} 
fpeaking, is the era of the origin of parties in the United States. 

Such were the difpofttions of the two parties, when the twelve dele¬ 
gates arrived at Philadelphia—Rhode-Ifland not having, fent any to the 
convention. That affembly foon fplit into two parties—one deiirous of 
eftablifhing a form of government as monarchical as poftible ; in a word, 
on a bafis very different from that of the confederation ;—the other deter¬ 
mined to take the confederation for their ground-work, clearing it from 
the vices pointed out by experience, and ftrengthening it on the fide of 
its power ; nevertheless, in a manner confident with the rights of the 
different ftates, and on principles perfectly republican. 

It is afferted, that fome of the leaders of the firft party had formed the 

project of a monarchy, on the exadt plan of that of England, on the 

throne of which w as to be placed the Bifliop of Ofnaburg, now Duke of 

York; 
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York; and that on thefe terms the Englifh government had promifed 
the eeffion of Canada to the United States, and the gift of feveral velfels 
of the line and frigates. According to this plan a perpetual ofFcnfive and 
defenlive treaty was to be made with England. There is no appearance, 
however, that fuch a projetil was ever entertained. Tetters, in which it 
was fketched out, were indeed circulated through different parts of the 
United States previous to the meeting of the convention; feveral per- 
fons, whofe veracity I cannot difpute, have allured me that they have 
feen fuch letters; but in truth they might be circulated by the artifice of 
the republican party, to prejudice the people, by prefenting this extreme 
to their confideration, againft any attempt of their opponents to deflroy 
the ground-work of the federal government. 

Whatever were the cafe, early in the fittings of the convention a plan 
was prefented, which propofed the eflablifhment of a prefident for life, 
and fenators for life, and exprelTed a defire to make both one and the other 
of thefe functions hereditary, and to fubjecl the laws of the rcfpc&ive 
Hates to the revifion of the general government. But this plan met with 
no fupport; and a committee was appointed, who laid the bafts on which 
the prefent conflitution Hands. 

The republican principle prevailed among the greater number of the 
deputies, and was even prevalent throughout the whole flatcs ; but the 
delegates of the more powerful flatcs were defirous of giving thofe flatcs 
more influence in the government they were framing than to the weaker; 
and a party more enlightened and more juft in their views, were equally 
determined to preferve the equality which all the flates had in the origi¬ 
nal confederation. The former of thefe two parties, in mofl difputes, 
ranged themfelves on the fide of the committee that framed the conlli- 
tution, from whom they hoped to gain better terms than from the purely 
republican party. The inequality in the general reprefentation, founded 
on the balls of the population of the flates, was one of the advantages 
they gained by their policy ; but it was not even without long and violent 
debates.—Another was, the right given to Virginia, and the fouthern 
flates, to reckon in the population which formed the ratio of delegates 
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of each ftate, three-fifths of the flaves—a conceffion that exhibited a de¬ 
plorable departure from the principles of a free people ; it was a concef¬ 
fion that gave to feme ftates a degree of power and influence over the 
others, in proportion as the former violated, by the maintenance of 
ilavery in their own ftates, the very principles of the Union; it was a 
conceffion which encouraged and encreafed the growth of flavery, by the 
natural operation of the political interefts of the ftates where that in- 
juftice ftill exifts; and in a word, a conceffion which was wholly abfnrd, 
becaufe it gives the privileges of freemen, in the ele&ion of the general 
government, to perfons who are regarded by the laws of the ftate in 
which they refide as part of the ftock of the land, and are fold with other 
llock by its proprietors. 

■ The delegates of the great ftates did not, however, obtain all they de- 
.manded. The powers of the feveral ftates were not reftri&ed in the de- 
•gree they defired ; the title of national conjlitution, which they propofed 

■ to be given to the new' frame of government, was rejected, and that of 
federal conjlitution adopted; the inequality of the reprefentation in the 
houfe of reprefentatives w 7 as not gained by them, till they had agreed 
to the equality of reprefentation in the fenate.—The accommodation 

■ in this article between the two parties was effected by Benjamin 
Franklin. 

The deputies of the great ftates propofed, that the houfe of reprefenta¬ 
tives fhould be chofen for three years, and that of the fenate for feven; 
and by the conftitution the former was reftriefted to two years, and the 
latter to fix. They propofed that the prefident fhould be elected by the 
. congrefs, and that the term of his continuing in office lhould be feven 
vears; the conftitution gave the powder of chufing the prefident to the 
electors of the feveral ftates, and reftribted the term of his remaining in 
office to four years. 

Many, however, of the deputies of the powerful ftates, when the par¬ 
ticular interefts of their conftituents were no longer concerned, voted 
with the party purely republican, which indeed, was confiftent with then 
general principles. 

In 
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In this convention the votes were given by Hates ; and when the de¬ 
legates of a Hate differed in opinion, the majority was reckoned the vote 
of the ftate. 

Some members of the republican party, which was then called the 
fedcraliffs, difguffed with their want of fuccefs, and convinced that their 
oppofition would not prevent the preponderance of the adverfe party ; 
believing alfo that the conffitution would not receive the fanbtion of the 
llates, when it fhould be prefented for their acceptance, withdrew from 
the'convention—many even a fhort time after the commencement of its 
Httings. It is affirmed, that feveral new articles. w r cre introduced into 
the conffitution during the laff twelve days of the fitting of the conven¬ 
tion, when almoff the whole of the republican party, thinking itfinifhed, 
had retired; and that even other articles, which had already paffed, were 
at the lame time modified. The obfeurity of fome of the articles has 
given rife to an opinion, that the intention of their authors was to ac¬ 
quire the power by this means of giving their own direction to the con- 
Hitution, without an open effabliffunent of their principles. It is to be 
noticed, that the Httings of the convention were never public; and to 
keep its debates fecret, in one of its firff fittings, a refolution paffed, that 
no member fhould hold any corrcfpondcnce with perfons out of doors, 
on the objc<ffs of their difeufiion, nor fhould take notes of the debates, 
nor copies of their refolutions. This precaution was attributed to the 
fear of the ruling party, that its views would be oppofed by the majority 
of the Hates. 

To this day the journals of the convention have not been publifhed; 
and it is only to the notes of fome of its members, in defpight of its re¬ 
folutions, that we are indebted for the account we have of the debates of 
that affembly. 

I cannot Hnifh this article without gratifying myfelf with the pleafure 
ef giving my reader the truly diffntereffed and patriotic fpeech of Ben¬ 
jamin franklin, in the debates on the queffion of the adoption of this 
conffitution by the convention. 

“ Sir, 


* 
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“ Sir, 

« j very ready to acknowledge that I clo not, at this Moment, en¬ 
tirely approve of the conflitution now offered to us ; but I am not the 
lefs ready to own that I do not feel myfelf fure of my continuing in my 
prffent fentiments. In the long career I have already run, I have more 
than once been compelled, by fubfequent reflexion, to abandon opinions 
I-had openly maintained, and which I thought well founded from the 
deep confidcration I had given them. As I grow older, I am more and 
more difpofed to queflion my own judgment, and to pay refpeft to that 
of others. There are fomc men, as well as fome religious feds, who 
imagine, that reafon is entirely on their fide, and that their opponents 
plunge deeper into error, in proportion as they depart from their opinions. 
Struck with thefe examples, which are but too common, I accept ot this 
conflitution, with all its faults, even fuppofmg I am not miflaken in my 
opinion of its faults-; for I am perfuaded that a general government is 
neceffary to our fafety, and that no form of government that is well ad- 
miniflered is incapable of producing the happmefs of the people; and I 
think there is reafon to believe that this conflitution will be well admi- 
flered for a number of years, and that it will not end, as. too many other 
governments have done, in defpotifm, unlefk the American people fhall 
reach that degree of corruption in which at once, incapable of being 
directed by a "free conflitution, and unworthy of its bleffings, defpotifm 
becomes neceffary to their exiflence. I therefore give my vote for this 
conflitution, both becaufe in the prefent circumflanccs of this nation I 
cannot hope to fee one more perfect, and bccaufe I am not furc this is 
not as perfect as any it can have. I make a facrifice of the opinions 1 
have expreffed of its defects to the public happinefs. I have never ut¬ 
tered my objections out of this houfe; here they had then birth, 
here I wifh them for ever to be buried. If every one of us who have 
oppofed the conflitution, when we return to our conflituents, v ere to 
unfold the motives of our oppofition, and endeavour to gain partizans to 
our fide, perhaps we might prevent the unanimous adoption of the con¬ 
flitution; but by this Vve fliould only lofc the advantage which the ap 
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peurance of unanimity will give us with, foreign nations, and indeed with 
cur own people. The generil good opinion of a nation, refpe&Lng its. 
government, is as neceflary is the wifdom and integrity of its admini- 
ftration to the happinefs of its people. I trufl, therefore* both for our 
own fafety, as members of the community, and for the fake of our po- 
flerity, that we fhall be of one mind in recommending this conflitution 
wherever our influence reaches, and that afterwards our whole thoughts 
will be bent to its happy adrainiflration. I cannot forbear to form the 
wifli that fuch of us as flill .entertain objcClions to this conflitution wilL 
follow my example, and doubt a little of their infallibility, and fign this 
conflitutional ail, that no queflion may be left of our unanimity.” 

Franklin had not only fofltred principles the mofl purely democratic*, 
but had always openly declared for them. A Angle houfe of Iegifla- 
ture, and the executive part of the government extremely limited in its 
power with frequent elections of the perfons exercifing its funClions* 
formed, in his opinion, the orly deferable conflitution. The facrifice he 
made of the opinion of his whole life on the altar of his country, on this 
great occafion, certainly deferres our mofl profound admiration; and his 
example is an ineflimable leflbn- to the prefent times. Who will flatter: 
himfclf that there is no miflale in the mofl rooted of his opinions ? Who 
will not hefitate to conclude, that evert; the experience of pafl ages is in¬ 
fallible to prove the fitnefs of any of the old forms of government for the 
prefent age ? Will not the jrefent times, in like manner, belong tO' 
the experience of poflerity ? And the immenfe changes that have been, 
wrought in fociety by the acknowledged vices of governments, a change 
in manners, the detection of long prevailing errors, the recent difeovery 
of a variety of truths, and the sxtenfion of knowledge in almofl ail its di¬ 
rections, do thefe make the prefent time fo perfectly fimilar to the pafl, 
that a reafonable man cannot hsfitate to fay, that every propofition rela¬ 
tive to forms of government that was once true, continues flill to be fo h 
Is it not fafer to fay with Franklin, that there is no conflitution,,. which*, 
adminiflered by the government and obeyed by the people with - mutual 

attachment 
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attachment to the public welfare, is not capable of fecuring to die people 
the only true object of government ? And is it not true, that attachment 
to the public welfare is at once the duty of every citizen, and his own 
individual intereft?—Oh my country! may you learn this indubitable 
truth, in which alone will you find your fafety and happinefs! 

DEBATES IN THE CONVENTIONS OF THE SEVERAL STATES, ON THE QUESTION 
OF THE ADOPTION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The reference of the conftitution to the feveral ftates, for their adop¬ 
tion or rejection, occafioned {till greater debates than thofe of the con¬ 
vention at Philadelphia. The feveral ftates formed the tribunal of ap¬ 
peal on that great queftion. A majority of nine ftates were to decide it 
irrevocably. Each of the parties now directed all their efforts to this 
point. Pamphlets poured from the prefs; the papers were filled with 
difeuffion ; “ Public liberty is in danger if the conftitution is accepted”— 
fuch was the language of the oppofition papers; while the papers on 
the other fide declared, that “ the independence of the United States 
could be fecured only by its acceptance.” The two opinions were re- 
fpedtively fupported not only by argument, but alfo by the exaggerations 
and other artifices of party. 

The greater number of the ftates went into an analyfis of the confti¬ 
tution, in its provifions, its detail, and its confequcnccs; but none of 
them in the fame degree as Pennfylvania, New York, Maflachufctts, and 
Virginia. The arguments of the oppofition in the feveral ftates were 
much the fame. The following were their principal objections: 

lft. That the convention was affembled only to revile and correct 
the articles of the original confederation, and not to frame a new con¬ 
ftitution. 

2d. That the convention, had it been authorized to frame a new con 
ftitution, had exceeded its powers, in declaring that the acceptance of the 
conftitution by nine of the ftates fhould make it law, and that the accep¬ 
tation was to be without amendment—that this declaration was, on the 

one hand, contrary to the rights of the people, who alone were to judge 

of 
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of the form of the conftitution under which they were to live ; and, on 
the other, to the rights of the feveral ftates, who, being independent of 
each other, could not be united in a political body by any deliberations 
but their own. 

3d. That the conftitution ought to have been preceded by a declara¬ 
tion of rights; the people of the feveral ftates being, as the conftitution. 
flood, no longer fecure of their own particular conflitutions, inafmuch as 
the laws of congrefs would in future bind all the fubje&s of the union, 
and controul the law's of the feveral legiflatures-. 

4th. That the people of the union were not to be adequately repre- 
fentcd in the congrefs; becaufe the conflitution, while it declared that 
the number of reprefentatives fhould not exceed one for every thirty 
thoufand of the inhabitants, provided that, till the number of the inhabi¬ 
tants in the union fhould be ascertained, the reprefentatives in congrefs 
fhould not exceed fixty-feven—whence it was to be feared, that the con¬ 
grefs itfelf would not hereafter permit the number of its members to be 
increafed, according to the neceffity of the oecafion; and that, confe- 
quently, queflions of the high eft importance might be decided by eighteen 
voices, as thirty-four members prefent were declared to be fufficient to 
pafs any law. 


5th. That the houfe of reprefentatives, being the only one in which 
the people w'ere reprefented, ought to have the exclufivc difpofal of the 
public purfe ; and that the power given to the fenate of making amend¬ 
ments in money bills, was contrary to the interefts and fafety of the peo¬ 
ple and alfo that other power, of fixing the falaries of officers, which 
were to be nominated by them, in conjunction with the preftdent. . 

Oth. That no executive council being given to the prefident, as had 
been propofed, to confift of tw'o members from the northern, twh) from 
the fouthern, and two from the midland ftates, the confequence would 
be, to affociate the fenate to the executive power in many of its func¬ 
tions; and thus the feparation of powers acknowledged to be an eflcntiai 
condition to every good government, w’as departed from—that the fe¬ 
nate, becoming neccftarily connected with the prefident, by its concur- 
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rent nomination to places, would be the more ready to join in impro¬ 
per appointments, becaufe its members, being eligible for any appoint¬ 
ment their complacence to the prefident might be the price ot their own 
advancement, and the public liberty thereby endangered-that the inte- 
refts of the United States was even more affeded by the power given to 
the prefident, to make treaties with the concurrence of two-thirds of the 
fenate, and without the intervention of the houfe of reprefentatives. 

7th That the jurisdiction given to the federal courts w T ould be vexa¬ 
tious to the individuals of the Several dates, who would be inceffantly 
taken from their homes to appear to Suits mdituted in thofe courts, of 
which the tribunals of the Several dates were the natural judges-that 
thofe jurisdictions would draw to themfelves all the affairs ot the tribu¬ 
nals of the Several dates—that the want of precifion in the judgments of 
the federal tribunals, would be a fertile fource of new Suits, and afford 
new opportunities of enlarging their jurifdidion and, finally, that the 
power given to thefe tribunals to pronounce judgment according to the 
fpirtt as well as the letter of the conditution, Submitted the conftitution 
itfelf to their diferetion, by authorising them to explain it according to 

their own caprice. . . 

8th. That the prerogative given to the prefident to pardon criminals 

Sentenced for high treafon, endangered the public liberty, by enabling him 
to Screen thofe whom he himfelf had employed to confpire againfl it. 

gth. That the power given the congreSs to name the times and places 
in which eledions for its members were to be held m the different States, 
at once attacked the Sovereignty of the Several dates, and expofed the 
elcdors to journies that might draw them to a greater didance from 
home, and for a longer time, than was absolutely ncceffary to the dil- 
charge of the duty of choofing members ot the legislature. 

10th. That the power given to the congrefs to impofe all kinds or 
taxes, to apportion them among individuals, and to caufe them to be 
vied, was vexatious—that it might take from the Several dates the re¬ 
sources neceffary to their particular expences—and that, increafing t e ex 
pence of the colledion, it augmented the contribution of individual 
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without advantage to the flate; an inconvenience that would eafily be 
avoided, if the congrefs, fatisfied with naming the fum to be raifed by 
each ftate, fhould leave to its legiflature the care of its collection, re- 
ferving only the power of levying the taxes on a refufal of any {late to 
pay them, or in the cafe of negligence in collecting them. 

1 lth. That a fimple majority of voices in the congrefs being fufficient 
for all laws relative to navigation and commerce, the fouthern flates, having 
a furplus of produce of a valuable nature, but being without {flipping for 
its exportation, would be fubject to the monopoly of the northern flates, 
who had not an equal quantity of furplus of produce, and abounded in 
{hipping; an evil that would be remedied, by requiring a majority of 
two-thirds of voices for laws of that nature. 

(It will be readily enough underflood, that this objection w r as made 
only by the fouthern flates.) 

12 th. That the trial of impeachments being committed folely to the fe- 
nate, connected in interefl with the executive power by the conflitution 
itfelf, would neither fecure the acquittal of the innocent, nor the con¬ 
demnation of the guilty. 

13th. That the prerogative given the prefident to confer appoint¬ 
ments in his power on members of the two houfes of legiflature, was a 
means of corruption, and an enemy to freedom of debate. 

14 th. That the function of prefident being capable of being indefinitely 
continued in the fame hands, might give an ambitious and politic man an 
influence dangerous to the congrefs, to individuals, and even the confli¬ 
tution itfelf, which through that defecfl might ceafe to become repub¬ 
lican. 

15th. That the public liberty was endangered by the power given to 
congrefs to maintain a Handing army in times of peace. 

16 th. That the public liberty was endangered alfo, and the rights of 
individuals infringed, by the want of juries in civil matters before the fe¬ 
deral tribunals. 

17 th. That the invariable and indifpenfable ufe of juries in criminal 
matters, was not declared with fufficient precifion. 

18th. Finally, that nothing'in the conflitution guaranteed the liberty 
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of the prcfs, npr liberty of confidence—and that.no afiurancc was left 
to the i’cvcral Hates, that the congrefs would not fucccffivcly affume the 
lcvcral powers ot .which the constitution did not at piefent demand the 
facrifice, and which were at once their right as independent Hates, and 
the only fafeguard of their independence. 

Many of thefe objections were by no means forcible; and the appre- 
henfions theyexprefled were exaggerated, as has been fufficicntly Ihevm 
by the event. But if Some of thefe are to be aferibed to a fpirit of party, 
and to the defirc of the feveral Hates to make as little facrifice as poffible 
of their own authority and powders to the general government, it is not 
the lefs true, that the greater part of the oppofition to the new confti- 
tution had its fource in the fpirit of liberty which at that time animated 
the citizens of the United States, the flruggle for the acquifition of li¬ 
berty being then recent; and in that fear of ariflocracy and monarchy, to 
which it was thought there was a tendency in the new conHitution—in 
the republican temper which was then common to all the United States— 
and, finally in the Hrong mifirufi, which was the natural confequencc 
of thefe circumfianccs. 

It is indeed certain that a very great majority of the people of the 
United States were averfe to the adoption of the conHitution ; and that 
it had not a majority in the feveral conventions, but from a general con¬ 
viction among its opponents of the inefiicacy of the articles of confedera¬ 
tion, and the neceifity of giving greater power to the federal govern¬ 
ment ; and Horn the fear they had of prolonging the anarchy in which 
the country was. at that thue plunged, and of rendering that anarchy more 
incorrigible by the delay that muH be occafioned by the convoking a new 
aflfembly to frame another conHitution. 

It is faid that thefe powerful motives were flrengthened, in many of 
the adherents of the constitution, by indiv idual intereHs, ambitious views, 
and, above all, by the profpcCt of lucrative fpeculations in the public 
funds and in the purchafe of public lands, which were Hated to be the 
inevitable refult of the new government. 

The fupport which was given to the conHitution was not, however, 
the fame in all of the conventions. In the Hates of Delaware, New 
Jerfey, and Georgia, its acceptance was unanimous. In Connecticut, 

Maryland, 
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Maryland, and Pennfylvania, a minority yot<jd againft it; but it pall¬ 
ed without any amendment. In Pcnnlylvama, wheic the 'oppoli- 
tion was the ftrongeft, the minority withdrew, and entered a proteft, 
accompanied w r ith the motives ot their objection to the conftitution. 
South Carolina, Virginia, New York, and Maflachufetts, accepted tfie 
conftitution, by a very fmall majority, and joined to their acceptance the 
proportion of feveral amendments, which they reprefented as indif- 
penfable to the public liberty and fafety ; and declared, that their rcfolu- 
tion not to obftru<ft the action of the government, and the hope that a 
new congrefs would yield to their reprefentations and demands, were the 
only motives on which they accepted the conftitution. New York 
was on the eve of rejecting the conftitution, when intelligence ar¬ 
riving that it was accepted by nine of the ftates, and proving the futility 
of further eppolition, it was accepted by that fta.te. New Hamplhire 
leparated without coming to a refolution ; and having afterwards aflem- 
bled, gave its aflent, accompanied with propofitions for amendments. 
North Carolina propofed amendments, and made them the conditions 
of its acceptance ; but fome time afterwards accepted the conftitution 
without referve. 

Rhode-Ifland, inftcad of calling a convention, referred the conftitution 
to the alTcmblies of the towns ; by whom it was rejected, with the ex¬ 
ception of Newport, Providence, and fome others, who declared them- 
-felves incompetent to enter into the difeuflion, and propofed the con¬ 
voking of a convention for the purpofe j w hich, being afterwards called, 
accepted the conftitution. 

The following is a table of the periods when the feveral ftates accepted 
the conftitution, and of the manner in which it palled in the feveral con¬ 
ventions. 


c 





States, 
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States. 

Period of accepting j 
the Conftitution. 

Manner of pafling it. 

-• 

Delaware 

Dec. 

31, 

1/87 

Unanimoufly 

| 


Penniylvania 


13. ■ 


For, 

46- 

-Againft, 

23 

Maj.23 

NewJerfcy- - 


19- 


Unanimoufly 



Georgia • - - 

Connecticut 

Jan. 

2. 

9. 

CO 

00 

W 

r—l 

Ditto 

For, 128- 

-Againft, 

40 

88 

Maftachufetts - 

Feb. 

0. 


— 

187 


168 

19 

Maryland - 

April 

28. 


— 

63 

— 

12 

51 

South Carolina - 

May 

23. 


— 

149 


73 

7 6 

New Hampftiire 

June 

21. 


— 

5 7 


46 

1.1 

Virginia - 


15. 


— 

89 


79 

10 

New r York - 

July 

20. 


— 

30 

• 

< 25 

■ 5 

North Carol ina- 

Nov. 

2 7- 

1789 

— 

1Q3 


75 

. 118 

Rhode-Ifland - 

May 

2Q. 

1/90 

— 

— 


— 

2 


The feveral amendments propofed by fome of the conventions, with¬ 
out being precifcly the fame, related to the fame objects. The congrefs, 
in its firft fittings after the acceptance of the conftitution, took them 
into confideration; and from their purport, drew up twelve new articles, 
as a fupplement to the conftitution, which, in virtue of the filth article 
of the conftitution, were fubmitted to the legiflatures ot the feveral 
fitatcs, for their ratification, in the. following terms. 

Articles propofed to be added to the Conftitution , and fubmitted to the States 

for Ratification. 

“ In Congrefs, 4th March, 1780* 

“ The conventions of certain of the ftates having, at the time of their 
adopting the conftitution, exprefted a defire in order to prevent mil- 
conftrudtion or abufe of its powers, that further declaratory and reft rich' e 
claufes fhould be added: and, as extending the ground of public confi¬ 
dence in the government will beft enfure the beneficent ends ol its infti- 
tution, it was 

“ Refolved by the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives of the United 
States of America, in congrefs affembled, two-thirds of both houfes con- 

* curring, 
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curring, that the following articles be propofed to the legiflatures of the 
feveral ftates, as amendments to the cohftitution of the United^ States; 
all or any of which articles, when ratified by three-fourths of the faid le- 
gillatures, to be valid to all intents and purpofes, as part of the faid con- 
ftitution. 

“Art. I ft. After the fir ft enumeration required by the firft article of 
the conftitution, there fhall be one reprefentative for every thirty thoufand, 
until the number of reprefentatives lhall amount to one hundred ; after 
which the proportion fhall be fo regulated by congrcfs, that there fliall be 
not lefs than one hundred reprefentatives, nor more than one reprefenta¬ 
tive for every forty thoufand perfons, until the number of reprefentatives 
fhall amount to two hundredafter which the proportion fliall be fo re¬ 
gulated! by congrefs, that there fhall not be lefs than two hundred repre- 
ientatives, nor more than one reprefentative for every fifty thoufand per¬ 
fons. 

“ 2d.. No law varying the compenfation for the ferviccs of the 

fenators and reprefentatives fhall take effedl, until an election of repre¬ 
fentatives fliall have intervened.. 

“ -Art. 3d. Congrefs fliall make no law refpedling an eftablifliment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof; or abridging the free¬ 
dom of fpeech or of the prefs; or the right of people peaceably to af- 
femble, and to petition the government for a redrefs of grievances. 

“ ^ rt - 4tb - A well regulated militia being necefiary to the fecurity of 
a free ftate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms fhall not be 
infringed. 

“ Art, 5th. No foldier fhall, in time of peace, be quartered in; any 
houfe without the confent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in. a 
manner to be preferibed by law. 

^ rt ’ ^ ie right of the people to be fecurc in. their, perfons, 

houfes, papers, and effe<fts, againft unreafonablc fearches and feizures, 
fliall not be violated; and no warrants fhall ifluc,. but upon probable 
caufe, fupported by oath or affirmation, and particularly deferibing the' ** 
place to be fearched, and the perfon or things to be feized. 

“Art: 
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“ Art. 7th. No perfon fhall be held to anfwer for a capital or other- 
wile infamous crime, unlefs on a preferment or indidment of a grand 
jury, except in cafes anfing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, 
when in adual fervicc, in time of war or public danger; nor ihall be 
tried twice for the fame offence ; nor Ihall be compelled in any criminal 
cafe to be a witnefs againft himfelf; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due procefs of law; nor Ihall private property be 
taken for public ufe, without juft compenfation. 

Art. 8th. In all criminal profecutions, the accufed ill all enjoy the 
right to a fpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the'ftate and 
diftrift wherein the crime fhall have been committed, which diftrict 
fhall have been previoufly afcertained by law ; and to be informed of the 
nature and caufe of the accufation; to be confronted with the witnefles 
againft him; to have, compulfory procefs for obtaining witneffes in his 
favour; and to have the affiftance of counfel for his defence. 

“ Jlrt. pth. In fuits at common law, where the value in controve'rfy 
fhall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury fhall be preferred; 
and no fad tried by a jury fhall be otherwife re-examined in any court 
of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

“ Art. loth. Exceffive bail fhall not be required, nor exceffive fines 
impofed, nor cruel and unufual puniflimcnts inflided. 

“Art. llth. The enumeration in the conftitution of certain rights, 
fhall not be conftrued to deny or difparage others retained by the 
people. 

“ Art. 12th. The powers not delegated to the United States by the 
conftitution, nor prohibited by it to the ftates, are referred to the ftates 
refpedively, or to the people.” 

The two firft of thele twelve articles did not receive the ratification 
required by law. The other ten being ratified, make part of the confn- 
tution. 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

It is not my defign here to enter into a minute examination of the 
merits of the conftitution of the United States. The information 
I have gathered as to the fituation of affairs, and the temper of parties, 
at the period of its adoption, induces me to believe that it is the belt 
which could at that time be carried into execution. I fhall confine my- 
felf to fpeak of its principal and inherent defeat; which I regard as an ob- 
ftacle to the public welfare in any conftitution where it is found. I 
confefs there is fome degree of boldnefs in fpeaking thus freely on this 
topic ; for what I conftder to be a fundamental defedl in the conftitu¬ 
tion of the United States, is viewed by almoft every American as its molt 
valuable quality. I am alluding to the federal form of the government. 
I admit the conception to be of a fublime nature, and calculated to de¬ 
light in theory. Sovereign ftates ceding to a general government part of 
their authority, for the public benefit, prefents, in a more fafeinating way 
than ordinary, the image of men united in fociety, making a facrifice of 
a portion of their rights and liberties for the fecure enjoyment of the reft, 
and for the general profperity ; but experience will fliew this fcheme, 
pleafing as it is to the imagination, illufory, and incapable of execution. 
The propenfities of governments have a power, of a nature and extent 
very different from that of individuals; their apparent motives are much 
more plaufible ; and the fuppreffion of them by force is much lefs prompt, 
and lefs eafy in the execution, than that of the paffions of individuals— 
meanwhile they inherently oppofe themlelves to the advantages that 
form the objebt of the compact, which is the general welfare of the 
union. Without purfuing the difeuftion of the principles and refults of 
a federal government, I will give tw r o ftriking examples of its ferious 
evils in the United States. 

In 1787, the old congrefs, defiring to fettle the claims of the different 
ftates upon the general government, pafled a law, on the 7th of May, 
V ol. II. 3 S providing 
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providing, that five commiffioners Ihould be fent fucceffively into all the 
ftates to receive the accounts of each, for fums expended by them during 
the war, for the fervice of the Union, in virtue of orders of congrefs, 
or without fuch orders, where proofs of the expenditure fo applied could 
be given. The commiffioners were to examine the feveral claims ; to 
ftrike the balance of each ; returns of which balances they were to make 
to the treafurer of the Union, accompanied with the feveral documents, 
for which they were to give acknowledgments to the ftates to which they 
refpcftively belonged ; and alfo with their remarks on the nature and 
validity of fuch documents; and the law enjoined the different ftates to 
furnifh fuch documents and titles to the commiffioners within the fpace 
of fix months, to be by them tranfmitted to the treafury in the current 
year. It further provided, that, when the above returns fhould be made, 
the congrefs fhould name three other commiffioners to examine all ac¬ 
counts and documents, and finally to ftrike balances of the feveral claims; 
adting on the opinion of the firft commiffioners as to the validity of the 
documents, where fuch were produced, and on the principles of equity, 
where claims were made for expences in the war not previoufly autho¬ 
red by . orders of congrefs. This law declared the decifions of the ma¬ 
jority of the three commiffioners to be conclufive, and not fubjedt to ap 
peal; and it finally enjoined the commiffioners to compleat the decifion 
of all fuch claims within eight months. At the expiration of that term, 
thefe claims ftill remained unfettled, the public mind being occupied by 
the prefentation and adoption of the new conftitution. A law was 
therefore palled in the new congrefs, on the lft of Auguft, 1790, au ^ 
rifmg the pffefident of the United States to appoint three new commif- 
Tioners, with the fame powers as were delegated to the former, who 
were, on an examination of the claims and titles on the one hand, and 
the returns of the treafury of fums advanced by the Union to the fevera 
ftates on the other hand, to ftrike the feveral balances ; and to make uc 
ftates creditors of the Union as fhould have expended more than t eir 
‘Receipts from the treafury, and fuch ftates debtors to the Union, as 

‘fhould 'not have expended the fums advanced to. them by the Union. is 

*: *!;. / i i law 
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law fixed the 1 fit of July, 1 / 02 , for the latefl period for the returns of 
fuch balances to be made. By a law paffed on the lafl day of February, 
1702 , the time for returning fuch balances was extended to the lH of 
July 1703. 

The law which thus authorifed the prefident to appoint three com- 
miffioners for this important fervice, palled almofl unanimoufly ; and 
Mr. Walhington, the prefident, made choice of men of acknowledged 
integrity and information;—thefe were, William Irwine, John 
Kean, and Woodbury Langdon, whofe appointment gave univerfal 
fatisfadlion in the Hates. Thefe commiffioners finifhed their labour 
within the time preferibed ; and the following is a table of the returns 
they made of their decifion. 


States, Creditors of the Union. Sums. 


New Hamplhire 

• 


75,015 Dollars, 

Maflachuletts 

*1 


1,248,801 

Rhode-Illand 

- 

a» 

289,611 

ConneHicut 

m 

• 

619,121 

New Jerfey 

- 

«fr 

49,030 

South Carolina 

- ' 

- 

1,205,978 

Georgia 

States, Debtors to the Union. 

** 

19,888 

New York 

- 


2,072,846 

Pennfylvania 

- 

- 

76,709 

Delaware 

- 

m 

612,428 

Maryland 

- 


151,640 

Virginia 


- 

100,879 

North Carolina 


- 

501,882 


It was not till towards the clofe of 1796 , that the queflion was agitated 
in congrefs, of the means of bringing into the treafury of the Union the 
fums due from the Hates that were debtors to it, which fums were defi- 
lined to difeharge the debts due from the Union to the other Hates j 

3 S 2 and 
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and then it was loon demonftrated, by the turn the debates took in the 
queflion, that the Hates, debtors to the Union, had no intention of dis¬ 
charging their obligations, notwithflanding the diflrefs of the treafuryof 
the Union, and the flourifhing condition of-the finances of moll ofthofe 
Hates, efpecially that of New York. A regard to the particular interefls 
of the feveral Hates, and a jealoufy of each other, were univerfally mani- 
fefled. The debates abounded with fophiltry, and ill faith to the public. 
An attention to the concerns and intereHs of the Union was no where to 
be found in them. Although many fittings were given to the difeuffion, 
no refolution palled on the fubjedt; and no other rcfult was apparent, 
than that the Hates, debtors to the Union, or the greater part of them, 
would never difeharge the debt, and that the Union was defiitute of 
means to enforce payment—for an attempt to obtain the payment by 
arms, was to provoke a civil war, and haflen the diffolution of the Union. 
The lofs to the treafury of the Union amounted to three millions feven 
hundred and feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-four dollars; 
or rather three millions nine hundred and four thoufand three hundred 
and fifty-one dollars, including the interefl. The welfare of the Union 
was made a ready facrifice to the rapacity and injuHice of individuals, 
who oppofed the execution of a law againfl which they had folemnly en¬ 
gaged to make no appeal. The object of the federal government was in 
this inflance entirely defeated. 

The other itiffance I have to give of the inconvenience of the federal 
fyHem, is relative to the fortifying of the harbours of the Hates. The 
conflitution, in the firlt article, and the eighth fedtion, provides, that the 
Union “ fliall exercife exclufive legiflative authority over all places pur- 
chafed by the confent of the legiflatures of the feveral Hates, for the erec¬ 
tion of forts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other needful build¬ 
ings and by a law puffed in December 1 7fH, whole objedt was to pro¬ 
vide for expences incurred in the fortification of fomc places on the coaft 
of the United States, it is declared, “ that the prefident fhall receive 
from the legiflatures of the different Hates the ceffion of the lands ne- 
ceffary to fuch fortifications,'or lhall purchafe them, if they are not the 
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property of the Urates.” The greater part of the fiates refufed to cede 
the lands wanted for this purpofe, or to authorife the prefident to acquire 
them by purchafe, in the cafe of their being the property of individuals. 
They demanded fums of the Union, in aid of the fums they confented to 
expend from their own treafuries, in fortifications to be raifed on their 
own lands; but the affifirance they gave the law went no further. The 
confequence was, that the fortifications were confirm Cted on the plans, 
and according to the notions of individuals, the feveral firates in which 
they were ereCtcd attending only to their own advantage ; that they were 
built on fordid principles, and in a very inadequate manner, the refources 
of the feveral firates not appearing competent to conftrudt them either in 
the extent or with the folidity the objedt required ; that they are raifed 
in places where the expence of the ereftion would be lefs, rather than in 
fuch places as would beft cover the towns, and add to the general de¬ 
fence of the country. In the laflr fitting of the late congrefs, in Febru¬ 
ary 1797 , very extraordinary debates were held on this fubjeefr; in which 
it appeared, by the language of the deputies of Maflaphufetts, New York, 
and South Carolina, that thofe three powerful firates, poflefiing the mofir 
important ports of the country, were refolved not to cede to the Union 
the lands neceflary for the erection of fortifications for the fafety of thofe 
ports. In the difeuflion, the government of the United States was re¬ 
proached, by the deputies of Pennfylvania and Rhodc-Ifland, (which 
firates had ceded to the Union the lands demanded of them), with being 
lefs occupied with the defence of the firates who paid obedience to the 
law, than that of the firates refilling to make any cefiion of their lands. 
And the depxities of the refractory fiates ufed the argument of the neg¬ 
lect of the government toward the fiates of Pennfylvania and Rhode 
Ifland, as an excufe, and even a fubject of praife to their own fiates, for 
having refufed to cede their lands to the general government. Whatever 
might be the degree of juftice with which thefe reproaches were caft 
upon the government ot the Union, they were only ufed as a pretext for 
the refufal of the refractory fiates to cede the lands in queftion, the real 
motive being the jealoufy conftantly exifting between the feveral fove- 
. . ' reign 
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reign ftates of tire Union and the general government—a jealoufy natural 
•enough to man, but more particularly prevailing among true republicans •; 
inafmuch as the general government, having citadels and troops in the 
■midft of the feveral Hates, and in the moft important pofts, might be the 
more readily tempted to abridge or deftroy their independence. 

The refult of this Hate of things is, that the moft important points 
along the coafts of the United States are not fortified, or are in a worfe 

fc a te_for the confidence which is placed in incomplete and infufficient 

works, and which avail nothing to the fafety of the places they affect to 
cover, is a fatal error; befides, in an extenfive country, fortifications moft 
•completely made, and placed with the greateft judgment for particular 
objedts, contribute nothing to the general defence, if they arc not con- 
nedted with a fyftem, which, having the general defence for its objedt, 
expends frequently, with the greateft utility, the largeft fums on pofts 
that may be unimportant to the local interefts of the place, but are, 
■notwithftanding the keys of the country. It is no exaggeration to fay, 
that the coafts of the United States are defencelefs; and that the fineft 
and richeft ports of the Union are not fecure even againft a coup de main. 
And this great evil is entirely occafioned by the relufal of fome of the 
ftates to cede the lands neceffary to a plan of general defence. 

Ey thefe two examples, we fee—that the derangement of the finances 
of the United States, and the defencelefs condition of their coafts, are 
the refult of the federal fyftem—a refult, deftrudtive of the end of the 
Union, but one that is the neceffary confequence of a fyftem w r hich places 
the interefts and paffions of the feveral ftates in oppofition to the welfare 
of the Union, and is deftrudtive of the unanimity, without which no go¬ 
vernment, however excellent in its form, can afford its fubjedts the pro- 
tedlion and other advantages for which it is inftituted. And if thefe in¬ 
conveniences are already felt in the United States, where population is 
fo difproportioned to the extent of country, what will they not be with a 
great population, and a time far removed from the origin of the Union. 


STATE 




BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIAHCOURT. 


511 


STATE OF PARTIES FROM THE ADOPTION OF THE CONSTI¬ 
TUTION TO THE PRESENT PERIOD. 

The opponents of the conflitution, both in congrefs and out of doors, 
fubmitted, on its being adopted by the feveral Rates, to its authority; 
but they neveithelefs formed a party in opposition to the new govern¬ 
ment. The conflitution, although called a plan of confolidation by its 
opponents, becaufe its objedt was to make one body of the different 
Rates, by diminifhing in too great a degree, according to their opinion, 
their refpecftive fovercignties, was in truth a federal conflitution. It had] 
indeed, foe title, and all the properties of Rich a conRitution. But al¬ 
though its opponents contended for no other purpofe but to eflablifh a 
conRitution more completely federal in its nature, they were by the other 
paity named anti-federali/h- —a name that by no means belonged to them ; 
but which, at that time, being the moR odious that could be given 
them, it was natural their adverfaries fhould fligmatize them with it 
The friends of the conRitution called themfelves federalijts, a title af- 
fumed to give them popularity. Thus the two parties, without having 
changed opinions, objeRs, or policy, had fuddenly changed names • and 

each continued to be diRinguifhed by that which its adverfary was known 
a year before. 

The antt-federalijis (for we will ufe the denominations of the parties as 
they are applied) had long reproached the other party with a fubmiffion 
to Enghfh influence. I do not know that the federalifis, in the early 
times of the new conRitution, had betrayed any other fymptoms of this 
influence, than the attachment of many merchants befongihg to that 
party to the Enghfli commerce; an attachment that , their" commercial 
intereRs readily accounted for. Afterwards the fenate, in which the ft- 
derahjis w^re very numerous, agitated a dcfign'of giving the titles of his 
minions highnejs to the prefident of the United States;' of right honour- 
(tbie -to the members of the fenate;. and honour^ ! to u ihc houfeoffoe- 

prefen tatives; 
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prefentatives; but the fenate itfelf abandoned the projeft, the public opi¬ 
nion being evidently averfetoit, and the houfe of reprefentativcs dif- 
pofed to throw it out. 

About this time was difcuffed the fyflem of finance, which now exifts, 
and which was vehemently combated by the oppofition. This debate 
appears indeed the only one which openly expofed the views of the two 
parties, till the period of the French revolution. 

Some inconfiderable tumults that happened in feveral of the ftates, 
on the fubjed of the excife, were not perhaps regarded with fo unfa¬ 
vourable an eye by the anti-federalijls, as the other party; becaufe the 
former faw in them nothing more than the confequences they had fore¬ 
told of an unpopular mode of taxation, which indeed had been once 
reje&ed by the congrefs, and was not finally adopted but with great dif¬ 
ficulty, and in a fucceeding feffion. 

But if the two parties were marked by the difpofitions in which theyfe* 
verally viewed thefe tumults, it was but flightly; for no partizan of the 
anti-federalijls gave his countenance to the difobedience of the law, and 
many of the party aided, in their feveral fun&ions, to reftore order, 
Thefe events, therefore, cannot ftridly be confidered as a ihock of the 
parties. 

It was at the period of the French revolution, or rather at the fecond 
epoch of that revolution, that the two parties openly declared their re- 
fpedlive views. The federaltfts , whofe obje&s were to ftrengthen the 
government of the Union, to encreafe the influence of the executive 
power, and to carry the conflitution as far as poffible toward monarchy, 
naturally beheld in the Englifh government a barrier againfl the fyflem 
of French republicanifm. The anti-federalijls as naturally turned to the 
fyflem eflablifhed by the fecond revolution in France, for aid in the plan 
they projected, of giving a purely republican direction to the confhtu 
tion of the flates. From that period, the attachment of th« parties to 
their feveral opinions, their defire of accomplifhing their reipecfiive views, 
in a word, the intention of one to give a monarchical tendency, an o 
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the other a democratic tendency to the American government, gave them 
the appearance of being—the one Englifh, and the other French parties, 
in the country. 

The party, whofe defign it was to detach the United States from 
France, and conned them dri&ly with England, received, no doubt, a 
great acceffion of drength from the horrible crimes which the men in 
power in France feemed for two years to have made the habitual admi- 
mltration ot that unhappy country ; from their avowed fydem of a ge~ 
ncral disorganization of other governments ; from the open attempts of 
M. Genet, the French miniderin America, to force the dates from their 
neutrality, which it was their intered as well as their right to maintain ; 
and, in a word, from the intrigues of that imprudent minider to fpread 
the principles of jacobinifm through the dates, which at once were ini¬ 
mical to the intereds of France, and contrary to the rights of nations. 

An abhorrence of the crimes of the governing party in France, and 
difgud with the condudl of its agents in America, were mutually felt 
by both the parties of the United States. The anti-federali/is, however/ 
continued to regard the diforders they lamented as temporary ; while the 
other party imagined they faw, or affeded to fee, in the evils that af- 
flided France, fomething that was permanent, or at lead likely to be of 
fome duration. At this period was formed a confederacy of the kin ? s 
of Europe againd France ; and it was natural for the government of the 
United States to fuppofe the confederacy could not fail to be fuccefsful 
againd an anarchy, dained at home with crimes and blood, affailed by 
the choiced troops of Europe, and having nothing in appearance to op- 
pofe to this force but new troops without experienced generals and a 
treafury without any other currency than a diferedited paper. ’ At the 
fame period England harraffed the commerce of the United States by 
taking their vedels, and preffing their failors, and even menaced them 
with a dired war. Thus the danger of being involved in a war a-aind 
an enemy already powerful, and who feemed to be increase- in power 

gave great uneafinefs to the United States; while their former ally to 
whom in other circumdances they would have looked for aid, feemed on 
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the point of becoming a prey to that enemy. And it tne fears of the 
American government were exaggerated, we cannot be farprifed taat its 
fyflem of policy threw it into the arms of the ftrongeft party. 

Although the antt-federaiifts neither approved of the diforganizing 
fvftem of & France, nor the practices of her minifter in America, they did 
not apprehend any danger from an alliance with France to the interior 
tranquillity of the ftates, which they deemed to be incapable of the 
extravagance of the anarchifts. The evils that afflided France appeared 
to them temporary ; and the fpirit of liberty, they had no doubt, would 
enable her to repel all her enemies. They were even more attached to 
an alliance with France, when they faw England fo lofty in her preten¬ 
tions. Their policy was, to preferve the abfolute neutrality of the ftates, 
and to avoid a war with England by every means that did not humble 
the ftates before her. If fatisfa&ion could not be obtained from England 
for the affronts offered to the ftates, they propofed the fequeftration of 
Englitii property in America, and an interruption of all commerce with 
‘her ; in a word, war—if England was refolved on war. And this party 
fuppofed that the arming of American privateers, a prohibition to carry 
provitions to the Englifh itiands, and the feizing on Canada, were more 
certain means of injuring England, than any fhe had with which to make 

reprisals on the ftates. # 

Warm contefts were occaftoned in the houfe of reprefentatives by this 

difference of opinions and views, when the queftion came to be debated 
concerning the relative fituations of England and the United States. Ik 
two parties oppofed each other with the greateft animofity. The quef¬ 
tion equally agitated the people out of doors, throughout the whole ex¬ 
tent of the United States ; and although it was the general wifh to pre¬ 
ferve peace and maintain neutrality, the complaints uttered againft the 
Englifh were loud and almoft univerfal; and the remembrance of the 
triumph of America over the Englitii arms, giving atiurance of fucceis m 
a new conteft, made a war with England little the objed of fear wit 
the populace. The difmiffion, about this time, of Mr. Jefferfon from the 
office of fccrctary of ftatc, iricreafed'the difeontent of the anti-federal^- 
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Mr. JefFerfon was of that party, and had always avowed an attachment to 
pure republicanifm. His party afcribed his difmiffion to the politics he 
adopted in the prefldent s council. They were perfuaded, however he 
might fear the flates w T ere in no condition at that moment to declare war 
againfl England, and however refolved he might be to leave no reafon- 
ablc proportion untried to reflore a good underftanding between the 
countries, he was ncverthelefs equally bent upon rejecting every meafure 
that would afFedl the honour and dignity of the flates. The wifhes of 
the party were, not to challenge England, but to fhew her how the 
flates had been infulted and injured by her condudl; to let her fee they 
were offended, and to let her know they demanded reparation. They 
w ere not ignorant that Mr. JefFerfon oppofed in the council too clofe 
and intimate an union with England, whom he accufed of treachery; 
that he oppofed flill more eagerly all meafures tending to feparate the 
flates from France, where anarchy and its confequent crimes would 
foon give way to order, and where a regard to the interefls of the 
United States was evinced even in the midll of the worft diforders that 
had difgraced the revolution. The fame party knew alfo that it was Mr. 
JefFerfon s firmnefs that defeated the dangerous pretenfions and projects 
of M. Genet; and that he had been the caufe of that minifler’s being re¬ 
called by France. And the recal of M. Genet they confidered as a 
new and folid proof of the good will and friendfhip of France toward the 
United States. 

In proportion as this party complained of the difmiffion of Mr. JefFer¬ 
fon, the federalljis expreffed their triumph. Thefe latter faw, with ex¬ 
treme fatisfablion, that their views would be no longer thwarted in the 
prefldent’s council, where till then they did not think the Engliffi go¬ 
vernment fufficiently favoured. It was inflantly determined to fend 
Mr. Jay to England. It is univerfally- believed that the mflrubtions 
given to that minifler by the prefident, were framed with great wifdom 
and moderation, and that they formally eryoined Mr. Jay to refpedl the 
cn g a g ernent s of the United States with France in any new treaty with 
England, However that were, it is certain the prefident was careful to 
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%fo rm the French government, that the Tending an ambaffador extract 
dinary to England, had no other object than to avoid a war with that 
power, and to fettle the differences between the two countries; and that 
the alliance with France would be maintained with the tnoft perftd 
good faith on the-part of the United States. 

The choice of Mr. Jay for the embaffy to England, gave great offence 
to the anii-federaYijh. This mmilter was chief juftice of the United 
States ; an office that Teemed to make his prefence in the country indif- 
penfa-ble, and therefore appeared incompatible w r ith any foreign million. 
He was confidered as devoted to England by his general habits, but more 
efpecially by a bland zeal for the doctrines ot the Englifh. church, He 
was know n to have an old diffike to France, which was faid to have been 
excited by the mamtefh preference given by the trench minrfter and the 
whole French nation to Benjamin Franklin, whofe colleague he was at 
the making oi the peace in 1783. 

When parties proceed to extremes with each other, every thing ferves 
as food to their mutual hatred and injullice. About this time the infun 
reclion at Pittfbur-g'broke out. The federalijis accufed their adverfaries 
of being the contrivers and authors of the infurre&ion. They endea¬ 
voured to implicate many of them individually in its guilt, although the 
accufation was never fupported with the fmallefl: proof . That infurrec- 
tion was no other than an explofion, of a very culpable nature; no doubt, 
but perfectly forefeen, of the difeontents occafioned by the levying a tax 
on private diftilleries ; a meaffire that never could be carried into effect in 
that part of Pennfyl vania, even when, previous to the eftabliftiment ot 
the new confutation, that tax made part of the law of the ftate. 

About this time alfo democratic clubs were formed in feveral towns 
in the United States.; and the anti-federaltfts w ere accufed of being the 
authors of this dangerous imitation of the Jacobin affociations that had 
caufed fo many misfortunes to France. It was alleged againft them, 
that it was their defign to ufe the clubs as inftruments of overthrowing 
the conftitution, by introducing divilions among the ftates, and rending 
to pieces the federal Tyftem. As it generally happens, thefe accufations 
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inereafed the afperity, as well as of the party hy whom tliey were ad¬ 
vanced as thofe who were t'ne objects of them. 

In this (iteration of things, the treaty with England was concluded. It 
is not my intention to difeufs the merits of any particular parts of that 
treaty; nor do I afle<d to give its hidory, much of which is known 
only to very few perfons. I propote merely to take (bme notice of its 
efferft on the two parties. It is perfectly known, that the prelident per¬ 
ceived the treaty to be (o little conformable to the indrudtions he had 
given Mr. Jay, and fo little confident with what he thought the intereds 
of the United States, that it was long before he could prevail on himfelf 
to prefent it to the fenate for its famdion—that this treaty occafioned 
violent debates in the fenate, which would not have ended with its rati¬ 
fication, had not the majority of that aflembly been previoufly deter¬ 
mined to accept it, even without knowing the articles it contained—that, 
as foon as the treaty was made public, addredes for and againd its ratifica¬ 
tion crowded in from every town and corporation of the United States— 
that the quedion of its ratification or rejection begat the deeped con¬ 
cern, and the warmed difeufiions among the inhabitants of the northern 
dates—that the general confidence placed in the prefident tempered in 
the majority their averfion to the treaty—and that,-finally, when the 
fums for carrying it into execution came to be voted in the houfe of re- 
prefentatives, a long and violent druggie, relative to the merits of the 
treaty itfelf, was the effed; although the right of that houfe to interfere- 
with its ratification was denied by the friends of the treaty, the letter of 
the conditution having, as they faid, withheld that privilege from them. 
It is to be obferved, that the reprefentatives maintained the right of en¬ 
tering into the merits of the treaty, from the very letter of the conditu¬ 
tion, fo little precifion is there in the wording of it.—The dread of in¬ 
volving the United States in a war with England, at length gained a 
majority in the houle for the treaty j m the fame manner as that mo-- 
tive had influenced not only the prefident, but the majority of the indif- 
viduals in the dates, who-finally adhered to the treaty, to the latter, of 
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whom all alliance with England, of whatever kind, was extremely ob¬ 
noxious. 

The old animofity of the two parties was further inflamed by thefe 
difcuffions. The debates in the congrefs, and the pamphlets, and writ¬ 
ings in the papers, on the fubjedt, were loaded with perfonal abufe and 
mutual accufations. The antifederalijls were accufed of encouraging a 
fpirit of disorganization for dangerous purpofes, and from the fordid mo¬ 
tive of French gold. The other party w'as accufed of facrificing the na¬ 
tional honour ; of fhamefully humbling the ftates at the feet of England; 
of violating their ancient engagements to France; and of corruption, 
through the medium of ambition or gold. The moft fatal confequences 
were predicted to flow from the treaty, and aferibed to the federalifts, 
as injuries brought by them upon the country. The fpirit of party was 
excluded from no clafs of fociety. Political intolerance proceeded to the 
extreme; even frequently in the fame dwelling, it was found to be the 
greatefl; and the moft difgraceful and hateful appellations were mutu¬ 
ally given by the individuals of the parties to each other. 

The dilpleafure which France expreffed at the treaty, widened the 
breach between the parties. The anti-fed'eraltfls having foretold it, con- 
fidercd the expreffion of that difplcafure as the eulogium of their oppofi- 
tion ; while th a federalifts declared them to be the authors of the diflatif- 
faction of France. The latter even went fo far as to fay, that their op¬ 
ponents had, by underhand intrigues, engaged the government of France 
to complain of the treaty, when it was not difpofed to do fo; and thus 
they openly denounced them as enemies of their country. 

The executive government of the United States, the centre of the 
party of the federali/is, could not be ignorant that their treaty with Eng¬ 
land placed France in a much lefs favourable fituation than formerly re¬ 
lative to America, and even in a lefs favourable fituation than England, 
efpecially in times of w'ar; but whether they did not forefee the dil¬ 
pleafure of France, or they braved the confequences, they affedlcd to be 
furprifed and offended with the complaints of the French government, 
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and immediately, whether in ptirfuance of a fyftem they had projected,' 
or from a fear of giving advantage to the oppofite party by reforting to 
open and frank means of reconciliation with the French, they feemed in 
hafte to plunge into meafures calculated to heighten the difpleafure of 
the French government, and to encreafe, if poffible, the animolity of the 
anti-federalifis, whom they no longer hefitated to denominate jacobins, 
and agents of France. 

Among the meafures with which the anti-federalifis reproached the 
government as being inimical to France, w'as the fending of a new am- 
baffador to Paris, without powers to adjuft the differences between the 
countries, and without even authority to place France and England on a 
footing of equality with refpedt to the United States. They certainly, 
without any injuffice, confidercd among the meafures openly hoflile to 
France, a delay of eight months of thefecretary of {fate in anfwering one 
of the difpatchcs of the French miniffer ; the infulting anfwer that w 7 as 
given, after fo extraordinary a delay; and the drawing up a manifejio, 
under the title of infiruttions to the American miniffer in France, that 
was a libel on both the old and new governments of France, and that did 
not fcruple to attribute to perfidious defigns , the fignal fervices rendered 
by France to the United States during their ffruggle for independence ; 
and above all, the laying thefe infir utiions before the congrefs, that they 
might be publiflied to the world, without the blame of this infult being, 
in point of form, , imputed to them. In the conduct of the government 
and the federaliffs, their opponents pretended to fee an intention of break¬ 
ing with P'rance at all events, anti of joining England, againff that faith¬ 
ful ally of the United States; they imputed the conduct of the govern¬ 
ing party, either to total ignorance of the intereffs of America, or to cor¬ 
ruption ;—for, of the incurable hatred of England toward the States, and 
her fecret refolution to involve them in difficulties, and to detach them 
from a powerful ally, in order to have complete power over them for 
the purpofes of her ambition, that party affe&ed to have no manner of 
doubt. 

I he election of a new prefident afforded frefh aliment to the animofity 
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of the parties. The leaders of the federalijls were defirous of advancing 
to the office of prefident Mr. Pinckney, who had lately been ambaffador 
in England, and who had made the lad treaty with Spain, which gave 
general fatisfadtion in America; and haci given his {auction, at lead no¬ 
minally, to the treaty with England. He was a man of acknowledged me¬ 
rit, of a family exceedingly refpe&ed in South Carolina, and of a perfona! 
character greatly valued. His fervices, however, did not procure him the 
firft office in the Union. The vice-prelident, John Adams, feemed tc 
be naturally called to that fituation. Eight years exercife of the office o : 
vice-prefident, old and important fervices to the States, and a long life o 
eminent virtue, gave him a title that, in the opinion of perfons amon| 
the federal ids uninfluenced by intrigue or perfonal confiderations, wa; 
infinitely preferable to that of every other among nine candidates for tha: 
high office. The leaders of that party, notwithlianding, confidered Ml 
P inckney as a man more likely to be directed by their influence. The r 
affociated his name in the votes with John Adams, profeffing to the ma- 
jority of their partifans, only to raife him to the office of vice-prefident 
They confidered it as probable, that he would have the fecond greatet 
number of votes in the north; and that in the fouth, efpecially in Caro¬ 
lina and Georgia, where it was not expedted John Adams would haie 
any, he would have the majority, or at all events the fecond number, t 
Mr. J efferfon fliould happen to have the majority; and that thus le 
would have a greater number of votes than any other candidate, and 
would confequently be prelident. 

The antl-fe derail fts openly and unanimoufly fupported Mr. Jefferfor.; 
and his title to the office, founded on his eminent talents, on the fhae 
he had in the declaration of independence, and on his fervices as fecr:- 
tary of flate and as ambaffador in France, could not be queffioned, ex¬ 
cept by the prejudices of party, which are equal in power to more fold 
arguments. 

The two parties {trained every nerve, and rejected no advantage that 
intrigue could furnifh. They mutually accufed each other of unfair p* 0 " 
ceedings, and even of tricks to invalidate votes, and of frauds in the ie- 


BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LXAHCOURT. 


521 


turns. The leaders of the federali/is were deceived in their expectation 
of fecretely gaining a majority for Mr. Pinckney. John Adams had, 
however, but one vote more than the majority required by law. He was 
declared prefident, and Mr. JefFerfon vice-prefident. 

Tne molt recent Ihock of thefe parties, conflantly and vehemently ex¬ 
cited againfl each other, was occafioned by an extraordinary fitting of 
the congrefs, afl'embled by the prefident, to take into confideration the 
retufal of the French Directory to receive Mr. Pinckney as miniftcr from 
the United States. Although the federali/is had a majority in the con- 
grefs, the opinions of their opponents frequently prevailed. Almoft every 
propolition for meafures of hoftility againft France was rejected ; and 
the fending of three ambaffadors, to demand an explanation from the 
French government, was fcarcely followed by any preparations for a war. 
It is not a little remarkable, that in this contefl the orators of the fede- 
ud'ijh held the fame language which, three years before, had been em¬ 
ployed againft them by their opponents ; when on the queftion offend¬ 
ing Mr. Jay to England, the anti-federali/is recommended vigorous 
meafures, to reftore the United States from the ruinous and humiliating 
condition to which they were reduced by England—and that the anti- 
federali/is, to crufh the hofhle fpirit which the other party expreffed 
againft France, advanced the fame arguments which the governing party 
uied on the former queftion, to recommend conciliatory meafures toward 
England. The members of the houfe of reprefentatives who, although 
generally voting with the federali/is, were not in the fecretsofthe party 
on this occafion carried the votes of the congrefs toward conciliatory 
meafures. The debates, however, were more violent than ever. They 
were more than ever filled with perfonal abufe, efpecially on the fide of 
ae federali/is, who accufed their adverfaries of having advifed the infults 
t lat the ftates received from France, and of being engaged by the French 
government to facnfice the interefts of their country, and by this accufa- 
tion endeavoured to fubjetf their opponents to the odium of the people. 

nc temper of the two parties continues to be the fame at this time; 
an- fo nuetcrate is their mutual hatred, their rcfpeCtive policy is fo 
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widely afundcr and fo rooted in their affe&ioms, and their reciprocal infults 
arc fo many and fo oft'enfive, that it is impoffibie to hope for a reconci- 
liation. It is the bufinefs of the politician to enquire into the final iffue 
of their ftrifc. I have here undertaken only to ftate iadls, in older to 
g-ive an idea of the ftate of thefe parties. Yet 1 cannot but obferve, 
that the names of federal\ji and anti-fedsraUft, by which they are moft 
commmonly known, are as little conformable to the meaning of thefe 
words as the denominations Englifh adherents and French adherents, which 
they mutually give to each other. Their feveral objedls are, to ghe the 
conftitution a monarchical or a republican tendency; and to find, in the 
ambiguity of parts of its text, an authority lor their defigns, as circum- 
ftances happen to favour one or the other. Both the parties are attached 
to the union; and I am perfuaded that the anti-federalijis cannot, with 
the leaft juftice, be reproached with being lefs fo than their opponents. 
The one is the governing party, the other is in oppofition ; and we know 
that when parties have long combated with each other, their original 
objedts become fecondary. Their love of power, and their hatred of each 
other, are motives continually adting upon them; and every occafion of 
ratifying their rage, jealoufy, and ambition, is mutually feized by them. 
It i s to be ignorant of the paffions of party, not to know', that they 
are as tumultuous as any that can agitate and torment individuals and 
fociety. The imputation of being adherents of France or England, is as 
unfounded as the other. The leaders of one party look to England as 
the natural fupport of their power, efpecially fince France became a re¬ 
public ; but they do not wilh to fubjugate America to Englilh influence. 
It is faid, and not without the appearance of probability, that there are 
individuals among them who carry their attachment to England om 
thing further than this; having in contemplation, either the re-union o 
America to England, or the cftablifhment of a monarchy with a hou e 
of peers, that lhall be clofely and permanently allied to Great Britain. 
But if there ,are fuch, as will be readily enough believed, they are not t e 
whole of thofe leaders, and they do not admit the reft into their fecret, 

•for in that cafe they would foon fee the number of their adherents 
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diminifh. It is by exciting a hatred of fome of the meafures of France, 
and, by a common fraud, turning that hatred againft France herfelf, that 
thefe perfons endeavour to execute that project, while they conceal from 
their partizans their real defigns. 

I cannot be perfuaded that the American'government has entered into 
thefe deligns, which appear to me to be too far removed from common 
fenfe to be adopted by the government, and to be rather the views of in¬ 
dividuals blinded by their interefts and paffions. Yet, if we look coolly 
at the conduct of the government from the time of concluding the treaty 
with England, if we confider how little conciliatory meafures towards 
1’ranee have been ftudied in its public afts, how profufely its minifters 
have Javifhed infults on the French in their public difpatches, and how 
profound a refpeft the fame minifters, at the very fame time, expreffed 
for the government and the minifters of England, and, finally, what rude 
language toward France, equally removed from prudence and decency, 
has been held by the immediate dependants of the government in both 
houfes of the legiflature, we fhall acknowledge, that it is not without ap¬ 
pearance the American government is accufed of a partiality for England, 
which is not the genuine refult of an attention to the interefts of the 
United States. On the other hand, it it be recollected, that there is a ne- 
ceffity, or, at leaft, that there is the habit in politics, as well as in private 
tranfaftions, of following one falfe ftep by another ftill more erroneous, to 
avoid an acknowledgment of miftake, and, ftill more, the giving an advan¬ 
tage to the oppofite party—if we take into the account that Mr. Picker¬ 
ing, the American fecretary of {fete, who was the author of the dif¬ 
patches I have alluded to, and the principal aftor in the feene, did not 
acquire his fituation (for which no intelligent perfon of his party deemed 
him qualified, either by his talents, or his political experience) but in 
confequence of its being refufed by a more able man, to whom it had 
been offered by Mr. Wafhmgton, at that time prefident, and that the 
difficulty of finding another perfbn to fill the office is as great now as it 
was then (for the offices of government are in little requeft in America, 
which is unqueftionably a misfortune, if it be not a vice proceeding from 
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the conflitution), and that the machinations of a pa.it^ aie employed in 
making the difficulty of finding Mr. Pickering a fuccefifor, appear greater 
than it really is—if we call to mind the reafonablc difeon-tent of the 
American merchants at the piracies committed on tneir piopeity by the 
privateers and the governments of the French iflands, and the general 
indignation of the people, although not immediately afleded by thefe 
arts of piracy, we fliall perhaps give another interpretation to the pre¬ 
ference which is given to England, than that of a determination to fub- 
jugate the American dates to Englifh influence ; a meafure that would 
meet with the mod adive oppofition among the federalifls themfelves, 
and which never can be carried into effed, unlefs France becomes an 
unnatural accomplice in the fcheme by ads toward America contrary to 
her intered, her judice, and the greatnefs of her character. 

As to a party confiding of adherents of France, it can with lefs truth 
be faid to exid in the United States than a party devoted to England. I 
confider it to be a natural thing, that men who have uniformly endea¬ 
voured to give a republican tendency to the American conflitution fhould 
look up to the prefent conflitution of France as affording aid to their 
pretenfions ; but 1 am perfuaded the antife derails entertain no defigns 
derogatory to the independence and intcrefls of the dates. Wnen t e 
governing party affed to forget the ferviccs rendered by France to Ame¬ 
rica, and boad of it as part of their political fyllem, it is not furprifmg 
that their opponents more warmly cherifli the remembrance o toe 
fervices, and of the calamities inflided by England, which latter feem to 
be forgotten by the government. The members of the legiflature, v> 0 
form the oppofition,'’betray no criminal attachment to France; nor ex¬ 
hibit any figns of voting through the influence of the french govern 
ment; nor have the appearance, in any refpect, of looking toward, ran 
with any other feelings than thofe that naturally ipring fiom the mtere 
the United States have in an alliance with her chiefly to balance 
Englifh influence, which they imagine they have too much reafon 
fear. 1 am dill perfuaded I am warranted in dating, that there is rea y 
in America lefs of what may be called a French party than an En & 1 
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one. I do not know whether it is to be attributed to the mifcondud of 
b ranee, or to the want of addrefs in her old or her new government, or 
to an indifference to the gaining a party here, but it is certain the French 
have no party in this country. Whoever will give himfelf the trouble 
to look fteadily at the politics of the country, will be convinced with me 
that this is fad. 

I am far from confidering this as a fubjed of complaint; and I fliould be 
glad that it could be afenbed to the wifdom of the French government. 
The objed of a government that forms a party in a foreign nation, is to 
influence its public ads, and to controul it by intrigue. The objed is as 
deititute of jufhee as of magnanimity; it undermines the independence 
of the foreign ftate, and the rights of nations; and its means are of the 
mod odious nature, being no other than the lowing of corruption and 
CiOmeftic aillcnftons in the country. Where flich purpofes can be ob¬ 
tained, by fuch means, detcffable as one and the other are, the fuccefs 
can be but temporary. They are foon countermined by the ufe of the 
lame means by the rival nation; and the only certain effed they leave 
behind is the depravity and confequent misfortunes of the people among 
whom they are pradifed. Although I hazard the difgrace of being 
deemed romantic in my fentiments on this fubjed, I am not the lefs 
willing to declare, that 1 confider generofity, good faith, and found morals 
as the means of fuccefs the moll efficacious and eafily applied, in politics 
as well as in private condud. How much is the power of a nation aug¬ 
mented, in the charader it acquires, that demands nothing that is not 
juft, and that gives in its treaties with other nations even more than is 
demanded. The intrigues of a rival nation with any of its allies will be 
more readily and perfedly defeated by a frank and plain condud, than 
by an imitation of thofe intrigues, which, in truth, places the nation 
that employs them in a ftate of real hoftility with that to whom it is 
even then, by its minifters, making profeffions of friendfhip. The repu¬ 
tation and importance of moft cabinets, and moft ambaffadors, no doubt, 
would be infinitely reduced, if they were compelled to renounce their 
intrigues, Dut the interefts of ftates, and the happinefs of the people 

would 














TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


526 

would as certainly be greatly increafcd ; and it is a matter that I cannot 
queftion, that, if a regard to integrity is incapable of working a revolution 
in the policy of cabinets, fuch a revolution will inevitably be brought, 
about by the natural progrefs of knowledge, which cannot tail to prove 
its utility. 

Although the el«&ions for offices in the federal government, and thofe 
in the feveral {bates, are under the influence of party, my reader muft 
not conclude that the inhabitants of the United States univerfally range 
themfelves on the fide of one or other of the parties. Many are ignorant 
of their motives and objc&s ; and a great number of others regard them 
with- indifference, having no other intention tian to return the candidate 
moil proper for the office, and permitting themfelves to be direfted in 
their votes by fuch as they deem to be better informed on the fubjed 
than themfelves. The fecurity of liberty, the independence of the 
United States, and the prefervation of the prefent form of government, 
are the objc&s of their attachment; and, in general, they live in the 
pleafmg perfuaflon that there can be no other fentiment in public affairs. 

A painful recollc&ion of the calamities infli&cd by England, during 
their flruggles for independence, and a grateful remembrance of the fer- 
vices rendered them by France at the fame period, are the common fen- 
timents of the country; and the partiality for France is, no doubt, in- 
creafed by the refle&ion that flic contends for liberty with the enemy that 
oppofed their independence; and by a perfuaflon that it was in America that 
France was firft taught to love liberty. This preference, however, for 
the interefts of France is by no means fo obftinate as not to give way to 
a convi&ion, where it is excited, that France has deflgns upon the inde¬ 
pendence of the United States ; and it is by engendering fufpicions of 
that nature, that the party in oppofltion to the French interefts, and 
their writers, have endeavoured for a year paffc to fliake the attachment 
of the people to the French caufe. To this end calumnies on the 
French government, and falfe and infldious conllru&ions of their con 
du&, have been indufbrioufly fpread through America. 

Whatever has come within my own obfervation, or I have gathered 
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from others, convinces me that I have given a faithful picture of the mats 
of the inhabitants of the American States, and I cannot imagine that it 
will be faid—that an adedionate remembrance of the fliare which 
France had in the edablilhment of American independence, and the re- 
folution not to fuffer herfelf to make the Highteffc breach in that great 
work, erected as it was with fuch immenfe cod, are, either one or the 
other, fentiments difcreditable to the American people. 

2fEW STATES FORMED SINCE THE ADOPTION OF THE CON¬ 
STITUTION. 

At the time of the completion of the new conditution in 1 787, and' 
the firfl fittings of the new congrefs in 1/89, the Union confided of no 
more than thirteen dates; but, fince that period, three have been added 
in the manner prefenbed in fuch cafes by the conditution. Kentucky, 
which was a didrid dependent on the State of Virginia, was raifed into 
a date by an ad of congrefs, of the fourth of February 1791 ; and Ver¬ 
mont, which was a part of New Hampfhire, w r as ereded into a date on 
the 18 th of June in the fame year; and, on the id of June 1796, Ten- 
nedee, formerly part of North Carolina, and after the acceptance of the 
conditution voluntarily ceded by that date to the Union, under the name 
of The Government of the Territories on the South of the Ohio, was alfo de¬ 
clared an independent date. 

The province of Maine, part of the State of Maffachufletts, has de¬ 
manded to be ereded into a feparate date ; and will probably be de¬ 
clared fuch in the fird or fecond feffion of the next congrefs, and it is to 
be expeded that the Union, if it preferves its independence, will at 
ength confid of a greater number of dates than at prefent, by portions 
of territory being difmembered from the dates of the greated extent, and 
creded into independent dates. 

Befldes thc flxteen ftltes which at prefent form the Union, there is an 
immenfe trad of land, bearing the name of The Territory on the North- Weft 
of the Ohio, which is attached as a didrid to the fovejeignty of the Union, 
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and is under the immediate jurifdidion of the congrcfs. The ad which 
formed this territory into a diftrift under the old congrefs, on the lft of 
July 1/87, was afterwards modified by the new conftitution. A go¬ 
vernor, a fecretary, and three judges, appointed by the prefident of the 
United States, the firft for three years and the others lor lour, compofe 
the provifional government of this territory ; which, although it includes 
more than two hundred and fifty millions of acres, contains only tour 
thoufand white people. The Indians form -the greater part of its popu¬ 
lation ; but even their numbers are not great. By a law of the old con¬ 
grcfs, of the 13 th of July 1787, this territory was authorifed to chufe a 
legiflative aftembly when its population ot white people fhould amount 
to fifty thoufand. The fame law included other liberal regulations, affo- 
ciating the Territory on the North-Weft of the Ohio with the reft ol Ame¬ 
rica in the rights granted by the conftitution. It alfo enjoined the inha¬ 
bitants to obferve a juft and friendly conduct towards the Indians. It 
prohibited the purchafe of lands from the Indians by individuals without 
the exprefs authority of congrefs ; and declared that this territory fliould 
bear its fhare in the expences of the federal government, and in the pay¬ 
ment of the debts of the Union. 


ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT, AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT, OF 

THE UNITED STATES. 

The election of the prefident of the United States being a fubjeft of 
the moft weighty importance in this country, and it having happened 
that I was in America when an election to that high office took place, I 
am perfuaded there are many details relative to the mbjecd that will be 
given here with advantage. 

The conftitution, in the article on the executive power, having de 
termined the conditions required lor the office of prefident, and the ex 
tnt arid duration of its powers, enjoins the mode ol election to there 
fpedlive offices of prefident and vice- prefident ; but I will not again cite 
the text, which will be found in the firft lection of the fecond article o 
the conftitution. 
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On the 13 th ot September 1788, the old congrefs, having received the 
ratification ot the conflitution from eleven flates, and the other forms 
piefcribed for its ratification being complied with, declared the conftitu- 
tion to be in force. It appointed the firft Wedncfday of the following 
January, for the choofmg the electors in the different flates that had ra¬ 
tified the conflitution, which eleftors were to nominate the prefident; 
and the firll Wednefday in the February following, for the affembling of 
the electors in the feveral flates, to chufe the prefident; and the firft 
Wednefday of March, for the affembling of the new congrefs at New 
York, (at that time the feat of the government), when the feveral 

branches of the government were to commence their proceedings under 
the new conflitution. 


George Wafhington was elected prefident, on the firft Wednefday in 
ebruary 178 Q j and'entercd on the exercife of his functions, with the 
other authorities, on the firft Wednefday of the following March. He 
had been prefident of the convention; his name had refounded in every 
part of America; the'gratitude and veneration of the public were not 
only his due, but eagerly accorded to him; anddiis election was without 
a iflenting voice. John Adams was at the fame time ele&ed vice- 
prefident. 


The conCtilufoii, in futmlhing the legiflature with a general rule for 
the cleft, on ot prefidentland vice-prefident, had not provided for every 
md ot vacancy that might occur, but had committed that tad to the 

tegiflature; and I think i t rteteffary to give the law as it exifc at prefeni 
on that fubjed. r 


LAW RELATIVE TO THE ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE- 

IDLN1 01 1 UE LISITEL> STATJES ? MASSED m CONGRESS ON THE 
FIRST OF MARCH 1/92, IN VIRTUE OF AN ARTICLE OF THE CON¬ 
STITUTION. 


SeEt. ift. The 
the United States 
VoL. II. 


cafe of the election of prefident or vice-prefident of 
before the ufual period of election, which cafe is 
3 ^ hereinafter 
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hereinafter provided for, being excepted, the electors for the chufmg 
the prefident and vice-prefident fhall be named within thirty-four days 
immediately preceding the firft Wednefday of December, 1792; and 
thenceforth, within thirty-four days immediately preceding the firft 
Wednefday of December in the fourth year after the laft ele&ion. The 
faid electors fhall be equal in number to that of the fenators and repre- 
fentatives in congrefs, of which the feveral ftates fliall have a right to 
cojaipole their deputation, at the time when the prefident and vice-prefi- 
dent to be chofen fhall enter into office : provided that, if the new ap¬ 
portioning of reprefentatives, in virtue of the new enumeration of the 
inhabitants, fhall not take place before the period for chufing the elec¬ 
tors, then the number of electors fliall be proportioned to the number of 
fenators and reprefentatives of the prefent congrefs. 

Sett. 2d. The eledors fhall aflemble and vote on the firft Wednef¬ 
day of December, in each ftate, at fuch place as fhall be named by the 
legiflature of the ftate; and fhall draw up and fign three certificates of 
their refpedtive votes, and llia.ll fold up and feal the fame feparately, and 
fliall indorfe upon the cover of each packet a declaration, that it contains 
a lift of the votes of the ftate for the prefident and vice-prefident; and 
every eledlor, or the majority of electors, lhall appoint by ballot the per- 
fon to whom they will entruft one of the faid certificates, to be by him 
conveyed to the prefident of the fenate, at the place of refidence of the 
government, before the firft Wednefday of the January following, and 
fhall addrefs another of the faid certificates, by the poll, to the prefident 
of the fenate, at the place of refidence of the government > and fhall 
tranfmit the third of the faid certificates to the judge of the diftrid m 

which their aflembly fhall be held. 

SeSi. 3d. The executive power in each ftate fhall caufe to be drawn 
up, and properly certified, three lifts of the names of the electors of the 
ftate, and fhall tranfmit the fame to the electors before the firft Wedne 
day of December ; and the electors fliall add one of the laid lifts to eac 
of the before-mentioned lifts of their votes. 

Sett. 4 th. In the cafe of a lift of the votes of a ftate not arriving at 
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the place of refidence of the government on the firft Wednefday in Ja¬ 
nuary, the fecretary ot ftate H all difpatch an exprefs to the judge of the 
diftruft ot fuch ftate, in whoft hands the third certificate fhall have been 
depofited, who fhall tranfmit it by the fame meflenger to the pla-ce of 
refidence of the government. 

Se£I. 5 th. The congrefs fhall commence its fittings on the fecond 
Wednefday ot February, 1793 ; and thenceforth, on the fecond Wednefday 
of the February following eacl aflembly of ele&ors; and the certificates, 
or as many of them as fhall have arrived, fhall be opened, the votes 
counted, and names of the perfons elefted to fill the offices of prefident 

and vice-prefident declared aid proclaimed, according to the forms of 
the conftitution. 

Sea. 6th. In the cafe of the prefident of the fenate not being prefent at 
the place of refidence of the government, on the arrival of perfons charged 
with the lifts of the votes of the eletfors, fuch perfon fhall deliver the lifts 
to the fecretary of ftate, who fhall carefully preferve them, and remit 
them as foon as poffible to the irefident of the fenate. 

i Se£ *' The P erfons appointed by the eleftors to convey the lifts to 
tne prefident of the fenate, fhall receive, at the time of delivering the faid 
lifts, fifteen pence per mile foi the diftance, by the high road, from the 
place of election to the refidence of the government. 

Seff. 8th. If any perfon, be ng appointed to convey the votes of the 
deftors to the prefident of the fenate, and having accepted that truft, 
a negledl to difeharge the ftme, he fhall incur a penalty of one thou- 


, Cafe of the removal, death, refignation, or incapacity 

to fill his office, of the prefident or vice-prefident, the provifional prefi- 
ent of the fenate, or, where ao fuch officer has been appointed, the 
speaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, fhall fulfil the duties of prefident 
of the United States, or vice-prefident, until the prefident or vicc-prefi- 
cent fhall refume his fundions,or arnew eleftion fhall take place. 

Sea. loth. When the offices of prefident and vice-prefident fhall be¬ 
come vacant at the fame time, the fecretary of ftate fhall giVe notice of 
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the fame to the executive power of each ftate , and ihall publilh the laid 
notice in one gazette at lcafl of each Hate, in which it ihall be declared 
that the electors for the prefident of the , United States will be appointed 
or chofen in the feveral Hates, within the thirty-four days immediately 
preceding the firlt Wednefday of the month of December following, pro¬ 
vided a fpace of two months ihall intervene between the date of fuch no¬ 
tice, and the firit Wednefday of the December following; but when 
the faid fpace of time ihall not fo intervene, or if the term for which 
the late prefident and vice-prefident were eledled does not expire on the 
third day of March following, then the fecretary of Hate ihall declare in 
fuch notice that the eledfors are to be appointed or chofen within the 
thirty-four days immediately preceding the firH Wednefday of Decem¬ 
ber rn the following year ; and the electors ihall be appointed accordingly, 

and ihall proceed as is provided in this adt. 

Se£i. 11th. The only evidence that ihall be required of the icfufal to 
accept the office of prefident or vice -prefident, or refignation oi either of 
the faid offices, ihall be a declaration in writing to that effed, figned by 
the perfon refufmg to accept or refigning fuch office, which ihall be 
tranfmitted to and depofited in the office oi the fecretary of ilate. 

Setf. 12th. The term for which the prefident and vice-prefident ihall 
be chofen ihall be four years; commencing, in all cafes, on the -1th ot 

March following the day of the eledtion. 

By the provifions of this law, as well as thofe of the confhtution, the 
power of declaring the manner of nominating the electors who were to 
choofe the prefident and vice-prefident, was left to the legiilatures oi the 
feveral Hates; and the refult was, that a uniform mode was not adopted. 
In fome of the Hates the people were left to nominate the electors, intie 
fame manner as they voted for other offices; in others, that power 
confided to the legiilatures themfelves. The following is a Hatement 
ihewing which of theie modes was adopted by each Hate refpedlh ely. 


States 
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States in which the Electors for the States in which the Electors for the 
Frefdent and Vice-prefdent of the P ref dent and Vice-prefdent of the 

United States are named by the United States are named by the Le- 
Feople. gfuture. 


MafTachufetts. 

Pennfylvania. 

Virginia. 

TenefTee. 

Kentucky, 

South Carolina. 

Georgia. 


Vermont. 

New Hampfhire. 
Connecticut. 
Rhode Ifland. 
New York. 
Delaware. 

New Jerfey. 
Maryland. 

North Carolina. 


It is certainly a circumftance at which one can fcarcely exprefs too 
much furprife, that a public act, including an intereft fo weighty and 
general as that of the choice of prefident, fhould not be conducted on 
uniform principles throughout the Rates; and that the privilege of no¬ 
minating the electors fhould not univerfally refide in the people. The 
advocates for its redding in the legiflatures contend, that the legiflatures, 
being chofen by the people, and for a fhort period, their nomination of 
electors is, in fact, that of the people; and that the nomination of electors 
being always at a ftated period, the people, when they choofc the legif- 
lature^ have it before their eyes that it has the electors to name, and 
therefore are called to vote for fuch members as they imagine may be en- 
trufted with that function. Their opponents maintain, that the election 
of the prefident and vice-prefident by the people, in an immediate and 
direct manner, is an inalienable right, and which it was the intention of 
the conftitution to ratify; that the conflitution, in leaving it to the fe¬ 
deral legiflatures to declare the manner of nominating the electors, had in 
view only the piacc and time of their aflembhng, and never meant to m- 
ticnch upon one of the moft facrcd rights of the people; and that, al¬ 
though 
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though the legiflatures are chofen for a fhort period, and the time of no¬ 
minating the electors is fixed, fo that the people may always, in their 
choice of the members of the legiflature, keep in mind that particular 
truft, yet the functions of legillator and of elector are fo abfolutely dif- 
tinft, that the man who is the moil proper for one may be extremely 
unfit for the other. 

Mr. Wafhington was a fccond time chofen prefident of the United 
States, on the fail Wednefday in December 1792, but not unanimoufly, 
as in the former inflance, an oppofition already beginning to lhew itfelf 
in the Union. He had, however, a majority, which was the greater, 
becaufe many of thofe in oppofition perceiving that he would be chofen 
in delpite of their efforts, did not declare openly againfl him, while 
fame of that party even gave him their vote. John Adams was again 
elected vicc-prefident, with a majority that greatly exceeded the votes of 
any of the other candidates. 

In the month of October 1796, Mr. Wafhington publicly declared his 
refolution of retiring, on account of infirmities of age, and requeued his 
friends and adherents not to nominate him. 

The ferutiny for prefident and vice-prefident was made in a fitting held 
for that purpofe, according to the terms of the law. The fenate having 
come down to the chamber occupied by the reprefentatives, took their 
feats on the right, as is the cuflom when the two houfes unite for parti¬ 
cular objebls. The vice-prefident, adling in his capacity of prefident of 
the fenate, was feated in a chair on the right of that occupied by the 
fpeaker of the lioufe of reprefentatives. The chairs of the prefident of 
the fenate, and the fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, flood upon a 
platform, elevated for the purpofe. One commiffioner, appointed by the 
fenate, and two by the other houfe, fat at a table at the foot of the platform; 
and the fecretaries of the two houfes were refpedtively placed at tables, 
that of the fenate on the right, and the other on the left of the plat¬ 
form, and immediately below it. The fecretary of the fenate having 
read the law regulating the mode of opening the ferutiny, and the in- 
flruments of the two houfes refpeblively appointing the commiffioners, 
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the vice-prcfident fucceffively drew from two boxes, which flood before 
him, the votes from the feveral flates for the nomination of prefident and 
vice-prefident of the United States. The votes, together with papers re¬ 
lative to the ele&ion, were fealed up in a packet from each {late, agree¬ 
able to the law of the lfl of March, 1702. The vice-prefident, having 
broken the feals, read the general return of the ele&ion of each flate, 
certifying its validity; after which, the fecretary of the fenate declared 
the feveral votes of the ele&ors, and read their feveral fignatures. All 
the papers were then, by order of the vice-prefident, handed to the com- 
miffioners, who mutually examined and checked the whole, and feverally 
made entries of the votes for each candidate.. Mr. Sedgwick, the 
commiflioner of the fenate, having compared and checked his lift with 
thofe of Mr. Sitgreave and Mr. Parker, the commiffioners of the 
houfe of reprefentatives, read aloud the general fummary of the returns, 
m the order in which the feveral packets had been opened by the prefi¬ 
dent. The following is a copy of the fummary. 


Names 
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Names of the Hates. 

John Adams 

Pinckney 

Jefferfon 

Burr 

Sam. Adams 

Patrick Henry 1 


[ Clinton 

0 

% 

P 

9 

3 

ft 

0 

P 

1 J. Johnfon 

H. El fe worth 1 

New Hampfliire 

0 










0 

Maflachufetts 

10 

13 








2 

1 

Rhode Ifland 

4 



; 







4 

Connecticut . 

9 

4 





5 





Vermont 

4 

4 


i 

ui : 







New York 

12 

12 










New Jerfey 

7 

7 







- 



Pennfyl vania 

l 

O 

4 * 

14 

13 








Delaware 

3 

3 










Maryland 

at 

/ 

4 

4 

3 


2 






Virginia 

1 

1 

20 

1 

15 



3 

1 



Kentucky 



4 

4 








Tenelfce 



3 

3 








North Carolina 

1 

1 

1 1 

0 





1 



South Carolina 


8 

i 8 









Georgia 



4 





4 




Total 

Izi'sc 

)lC8;3G 

1 15 

2 

s| 5 

■1 7 

' 2 

: 2 

■111 


The vicc-prefidcnt then declared, that in virtue of the conftitution, 
the candidate having the greateft number of votes above an abfolute 111:1 
jority of the electors, was the perfon appointed to be president; and that 
the total number of electors being one hundred and thirty-nine, the can 
didate having feventy-one votes was in the prefent cafe duly elected. 


As 
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As the choice fell upon himfelf, and by his prefent office it became 
his duty to proclaim himfelf prefident, he betrayed evident figns of em- 
barraffinent; and did not recover from his agitation till after fome mo¬ 
ments of filence ; when he declared, that John Adams, having feventy- 
one votes, a number beyond an abfolute majority required by the con- 
ftitution, and no candidate having more votes, John Adams was elected 
and proclaimed prefident of the United States for four years—and that 
Thomas Jefferfon, having fixty-eight votes, and no other candidate hav¬ 
ing the fame number, was elected and proclaimed vice-prefident, for the 
fame term of four years. He concluded this concife proclamation, by 
befeeching the Almighty to favour and protect the objects of the elec¬ 
tion. 

The functions of the new prefident were not to commence till the 
4 th of March; and John Adams, in his quality of vice-prefident, con¬ 
tinued to be prefident of the fenate. Fifteen days afterwards, he requeft- 
ed that houfe to- name a provifional prefident, that he might employ the 
interval in preparing for the functions of his high office. 

The fecretary of ftate, whofe duty it was to inform Mr. Jefferfon of 
his nomination to the office of vice-prefident,- font an exprefs to him for 
that purpofe, and at the fame time a duplicate of the difpatch by the re¬ 
gular poft. The precaution turned out to be neceffary ; for the extraordi¬ 
nary meffenger fell fo fuddenly and extremely ill, at the diftance of forty 
miles from Philadelphia, that he was not even able to declare the object of 
his difpatches; and it w r aS by the poff that Mr. Jefferfon received the ac¬ 
count of his nomination. Mr. Jefferfon proceeded to Philadelphia, and 
on the 4th of March the new members of the executive authority en¬ 
tered on their functions. 

The houfe of reprefentatives,-which by the eonftitution wais diffolved 
on the 3 d of March of its fccond year, no longer exifted. The conffitu- 
tion, in preferibing to the new prefident the neceffity of taking the oath 
before he entered on the exercifc of his functions, had not declared at 
what time, or m what manner, or before whom the oath was to be 
taken. John Adams followed the example of his predeceilor; he re- 
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paired to the houfe of reprefentatives, preceded b}' the fKeritis, marfhals, 
and other officers, and placed himfelf in the chair occupied by the 
ipeaker during the fittings of the houfe. Such members of the fe- 
nate as remained in the town, took their ordinary feats; the other 
feats were filled with fpedlators, among whom were many ladies. 
Mr. Jefferfon, the new vice-prefident, placed ^imfelf at the foot of 
the platform on the right, and the late fpeaker of the houfe of repre¬ 
fentatives on the left. In the front, and round a table, were four of the 
judges of the fupreme court of the United States, among whom was Mr. 
Elswortii, the chiefjuftice. The galleries and tribunes w r ere crowded. 
The foreign miniflers, although not formally invited, attended without 
ceremony, and, with many others, flood behind the platform. The pre- 
fident, the fimplicity of whofe drefs was not diftinguifhed by any thing 
but a black cockade and a fword, pronounced a difeourfe, in which he 
declared his political faith ; after which, having defeended from the plat¬ 
form, he repeated, in a loud voice, the ufual oath, after the chief-juftice, 
and kifled the book of the evangelifts, and then returned to the platform. 
In a ffiort time after, he retired, preceded by the officers who accom¬ 
panied him on his entrance. 

Nothing can be more fimple than the ceremony of this inflallation; 
but this very fimplicity has fomething in it fo delightful, fo noble, and 
fo nearly refembling the grandeur of antiquity, that it commands our re¬ 
verence, and feizes upon our worthiefl affedlions. I fpeak at leafl of the 
effedt it produced on my feelings. This change of the perfons exercifing 
the moft awful functions of the Hate, with fo little pomp, but with fo 
great folemnity; and which places a man who, the evening before, was 
among the crowd of fimple citizens, at the head of the government, 
while he who held the firfl office of the flate the preceding evening, is 
returned again to the clafs of fimple citizens—is full of the qualities that 
conftitute true greatnefs. 

The prefence of the late prefident, who mingled with the other fpec- 
tators of this feene, added to its intercfl, and conp pleated the greatnefs of 

its cffedl. 5 
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Mr. Jefferfon, having returned to the chamber of the fenate, took the 
oath, in prefence of the members and the fecretary; having firft pro¬ 
nounced a fhort difeourfe, full of talent and wifdom, and which received 
the approbation of all who did not attend with a refolutiori to be diffatif- 
fied with Mr. Jefferfon’s conduct. 

DEPARTMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER, IN THE GO¬ 
VERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

There are three departments in the executive government—the de¬ 
partment of Rate, that of finances, and that of war. A perfon, who 
bears the title of fecretary of the department, is at the head of each ; they 
adt under the authority of the prefident, who may avail himfelf of their 
councils when he thinks proper, but is not compelled to do fo. 

An attorney-general of the United States is attached to the executive 
government; whofe functions are, to profecute in the fupreme court of 
theStates, all fuits in which the government of the Union is interefted,and 
to give his opinion on matters relative to law to the prefident, when he 
demands it; and to the heads of the feveral departments, in law matters 
concerning the department, when it is required of him. Laws that 
have paffed fince the creation of the office of attorney-general of the 
United States, have appointed the perfon who fills that office, one of the 
commiffioners of the finking fund, and for the reduction of the national 
debt. 

He is permitted, in common with the attornies-general of the feveral 
Rates, to purfue his profeffion in the affairs of individuals. 

JUDICATURE. 

The judicature of the United States is compofed of courts of dif- 
tri<R, courts of circuit, and a fupreme court; and thefe have exclufivc 
jurifdidion of all fuits that affedt the intereffs of the Union. The courts 
of diRrift are held in every Rate four times a year, by a judge appointed 
by the general government, and refiding for that purpofe in the Rate - . 
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They take cognizance of crimes and offences againft: the general laws of 
the Union, committed within the diftridf, or on the fea within its jurif- 
didfion, when the penalty does not exceed thirty (tripes with a w hip, or 
the payment of a hundred dollars; and of all caufes belonging to the ad- 
miralty, including feizures made in purfuance of the laws of the general 
government relative to imports, commerce, or navigation, when fuch 
ieizures are made within their jurifdidtion. They have alfo cognizance, 
in conjunction with the courts of the particular ftate, and the courts of 
circuit, of caufes in which foreigners complain of wrongs done in viola¬ 
tion of the law of nations, or in violation of any treaty of the United 
States; and of all caufes to be determined by the common law, in which 
the general government is the plaintiff, and when the objedts in difpute 
do not exceed the value of a hundred dollars. The courts of diftrid 
have alfo exclufive cognizance of fuits againft: confuls and vice-confuls. 
All caufes determined by the courts of diftridf, except thofe concerning 
the admiralty, are tried by jury. 

The courts of circuit are held by a judge of the fupreme court, and 
judges of the diftridf. The United States are divided into three circuits; 
the eaftern circuit, comprifmg the (fates on the eaft, extending to, but 
exclufive of New York; the midland circuit, comprifmg the dates of 
New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Vir¬ 
ginia ; and the fouthern circuit, comprifmg the (fates to the fouth of 
Virginia. Courts of circuit are held twice a year in each (fate: they 
have cognizance, in conjunction with the courts of the different (fates, 
of all civil caufes, where the matter in difpute amounts to the value of 
five hundred dollars, independent of the expences of the fuit, and in 
which the Union is interefted, or a foreigner is a party, or the difpute is 
between citizens of different (fates; and an exclufive cognizance ot all 
criminal matters committed againft the Union. They are alfo courts ot 
appeal from the judgment of the courts of diftridf. 

The fupreme court of the Union is compofed of a chief-juft ice, and 
five judges, which latter have rank among themfelves, according to the 
(tytes of their appointment; it holds its fittings twice a year, at the place 
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which is the feat of the government; it has exclufive jurifdidlion over all 
civil caufes where any one of the ftates is a party, except where the ad- 
verfe party is a citizen of the fame ftate; and over all fuits inftituted 
againft foreign ambaffadors or envoys, or their domeftics, confiftently 
with the law of nations. Its jurifdidlion extends alfo, but not exclu¬ 
sively, to fuits in which an ambaffador or other foreign minifter is 
plaintiff, or in which confuls or vice-confuls are interefled. It is a ge¬ 
neral court of appeal from the judgment of the courts of circuit, or of 
the different tribunals of the feveral Hates. 

All the federal courts have authority to make rules to regulate pro¬ 
ceedings before them, and to adminifter oaths. 

The attorney-general of the United States, who muff refide at the feat 
of government, conducts the caufes of the government in the fupreme 
court; and a counfel appointed by the general government refides in each 
ftate or diftridl, to conduct in the courts of diftridl and courts of circuit 
criminal and civil caufes on behalf of the government. 

The diftance of-the ftates of Kentucky and TenefTee, and of the pro¬ 
vince of Maine, from the feat of the federal government, making it in¬ 
convenient to hold courts of circuit in them, their courts of diftridl are 
authorifed to exercife the jurifdidlion belonging to the courts of circuit, 
except in cafes of appeal, which arc carried before the fupreme federal 
court. The fame authority is given to the courts of diftridt in the ter¬ 
ritories of the north-weft, which as yet are not formed into a ftate. 

The juries that ferve in the federal courts are chofen according to the 
forms obferved in the refpeclive ftates where thefe courts happen to be 
held. 

CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE. 

The crimes and offences of which the federal tribunals take cogni¬ 
zance, are only fuch as are committed againft the Union, or committed 
in territories under the immediate jurifdidlion of the Union. In the firft: 
clafs are—trekfons; rebellions ; refufal to pay impofts enjoined by the 
Union ; fmuggling; frauds committed by officers of the revenue, in 
matters of revenue ; in a word, every offence againft laws pafled by the 
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congrefs. In the fecond clafs are—crimes and offences committed on 
the feas, or in forts or arfenals belonging to the Union; and, in cafe of 
the feat of government being removed to Federal-city, all crimes and 
offences, of what nature foever, committed in that city, or in a diltrift 
furrounding it of ten miles fquare. 

The crime of treafon, as it is defined by the conflitution wilful mur¬ 
ders, committed in forts, arfenals, &c. belonging to the Union, or com¬ 
mitted on board of American vefiels in the open feas, or in the feveral 
roads; the treachery of mailers difpofmg of vefiels or cargoes committed 
to their charge, for their own profit, or delivering fuch veifels to pirates; 
a confpiracy of faiJors to prevent the matter from defending himfelf againlt 
pirates; piracies committed by citizens of the United States, under fo¬ 
reign colours, on the vefiels or cargoes belonging to the Union, or to ci¬ 
tizens of the Union ; forging of national fecurities; debafing of money by 
officers of the mint, or thefts committed by them of gold or filver coin 
from the mint; theft of money or notes from letters, made by the letter- 
carriers of the poft offices ; and the robbery or opening of the mail on the 
highways, or the robbery of them in the poll offices, or opening of them 
by perfons not authorifed—are crimes punifhed with death. 

Robbery, and the receiving of flolen goods, are punifhed with whip- 
ping, which is never to exceed thirty-nine flnpes ; and forging of bills of 
lading, fiiip s books, or regifters, or other fuch documents, are punifhed 
wii.li the pillory, and imprifbnment not to exceed more than three years. 

All other crimes and offences againfl the general government, including 
dealings in the flave trade, which the law’s of the Union prohibit, are 
punifhed by fines and imprifonment of various degrees. 

Although the criminal jurifprudence of the Union cannot be charged 
with cruelty, when compared with that ofmofl flates of Europe, cfpe- 
cially England, one is not the lefs furprifed to fee, in a code abounding 
with the punifhments of whipping, the pillory, and death, that fine and 
imprifonment arc the only punifhments for the crimes of wilfully flitting 
the notes, tongues, or ears of a human being. 

I cannot prevail on myfelf to believe, that the congrefs will not, ere it 
be long, infufe into its jurifprudence. the benign temper of the Icgifla- 
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ture of Pennfylvania, whofc example has been followed by many other of 
the Hates. Independent of the great moral and political motives which 
recommend that conduct to the federal government, it mud at length be 
moved by the hard and cruel contrail of punifhments indicted in the 
fame place, and for the fame fpecies of crime, according as the fentence 
happens to be pafled by the tribunals of the federal government, or thofe 
of the refpedlive Hates—for the fentence of a federal court is executed in 
the place where it is pafled. This contrail is painful in an uncommon 
degree at Philadelphia ; where the Union having no prifon peculiar to 
itfelf, criminals fentenced by the federal courts to imprifonment are 
confined in the fame prifon with offenders fentenced by the courts of 
Pennfylvania, but are not permitted to partake of the benefits of the 
humane and falutary regulations of that Hate in its prilons. 

CIVIL JURISPRUDENCE. 

The laws of the Union in civil matters, like thofe of the fevcral Hates, 
are for the moH part the Englifh laws, accompanied with all the delays' 
and intricacies arifing from complicated and didicult forms. It would 
be a great benefit conferred on the American people, to Amplify the pro¬ 
ceedings, and even many of the principles of the law ; and it is a reform 
fometimes talked of, but the undertaking is great and difeouraging. The 
lawyers, educated in the principles of this embarrafled code, and accuf- 
tomed to its practices, would reludlantly change them for others; and it 
is to be fuppofed the greater part of them are fo perfuaded of the fupe- 
rior excellence of the lyflem, that they would oppofe the.introduction of 
any other; and it is to be remembered that law-fuits, although ruinous 
to clients, are the harveH of lawyers. This clafs of mem compoles much 
more than half of the legiflature of the Union, as Vveil.as of/the lCgifla- 
tures of the different Hates; and thofe, I am •affaid, arc too powerful rea-* 
fons to permit us to hope for any fpeedy reform in the. law. ' / 

One of the moH remarkable laws of the Union is that. relative to 
flavery ; but it may be confidered as fpringing from principles of policy, 
rather than enlightened reafons of jurilprudence. We have feen that the 
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conftitution permitted,//// 1808 , the importation, in thefeveralfates, of 
fuchperfons as, till that period, the feveralftates Jhouldjudge it expedient to 
permit to he imported ; and by this defcription the conftitution meant to 
defignate faves ; which temporary countenance given to the Have trade 
the conftitution could not openly acknowledge, without an abfurd con¬ 
tradiction of the liberal principles it had premifed; nor could it openly 
prohibit the flave trade, without a certainty of the law being oppofed by 
the fouthem ftates. By this vague defignation the framers of the confti¬ 
tution crept out of this embarraftment; and, however grofs the fubter- 
fuge may be, we can fcarcely blame them; ftnce, while they preferred 
the exiftence of the Union at the difficult period w hen the conftitution 
was framed, they named a term not far diftant for the extinction of that 
deteftable traffic. 

In 1 796, the congrefs pafled a law, prohibiting American veflels to 
carry ftaves, under the penalty of two thoufand dollars, and confifcation 
of the ftaves and veflels; and this law, although fometimes eluded, is for 
the greater part rigoroufly enforced, of which I have feen many inftances 
during my ftay in America. It is even difficult and expenftve to elude it; 
for the Quakers purfue offenders againft this law with incredible activity 
and inveteracy. The merchants who make the attempt mull provide 
falfe bills of lading, and make oath that the cargo is the property of 
foreign merchants, and employ others to take the fame oath; and all 
this is attended with great expence. 

A law of 1793, prohibits the giving of an afylum to any perfon en¬ 
gaged to ferve another, ordaining a fine to be levied upon all offenders 
in this cafe, and declaring, that the perfon who flies from his maftcr 
lhaH be liable to be fent back to him.. In this law the congrefs avoided 
the ufe of the word faves, although it was to provide againft the flight 
or concealment of ftaves that it was paired, there being little reafon for 
apprehenftons about domeftics engaged for a term. The jurifpmdence of 
the Union relative to ftaves, is confined to thefe tw r o articles. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

The department of ftate is alfo that of foreign affairs, which indeed 
form its principal bufinefs. The fecretary of ftate, who is at the head of 
this department, is the keeper of the feals of the Union. It is his office 
to counterfign the laws, and to promulgate them; he has the cuftody of 
the papers of the old congrefs, and has other functions; but his princi¬ 
pal employment is to tranlacf affairs with foreign powers. The expences 
incurred for foreign affairs amounted, for the four firft years after the rati¬ 
fication of the new conftitution, to no more than forty thoufand dollars 
annually. Since that period the number of the minifters and confuls of 
the Union in foreign countries being encreafed, the ordinary annual ex¬ 
pences for foreign affairs have amounted to fixty thoufand dollars; and 
the expences attending the execution of the different treaties made by the 
Lnion during the laff three years, have occafioned the granting of extra¬ 
ordinaries greatly exceeding the amount of ordinary expences. The 
treaty with Algiers coft the Union more than nine hundred thoufand 
dollars. ^ The amount of expences, ordinary and extraordinary, for fo¬ 
reign affairs, from the year 1790 to this time, is more than two millions 
of dollars. 

I am inclined to believe that the United States might have fpared a 
great part of this expence, had their politics been directed with a little 
more wifdom. Nor would the faving of money have been the greateft 
advantage they would have reaped; it is probable they would have been 
able to fhun the interior troubles, with which it is too plain they are now 
menaced ; to avoid the very delicate and embarraffing fituations in which 
they have more than once been plunged, and are now more than ever 
involved ; topreferve the bleffings of peace for many years ; to fecure the 
exiftence of the Union, wdiich is the fource of their ftrength, and which 
cannot be fhaken but through their connection with foreign countries; 
in a word, to place out of the reach of danger that independence wdiich 
they won with fo much glory to themfelves, the right to wdiich cannot 
be conteffed, but which has no longer any real exiftence, except in the 
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mouths of their own declaimers. Proud with reafbn of having thrown 
the oppreffive yoke of England, the United Spates were too ready to 
play a part among the nations of Europe; and to involve themfelves in. 
the interefts of foreign powers, from which nature had moft happily fe- 
parated them. They involved themfelves in thofe foreign interefts the 
moment they fent mmillers to foreign courts, and received their minifters 
in return ; from that moment they expofed themfelves to the dangers that 
the weak are placed in relative to the ftrong,. among nations as well as 
individuals; they reduced themfelves to the neceffity of pradifing dupli¬ 
city, an indifpenfable condition, when he who is weak allies himfelf to 
him who is throng; and the more indifpenfable in politics, inafmuch as 
juftice has been hitherto contemned in that art, the will of the more 
powerful being the only law. In receiving foreign minifters, they gave 
rife to intrigues, the more dangerous, becaufe their mailers believed it to 
be their intereft to difturb their tranquillity, and check their growing pro- 
fperity. In a Hate where political concerns are as yet little complicated, 
the refidence of foreign minifters is more mifehievous than in others, 
even when they have received no inftructions from their courts to culti¬ 
vate intrigues, which is a cafe difficult to imagine. They are ready 
enough to render themfelves of importance, and to give confequence to 
their employments ; if they fucceed in fome underhand practice, if they 
corrupt a fecretary of ftate, or fome member of the government, if they 
pave the way for the influence and interefts of their courts, or feem te 
do fo, they are fure to win the favour of their matters, for courts will 
intrigue everywhere, and will have a party wherever they can; and 
thus they pafs for men, of talents and induftry; and while they fow the 
feeds of difeord in the countries where they refide, they create a title to 
rewards, and gain a ftep toward preferment. And thefe truths are the 
more alarming, in proportion as the cabinet that fends the ambaffador is 
ftrong, and has an intereft in leflening the power of the ftate where he 
refides, and in proportion as that contains in it circumftances dangeious 
to its unanimity ; in a word, as It contains more or lefs of thofe circum 
fiances whofe combination forms the exillence of the United States. 
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The unibaffadors of lcfs powerful flates act on the fame principles ; 
and the application of them folcly is different. They flatter the opinions 
<ot their cabinets, and lull them with ftatements in which truth is not 
ltri&ly confulted; and thus they cultivate, in their refpebtive govern¬ 
ments, opinions and deflgns mifehievous to their fubjedls. If it happens 
that they belong to a party at home, their difpatches take the colour of 
the party. It is a univerfal paffion to be of importance in the world, but 
the agents of governments are the molt infected by it. They fill their 
difpatches with hearfays, convcrfations, lufpicions uttered of fome, de¬ 
nunciations againfl others, and reports fpringing from their prejudices 
only, from which they draw conclufions that fill the minds of their em¬ 
ployers with perplexities, confirm them in their prejudices, and engage 
them in hafty and impolitic meafures. 

When a minifter is charged with a negociation, the danger is ftill more 
imminent. With whatever prudence and forefight his cabinet may draw 
up his inflrudtions, flill they muff include fome latitude. The ambafla- 
dor’s probity, his judgment, and his information, can be the only guaran¬ 
tees of his conforming himfelf to his inftrubtions. He may even involun¬ 
tarily exaggerate, in his correfpondence, the obftacles he has to encounter; 
he may mifcalculate the overtures that are made to him, on the part of 
the flate with whom he treats; if he is to be corrupted, the miniflers 
with whom he has to deal will not fail to give him his price, and he will 
content to a treaty which facrifices fome of the articles of his inltruc- 
tions, or includes articles not to be found in them. In a word, he w'ill 
agree to fomething contrary to the intentions of his court. How r many 
more topics of the fame kind might thefe obfervations include ?—It is 
true the ratification of fuch a treaty is not inevitable; but the govern¬ 
ment of a flate, already w T eak, is not in the fame condition to refufc the 
ratification of a treaty, figned by its ambaffador, that a powerful flate is; 
and the danger that may be incurred by the refufal gives great opportu¬ 
nity of intrigue for the ratification of fuch a treaty. 

A w r eak flate, which fends and receives ambafl'adors, and would mingle 
in the concerns of powerful flates, can fcarcely avoid being drawn into 
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a party; its ambition and vanity will often hurry it on in a direction 
contrary to its ufual policy ; and it never belongs to fuch a ft ate to take a 
part in the differences of other governments, by which it only hazards its 
own profperity, and fometimes endangers its exigence. 

Had the United States, after the glorious war they had maintained for 
their independence, opened their ports to all nations with equal advan¬ 
tages, and permitted their merchants to trade wherever their intereft led 
them, and had been wife enough to abftain from all other foreign rela¬ 
tions, they would have approached nearer than at prefent to the objeCt 
they defire, of being a powerful government. In the midft of internal 
tranquillity, they might have filled their arfenals, fortified their harbours, 
collected timber for the building fhips of war, which they need not have 
fent from their ports till they were ftrong enough to protect the American 
flag; they might have -efcaped from their prefent fituation, in which 
they are torn by domeftic diffentions, fwayed by foreign influence, and, 
in truth, lefs independent than they were on the 4 th of July, J 77 ^— 
which fituation is the entire refult of the politics of the government, for 
their population is doubled, their wealth increafed, and their people in- 
duftrious, enterprifing, fagacious, and honeft. 

My opinion will, no doubt, find many opponents, and more efpecially 
in America; but if it be well examined, I believe it will find alfo many 
partizans. As to myfelf, I am fo penetrated with the conviction of its 
folidity, fmce my refidence here has given me fome knowledge of the 
affairs of the country, that I do not hefitate to pronounce—that the in¬ 
dependence of the ftates, and the tranquillity and happinefs of the peo¬ 
ple (a people fb worthy of repofe, and fo admirably placed by nature to 
poffefs a durable repofe), will never be enfured till the day in which the 
government deflroys all political ties with Europe. By that policy, it is 
not perhaps yet too late to fecure the profperity of America, although 
infinite mifchiefs have been occafioned by the foreign connections the 
government has cultivated during the laft fourteen years. 

In expreffing my opinion on the dangers incurred by feeble ftates in 
their connections with powerful ones, it is America, and America in her 
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prefent fitmtion, that I have had in view. If fmall flates, fuch as Ge¬ 
noa or Geneva, fend ambaffadors to powerful nations, it is to folicit pro- 
tc&ion, and to acquire fubfidies ; they are deflined to be inferior ; . they 
can never b; a grain in the political balance; they may, therefore, with¬ 
out danger ;o themfelves, indulge in diplomatic vanity. Docs it belong 
to the United States, invited by nature and a concurrence of circum- 
ftances to become a powerful nation, but which can never ftand in that 
rank except through the medium of a long continued peace, to endanger 
that importmt event by a narrow policy ? Can they ever doubt, that 
they are objects of the hatred of their former mailers ?—A paffion that 
is not lefs real for being enveloped in the forms of amity. Do they 
doubt, that the high deftiny to which nature and the period of their 
birth called them, is an objecfl of the jealoufy of the political forefight of 
Europe? Have they not to fear their being the aliment of rivalry among 
the European powers, in the midfl of whofe contefls they cannot remain 
neuter without entire paffivenefs ? But, as if they had no knowledge of 
thefe truths they have, without neceffity, and even wilfully, flaked all 
their advantages, and engendered maladies which already have tainted 
the flate and threaten to fpread to its vitals, to gratify the vanity of 
making a figure, while yet in infancy, on the political theatre, with the 
old and powerful flates of Europe ! It is w r ith nations as with indivi¬ 
duals, the premature ufe of the genial powers is fucceeded by a life cf 
debility and early decrepitude. 

FINANCES 3F THE UNITED STATES; THEIR HISTORY, AND PRESENT 

situation; taxes; revenues, &c. 

The new conflitution had been contemplated and was framed, to give 
the federal government a degree of power, the w ; ant of which was daily 
experienced by the former congrefs. Its weaknefs was chiefly felt in the 
leyying of taxes, and the contributions of the feveral flates toward the 
expences of the Union. The demands of the war, too greatly difpropor- 
tioned to the refources of the United. States, had not been completely far 
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tisfied by the loans which France and their other allies furnilhed with a 
generofity that now feems utterly forgotten. The congrefs, convinced as 
it was of the evils of a paper currency which had no exifting funds for 
its foundation, was neverthelefs forced into a prodigious cmiffion of that 
currency, having no guarantee but the faith of a public deftitute of all 
means of repayment. The paper iffued by the feveral ftates was in fimilar 
•abundance; and throughout it was depreciated almofl to nothing. This 
debt was to be univerfally provided for; funds were to be found for the 
expences of the general government; the ncceffity for the creating a 
fyftem of finance was apparent; and the old congrefs, feeling the im¬ 
portance of all thefe duties, by a diredt declaration in 1/83, pledged the 
honour of the United States for the payment of all the public creditors. 
The new congrefs, at the clofe of its firft leffion, in September 1 / 80, or¬ 
dered the fecretary of the treafury of the Union to lay before the legifla- 
ture, at the commencement of the enfuing fellion, a plan for the reftor- 
ing of public credit. Mr. Hamilton, at that time the fecretary of the 
treafury, acquitted himfelf of this duty, in January 1790 ; and the con¬ 
grefs, adopting the plan laid before them, palled a law, on the 4th of 
Auguft in the fame year, whofe objedl was the payment of the national 
debt. This law funded the debt due to foreign nations, as well as to the 
creditors at home; adding to the debt, not only a long arrear of intereft, 
but intereft upon intereft. The debt due to foreign nations amounted to 
eleven millions nine hundred and eight thoufand one hundred and eighty- 
eight dollars; and the domeftic debt to forty millions nine hundred and 
five thoufand four hundred and eighty-five dollars; making together 
fifty-two millions eight hundred and thirteen thoufand fix hundred and 
feventy-three dollars. The prefident of the United States was authorized 
to borrow twelve millions of dollars, on the befit terms he could obtain, 
to pay the foreign debt. As to the loan to extinguifli the domeftic debt, 
the arrears of intereft, and certificates of intereft due, a paper then in cir¬ 
culation, were received as part of it, and funded at an intereft of three 
per cent. The capital of the debt, comprifmg the paper money then 
in circulation, was funded at an intereft of fix per cent; with a pro- 
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■vifion that a third of the debt thus funded fhould not receive intereH till 
the expiration of ten years, that is to fay, till the year 1 800, and this part 
Ot the debt was lor that reafon funded under the name of the deferred, 
flock ; while two other funds were created, one of three per cent, and one 
of fix per cent, to fulfil engagements of the Hate. The deferred flock was to 
be redeemed by the treafury, in the proportion of eight per cent per an¬ 
num, which provifion was regarded as a kind of compenfation for the 
lufpenfion during ten years of the payment of the interelf:. The different 
funds were redeemable alfo by the congrefs by annuities for twenty-three 
years, at eight per cent per annum, but which could not in that cafe be 
afterwards redeemed by any other fund. The fame law contained pro- 
vifions to make the Union refponfible for the debts of the different Hates. 
It authorized a loan of twenty-one millions five hundred thoufand dol¬ 
lars ; and permitted to be received, as fubferiptions to the loan, certi¬ 
ficates of debts of the feveral Hates for military fervice, or furnifhing of 
provifions during the war, limiting the fums which each Hate might 
fubferibe in this manner. A third of the debts thus funded bore an in- 
terefl of three per cent; and the remaining two-thirds an intereft of fix 
per cent, but one-half of the fix per cents was not to receive intereH till af¬ 
ter the year 1800. The fubferiptions to this loan were to be made within a 
certain time ; but the period was afterwards extended. The fame law ap¬ 
pointed commiflioners to refide in each Hate, to verify the titles of claim¬ 
ants, to give certificates, pay the intereH; in a word, to tranfadl all bufi- 
nefs relative to this loan under the authority of the fecrctary of the trea¬ 
fury. The holders of certificates of debts due from any of the Hates, who 
were unwilling to fubferibe to the loan, received an intereft of three per 
cent on that paper. 

The plan of transferring the refponfibility for the debts of the feveraP 
Hates to the congrefs was not adopted without long debates.. No op- 
pofition was made to the funding of the foreign debt, nor even that of 
the domeHic debt, but what fhould be admitted into the latter, and the 
manner of redeeming it, occafioned great difputes. Thofe who oppofed 
the f unding of the debts of the feveral Hates argued, that the claims were 
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almoft obfolete ; that neither the intereft, nor any part of the principal, 
had been paid ; that they had fallen to an eighth of their original value ; 
and that in all probability they would continue to fall till they fhould be 
cxtin<5L A large portion of thefe debts had been incurred for neceffaries 
for the troops during the war, at a nominal price greatly above the value 
of the articles, owing to the fcarcity of money in the hands of the con- 
grefs, and the uncertainty of its future power of payment; and another 
confiderable portion accrued from paper given to the military for pay. 
The perfons who originally held both thefe fpecies of paper had fold 
them at a very low rate, fome being compelled to do fo by their own ne- 
cemties, and others having loft all confidence in the paper. The prefent 
holders were fpeculators, who had acquired them for little or nothing 
from thofe who, by their real fervices, were perfons truly entitled to the 
amount of the debts. The oppofers of the plan therefore argued, that 
the difeharge of thofe debts in the hands of the prefent holders of that 
property, would be an injuftice to the contractors and foldiers, to whom 
they were in fad due ; an infult to the diftrefs that compelled them to 
transfer their claims for very interior compenfations, and an open protec¬ 
tion given to public rapacity and jobbing, whofe ill effeCts were uni¬ 
formly acknowledged. 

The propofition of the opponents of the fecretary’s plan was, that 
debts verified by the certificates of congrefs fhould be paid at their origi¬ 
nal nominal value; but that the holders of fuch certificates fhould re¬ 
ceive no more than a portion equivalent to the higheft price they had 
borne in the market from the time of their purchafe of them till the 
acceptance of the prefent conftitution, and that the furplus fhould be 
paid to the original creditors of the ftate. 

T. he parti zans of the fccrctary’s plan appealed to the declarations of the 
old congrefs in the creation of the titles to this fpecies of debt. They 
had been given for claims of the original pofleflors, or perfons whom they 
had reprefented; the prefent holders had incurred the hazard of a ftill 
greater fall in the value of thefe certificates, and even of their annihila¬ 
tion, a danger to which the original poflefTors had preferred a lofs by the 
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fale of them ; the market was open, and the certificates fold on the prin¬ 
ciple of other pofTeffions, and the right of the prefent holders was not 
to be infringed without a public injullice. To thefe reafonings it was 
added, that the difficulties and delays that would attend the plan of the 
other party would render it impradticable. 

The two opinions were fupported with a great deal of moderation; 
but with pertinacity and plaufibility on both fides. Thofe who con¬ 
tended for limiting the payment of the prefent holders of the certificates 
to the higheft price they had borne in their poffeffion, and to pay the fur- 
plus to the original pofiTeffors, argued with moil equity ; for it was known 
that the greatefl bulk of the original pofTeffors, moil of whom were fol- 
diers, had been driven to fell their certificates, either by extreme dillrefs, 
or by the artifices of jobbers to excite alarms for the validity of thofe 
debts; and that the prefent pofTeffors were fpeculators, well informed of 
the intentions of leading men, and the real fiate of things, and w r ho dif- 
burfed only inconfiderable fums for thofe certificates, the lofs of the w r hole 
of which would little affedt their fortunes; and that the greater part of 
thefe were foreigners, who had entered into thefe fpeculations for the 
purpofes of plunder. The partizans of the plan that was adopted had 
reafons of finance on their fide, forming a morality by no means equit¬ 
able, but politic, and abfolutely neceffary to the reftoration of credit, on 
which objedt the congrefs w 7 as immediately employed. And it is to be 
obferved, that the confidence of the holders of certificates in the govern¬ 
ment for fbme liberal funding of the debt w r as fuch, that this paper had 
rifen four hundred per cent, fince the adoption of the new conflitution. 

The refolution to which the congrefs came on the fubjedt fuddenly 
created immenfe fortunes. Speculators bought up the paper from one 
end of the United States to the other. At New York, where the congrefs 
then held its fittings, its price rofe and fell daily, as the fpeakers on one 
fide or the other feemed to gain the advantage. Many members of both 
houfes entered into this traffic. Mr. Hamilton, the author of the plan 
adopted by congrefs, w r as univerfally acquitted of this difhonourable con- 
dudt, and univerfally received the tribute due to his integrity. 
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The plan of the fecretary of the treafury for the adoption of the debts 
of the feveral {bates by the Union, was not finally accepted without fome 
modifications, nor till after it had been once rejected. The partizans 
of this plan argued, that the debts contracted by the feveral hates for 
their particular defence, was, notwithhanding, for the common caufe, 
and was in reality the debt of the Union—that the feveral dates would 
encounter greater difficulties in railing taxes to difeharge their debts than 
tire Union, the levying of various taxes being prohibited them by the 
conllitution ; that fuch taxes as they could levy w T ould only have a par¬ 
tial and inadequate effect, and in one fhite might be in prejudice to the 
means employed by other hates for the fame purpofe, while the Union 
might employ uniform means throughout the whole hates, without 
clalhing of interehs, and with a faving to the particular hates, and with 
more perfect fecurity to the public creditors, who would all by that 
means be placed on an equal footing; that the offices ehablilhed by the 
Union in the feveral hates for the liquidation of the debt of the congrefs, 
might be charged with the liquidations of thefe debts, and a great faving 
made in that heavy but neceffary expence; and, lahly, that this plan 
would tend to confolidate the force of the federal government, by ally¬ 
ing the creditors of the feveral hates to the interehs of the Union. 

Their opponents maintained, that thefe debts were neither known in 
their amount, nor their feveral kinds ; that, previous to any difeuflion on 
the utility of the plan, the nature and value of thefe debts fhould be af- 
certained, and thofe contraded for the defence of the feveral hates diftin- 
guifhed from fuch as were occafioned by a negled of levying the taxes, 
and a report made by the commihioncrs appointed for the purpofe of 
hriking the balances of the fums refpedively due from the Union to the 
feveral hates, and from the hates to the Union; that from thefe balances 
would refult the real debts of the feveral hates, which the Union might 
afterward, if it were found advifeable, confolidate with its own debts, 
which meafure would otherwife be rafh, and without any knowledge ot 
its extent and its operation ; and that to augment the debt of the Union, 
by adding to it thofe of the feveral hates, would deprefs the national ere- 
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ciit, augment the paper in circulation, and cherifh that fpirit of public 
gambling, whofe evil confequences were already perceived and whofe 
dangers were daily increafing. 

The partizans of the plan replied, that the national credit could never 
be firmly eftablifhed without the confolidation of all the debts of the 
country; that all delay in the effecting fuch confolidation would inter¬ 
cept the benefits expelled from the confolidation of the proper debts of 
the congrcfs, in the diminution of the intereft of money, and the raifing 
the value of the funds; and that returns of the balances between the 
feveral flatcs and the Union might be made with the fame promptnefs 
and precifion after fuch confolidation as before. 

The reafonings of this party, as I have faid, prevailed. The debts of 
the feveral flates were calculated at twenty-five millions of dollars, and 
a loan of twenty-one millions five hundred thoufand dollars was autho- 
rifed by the congrefs. 

It is to be obferved, that this financial operation w r as not effedled with¬ 
out a fecret agreement among the deputies of certain flates, relative to 
the interefts of their conftituents. The eaftern flates, comprifing New 
York, were the principal debtors. MafTachufetts alone owed fix millions 
of dollars. In 1787, an infurredlion took place in that ftate, of which 
the levying of taxes was the caufe, or at leaft the pretext; and that Hate 
was not willing again to hazard its tranquillity by the levying new 
taxes, which mull take place if it had its own debt to difeharge. Mafla- 
chufetts was therefore particularly interefted in the adoption of the plan. 
The fouthern flates, on the contrary, were all, with the exception of 
South Carolina, creditors of the Union; but it was a favourite projedl 
w r ith them, to draw the feat of the federal government nearer to them; 
and Virginia w r as more eager in its profecution than the reft, becaufe the 
place defigned for the future feat of the government was on its territories, 
and Virginia was the principal public creditor. On the other hand, the 
eaftern ftates had an intereft in preferring the feat of the government at 
New 7 York ; but this was not fufficient to weigh with the intereft they 
had in the confolidation of the debts of the ftate. Their deputies, there- 
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fore, made a compromife with tliofe of the fouthern Hates, agreeing to 
vote for the feat of the federal government being placed on the Potow- 
mack, on condition of the others voting for the confolidation of the 
debts. The Hate of Pennfylvania, although among the debtors, was not 
embarraffed with its debt, having fuflicient means of its extinction; but 
a promife was made to its deputies, that the provincial feat of the go¬ 
vernment fliould be at Philadelphia for ten years, and they were not 
without hopes of preferving it for a longer term, and therefore acceded 
to the fecret treaty. Thus the plan of confolidation palled. 

It was provided, at the fame time, that the fums that appeared to be 
owing by the feveral ftates fliould be taken as fuch by the Union, without 
previous examination, and fliould be placed to the credit of fuch Hates in 
their accounts with the Union ; and that the balance which fhould ap¬ 
pear, by the final accounts of the commiffioners, due to any of the Hates, 
fhould be funded in their favour by the Union, which was to remain 
creditor of fuch Hates as by the final account appeared to be debtors. 

The return of the commiffioners, as we have already feen, makes the 
balances due to certain Hates, namely, New Hampfliire, Maffachufetts, 
Rhode-lfland, Connecticut, New Jerfey, South Carolina, and Georgia, 
amount to three millions five hundred and feventeen-thoufand five hun¬ 
dred and eighty-four dollars; and thofe due from the other Hates, namely, 
New York, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and North Ca¬ 
rolina, to the fame fum. 

Mr. Gallatin, in a work of great reputation on the finances of the 
United States, which he publifhed in 1796, fpeaks in the following man¬ 
ner of thismeafure. “ The Hates, whofe debts amounted to the greatef 
fums, were, by the operation of this plan, found to be the moH confider- 
able creditors of the Union. And experience has fliewn, that this great 
addition of debt with which the Union has charged itfelf, far from giving 
ffrength to the federal government, has occafioned more difeontents than 
any other meafure ; not only by the impofition of new taxes to pay the 
debts, but Hill more by an apprehenfion, that perfons in pow r er will feek 
rather to augment and perpetuate the debt of the Union than to extin- 
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guifh or diminiffi it; and from a general belief, that the fpeculations and 
interefts of individuals had more influence in the adoption of the plan 
than any other confideration. And although it may leem indifferent,, 
whether the fums neceffary to difcharge thefe debts be levied on the 
people by the federal government or by the feveral ftates, yet the diffi¬ 
culty the federal government finds in augmenting its revenues by the ex- 
cife, licenfes, &c.—the rapid progrefs which individual ftates have made 
for the extinction of their refpedtive debts, and the fituation of the ftates 
whofe debts were not adopted by the Union, becaufe they were on the 
final account its debtors, are fufficient proofs, that a great part of the ad¬ 
ditional debt which now refts on the Union would at this day have been 
extinguifhed by the refources of the feveral ftates, if it had not been- 
confolidated with that of the Union.” 

This writer adds—“ That, had the confolidation of the debts of the 
feveral ftates with thofe of the Union been poftponed till the final fettle- 
ment of accounts by the commiffioners, the debt of the federal govern¬ 
ment would have amounted to no more than eleven millions fix hun¬ 
dred arid nine thoufand two hundred and fifty-nine dollars, inftead of 
twenty-two millions four hundred and ninety-two thoufand eight hun¬ 
dred and eighty-five dollars, which were acknowledged and funded by 
the Union ; and that therefore the congrcfs, by its precipitation, created, 
an unneceffary debt of ten millions eight hundred and eighty-three 
thoufand fix hundred and twenty-fix dollars.” 

The law that confolidates thefe different fpecies of debts, pledges the 
public faith for the eftabliffiment of funds for the payment of interefts 
granted on loans; and it lets apart lands belonging to the Union, in the 
territories of the weft, to be fold, to create a finking fund for the ex¬ 
tinction of the national debt. 

A fum of a hundred and ninety-eight thoufand dollars was due to fo¬ 
reign officers, who ferved in the American army during the war ; and it 
was deftined to be paid out of the loans made in Europe, and has been 
faithfully difeharged as far as claims have been made, which have amount¬ 
ed to a hundred and twenty-three thoufand dollars. 


Since 
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Since the year 1790, the congrefs has erected an office for the reduc¬ 
tion of the national debt, compofed of the prefident of the fenate, the 
chief-juftice, the fecretary of Hate, the fecretary of the treafury, and the 
attorney-general of the Union. It authorifed four different loans for the 
reduction of the debt, by the redemption of feveral funds; and, in 1796, 
authorifed the commiffioners of the finking fund further to borrow five 
millions of dollars, to pay certain fums and their interefts, which the go¬ 
vernment were engaged to difeharge that year. The bank of the United 
States was authorifed, by the fame law, to furnifh this loan, or fubferibe 
to it in part. The funds already in exiftence were received as fubferip- 
tions to the loan ; the commiffioners had a power to fell at their difere- 
tion, the feveral forts of funds (three per cents, fix per cents, or deferred 
Jiock ) which they had in their hands, to difeharge the whole, or part of 
the fums and interefts that the loan was meant to extinguifh, provided 
that they did not fell more than one half of fuch funds at a price below 
par; they were alfo authorifed to fell the fliares of the bank which be¬ 
longed to the Union. The new debt thus created by this loan, the re¬ 
ceipts for which bore an intereft of fix per cent, was not to be redeemed 
till the commencement of the year 1810 . 

The congrefs had incorporated the bank of the United States; and 
that bank had afterwards advanced to the Union two millions of dollars, 
to which amount the Union had fubferibed in the formation of its ca¬ 
pital, and thefe two millions were to be repaid in ten years, by equal pay¬ 
ments. The congrefs afterwards authorifed that bank to advance the 
Union three millions more; and again, five millions, in 1796, as I have 
before obferved ; and declared the revenues of the ftate to be fubjedt to 
the payment of the intereft of thefe loans, in the fame manner as to the 
other expences of the government; and deftined all furplus of the re¬ 
venues to be a fund for the repayment of fuch loans. 

The debt of the United States, in ] 790, amounted to feventy-two 
millions fix hundred and thirteen thoufand two hundred and fifty-iour 
dollars; and in 1790, to feventy-eight millions fix hundred and ninety- 
feven thoufand four hundred and ten dollars. It has therefore increafed 

by 
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by the Turn of fix millions eighty-four thoufand one hundred and fifty-fix 
dollars, although the office for the reduction of the national debt had ex- 
tinguifhed two millions three hundred and feven thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty-one dollars, and although the United States have in that period 
enjoyed a profound peace, and have been favoured with circumftances 
which ufually enable a ftate to reftore order in its finances. 

A greater economy in the public expenditure, the fale of immenfe 
quantities of lands belonging to the Union in the territories of the weft 
which is practicable, and a prudent increafe of impofts, are means that a 
wife adminiftration would employ with effeCl to the fpeedy extinction 
of the national debt if war or fome great internal convulfion did not 
arreft their progrefs. The national debt, according to engagements 
made with the public creditors, and plans prefented to the congrefs and 
adopted by it, is to be entirely extinguifhed in 1823 . 

The office for the reduction of the public debt had, in its creation, 
like all fuch meafures, the objeCt of raifing the public credit, by a prof- 
peCt ot the extinction of the debt. It was defigned to be ftrengthened 
by the eftablifhment of the bank of the United States, which made part 
of the general fyftem of finance propofed by the fecretary of the treafury. 
1 nis bank was incorporated in 17Q1, with a capital of ten millions of 
dollars, two millions of which were fubferibed by the United States, 
who were not, however, (impelled to make good the fubfeription at the 
period impofed on the other fubferibers. The remaining eight millions 
were furnifhed by the fubfeription of individuals; one-fourth part of 
which was payable in fpecie, and the other in certificates of debt. The 
commiffioners for the reduction ot the national debt employed a million 
of dollars in the extinction of this paper. Thus certificates of debt 
amounting to feven millions of dollars difappeared in the firft year. The 
price of the remainder was naturally increafed; but the artifices of fpe- 
culat rs-carried them to a price which they could not long maintain. 

The following are the principal articles in the conftitution of the bank 
of the United States. 


lft 
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l ft. The incorporation of the fubfcribcrs, with certain privileges, till 
the year 1811 . 

2 d. The power of extending their capital to ten millions of dollars. 

3 d. The power of holding pofieffions to the amount of fifteen millions 
of dollars, in perfonal or real eflates, including their original capital. 

-ith. Of cftablilhing, within the United States, fuch affifiant banks as 
the directors lhall judge expedient. 

5 th. The formation of an adminiftration for the bank, confifting of a 
prefident, twenty-five directors, and a cafliier. 

Oth. A prohibition to carry on any bufinefs but that properly belong¬ 
ing to the bank, to purchafe any part of the national debt, to take more 
than fix per cent for their loans and difeounts—but with the privilege of 
felling the original ffiares of the bank. 

;th. A prohibition to contrad, by loans, difeounts, or the emiflionof 
paper, a debt more than double the fum exifting in the cofters of the 
bank. 

8 th. A prohibition to lend, without an exprefs law of the United 
States, more than a hundred thoufand dollars to the federal government, 
or more than fifty thoufand to any one of the dates, or to any foreign 
prince or power. 

Qth. An obligation to lay before the fecretary of the treafury a ftate- 
ment of the adual fituation of the bank, whenever he lhould demand 
fuch ftatement, with a power given to that officer to check fuch ac¬ 
counts with the books of the bank. 

] oth. A provifion to make the notes of the bank legal payment, in all 
the offices of the United States. 

11 th. The pledge of the public faith, to edablifh no other bank in the 
United States, during the term of the charter granted to this bank. 

Without entering into an examination of the nature ot the fecurity ol 

fhares in a bank, whofe original capital ffiould be formed like that of the 

bank of the United States, and which, placed immediately under the in 

fluence of government, might, in times ot neceffity, be compelled, b) a 

law 



BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCliEFOUCAUET UANCQUH.T. 501 

law pi'. congrefs, to furnifli the loans that eircumftances rendered nc- 
ceflary, I lhall only obferve the danger to which it expofes the finances 
pf the Union, by the facility of the government to obtain large loans by 
a law of congrefs, and by the power veiled in the bank of lending a hun-* 
dred thoufand dollars to the government, even without any new fan6tion 
of the congrefs. The prefent flate of the national debt is attributed to 
this circumftance; without which, it is probable, the loans would not 
have been fo multiplied, and a greater economy would have been prac- 
tifed in the expenditure of the government. The congrefs, perceiving 
the public expenditure exceed the public revenues, would have endea¬ 
voured to balance them by taxes which they only poftponed, and which 
at prefent they are obliged to levy in a degree that would not have been 
neceffary had they been earlier convinced of the evils of loans—taxes 
which, however heavy, cannot even at prefent fuperfede the neceffity 
of new loans for the redemption of former ones provided to be redeemed 
at fixed periods ; as, for example, thofe of the bank, and thofe for which 
the government was obliged to grant an enormous interefl. 

It is not certainly without great hefitation that I hazard my opinion 
in matters of finance, refpedting which my information is by no means 
extenfive : and the more fo, as that opinion is in oppofition to many per¬ 
form who are efteemed able financiers. I fliall at prefent confine myfelf 
to the obferving, that, although I am perfuaded of the real and important 
utility of banks, when their affairs arc adminiftered with prudence and 
equity, in aiding the efforts of commerce, induftry, and agriculture, and 
adding by the credit to the wealth of a flate, and confequently to its 
caufes of profperity ; and although I even acknowledge that thefe ad¬ 
vantages have been derived from banks by the United States, yet the mil¬ 
ch iefs of the fyftcm on which banks are conducted appear to me greatly 
to exceed their benefits. The facility with which abufes creep into thefe 
cflablifhments is fo great, and thefe abufes are fo powerfully protected 
and encouraged, both by the neceffities of governments and the rapacity 
of individuals, that it is almofl impoflible for the mofl upright of the 
perfons concerned in their management to exclude fuch abufes. Their 
Vol. II. A B evils 
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evils are the greater in a country where banks are numerous, fpecie fcarce, 
and the defire of accumulation the common defire of the inhabitants, 
Inftead of creating a currency double the amount of their real capital,, 
banks create one ten times, and even twenty times greater; andtheillu- 
fion which fucceeds the firlf moments of commercial profperity, that in 
a time of peace fprings from the facility of extending individual capitals, 
is nothing more than a means of augmenting and precipitating the real 
calamities which mud follow. The ruin of individuals, and even that 
of ftates, muft fooner or later be the confequence; inafmuch as eco¬ 
nomy, and fedate views of the nature of enterprifes, are no longer things 
that can be attended to. The prefent fyftem of banking is upheld by an 
opinion, that a {fate, far from being impoverilhed by its debts, has in 
that medium a new caufe of profperity, refulting from a new adfivity 
given to circulation, and an opportunity given to individuals to turn to 
profit the gradual favings of the fmallelt revenues. This theory is no 
better, I think, than an abule of ingenuity^, employed in the aid of a def- 
perate {fate .of finance. It tends to augment, without bounds, that mafs 
of debt fo fingularly metamorphofed, in the eyes of the vulgar, to the 
neceffary aliment of public credit and profperity. The mod ordinary un- 
derlfanding is fufiicient to difeover, that there muff at leaft be a point 
beyond which the debts of a {fate ought not to extend ;—and, where is 
the government who will thus confine itfelf when it can, almoft fecretly, 
and altogether without the murmurs of the people, increafe the means 
of its expenditure ? Where is the government that, intoxicated with tins 
fyftem of indefinitelyfincreafing its debt,, is not daily haftening the nation 
it directs to inevitable ruin ? The period of reckoning muft atlaft arrive, 
when the people will not and cannot pay taxes which are neither em¬ 
ployed in the defence nor any other fervice of the nation, but are raided 
merely to pay interefts of loans, which economy in the finances would 
have rendered unneceflary ; and when, things have attained this crifis, the 
epoch is arrived which is the mod dangerous to the tranquillity of the 
nation, the ftability of its government, and the happinefs of individuals. 

The bank of the United States, being by its charter empowered to 

eftablilh 
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etlablifh afliftant banks, in fuch parts of the United States as it Ihould 
deem expedient, has already eftablifhed four—one at New York, one at 
Bofton, one at Baltimore, and one at Charlefton ; but the capitals of thefe 
banks, known in America by the name of branch-banks, are not exclu- 
five of its capital of ten millions of dollars. The following is a ftatc- 
ment of the affairs of the bank of the United States, on the 3 iff Decem¬ 
ber ] 796. 


Debtor. 

Dollars. 

Creditor. 

Dollars. 

Capital 

10,000,000 

In the fix per cents 

3,524,3311 

Dutch loan 

750,000 

Difcounted bills 

2,080,641 

Sums belonging to the 


Due from the govern¬ 


government of the 


ment of the United 


United States* 

4 31,242 

States 

4,000,000 

Sums belonging to in¬ 


Specie 

521,415 

dividuals 

873,238 



Bank notes in circula¬ 




tion 

795..901 



Poft notes ^ 

007,600 



Balance of 1 79O 
Intereft on loans made 

232,873 

■ j DixJ lv - 'is J Jv Ca. 

' • . ! '* 

' i 4. 

to the government 
Profitsreferved in hand. 

210,077 

' [a .f\ ^ ) f. 

J - - • .1 

after payment of the 
dividends 

132,848 




The capitals of the feveral branch-banks, furnifhed by the bank of the 
United States, are as follow: 

New York - 1,200,000 dollars. Baltimore - 400,000 dollars. 

Bofton - 700,000 Charlefton 500,000 

The particular accounts of the branch-banks make part of the gene¬ 
ral kefcount of the bank of the United States. This bank eredted a new 
building in 1797, in which it has tranfadted bufinefs fince the lft of 

* Government keeps its cafh in the bank of the United States, 
t Bills drawn on the branch-banks. 


4 B 2 


July 
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July of the fame year: the ground on which it {lands cod fourteen thou* 
fand dollars; and the coft of the building will exceed a hundred thou- 
fand. The dividends of this bank are eight per cent; and its {hares 
bear a premium from fifteen to eighteen per cent. The following is a 

fra tern cut of the prefent price of the public funds. 


Three per cents 

- 

50 

Six per cents 

- 

82 

Deferred flock 

- 

65 


The public engagements are difeharged in the United States with the 
greateft punctuality ; and the loan granted by France was repaid before 
the period of its being due, at the defire of the French government. 

The prefent revenues of the United States confifl of the following ar¬ 
ticles :—lft. Duties on tonnage, and on the importation of foreign ar¬ 
ticles. 2 d. Duties on fpirituous liquors diftilled in the United States; 
on the manufacture of tobacco; on refining cf fugar; on public fales; 
on the retailing of wine, and foreign fpirituous liquors; and on carriages. 
3 d. A profit on the poflage of letters. And 4th, Dividends ot {hares be¬ 
longing to the government in the bank of the United States. 

The duties on tonnage are about three pence halfpenny per ton on 
American veflels, and half a dollar per ton on foreign veflels. 

The following is a table of the tonnage employed in the different ports 
of the United States, during the laft feven years. 


American Tonnage. 

In 1 790, Tons. 

Coafting veflels - 113,181 

Veflels employed in the 

filheries - - 26,522 

Veflels employed in fo¬ 
reign trade - 362,823 

502,526 


Foreign 

Tonnage .. 

Tons. 

Englifh 

- 

228,631 

French 

- 

13,435 

Dutch 

- 

8,815 

1 

Spanilh 

Danifh, Pruflian, Ham- 

8,551 

burg, &c. 


5,131 

264,563 


Total of American and foreign tonnage for the year, 767^089. 

In 
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American Tonnage . Foreign Tonnage. 


In 1791 , 

t 

Tons. 


Tons. 

Coafting veflels 


100,494 

Englifh 

210,618 

Veflels employed 

in the 


French 

— 8,988 

fifheries 

- 

32,542 

Other nations 

18,860 

Veflels employed 

in fo- 


■ : - - 

- ■ ' m ' ‘ 

reign trade - 

- 

303,854 

* -V i- 

238,466 



502,890 




Total for the 

year, 741,356. 

! r;: nl 

In 1792, 





Coafting veflels 

w* 

■ 

120,997 

Englifh 

206,065 

Veflels employed 

in the 


French 

24,343 

fifheries 

- 

32,062 

Other nations, 

13,870 

Veflels employed 

»-* * 
P 

O' 

1 




reign trade 

m*. 

414,629 


244,278 



567,088 




Total for the 

year, 811 , 966 . 


In 1793, 




6 (0 ; c’ jv 

Coafting veflels 

Oft . 

141,639 

Englifh 

100,180 

Veflels employed 

in the 


French 

45,287 

fifheries 

C t) ' > . v-/ 

38,177 

Other nations 

17,759 

Veflels employed 

in fo- 

. iO Cj ‘A i l . 

f <, r • » 


reign,trade - 

** 

438,864 


103,226 

' < ' 

- 

618,680 




Total for the year, 781,906. 

* L ' \ ■ « 

1 . :. :0q tW)_r f-fc rol hsfoT 

Americanv> 
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American Tonnage. 


In 1 794 , 


Tons. 

Goatling vefTels 

- 

192,680 

Veflels employed 

in the 


fitheries 

- 

27,260 

Veflels employed 

in fb- 


reign trade - 


527,194 

747,140 


Total for the y< 


Foreign Tonnage. 




Tons. 

Englifh 

«. 

37,058 

French - 


11,249 

Other nations 

- 

34,607 



82,974 


', €30,114. 


In 1705, 

Coatting veflels - 171,918 

Veflels employed in the 

fitheries - - 34,102 

Veflels employed irf fo¬ 
reign trade - - 580,277 


Englifh 
French 
Other nations 


I could not pro¬ 
cure an exaft 
ftatcment of the 
amount of each. 


02,000 

Hi .00•• r u f ■;? re:',V 


€v 786,297 


Total for the year, 848,297. 

V,: ' .Tfl.l 


In 1796 , 

.0:49.1 18 

... f,. , *T A 

Goatling veflels 

200,372 

Englifh 

Veflels employed 

in the 

French 

fitheries 

38,920 

Danith 

Veiteis employed 
‘ reign trade - 

in fo- 

Swedith 

r\ ; i ■ , - 

Anfeatic Cities 

- . 675 , 04 b 

" ; 1: 

; 

Ports of Italy 


913,338 

Spain 

Portuguese - 


Dutch 



19,669 

2,055 
] 0,430 
5,560 

4,987 
758 
2,44 9 
037 
301 



47,840 


Total for the year, 962,184. 


The 
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The quantity of tonnage in the preceding tabie is, with refpeCl to 
American veffels, the quantity that failed from the feveral ports; and, 
with refpeCl to foreign veffels, that which entered the feveral ports; 
therefore, as moft of the veffels would return, we may take the total 
quantity of tonnage at nearly double the quantity named in the table. 

The duties on foreign articles imported into the United States vary 
according to the nature of the articles, from five to fifty-five per cent. 
Some are paid in proportion to the computed value of the articles; and 
others by the quantity. Foreign articles, imported in foreign veffels, are 
fubjeCl, fince the month of July 1792 , to ten per cent more than when 
imported in American veffels. The amount of thefe duties is always 
added to the duty on tonnage in the returns made by the fecretary of 
the treafury. The amount of thefe confolidated duties, from the 1 ft of 
Auguft 1789 , to the end of 179 ], was fix millions three hundred and 
thirty-four thoufand two hundred and fixty-three dollars. In 1792 , they 
yielded four millions feven hundred and thirty-one thoufand and thirty- 
two dollars. In 1793 , fix millions one hundred and fixty-two thoufand 
five hundred and fixty-four dollars. In 1 794 , fix millions feven hundred 
and twenty-five thoufand nine hundred and fifty-five dollars. In 1795 , 
feven millions nine hundred and fifty-nine thoufand four hundred and 
nine dollars ; and in ] 79 O, fix millions five hundred and fixty-feven thou¬ 
fand nine hundred and eighty-feven dollars. 

Thefe fums are the net amount of thefe duties after the following de¬ 
ductions—firft, drawbacks on foreign goods re-exported of the whole 
duty, except one per cent. Second, drawbacks on fpirituous liquors dif- 
tilled, fugars refined, and tobacco manufactured in the Hates, when thefe 
articles are exported to. foreign countries, J hird, bounties given to the 
fiflicries, which vary from a dollar and a half to two dollars and a, half 
per ton, according to the fize of the veffel employed in therm There 
is alfo .a bounty on every barrel of fifli falted or fmoked, of about four 
pence halfpenny. Fourth, the expence of collection of the duties, which 
amounts to 

Fines for 


about five per cent. 

Smuggling foreign articles into the ftates, or attempts to de¬ 


fraud 
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fraud the revenue, are alfo thrown into the. mafs ot thefe receipts. But 
finuegltiig is far from confidcrable in the United States, the duties in ge¬ 
neral bein^ moderate. It is however to be obferved, that the produce of 
the duties on tea is decreafed nearly half within the two laft years, al¬ 
though the ule of tea is far from being diminilhed. The hnugglmg of 
this article, for it muft be acknowledged to be fuch, is attributed to the 
increafe of the tax, which is from eighteen to thirty per cent tor teas 
coming from China, and higher ft® for thofe imported from Europe; 
and alfo to the facility of fecrctly landing that article. 

There are a few fmall veifels belonging to the United States whofc 
employment it is to prevent vcfTcls, coming from foreign countries, un¬ 
loading in places where there is no cuftom-houfe. 

The various expences of the revenue are paid by the collectors of each 
diftrid, and deduced from the general account of their receipts. 

The duties on fome articles of importation were augmented m the la 

feffion, which ended in the month of March 1/^7- The duties on fpi- 
rituous liquors diftilled in the United States, were firft impofed m 1794. 
At that time they were fix pence halfpenny per gallon on fpmtuous li¬ 
quors made from molaffes, and five pence per gallon on thofe made rom 
fruit or grain, the production of the country. In 1 7Q4 they were re 
duced to fix pence per gallon on the former, and four pence on the lat¬ 
ter ; but this reduction was only on liquors of inferior quality, the du 
on thofe of the firft quality being raifed to fifteen pence per gallon when 
made from molaffes, and ten pence halfpenny when made from production, 
of the country. This tax, especially that part of it impofed on fpmtuous 
liquors diftilled from home produce, has always been very unpopular. 
The law gave the option to the diftillcr to pay either the precife duty for 
each gallon, or a compofition of two fhillings and eight pence per R 
num for every gallon the ftills employed could contain. The dif 1 
generally preferred the firft mode, becaufe they were uncertain of 
pying their ftills the whole year, and becaufe there was greatei °PP° r 
nity to elude the payment of the duties in that mode, the diftiderie 
ing fcattered at great diftances throughout the ftates, and not \ety^ 




BY THE DUKE DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT. 


5f)Q 


lantly watched by the officers of the excife. The public opinion being 
averfe to this tax, it never was univerfally collected. Many parts of fome 
of the ftates, and even entire flates, have refufed to this day to fubmit to 
this tax. Congrefs therefore, in the laft feflion, thought proper to de- 
pri\e the diftiller of the option the law formerly gave him as to the 
mode of paying the tax, and enjoined every diftiller to pay a compofition 
in proportion to the fize of his ftills. The diftiller is, however, permitted 
to make the compofition only for two weeks, or for any term between 
that and fix months; the compofition for two weeks is three pence half¬ 
penny per gallon, for fix months two fhillings and one penny halfpenny 
per gallon, and the compofitions between thefe two terms are in the fame 
proportion, giving the advantage to thofe who fubferibe for the longer 
term. By this regulation the number of excifemen is diminifhed, the 
receipt is more productive, and the inquifition attached to that fpecics of 
tax is narrowed as much as poffible. The tax is, notwithstanding, a 
burthen on the agriculture and induftry of the country, and upon a branch 
■of its induftry calculated to diminifh the employment of foreign induftry 
and the confumption of foreign produce. 

The diftilleries that make fpirituous liquors from molafles being chiefly 
in fea ports, and but few in number, it is not eafy to dude the duty. 
Mr. Gallatin, in his examination of the receipts and cxpences of col¬ 
lection of the various taxes of the United States, calculates the expence 
of collection on fpirituous liquors diftillcd from the produce of the coun¬ 
try to amount to nearly thirty-four per cent, while thofe on fpirituous li¬ 
quors diftillcd from molafles, known in America by the name of conti¬ 
nental rum, amount only to fourteen and a half per cent. 

The quantity of molafles imported into the United States for diftiila- 
tion amounted, in the years ] 790 and 1791 , on an average of the two 
years, to fix millions fix hundred and fixty thoufand gallons per annum. 

In 1796 , it amounted only to three millions fix hundred and ninety-fix 
thoufand nine hundred and fix gallons. 


The joint net produce of the duties on thefe two forts of fpirituous li- 
<]uors^ in the laft fix months of 17 Q 1 , was one hundred and fixty-four 
^ OL ' C thoufand 
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thoufand five hundred and ninety-feven dollars; in 1792 , four hundred 
and forty-fix thoufand four hundred and eighty-three dollars; in 1793 , 
five hundred and thirty-nine thoufand nine hundred and feventy-five 
dollars; in 1794, three hundred fifty-three thoufand two hundred and 
twenty-five dollarsin 1 795 , one hundred and ninety-nine thoufand dol¬ 
lars ; and 1796, two hundred and thirty-eight thoufand dollars. 

It is neccffary to obferve here, that the importation of foreign fpiri- 
tuous liquors confiderahly encreafed from the year 1 790 to the year 
17y5. In 1 790, it amounted to three millions fix hundred l'eventy-eight 
thoufand one hundred and ninety-nine gallons; and in 1794 , to five 
millions fix hundred and ninety-nine thoufand three hundred and fixtj- 

nine gallons. . , • V 

The importation of wine, exclufivc of Madeira, in 179 * 5 ; amounted to 

fix hundred feven thoufand feven hundred and fixty-one gallons; and m 
1795, to four millions three hundred and thirty-fix thoufand and feventy- 
fix gallons. The importation of ale and porter in 1790 , amounted to fe- 
venty thoufand five hundred and fixty-four gallons; and in 1 794 , to three 
hundred and thirty-one thoufand three hundred and fifty-eight gallons. 

The great increafe in thefe importations is in part to be aferibed to the 
prefent war, which has increafed the commerce of the United States-; 
but if we confider that a fmall portion of thefe articles is re-exporte 
from America, part of the encreafe will be aferibed to other caufes— one 
. of which is, a great decreafe in the importation of molafles; the quan¬ 
tity imported in 1795 being no more than half the importation of tiat 
article in 1790, and the fpirituous liquors diftilled from molafles in tu 
United States was reduced from two millions to one million of g a ° ns > 
between the year 1790 and the year 1795—another caufc is the rile m 
the price of grain, which has been fo great, that the diftilleries 11 
that article have been fcarcely able to maintain their ground, 
lowing table will put this matter out of queftion. 


Dufies 
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Duties paid for the Importation of Wines, fpiritnoiis Liquors, and malt Li¬ 
quors, into the United States, during the Years 1 79 3, 17 . 94 , and ] 795 ; 
and the Drawbacks for the Re-exportation of the fame Articles, during 
the fame Period . 


Years— 1793 . 


1794. 


1 795 . 


Madeira wines 
Other wines 
Spirituous liquors 
Ale, porter, 8 cc. 


Duties. 

121,752 
243,910 
1,034,5(34 
22,572 


Drawbacks. 

4,692 

4,235 

31,320 


Duties. 

166,623 

233,460 

1,618,364 

25,961 


Drawbacks, 

14,258 
4,012 
38,117 

165 


Duties. 

106,842 

464,893 

1,492,492 

29,375 


Drawbacks. 

5,052 

11,433 

59,181 

288 


The drawbacks for the exportation of fpirituous liquors diftilled in the 
ftates, are a halfpenny per gallon for thofe made from the produce of the 
country; and two pence per gallon for thofe made from molaffes, 
which difference is a compenfation for the duties paid on the importa¬ 
tion of molaffes into the ffates. 

The law that impofes thefe taxes was paffed in March 1791 ; and 
their produce is appropriated to the payment of the interefts and capital 
of loans made and to be made for the extinction of the national debt ; 
and it is provided, that thefe taxes fhall be continued to be levied till that 
event takes place. 

The duties on the importation of molaffes was increafed one halfpenny 
per gallon in the feffion before laft; and the drawback for the exporta¬ 
tion of continental rum increafed in the fame proportion. 

The mode of collecting the duties on manufactured tobacco has under¬ 
gone feveral alterations fince its eftablifhment, which was in 1794 . At firfl 
the duty was laid on the article at the rate of four pence halfpenny per 
pound, but the fmallnefs of the receipts being attributed to frauds from 
the difficulty of knowing the quantity manufactured, the congrefs laid 
tne tax on the mills, it being varied from one hundred and forty to two 
hundred and forty dollars, according to the fize and kind of mill; and 
the produce of this tax amounts now to more than three times the former 
receipts. The drawback, however, of three pence halfpenny per pound on 
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the exportation of that article having exceeded the produce of the tax, it 
was plain there was immenfe fraud in thefe exports; and the legiflature 
entirely fufpended that tax for one year, in the feflion of l/()6. In the 
laid feffion but one they re-cftablithcd the tax; but its produce, which 
ihould it even continue to exift, will never be confiderable, cannot at 
prefent be placed on the fide of the receipts of the revenue. 

The law which laid a duty on the refining of fugars in the United 
States, pafled in the beginning of 1704 ; but the duty did not take place 
till the lft of OCtober in the fame year. It is one penny per pound on 
the fugar, when it is refined; and a drawback is allowed ol two pence 
halfpenny per pound when it is exported, the additional one penny halt- 
penny being the amount of the duty impofed on raw fugars. The tame 
law, with a view to encourage this branch ot American commerce, im- 
pofes a duty of two pence per pound on foreign refined fugars imported 
into the {fates, and no drawback is allowed on the re-exportation ot fucli 
fugars. An addition of a farthing per pound has been lately laid on the 
importation of raw fugaTS, and an additional halfpenny per pound al¬ 
lowed for the exportation of raw fugars refined in the dates. In l/9h 
this duty produced thirty-one thoufand nine hundred and fifteen dollars; 
and in 1 7 Q 0 , thirty-eight thoufand dollars—the expences ot collodion, 

. which amount to five per cent, being deducted. 

The law impofing a duty on public tales alfo pafled in 1 794. This 
duty varies from a quarter of a dollar to halt a dollar on ethefts fold to 
the amount of a hundred dollars; in 1/05 it produced thirty thoufand 
four hundred and fifteen dollars; and in 1 / 06 , thirty-three thoufand fix 
hundred and forty-five dollars—the expences of collection, which amount 
to two and a half per cent, being deducted. Not withfiand ing the pro- 
vifions made by the law for the payment of this duty, the integrity ol 
the auctioneers, who arc obliged to take out a licence, is its only g ua * 
rantee. 

The tax on retailers of wine and fpirituous liquors was alfo impofed by 
a law of 1 704 ; it is five dollars per annum for every 7 retailer ot vine m 
lefs quantities than thirty gallons, and of fpirituous liquors in lets quanta- 
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tics than twenty gallons. Public houfes are exempt from this tax. In 
1795 it produced fifty-three thoufand five hundred and forty-feven dol- 
ars; and in 179 O, more than fifty-eight thoufand dollars—independent 
of the expenccs of collection, which arc two and a half per cent. 

The duty on carriages was alfo firfl impofed in the fame year; it is 
from two to fifteen dollars per annum on each carriage, according to its 
kind ; in 1 705 it produced forty-one thoufand four hundred and twenty- 
one dollars ; and in 17 Q 0 , fifty-three thoufand tw r o hundred dollars. The 
expences of collection amount to five per cent. 

In 1796 a caufe was determined in the fupreme court of the United 
States, on a queftion arifing out of this tax. The conflitution fays— that no 
capitation tax, nor dire£1 tax, ftall he impofed hy congrefs, except fuch as may 
be impofed on the different fates in proportion to their federal number. A per- 
fon refiding in Maryland refufed to pay the tax on carriages, on the ground 
that it was a dlreSl tax, bceaufe it was levied direCtly on the article in the 
poffeflion of the confumer ; whereas to be indireCl, it ought to be laid on 
the perfons dealing in that article. The counfel for the perfon appealing 
from the tax were Mr. Ingolson, attorney-general of the Hate of Pcnn- 
fvlvania, and Mr. Campbell, abarrifler of Virginia ; and the counfel for 
the government w'erc, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Lee, attorney-general 
of the United States. The latter gentlemen maintained, that the tax w 7 as 
indireCl, inafmuch as it was levied upon an article of the appellant’s ex¬ 
penditure, and not on his revenue. 

The term direct, ufed as it is in the paffage of the conflitution above 
cited, is fo vague, and the writers on this fubjcCt have given the term 
fuch oppofite interpretations, that the arguments on both fides were al¬ 
lowed to be of equal force. The fupreme court, being empowered by the 
conflitution to determine upon principles of equity as well as law, in all 
cafes refulting from different conflru&ions of the conflitution. or the 
laws, gave judgment in favour of the tax, declaring the tax on carriages 
to be an indireCl tax; and it was certainly reafonable, in the great doubt 
the judges mufl feel on this nice quellion, they fliould be determined by 
. the 
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the ncceflity of making this branch of the revenue productive, efpecially 
as the tax aftedts only an article ot luxury. 

The five laft of thefe taxes were impofed by laws that palled nearly at 
•the fame period, and are to-ceafe in Auguft 1801. 

It is faid that the taxes on public fales, and on retailers of wine and 
Spirituous liquors, would be dilplaced with advantage to the country by 
a final 1 mcreafe of the duties on importation, and on wine, and on the 
diftilleries. It is maintained that the receipt would be greater, would be 
without additional coft, would be lefs vexatious, and would, notwith¬ 
standing, affeCt the perfons who pay the two taxes objeCted to. 

Thefe five taxes are known by the name of the Jive new taxes, and are 
placed under the fame heads in the returns of the fecretary of the trea- 
fury. 

The poft office is in the hands of the government, and its profits form 
a branch of the revenue. It was in 1 794 the laSt law was pafled relative 
to the administration of this department. From the lSl of O&ober, 
178 Q, to the 30th of June, 1791 , the revenue produced by the poft office 
amounted to four thoufand one hundred and eighty-two dollars, from the 
3 fit of July 1791 to the 3lft of December 1792 , to fixtecn thoufand four 
hundred and one dollars ; for the whole of the year 179 ^, to twenty-nine 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty-two dollars; for 1794, to thirty- 
three thoufand feven hundred and twenty-eight dollars; for 1795, to 
thirty-eight thoufand feven hundred and fifty-five dollars; and for 1796 , 
to feventy-two thoufand nine hundred and nine dollars. This branch of 
the revenue is Still increafing; but the government, prudently extending 
the benefits of the poft to places at prefent very little inhabited, the receipt 
in fuch places does not even pay the expcnces of conveying the letters to 
and from them. 

Letters are carried here, as in England, in coaches or diligences, which 
are at the fame time public carriages; fo that the government pays lefs 
for the conveyance of the letters. In roads where Stage- coaches are not 
eSiablifhed, the letters are conveyed on horfeback. 


The 
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The price of letters is three pence halfpenny for a diffcmee of thirty 
miles, and one and three pence for a diflance of four hundred and fifty 
miles. Double letters, and covers enclofing more than one letter, pay at 
the fame rate tor every letter. Packets weighing one ounce pay the price 
ot four letters. Letters coming from abroad, and put into the port of¬ 
fice at the port where the vetfel lands, pay two pence over and above the 
poftage, if fent to any other part of the United States. 

The number of fhares ot the bank of the United States belonging to 
the federal government was five thoufand, whofe dividends produced a . 
hundred and fixty thoufand dollars half yearly. Two thoufand two hun¬ 
dred and forty were fold during the laft fix months of 1796 , towards the 
difeharge of loans, w’hofc period of repayment veas arrived. The return 
of the fecrctary of the treafury makes the amount of the dividends for 
the laft half year of 1796 , forty-five thoufand dollars. 

Patents granted by the government for new inventions, and privileges 
to authors for an exclufive right on their works, alfo produce a revenue to <• 
the United States, but the amount has never exceeded fixteen hundred* 
dollars, and in 1796 was no more than twelve hundred and fixty. 

The return of the fecretary of the treafury alfo contains the receipts, 
from the mint, of the coin of the United States; but the expences of 
that eftablifhment are placed on the other fide, and greatly exceed the 
receipts. 

The produce of all the duties, of which I have given the detailj 
amounted, in 1/QG, tofeven millions one hundred and eighty-eight thou¬ 
fand and one dollars. The following is a ftatement of their refpexfiive. 
produce : 


Tonnage and imports 
Diflilleries 
Refining of fugars 
Public fales 


Dollars. 
6 , 567 , 9 $; 
238,000 ■ 
38,000 
33,045 


Carried over 0,8/7,032. 
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Dollars. 



Brought forward 

£>877,032 

Retailers of wine and fpirituous liquors 

- 

- 

58,000 

Carriages 

- 

m 

5 3,800 

Pofl office 

- 

- 

72,909 

Dividends on the ffiares of the bank 

m 

- 

125,000 

Patents 


r 

1,200 




7,188,001* 


Although it is probable that, at the conclulion of the prefent war, the 
importation of the produce of the Weft India iflands, deflined for re¬ 
exportation, will be reduced, and confequcntly the duties on tonnage di- 
minifhed, it is neverthelefs to be expedted that the total amount of the 
reyenue will not be lefs, but that the encreafe of population will add to 
the importation a quantity at leaft equal to what it will lofe by other 
circumftances. But in the fhatement already made of the fituation of 
the finances of the United States, it appears that the revenues fall fliort 
of the expenditure, and that according to the loweft eftimation, it will 
require an annual augmentation of the revenues to balance the expendi¬ 
ture of nearly tw r o millions of dollars—that is to fay, if even the prefent 
duties do not fall off in their produce, and a war with an European 
power might reduce them almoll to nothing. New fburces of revenue 
muft therefore be explored, as well as rigid economy praclifed ; and no 
doubt the aid of the latter would be conliderable, if it was the refult of an 
-enlightened and comprehendve fyflem. 

The congrefs, in the feffion whicli ended in the month of March laft, 
'■laid new duties, as I have before obferved, on the importation of raw 
/ugars, bohea teas, molaffes, cottons, fugar-candy, and cocoa, with an 
addition of ten per cent on all thefe articles when imported in foreign 

* The fum of 7,188,001 dollars is the actual receipt of the year 1796; but the fecretary 
of the treafury and the committee ot finances in the houfe of reprefentatives, compute f 
the annual revenue at no more than 6,200,600 dollars. 

vefTels. 
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veflels. It docs not appear that thefe new duties arc calculated to pro ¬ 
duce more than one hundred and thirty thoufand dollars, and they may 
be cxpeCted to fall fliort of that fum; for it is well known that the in- 
cieafc of this fort of taxes at once dimimfhcs conffimption, and gives en¬ 
couragement to fmugglmg. A duty on ftamps, which was calculated to 
produce two hundred thoufand dollars, was impofed in the laft feffion, and 
a loan of eight hundred thoufand dollars authorized. 

In the feffion before the laft, warm debates arofe on a propofition for 
laying a direCt tax upon lands. Independent of the neceffity there is at pre- 
fent of augmenting the revenues of the United States, nothing is more evi¬ 
dent than the propriety of adopting a mode of taxation which refts upon 
folid foundations, whofe produce is capable of being extended according 
to the demands of the ftate, and is independent of the fluctuations to 
which merchandize is fubjeCt; and no tax poflefles thefe qualities in the 
fame degree as a tax on land. The feffion, however, palled away with¬ 
out any thing being done in this important fubjeCt. 

To judge of the obftacles to which fuch a fcheme would be fubjeCt, 
it is neceflary to take a view of the dire# taxes which at prefent exift in 
America. The fecretary of the treafury, in a report made to the houfe 
of representatives, at the clofe of the year l ;q( 3, on the practicability of 
railing a direCt tax throughout the extent of the United States, gives the 
following ftatement of the different modes of levying taxes in ufe in the 
Several ftates: 

£ ‘ f ft. A uniform capitation tax, or a direCt tax on perfons, without 
diferimination of their property, profeffion, or employment, is impofed 
in the ftates of Vermont, New Hampfliire, Maflachufetts, Rhode Ifland, 
Connecticut. North Carolina, and Georgia. 

“ The amount of thefe taxes in Vermont and Georgia is not known. 
In the five other ftates it is from two-ninths to four-ninths of the total 
produce of the taxes of thofc ftates. 

In none of the other ftates is this Species of tax in ufe ; for the taxes 
on profeffions, on certain clafles of people, and on Haves, cannot be 
deemed of that kind. 

Vol. II. 4 D 


2d. 









578 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA) 


« 2 d. In the ftates of Vermont, New Hampfhire, Maflachufetts, Con¬ 
necticut, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and Kentucky, horfes and cattle are 
taxed, but with variations and exceptions. In Virginia horfes only are 
taxed. In the ftates of Rhode Ifland, New York, Delaware, and Mary¬ 
land, capitals and farms are comprifed in the general computation of 
taxable property; in other ftates thefe are not fubjed to any tax. 

“ 3d. In the ftates of New York, Rhode Ifland, Delaware, and Mary¬ 
land, taxes are impofed on the general mafs of property, real or perfonal, 
with particular exceptions in each of thefe ftates; in the other ftates, 
taxes are impofed only upon fpecific articles of property. 

« 4th. In all the ftates, excepting Vermont and Delaware, land is 
taxed, comprifing the lands uninclofed and uncultivated; and there is 
reafon to believe that the fame meafure will be adopted in the two latter 
ftates. 

“ In North Carolina lands are taxed by the quantity, without regard 
to their nature or fpecies of culture. In Kentucky they are divided into 
three claffes, according to their quality, but each clafs is taxed uniformly. 
In South Carolina and Georgia the land is taxed uniformly by diftnfts, 
cultivated or otherwife. In Virginia it is taxed according to a perma-^ 
nent computation. In Maryland and New Jerfey the relative value ot 
the lands in the different counties and diftriCls is determined by the lav/; 
and in thefe diftri&s the land is taxed according to its value, never ex¬ 
ceeding a certain rate. In Pennfylvania the land is taxed according to a 
valuation made every three years. In Connecticut all the lands, with 
the exception of fome in two of the counties, are taxed according to the 
nature of their culture, or the kind of ftate they are in, and that uni¬ 
formly, without regard to their refpeCtive value. In Maflachufetts and 
New Hampfhire land is taxed according to its produce, or the annual 
rent or profit it is fuppofed to bring. In the ftate of Vermont lands m- 
clofed and cultivated, with fome exceptions, are taxed uniformly, with¬ 
out regard to their value or produce. 

“ 5th. Capitals employed in commerce or manufacture are taxed in 
different ftates according to the principles of each ftate, but in fome ftates 
they are not taxed. 


“ Oth. 


J5Y the duke de la rochefoucault liancourt. 


Oth. Taxes at the difcretion of the afleffors on the computed pro¬ 
perty or revenues of individuals, are permitted in different degrees and 
modifications in fome of the ftates; in others, all the taxes are impofed 
upon precife objeCls, and'ht a certain rate.” 

This fketch may give an idea of the difficulties which the Union would 
have to encounter, as well as the greater part of the individual ftates, in 
laying a tax on land with equity and with fteadinefs in its collection. The 
impofition of it would give offence, like all new taxes, efpecially of a 
direft nature ; but more efpecially among a people accutpmed to pay very 
little in taxes. Different ftates having different modes of taxing the land, 
and fome having no territorial impofition, the legiflature of the Union is 
placed between thefe two difficulties—either to adopt for its collection 
in each ftate accuftomed to the tax the mode eftablifhed in that ftate, 
and to eftablifh a new mode for thofe ftates which at prefent have no fuch 
tax, which would make the tax bear unequally; or to eftablilh a uniform 
mode for all the ftates, which being contrary to the habits and prejudices 
of many ot them, would add to its unpopularity, and render its produce 
ftill more uncertain. To which difficulties it is to be added, that the 
tax being deftined to the fervices of the general government, muft be 
collected by the officers of the Union, which mode of collection would 
be attended with great expence. The committee of finances in the houfe 
of reprefentatives, who laid before the houfe the propofition for this tax, 
eftimates the Cxpences of collection at twenty-feven and a half per cent. 

It is to be obferved, that the popular party, that is to fay, the anti-fe - 
deralijls, in the houfe, gave their fupport to the meafure, perceiving that 
the eftablifhment of a direCt tax whofe weight fhould be immediately 
felt by every citizen of the United States, would probably furnifh fome 
check on the difpofition they aferibe to the government of fquandering 
money in ufelefs expences. The federalijh oppofed the plan, and per¬ 
haps were not uninfluenced by the fame reafons. All the adherents, 
however, of the refpeCtive parties did not vote with their leaders on this 
occalion. Many members of the houfe were guided by their own opi¬ 
nions of the tax; and thofe opinions, which, no doubt flowed princi- 
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pally from a regard to the public welfare, were in fomc inftances afenbed 
to private confederations, according to the circumftances of the perfons 

voting. 

Before I conclude this article on the finances of the United States, I 
cannot forbear to touch on a point, connected with the opinion I have al¬ 
ready exprefl'ed—that the dates in their general legiflation are rather oc¬ 
cupied with the means of forcing themfelves into the rank of great and 
powerful nations than thofe of confolidating their ftrength and increafmg 
their real power. Perhaps this error in their policy is the natural refult 
of the combination of circumftances which furround them; but what¬ 
ever be the caufe, it retards their progrefs as a nation, which can be 
fecured only by their efreCtual independence. I have in view chiefly 
the duties on articles of importation, which 1 think were not cal¬ 
culated for the fituation in which America was at the time of their 
being eftablifhed, nor are politic in her prefent fituation; and their 
ill effects are, I believe, already evident. If we look, without pre¬ 
judice and with fufficient reflexion, at the nature of thofe duties, we fee 
they are rather contrived to increafe the revenues of the general govern¬ 
ment—no doubt a legitimate objefl of the taxes—than to add to the 
real welfare, or to cultivate the morals of -the people, and confequently 
to add to the fecurity of the independence of the Union objects furely 
not lets necefl'ary than a tax. The fyftem ot thefe taxes is evidently de- 
figned to give encouragement to the commerce and navigation of the 
United States; and for that object merely it is combined with forefight. 
But commerce is only a fecondary objeCt in an extenfive continental 
nation, abounding with uncultivated lands. The more important ob¬ 
jects of its attention are—the cultivation of its lands, the increafe of its 
own raw produce, and the eftablifliment of manufactures, to make it in¬ 
dependent of other nations for all the articles of the firft necelfify. Com¬ 
merce is no more than the means of exchanging a. furphis of produce for 
articles that a nation cannot produce or manufacture. It it proceeds 
beyond that point, efpecially in a nation in its infancy, it collects in the 
places where it is carried on the population which would otherwife 
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fpread generally, and which ought to be employed in making the coun¬ 
try generally productive ; while it tends to fill the country with foreign 
goods, and for a long time retards the eftabliflimcnt of manufactures at 
home. Fortunes may be made by individuals in this courfe; but it is a 
eourfe that impedes the progrefs of a nation to independence and profpe- 
nty. The duties on importation in the United States appear to me to 
place them in this fituation. They are no doubt very high ; but as there 
are few manufactures m the United States, the duties do not at all prevent 
the introduction of foreign merchandife, which turns all the difpofable 
labour, or the greater part of it, to navigation, for the introduction of fo¬ 
reign merchandife is the fupport of navigation, and enables it to afford 
wages for labour greatly exceeding what can be given by agriculture. 
1 he dearnefs of labour alfo oppofes itfelf to the efiabliiWnt of manu¬ 
factures, which are attended with difficulties, and hazard, even in coun¬ 
tries where labour is cheap The money of the United States, and the 
produce of their lands, enriches foreign nations, efpecially England, with 
whom their commerce is the moft confiderable, and indeed to whom it 

“ alm ° ft wholl y ConfinecL It is a real tax paid by America to England. 

1 art of this money, indeed, remains in the hands of the American mer¬ 
chants, and consequently returns to the cultivator of the lands, but the 
greater part enriches a foreign country. 

The reader will be enabled to judge of the truth of thcfe obfervations 
by the following comparative View of the amount of the importation of 
the produce of the United States into England, and the importation of 
Engl,fn merchandife into the United States, prefented in i; 9 0, to the 
haufe of commons in England, 


imports 
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Imports of the feveral United States into England. 


Years. 


States. 

1792. 

_^A. 

1793- 

1 704. 

1795. 

New England 
New York 
Pennfylvania 
Maryland 
Virginia 

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 

£. fterling. 
101,616 
156,769 
42,620 

118,490 
300,482 
44,656 
210,830 
45,232 

£• 

88,701 

140,075 

168,708 

102,108 

262,681 

28,000 

167,625 

36,050 

£• 

40,401 

92,047 

35,800 

35,388 

204,210 

8,012 

104,055 

14,808 

£■ 

154,013 

165,864 

485,310 

78,741 

189,40/ 

19)340 

230,849 

28,548 


1,038,707 

004,040 

625,733 

1,352,130 


Imports of England into the feveral United States. 


Years. 


( 

States. 

1792. 

-A 

1703. 

1794. 

1795. 

New England 
New York 
Pennfylvania 
Maryland 

Virginia 

North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 

£. fterling. 

614,363 

834,041 

781,074 

505,110 

846,517 

38,157 

575,266 

70,877 

£• 

435,825 
763,080 
855,206 
547,583 
540,032 
25,512 
31 1,274 
26,260 

£• 

517,445 
1,021,99 7 

7 68,832 
640,120 
662,160 
9,203 
227,588 
12,423 

£■ 

672,337 

1,346,634 

1,307,736 

656,148 

771,487 

15,768 

570,429 

13,573 


4,271,418 

j 3,514,081 

| 3,850,871 

5,254,114 
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COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES, EXPORTATION, 

TONNAGE, &c. 

The preceding article gives a good idea of the commerce of the United 
States, as far as a judgment can be formed from toe entries made in the 
cuftom-houfe books. 

Another way of judging of the advantage of a commercial intercourfe 
between two Hates, is the value of bills of exchange. Thofe of the 
United States drawn upon London, at lixty days fight, have always been 
at two per cent at leaft above par, except in the month of November 
17 Q 2 only, when they were at par ; and fince they have been at fix, and 
even as much as nine per cent above par. 

The balance of trade may be fomewhat in favour of the United States 
in their dealings with other nations ; but that is a yery infufficient com- 
penfation for the difadvantage they labour under in their commercial in¬ 
tercourfe with England, and that folely on account of the manufactured 
articles which they take from that country. 

1 his fyflem, fo ruinous to the fortunes of the American people, is ftill 
more prejudicial to its morals. The merchant in the ports of America, 
who receives manufactured goods from abroad, naturally endeavours to 
increafe the confumption of them, fince it increafeshis profit. He there¬ 
fore diftufes them in the interior, and as far as he can hope to find a fale; 
and a tafte for foreign commodities accompanies their introduction into 
the molt diftant provinces. 

There is no point of the United States, however remote, even in, the 
woods, in which one {tore, and frequently more, may not be found. 

I here are eflabhfhed warehoufes for foreign goods, which are emptied 
and filled again twice in the year, and of which the proprietors make a 
rapid fortune. 

The home manufactures do not fuffice alone to fatisfy the tafte for 
luxury, which is infpired by the fight of articles more elegant, more 
fiiowy, and more in fafhion in the great towns, 

•’> A woman. 
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A woman, or a young lad, would be afliamed to appear on a Sunday 
at church, without a gown, a waidcoat, or a hat, manufactured in Eu¬ 
rope, for which they pay as much as iixty per cent dearer than in the 

lhops of Philadelphia or ISew \ ork. 

A tade for luxury leads to cxpenflve habits, and confequently to in> 
prudence. It is therefore an obdacle to the complete happkiefs which 
this nation feems dedined by nature to enjoy. The introdudion of 
thefe foreign commodities into the back-fettlements may be compared to 
the introduction of rum and whifky among the Indians. The motive is 

the fame, and produces the fame effects. 

The abundant importation of merchandife manufactured in England 
into the United States, naturally proceeds from thofe dates having been 
habituated, while Englifli colonies, to receive them from the mother 
country, of which it was the intereft to keep its manufactories conftant y 
at work, and which, from its being the feat of power, poffeffed all the 

means of forcing that importation. 

It may be eafily conceived that, after the revolution, the opulent in¬ 
habitants of the American cities, muft naturally have retained their take 
for Englifh fluffs and furniture, and the habit of ufing them; and that 
it was the intereft of the Englifli merchants to encourage that habit; and 
this it was the more eafy for them to do, as the old American houfo 
having been almod all difperfed by the revolution, the American 
merchants were in general little elfc at that time than the agents of 
Englifli houfes. This date of things is then what it could not fail to e, 
fmcc the lcgiflature has oppofed no obdacle to the prevalence of 

and individual intcrcd. . * 

With more wifdom and forefight, it feems that the government o 

the United States would have prohibited all articles of luxury manu 
tured abroad, or at lead would have taxed them as high as circum tances 
would have permitted, without giving too great encouragement to mug 


’ Public fpirit effe&uatly prohibited them, during the revolution; and 
yet every 7 one was then clothed, although many hands were ta en 
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from tlic loom by military feryice, and by the uneaiinefs and misfortunes 
al ways attendant upon war; and the population is now' nearly double 
what it then was. Neceffity would immediately have extended domeftic 
manufactories, and would have led to the fpeedy eflabliffiment of na¬ 
tional ones. 

At the outfet their productions would have been of a coarfe qua¬ 
lity. People too nice to be contented with' them, might then have pro¬ 
cured foreign merchandize, by paying double or treble their real value ; 
but ninety-nine out of a hundred of the inhabitants would foon have 
accuftomcd thcmfelves to the manufactures of the country, fince it would 
not have been eafy for them to procure the produce of other peoples’ la¬ 
bour. The home manufactories would confcquently have made a rapid 
advance towards perfection. 

Navigation employing fewer hands, agriculture would have had more 
at its difpofal. The increafe of cattle, now very fcarce in America, 
would have been one of the confcquences of keeping up the national, do- 
meltic, and other manufactures. 

The Englifli, French, and other artifans, now' working in Europe upon 
the merchandize exported to America, would have brought their induf- 
try into the United States, where they would have obtained a more 
comfortable livelihood. 

The United States would have reafon to fear, that the prohibition of 
foreign merchandize in their ports would have prevented their own pro¬ 
duce from finding an outlet. The productions of the United States are 
articles of the firfl neceffity; and feveral of them are to be found only 
within their territory. 

As to their navigation, their fiffieries alone would have been a nurfery 
for more feamen than they will fbon have occafion for, it is to be hoped, 
in order toman their vefTels of war; and their commerce would not 
have been therefore annihilated. No doubt, it would have been lets 
brilliant than we have feen it for fome years, but it would have been 
more folid. ...... 

i . ... - * .. . - . , , . , .J 

America w’ould have had lets credit abroad; but that credit is her 
Vol. II. 4 E 


ruin. 
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ruin. She would have had lefs fictitious riches; but would have p 0 f. 
felled more real wealth. Fewer emigrants from other countries would 
have come to her with a view of making fortunes; • but fhe would have 
received a much greater proportion of the laborious dalles of the com¬ 
munity. Thofe fortunes which give fuch fallacious indications of prof- 
perity, are all made at the expence of America ; they carry away the 
money, and leave there nothing but European habits, I had almoft fail 
vices. 

The real balance of trade w T ould have been in her favour; and it has 
been feen how much it is again!! her. She would have had fewer fpe- 
culations and fpeculators, but better morals; a lefs fplendid difplay of 
luxury, but more republican inflitutions. The intercourfe with foreign 
nations would have been lefs expenfive; but finding within herfelf the 
means of fupplying all her wants, fhe would have been more independent. 
In a word, fhe would have acquired every year an increafe of fubflantial 
enbonpoint ; whereas, that on which fhe boafls, and on which fhe is con¬ 
gratulated, is nothing but a bloated appearance of corpulence. 

No doubt the cuftomhoufe w T ould have produced lefs to the national 
treafury, but direct taxes would eafily have fupplied the deficiency ; and 
if the United States had followed this fyflem from the time of the revo¬ 
lution, their own induftry would have been almof! adequate to their 
wants; whereas at prefent they cannot do without the afliflance of 
foreigners, except in the manufa<f!uring of hats and leather, of which the 
raw materials are the produce of theix own country. 

They are dependent; and that dependence which arifes from their 
w T ants, and which will always increafe in proportion as luxury, already at 
a great height in America, fhall be carried higher ft ill, may have an influ- 
en'ce upon the political determinations of the United States; and may 
lead them into great errors, and to the adoption of meafures fooner or 
later prejudicial to their interefl. 

Several manufactories of fail-cloth have been eflablifhed in the United 
States with tolerable fuccefs, but have been carried to no great extent. 

Every year alfo fome fpinning eflablifhments, and even cotton manu- 

' i- factories, 
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factories,'are attempted to be fet on foot ;. but the following year they 
are fure to fall; for no other reafon than the high price of labour, which 
is itfelf a confequence of the general fyftem of taxation. 

I have fpoken of the exports of the different {fates of the federal 
union, in proportion as my travels have carried me into thofe different 
{fates, and more or lets in detail, according to the nature of the informa¬ 
tion that i was able to procure. The exports of the general commerce 
of America are the refult of thofe of the particular {fates. Here follow 
the totals, as prefented annually to the congrefs by the fecretary of the 
treafury. 

It was only from the iff of September 178Q, that an cxaft amount 
was taken of them, that of the preceding years being imperfeCt. In ac¬ 
counts of this fort, the year begins on the iff of OCtober, and ends on tho 
30th of September following. 

Amount of the Exports of the United States. 

1791, — 19 , 012,040 dollars. 

1792, — 20,753,007 

1793, — 26,109,572 

1794, — 33,026,233 

1795, — 47,989,472 

1796, — 67,064,097 

This Ifatement exhibits a progreffive augmentation, fuch perhaps as 
never exiffcd in any country in fo fliort a fpace of time. But this is the 
place to repeat what I have laid as often as I have had an opportunity of 
fpeaking of the exports of different {fates, that any one would be grofsly 
dccerved w ho fhould judge of the increale of the produce and relources of 
the United States by this enormous augmentation of their exports. 

The exports confift, 

1 . Of the productions of the country, which, although increafed in 
quantity to a certain degree, have rifen much more in value; tonic forty 
per cent, others a hundred, two hundred, and even more. This is 

4 E 2 owing 
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owing to the wants of Europe, cxhaufted by the war in which ithasbecn> 
engaged. The value then of thefe exports is far from being an exatt re- 
prefentation of the real wealth of the country, which can only be the re- 
fult of an increafe in the quantity of its produce. 

2. The war, in which all the commercial powers have been engaged 
for five years more or lefs, keeps their trade in a {fate of almoft total 
fiagnation. The United States are a kind of temporary depot of the pro¬ 
duce of all countries, and of many of their colonies, where, before the 
war, American vefiels had not, by a great deal, fo extenfive a permiffion 
to trade. Foreign produce is therefore brought into the ports of the 
United States in much greater quantities than their confumption re¬ 
quires, and in much greater quantities alfo than it would be if Europe 
were at peace. 

The commodities over and above the confumption of the United 
States are re-exported, and fupply the different ftates of Europe and 
their colonies. 

This increafed exportation is then, in this point of view, a very un¬ 
certain indication of the real increafe of the w ealth of the United States, 
fince it does not depend upon the produce of their foil, and neither is nor 
can be lafting, A comparifon of the quantity of the produce of the 
foil of the United States exported annually, during fix years, will furnifh 
an inconteftible proof of the truth of the foregoing obfervations. 

It is, again, from the accounts prefented to congrefs by the fecrctary of 
the treafury, that I have made out this lfatement. 

. - . i 00." .u' 

lo ' he fc d o/ed n. vn L- ft : : 

' 

ij ■ it'. :e- yt bar. c; t ■ " lo Hinu: 




Account 



Account of the Exports of the principal Articles of the Produce of the United States, for the Tears 1791, 1792, 

1793, 1794, 179 S, and 1796. 


Potafh and pearlafh — 

Fifh, dried and fmoked, «— 

Ditto, fait — 

Whale and other fifh oil — 

Spermaceti oil — — 

Whaleborie — 

Spermaceti candles %— 

Leaf tobacco — — 

Manufactured tobacco — 

Linfeed — — 

Wheat — — 

Com of other kinds — 

Flour — — 

Ditto of rye, maize, and buck-wheat 
Sea bifeuit — — 

Ditto — _ 

Rice — .— _ 

Beef, pork, bacon — 

Butter — _ — 

Cheefe — 

Onions and potatoes —- — 

Horned cattle — — 

Horfes and Mules — 

Pigs and iheep — — 

Ox hides, calf and Iheep (kins 
Leather ^ — 

Shoes and boots — — 

Tallow — 

Candles .— _ _ 

Naval ftores, pitch, turpentine, ro(in, tar, &c. < 

Iron — — ' _ 

*Indigo — 

* Cotton — _ _ 


years. 


Thefc two taft articles are alfo imported in conliclerable quantities fince the war. 
produce of the United States from that which is the refult of foreign produce. It is 
Larolina and in Georgia, and that that of cotton is very much increafcd there. 


DIZE. 

^1791. 

1792. 

1 793* 

1794 - 

i 79 S - 

I 796^ 

— Tons. 

6.354 

7,824 

6,117 

7 ,i 9 : 

4,990 

5,084 

’— .— Barrels. 

383.237 

364.899 

372,825 

418,907 

400,8l8 

377-713 

—- Barrels, from qo to 60 pounds. 

57.424 

48,277 

45,440 

36,809 

5 5 >999 

87,558 

— Gallons, reckoned at 4 quarts. 

447.323 

406,423 

512,780 

970,628 

810,524 

§0,856 

1,176,650 

— — .Gallons. 

1 34.595 

63,385 

140,056 

82,493 

313,467 

164,045 

— — .— Pounds. 

124,829 

154,407 

202,620 

410,664 

308,314 

4,438 

Boxes, from 30 to 60 pounds. 

4,560 

3,938 

5,875 

5,162 

5>997 

Calks, from 1,000 to 1,200 pounds 

I 12,42 8 

509,947 

80,158 

56,785 

61,050 

69,018 

— — — Pounds. 

96,811 

i 27 , 9'6 

173,343 

149,699 

296,227 

— — Tons. 

58,492 

52,381 

51,70s 

38,620 

58,5s 2 

5 i,ioo 

— Buihels of 64 pounds. 

',018,339 

853,790 

1,450,57s 

696,797 

141,273 

31,226 

- — Barrels of 180 pounds. 

2,046,419 

2,291,465 

1 , 354 , 57 ° 

1,727,648 

2,187,831 

687,369 

1,329,216 

— Barrels of 196 pounds. 

619,687 

824,464 

1,074,639 

828,405 

7 2 5> I 94 

— Barrels of 180 pounds. 

101,313 

73 > 2 5 2 

97 , 8 i 5 

53>782 

108,191 

90,807 

— — Barrels. 

100,279 

80,9^6 

76,653 

68,479 

40,916 

71,33! 

181,065 

— — Kegs. 

15,346 

37,645 

43,306 

37,462 

27,102 

— Tierces of 600 pounds. 

141,762 

134,611 

102,026 

138,526 

I 3 L °39 

— Barrels of 180 pounds 

94,621 

1 20,0 I 7 

120,056 

156,072 

201,133 

167,526 

Firkins, from 50 to 100 pounds. 

16,666 

11,761 

9,100 

36,932 

28,389 

34,065 

— — Quintals. 

— — Barrels. 

1,209 

1,259 

1,462 

5 , 7 6 9 

2 3 > 43 » 

17,3s 2 

64,683 

131,84' 

289,747 

786,192 

6 9 S >559 

657,000 

— — Numbers 

4,627 

4 , 5 S J 

3,728 

3,495 

2,510 

4,625 

— — Ditto. 

7 > 4'9 

6,557 

5 , 7 i 8 

3,445 

4,025 

7,ooi 

— — Ditto. 

27,180 

7°4 

33,444 

1,602 

21,998 

978 

14,990 

53 ,h 6 

11,416 
26,865 

I2 >993 

16,064 

— — Pounds. 

5,424 

19,536 

16,269 

746,853 

1,819,224 

127,044 

— — Pairs. 

7,528 

9,254 

99,009 

160,327 

220,724 

187,403 

— — Pound’s. 

3 ' 7 ,i 95 

152,622 

309,366 

130,012 

49,5 1 5 

Boxes from 30 to 60 pounds. 

2,745 

3.997 

9, 8 57 

20,38l 

28,695 

66,579 

&c. — Barrels of 3o‘o pounds. 


146,909 

H 4 , 97 i 

7 2 > 55 2 

2,926 

39 L 997 

132,8,-6 

1385346 

— Tons of 2,200 pounds. 

— — Pounds. 

4,553 

5,633 

858,996 

2,879' 

695,299 

3 « 57 2 

771,776 

3 > 3 °i 

9 r 5’635 

— — Ditto. 

189,316 

138,32a 

1,706,600 

5,055,400 

10,111,921 

6,106,729 


The accounts of the Cuftomhoule do not diftinguifn the quantity of the 
only known that the culture of indigo is now almott reduced to nothing in 


mssm 
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Upon examining this flatement with attention, it will be feen, 

1. That the quantity of wheat exported from the United States is di- 
minifhed, and that the increafe in the exportation of flour, proceeding 
from the great number of mills that have been fucceffively erected, and in 
that of fea-bifcuit, does not by a great deal compenfate the decreafe in the 
exportation of wheat. This decreafe, for which I have met with no one 
who could give me a reafon completely fatisfaclory, is owing, in part, to 
the ravages committed in feveral Hates by the Heffian fly, which has 
made it neceflary to abandon the cultivation of wheat, and in part to 
the great quantity of land laid down in paflure. But I mufl again re¬ 
peat, that the difference in the exportation of wheat is too great to be 
explained in this manner, efpecially as in many new fettlements, corn is 
•cultivated at leaft during the firfl years; and as in many parts of Vir¬ 
ginia, Carolina, and Maryland, the cultivation of wheat has very gene¬ 
rally fuperfeded that of tobacco and indigo. 

The confumption may be increafed in the great towns by the increafe 
of their population; and alfo in fome of the back fettlements, where, 
owing to a want of corn-mills, the ufe of wheat-flour was formerly 
almofi unknown. But this increafe of confumption cannot be very 
great; for in almofl: every part of the United States where wheat is cul¬ 
tivated, the inhabitants live upon rye-bread, and Hill more commonly 
upon maize or Indian-corn. 

2. That the exportation of other corn, that is to fay, rye, barley, &c, 
is alfo diminifhed. This is owing to the increafed confumption of the 
diflilleries, which, though checked of late by the high price of grain, 
has neverthelefs been very confiderable during the laft fix years. 

3. It will be feen that the exportation of leaf tobacco is very much 
diminifhed, and that this diminution is not compenfated by the great 
increafe of manufactured tobacco; becaufe it is true, as I have obferved 
in my account of the fouthern Hates, that the cultivation of tobacco is 
exceedingly decreafed. 

* 4. That the increafe of culture has been directed to that of vege¬ 
tables, onions, and potatoes, and that it is confiderable; and that it has 
.taken a Hill greater turn towards artificial meadows, or what are called 

grazing 
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grazing farms. The enormous difference between the progrcffive ex¬ 
ports from 1791 to l/QO, of cheefe, butter, tallow, candles, and manu¬ 
factured fhoes, is a proof of it; although it is true that the tanneries of 
the United States import a great quantity of raw hides from that part 
of St. Domingo which formerly belonged to the Spaniards. 

5. It will alfo be remarked, that the produce of the fdheries is much 
increafed in the laft fix years; but the greater part of this produce, fo 
confiderably augmented in quantity, is in itfelf of little value, excepting 
the whale fifhery ; and although the amount of its whole value exceeds 
that of the value of produce diminifhed in quantity, the increafe is hardly 
of any account in the immenfe progrelfion of the general value of the 
exports, which was eftimated at nineteen millions twelve thoufand and 
forty dollars in 1791 , and at fixty-feven millions fixty four thoufand and 
ninety feven dollars in 1 796 . 

The following account of the exportation of foreign produce will 
prove how much of the increafe in the exports of the United States is 
owing to that branch of commerce. 


Account of the Exports of the principal Articles of Foreign Produce. 


Merchandize. 



YEARS. 


1 

1791- 

1792 . 

1793 . 

1794. 

1795. 

1796. 

Coffee lbs. 

962,911 

2,336,742 

- - - 

- — 

7 " - - 

62,385,117 

Cocoa lbs. 

8,322 

6,600 

200,691 

1,141,802 

525,442 

928,107 

Unrefined fugar lbs. 

74,504 

1,176,156 

4,539,809 

17,563,811 

21,999,889 

34,848,644 

Pimento and pepper, lbs. 

142,193 

351,675 

128*616 

60,959 

543,664 

989,358 

Merchandize known by 







the name of dry-goods, 







ftiifts of all forts, ftock- 







ings, paper, &c. valued 







in dollars. 

29,367 




2,879,198 

6,554,346 

Nankeens pieces 

7,072 

12,340 

10,972 

40,752 

186,526 

349,000 


I fliall 
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I fhall add to this an amount of the drawback upon the re-exportation 
of foreign produce imported into the United States in the courfe of the 
years 17Q3, 1794, 1795 ; I was not able to procure one of the two pre¬ 
ceding years, nor of the year 179 O. 

I do not pretend to give, by this flatement, a precife idea of the con- 
fumption of foreign produce in the United States; becaufe goods being 
intitled to the right of a drawback for a whole year after they have been 
entered in the cuftomhoufe books, it fometimes happens that articles 
which have paid the duties in one year, and which are included in the 
receipts of that year, arc not re-exported till the year after. 

The following account, however, will afford an idea .generally true, of 
the confumption of that produce; and it will fhew, that the confump* 
tion of colonial commodities is little augmented in the United States, 
while that of articles manufactured in England is confiderably in- 
creafed.* 


Account of the Duties paid upon certain Articles of foreign Produce, and of 
the Drawbacks paid upon their re-exportation, for the years 1793, 1794, 
and 1795 . 


Merchandize. 

YEARS. 

1793. 

1794 . 

1795 . 

Duties paid. 

Drawbacks. 

Duties paid. 

Drawbacks. 

Duties paid. 

Drawbacks. 

Dry goods, &c.* 

1,823,442 

9,065 

2,339,323 

19,506 

3,563,441 

85,780 

Coffee 

1,396,652 

169,928 

1,680,163 

1,141,523 

2,694,902 

1,946,226 

Cocoa 

29,182 

6,201 

54,542 

19,246 

73,576 

46,884 

Unrefined fugar 

660,350 

13,634 

727,332 

155,760 

970,888 

365,423 

Pimento and pepper 

32,740 

3,814 

68,768 

5,362 

70,240 

39,134 


* Nankeens, which pay a duty of thirteen per cent upon importation, are included 
in this article. 
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No doubt this increafe in the exports gives a great increalc of activity 
to trade : no doubt, alfo the rife of the price of commodities is another 
augmentation of wealth ; but it can only be confidered as temporary. 
1. his, perhaps, is the place to fay a few words concerning the nature 
and polition of the commerce of the United States. 

As long as the United States were Englilh colonies, their trade was 
regulated by the intereft and ambition of the mother country, and could 
only be confidered as a branch of the Englilh. commerce. This is nearly 
the cafe with Ireland at prefent. 

1 he accounts prefented to the Englilh Parliament, which will be 
found hereto annexed, of the imports and exports of the Hates of Ame¬ 
rica, during the lad: twelve years that they were Englifli colonies, will 
prove how great has been the increafe of the commerce of the United 
States fince that period. 

Yet if they be compared with an account of the commerce carried on 
between the United States and England, from 1792 to 1795, inferted 
in the preceding part of this volume, it will alfo prove how much the 
imports of the Englifh manufactures into the United States have aug¬ 
mented, fince the latter became independent. 

Hence it appears, that the augmentation in the commerce of the 
United States, and confequently their independence, which may be con¬ 
fidered as the principal caufe of it, have been exceedingly advantageous 
to England, who neverthelefs confiders their emancipation as an in¬ 
jury, and would not be forry to have an opportunity of taking her re¬ 
venge. 

I am far from thinking, however, that France, on being made fenfiblc 
of this truth, ought to regret for a moment the efforts fhe made to affift 
North America in obtaining the acknowledgment of her independence. 
Thole efforts, even though the United States may be in general forgetful 
of them at this moment, are neverthelefs one of the mod honourable 
traits of French generality. Befides, France has had a fliare in the trade 
of the foiited States, which fhe would never have had, if they had re- 

Vo L. II. 4 F remained 








5C;4 TRAVELS IN NOlyTH AMERICA, 

maincd fubjcdt to England; a lhare which, with better conduct, Ihe 
might have rendered much greater {till, and which, with rational prin¬ 
ciples, Ihe may no doubt hereafter increafe. In a word, thefe great fer- 
vices rendered by France will, as long as there is any gratitude in the 
United States, leave in the minds of their inhabitants an inclination for 
the friendfhip and alliance of France, which all the intrigues of England 
can only fufpend for a time. 



Account 


r 


At count of .ae Paine of the Imports, from America into England, for eleven I cars, as prefented to the 

Britifh Parliament. 


COLONIES. 

! 7 6 3 - 

1764. 

l 7 6 5 - 

1766. 

1767. 

1 LA .“I l\ O . 

1768. 

1 7 6 9 * 

1770. 

1771. 

1772. 

> 773 - 

New England 

New York . . . „ 

Pennfylvania . . . . 

Virginia and Maryland. 
Carolina. 

£■ 

7 L* 5 3 
53,988 
38,228 

642,294 

382,366 

£■ 

92.593 

53.697 

36,258 

559,408 

34 ‘, 7 2 7 

£■ 

150,690 

54.959 

25448 

505,671 

385,918 

£■ 

146,318 

67,020 

26,851 

460,754 

291,519 

£■ 

132,694 

61,422 

37,641 

437,926 

395.027 

£■ 

150,898 
87,us 
59,406 
406,048 
508,108 

£■ 

133,788 
70,466 
26,111 
361,892 
387,114 

£■ 

154,398 

69,882 

28,109 

435*094 

278,907 

£■ 

158,218 

95,875 

31,615 

577,848 

420,311 

£■ 

132,082 

82,707 

29,133 

528,404 

425,923 

£■ 

128,003 

76,246 

36,652 

589,803 

456,513 

Totals . 

I,l88,I29 

1,083,683 

1,122,386 

992,462 

1,064,710 

2 ii ,575 

979*371 

966,390 

1,283,867 

1,198,249 

1,287,217 


to 


Account of the l alue of the Exports from England to America for the fame eleven Years . 


YEARS. 



1763. 

1764. 

1765. 

1766. 

1 7 b 7 - 

17 68. 

i 7 b 9 . 

177°. 

1 77 1 * 

1 77 2 - 

1 773* 

* : . .. 

New England . . . 

New York . . . 

Pennfylvania . 

Virginia and Maryland. 
Carolina * . . . . 

£■ 

258,854 

238,560 

284,152 

5 5 5 ^ 39 1 
250,132 

£■ 

462,573 

515,416 

435, 

515,192 

305,808 

£■ 

455,526 

382,349 

363,368 

383,224 

334,709 

£■ 

424,727 

330,829 

327,314 

372,548 

296,732 

£■ 

421,067 

417,957 

371,830 

437,628 

244,093 

£■ 

426,549 

482,930 

432,107 

475,954 

289,868 

£■ 

214,675 

74,918 

199,909 

488,362 

306,600 

£■ 

400,511 

47 5,99 1 

134,881 

717,782 

146,273 

£■ 

1,420,1 19 
653,62 I 

728,744 

920,326 

409,169 

£■ 

820,394 

343 > 97 ° 

507.909 

793.910 
449,610 

!. 'r 

£• 

529,184 
289,2 14 
426,448 
328,904 

344,159 

Totals 

1,587,089 

2,234,180 

1,919,176 

1,752,150 

1,892,575 

2,107,408 

1,284,464 

1,875,438 

4 , 131*979 

2,921,793 

1,917.912 


Total of the Imports for 
f reight, Infurance and 
12 per cent . . . , 


£. 

ir Years, 12,291,039 
Profit at 

. 1,474,924 


, 3 » 7 6 5 ’ 9 6 3 


Average for a 


> 2 5 1 ?45 1 = 5?S^3>oo 4^ dollars. 


£. 

Total of the Exports.23,734,164 

Freight, Infurance and Profit, at 

12 per cent. 2,848,099 


26,582,26 3 


Average for a Year ♦ . 2,416,569=10,745,306^0!. 
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It was at the peace by which England acknowledged their indepen¬ 
dence, that the United States began to trade under their own colours. 
But the great diftrefs in which they were left by the war, and the weak- 
nefs of the confederacy, rendered their commerce ftill very precarious, 

Each ftate had its particular laws, prohibitions, and regulations. 

Some of them lhut their ports againft certain foreign merchandize, to- 
which others opened theirs. 

The laws and the cuftomhoufe rates changed every year, according to- 
momentary confederations ; and the moft natural refult of this order of 
things was, an adtive rivality and jealoufy between the different ftates. 
It is then, properly fpeaking, fince the adoption of the new conftitution, 
that the name of the commerce of the United States may be given to the 
commerce of the different ftates of North America. 

The firft caufe, however, of the increafed commerce of the United 
States, may be carried as far back as the end of the year 1784 . At that 
period, an order of the king of France in council, opened to their lhips 
three ports in St. Domingo, whither they were allowed to carry fait fifh, 
upon paying a fmall duty. This order alfo authorifed the adminiftrators 
of the ifland to permit the importation of their flour, whenever occafion 
might require it. The American fliips, till then, had only had permif- 
fion to carry timber and live ftock to St. Domingo, and that only into a 
fingle port. They were reftridled by the new order, as they were before, 
from taking any thing in exchange except fyrups and molaffes. Accord¬ 
ing, then, to the letter of the edidt, their returns could be of no great 
value; but the admiflion of American fhips into three ports of St. Do¬ 
mingo, gave a greater facility to fmuggling, of which they did not fail 
to avail thcmfelves'. 

The Englifh, it is true, carried Jamaica iugar and coffee into the ports 
of the United States.; but they were without competitors, and fold them 
at a high price. 

The wants of the United Stages required a much greater quantity than 
they received from England, and their intereft ftimulated them to pro¬ 
cure it in a diredt way, 

, Flour 
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Flour and dry goods were fraudulently introduced into the ifland. 
Raw fugar and coffee were fraudulently exported ; and the returns be¬ 
gan to be of fome importance though Hill much reftri&ed in quantity, 
by the illegality of the means made ufe of to obtain them. 

But this traffic foon ceafed to be illicit. The violent ffiock which 
the revolution gave to the manufactures and commerce of France, forced 
her to open the ports of her colonies to the veffels of neutral powers. 

From that moment the Americans engroffed all the commerce of the 
French colonies, which the} were fo well fituated to carry on, and 
which promifed them fuch confiderable profits. 

The others powers of Europe which had alfo colonies in the Weft 
Indies, being almoft all fucceffively engaged in the war, opened the ports 
of their colonies in like manner to the Americans, or at lealt confiderably 
diminifhed their prohibitive regulations. 

Thus the commerce of the United States had' the victualling of the 
Weft India iflands, as well as an exclufive trade with the French and 
Dutch colonies, not only in provifions, but alfo in commodities of every 
kind. Their ffiips were freighted to carry Weft India produce to Eu¬ 
rope, and to bring back in return the articles neceffary for the confump- 
tion both of the United States, and of thofe fame colonies. 

The new conftitution of the United States was eftablifhed at the mo¬ 
ment when the French revolution began, and ffiortly after the new lyf- 
tem of American finances was adopted. The confequent creation of 
ftock of different kinds, the putting up of land to fale, and the efta- 
bliffiment of banks, opened a vaft field to peculation, and to commercial 
enterprife. The ftate of Europe favoured thofe enterprifes; they were 
extended, and the commerce of the United States foon reached the Eaft 
Indies, China, and every part of the known world. Its profits have been 
confiderable. 

Such is the brief hiftory of the rapid and. enormous increafe of the 
trade of the United States; but it is precifely from the rapidity of that 
immenfe increafe, that we may prognofticate the fhortnefs of its dura¬ 
tion. 

The 
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The prdfperity of a nation’s commerce cannot be durable, unlefs it be 
founded upon a folid bads; and the fohd bads ot a nation s commerce is 
the produce of its foil, of its manufactures, and of its colonies, when it has 
any. Thefe are its only permanent riches, thole of which it alone can 
difpofe ; its produce, and the commodities it receives in exchange, are the 
natural limits of its trade. 

If a nation by extraordinary circumftances, unconnected with its in¬ 
ternal profperity, fuch, for inftance, as thofe occafioned by the troubles 
and trandent misfortunes of other nations, take a flight far beyond its 
natural means, and much above the lituation in which it is placed by its 
own refources, its profperity cannot be of long duration. A change in 
external circumitances muft fpeedily bring it back to the ftate affigned to 
it by the extent or the mediocrity of its wealth. Such is the fituation 
of the trade of the United States of America, which the troubles of 
Europe have rendered flouriflnng, but which the return of tranquillity 
will reduce to its priftine ftate. 

If the European powers, engaged in a terrible war, forced to devote 
all their means to it, incapable of going themfelves to fetch the articles 
they ftand in need of from foreign ports, nay, even incapable of victualling 
their colonies, and of receiving the produce of them in a direCt way; if 
the European powers have been under the necefftty of leaving to neutral 
flags the trade which they could not undertake themfelves, does it follow 
that they have abandoned it to them entirely ? Is it not certain that they 
will haften to refume, as foon as they are able, the trade which naturally 
belongs to them, fince they have within themfelves the means of carrying 
it on ? 

In matters of commerce a nation gives up to others only what it can¬ 
not undertake itfelf, and even fuppofing that it grants them momentary 
advantages, it is lolely with a view to its own intereft; it will withhold 
them, as foon as it perceives that its intereft is injured by this conceffion.. 
Political confidcrations, or a friendly alliance can alone induce them to 
aCl otherwdfo. 

We are not yet arrived at the period when nations, difeovering their 

own 
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own intereft in a greater generofity of principles, will by general confcnt 
give abfolute and entire liberty to trade. That period, if ever it fhould 
arrive, is not yet at hand. It therefore cannot be doubted but that the 
European powers, according to their accuflomed lyftem, wall lay prohi- 
tory reftridions upon all trade that is not their own, and will thus reduce 
the United States of America to the limited commerce which they car¬ 
ried on before the troubles of Europe. 

I do not mean, however, that the United States are not fufceptible of 
mcieafe in their commerce. I am far from thinking fo. The extcpt 
of their territory, the fertility of their foil, the induflry of their inhabit 
tants, their bold and enterpnfing difpofition, their rapidly increafing po¬ 
pulation, the great bays that penetrate into the country, the number of 
fine rivers that w’ater it, the facility of cutting canals, in order to open a 
communication between them, and this to conned the great lakes with 
the Atlantic Ocean, and the Gulf of Mexico; all thefe circumftances 
gromife them a degree of profperity, which muft in future ages render 
this part of the world the rival, and perhaps the fortunate rival, of Eu¬ 
rope. 

But then the United States will have a rich produce from their foil,- 
extenfive manufadures, a great abundance of refources within themfelves, 
and all this can only take place in confequence of a fucceffive progreffion 
of thofe refources, and after a long feries of years of peace and internal 
tranquillity ; in a word, by the gradual operation of time. But it is of 
the prefent moment and of the exifting circumftances of the United 
States that I am fpeaking, when I apply to the fudden incrcafe of their 
commerce this inconteftable political truth, that all profperity which is 
not the refult of natural refources, and which depends folely on extraor-.- 
dinary and foreign caufes, can only be confidered as tranficnt, and rather 
oppofes than favours an increafe of wealth in the country that expe¬ 
riences it. 

This truth, which holds good in regard to all nations, has a ftill Wronger 
application to nations abfolutely new, whole commercial houfes are hardly 
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eftablifhed, when thefc uncommonly favourable circumftances enable 
them to eive a confiderable cxtenfion to their fpeculations. The misfor¬ 
tunes of individual traders, from which they can only efcape by a degree 
of prudence, almoft fupernatural, adds much in fuch times to the danger 
which the nation itfelf runs from the temporary inflation of its trade. 

Before the French revolution the capitals which kept alive the trade 
of the United States were inconfiderable, their commerce being very 
much confined ; and even part of thofc capitals were Englifh property, 
either dirc&ly, or in the fhape of credit, given by the Englifli houfes to 
the American ones. If the American merchants had been prudent 
enough to take, out of the enormous quantity of bufinefs which a fudden 
combination of circumftances prefented to them, only fneh a part as was 
proportioned to their capitals, their enterprifes would have been much 
lefs extenfive, and the appearance of their profperity lefs brilliant; but 
their fuccefs would have been more folid and more certain. 

They fet, on the contrary, no bounds to their ambition, and only con-; 
fidered commercial affairs with a view to the enormous profits they 
feemed to afford. Speculations in land held out a newfture to their avi¬ 
dity ; and independently of the gain they promifed themfelves from a 
refalc highly advantageous, they found in them alfo a fource of credit, 
becaufe they had, for a long time, nothing to pay for their acquifitions, 
and becaufe they hoped fpeedily to receive fome ready money from new 
purchafers loaded with capitals, whom they expended to fee driven in 
crowds acrofs the Atlantic by the ftate of affairs in Europe. 

Laftly, the eftablifhment of banks, and the quantity of paper in circu¬ 
lation, afforded them alfo new means of obtaining credit. Trufling in 
all thefc hopes, they ventured, without rcfcrve, upon every fpeculation 
which held out the fmalleft profpedt of gain. A fpirit of enterprile, and 
a boldnefs in the execution of their plans, which fets all danger at de¬ 
fiance, are two remarkable charadleriftics of the American people, in al • 
moft all the lituations of life. Thefc arc, no doubt, the germ of great 

qualities, and may be the means of great fuccefs; but if this fpirit of en- 
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tcrprife, and this boldnefs were directed by prudence, they would lead to 
a much ftfer refult; whereas without it they tend to confequences fo 
much the more ruinous and inevitable, as they have not been forefeen. 

"What happened to the American merchants ? 

1. Dehys natural to be expe&ed in the difpatching of their orders, and 
often tardy returns, which though not hurtful to commerce in general, 
are highly prejudicial to merchants, when far from reckoning upon 
them, they think that they cannot take place, and enter into engage¬ 
ments in confequence of that flattering opinion, 

2. The taking of a great number of their fhips, firfl: by England, who, 
independently of her hoftile views towards trance, gratified, by feizing 
them, the jealoufy which flie felt at the commercial profperity of a na¬ 
tion, that fhe has never ceafed to confider as an aflemblage of rebellious 
fubjedts, md afterwards by France, who was defirous, above all, of injur¬ 
ing the Englifh commerce ; and, at the fame time, exprefled her difeon- 
tent at the advantage given to England by her old ally America. 

3. The {'peculations in land proved erroneous. The number of thofe 
who preflented themfelves as purchafers bore no proportion to the number 
of thofe who wifhed to fell, and who were hard prefled by want. 

4. The banks, numerous as they became, could not anfwer the de¬ 
mands of difeount, which came to them from all quarters, confcquently 
they did not difeount all the bills which were prefented to them, and the 
longeft dale of thofe they received did not exceed fixty days. 

5. andlaftly, the prices of commodities fell fpeedily in Europe very 
much bebw what the American fpcculators had paid for the fame arti¬ 
cles in the territory of the United States; and, in the mean time, the 
day of fulfilling the engagements they had contracted, in order to lend 
their fhips to fea, was conftantly coming round; the period of thofe en¬ 
tered into upon the purchafe of land, though it might fometimes expe¬ 
rience a little delay, was fure alfb to come at laft; the commodities, 
which were prevented from being fent to Europe by the low prices they 
bore there, were alfo to be paid for; and if any merchant had received 
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tion as their manoeuvre is better known, for they are then fuppofed to be 
pofielfed of property. 

As to him who has declared his bankruptcy, as foon as he has delivered 
the remains of his fortune to his creditors he is free by law ; and though 
in lbme {bates the law gives his creditors a claim upon his future fortune, 
equal to the amount of the lofs upon their debts, he eafdy evades the re¬ 
gulation, by not difeovering the profits he may derive from the fums he 
-has withheld, or by carrying on his new commercial operations under an¬ 
other name. 

All thefe fatal and ihameful tranfadbions are the natural confequences 
of {peculations undertaken and carried on without a proportionate capital. 
And thefe arc not the only ones. An American merchant’s want of 
punctuality in his payments, no doubt, .infpires thole who may have oc- 
cafion to deal with him with diftrufb; but it does not produce in himfelf 
any fentiment of flume, and affedbs his reputation very little, even if it 
affiedb it at all. 

The merchant who has fufpended his payments, and whofie bills are 
protefbed, is equally well received upon ’change, in fociety, and even ob¬ 
tains the mofb diftinguifhed public employments, He is generally confidered' 
as a man who has played his game ill, or who has met with a bad run of luck. 
The frequency of thefe examples, common interelb, and the opinion 
generally entertained m America, that no one can have any thing more 
elfential to do than to endeavour to get money, produce, I will not fay 
this toleration, but this total indifference in the public mind. 

Thus, while the merchant in Europe is guided in his commercial con- 
» dud by his perform! integrity and the prefervation of his honour, of his 
credit, and of the reputation of his name, the American merchant has no' 
other rcltraint than his own honefby, his felf-efbeem, and his confidence, 
ana though that refitraint is doubtlefs the mofb powerful when it exifits, 
mufb unfortunately be acknowledged that it is not the mofb common. 

Il may therefore be {aid that the merchants of America, who, in con¬ 
i', quence Oi their prudence and caution in their operations, and a mode¬ 
rate 
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rate ufe of their credit, have conftantly been exacft in their payments, and 
honourable in their tranfa&ions, are, on that account, deferving of parti¬ 
cular efteern, fmee they are an exception to the general depravity. 

It muft not, however, be thought that this exception is very uncommon. 
There are in America a great number of houfes, either American, Eng- 
lifh, or French, which for folidity, prudence, punctuality, and delicacy in 
carrying on bufmefs, do not yield to any of the fo juitly famed houfes of 
Europe. If in this number I name that of Mr. Philip Niklyn, I do 
not pretend to give it a fuperiority over the others, by which that mer¬ 
chant’s modefty, and that of Mr. Griffith his partner, would be hurt; 
but I fhall be excufed for feeking, by the mention of their names, to gra¬ 
tify a feeling of affettion and gratitude for the conftant marks of friendship 
and kindnefs which I received from them during my ftay in America, and 
none of thofe who are acquainted with Philadelphia will reproach me with 
having indulged my feelings at the expcnle ot truth. 

I muft once more repeat, that there are a great number of houfes of 
this kind in the United States, but it is not the greater number; and it 
is the greater number that I am bound to confider, when I am fpeaking 
of the ftate of commerce in America. Thefe good and fcropulous houfes 
are afflidted at the fttuation of the American trade, by which their own 
intereft is often greatly a fufferer, notwithftanding their prudent conduct. 
Their delicacy, as well as their intereft, isburt by it; but all they can do 
is to be upon their guard againft the fufpicious houfes, and to keep a 
watchful eye over all the others ; the moft honourable merchants being 
obliged to meet upon ’change, and in almoft every houfe, and often to fee 
in confidential employs, men whom private intereft, and public honour, 
ought to devote to reprobation. 

This deplorable ftate of things cannot be natural; butT muft repeat it 
again, it is the neceftary refult of enterprifes, and bf speculations rafhly 
hazarded, which are themfelves the refult of a multiplicity of bufineis of 
all kinds, that the fituation of Europe and the Weft Indies has produced, 
and of the dangerous facility afforded by the great number of banks. 

In almoft all the great towns of the United States, and particularly of 
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thofc to the northward of Baltimore, every body is a merchant; that is 
to fay, every body fpeculat.es, trades, and jobs in the ldocks. The judge 
the advocate, the phyfician, and the minilter of divine worfhip, are all 
or almoft all, more orlefs interefted in the fale of land, in the purchafe 
of goods, in that of bills of exchange, and in lending money at two or 
three per cent per month : few of them arc contented with what they 
have. . 

The merit of a man is rather too much eflimated in America by the for¬ 
tune which he is fuppofed to poffcfs ; and no body lands in this new world 
without the project of making an ample and rapid fortune; examples of 
fuccefs being fo frequent, that they hold out a great encouragement to 
thefe proje&s. The means of executing them were alfo for a long while 
great; but they are lefs fo at prefent, at lead; in this way; and avidity 
does not diminifh in the fame proportion. 

Here then are a great many fnares laid for delicacy; a great many 
reafons explanatory of the ftate of commerce in the United States, and 
the faithful account that I havejufl given of it, w ill leave no doubt of 
the truth of my affertion, that the brilliant appearance of the trade of 
the United States, and the increafe of its activity and of its exports, are 
no more than a tranfient gleam of profperity, rather pernicious than ufe- 
ful to real wealth, and to true national profperity. 

No doubt, in the midfl of all thefe evils, confiderable fortunes have 
ftarted up. Some of them have been made by prudence and indufhy; 
others are the offspring of good fortune. The cities are grown infinitely 
larger, which, in my opinion, is of itfelf a great evil: they are embel- 
lifhed ; but luxury has made its way from every quarter into the United 
States; and when the commerce of Europe refumes its level, and when 
peace fhall have reftored to every power the enjoyment of its rights, it is 
much to be feared that nothing will remain to the United States of the 
aftonifhing and momentaneous increafe of their commercial a&ivity, but 
a love of luxury, and the impoffibility of fatisfying it. 

That epoch will probably be alfo the moment of new misfortunes to 
more than one American houfe; but, as a friend to America, I beg leave 

to 





BY THE DUKE DR LA ROCHEFOUCAULT LIANCOURT, 


607 


to fay, that if fhe profit by experience, it may alfo be the epoch of her 


certain improvement, of her real profperity, and of a folid increafe of her 


commerce. She is deflined by nature for a flate of ffcrength and great- 
nefs, which nothing can prevent her from attaining, but too hafly a 
pace, which might attempt to conduct her thither without paffing 
through the neceffary gradations. 

Before I terminate this article concerning the trade of America, it re¬ 
mains to be faid, that alt commercial caufes are fubmitted, in the United 
States, to the judgment of the ordinary tribunals, confequently to a courfe 
of law which the leaft fkilful advocate can protract to the length of eigh¬ 
teen months ; and with a little more ability he may fpin it out to two or 
three years. This inconvenience is very great in commercial affairs, in 
which a difhonefl man may avail himfelf of the delay, to keep for a long 
time in his hands a capital, really the property of another, which, by re¬ 
maining unproductive the whole of that time, occafions a lofs not likely 
to be. compenfated by the damages that may be awarded to him. 

This inconvenience, however great it may be in regard to the mer¬ 
chants fettled in America, is much greater flill with refpeCl to the foreign 
traders, who fend or carry cargoes, or make eonfignments thither. The 
alternative of a merchant’s remaining feveral years in America, in order 
to enforce his claims, at a great expence, and of being thus kept at a 
diflarice from the centre of his affairs; or of being obliged to entrufl the 
management of his caufe to another, adds much to the misfortune of 
feeing himfelf deprived, during a tedious law-fuit, of the ufe of his 
money, notwithflanding the clearnefs of his cafe. It is then, that he 
feverely feels the want of thofe commercial tribunals, of thofe confular 
jurifditlories fo wifely eflablifhed in France, where the moll honourable 
and belt informed merchants are annually eleCled as judges; where the 
proceedings are free from all poffibility of chicane, and do not cofl more 
than fix dollars in expences; where the caufes apparently the moil com¬ 
plicated are decided in the fpace of three weeks; and where there are, I 
will not fay none, but very few examples at leafl, of judges accufed of 
partiality 14 their judgments, or of careleffnefs in the invefligation of 
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fad's; and where, in cafe of an appeal to the fuperior courts, the party 
in. whofe favour fentence has been pronounced, can obtain poffeffion of 
the fum awarded him, or of the effects which he claims, upon giving fe- 
eurity to return them, in cafe of a contrary judgment being pronounced 
by the court of appeal. 

DEALINGS IN LAND. 

In fpeaking generally of the trade of the United States, I mentioned 
the traffic that is carried on in land as one of its elements. This kind 
of commerce is fo peculiar to North America, that it is deferving to be 
made known, at lead in a fuccind manner. 

The traffic in land, is founded upon the confiderable mafs of land in 
the territory of the United States, in comparifon with their preferit popu¬ 
lation, and upon the probability of the augmentation of that population, 
either by its own means of reprodudion, or by foreign emigrations. This 
traffic is, like all the other branches of trade, and more than any other, 

. a traffic of fpeculation. r 

The wafte lands, and they amounted to more than four-fifths of Ame¬ 
rica, were found, at the end of the revolution, to belong to different dates, 
which, as fovereigns, have inherited this property from the fovereignty 
of the crown of England. Many of thefe lands were ftill occupied by 
Indian nations ; but a part of thofe nations had, during the war, joined 
the Englifh troops againft the United States. It was neceffary then to 
drive them back, or rather it was neceffary to drive back all the Indians, 
whofe vicinage the United States bore with impatience. Here it may 
be proper to remark, that the Indian nations, who were formerly the foie 
proprietors of the American continent, and to whofe hofpitality the efta- 
bliffiment of the Europeans is folely due, are confidered by the defeend- 
ants of the firfl colonifls, as ufurpers of the land which they ftill poffefs, 
and as only holding it by virtue Of their good will and pleafure. 

The lands granted by the kings of England befote 1/76, have, with 
fbrhe exceptions, remained in the poffeffion of thofe to whom the grant 
was made; but the quantity of thefe was infinitely final!, in proportion 
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to the mafs of the uncultivated land. The proportion of the quantities 
of thefe lands 'was not even in the ratio of the extent of territorv of each' 

J 

ft ate. The fmall ftates, particularly thofe that lie near the fca, having 
been longer inhabited, poffeffed but a fmall portion; and fome had none 
at all ; while the great ftates, thofe particularly whofe territory extended 
far into the interior of America, fuch as Georgia, the two Carolinas, Vir¬ 
ginia, Pennfylvania, the ftate of New York, Maffachufetts and New 
Hampfhire, were in pofTeffion of immenfe quantities. It was necefiary 
for thefe ftates to fell the wafte lands, in order both to afford their grow¬ 
ing population eaficr means of acquiring property, and to hold out a bait 
to foreign emigration. 

Laftly, the ftates had debts refulting from the war, which it was ne- 
ccffary to liquidate, without burdening the nation with new taxes. For 
at firft it was little able to bear them, and it was. even the intereft of the 
ftates to diminifh the exifting taxes as much as poftible, in order to ren¬ 
der fettling in their territory more advantageous and attractive. 

In the lands to be fold were comprifcd the confifcated eftates of the 
Tories, who had ferved the Englifh during the revolution. The ftates 
cannot be accufed of having enforced this law of confifcation with too 
great feverity. 

In order to bring thefe lands to fale, the ftates opened land-offices, 
where perfons who meant to purchafe received warrants or commif- 
fions to have the lands they pointed out furveyed, by the furveyor of the' 
ftate; but they were not put in pofTeffion of them, till it appeared 
that they had not yet been granted to any one, and were not to receive 
the title-deeds till they had paid the ftipulated price, and fulfilled the 
conditions impofed by the law. 

The lands occupied by the Indians were not immediately fold; but 
the ftates fold the right of pre-emption, that is to fay, the exclufive pri¬ 
vilege of purchafing thofe lands, as foon as the Indians ihduld content'-to 
fell them ; and the ftate undertook the negotiation, as foon as if fliould 
deem it poftible to fet it on foot. J • • • I* 
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6ier. 

It is not my intention to enter into a detail of the frequent alterations 
made by the ftates in their laws concerning the fale of land, and of’ the 
ftill more frequent departure from them by the land-offices themfelves; 
of their conftant negligence in the examination of the meafurement, and 
of the greater or lefs validity of the titles; in a word, of the great abufes 
of every kind which have taken, place in this branch of the adminiftation. 
To do fo, it would be ncceflary to write a particular hiftory of the laws 
and land-offices of each Hate. Suffice it to fay, that there are few 
which have acted with the ncceflary punctuality, few which have dealt 
fairly and honourably, and few which have ffiewn the attention which 
we-have a right to expett from every public adminiftration. 

The lands were offered to fale to any one who wiflied to purchafe 
them. 

A certain quantity was given to the troops employed during the war. 

Several other large portions were put up to fale by the commiffioncrs. 

Families, either foreigners or Americans, bought fmall parcels, with a 
view of fettling. 

But the Hates, more taken up with die deflrc of obtaining the money, 
of which they flood in need, than of that of fpeedily covering thofe lands 
with cultivators-; and.thinking, befides, that great proprietors would be 
excited by their, intereft to parcel them out with more promptitude than 
a Hate could do, readily contented to fell them in large mafles, inoppofi- 
tion to.the law which,, in many of the ftates, limited the number, ol 
acres that would be. fold to any one perfon.to five or fix hundred. 

This regulation has been evaded in the ftates in which it exified, by 
felling great quantities of land to the fame perfons under different names,, 
and by making out as many contracts of fale, under thefe fictitious names, 
as the quantity, of land fold contained lots of the extent fpecified in the 
law. 

Almoft all thefe contracts of fale aho contained a cla-ufe, by which the 
purchafer was required to cultivate, or caufe to be cultivated, a certain 
quantity of acres per lot, within a given time; and the penalty of dif- 
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pofloffion was pronounced agamft any one who fhould neglcH to fulfil 
this condition. It is eafy to conceive that this condition, fo difficult to 
comply with in great bargains has been frequently evaded. 

It was then that the great fpeculations began, land being purchafable 
of all the Hates at a ver^ low price. The Hates were inundated with 
paper-money, peculiar to each, and all in a Hate of depreciation. The 
periods ot payment occurred at diHant intervals. The increase of popu¬ 
lation, emigration, and the clearing of the land, promifed a great and 
fpeedy rife in the value of thefc lands. The fpirit of fpeculation then 
laid hold of every clafs of the inhabitants of America. This was at the 
time of the new fyffem of finance, when fo many eonfiderable fortunes 
were made by jobbing in the certificates of the American debt. The 
legiflatures of the Hate, fome of them at leaH, gave Hill greater encou¬ 
ragement to the fale of their lands, by ordering that certain kinds of the 
depreciated paper ffiould be taken in payment of the purchafe ; a regula¬ 
tion which gave rife to eonfiderable malverfations. The members who 
compofe thefe legiflatures, were often feen to confult their private in- 
terefls in thefe operations of finance. 

At that time., as I have jufl faid, the Hates were inundated with paper 
money of different kinds, the fruit of the misfortunes of the war, and of 
the diHrefs which had been its confequencc. They were all of them at 
a difcount. One day, for inHance, the legiflature declared, that after a 
certain delay, generally very fhort, fuch paper would not be. received in 
payment; and fome time after, a little before the expiration of that de¬ 
lay, it announced the fale of a certain quantity of land, in payment of 
which the proferibed paper would have a right to be prefented. The 
members who were in the fecret of this manoeuvre, or their friends, 
bought up this paper-money at the time of its profeription, that is to 
fay, at its lowcH price. They then prefented themfelves at the fale as 
ioon as it began, and very often in twenty-four hours the purchafe was 
completed. 

By thefe means many ipeculators acquired land, with a real value of 
two or three cents or hundredth parts of a dollar per acre, payable in fix. or 
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eight years, with a diicount from the treafury of the ftate, according to 
the value at which the land was rated by the law, in cafe the payments 
were made before they became due. 

Thefe malverfations did not take place in all the ftates ; but in all, the 
purchafe of land, and ot rights of pre-emptions, was made at i very low 
price, from the very firft moments of the opening ot the land-offices. 

Thefe lands then became an article of trade. Agents were fent to 
Europe to propofe the tale of them; and Europe was filled wita the moft 
* pompous defcriptions and the moft complete maps of lands which were 
often unknown to their proprietor, and even to every one elfe. 

Several great fales, effedted in England, upon advantageous terms, 
raifed the price of thefe lands, increafed the confidence of the (peculators, 
added to their numbers, and extended their fpeculations. Tie opinion 
of an immenfe migration, to which the trench revolution, anc the fitua- 
tion of Europe, gave rife, confpired to give confidence to tlrfe (pecu¬ 
lators; and every one engaged the more eagerly in this kind of fpecula- 
tion, as the periods of the payments to be made to the ftates were always 
long; as ftill longer delays were obtained without much difficulty; and 
as the lands in queftion were as yet exempt from all taxes. 

The.fecond fellers, frequently granted very advantageous coiditions ot 
payment, and yet fold at a tolerably low price. In the ftate of Pennfyl- 
vania, and in that of Maryland, every foreigner could buy and foffefs land 

as well as ^citizen. - 

In feme others, in which the law did not allow this privlege to fo¬ 
reigners, it gave the legiflature the right of permitting it; and that per- 
miffion was eaftlv obtained. 

in all, a foreigner might hold land in the name of an inhabitant; and 
the great intereft that the ftates had in felling, and in bringing foreign 
capitals into their territory, gave great fecunty to this borrowed right of 

polTeffion. ^ 

The United States were in the enjoyment of great commercial proi- 

perity. Nothing fcemed likely to difturb their tranquillity : and a great 

number of Europeans, feduced by the fudden mcreafe of tie value of 

American 
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American lands, faw, in the facrifice which they made of a few thoufand 
dollars in the purchaie oi thole lands, a four-lold or ten-fold augmenta¬ 
tion ol their capitals in a very fmall number of years. 

The fpeculators in land who hold a great quantity, have different 
means of turning them to account. 

1 . By felling them in large parcels to men of fortune in Europe, or 
America. 

felling them in fmall parcels to families, who mean to fettle 
upon them. 

3 . By preferving them, till time, and a diminution of the quantity of 
this fort of merchandize, have railed the value of it to a price anfwerable 
to their expe< 5 lations. 

The fir 11 of thele means is that which is moll generally defired: it is 
that on account of which fo many agents were fent to Europe ; fuch 
great advantages held out to thole who lhould procure purchalers ; and 
fo many fi&ions invented. A great quantity of land was fold in this 
manner. In making bargains of this kind, as well as in all others, the 
buyer and feller endeavoured to make the moll advantageous conditions. 
The period's of payment are generally Ihort; at leall a large part of the 
purchafe-money is paid down at the conclufion of the bargain. The 
conditions impofed by the Hates in the contracts of fale are binding upon 
the new purchafer; but very often the old purchafer remains refponfible, 
in cafe of their not being fulfilled by the new one. The new purchafers 
become fpeculators themfelves; and in order to turn their new property 
to account, have recourfe to the fame means that were employed by 
thofe of whom they bought it. 

Land is fold in fmall parcels in feveral ways. 

Either ou: and out for ready money ; although this mode of fale is not 
unfrequent, it is not the moll common. 

Or out and out, but to be paid for by inllalments; in which cafe the 
latter does n:>t deliver the title-deeds till after the purchafe -money is en¬ 
tirely paid ; and retains a right of ejecting the new' fettler from his land, 
if the conditions of payment, and all others appertaining to the bargain, 
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(which generally- confifts of an obligation to clear a certain number of 
acres) be not fulfilled. Sometimes the feller only requires a linall part 
of the price of the land in ready money; and the land remains fubjedt 
to a perpetual rent, payable in money or in produce, which the purcha¬ 
ser is not always at liberty to redeem. 

Sometimes he fells, or rather he alienates, only for a certain number of 
years—for inftance, twelve or fifteen ; and in moft of thefe bargains the 
purchafer binds himfelf to perform a certain number of days’ work in 
perfon, at the requeft of the feller; to clear annually a certain number of 
acres, or to build houfes ; and all thefe improvements revert to the feller, 
when the term of years for which the bargain was made is expired. I 
fhall here remark, by the way, that this kind of fale for a limited time, 
or for an annual rent, may give great proprietors an influence in the elec¬ 
tions of the legislature, in a country as yet not very rich, and where every 
body is an elector. It is accordingly acknowledged that it does give fuch 
influence, and it is known that fuch or fuch a perfon can difpofe of fo 
many feats in the legiflature of his ftate. 

As yet, however, thefe examples are not frequent. Almoft all the 
great landed proprietors endeavour to get feme purchafers of fmall lots to 
fettle upon their eftates; becaufe, by clearing feme portions of it they 
enhance the value, of the reft. 

The third mean, that of waiting till time has raifed the price of land, 
is the rcfource of great proprietors, who have not been able to employ the 
two others. With feme, however, it is a mere calculation; a calculation 
fe much the more dangerous, as the ambition of the proprietor increafes 
with the rife in the price, in cafe fuch a rife take place ; and as that rife 
is far from being certain, and as there is already a number of examples of 
proprietors who, in the following year, would have been glad to fell at 
the price that they had refufed the year, before. They are, however, not 
the more inclined to take the price that is then offered them, becaufe it 
is lower ; they rather wilh to wait for the price which they have refufed. 
This is the way in which every kind of fpeculation is in general con • 
/lucted. A great profit does not fuffice, w hen we flatter ourfelves that 
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wc (hall obtain a greater ftill. We arc but too apt to flatter ourfelves; 
and it iomctimcs happens that at laft we obtain nothing at all. 

Speculations in land have been the means of making great fortunes in 

* mCflCa ’ bllt thc y have occafioned more diftrefs, total ruin, and 
great and difaftrous bankruptcies, than, any other kind. Of this there 
are fome remarkable examples, among an infinite number of others of 
lefs note, but not lefs certain. For prudence has no more been the guide 
of thefe fpcculators than of others; nor are there any which have beem 
more generally adopted, nor which have been a greater fourcc of decep¬ 
tion. The lands in America are alfo the branch of trade which has given: 
occafion to the greateft number of law-fuits ; as well on account of the 
titles as of the limits, and of the fulfilment of the conditions of fale. 

The moft certain, as well as the moft advantageous means of deriving 
profit from a great extent of new land in America, is, for the purchafer to • 
begin clearing it of himfelf; to attract inhabitants as fpeedily as poflible,, 
by giving them, at a low rate, and even for nothing, if neceflary, a num¬ 
ber of acres fufficient for the maintenance of their family; to eredl mills, 
make bridges and roads; to build houfes even; and to encourage, in every 
way, the efforts of the new fettlers ; in fhort, to make confiderable facrir- 
fices in the firft inftance. 

There is no example of thefe firft facrifices, when- made with intelli¬ 
gence, and- to a fuitable extent, not having rapidly increafed the value of 
the land referved by the proprietor, and fpeedily enriched him, by attraft- 
ing great numbers of emigrants from other countries. Many of thefe 
brilliant fuccefles may be quoted ; and among them that of the Dutch 
company, which,is fkilfully directed by a IVfr. Casenore; but no one's 
fuccefs has been more complete, than that of Captain.Williamfon in the 
Genefiee. 

This honourable and fate manner of deriving advantage from the pof- 
feflion of a great quantity of new land, requires indeed a command of 
money ; and there are very few fpeeulators in land who have any. Thofe 
who have, are not inclined to withdraw it from the bufrnefs of ftock- 
jobbing, from which they get. a return .three or four times a year, with 
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great profits; but more commonly they have none. Very often, indeed, 
thefe fpeculations are carried on without the fmalleft capital; or elfe by 
merchants, fhopkeepers, and workmen, who have occafion lor their 
money m trade ; for, as I faid before, every body deals in land. 

Thefe means are, however, becoming more neceflary than they have 
been hitherto, ffhc buying ol land is no longer fo much tnc lalhion , 
and the commodity abounds the more in the market, in proportion as 
commercial operations are lefs fuccefsful, and as private fortunes are de¬ 
cayed. The numerous deceptions which the Europeans have expe¬ 
rienced in the purchafe of American lands, have brought them into great 
diferedit in Europe. France advances much more rapidly than was fup- 
pofed to be poffible, towards a ftate of complete tranquillity, which muft 
make it once more a comfortable abode. The derangement ot many 
French fortunes by means of the revolution, will bring a great number of 
eftates to fale. Commerce and the manufactures will alfo afford great 
and advantageous room for foreign capitals. It will be the fame fucccl- 
fively, with the other European States, if they are doomed to experience 
the mifehiefs of a revolution ; and if fome European capitalifts fliould 
think that a part of their fortune would be laid out with more fafety 
beyond the Atlantic than elfewhere, they would probably prefer the 
veiling of it in the American funds to the purchafe ot dillant lands. 
For every one in Europe muff, now be aware, that no man fliould now- 
buy land in America till it has been infpe&ed by himfelf, or by fome of 
his particular friends. 

The quantity of land upon fale in the United States is immenfe. Tran¬ 
quillity is not fo completely eftabliflied there as it appeared to be two 
vears ago. It is threatened on more fides than one. I he f pirit of de¬ 
mocracy has made as great and as rapid progrefs in the country, as the 
•fpirit of ariftocracy has in the towns. Although the proportion of pro¬ 
prietors is incomparably greater there than in any part of Europe, there 
.exifls a certain number of non-proprietors; and every body thinks he 
•has a right to have an eftate. The murmurs againfl the poffeffors of 
a. great number of acres of land, which they keep in their own hands, 
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tdl they think they can get a fufficicnt price, and thus put the purchafe 

° Xt bcyond the reach of thefc non-proprietors, begin to be fomewhat 
violent; for every body knows the low price which thefe poffeffors of 
great mafles of land originally paid for them. Many families fettle 
without title or permiihon upon thefe large properties, and their number 
fometimes renders it very difficult to ejeft them. The judgments of the 
tribunals which orders them off the land, cannot often be put in execu¬ 
tion, becaule public opinion begins to be very ftrong againft the holding 

° f fuch lar S e tracds ot land > which is already called a monopoly. I could 
quote feveral examples of this; but it is not my purpofe here to enter 
mto particulars. Although many members of the legiflature are them- 
felves great landholders, the legiflatures can no longer prolong the periods 
of payment, and alter the conditions of fale. In many ftates, the un¬ 
cultivated land begins to be already fubjeft to taxes ; as yet indeed they 
are taxed very low ; but the time approaches when thofe taxes will in- 
creafe, and when the legiflatures, perceiving that it is the intereft of their 
ftate to attract thither a greater population, will find, perhaps, that it is 
good policy to raife the taxes even higher than that of the cultivated 
land, till a certain proportion of their extent at leaf!: is cleared, in order 
to render the poffeffion of thefe lands burthenfome to thofe who keep 
too great a quantity in their hands, and thus to make it their own in¬ 
tereft fpeedily to parcel them out. All thefe circumftances render it 
more neceffary than ever for the great holders of land to take the 
fpeedieft means of turning it to account, and muft confequently tend to 
difeourage this kind of fpeculation. 

This ftate of things is, no doubt, an unfortunate one for the fpecula- 
tors in land, and for thofe who poffefs great mafles of it. Hence pro¬ 
bably many of them will find themfelves deceived in their calculations, 
and many oi their fortunes will be deranged. But this is nothing in 
comparifon with the national profperity that will refult from the clear¬ 
ing and occupying of the uncultivated and defert lands, whether the 
fettlers have bought them of the proprietors, or whether they have 
ufurped the poffeffion of them. 
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The land in America is in general good, and only requires to be tilled 
to afford an ample produce. The population increafes, as has already 
been feen, in an almolt incredible proportion ; and the people in Ame¬ 
rica are not deterred from the clearing of waftc land, either by attach¬ 
ment to their natal foil, by the greatnefs of the diftance, or, in ihort, 
by any difficulty whatever. The federal government of the United 
States, or, more properly fpeaking, the Union, poffieffes alfo in the Wef- 
tern Territory, north of the Ohio, a quantity of land which is fuppofed to 
amount to ten or twelve millions of acres. The congrefs, in May 1796, 
ordered thefe lands to be furveyed, and divided into townffiips of fix 
miles fquare each. One half of thefe townffiips are to be alternately 
divided into fections, containing each about fix hundred and forty acres; 
and then the whole is to be fold by townffiips or by fections. This fale 
is to be fuperintended by the governor and fecretary of the weftern ter¬ 
ritory. 

Seven rows of townffiips at a little diftance from Pittffiurgh, in the 
fame territory, had been furveyed by order of the old congrefs, which had 
alfo ordered the fale of them; but it had only been effected in part. The 
congrefs by the fame law of 1706, ordered this land alfo to be fold, under 
the direction of the fecretary of the treafury, who fixed the loweft price 
at two dollars per acre. It was to be fold by auction ; a depofit of fifty 
per cent was to be made within thirty days after the purchafe, and the 
other fifty a year after, under the penalty of difpofleffion, in regard to 
fuch purchafers as did not fulfil thefe conditions. In requiring fo fpeedy 
a payment for thefe lands, and in keeping them at fo high a price, the 
intentions of the congrefs were to render great (peculations more difficult. 
But, by a report the fecretary of the treafury made at the end of laft 
January, it appears that this condition, and the price fixed by the con¬ 
grefs, kept away a great many purchafers,, fince no more than forty- 
nine thoufand, acres, out of about fix hundred and eighty thoufand, had 
been fold, and the feven rows of townffiips, with the fale of which he 
was charged. The congrefs, however, made no change in.- the law of 

the preceding year, except by allowing flock to be taken in payment of 
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thefc lands at its current value at the time of the purchafe. But it did 
not diminilh the fixed price, nor enlarge the time of payment; and it 
a&ed wifely. The finenefs of the country, the goodnefs of the land, the 
mildnefs of the climate, and the facility of communication, leave no 
doubt but that they will be fettled in no great fpace of time. The na¬ 
tural emigration from the northern ftates, w hich are the moft populous 
of all, conftantly take a weftern dire&ion. It is impoffible to afeertain 
what is the annual number of emigrants who pafs the. Alleghany Moun¬ 
tains ; in fome years it had amounted to thirty thoufand fouls; and I 
have heard it eftimated at an average at fifteen thoufand a year, but 
without any certain data being aftigned. However this may be, it is 
confidcrable, and w’ill become much more lo, in proportion to the in- 
creafing population of the United States. 

The greater number of thefe emigrants have hitherto directed their 
ffeps to Kentucky, and to the Tenneffee country; but fome always re¬ 
main in Pennfylvania, and a great many already proceed to the Wef- 
tern Territory, where the land will increafe, in proportion as the In¬ 
dians are obliged, by the approach of the whites, to abandon the ter¬ 
ritory which they ftill occupy, and which the United States will not fail 
to purchafe; 

It is poffible, and even probable, that the congrefs will be obliged to 
give the purchafers of thefe lands more time for payment. It will be a 
refource of great importance for the diminution of the national debt, to 
which it is irrevocably deftined ; and perhaps at a period not very diftant, 
the Weftern Territory will be the moft populous, the beft cultivated, and 
one of the moft important ftates of the Union. 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The inftitution which gives the prefident of the United States the 
chief command of the forces by land and fea, as well as of the militia of 
the different ftates, when employed in the fervice of the confederacy, 
referves to the cbtlgrefs the power of making laws for the adfniniftratioh 
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and difcipline of the forces by land and fea; that of employing the ne- 
cdiary means for the embodying of the militia; for the purpofe of put¬ 
ting in execution the laws of the Union i reprcflmg mfuireftions, and 
repelling incurfions; has alfo the power of regulating the organization, 
arming, and difcipline ot the militia, and the conduct of fuch part ot the 
militia as is employed in the fervice of the United States, leaving to each 
of the ftates the appointment of officers, and the training of this militia, 
in conformity to the rules of difcipline preferibed by the congrefs. 

A law of the 1 3th of May 1 7Q0 has fixed the military eftabliffiment 
of the United States, and revoked all thofe previoufly made upon that 
fubjccl. 

It is compofed of a body of artillery and engineers, of two companies 
of light dragoons, who are to ferve on foot or on horfeback, according to 
the will of the prefident, and of four regiments ot infantry. 

The corps of artillery and of engineers, confffiing of feven hundred 
and fixty-four men, is divided into four battalions, and each battalion 
into four companies. Each company is commanded by a captain, two 
lieutenants, and two cadets ; each battalion by a major; and the whole 
corps by a lieutenant-colonel, who has an adjutant-general under him. 

Each company of dragoons is compofed of fifty-two privates, eleven 
ferjeants, corporals, faddlers, farriers, and trumpeters; and is commanded 
by a captain, tw r o lieutenants, and a cornet. 

The ffcaff of each regiment of infantry is compofed of a lieutenant- 
colonel, two majors, an adjutant, a pay-mafter, a quarter-mafter, a fur- 
geon, and two affiftant-furgeons. 

Each company is commanded by a captain, a lieutenant, and an ci\r 
fign, and is compofed offixty-two ferjeants, corporals, foldiers, andmu- 

ficians. 

The army confecjuently confifts of two thoufand fe\en hundred and 
feventy-four ferjeants, muficians, foldiers, dragoons, and artilleiy-men. 

According to the above law, the ftaff of the army was compofed of a 
major-general, with two aides-de-camp , a brigadier-general, and a major 
of brigade; but this part of the law was repealed on the 3d of May 
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17Q7, and the ftaffis reduced to a brigadier-general, a major of brigade, 
and an mfpeeftor, both chofen by the brigadier-general from among the 
captains, and other officers of the army; a judge-advocate ; a quarter- 
mallier, and a paymafter-general; which laft,. as well as the aids-de- 

camp, is chofen by the brigadier-general from among the officers of the 
army. 

The pay of the army confifts of money and provifions. 

The brigadier-general receives a hundred and four dollars per month, 
and twelve rations a day. 

The brigade-major, the infpe&or, the judge-advocate, the quarter- 
matter, the treafurer, and the aids-de-camp, twenty-four dollars and four 
rations, befides their pay as officers in the line. 

heutenant-colonels commandant, fixty-five dollars and five ra—' 

tions. 

The majors of artillery, fifty-five dollars and five rations. 

1 he majors of infantry, fifty dollars and five rations. 

The captains, forty dollars and three rations. 

The lieutenants, thirty dollars; the enfigns and cornets, twenty-five 
dollars; and each three rations. 

The furgeons, forty-five dollars and three rations. 

The affiftant furgeons, thirty dollars and two rations. 

The pay matters, quartermafters, and adjutants of regiments, who may 
alfo be taken from among the officers of the line, receive, independently 
of their pay as officers of the line, ten dollars a month. 

The brigadier-general, when he is commander in chief, and all the 
officers detached on particular commands, receive double the rations 
which are allowed for their rank when they are not in command. 

The ferjeant-major, and the quartermafter-ferjeant, receive eight dol¬ 
lars per month. 

The mafter of the band, and the other ferjeants, feven dollars. 

The corporals, fix. 

The muficians, five. 

The privates, four. 
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The workmen attached to the regiment, nine. 

The nnrfes to the hofpital, eight. 

All receive only one ration. 

The ration confitis of a pound of beef, or three-quarters of a pound of 
pork, a pound of bread or flour, half a gill of rum, brandy, or whilky ; 
and of a quarter of a pound of fait, a quart of vinegar, two pounds of 
foap, and a pound of candles, to be divided between every hundred ra¬ 
tions. 

The rations are either furnithed in kind, or paid in money, according 
to the common price of the articles in the country where the troops are 
quartered. 

Forage is alfo paid in money to thofe officers who are entitled to it 
by law; but at a fixed price, which is fixteen dollars per month for the 
brigadier-general; twelve for the quartermatfer, infpedtor, treafurer, and 
lieutenant-colonels; ten for the majors and aides-de-camp; eight for the 
captains of dragoons; lix for the lieutenants and cornets; ten for the 
furgeon; fix for the affiftant-furgeons, adjutants, and quartermalfer of 
the regiment. 

The ferjeants, corporals, muficians, and privates, are, independently ot 
their pay and of the ration, each to be furnithed annually with a hat, a 
wailfcoat, four pair of pantaloons (two ot woollen, two of linen), tour 
pair of Ihoes, four thirts, four pair of halt tlockings, a blanket, a tlock 
with a clafp, and a pair of thoe-buckles. 

They are enlitfed for five years, and they receive a bounty of fixteen 
dollars, four of which only are paid them till they join the regiment. 

Officers employed on the recruiting tervice receive two dollars for every 
man they enlift. 

Deleters arc punithed by a fine of twenty dollars, and condemned to 
ferve a new and complete term of enhtlment from the day of their ten- 
tence. Perfons who either conceal or affift them in delerting, are 
punitliable by a fine of thirty dollars, and brought to trial before the 
common courts of jutfice. 

The military are tried by courts-martial, the fentence of which mult 
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be approved by the prefident of the United States. Every officer or 
io ter,on entering into the fervice, takes and figns the oath of allegiance 
to t e nited States, and of obedience to the prefident, and to his offi¬ 
cers, according to the rules and difeipline of war. 

The law, having for its objed to eftabliffi an uniform militia through¬ 
out the whole extent of the United States, was enaded in the month of 
May 1702. It declared every male and free inhabitant of the United 
States, from the age of eighteen to that of forty-five, liable to ferve; ex¬ 
cepting all public officers; all perfons employed in the fervice of the 
poft-offi.ee, and in that of the ferries acrofs the rivers; feamen in adive 

fervice, and ail thofe who may be exempted by the laws of particular 
ftates. 

The fame law direds the militia to be formed into divifions, brigades, 
regiments, and companies. It regulates the number of officers in each 
of thefe divifions; prefenbes the formation of a company of grenadiers 
per battalion, and of one of artillery and another of cavalry per divifion. 
Thefe two companies are to be compofed of volunteers, clothed and 
mounted at their own expence. Each militia-man mull alfo be armed 
at his own cod. 

An adjutant-general for every county mull keep a roll of this militia, 
and of the date of its equipment. 

An infpedor for every brigade is charged with the difeipline of the 
militia at the time it is embodied ; but the w T hole is fubordinate to the 
governor of the date. 

A law, of January lfg5, fixes the pay of the militia called out for the 
fervice of the date. It includes the expence of cloathing, with which, 
the militia-men are fuppofed to have provided themfelves. A ferjeant- 
majoi has nine dollars a month; a corporal, mufician, or drummer, 
eight dollars thirty-three cents ; a workman, eight dollars; and a private,' 
fix dollars fixty-fix cents. The officers, ferjeants, and privates of the ca¬ 
valry, receive forty cents per day for the remount of their horfe, and 
twenty-five cents for its keep. The rations of the militia are the fame 
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as thole of the troops of the line. The officers of the militia receive the 
fame' quantity, and have alfo the fame pay as officers in the line. 

Another law, of the 28th of February of the fame year, authorifes 
the prefident of the United States, in cafe of a threatened invafion on the 
part of any foreign power, or of the Indians ; or in cafe of an infurre<5Hon 
in the territory of the United States, or of a concerted difobedience to 
the laws of the Union, to call out the militia of one or more Hates, in 
fuch proportion and number as he ffiall think proper. In the firfl ot 
thefe cafes, the prefident fends his orders direHly to the fuperior officers 
or individuals commanding the militia corps that he wifhes to march.. 
In the others, he mull addrefs himfelf to the legiflature of the Hates, il 
they are affemblcd ; or, if not, to their executive power. 

The militia called out into adlual fervicc on account of the United 
States, are fubjebt to the fame regulations as the army; but no individual 
can be compelled to ferve longer than three months from the day on 
which he prefented himfelf at the place of alfembly. 

Courts-martial to try officers or foldiers oi the militia mull be com- 
poled of their own officers. Among the offences of which a militia-man 
may be guilty, is dilbbedience to the orders ol the prefident, which is 
punilhed by a fine, not exceeding a year ol the delinquent s pay, nor lefs 
than a month’s. Confinement is the puniffiment of non-payment ot 
fines, which are the only penalties of breaches of difeipline. 

Although all the militia are bound by the law to provide themfelves 
with arms at their own expence, and though they are fubje<H to a fine il 
they do not, the greater number is generally unprovided when the militia 
is to be affembled, and particularly when called out fuddenly upon a<ftual 
fervice. The different ftates, therefore, are now taking meafures to 
have arms in flore for fuch men as want them at the moment when the 
ftate has occafion for their fervices. But in fome Hates they have hardly 
begun to procure a fupply; in all they are tardy in doing fo; and in none 
is the number complete. The Union has alfo arfenals to fupply the de¬ 
ficiency of thofe of the Hates, when the militia is called out upon its 
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fervice. Thcfe arfenals ought to contain one hundred thoufand Hands 
ot arms, but do not contain fifteen thoufand fit for fervice. Every year 
new ones are purchafed ; but every time alfo that thefe arms are given to 
the militia-men, who ought to return them as foon as the time of their 
fervice is expired, as well as the reft ot their accoutrements, under penalty 
of a fine equal to the value of their arms, or of fuch part of them as may 
have been left, not a third of them is brought back to the arfenal. 

The fortifications are another branch of the war department; that is 
to fay, thofe eredled by the Union ; but it never erefts any, except in 
places where the land is entirely given up to it by the ftate to which it 
belongs. Many of the ftates, as has already been fieen, are averfe to this 
ceffion; and in that cafe, if they wifh for fortifications, they can only 
have them at their own expence. Thofe which the Union erefts and 
keeps up are few, and almoft all incomplete. Good engineers being fcarce, 
the Americans are obliged to employ fueh as they can get, who are gene¬ 
rally foreigners who do not half underftand their bufinefs, and who are 
generally more attentive to their own intereft than that of the United 
States. Great plans are drawn; the works are begun at great expence ; 
there is a want of money the following year; and the fortifications are 
either entirely relinquifhed, or reduced to fo fmall a fcale, that they are 
either good for nothing or at leaft defe&ive, fo that the money fpent the 
preceding year may be faid to be thrown aw 7 ay. 

Portland, in the province of Main ; Portfmouth, in New Iiampfhire ; 
Gloucefter, Salem, Marblehead, in theMaffachufets ; Newport, in Rhode 
Ifland ; New York, in the ftate of New York ; Mud-Ifland, near Phila¬ 
delphia ; Baltimore, in Maryland; Norfolk, in Virginia; Oftecock and 
Wilmington, in North Carolina; George-town, in South Carolina ; Sa¬ 
vannah and St. Mary, in Georgia, are the only places to be found in the 
lift of the fortifications of the United States; and he who has leen them 
all with his own eyes, knows that very few of them are to remain there. 

Governor’s Ifland, near New York; Sullivan’s Ifland, near Charlef- 
ton ; and Caftle Ifland, near Bofton, were to have been fortified by the 
Union ; but the ftates to which they belong refufe to give up the fove- 
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reignty of the land; whence it happens that places which it is of fo much 
confequence to fortify, are not fortified, or at leaf!; very incompletely. 
This is attended with danger, not only to the date which refufes the cef- 
lion of its land, but alio to the Union in general, fince the entrance of a 
principal point not being completely defended, its territory is laid open; 
and fince it is evident that there are no fure means of defending a coun¬ 
try, except thofe which are the refult of a whole fyftem, calculated to em¬ 
brace its totality as well as its feparate parts; now no fuch a fyftem exifts 
in the United States. 

The navy is alfo with them a branch of the war department. This 
navy has as yet no exiftence. In 1/94, the commerce of tne United 
States being attacked by the Algerines, the oongrefs paffed a law, autho¬ 
rizing the prefident to purchafe or caufe to be built, four frigates of forty- 
four guns, and two of thirty-fix. It regulated the number of officers, 
failors and foldiers, with which thefe frigates were to be manned, and the 
pay of their crews. That of the failors, fays the law, is not to exceed 
twenty-feven dollars a month, independently of their allowance, and this 
high pay was neceffary on account of the ftill higher wages.given at that 
time to failors employed in the merchant fervice. The congrefs granted 
the prefident fix hundred and eighty-eight thoufand eight hundred and 
eighty-eight dollars for the expences of the conftru£tion or purchafe of 
thefe {hips. The fame law enacted, that if the United-States made peace 
with the Algerines, the armament was to inftantly ceafe. 

In 1796 , peace being made with this piratical power, another law of 
the congrefs authorized the prefident to complete the conftruftion only 
of two frigates of forty-four guns, and of one of thirty-fix, directing that 
the materials in ftore, which had been deftined for the conftru&ion of 
the three others, fliould be preferved, if it could be done without fear of 
their decaying, or otherwife, that they fhould be fold. 

It applied to the completion of thefe three frigates, part of the fix 
hundred and eighty-eight thoufand eight hundred and eighty-eight dol¬ 
lars voted for the conftrudion of the fix, and which had not yet been 
expended, and eighty thoufand dollars more, alfo voted in 179 ^, at the 
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time when America was apprehensive of war with England, in order to 

pure afe and equip ten fmalt veflels, for the defence of the coafls of the 
United States. 

In the laft feffion but one, and at the beginning of 1797 , the eongrefs 
again granted for this fame fervice one hundred and feventy-two thou- 
and dollars, and ten thoufand dollars more for the pay of the captains. 

In the laft feffion, in May 179 ;, one hundred and ninety-feven tho’u- 
land fix hundred and thirty-fix dollars were demanded, and granted, in 
order to complete this armament. 

According to the eftimate of the fecretary at war, the value of the 
materials preferred of the frigates that had been begun, and counter¬ 
manded, as w r ell as of thofe in {tore, amounted to one hundred and thirty- 
five thoufand eight hundred and feventy-four dollars; which makes the 
total expence of the conltruCtion and equipment of thefe three frigates 
one million twelve thoufand fix hundred and fifty dollars, or eight thou¬ 
fand one hundred and fixty-fix dollars per gun. 

< v This enormous price is owing; 

To the neceffity of going as far as Georgia to fell the timber, for which 
purpofe the government thought it advifable to fend carpenters from the 
northern Hates. • : • , 

To the tardinefs with which ftipplies of it were provided, infomuch 
that the frigates being laid down, materials were wanting to go on with 
them. They were expeded from day to day, and it was often neceflary 
to pay the ihipwrights for whole months, without their having any work; 
for it would have been difficult to procure others, had thefe been difiniffed* 
And above all, to the want of economy in the .ufe of the materials, to 
the want of fuperintendance and forefight, which every where prevails in 
the expences of the war department of the United States; for it is evi¬ 
dent, that with more care and regularity, and better management, the 
frigates might have been built at more than a third lefs expence. The 
pay, the victualling and annual repairs of thefe three frigates are eflimated 
at three hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. It mult be confefled that it 
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is a very expenfive piece of parade. For what kind of a navy of the Union 
of fixteen Hates is that which is compofed of only three frigates ? 

In this enormous expence, of upwards of a million of dollars, for the 
confirmation of thefe three frigates, the expence occafxoned by that which 
the United States give to the Dey of Algiers, by a fecret article of the treaty, 
is not included. She will coll: about a hundred thoufand dollars, being 
only of thirty-two guns, not being built of cedar and live oak like the 
other three, and being better attended to during her conftrudtion. 

The department of the Indians is alfb one of the branches of the war 
department. It is with the iecretary at w r ar, that the agents employed 
among the Indians correfpond, and it is by him that are tranfmitted the 
aid granted them, by virtue of a treaty with the United States, or the 
prefents made them by the Union. Thefe expences, annually, amount 
to a hundred thoufand dollars. 

The expences of the war department are defrayed by fums w hich the 
congrefs votes every year for that purpofe, according to the eflimate that 
is prefented to them by the fecretary of the treafury, who himfelf receives 
it from the focretary at war. 

Sometimes the grant of money for the expences of the war department, 
is made by a particular aid; fometimes it is included in the fame a£t 
which grants all the fums deemed necefTary for the total expence of the 
government. But the fums appropriated to the war department are al¬ 
ways diHinHly fpecified for each article of which they are compofed; the 
pay of the troops, provifions, forage, clothing, equipment of the cavalry, 
purchafe of horfes, hofpitals, artillery, expence of offices, Indians, expencc 
of the frontiers, falaries, military penfions, fupply of magazines, purchafe 
of ammunition, naval armaments, &c. &c. 

The fums deflined to this department were, in 1 789, one hundred and 
thirty-feven thoufand dollars ; in 1790, one hundred and ninety-four thou¬ 
fand one hundred and forty-f6ur; in 1791, fix hundred and fifteen thoufand 
four hundred and twenty-one ; in 1792, one million one hundred andfe- 
venteen thoufand five hundred and twenty-fix; in 1 793 , one million one 
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and fixtj-eight thoufand three hundred and feventy-five; in 
i;e 4 two m.Ihon three hundred and fixty-two thoufand one hundred 

fix h T a m 795 / lW ° m '" i0n fil hundred and 'htrty-five thoufand 

fcven f 3 "! 1 C ' S y ; " X ^ ° ne miUi ° n f ° Ur hundred and tWrty- 
feven thoufand one hundred; and in 179;. one million five hundred 

" lrt - V ‘ feVCU t ,oufand mne hundred and thirty-two dollars. 

he great increafe of the war expences for the years x ?94 and I 7 05 

ft t m t e P ‘ tttbUrg eXpedit ‘° n ' ° f Which [ % a few words' 

and which coft near twelve hundred thoufand dollars. 

In this application of fifteen hundred and thirty-feven thoufand nine 

undred and thirty-one dollars to the expences of the war department, in 

/->/, upwards of a million were deftined for the real and cffeflive ex- 

r o r S ° 'mu ,St ° fay " pay ’ P rov *Itons, forage, purchafe of 

horfes, and hofp.tals The fortifications are cftimated at only twenty-four 

thoufand dollars, and yet the army is compofed of only two thoufand fe- 
ven hundred and feventy-four men. There are no corps of militia to be 
fupported ; for the films voted in the laftMay feffion, in confequenee of 
the fears that were entertained of a war, are not comprehended in this 
eftimate ; nor even the falaries of the fecretary at war, and of his clerks, 
which are always included among the expences of the civil lift. 

The known probity of thofe who have been placed at the head of this 
epartment, renders all fufpicion of their infidelity impoffible; and bc- 
fides, the manner in which the difburfements are made, the formalities 
obferved in the lffue of the public money, which can only be drawn for 
by bills expreffive of the cafe to which it is to be applied, preclude all 
means of malverfation, at leaft to any confiderable amount But upon 
comparing the exceflive expences of the war department with the weak- 
nefs of the army, the bad ftate of the fortifications, and the finall refult 
of thefe great difburfements, we cannot be aftonifhed at often hearing 
a great want of intelligence and order imputed to the war department. 

In congrefs the fecretaries of war have often been reproached with con- 
fidering the fums allotted to their department as a total of which they 
might difpofe for the different articles of expenditure, without limiting 
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the expences of each of them to the fums fpecially voted for that purpofe; 
with expending, for inflance, more or lefs for the fortifications than the 
fum particularly deftined for their erection or repair; with applying to 
the hofpitals, clothing, victualling, or any other article of this department, 
the furplus arifing from the favings made in the fortifications, or with re¬ 
trenching from thofe different articles the fums applied to the fortifica¬ 
tions beyond thofe preferibed by the law. 

This reproach was particularly made with refpeCt to the expences of 
the Pittfburg expedition, for which the fecretary at war furnifhed the 
fums granted by congrefs for the particular expences of his department, 
without being able to do fo, otherwife than by fufpending the different 
payments to which the fums voted were meant to be applied. 

It feems that this reproach, though, ftriCtly fpeaking, not unfounded, is 
neverthelefs unjufl. If the expedition to Pittfburg were neceffary, if it 
were indifpenfable to conduct it with celerity, and to carry it to fo great 
an extent, and if there were a real danger in fufpending it, the fums de¬ 
voted to it were confequently the mofl Urgent part of the expenditure of 
the United States, fmee the re-eftablifliment of public order depended 
upon that expedition. Every delay would then have been a great evil ; 
and there was at that time no other means of finding money for it, either 
legal or even poffible. Befides, the fecretary at war and the prefident re¬ 
mained refponfible’, in cafe the meafures they deemed indifpenfable were 
difapproved by the congrefs. 

Here I am naturally led to fpeak of this expedition, concerning which 
opinions w ere, and continue to be, much divided. It was at an end before 
I arrived in America, and my travels never carried me into that part of 
Pennfylvania where the infurreClion took place* I can then have no 
other information than that which is to be obtained by converfmg with 
the two parties, and reading every thing that has been printed upon the 
fubjedt. 

Nobody can doubt that there was then in the counties of Weffmore- 
land, La Fayette, Wafhington, and of the Alleghanies, a formal oppofition 
to the collection of the tax upon diftilleries; an oppofition which was of 
. - ancient 
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fpiracv and f ? p0rtCd b> force of arms; a combination and con- 

to J, P r revent C paymcnt of that excife du V ’ a kno ™ tsfolution 

cv/n"ubIitT ^ a ” th ° fe Wh ° aWU,d c!*er demand that tax, ot 

Wftion It h ay b lt; T? ‘l 11 " 8 ’ in ftort> which chataflerizes an in- 
Has been {aid that Mr. Hamilton, then fecretary of the 

revenue’ by not. a ' C . prCTent f d th,s “«”»«<«• without prejudice to the 
eif ffi’ ’ , tecping in place, contrary to the xvill of the country e:;- 

and UhtSt W t h3raaerS ’ har<hnrfS ' 3nd COndua were re prchenlible ; 

aaainft h f “ r ** ° f the b “ f “ efs a ^ profecution 

thi “fLt toT 7 1 ,C COlICai ° n ° f thC ta ' His «“»£ attribute 

fion mieht d ^ G ^ f prOVokm & a reflftanc c lb ftrong, that its repref- 
ton nught gtve more force to this .mpoft, of which he was the promoter, 

renertnTdm d ?"*** *° W “ h ^ at a ” d w’ 

g eralJy d Hiked: they even aferibed to him the intention of gratifying 
his particular hatred again* f ome of his perfonal enemies. 

„ f nowm S the difpofition ofMr. Hamilton, as I think I know it, I can- 

it™ 7 POffi , bUit7 ° f fUCh 3 repr ° aCh ; but CVen were ifc funded, 
uld not have been a fufficient reafon again* the expedition at the 

moment it was ordered, when the infurredion was unequivocal, extenfive, 
and might become formidable. It is only its neceffity, or its inutility, 
at that time, that is in que*ion here. 

A few years before, an infurredion, which was alfo caufed by the non¬ 
payment of taxes, had taken place in the ftate of Maffachufetts 

It was important to put a ftop to this fpirit of refiftance, fatal to the 
public treafury, flail more fatal to the cohftitution, and for all the' bleflings 
vvhich in a well regulated government, refult from the exad obfervation 

° J ^ a J S ‘ . Was therefore neceffary to ad. again* this infurredion, 
and to ad with means fufficient to infure its repreffion, and to ad fpee- 

dily for the courfe of juftice began to be fufpended in thefe cantons; 
the heat of mens minds was daily increafing; the number of the in- 
furgents was augmenting, and the commiffioners fent to them by the 
prefment had returned without producing the defied effed; and yet they 
were men highly efteemed. 

If 
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If the diforder had not then been {tided at its birth, it was not im¬ 
probable that it would have found imitators in other parts of the United 
States; and that the Pitt {burg infurre&ion itfelf would have grown more 
formidable, and have been in the end the germ of ferious intefline diflen- 
tions, which might, perhaps, have occafioned a great effufion of blood be¬ 
fore they could have been terminated. 

To what degree did Mr. Hamilton, for every body concurs in opinion 
that he directed this operation, to what degree, I fay, did he proportion 
the means to the neceflity ? This is a point upon which I will not un¬ 
dertake to decide, for the necedity was in this cafe a compound of differ¬ 
ent elements. 

In the firft place it was neceflary to quiet the infurre&ion, it was alfo 
neceffary to intered the public opinion in the annihilation of this difor¬ 
der, and by that means to prevent its future reproduction. That im¬ 
portant objeft could not be better attained than by the calling out of the 
militia of the different dates. To employ the different militia of the 
counties of Pennfylvania adjacent to the fcene of infurredtion, even had 
they all been unanimoufly difpofed to ferve in this caufe, a thing of 
which doubts might reafonably have been entertained; to employ them 
alone would have been to rifle the fowing the feeds of difeord and of ha¬ 
tred in this date; this danger was averted by calling out upon this fer- 
vice the militia of the other dates. 

It was befides a favourable opportunity of trying that part of the con- 
flitution, which authorizes the prefident of the United States to embody 
the militia, and of proving the attachment of the American people to 
that conditution; Such a trial could not have been made under better 
aufpices than the prefidency of George Wafhington, who at that time was 
highly popular. 

That the private animofity of Mr. Hamilton had any fhare in this bufi- 
nefs, as has been faid, is what I fhall never prevail upon myfelf to believe; 
his character oppofes fuch an opinion, and the powerful reafons which 
were the motive of this expedition are alone a fufficient evidence of its 
neceflity. 
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It is poffible, and I am inclined to believe, that tins expedition, in 
v. Inch fifteen thoufand men were employed, would have been in every 
reipect equally fuccefsful with' one-third of the force; and that, confe- 
quently, the immenfe expence which refultcd from the march of this 
army acrofs a country very little inhabited, and from the fupplies of pro~ . 
vifions which it was neceflary to procure from Philadelphia, might have 
been confiderably diminifhed. The excefs of cxpences beyond exact ne- 
ceffity is, no doubt, a great evil in every government. But Hill it may 
be faid, that the difplay of this great force, that the order given to the 
militia that did not march, to hold themfelves in readinefs to do fo, to 
the number of eighty thoufand men, rendered the fubmiffion of the in- 
furgents more prompt and more complete. 

But whatever may have been the excefs in the expences, or the hidden 
views of men of influence, the expedition had a defirable effedt in regard 
to all good citizens; an adherence to the meafures of government, and 
an attachment to the conftitution, were generally exprefled; they w r ere 
manifelfed Arongly and fincerely by the federalills and anti-federalifts ; 
and although the oppofite party accufed fome of the latter with being 
the promoters of the infurre&ion, not one among them could be found 
that was in the AnalleA degree implicated in it. Men of different politir 
cal opinions marched as volunteers in the militia of their Hate, leaving 
their buflnefs and their families, in order to promote the public welfare. 
All proved that the maintenance of order and a refpedt for the laws were 
unanimoufly confidered as the duty, as the interefl of every good citizen. 
Not a Angle drop of blood was fpilt, and the general good wifhes of the 
different parties in the United States, attended this expedition throughout 
its whole duration of four months. 

I had been a few days at Philadelphia, wdien the militia of that city 
marched in from this expedition ; and I find in a journal that I then kept 
of the impreflions I received from all the new objects which Aruck me, 
that which was caufed by the arrival of this militia. I infert it here. 

“ The battalions did not come back from this expedition till the bc- 
Vol. II, 4 \j ginning 
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ginning of December; their return was a real fete for the city; not one 
of thofe fetes which we have often feen ordered in Europe by the govern¬ 
ments, and which are fure to be attended with great expence, tumult, 
and diforder; but of thofe which the public mind can alone give and re¬ 
ceive, and perhaps only on a fimilar occafion. 

“ The day of their arrival was announced; their brother foldiers, who 
had remained at Philadelphia, or had already returned from the expedi¬ 
tion, went in a body to meet them, three miles without the city; almoft 
all the inhabitants came out of their houfes, cither to go and meet the 
troops, or to place themfelves where they were to pafs ; mold of them 
had to fee a fon, a brother, a coufin, a friend, or fome intereftins: per- 
fon: all faw in them the defenders of the law, the objedl of public gra¬ 
titude. The militia that had left the city, in meeting the others, formed 
their advanced and rear guards; thofe who were coming back continued 
their march. The crowd that prefled upon them did not difturb their 
order; their battalions marched by columns in ranks at five or fix paces 
aiundci. The men who compofed them were mofdly young, had a good 
appealancc and marched well ? tney were clothed alike, and carried a 
large knapfack, with which none of them feemed fatigued. Their looks 
fought and received with fatisfadfron thofe w hich affedtion and joy fent 
them from all quarters; but they did not quit their ranks, and the regu¬ 
larity of their march w^as not interrupted. In this manner they eroded 
the city amidft the acclamations of the public. 

The prefident, whofe houfe lay in t-heir way, came out, received their 
falutes, and joined his applaufe to that of the other citizens; and this 
applaufe alone was more gratifying to the battalions than that of all the 
others. Being arrived before the ftate-houfe, they returned their colours, 
and w r ere difbanded. 

“ Then their relations and friends, both male and female, got hold of 
thefe foldiers who were reftored to them. The recollection of the fear 
that was entertained at their departure of the dangers they were about 
to run, augmented the pleafure of feeing them again, although they had 

not 
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not incurred any; they were hugged, kiffed, and led to .their homes; 
every one had about him a little groupe compofed of perfons to whom he 
was the raoft dear; and thofe citizens, who feelingly exulted in the 
peace and happinefs which thefe children of the country were about to 
find again in the bofom of their families. Europeans or Americans, no- 
body was infenfible to this fpebtaclc, wdiich was equally affcbting and 
fublime. Tears fell from feveral eyes. 

“ Such is the cxabl account of this fete, where thofe who were pre- 
fent felt more happinefs than gaiety, and where public welfare mull 
have received the alfurance of finding again, whenever there was a ne- 
ceffity for it, the fame attachment as that which had been thus recently 
.rewarded.” 

* CONNEXIONS WITH THE INDIANS. 

The law whofe object is to regulate the intercourfe between the citi¬ 
zens and the United States with the Indian tribes by whom they are 

furrounded, was enabled in May 1 701 ). It is to continue in force dur¬ 
ing the fpace of only two years, as was the cafe with the former laws 
on the fame fubjedl; but it contains regulations more ftrongly marked 
with liberality and jufticc, and more explicitly laid down, -than any of 
thofe which preceded it. 

By this law it is provided that the prefident fhall caufc the bounda¬ 
ries between the territory of the United States and that occupied by the 
different tribes bordering on them, to be afcertained and marked as 
clearly as poffible. 

All inhabitants of the United States are forbidden to hunt in or carry 
off cattle from any part of the territories acknowledged by the treaty as 
the property or poffeffion of the Indians, on pain of a hundred dollars 
fine and fix months’ Lmprifonment. 

They are prohibited on pain of fifty dollars fine and fix months’ im- 
prifonment, to enter the territory of the Indians fouth of the Ohio with¬ 
out a paffport from the governor of fome one of the flates, or from the 
militarv commandant of fome of the pofts adjoining to that territory. 

4 L 2 Every 
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Every robbery, fraud, or other crime of what nature foever, commit¬ 
ted againft an Indian by an inhabitant of the United States and within 
the territory of the United States, is punifhed by a fine of a hundred 
dollars and twelve months’ imprifonment, befides a reftitution of the pro¬ 
perty taken or deftroyed, or its value. 

If the delinquent be unable to pay the value, the United States be¬ 
come refponfible ior it; provided however that the aggrieved Indian 
have not himfelf taken vengeance for the injury; in which cafe, the 
reffitution is not to be made. 

Any inhabitant of the United States who forms or endeavours to form 
a fettlement for himfelf in the Indian territory, is to be recalled from it by 
the president of the United States, to pay a fine of a thoufand dollars, 
and fuffer twelve months’ imprifonment. 

Any inhabitant who kills in the Indian territory an Indian belonging 

to any'tribe in amity, with the United States, is to fuffer capital pumfh- 
ment; 

All trade with the Indians is prohibited without permiffion from the 
principal agent of the United States on the frontier of the Indian terrir 
tory where fuch trade is to be carried on: and thofe who have ob¬ 
tained permiffion for that purpofe, are forbidden to purchafe from the 

Indians any of the implements of houfehold economy, hunting or agri¬ 
culture. 

I he}- muff not, either from the Indians or from any -white man refidr 
ing among them, purchafe any horfe, without exprefs permiffion from 
the principal agent. 

j-iiu law fubjedts the Indians to the fame prohibitions with refpcdl to 
the white people. 

An Indian guilty of any crime may be apprehended within the terri¬ 
tory of the United States. 

If he efcape, the inhabitant who has been injured by him is to lay 
his complaint, accompanied by a circumftantial detail of particulars, bo 
ioK the agent of the United States, who is to demand reparation of the 
nation or tribe to which tne offending Indian belongs, and to acquaint 
-■c prefident with the refult of his demand. 

If 
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If reparation is not made, the injured party is indemnified from the 
treafury of the United States ; and the fum thus applied is deducted from 
the fubfidies granted by the United States to that tribe. 

The courts of the United States, and alfo, when the caufe is not ca¬ 
pital, the courts of the individual States, take cognizance of all thofe 
offences, even when they have been committed within the territories be¬ 
longing to the Indians. 

The troops of the United States {Rationed on the Indian frontier are 
bound to arreft delinquent white men even in the Indian territory ; and 
fuch delinquents are to be- apprehended in any part of the United States 
where they may be found. 

This law, which is-wife and juft in its provifions, is far from being 
punctually executed. The extremity of the United States bordering on 
the territory of the Indians is inhabited by a fet of men who are in heft 
tility with them. Avidity, and the defire and intention of plundering 
them, are the motives which induced them to choofe the frontier as the 
place of their fettlement, and the fources of that conftant enmity which 
they bear to the Indians-. 

This clafs of inhabitants are, by the report of every individual who is 
not one of themfelves, the very worft fet of men in all America, and 
perhaps in the whole univerfe. The fentiments and even the very idea 
of honefty and humanity are unknown to them. They are all plunder¬ 
ing ferocious banditti ; and none but very flight fliades of diferimination 
are ■ obfervable between them in this refpeff: it therefore moft com¬ 
monly happens that neither accufers nor witneffes nor juries can be found 
for the profecution of a white man guilty of a trefpafs or crime againft 
an Indian. 

The Americans, efpecially thofe on the frontier, no more confider an 
Indian as a man than certain Weft-Indian planters believe a negro to be¬ 
long to the human fpecies. 

The oppreffions, the ufurpations, the crimes committed by the whites 
againft the Indians are therefore never punifhed : at leaft the inftances of 
punifhment are fo rare that it would be difficult to quote, even a fingle one. 

The. 
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The Indian on the other hand, harafled and plundered, contrails the 
habit of robbery and pillage of which he fees the example and is himfelf 
the victim : and as, according to the practice among favages, he extends 
his vengeance to every individual of the fame colour with the perfon who 
has injured him,—the whites, even if there were any lefs inclined than 
others to plunder and hatred of the Indians, would affume that difpofi- 
tion through hatred, or as a meafure of fafety. The Indians likewife 
fay that it is the worft clafs of their tribes who habitually continue near 
the frontiers. 

The government of the United States docs not pofl'efs fufficient 
ftrength to reprefs thofe irregularities; the governments of the individual 
ftates do not attend to them : every perfon fpeaks of this dreadful ftate of 
things as principally and originally arifmg from the lawlefs aggreflions of 
the whites: but as the evil is habitual, and fo inveterate, that it is not 
eafy to diicover a remedy for it, people fpeak of it without horror. 

Thus it is impoffible even to forefee any end to the cruel oppreffions 
exercifed over the Indians by the avidity of the American frontier fettlers. 

I muft add, that there are few Americans who do not entertain a wifh, 
and even the defign if they were able to accomplifh it, of driving the In¬ 
dians aciois the Mifliflippi, and even to the South Sea, which to the 
unreflecting ambition of many among them, appears the only boundary 
that ought to limit the extent of the United States. 

Another law, enaCied in April of the fame year 1796, and whofe du¬ 
ration is in like manner confined to two years, eflablifhes a trade with 
the Indians in the neighbourhood of the United States, under the autho¬ 
rity of the prefident. 

A hundred and fifty thoufand dollars are appropriated to the trade, of 
which the objcCts aic to furnifh the Indians with fuch fupphes and imple¬ 
ments as their wants require, and to purchafe from them fkins and furs. 

The law direCts that the prices of the articles fold to the Indians be fo 
regulated as barely to prevent the United States from lofmg any part of 
their capital. It reftrains the agents employed in this trade from traf¬ 
ficking direCtly or indireCtly on their own account; it forbids them to 

cheat 
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cheat the Indians; and fubjedts them to fines of different magnitude in pro¬ 
portion to the nature of the offences by "which they tranfgrefs thefe regu¬ 
lations. The diftrict courts of the ftates where the ftore-houfes are efta- 
blifhed for their commerce, take cognizance of thefe offences. 

Whoever is acquainted with the temper of thofe who treat with the. 
Indians, may be affured that the liberal provifions of this law are not 
punctually reduced to pradtice. 

Here a word may be faid concerning the civilization of the Indians. 

Whether civilization be a good or an evil to thofe who live in the im*- 
menfity of woods neceffary to their fubfiftence, is a queftion entirely 
metaphyfical, which I have no intention to difeufs. 

But that Indians acfpoiled of nineteen parts out of tw r enty of their ter- 
' ritory, and confined amidft white people in a foil incapable of fupplying 
the wants of their favage life, fhould be civilized, is an inconteftiblc truth, 
for in fuch a fituation it is neceffary either to attempt their civilization 
or their deftruftion, and the latter alternative cannot yet be openly 
avowed. 

It is an eftablifhed opinion in America, even among thofe who 
appear the moft exempt from prejudices, that the Indians can never be 
civilized; that the ftridteft education, the moft affiduous and perfevering 
cares cannot deftroy their favage habits, to which they recur with the 
moft ardent paffion, from the tranquillity and from the manners of the 
■white people; and an infinite number of examples are cited of Indians 
wdio, brought up at Philadelphia, at New York, and even in Europe, 
never ceafed to figh after their tribe, and quitted every thing to go and 
rejoin it whenever a favourable opportunity offered itfelf. So that 
affertion, fupported by fo many examples, becomes a received truth. 

Yet there is no reafoning which can enforce the belief of this pretended 
truth, and the proofs of the fafts which are brought to fupport it are not 
of a nature to filence inquiry. The Indians whole education has been 
attempted, or faid to be, had already paffed fome years of their life in the 
tribe to which they belonged ; tranfported alone from their fpecies into 
the midft of white people different in language, habits and in colour. 
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and often even in clothing, they bechme as it were ifolated, they were 
icgarded by the whites as a different fpeciesof men ; they did not attempt 
even to make them forget that they were from a nation Hill exifling, 
whole manners and habits had rivetted their firft attention and made 
the deepeft impreffion upon them ; if when arrived at the age-of man¬ 
hood, they fhould have imbibed for a white woman that affection which 
naturally created'the defire of an union with her, the difference of co¬ 
lour became aimed: an infurmountable obftacle. Is it to be wondered then 
that thefe Indians fhould wifh to return to their tribe, of which they had 
fall tne raoft lively memory, and where alone they were able to find 

companions of fimilar manners to their own, and thofe pleafures which 
canfe in man an attachment to life. 


, 1 ne r j ClU t then of thefe samples fo often quoted is, that an Indian 
eoucated m an American college, three hundred miles from his native 
place, cannot but with difficulty throw off his original habits and ceafe 
to have a preference for them ; this is the whole deduction. There are 
m Connecticut, in the State of New York, a confiderable number of 
Indians, both men and women, who ferve as domefticsin European fami- 
ics, and in thofe who are become Americans, who perform their duty 
as well and as faithfully as thofe of another fpecies. 

But this is nothing to the civilization of whole nations, which is 
t )c only object from which any real advantage can be derived ei- 
t ler to themfelves or to fociety in general. The great difficulty which 
attends the reformation of the moft trifling habits of a polifhed people, 
c; a family, and even of an individual, fufficiently demonftrates the 
obftacles which attend the civilization of a favage race; and yet in the 
midft of our great focieties, the lights furrounding a polifhed people, 

families and individuals, afford an ample and powerful aid to the bufinefs 
-of reform. 

It is only then by continual afliduities, applied according to circum- 
, fiances, and prolonged for many fucccffive generations, that this entire 
civilization can be effected, and even then only gradually 

The conviition of the utility of fuch a work is neceffary to the fur- 

mounting 
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mounting the obftacles which oppofe it, and to triumph with certainty. 

nett er elotigs to my iubject nor to the intention of this work, to 
flrow the particular means by which this event may be accomplifhed ; 
he underftanding and courage of the friends of humanity will eafdy 
point them out; but individuals and even focieties will ever be unable to 
work this ufeful change, unlefs the governments of the territories which 
Indian tribes inhabit will contribute all in their power to effefl it. But 
this can only be the refult of their firm conviaion of the advantages of 
uc e orts, and hitherto none of the American governments have ap¬ 
peared to be penetrated with this conviaion; on the contrary, every 
one regards the lands left to thefe poor Indians as an appendage of their 

" foverei g nt ^ as a kind of loan which their kindnefs has made with this 
lmferable race; they are in their eyes only travelling gueffs, which ought 
not to remain a long time in their territory. 

Such ideas, more or lefs avowed, nurfed by a third for gain, cad at a 

i tance the projed ot civilization, and give confidence to the prejudices 

upon which the belief is founded, that it is impoffible to civilize the In¬ 
dians. 

Nevertheless fome tribes, the Oneidas, for example, in the date of 
New York, and fome others in Canada, are confiderably advanced to¬ 
wards a date of civilization; they labour, cultivate the earth, traffic, and 
arc fcnfible of the neceffity of civilization. The Quakers and Moravians 
carry the principles of reform among the farthed tribes; but their re- 
fpcdable efforts cannot be very ufeful, or at mod not completely fo, 
without the influence and dire&ion of government. The civilization of 
thefe people ought to be the work of the legiflature and general admini- 
Arations ; it is above the efforts of particular charity and affidance. The 
beneficent focieties jud mentioned might be ufefully employed in it, 
having been for ages fufceptible of long patience and unalterable courage, 
fo neceffiary to fuccefs; but, as was faid before, they can only be em¬ 
ployed as indruments for this purpofe by enlightened governments, who, 
convinced that the civilization of the Indians living near the frontiers is 
a benefit to humanity, a means of augmenting the fale of the produc- 
Vw " 4 M tions 
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tions of their territory, of increafing the riches of their citizens and th 
power of the ftates, will unceafingly purfue the means of accomplilhing 
this laudable end. 

It is this revolution in the fpirit of the American governments which 
is fo defirable, without which even a hope cannot be conceived that this 
work will be effected ; it dailies too much with particular interefts, 
which, contrary as they are to the general intereft, fpcak as loud, and are 
attended to as much. 

NATURALIZATION. 

The right of a citizen, or naturalization, which populous ftates, with 
narrow limits, may find it political to grant with difficulty, ought to be 
obtained upon more cafy terms in a country of great extent and thinly 
inhabited, where the capitals and labour of ftrangers are neceflary. 

In l/QO the congrefs fixed two years refidence in the territories of the 
United States, one of which to be in the fame ftate, as a fufficient con¬ 
dition to become a naturalized citizen. The oath made before fome 
court of juftice to be faithful to the conftitution, and to defend it, was the 
only formula required; and this naturalization of the father imparted the 
fame right to fuch of his children as were under the age of twenty-one 
when the oath was taken, even if they w r ere born in a foreign country. 

In 1793 the conditions wxre made more difficult. The infurre&ion 
of Pittfburg had taken place a little before, which the government attri¬ 
buted to the ftrangers recently arrived from Ireland, who, it was faid, 
formed the greateft number of the infurgents, and who, fo readily to be 
milled by the factious, fhewed the certain danger of appointing men to 
places, who had abufed in fuch a dangerous manner, the truft repofed in 
them. To avoid this evil in future, it was thought neceftary to make the 
right of voting at elections more difficult to be obtained, which could only 
be done by raifing the conditions of naturalization: fo the government 
party reafoned; the oppofition party favoured the fame meafure, but from 
different motives. The fate of the French revolution was not then fixed ; 
it appeared probable that more than one European ftate was deftined to 

undergo 
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mo d ftTft fCVOl tT' The riCheft Claffcs - Which in Euro P= «* “lied the 
ft d.ftmgu,ihcd, were, according to appearances, likely to become the 

learns of thcfe revolutions; many individuals would in that cafe feek an 

afylum in America, and carry with them whatever they could fave of 

eir ortunes ; they would alfo bring with them their habits and their 

prejudices abfolutcly contrary to that republican fpirit which this party 

were fo defirous to nurture and reanimate, but bearing a ftrong analogy 

o rat axiftocratic fpint which it accufed the otherparty of endeavouring 

to in troduce. A higher price being put upon the right of naturalization, 

would render tins danger more diftant, and probably diminiflr the number 

of emigrants of this clafs. 

The new law of naturalization, therefore, had its origin in the combi- 

1 K f u' e ,' leWS ° tW ° Part " S - !t was S° od in intention, as was 
proved by the long and warm debates which took place upon difeuffing it 
m detail, and was defired by both Tides. 

By this law, the time required for becoming a citizen of the United 
States is extended to five years refidence in their territory, of which one 
muff have been in the date where the candidate for citizenfhip had taken 
the oath. Three years, at Icaft, before he be admitted to this definitive 
oath, he mull have prefented himfelf before one of the federal courts of 
juflice, and have there declared upon oath that he had a finccre intention 
of becoming a citizen of the United States, and to renounce all depen¬ 
dence and fidelity upon any prince, fete, or fovereignty whatever, parti¬ 
cularly upon the prince, date, or fovereignty of which he was actually a 
fubjed. His definitive oath, made alfo before a federal court, ought to 
exprefs the fame pofitions and renunciation. He is alfo required to re¬ 
nounce his titles of nobility, if he had belonged to that clafs in the coun¬ 
try where he was born, or from whence he arrived. 

It is alfo required that he fhould take an oath of fidelity to the confti- 

tution of the United States. Thefe two oaths are regiflered in the courts 
where they were taken. 

In order to confer the title of naturalization upon the children who 
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were under the age of twenty-one years at the naturalization of their fa¬ 
ther, the law of 1793 requires the fame conditions as that of 17Q0. 

This refidence of five years, required by the latter law, to become a ci¬ 
tizen of the United States, is not impofed upon thofe who arrived in 
America before its promulgation, fuch may become fo two years after¬ 
wards ; but the oath required by the new law is indifpenfably neceffary. 

OF NUMBERING THE PEOPLE AND POPULATION. 

The American conflitution, when it ordained the general enumeration 
of the inhabitants of the United States within the three years fucceeding 
its acceptation, enacted alfo that the fame enumeration fhould be renewed 
every ten years; and left it to the congrefs to make a law for regulating 
the manner of performing it. A law was pafl'ed for this purpofe, on the 
firfl of March, 1 790 . 

The marfhal of every diflriCl* was ordered to fuperintend the enume¬ 
ration of the flate where he exercifed his functions. In this work he w r as 
authorized to call in wdiat aid and affiflance he might judge proper. He 
was ordered to make a return to the prefident of the United States, dif- 
tinguifhing, in the table of population, the number of free males under 
and over the age of fixteen years, the free women and girls of every age, 
and the flaves. The Indians who might live in the diftriCts were not to 
be included in the lift of population. 

Every affiflant in enumerating the people ought, before he fends hi s 
account to the marfhal, to affix it in two or three of the mofl frequented 
places of affembly within his bounds, that it may receive the corrections 
which the inhabitants may fuggefl, giving an account of the reafons why 
they ought to be made.. Every head of a family who refufes to give to 

* This office is the fame in the courts of juftice of the United States as that of ffieriff 
in thofe of particular hates ; the dihridt being coniidered as nothing but a hate fubjedt to 
judicial orders, it is the extent and bounds of a judge <?f a diflrift, and we have fhewn un¬ 
der the article of the judicial order, that there is one of tliefe in every hate. 


the 
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the affiftant, when he is taking his account, the number of his or her fa¬ 
mily, or gives in an incorrcdt one, incurs a fine of twenty dollars. The 
affiftant, him felt, incurs a fine of two hundred dollars if his account be 
mcorred, or if it was not returned to the marflial of the diflrid at the 
time required, x he marflial is punifhed by a fine of eight hundred dol¬ 
lars it he alters the accounts of his affiftants, or omits fending his own to 
the prefident of the United States at the time appointed. 

Every maiflial receives as a reward tor his labour, from two to five hun¬ 
dred dollars, according to the extent of his diftrict. The afliflant, for his 
particular tiouble, receives a dollar for every hundred and fifty perfons in 
the country, and the fame for every three hundred perl'ons in towns, the 
inhabitants of which are contiguous. Sometimes he receives the fame 
for every fif ty perfons, when the account is taken in places wdierc the in¬ 
habitants are much icattered.. The judges of the diftridt regulate the 
fum of thefe proportions by the advice, and at the requefb of the marflial. 

k or e\ ery copy of his account which the affiftant affixes for public in— 
fpedlion, he is paid two dollars. 

The whole of this enumeration ought to be performed in nine months j. 
the total expence of it is eftimated at forty thoufand dollars every time it 
is made. 

.The enumeration of the people taken in 1791, by virtue of this law; 
announced a population of three millions nine hundred and twenty-nine 
thoufand three hundred and twenty-fix inhabitants, of which three mil¬ 
lions two hundred and thirty-one thoufand fix hundred and twenty-nine 
were free; among whom were fifty-feven thoufand feven hundred and’ 
feven negroes, or perfons of colour, and fix hundred and ninety feven 
thoufand fix hundred and ninety-one flaves. 

The inhabitants of the territory of the w T efi: are not included in this 
number; but the population there is fo inconfiderable, that if it were, 
added, it would make no important difference in the total number.. 

It is believed upon a feries of partial obfervations, that the population 
of the United States is doubled every fifteen years; not including in this 
efiimation the emigration from Europe, which varies annually, and is at 

prefent; 
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prcfent much lefs than it was Tome years fince ; but the exact number 
cannot be known, bccaufe there is no regifter kept of them at the different 
places where they arrive at; this emigration confiits principally of Irifti. 
But not to exaggerate the increafe of population in the United States, I 
do not fuppofe it is doubled in lefs than twenty years, that is five in the 
hundred every year. 

The population was in 1791, four millions; in twenty years it will be 
augmented to eight millions ; in forty years to fixteen ; in fixty years to 
thirty-two ; in eighty years to fixty-four; and in eighty-five years to 
eighty millions ; then the territory of the United States will be peopled in 
the fame proportion that France was before the revolution. The extent 
of the territory poffelfed by the United States, after the war, was fix 
hundred and forty millions of acres, from which fifty-one millions ought 
to be deducted for lakes and rivers, and then there will remain five hun¬ 
dred and eighty-nine millions of acres. 

Befides, they have granted to the Indians, whofe rights they have ac¬ 
knowledged, two hundred and twenty millions, which reduced their pof- 
feffions to three hundred and fixty-nine millions. 

But by the treaty with Great Britain in 1 /Q 5 , their territory has been 
increafed twenty-three millions of acres; fo that their adtual territory is 
three hundred and eighty-two millions of acres. 

In thefe calculations I have negledted odd numbers; the American 
geographers and land-furveyors eftimate the extent of the territory at 
three hundred eighty-two millions four hundred twenty-one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty acres. 

France, when the enumeration of the people was taken by order of the 
conftituent affembly, contained twenty-feven millions one hundred and 
fixty-ninc thoufand inhabitants, and its extent was, at the fame time, 
(anterior to its conquefts) tw r enty-fix thoufand nine hundred and fixty 
fquarc leagues, at the rate of two thoufand two hundred and eighty 
toifes to a league, of which the total is a hundred and thirty-one mil¬ 
lions two hundred twenty-two thoufand and ninety-five acres. Her ex¬ 
tent of territory was to that of the United States ,as nine to twenty-fix, 

or 
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or very nearly. The United States, therefore, muft have a population 
o nearly eighty millions of inhabitants to be peopled in the fame pro¬ 
portion as franco; and it has been fhewn, that according to the lea if 

^ WK & C Calculat,ons, the y ma y arri ve at that ftate in I876. 

What an enormous fund, a great and inexhauftible fource of profoe- 
nty muft fuch a population afford, particularly when deftined to‘be 
ipread over lands eafy to be made fertile, over a country watered by the 

neft rivers, with the means of extending the interior navigation to al- 
moft every fpot. 

It is true that this increafing progreffion of population may be di- 
minifhed by feveral circumffances; and even that this progreffion may 
become lefs in proportion as population arrives to a great number ■ for 
then marriages will become lefs frequent, lefs early, and probably lefs 
ruitful. But it is not ncceflary for the United States to arrive at this 
high degree of population before they profit by the abundance and rich- 
nefis of their foil, maintain an adtive induftry, and nourifh with their pro¬ 
duce a fohd and rich commerce; and ffiould they never reach fo high as 
to the two-thirds, or at lcaft to one-half of the population to which it 
appears by calculation they may attain in twenty-five years, they may be 
more numerous than is neceffary for them to become a rich and refpeft- 
able nation. Bad laws, illiberal or weak principles in the legiflature or 
government, can alone oppofe the profperity and the greatnefs deftined 
far them. 


OF THE COIN OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The United States have a mint; the law which ordered its eftablifh- 
rnent was made in the month of April iyg 2 . It regulates the divifion, 
the value, and the ftandard of the money of the United States. 

The divifion and value of thefe monies are as follow: 


GOLD 
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GOLD COIN. 

The eagle, value ten dollars. 

The half-eagle, value five dollars. 

The quarter-eagle, value two dollars and a half. 

St 

SILVER COIN. 

The dollar, value a hundred cents. 

The half-dollar, value fifty cents. 

The quarter-dollar, value twenty-five cents. 

The tenth of a dollar, value twelve cents and a half. 

The half-tenth, value fix cents and a quarter. 

COPPER COIN. 

•• 

The cent, value the hundredth part of a dollar. 

The half cent, value the two hundredth of a dollar. 

The weight of thefe is as follows: 

The eagle ought to contain tw r o hundred and forty-feven grains and a 
half of pure gold, or two hundred and feventy grains of ftandard gold, 
which is thus regulated; eleven parts of pure gold in twelve, and a 
twelfth of alloy, of which nearly one-half ought to be of filvcr. 

The half eagle ought to contain one hundred and twenty-three grains 
and three-fourths of pure gold, or one hundred and thirty-five grains of al¬ 
loy gold. 

The quarter eagle ought to contain fixty-one grains of pure gold, or 
fixty-feven grains and half of alloy gold. 

The dollar'.ought to contain three hundred and feventy-one grains one- 
fourth of pure filver, or four hundred and fixteen grains of alloy filvcr. 

The ftandard of filver is one thoufand four hundred and eighty-five 
parts of pure filver, and one hundred and feventy-nine parts of alloy, which 
is of pure copper.. 

The half dollar ought to contain a hundred and eighty-five grains and 
five-eighths of pure filver, or two hundred and eighty grains of ftandard 
filver. 


A quarter 
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of trcaZT" ,‘° r ai " ninet y- two *»i» thirteen-fix tccnths 

The tell 7 Tn ^ and ‘'° Ur 8 "™ ° fa ^ 

r - o f 

t|;: of — 

emblematical figure 'Z TagTe" rf Ae 

mtcd States, with the words “ United States.” 

copper coins, inlcead of the American eagle, bear an inferint-on 
denominating their value. 1 imcription 

coiloftle Unltefsr’r ^T*" ^ “ d fl ' VCr wh “ coin ' d - to *e 

rr * ^ rrst 

equal to fifteen pounds of coined filver. fc 

Tim law contains alfo all other regulations ncccffary for- the eftablifh 

ment of the m,nt, and charges the present to ordcV and overtHe 
expences of buildings, machines, &c. 

coim* thC C0U " tlCS ° f the UlUtCd StatCS arc rc< l uire ‘ 1 1° make ufe of thefe 

The Spanifh dollar is the only pieee of foreign coin which is current 
m he United States as money, all others, which had received a valuation 
by the Jaw, arc only received by weight fince 1703. 

A report of a committee of the houfe of reprefentatives ftated, at the 
beginning ot 1793, that the mint, fincc its eftablifhment, had not ftntclt 
o in copper com more than one million eighty-feven thoufand five 
Kindred cents, equal in value to ten thoufand eight hundred and fe- 

' Cn f , e ddIars i and >n filter coin no more than thirty-four thoufand 
one hundred and forty-five dollars. This paucity of the produce of the 
mint is attributed to different embarraffments and delays which it has 
xpenenced 111 the completion of its effabiifiimcnt, of which the ex- 
v OL. II. 4 jq 
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pences then amounted to fifty-eight thoufand three hundred and ninety- 


four dollars. 

The director of the mint, when he entered into office at the end of 
the year 1795 , in his report of its ftate, at the beginning of his admi- 
niftration, after fearching the' regifter, reports, that the pieces of money 
which had been fabricated fince the foundation of the eftablifhment. 


and fent to the treafury of the United States, on the ift of December, 
1796 , were as follow: 

Eagles — — — 8,875 

Half-eagles — — — — 12 ,loG 

Quarter-eagles — — — 6(3 


Dollars — 

Half-dollars — 

Quarter-dollars 
Tenths — 

Half-tenths — 

Cents — 

Half-cents — 


— 272,941 

— 323,144 

— 5,894 

— 22,135 

— 90 , 64 $ 

— 2,140,732 

— 258,014 


Total value 414,175 dollars 70 cents. 

The greateft part of this money was ftruck in the year 1796 . This 
eftablifhment has hitherto been more expenfive thanufeful to the finances 
of the United States. 

After deducting the value of the money coined and fent to the trea¬ 
fury, it had coil, at the end of 1796 , more than twenty-one thoufand 
dollars; and the fecretary of the treafury, in his eftimation of the expences 
of the year 1797 , reckons thofe of the mint to amount to fourteen thou¬ 
fand dollars. 

The money in circulation in the United States is eftimated at eight 
millions of dollars in value. 


A SHORT 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OP THE CLIMATE AND MANNERS OP 

THE UNITED STATES. 

onJchw' ° f the T k0ry ° f the United State » bife<fted by 

entwt^h r T ’ T &rmt naqies: fome oth " mountain, 

' ™ fdveS W,th th,s chain at fe yeral points in its extent, but 
their bounds are not extenftve. The long chain which divides the 

United States, runs from north-eaft to fouth-weft. The plains between 
there mountains and the fea are very narrow in the provinces of the 
north ; and the land there is generally ftony, though very fruitful in many 

From Pennfylvania to North Carolina the plains become larger, and 
“ ^ and but they arc yet mud, more 

ex enfive from South Carolina to Florida ; the land then becomes low, 

a , co\crc with water, and appears to have been quitted by the fea at a 
period not very diftant. 

To the weft of this long chain of mountains, the vaft country which 
extends to the Mlffifippi is of the greateft fertility, and watered by the 
fineft rivers, which flow either into this great river, or into the Ohio. 
wuch, after a courfe of fifteen hundred miles, falls into itfclf. 

It is this long chain of mountains which divides the waters which run 
into the Atlantic, from thofe which, throwing themfelves into the Mif- 
1 ippi, and into the rivers which difeharge themfelves there, gain the gulf 
o Mexico ; in the fame manner as the yellow mountains, at eight or nine 
hundred miles beyond the Miffifippi, divide the waters which flow into 
this river from thofe which fall into the South Sea. 

The great difference of latitude produces a proportional change in the 
climates of different ftates. The fnow covers Vermont and the province 
of Maine during five or fix months of the year, and the winter there lafls 
feven; while there is hardly any winter in South Carolina, and ftill lefs 

in Georgia; and fhould any fnow fall there, it does not remain two days 
upon the ground. 

The 
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The fudden variations of the temperature is a common charadleriflic 
of the climate of the different Hates. It is ufual to fee the thermometer 
fall or rife twenty-five degrees in twenty-four hours, according to the 
fcale of Farenheit, equal to eleven degrees one-ninth of Reaumur. I 
have feen it fall very often, and particularly in April 1796 , in twelve 
hours, from the twentieth degree of Reaumur, equal to the feventy-fe- 
venth of Farenheit, to five of Reaumur, equal to forty-four and a half of 
Farenheit; and this obfervation has been made at Wilmington in Dela¬ 
ware, and at Baltimore. 

The cold is incomparably flronger and more durable in America than 
in Europe in the fame latitude, and the heat more intenfe, more oppref- 
five, and more infupportable. It may be remarked, that in the different 
latitudes of the continent of North America, the heat differs more in its 
duration than in its power; in 1/Q5 I have feen, in Upper Canada, the 
thermometer of Farenheit rife in July to the ninety-fecond degree; in 
the month of Augufl in the fame year I have feen it at ninety-fix at 
Albany. At Savannah, in Georgia, it feldom rifes beyond that; and 
from Newark, in Upper Canada, or Albany, in the Hate of New 
York, to Savannah, there is a difference of fourteen degrees of lati¬ 
tude ; but the thermometer remains, during a month or two at Savan¬ 
nah, at this height, and very feldom two days together in the northern 
Hates. * 

This great variation of climate affeffs very fenfibly the health of the 
inhabitants of the United States. People become old in America fooner 
than in Europe; and it is more rare to fee men of a great age there, 
efpecially in the Hates fouth of New England. 

The influence of the climate upon females is Hill more fenfible. 
When young they are generally beautiful, and more particularly fo at 
Philadelphia; but after twenty years of age they foon begin to lofe their 
frefli colour; at twenty-five many of them might be taken for Euro¬ 
peans of forty; their bloom is no more, and their form has already fuf- 
fered a change. If they have previoufly been mothers, their alteration is 
Hill more premature > yet neither nightly revels, the abufe of fpirituous 

liquors. 
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the legisLtive body. 
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EPOCH OF 

ACCEPTATION. 

NUMBER of branches. 

MODE 

OF ELECTION. 

duration. 

CONDITIONS FORHi EC o M]NG 0lBERS. 

CONDITIONS OF BECOMING ELECTORS. 

PARTICULAR POWERS, 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

In Convention the 17th of Sep¬ 
tember, 1787. Began to aft the 4th 
of March 1789. 

Two houfes: thefenate and the houfe of reprefen- 
tatives, called the Con^refs. The former, thirty-two 
members 5 the latter, five hundred members. 

The fenate by the le- 
giflaturesoftheftates; 
the reprefentatives by 
the people. 

Senate fix years. Go¬ 
ing out every two years 
by thirds. Reprefenta¬ 
tives two years. 

Senate : to he citizens of nine ya 
tnuty y.n.s of age. Reprefentativ- 
Cjtizens for Even years, and twemy.fi 
No pecuniary qualification. ’ 

tirili"?’ and 
„ hi« been 

For the reprefentatives the fame as for the mod 
numerous branch ot the legiflatures of States. 

The houfe of reprefentatives propofe the revenue- 
bills, and vote accufations. Two thirds are requi^ 
for declaring the perfon accufed guilty. The fenate 
appoint the officers named by the prefident. 


New Hampshire. 

1792. 

1 wo branches : the lenate and houle 0t reprefenta- 
tives, called the General Court. The firft, twelve 
members 5 the latter, from one hundred and twenty to 
one hundred and thirty. 

The people. 

A year. 

To be freemen, poffcfiing real or perj 

^(fopcfy- 

To be twenty-one years of age, and paying taxes. 

The houfe of reprefentatives propofe the rtvenue- 
bills, and vote accufations. The fenate judge them. 


Massachusetts. 

2d of March, 

1780. 

Two branches : the fenate and houfe of reprefenta¬ 
tives, called the General Court. The firft, thirty-one 
members ; the latter, three hundred and fifty-fix. 

The people ; 

But the vacancies of 
the fenate may by filled 
by the fenate ; and in the 
houfe of reprefentatives, 
among thole who were 
appointed by the voice ot 
the people at the preced¬ 
ing eleftion. 

A year. 

Senators to have a real property of 4 
fonal foitune ot 600I. Refidence of^ 1 r 
reprefentjitiws a real property oi lool.Jp*^ °* 

Free tenants of feven pounds rent, or fome property 
of lixty pounds. J 

The houfe of reprefentatives emit money-bills, and 
vote accufations. The lenate judge them. 


Connecticut. 

The ancient charter of Charles II. 
preferred entire; except neceflary 
changes made by the adoption of 
independence. 

Two branches: the general court 5 governor, lieu¬ 
tenant-governor, and twelve aftiftants, forming the 
upper houfe or the council. The re.prefentatives, or 
lower houfe, confift 0 f one hundred and feventy-nine 
members. 

/ 

The people. 

Governor, deputy, 
governor, or affiftants, 
one year. The repre- 
leptatives fix months. 

Freemen. 

Freemen having a real property of 40 (hillings, or 
401. perfonal. 

The legiflature hears and judges certain caufes, and 
grant reipits and pardons. 

The governor, the prefident of the council, and 

£ datingl ' haVe £aCh 3 V ° te ’ bef,des thlt 

Rhode Island. 

The ancient colonial charter of 
Charles II. 

Two branches : general affembly ; governor, deputy- 
governor, and ten aifiltants 5 reprefenting leventy mem¬ 
bers. 

The people. 

I he council a year. 
Their reprefentatives fix 
months. 

A property of forty pounds, or ani.txneof f° rt y 
(hillings. 

Freemen having a property of 40I. or an income of 
40 (hillings. 

New caufes are decided in the courts of juftice. 


Vermont. 

4th of July, 1786. 

Revifed iince. 

One branch : reprefentatives of freemen, called the 
General Aflembly ; one hundred and forty-five mem¬ 
bers; but the governor and council of twelve can fuf- 
pend a law till the next feftion. 

The people. 

A year. 

----- 


Accufations. To raife a tax, two thirds of the 
members mutt be prefent. 


New York. 
eoth of April, 1777. 

Two branches: thefenate, twenty-four members; 
lieutenant-governor prefident. Aflembly feventy mem¬ 
bers. 

The people. 

Senate four years ; 
one fourth to go out 
every year. The a(Tem- 
bly once a year. 


—--- 

Electors of the fenate to have a property of iool. 
Eleftors of reprefentatives, a property of 20I. or an 
income of 40 (hillings. 

9 

Two thirds of the aflembly vote accufations. Two 
thirds of the fenate can pronounce conviftions. 

The fenate is never to exceed one hundred ; nor the 
reprefentatives three hundred. The governor and re- 
vifional council can fufpend a law. The clergy are 
excluded. 

New Jersey. 

2d of July, 1776. 

Two branches: legiflative council, thirteen mem¬ 
bers. Aflembly, thirty-nine members. 

The people. 

A year. 

Counfellor of 1000I. property, move 
able. Reprefentatives, 500I. of the fan 

her immove- 

t 

Eleftors, 50I. of property, moveable or inmoveable. 

The council cannot prepare nor alter any money-bill. 


Pennsylvania. 

2d of September, 1790. 

Two branches : the fenate, twenty-three members; 
and the houfe of reprefentatives, feventy-nine members. 

The people. 

The fenate for four 
years ; one fourth going 
out every year. The 
reprefentatives for one 
year. 

Refidence of one year in thediftiift 0 
tors to be citizens of four years ftandii 
five years of age. Reprefentatives td 
three years, and twenty-one years of aj 

aunty. Sena- 
ptl twenty- 
L citizens of 

Twenty-one years of age; having refided two years 
in the State before eleftion, and during that time paid 
a tax laid fix months before the eleftion. The Tons of 
perfons thus qualified, between twenty-one and twenty- 
two years of age, may vote though they have not paid 
taxes. 

Revenue-bills commence in the houfe of reprefenta¬ 
tives. Accufations, by half of the reprefentatives; to 
be judged by the fenate. Conviftion, by two thirds of 
the members prefent. The judgment is only to be 
difmifial from place, and incapacity to hold any other. 

The fenate can never be lefs than a fourth, and more 
than a third, of the reprefentatives. The reprefen• 
tatives are never lefs than fixty, nor more than a hun¬ 
dred. 

Delaware. 

179°. 

Two branches, called the General Aflembly: the 
fenate, nine members; houfe of reprefentatives, twenty- 
one members. 

The people. 

The fenate for three 
years ; one third to go 
out every year. Repre- 
lentatives one year. 

Senators to be twenty-feven years ol 
of two hundred acres, or 1000I. Repr^ 
twenty-four years of age, with propertj 
refidecl three years. 

k\ property 
Stives to be 
jf.Soth to have 

Refidence of two years, and payment of taxes aflefled 
at leaft fix months before the election. ■ 

-^ — -------- 

Money-bills commence in the aflembly. Accufa¬ 
tions by two thirds of the reprefentatives. Conviftions 
by two thirds of the fenate. 


Maryland.. 

14th of Auguft, j 776.. 

■ 

Two branches, called the General Aflembly: the 
fenate, fifteen members ; houfe of delegates, eighty 
members. 

By the elc£}ors chofen 
by the people 1 . The de¬ 
legates by the people. 
The fenate fill their va¬ 
cancies by a ferutiny in 
the houfe. 

Senators elefted for 
five years, without ro¬ 
tation. Delegates one 
year. 

Senators to have been refident three) isrs, with a 
property moveable or immoveable of ioocI. Delegates 
the lame refidence, vvitn a property ot 56c! 

Electors for the delegates, and for the eleftors, to 
have a property of fifty acres ; or freemen with 30I. 
and having refidence in the county the whole year be¬ 
fore the election. 

Money-bills originate in the houfe of delegates, 
which ought not to include any other matter. The 
two houfes arreft for crimes and want of refpeft. The 
houfe of delegates name the treafurers for any term 
they think proper. 

The delegates and eleftors are chofen by word of 
mouth ; but the eleftors vote by ballot, and make oath. 
There are particular rules for the freemen of Baltimore 
and Annapolis. The clergy are excluded. 

Kentucky. 

1792. 

Two branches : the fenate, eleven members ; houfe 
of reprefentatives, forjy members. 

-—-,——J--- 

Senate by the elec¬ 
tors, chofen by the 
people. The reprefen¬ 
tatives by the people. 

The fenate for four 
years. Their reprefen¬ 
tatives for one. 

Senators to be twenty-feven years of^. The re- 
prelentatives twenty-four years. Ea* to have been 
refident for two years. 

Inhabitants of the State of two years (landing, or of 
the county one year. 

Money-bills can be propofed by the reprefentatives 
only. The fenate may propofe amendments. The 
right of accufations is in the reprefentatives. Thefenate 
judge. Two thirds are neceflary in thefe cafes. 

The fenate is to be compofed in fuch a manner, 
that the number exceed one fourth of that of the repre¬ 
fentatives. 

Virginia. 

5th of July,1776. 

Two branches, called the General Aflembly : fenate, 
twenty-four members; houfe of reprefentatives, from 
one hundred and fifty to one hundred and fixty members. 

The people. 

The fcnateto be forty 
years of age ; one fourth 
to go out every year. 
Delegates one year. 

No pecuniary conditions j but tbfatdk and de¬ 
legates rpuft be refident, and free tafr/n the ditlrift 
or county. r* ’ 1 

----- --1 

Eleftors to be free tenants. 

All the laws originate in the houfe of delates. The 
fenate cannot alter the money-bills. The delegates 
vote accufations which are judged by the general court, 
or by the court of appeal. 


North Carolina. 

1 2th of December, 1776. 

Two branches, the fenate and houfe of'commons, 
called the General Affembly. The firft, fixty mem¬ 
bers ; the fecond, one hundred and twenty members. 

The people. 

A year. 

Senate to have a property of threemndred acres. 
Commons, a property of one hiindndjres. 

1 Electors of the fenate to have a property of fifty 

1 acres. Electors of the commons, paying taxes, and a 
refidence in the county. 

The two houfes adjourn by ballot to any place or 
day. Accufations by the commons, judgments by 
the fupreme court ; and, if the judges are accufed, they 
are judged by a fpecial tribunal. 

Bills are required to be read three times in each 
houfe. The clergy aie excluded. 

South Carolina. 

3d of June, 1790. 

• 

Two branches, called the General Aflembly : the 
fenate, thirty-feven members ; the houfe of reprefen¬ 
tatives, one hundred and twenty-four. 

The people. 

Senate four years ; 
half of them go out 
every two years. Re¬ 
prefentatives two years. 

Senators, thirty years of age. Cifiens, and refi¬ 
dent in the Slate five years. If they jfide iiv the dil- 
trift, a property of 300I. otherwife property in the 
diflria of 1000I. Reprefentatives to fc citizens, and 
refidents three years. If they rtfide, airoperty of three 
hundred acres and ten negroes, or a fitune of 1 50I. 
otherwife a property in the diflrift of 500I. 

E.colors, citizens, and refident two years ; a pro¬ 
pel ty of fifty acres, or a lot in the town, or paying a 
j 3 * tlire 5 killings. Refidence of fix months in the 
d lit lift before the eleftion. 

Imprlfonment for want of refpeft. Accufations by 
two thirds of the houfe of reprefentatives. Two thirds 
of the fenate judge. The reprefentatives propofe the 
bills for raifing the revenue. 

The bills are read three times on three different days 
in each houfe. A bill rejefted cannot be prefented 
again till after fix days previous notice, and with per- 
mifiion. The clergy are excluded. 

Georgia. 

May 1795? 

Two branches, called the General Aflembly; the 
fenate, twenty-three members ; houfe of reprefentatives, 
fifty-one. 

The people. 

! 

A year. 

t 

i 

1 

Senators, twenty-eight years of age, having inha¬ 
bited the United States nine years. iCitizens three 
years in Georgia. Refidence in the coiiity fix months. 
Having two hundred and fifty acres, or property of 
150I. Reprefentatives, twenty-one years of age. Ci- 
:izens of the United States, ftven years. Two years 
inhabitants of Georgia. Refident in the county, thre< 
nonths. Free of two hundred acres, or 150k 

Eleftprs, paying taxes and having refided fix months 
in the county. 

Accufations: a third forms a fufficient number in 
each branch for deliberation. 

Clergy excluded. A convention, to revife the con- 
ftitution, was to be chofen in November 1797 > it Nvas 
to confift of three members of each county, and to 
aflemble in May, 1798. 

Tennessee. 

6th of February, 1796. 

Two branches, called the General Aflembly : the 
fenate, eleven members ; the houfe of reprefentatives, 
twenty-two. 

The people. 

Senate and reprefen- 

• c 

tatives two years. 

Refidence three years in the State, or one in tin 
rountv. Being free, and having two hundred acre 
>f land in the county. 

e 

s Eleftors, free of the county. 

Imprifonment for want of refpell. Accufations. 
Bills may begin in both houfes. 

Clergy excluded. The fenate is never lefs than a 
third, and never more than a half, of the reprefenta¬ 
tives. They are never more than forty. 

N.urth-West Territory of 
the Ohio. 

13th of July, i 7 g 7 . 

| 

The governor and the judges make the laws. 

The prefident and 1 

the fenate of the United | 

States appoint the go- j 

tremor and the judges. 1 

< 

The governor for 
three years ; but may 
ze difplaced by the pre- 
(ident of the United 
States. The judges are 
luring good conduit. 

♦ 


To adopt the laws exifting in the different States to 
which the territory is attached. Subjell tQ the revi- 
fion of the Congrefs. 
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No. II. 


THE TABLE OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY ABRIDGED 


PERIODS OF DURATION OF THE FUNCTIONS. 




OF THE SENATE. 


OF THE REPRESENTATIVES. 


'CONDITIONS 


BECOMING MEMBERS. 


CONDITIONS 

O F 

BECOMING ELECTORS. 


United States . fix years. 
Maryland . . . five years. 

New York . 

Pennfylvania . J 
Virginia .... ^four years. 
Kentucky . . . I 
South Carolina . J 


Delaware . . . 
Tennefiee . . . 

NewHampfhire. 
MafTachufetts . 

Connecticut 
Rhode Ifiand / g 
Vermont ..If 
N ew Jerfey J 

North Carolina . 
Georgia. 


three years, 
two years. 


^a }^ear. 


United States 
South Carolina 
Tennefiee . 

NewHampfhire 
MafTachufetts 
Vermont . . . 
New York . . 
New Jerfey . 
Pennfylvania . 
Delaware . . . 
Maryland . . 
Kentucky . . 
Virginia . . . 
North Carolina 
Georgia , . 

Connecticut . . \ 
Rhode Ifiand . . ) 
# 


-two years. 


year. 


fix months. 


Rhode Ifiand 
New Jerfey 
Delaware . . 
Virginia . . 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Tennefiee. . . 

NewHampfhire 
MafTachufetts 
Maryland . . 
Georgia . . , 

United States . 
Connecticut 
Vermont . . 
New York . 
Pennfylvania 
Kentucky . 


A portion of 
landed pro¬ 
perty is re¬ 
quired. 


United States - 

Rhode Ifiand 
New York . . 
Virginia • • . 
North Carolina 


The fame as in 
the State where 
the eleCtor re- 
fides. 


Landed property 
f is neceflarv. 



^ Landed pro¬ 
perty and a 
t fpeciesofper- 
J fonal prop y . 


i Property not 


required. 


MafTachufetts 
Connecticut . 
New Jerfey . 
Maryland . . 
South Carolina 

NewHampfhire 
Vermont . . . 
Pennfylvania . 
Delaware. . . 
Kentucky . . 
Georgia . . . 
Tennefiee . . 


A portion of land¬ 
ed or of perfonal 
property is re¬ 
quired. 
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THE EXECtJ^ ER ' 


- -~ -„ - ^ 

- 

'« 

STATES, £ 

IY WHOM NAMED. 

DURATION. 

WHETHER IT BE 

RE-ELECTIVE. 

WHETHER THERE BE A 

COUNCIL. 

Dominating to 

POWP 

; .;ilN PLACES. 

OTHER POWERS. 

CONDITIONS REQUIRED. 

WHETHER THERE BE 

A LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 

OR NOT. 

The United States. 

By the eledors. 

Four years. 

Re-eledive. 

No council. 

The fenate approves, 
fltfjcies during the ab fence 

of the 

It pardons. Has a conditional nega¬ 
tive, and ieceives foreign miniflers. 

Citizen; fourteen years refident, and 
thirty-five years of age. 

The vice-prefident of the United 
States prefident of the fenate. 

New Hampshire. 

By the people. 

A year. 

Re-eledive. 

Council of five members, 
chofen by the people. 

ijt all the officers, with 

It paidons, and has a conditional 
negative. 


No lieutenant-governor. 

Massachusetts. 

By the people. 

A year. 

Re-eledive. 

Council. 

_ A feme exceptions. 

It nA 

It pardons, and has a conditional 
negative. 

To have been an inhabitant feven 
years. 

' Lieutenant-governor, who is a mem¬ 
ber and prefident of the council. 

Connecticut. 

By the people. 

A year. 

Re-eledive. 

No executive council. 

it na-- lJ,he affiftantS ’ and ° nly 
the fhe^ 

Is prefident of the council, and has 
a calling vote. 


Lieutenant-governor, member of the 
council. 

Rhode Island. 

By the people. 

A year. 

Re-eledive. 

No executive council. 

No ^(nomination. 

Prefides at the council. 

Free tenant and freeman of a cor¬ 
porate town. 

Lieutenant-governor. 

Vermont. 

By the people. 

A year. 

Re-eledive. 

Deputy governor and council. 

9 

It nan 1 **°® cers ' 

The governor and the council can 
fufpend the laws till the following fef- 
iion. It pardons and judges accufa- 
tions." 


Lieutenant-governor, called in the 
charter deputy-governor. 

New York. 

By the free tenants 
of 1001. fterling. 

Three years. 

Re-eledtive. 

No executive council but that 
of nomination and revifion. 

It natf council of nomina- 
tion jjoiiDiBplKM.withB few 
except^ 

Pardons. Has a conditional negative 
with the council of revifion. 


Lieutenant-governor, who is prefi¬ 
dent of the fenate. 

New Jersey. 

By the legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-eledive. 

The legiflative council ads as 
executive council. 


Prelides at the council, and is chan¬ 
cellor. The governor and council are 
a court of appeal. 


Vice-prefident. 

PeNNSYLV ANIAe 

By the people. 

Three years. 

Re-eledive nine years 
in twelve. 

No council. 

It rnailnominations, except the 
fheriffs .coroners, who are named 
by the pi and the treafurer of the 
flate by^Aature; the officers of 
militia,and companies, by 
the regi-j aid the companies. 

It pardons, except in cafes of accu- 
fation for flate crimes or prevarication. 
Has a conditional negative. 

Citizen, and inhabitant for feven 
years; thirty years of age. 

The vacancy of the office of governor 
is filled in the interim by the fpeaker of 
the fenate. 

Delaware. 

By the people. 

Three years. 

Re-eledive three years 
in fix. 

No council. 

It nscicept the fheriffs, the 
corolenrfe treafurers. 

Pardons, except in cafes of flate 
crimes or prevarication. 

Thirty years of age. Citizens of the 
United States for twelve years, and of 
the State fix years. 


Maryland. 

By the legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-eledive three years 
in feven. 

Council. 

It nam uiuhe advice of the fenate. 

Pardons. Lays embargoes. Dilplaces 
and fufpends officers, except thofe who 
remain in place during good behaviour. 

Five years refidence, and a property 
of 5,0001. 


Kentucky. 

By the eledors. 

Four years. 

Re-elcdive. 

No council. 

Nancnlik advice of the fenate. 

Pardons, except in cafes of treafon 
or prevarication. 

Thirty years of age. Refidence of 
two years in the flate before the ejec¬ 
tion. 

No lieutenant-governor. 

Virginia. 

By the legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-eledive three years 
in feven. 

Council of flate. 

N ares will the council only the 
juflic$iofpcfo, 

It pardons. 

Thirty years of age. 

The prefident of the council ads as 
lieutenant-governor in cafe of the va¬ 
cancy of a governor. 

North Carolina. 

By the legiflature. 

A year. 

Re-eledive three years 
in fix. 

Council of flate. 

No iomina(ian in the interim, till 
the feflon of tkkjpllature. i 

Pardons and lays embargoes. 

Five years refidence, and property 
of 10001. 

No lieutenant-governor. 

South Carolina. 

By the legiflature. 

Two years. 

Connot be re-eleded 
till four years after. 

No council. 

Danes fomtnferior officers. 

Pardons and lays embargoes. 

Citizen, and refidence of ten years ; 
property of 15001. 

Lieutenant-governor. 

Georgia. 

By the legiflature. 

Two years. 

Re-eledivc. 

No council. 

Nar.es fomB,il 0 | cerS) and all the 
military. • *’ 

Pardons. Has a conditional negative. 

Twelve years a citizen ; fix years 
refidence; five hundred acres; or a 
property of 10001. 

No lieutenant-governor. 

Tennessee. 

■ “Nr 

By the people. 

Two years. 

Re-eledive fix years in 
eight. 

No council. 

S? of 

Pardons, and aflembles the legifla¬ 
ture upon extraordinary occafions. 

Citizen or inhabitant four years; 
property of five hundred acres; twenty* 
five years of age. 

Speaker of the fenate lieutenant- 
governor, as in Pennfylvania. 

North-West Territory of 
the Ohio. 

By the prefident and 
fenate of the United 
States. 

Three years; but 
removeable at the will 
of the United States. 

Re-eledive. 

No council. 

Names all tU giftratesand ^ 

The governor and the judges malce 
the laws for the territory. 

Refident in the territory, and pro¬ 
perty of one thoufand acres. 

The fecretary of the territory, named 
as governor, fills his place in his #b* 
fence. 
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No. IV. 


THE TABLE OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER ABRIDGED. 


MANNER 



* OF 

CHOOSING THEM. 

DURATION. 

WHEN RE-ELECTIVE. i 


United States - ^ 
Kentucky - - -) 


New Hampfhire 
MafTachufetts - 
Connecticut - - 
Rhode Ifland - 
Vermont - - - 
New York --- 
Pennfyl vania 
Delaware - - - 
TennelTee — 

New Jerfey - - 
Maryland - — 
Virginia - - - - 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia -- 


By the 
eleCtors. 


By the 
people. 


By the 
legiflature, 


United States - ^ Three 
Kentucky- S years. 

New York • -1 
Pennfylvania -1 Ditto. 


Delaware - - -3 

Carolina Y 

ia-- V 

iflee-1 


South 
Georgia 
TennelTee 


Two 

years. 


New Hampfhire - 
MafTachufetts - 
Connecticut — 
Rhode Ifland - 
Vermont — - 
New Jerfey — 
Maryland - — 
Virginia - - - - 
South Carolina - 


A 

year. 



United States - 
New Hampfhire 
MafTachufetts - 
Connecticut — 
Rhode lfland - 
Vermont - - - 
New York - — 
New Jerfey — 
Kentucky - - 


. f Nine years 
rennfylvania — < 

l in twelve. 

Delaware - - Three 
North Carolina J years in fix. 

Maryland - "1 Three years 
\ irginia “J in feven. 

South Carolina f Tw ° ^ 


TennelTee 







































































No. V*. 


STATES. 


The United States. 


New Hampshire. 


Massachusetts. 


Connecticut. 


Rhode Island. 


Vermont. 


New York. 


New Jersey. 


Pennsylvania. 


Delaware. 


Maryland. 


Kentucky. 


Virginia. 


South Carolina. 


Georgia. 


Tennessee. 


THE JUDICJk 


ORDER. 



HOW DISMISSED. 


REMARKS. 


By the prefident with the approbation of the fenate. 




By the governor and the counciL 


North Carolina. 


North-West Territory of 
the Ohio. 


By the governor and council. 


By the legiflature. 


By the legiflature. 


By the council and the aftembly. 


During good behavr 


By accufation of the houi'e of reprefentatives before __ The falaries cannot be diminifhed during office, 
the ten ate. 


The fuperior judges during goo^° U 
juftices of peace for five years. 


Bv accufation of the houfe of reprefentavives, 
and upon the addrefs of the legiflature to the go- 
I vernor. 


The 

The fuperior judges during a Q k^ l0Ur 
juftices of peace for feven years. 


By accufation of the houfe of reprefentatives, and 
by the governor and council at the requeit ot the two 
houfes. 


Salaries fixed by the law. 


Gives his opinion to the governor and the council 
upon folemn occations, and to the legiflatuie in quo 
tions of law. He pronounces divorces. 


year. 


Re-chofen in general while they are able, except 
in cafes of inifbehaviour. 


The courts pronounce divorces. 


A year. 


By the governor and the council of nomination. 


By the council and the aftembly. 


By the governor. 


By the governor. 


By the governor and the counciL 


By the governor and the fenate. 


By the legiflature. 


By the legiflature, but receive their commiflion 
from the governor. 


A year, and lefs if n|fW‘ 


During good behav ^ 1 


Re-chofen in general while they are able, except in 


cafes of mifbehaviour 


By accufation of the affembly, judged by the go¬ 
vernor and the council. 


The courts judge cafes of divorce. 


Cannot be chofen above the age of fixty. 


The fuperior court re-eledive^y ^ 
the inferior every five years. 


During the good behaviour^ j u£ *g es ' 


By the accufation of the aftembly and judgment 
of the council. 


During the good behaviouroithe judges. 


no around of accufation. 


B, accufation of the houf. of 
by a majority of t^nf ^o thirds ofLach houfe, 
”cn k f. «.fo there is no good g,.«»d of ,=»- 

fation. _ 


The falaries of the judges not to be dinainiffied 
while in office. They are neither to receive tees no 
hold any other place of profit. The iupreme corn 
takes cognizance of divorces and penftons o wi vv* > 
can fnpply defeds in tides occationed by ads loft on 
abient. N o chancer jr. ___ 


During the good behaviour efthe judges. 


During the good behaviour c(the judges. 




During the good behaviour o(the judges. 


For bad condud upon pi|>^effire^trigun^^ 
by the governor at the requett of the allemmy, y 
majority of two thirds of each houfe. 


By accufation, or a. the mfudl of t»o third, of 
each houfe of legiflature. 


verfa . 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


By the legiflature. 


By the legiflature. 


During the good behaviour ofthejudges. 


By accufation of the affembly or grand jury, judged 
by a fpe.cial tribunal. __________ 


Salaries not to be diminifhed while in office. 


Salaries not to be diminifhed during office. 


By accufation of the affembly, judged by tbe fenate. 


Salaries unchangeable during office. 


Re-ele&ive every three years. 


By the accufation of the affembly, judged by the 
fenate. __ 


By the legiflature. 


By the prefident and the fenate of the United 
States. 


During the the good behaviour of the judges. 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


Salaries unchangeable during office. 


By the accufation of the aftembly. 


By the accufation of the houfe 
of the United States, judged by the ten 


States. 


Cannot advife juries in matters of: faft, but can 
give their opinion upon evidence, and declare tne 

law. _ 


Salaries regulated by the congrefs. Some legifla- 
tive powers joined to the governor. 













































































































































































































































































No. VI. MANNER OF ELECTING THE MEMB of 


STATES. 

SENATORS. 

j Dis 

New Hampshire. 

By the feparate refolution of the two houfes; the votes taken 
by ballot. 

Fo :fril 

Massachuset ts. 

By the feparate refolution of the two houfes, each houfe 
having a negative upon the proportion of the other. The 
votes taken by ballot. 

% the 
divided in} 411 
fourteen o 

Connecticut. 

By the diftindl vote of each houfe taken by ballot. 

Seven tr KeD ^ 
ble the nu^7 

Rhode Island, 

By the ballot of the two houfes affembled. 

mem 

Vermont. 

At firft by the feparate fuffrages of the two houfes ; if they 
cannot agree, by the number of votes ; and by ballot in both 
cafes. 

Two m J °fe n 

have refid< 

New York. 

At firft by the feparate fuffrages of the two houfes ; if they 
do not agree, then by the ballot of them united. 

Ten meifflfr 

to place of 

-*- 

New Jersey. 

By the luffrages ; fometimes taken by ballot, and fometimes 
viva voce . 

bers 

Pennsylvania. 

The manner is not yet determined by the law. Hitherto the 
eledfions have been made by feparate refoiutions, and by their 
votes given viva voce. By the conftitution of Pennfylvania thefe 
elections are required to be made viva voce . 

Thirteer for 
place of reThe 
ftate ; the the d 
the fourth ; the 

Delaware. 

By a general ballot. 

C 

Maryland. 

By a general ballot. One of the fenators muft be of the Eaft 
part, and the other of the Weft. 

anbe 

Kentucky, 

By a general ballot ; but the votes are taken and examined 
in each houfe. The majority decides. 

Two iittjfflk 
been relide 

Virginia. 

By general ballot. 

Seventeen 
inuft have sts 

North Carolina. 

By general ballot. 

Ten metjji, 
have refida 

South Carolina. 

By general ballot. 

Six men~^ 
dence. 

Georgia. 

By general ballot. 

stub 

Tennessee. 

By general ballot. 

1 






































































ffiSERS OF CONGRESS IN EACH STATE. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Their Distribution and Number. 

A- . 

*1 

Conditions of their Election. 

Far members. Chofen in the Hate in general. 

i here muft be an abfolute majority in the firft place, other^ 
wife a lift is made of thofe who have the moft votes, amount- 
to <?°" b ! e the members to be chofen ; the plurality of this 
hit is fufhcient to decide. If. two have an equal number of 
votes the governor has a cafting vote. 

Hiiftna; in which they ought to relide. The ftate is 
mM* as many diftridts as members, and ought to furnith 

°%o:them. 

The majority is nececeflary, and after one trial the electors 
choole from among the candidates him who has the moft votes. 

Wmembcrs taken from a preliminary nomination of clou- 
dumber made by the people. 

Nomination, and the majority of votes. 

Two members in the whole (late. 

T he majority is neceflary. 

Tromembers, chofen each in a diftrid where they Ihould 
to raid. 

The majority is neceftary in the firft eflay, the plurality in 
the others. J 

Ten members taken from as many dill rids, without regard 
' place or refidcnce. 

The plurality luffices. 

Five members chofen in the whole ftate. 

The plurality. 

members for as many diftrids, without regard to 
laolte&dence. The firft eledion is made by the° whole 
t \thefecond by the diftrid ; the third by the whole ftate; 
fourth by diltrid ; the fifth the fame. 

The plurality. 

One member. 

The plurality. 

Eight members for as many diftrids. 

The plurality* 

Tw lumbers chofen in two diftrids, where they muft have 
enre&ts. 

The plurality. 

Seveotcea members chofen in as many diftrids, where they 
aft have been refidents. 

The plurality. 

Ttisabers chofen in as many diftridls, where they muft 
Erf* 3 3 

The plurality. 

Siimenibcrs for as many diftrids, without regard to refi¬ 
ner 

The plurality. 

Two members in the whole ftate. 

The plurality. 

One member. 

' The plurality. 
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liquors, the want of exercife, nor an excefs of it, can be brought as a pre¬ 
text for this early change. If in the eaftern Hales the period of their 
beauty fhould be lengthened, it is but for a fhort time. 

The number of children which die in their infancy is proportionably 
much greater than in Europe. Colds, hooping-coughs, and diforders of 
the throat, take off a great quantity. The molt common difeafes in all 
the Hates arc flowings of the chell, confumptions, and bilious and putrid 
fevers; I do not mention intermitting fevers, the moH frequent of alb 
becaufe they are not mortal, though they fometimes degenerate- into 
bilious fevers. 

An epidemical difeafe, during fevcral of the lafl years, has made great 
ravages in the United States. From Boflon there is hardly a maritime 
town but what has felt its fatal effeHs during five or fix years. Philadelphia,- 
in 1 7Q3, loH by this malady one-tenth of its population. At the moment 
I am quitting America, this city is Hill defolated by this fcourge ; and if 
the number of her victims be lels confiderable than it has been during 
four years, it is becaufc nine-tenths of the inhabitants took flight at the 
firfl appearance of this dreadful diforder ; for among thofe who remained 
the proportion of death appears yet greater. This difeafe does not marii- 
feft itfelf till near the dole of the fummer, and does not cealc till the 
cold feafon fets in. I will not undertake to fpcak of its fymptoms, Which 
appear to be very curious; nor of its treatment, upon which the opi¬ 
nions of alrnoH all the phyficians of the United States vary. Since 1 793, 
a great number of writings upon this difeafe have appeared, which feme 
phyficians believe to have been imported from the Antilles, while fome 
contend that it is indigenous; fome Hate it to be of thejnoH communi¬ 
cative infection, and others maintain that it is not even epiuemic ; and 
there are who fay, that it is only a malignant fever of a'ferrous fpecies. 

However it may be, the dread of this diforder is fuch, that it is often 
believed to have taken place when it has not, and that many Ample 
putrid fevers receive the name and the treatment of the yellow fever. 

It is Generally remarked, that this difeafe has not yet made its appear¬ 
ance in any towns in the interior parts ; that in the maritime towns 
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where it has raged fo cruelly, it has hardly ever extended beyond the 
fame quarters ; and laftly, that of all the inhabitants of thcfe unfortunate 
places, the French are among thofe who have been the leaft attacked 
with it: only one of them died at Philadelphia in 1/93, and only four 
this year, though no Frenchman quitted the city. The more circum- 
fpect ufe which they make of 'fpirituous liquors, is the reafon which is 
given for the good fortune of having efcaped from this danger, while it 
w r as almoll general to others. 

We read almoft every where, that the indigenous fpecies, men and 
animals, are fmaller in America than in the ancient continent. It is 
neceffary to have feen more animals than I have had an opportunity of 
feeing, and to have made more perfonal obfervations, to have formed a 
firm opinion upon this great queftion. What I have feen of indigenous 
animals, bears, wolves, panthers, foxes, &c. have certainly appeared lefs 
to me than thofe of the fame fpecies of the old world: it is alfb ac¬ 
knowledged, that they have lefs ferocity in each of their fpecies. Yet 
there are found, as I have already had an occafion to obferve, bones which 
appeared to belong to animals of much greater dimenfions than any 
known to exift at prefent. 

The domeftic animals imported from Europe lofe nothing of their 
fize by becoming inhabitants of America, w r hen they find the fame nou- 
rifhment, and the fame accommodations, which they received in their 
native foil. I have feen in New England, and in many other parts of 
the United States, as fine cow's as in any other part of the w r ortd; but 
they are fcarce, becaufe the great pains taken in the different branches 
of agriculture arc not fo well know r n and pradlifed; and it is alfo true, 
that the milk given by thefe cows is nearly equal in quantity to that 
given by others in Europe, and yet produces a fourth part lefs butter; 
and that though the beef be as fine in America as in Europe, it is not fo 
fubflantial. This inconteftible truth extends to the vegetable produc¬ 
tions ; and it is acknowledged, for example, that the beft American 
flour, ground in the beft mills, and made of the beft corn, does not 
equal either in quantity or in quality the European flour; particularly 
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that known in commerce by the name of flour of moirjac, which for that 
reafon is always dearer than American flour, and preferred to it by the 
inhabitants of the Antilles. 

As to the Indians, thole whom I have feen, without being remarkably 
tall, are of an ordinary ftature, and appear to be ftrong, and of a good 
conftitution. The ufe of rum weakens and enervates them—brings on a 
premature old age, and death; but this is not to be attributed to either 
nature or the climate. Travellers who have teen many more Indians 
than I, and particularly Indians at a greater diftance from the habita¬ 
tions of whites, have allured me that they have found tribes of men very 
tall, and always, like the reft of mankind, ftronger in proportion to their 
fobriety. 

The vegetable kingdom, in America, is admirably rich and abundant; . 
and particularly fo in the louthern ftates, where the plants, in great 
abundance, have a quick and ftrong growth; and in the more northern 
parts, where their growth is not fo fpeedy or their odour fo great, have 
generally an agreeable exhalation. M. de Caftiglioni, an Italian travel¬ 
ler, who appears to have feen America with a penetrating eye, and to 
have carried his profound refearches into the vegetable kingdom in par¬ 
ticular, fays, that the vegetables which grow in the United States have a 
great refemblance to thofe which grow under the fame latitudes in the 
ancient continent. After the raoft minute inquiry into the different 
natures of the foil, of the climates, of the various vegetable productions 
in the United States, it evidently appears, that there is not any produc¬ 
tions, except fugar, of which the foil of the United States is not capable 
of producing, by the aid of an appropriate culture. Perhaps as to fome 
of them the country may not yet be quite congenial; but the number 
of thofe is, 1 believe, very inconfiderable. 

There is a great variety of birds in America, and for the moft part 
their plumage is exceedingly rich and brilliant. There arc but few of 
them which entirely refcmble thofe of the fame fpecies in Europe, if 
there be a fpecies in exiftence abfolutely alike. Except the mocking¬ 
bird, which counterfeits the cries of all the other birds, there are few of 
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them which have a varied fong, or even a charming note; and on thi 
account a walk in the woods is much lei's delightful than in Europe. 

The ftriking difference there is between the animal and vegetable pro¬ 
ductions of the two hemifpheres is far from being applicable to the mi¬ 
neral kingdom. The form of mountains, rocks, and beds of different 
minerals in North America, are the fame as thofe of the old world. 
There arc found there different fpecies of granite, combined and varied 
as in the mountains of Europe ; innumerable kinds of fehides; of linie- 
ffoncs, more or Ids perfect, and more or lefs fine ; and minerals of alrnolf 
every fpecies. Upon the eafl coafl of the Atlantic, from the bay of 
Penobfcot, as far as Georgia, and, 1 am affined, from thence as far as 
the mouth of the Miffilippi, there are not any ffones found of a fecon- 
dary fpecies, or fuch of which any traces of the:mode of their formation 
can be difeovered.; they arc all of the granite kind, containing in them 
veins of quartz, calcareous fpar, marble, and different forts of minerals ; 
but none of them fhew any traces of vegetable or animal productions 
enveloped in their beds. 

The mountains of Canada, thofe of Lakes George and Champlain, 
and of the Alleghanies excepted, the fummits of all the others are flat, 
and appear evidently to have been formed upon the fame horizontal 
level. In fhort, every thing in the mineral kingdom exhibits figns of a 
country more recently quitted by the waters than the three other parts 
of the world. 

The characters of the inhabitants of the different ffates may be ex¬ 
pected to be as diflimilar to each other as the climates of the countries 
they inhabit are various. The climate it fell, the original formation of 
thefc colonies, their ancient governments, and the diverfity of nations of 
which the population of the United States is compofed, has in reality 
impreffed this difference between them. The pofl'effion and ufage of 
flaves alone muff have introduced a great difference in their manners. 
While palling through the different ffates, I have tried to give a fketch 
of this diverfity. Yet there are traits almoff common to all the inha¬ 
bitants of the United States; and the caufe of this parity maybe found 
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in the recent origin of all thefe people, in the great difficulties which 
they experienced in their eftablifhments, and even in the adtual confti- 
tution of the United States. 

The traits of character common to all, are ardour for enterprile, cou¬ 
rage, greedinefs, and an advantageous opinion of themfelves. The title 
of the mojl enlightened nation of the whole world, which the committee of 
the houfe of reprefentatives appointed to propofe the anlwer of the houfe 
to the addrefs of the prelident, in December 1796 , has given to the peo¬ 
ple of the United States, will be of itfelf a proof of that good opinion they 
have of themfelves, which I give as a common charadteriftic, efpecially 
if it be known with what labour, and after what long difeuffions, the 
houfe determined to make the facrifice of this fuperlative, with which 
the modefty of the majority of the United States had not been embar- 
raffed. I quote this example as the moll ffriking and the moft national; 
but, to tell the truth, almoft all the books printed in America, and the 
individual converfations of the Americans, furniih. proofs of it daily. 
This character, which none of thofe, I believe, who have feen America 
will deny to be that of the United States, is an exaggeration proceeding 
from the newnefs of their eftablifhments, and will wear out in time. 
Their courage will be more exceptionable {fill to thofe who have the 
flighteft knowledge of the w r ar for independency. Habituated to fatigue 
from their infancy, having for the moft part made their fortune by their 
labour and their induftry, fatigue and labour are not yet become repugnant 
even to thofe in the moft eafy circumftances; while they wiftt to enjoy 
the eafe and fweets of life, they do not regard them as abfolute wants; 
they know how to difpenfe with them, and to quit them and travel in the 
w r oods whenever their intereft requires it; the) can forget them, whenever 
a reverfe of fortune takes them away ; and they know r how to run after 
fortune when fhe efcapes them; for, as I have often faid before, the de¬ 
fire of riches is their ruling paftion, and indeed their only paflion. 

The ridiculous aftertion advanced by fome writers, that the new w T orld 
could not produce genius and talents like the old, has been proved to be 
abfurd by the mere citation of the name of fome inhabitants of the 
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United States, whofe genius and brilliant talents would do honour to 
any country whatever; and it may be fuppofed.that fhe will produce 
others. Further, the American people are intelligent, eager to invefti- 
gate, and difpofed to inftrudtion; and many examples of men may be, 
mentioned, who, without education, have invented and conftru&ed 
works, particularly in mechanics. Worthy of the belt workmen in Europe. 
It is nevertheiefs certain, that the number of men diftinguifhed for fcience 
and literature there, is much lefs than in the nations of Europe, though, 
as Mr. Morfe fays in his Geography, there muft be a rcafon tor this differ¬ 
ence : the means of inftrucflion are lefs complete, and not fo extenfive— 
doubtlefs this is one reafon; but I regard it as only a fecondary caufe ; 
and that this if ate of imperfedtion of the public education is itfelf only 
the confequence of a caufe of more general influence, I mean, that con¬ 
tinual occupation of getting money, common to all orders and profef- 
fions. The ftudy of the fciences and of letters requires, to make much 
progrcfs, that the mind fliould be difcngaged from all other predominant 
employments; it demands the exertion of all our faculties; and it is 
known, that the paffion for money is that, of all others, which keeps the 
moft conftant pofleflion of the mind of him who is tainted with it, and 
that it renders the mind lefs fufccptible of all diftra&ion, at leaft from all 
other purfuits. 

In Europe, where the cultivation of the fciences and of letters is the 
principal occupation of thofe who ditlinguifh themfelves in them, and is, 
for that reafon, a particular order, it will be found that no profeflion has 
furnifhed fewer learned and literary men than thofe which employ the 
mind in calculations of lofs and gain : and in America it wall be found, 
that thofe who have been, and thofe who can now be reckoned among 
learned men, are or were, by chayadtcr or by fituation, the moft exempt 
from this common difpofition of their fellow citizens. 

A better and more complete fyftem of inftrudion than that which is 
now generally followed in the colleges of the United States, would aug¬ 
ment but little the number of men who give themfelves up to the 
fciences and to letters, fo long as the manners of the people continue to 
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direfl the defires and thoughts towards the acquirement of wealth. The 
term ot education in America is too Ihort; a young man hardly arrives 
at the age of fixteen years, before his parents are defirous of placing him 
in the counting-houfe of a merchant, or in the office of a lawyer. He 
has not yet been able to acquire at college that degree of inftru&ion 
which would give him the means of refigning himfclf to the fciences and 
tb letters, if he had a tafte for them. He foon lofes every other idea 
than thofe which can prepare the M ay and hurry him on to the acquifi- 
tion of a fortune ; he fees no other views in thofe around him, or in fo- 
ciety ; he fees his profits, and his whole confideration is attached to fuc- 
cefles of this kind ; how can he preferve any other views ? It is there¬ 
fore this general difpofition which oppofes the perfedability of the public 
inftrudion, which, of whatever kind it might have been, could not have 
prevailed over the impatience of parents to put their children into the 
road of acquiring riches, and over that exclufive paffion to follow this 
career, which the latter imbibe with the milk from the breads of their 
mothers. 

They complain in the United States, and doubtlefs with great reafon, 
that a confiderable number of American citizens, forgetful of the coun¬ 
try to which they belong, are now arming privateers in France, for the 
purpofe of taking American fhips, which the French government deem 
lawful prizes; and thefe complaints are certainly well-founded, fince 
there are but lew greater crimes of which a citizen can be guilty. But 
whence arofc the principles of this horrid crime, if not from that paffion 
fo openly avowed in America, of getting money, and becoming rich— 
a paffion which leads to an indifference about the means/ when it has 
become fo general. This is what makes fociety connive at unjuft pay¬ 
ments, at fraudulent bankruptcies, and encourages the lending of money 
at an enormous intereft, which the law condemns. 

This difpofition is natural to a new people, placed in a foreign terri¬ 
tory, and under circumftances which have afforded fo many means'of 
greedinefs. But it has, neverthelefs, the moil pernicious efteds ; it is no 
kfs pregnant with the imminent danger of benumbing the love of 
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liberty. Time will reduce it to its juft bounds, and the United States 
will certainly take among the ancient nations their rank in knowledge 
and in the fciences, as well as in power. But it is indubitable, that the 
rapidity of the progrefs of thefe important improvements yet depends 
upon the fpced with which a revolution fhall be made in this branch of 
the national manners. 

I have fpoken of the infufficiency of the public inftru&ion in the 
United States for making men of fcience; and though I have pointed 
out the caufe of that infufficiency to be in the manners which enforce it, 
there is no impropriety in making the ftate of it known. 

The pliyfical or natural part of the education ot the Americans is ex¬ 
cellent : left to themfelves from their tendcreft age, they are expofed 
without precaution to the rigour of heat and cold, feet and legs bare, 
with few clothes. The children of the rich are not brought up much 
more tenderly than thofe in lefs eafy circumftances ; in the country, they 
often go twice a day to fchools two or three miles diftant from home, 
and alone. There are few American children who cannot fwim boldly, 
and at ten years of age manage a gun and hunt, without meeting with an 
accident; and not one who does not ride with great courage, nor any 
who fear fatigue; and the children in towns are not brought up with 
more delicacy. This liberty given to children teaches them to take care 
of themfelves; and, bold as they are, they have the prudence to avoid 
dangers, which children brought up with much greater care would not 
avoid. They become ftrong and enterprifmg men, whom no difficulties 
diffiearten, and produce a growing generation, which will be as invin¬ 
cible in its territory as that which preceded it proved ltfell to be. 

The inftruaive part of education has not attained the lame perfection. 

I have faid, that in New England the free-fchools were open to all the 

children; and that the laws, as well as the manners of the country, im- 

pofed it upon the parents as a duty almoft indifpenfable, to profit by t 

advantages of this public inftitution. New England is ftill the only part 

of the United States where thefe excellent eftablifhments ha\ e ta en 

place. But the obftacles which hitherto and do ftill oppofe fimilai c a 
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blifhments in the other ftates, will vanilh. All the legiflatures are 
already more or lefs {truck with the neceffity of thefe inftitutions; they 
perceive that the liberty of the prefs, which has the public inftrudtion 
for its objedt, lofes its advantages in proportion as fewer men are in a 
fituation to profit by it; and that the fame fpirit which firfi: recogniled 
the liberty of the prefs as afiacred right of the inhabitants ot the United 
States, impofes upon her governments the duty of increaling, as much as 
polfible, the number of thofe to whom it may be ufeful. In the tree 
fchools are taught reading, writing, and arithmetic, together with the 
principles of religion and morality. Befides thefe, there are academies 
and colleges in various parts of the different ftates. The academies are 
what are generally meant in France by boarding-fchools or fmall col¬ 
leges ; and the colleges are what are fo called there, or rather what are 
called in England univerfities. They are the laft Rage of education ; it 
is in thefe colleges that what are called in America the higher fciences 
are taught, and degrees conferred, &c. 

The education of youth in America is modelled after that of Eng¬ 
land ; and I have been told, by well-informed Englifhmen, that it is a 
bad copy of a bad original. 

In the American fchools, the inftru&ion in Latin is feldom extended 
further than the firfi; claflic authors—Cordery, Erafmus, Ovid, and fome 
orations of Cicero, are almofi: all the books which are read in them. Virgil 
and Horace are read in the colleges, but a very little of them. The Roman 
hiftorians, as Titus Livius, and Tacitus, are feldom ufed there. Sueto¬ 
nius, Eutropius, and Cornelius Nepos, are preferred, and the laft is one 
of the belt authors which are put into the hands of youth. Greek 
is but little taught; and the New Teftament is generally the ne plus 
ultra of inflru<5tion in this language, it Homer be excepted, which is read 
in the high claffes of fome colleges. But the Greek tragedies, and the 
comedies of the celebrated Latin author Terence, and even the eafieft 
poets, and almofi: as famous, fuch as Pindar, Anacreon, Hefiod, and 

Theocritus, are not read there. As to more modern authors, fuch as 

Plutarch, 
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Plutarch, Lucian, &c. the fludents know nothing more of them tlmn what 
curiofity and a love of infer uct ion, very rare among them, may enable 
them to know, by the tranflations of them which they procure. The 
Orations are the only work of Cicero taught in the academies or in the 
colleges, at leaffc entirely, and in the original language. His Offices, his 
Tufculan, his Dialogues, his Tracts upon the Laws, upon Friendffiip, 
and upon Oratory, are not read, or feldom fo at leaft, otherwife than by 
tranflations. 

The Elements of Euclid, and the Firft Principles of Conic Sections, 
arc the complement of mathematical inftruction. The mechanics, 
hydrostatics, and hydraulics, are taught after the works of Nicholfon, 
^oftener after thofc of Ferguffon, and the molt often after thofe of En¬ 
field. The name of Newton is revered in America, and where can it 
not be fo ? But his works are little taught, and too little time is allowed 
for them to be generally comprehended. 

The few practical inftruttions which are given in fome particular 
fchools upon the manner of finding the height of the fun, for the purpofe 
of knowing the longitude, excepted, there is hardly any other branch of 
this fpecies of information cultivated in any of the colleges of the United 
States; and the very fmall number of mariners who wifh to be inftruct- 
ed only in the practice of taking obfervations for computing the longi¬ 
tude, cannot find any means of doing it in America, and are induced to 
fearch for this information in England. Yet the tonnage of American 
veffels, navigating every fea in the world, may be eifimated for fome 
years pafi: at feven hundred thoufand tons annually; and improvements 
in navigation are the certain means of augmenting the profits arifing 
from the commerce of the feas. 

There are in moft of the colleges fome philofophical inftruments, of 
various degrees of perfection; and the youth receive more inftru&ion in 
experimental philofophy than in the more exact fciences. I do not be¬ 
lieve that there is any particular profeffor in chemiftry in any other col¬ 
leges than in thofe of New York, Prince’s-town in New Jerfey, and at 
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Cambridge in Maflachufetts. The little which is taught of this fcience in 
other places, is by profeffors who teach philofophy and mathematics 
together. 

I will not take upon myfelf to decide upon medical inilrudlion, but I 
have been informed that in many colleges it is excellent; and I be¬ 
lieve it may not be doubted but*that this excellence will extend over all 
America ; and if we reflect, that in a country where the love of money 
is fo predominant, the profeffion which procures the mod of it by the 
extenfion of acquaintance, which captivates without abfoibing the whole 
mind in fludy, mufl produce many well-informed men; and it will be 
eafy from thence to deduce the reafons why the clafs of medicine pro¬ 
duces in America more learned men of almofl all kinds than all the 
others, and why the fcience of medicine is better, longer, and more 
completely taught. 

The fludy of theology is very confined in the American colleges, but 
I do not pretend to reprefent the total want of this inflru<flion as an 
injury. 

But the fludy of common right, of the municipal laws, of thofe of 
particular flates, or of the United States, make no part of the inflruclion 
received in the colleges. This circumflance excites ailonifhment, in 
a republic where each individual may afpirc to become a legiflator, 
and where every one, as an elector, ought to be capable of judging him- 
felf the qualifications and condudl of the candidates, the adts and ordi¬ 
nances of government, and where, above all, he ought to know his duties, 
in order to fulfil them. 

It is not lei's extraordinary, that the hiitory of the United States, of 
their revolution, of the events which preceded and forced it; of the ob- 
flacles of every nature which they had to overcome ; of the facrifices of 
cafe, of the money and blood of their fellow-citizens which they had to 
make ; of the mutual fuccours which the different flates afforded in thefe 
important and perilous circumflances, fhould not be taught in the col¬ 
lege* or academies of America, where the hiflory of England is the only 
modern one which the youth read. Liberty is dearer to thofe who 
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kiiow how much it coft to obtain it; and in a free country, the love of 
liberty, obedience to the laws, and refpect for the conftitution, are the 
bafis of public morals. The hiftory of every people who have fought for 
their liberty, abounds in traits of devotednefs, of courage, and of difin- 
tereltednefs, in which that of the American war is very fertile. The 
tranfmiffion to pofterity of the names of thofe who have honoured the 
American revolution, not only in the higheft offices, but alfo in inferior 
llations, is a facred duty of the governments, and that can never be com¬ 
pletely fulfilled, but by inculcating it in the public fchools. Can it be 
feared left this kind of inftrudlion ffiould have the effeft of eternalizing 
the antipathy or preference of the American nation to fuch or fuch Eu¬ 
ropean nation ? No; it would only prolong the fweet remembrance of 
the acquifition of liberty, and this remembrance is the peculiar property 
of youth, and of future ages. This remembrance is the hiftory of tire 
United States; their citizens cannot negle<ft making themfelves familiar 
-with thefe great events without committing an injury, and, I will fay, 
further, without incurring the fliame of being ignorant of what it is the 
firft duty of every man belonging to a free people to know. But this re¬ 
membrance cannot engage them in any fteps contrary to the duties of a 
moral and wife policy; it confirms them in the refolution of keeping 
themfelves for ever independent of any foreign nation ; and it leaves on 
the minds of the Americans impreffions of fatisfadlion and of pride, which, 
when they become united with a found and enlightened morality, are 
the embrios of private and public virtues. 

In the courfe of my journal I have had occafion to fpeak of learned 
focieties. They are fufficiently numerous in America; but, as I have 
obferved, they are not directed in a manner which can make them of 
that degree of utility of w’hich they are capable, and of which America 
ftands fo much in need. Thefe focieties are not affiduoufly attended by 
their members, and this inconvenience belongs to that general caufe, that 
conftant application to gain fo dear to them, that it leaves no leifure for 
any other. 

There are fome medical focieties eftablifhed in America, which arc 
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more diligently attended, where fome obfervations are made, though per¬ 
haps lefs perfect, and with lets affiduity, than might be defired. The 
medical fociety of New York appears to be that which applies itfelf with 
the greateft diligence to the cultivation of thole branches of knowledge 
confonant to its inftitution. For fome time this fociety has continued 
to publifh monthly a kind of journal, filled with ufeful and interefting 
tra&s. 

Befides this there is not any ufeful journal or periodical w'ork pub- 
lifhed in America ot any importance; there was one publilhed during 
four years at Philadelphia, under the title of the American Mufeum, 
really interefting, on account of fome pieces which it contained upon po¬ 
litics, literature, fome extracts from good Englifh works, and for the de¬ 
tails which it gave of the principal matters relative to commerce and 
navigation, and of the adminiftration of the United States. This journal 
ceafed to appearln 1 / 92 , becaufe the fubferiptions for it had ccaied to be 
abundant enough to reimburfe the editor for the expences attending it. 
This was certainly for America one of the moft interefting works worthy 
of fupport; but reading has hitherto been the occupation of only a few 
Americans, and that of political pamphlets, or rather thofc of party, en¬ 
gages the attention of the greater part of thofe few ; fo that while there 
are in the cities, and even in the villages of the United States, more 
printing offices in proportion than in any city in Europe, the prefies 
there are principally employed on fome books of religion, fermons, fome 
claffical books, fome geographical dictionaries, upon reprinting Englifh 
works, and, above all, upon a great number of newfpapers. Many works 
of merit, however, had their birth in America; fuch as the Hiftory of 
the Revolution of the United States, and that of South Carolina, by Dr. 
Ramsay, of Charlefton; the hiftories of certain ftates, among which 
that of New Hampfhire, by Dr. Belknap, of Bofton, holds a diftin- 
guifhed rank; the American Encyclopedia, which, though partly ex- 
tra&ed from the Englifh Encyclopedia, has a great number of ori¬ 
ginal articles, and is a wrnrk of great utility; in fliort, there are many 
other tracts, general or particular, upon the United States, and doubtlefs 
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many which, while I did not name, I did not intend to exclude, any 
farther than I was not acquainted with them, or which had efcaped my 
memory. If. I have not included in this lift the Defence of the Ameri¬ 
can Conftitution, by John Adams; the Obfervations upon Virginia, by 
Mr. Jefferfon; the Letters of General Wafliington during the War; it 
is becaufe I fpeak here only of the employment of the American prefles, 
and that thefe celebrated works were printed originally in England. 

Numerous as the newfpapers in America may be, they do not fupply 
the -want of journals, or periodical publications. Few foreign political 
articles of moment find a place in them; indeed they are nothing more, 
at leaft, in the larger towns, than the Camp Lift, or the Common Advertifer , 
in which parties attack each other, and deal out fcandal; and as it often 
happens, when the parties arrive at a certain point of exaltation, the molt 
vehement are thole who findr-the moil fubferibers, even among thoic 
who blame them molt. 

In the debates of congrefs, fpeeches full of reafon, drawn from a know¬ 
ledge of things, and remarkable for good logic, are often heard; indeed 
there are but few men there who Ipeak upon fubjedts which they do not 
underftand. It is alfo faid, but I am not capable of deciding, that the 
members there exprefs themfelves in the beft language. But prolixity is, 
in fome meafure, the common fault of American orators, who, like the 
writers of the new world, are not defirous of leaving any thing to be in¬ 
terpreted by the underftandings of their auditors or readers. 

The moft common vice of the inferior clafs of the American people, 
is drunkennefs. The ufe which they make of fpirituous liquors, in pre¬ 
ference to thofe of beer, cyder, and wine, greatly aids this difpofitiom 
This excepted, there are, without doubt, fewer crimes committed in 
America than among an equal number of people in Europe; and the 
caufe of it may be found in the eafy circumftances of the people, tnc firft 
lburce of the morality of nations. Afiaffinations are not unknown there, 
but they are very rare ; and thefts, efpecially in the country, are not fre¬ 
quent, though public confidence be the only fafeguard of property. They 
are, as in Europe, more frequent in cities, and for the fame reafon. 
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The crime of counterfeiting bank bills is pretty common, and becomes 
more fo every year. This offence is alfo frequent in thofe countries 
where bank notes pafs as the current money; it is alfo, without doubt, 
the moft dangerous to the public confidence. On this account there are 
men in America, humane in other refpects, who contend that the pu- 
nifhment of death ought to be inflicted upon thofe who have been pro¬ 
nounced guilty of counterfeiting the legal currency. But independently 
of every confideration of conveniency, or even of right, to inflift the 
pain of death there is, in this opinion, more of political refcntment than 
of exadl juftice. If fevere laws were made, and rigoroufly executed, to 
prevent fraudulent tranfadlions from becoming fb often the means of ac¬ 
cumulating riches, and which, at the fame time, fliould hare a fufficient 
influence upon the manners of the people, as to deflroy that refpebl and 
high confideration, which is too often paid to men merely becaufe they 
are opulent,They would certainly reduce the number of crimes more than 
the fear of death, which experience proves to have but little etfedt in this 
refpedt. 

If I have been feverely exact in reprefenting exceffive avidity of be¬ 
coming rich, as the common chara&eriftic of the American people, and 
efpecially in the inhabitants of cities, I fhall be as exaftly juft in adding 
that this difpofition does not hurry them on to avarice. Without being 
profufe, or forgetting the ' intereft of their families, they know how to 
be at proper times expenfive, even with oftentation, and they do not 
refufe to affift the unfortunate, when proper opportunities for it oc¬ 
cur. The unfortunate fufferers by the fires at Charlefton and Savan¬ 
nah, and by the dreadful difeafe which raged at Philadelphia and New 
York, &c. &c. have been relieved by the abundant lubi criptions of the 
citizens of almoft all the American towns where thofe difafters did not 
take place; and it is certainly the duty of a Frenchman to do homage to 
that generofity fo liberally extended to the unfortunate inhabitants of the 
French iflands, whom burnings and the threats of death had thrown des¬ 
titute upon the ihores of America. Though I have taken great pains to 
procure a particular account of the amount of thefe fuccours given by 

4 p 2 almoft 














668 


TRAVELS IN NORTH AMERICA, 


almoft all the American towns to thefe unfortunate people, I have only 
been able to obtain it in part, and have configned the account to the ar¬ 
chives of the town where I have been able to colled; them, and fhould 
have been glad to have been able to have prefented the ftate with the 
grateful thanks of my countrymen. I do not doubt but the total of thefe 
benefaftions is more than two hundred thoufand dollars; and I do not 
include in this fam the relief afforded by individuals to individuals offered 
with fincerity, a feeling for misfortune, and, I may add, with fraternal af- 
feffion. The wants of thefe French colonifts, driven from their country, 
and defpoiled by barbarity, w 7 ere fooner felt, fooner fuccoured in the towns 
of the United States, where thefe unfortunate victims arrived, than ex- 
preffed by themfelves; and thefe fuccours have hardly had any other 
term applied to them than neceffaries; thefe fufferers l'cill abide, and 
have continued to abid^ inTbme of-the towns during the laft four years. 
I know examples of whole families being admitted for two years to the 
intimacy and comforts of American families. I have alfo known fome to 
whom houfes have been let, of which the expences have been defrayed, 
and who would ffill receive the fame hofpitality, it they themfelves had 
not refufed to profit by thefe kindneffes any longer. I know matters of 
boarding houfes, who, learning that thefe French guefts quitted their 
houfes, becaufe the fmallnefs of the fum of money which they were able 
to fave in their flight was not fufficient to defray their expences, have 
cordially folicited their further abode with them as friends, and have at 
length prevailed over their delicacy to accept the offered kindnefs. I 
know Frenchmen who having had a great diftance to travel before they 
arrived at a convenient port, from whence they could depart for their 
own country, have been w r ith their families lodged and nourifhed gratui- 
toufly, becaufe they were Frenchmen and unfortunate. Similar examples 
abound, and certainly lb many of thefe faffs are greatly honourable both 
to the nation and to the individuals to whofe beneficence they belong. 

Every private individual in all the United States of America, has an 
entire liberty of confcience ; and almoft all the religions known in Eu¬ 
rope are thofe of the feffaries there. But there are fome ffates where the 
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conftitution requires of every citizen entering upon the legiilative or exe¬ 
cutive funblion, to fwear “ that he believes in one God, in the future re¬ 
wards and punifhments of another life, in the holinefs of the Old and 
New Teftament, and that he profefl'es the Proteftant religion.” In fhort, 
with individuals, and even with feme focieties, religion is one of the ob¬ 
jects which occupies the leaft of the attention of the American people ; 
and it is affirmed that in thofe ftates where Prefbyterianifm has preferved 
the raoft of appearance, of influence, and of rigidity, it is exercifed in 
general only for the fake of form. 

There are in almoft all the towns of America, at leaft in the principal 
cities of the ftates, focieties for agriculture, focieties for the encouragement 
of arts, and for the formation and maintenance of public libraries ; thefe 
laft excepted, few among them attain the end propofed, and but few of 
them can ever be able to attain it in the prefent ftate of America. The ex- 
pences whichThefeTaft focieties incur in fmall pamphlets, are paid by vo¬ 
luntary fubfeription, in which the inhabitants of the United States, in 
eafy circumftances, are more liberal when the public good is the object 
of them, than they are in bellowing their time in reading them. 

There are alfo a confiderable number of charitable focieties, fome of 
which are marine focieties, whofe purpofe is, in fbme towns, to provide 
a fubfiftence for the wives and children of captains, or mailers, who die 
at fea; or for providing affiftance to all veflels wrecked upon their coafts. 
There are alfo focieties for the affiftance of emigrants; that is to fay, for 
affifting with advice and fuccours thofe ftrangers who arrive from Eu- 
rope, with an intention of eftablifhing themfelves in America. Others 
fubferibe for the fupport of hofpitals and fchools, and for the diftribution 
of proper medicines; there are fome for the purpofe of ameliorating the 
fituation of prifbners; fbme alfo lor the civilization of the Indians, and, 
laftly, others unite themfelves for the purpofe of accelerating in America 
the epoch of the deftrubtion of flavery. In all thefe different charitable 
focieties, compofed of men of all clafies, of all profeffions, and of all reli¬ 
gions, there is not one in which fome of the people called Quakers arc 

not to be found; they are the agents of a great many of them, and of 
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fome they are the promoters and almoft the only members; fuch as thofe 
who have the liberty of the negroes for their object. 

Without becoming on this account an extravagant enthufiaft of the 
Quakers, it is impofffble not to remark, that in every place where any be¬ 
neficent plan is formed for the good of humanity, there they are always 
ready vifitors. They are perhaps, as is faid of them, as much engaged 
in the occupation of amaffing riches, as thofe who do not belong to their 
fociety; but granting it to be fo, this does not prevent them from ap¬ 
plying themfelvcs, upon every occafion,. to adts of kindnefs and benefi¬ 
cence.' Their tenets, their principles, and their laws, rigoroufiy preferibe 
this duty; and their conftant inflection over their focieties inures them 
to it. And though there may be hypocrites among them, which is un¬ 
fair to prefume, this pretended hypocrify, which would be a vice in thofe 
whom it might fwav. ough lL-yet to-be refpedted, fince the good which 
may refult from it, may caufe it to be turned to the public advantage, 
and would even become a credit to their fociety. There mult, without 
doubt, be found among the great number of members of their commu¬ 
nion, fome bad men, but they cannot be notorioully fo without being 
excluded the fociety. If there be among the American citizens fome 
Quakers whom falfc or hazardous fpeculations have drawn into proceed¬ 
ings which delicacy and equity condemn, their number is but fmall; and 
the quantity of Quakers engaged in commerce is nearly equal to that of 
the men who compofe their whole fociety. Their private manners are 
regular and pure, and the luxury of thofe who refign themfelves the 
molt to it, does not exceed the eafe and conveniences of life. The 
courts of juftice are never engaged in deciding the differences which take 
place among them, and the number of law-fuits between the Quakers 
and other citizens is but fmall, in comparifon of their multitude, and the 
quantity of their property. Submiflive to the laws of the country where 
they live, no Hate, whatever its conftitution may be, has more quiet and 
more faithful fubjedts. Their wilhes for the freedom of Haves, and their 
etforts to haften the period of its accomplilhment, has created them vio¬ 
lent and irreconcileable enemies in every part of the world. It may be, 
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that the exalted zeal of fome individuals may have drawn them beyond 
the bounds of a juft convenience, and from a w r ell digefted prudence, 
and thofe are certainly blameablc. But have they ever been even accufed 
of having excited the negroes to rebellion ? It has been by pleading and 
petitioning for them, as unhappy beings and as men; it has been by 
riling againft llavery that they have fhewn themfelves their friends; and 
the Quakers are not the firft men in whom a defire to diftipate errors and 
to procure redrefs for the injured has produced hatreds and even per¬ 
fections. 

Perhaps it may be delicate to difeufs the queftion of negro llavery, at 
a period w r hen fo many crimes and fo many unparalleled atrocities have 
been committed under the pretext of their emancipation; whence fo 
many mileries, either irremediable, or at leaft difficult to repair, have re- 
fulted to the ftate, to proprietors, and to the negroes themfelves. This quef- 
tion however is foreign Or my lubject. But the Quakers had no hand in 
caufing thefe calamities; and their adherence to the caufe of fuffering 
humanity, and their frequent petitions in favour of the negroes, do them 
honour, as well as their vigilance, as citizens, in executing the laws 
which are favourable to this clafs of men. How honourable to them are 
thofe perfevering cares and affiduous attentions to the liolpitals and pri- 
fons, in which they expofe themfelves to the danger of catching the 
dreadful yellow fever when it appears t I am fpeaking of them as citi¬ 
zens, without any regard to their opinions, to their rules and orders, or 
to the aufterity of their manners; in this relpeCt, I believe that a nation 
which has really at heart the good of mankind, cannot have better or 
more ufeful fubj efts. 

The inferior daffies of workmen, down to thofe who labour in the 
ports, do not appear to me to be fo ruftic in America as they generally do in 
the old world. The rcafon of this is, without doubt, that they are treated 
with more civility, and confidered by thofe who employ them as free 
men with whom they have contracted, rather than as workmen, whom 
they compel to labour. They are, like the workmen of every clafs, both 
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in town and country, much better paid than in Europe, by which they 
are enabled to live well. There is not a family, even in the moft miler- 
able hut in the midft of woods, who does not eat meat twice a day at leaft, 
and drink tea and coffee; and there is not one who drinks pure water; 
the proverbial wifh of having a chicken in the pot, is more than accom- 
plifhed in America. The fhopkeeper and the artizan live much better 
here than in Europe; and the table of a family, in eafy circumftances, 
living upon their income, is not better ferved in England‘and France, 
than a great many of thofe of tailors, hair-dreffers, &c. of Philadelphia, 
of New York, or of all other large towns in America. 

Though there be no diftindions acknowledged by the law in the United 
States, fortune, and the nature of profeffions form different claffes. The 
merchants, the lawyers, the land-owners, who do not cultivate their land 
themfelves (and the number,-ivliidi is finall from the f ate of Delaware 
to the north, is great in the ftates of the foutli), the phyficians, and the 
clergy, form the firft clafs. The inferior merchants, the farmers, and the 
artizans, may be included in the fecond; and the third clafs is compofed 
of workmen, who let themfelves by the day, by the month, &c. 

In balls, concerts, and public amufements, thefe claffes do not mix; 
and yet, except the labourer in ports, and the common failor, every one 
calls himfelf, and is called by others, a gentleman ; a fmall fortune is fuffi- 
cient for the affumption of this title, as it carries men from one clafs to 
another. They deceive themfelves very much who think that pure re¬ 
publican manners prevail in America. 

The white Americans, by a pride which cannot be blamed, and which 
proceeds from the negroes being generally employed in the fervice, is 
afhamed of the fituation of a domeftic; fo that there cannot be reck¬ 
oned throughout the whole extent of the United States, twenty native 
Americans in the date of domeftic fervants. The clafs of domeftics in 
America is compofed of poor priefts, Germans, and of negroes and mu- 
lattoes; and as foon as the firft have acquired a little money, they quit 
that ftation, regarded with a fort of contempt, and eftablifh themfelves 
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upon land, which they clear and till, or in a final! trade. In fhort, they 
become independent of a mailer. Hence it may cafily be inferred, that 
cod fervants are not readily found in America. 

The prejudice which caufes the men in America to have fo great a re¬ 
pugnance to the flatc of domeftic fervitude, docs not influence the women 
in the fame degree; nothing is more common than to fee young women 
of good families, in the fituation of fervants, during the firll years of their 
youth. Even their parents engage them in this fituation without fhocking 
any idea. X have been told by M. dc Fauboxne, a Frenchman, formerly 
a captain in the regiment of Auvergne (and whom the pride of indepen¬ 
dence induced to take up the bufinefs of a gardener for the fupport 
of his family, though he was forty-fix years of age), that he had had 
in his fervice, as maid-fervant, the niece of the Mayor of the city of New 
York, a young woman very honeft, and well brought up. Similar ex¬ 
amples are very common. 

In a country which has belonged to England for a long time, of 
which the moft numerous and nearefl connections are yet with England, 
and which carries on with England almofl all its commerce, the man¬ 
ners of the people mull neceffarily referable, in a great degree, thofe of 
England. To the American manners particularly, thofe relative to liv¬ 
ing are the fame as in the provinces of England. As to the drefs, the 
Englifh fafhions arc as faithfully copied, as the fending of merchandife 
from England, and the tradition of taylors and mantua-makers will ad¬ 
mit of. The diftribution of the apartments in their houfes is like that 
of England, the furniture is Englifh, the town carriages arc either Eng¬ 
lifh, or in the Englifh tafte; and it is no fmall merit among the fafhion- 
able world to have a coach newly arrived from London, and of the neweft 
fafhion. The cookery is Englifh, and, as in England, after dinner, which 
is not very long, the ladies withdraw, and give place to drinking of wine 
in full bumpers, the moft prominent pleafure of the day, and which 
.it is, confequently, very natural to prolong as late as poffible. 

There are great dinners, numerous tea parties, invited a long time in 
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advance, but no focieties. So that thefe tea affemblies are every where 
a fund of amufement for the ladies. Balls and plays are much frequented. 

, It is generally underftood that thefe kinds of diffipation belong only to 
" the towns, and particularly to large cities. Luxury is very high there, 
efpecially at New York and Philadelphia, and makes a dangerous pro- 
grefs every year; but eafily to be conceived, fince luxury is, in fome de¬ 
gree, the reprefentation of riches, and that wealth there is the only dif- 

thuftion. 

There are fome perfons who furpafs their neighbours, already too far 
advanced, in luxury; thefe injure the manners of the country, but while 
the people cenfure, they purfue thefe fedudtive paths; and frequent and 
fumptuous dinners are held in as high confideration in the new as in the 
old world ; and this cuftom has its advantages very often. It has been 
feen that this conftderationJ^aUJ^-to-the place of temporary prefident 
of the fenate of the United States, a man who was not efteemed by any of 
thofe who elected him, or by any other, either for his talents, his qualities, or 
for his character, but he entertained his friends with fumptuous dinners. 
In the other towns, and efpecially in the country, luxury islefs prevalent, 
but it continually increafes, and olten out of proportion with wealth. 

The women every where poffefs, in the higheft degree, the domeftic 
virtues, and all others; they have more fweetnefs, more goodnefs, at 
lead as much courage, but more fenfibility, than the men. Good wives, 
and eood mothers, their hufbands and their children engage their whole 
attention; and their houfehold affairs occupy all their time and all their 
cares; deftined by the manners of their country to this domeftic life, 
their education in other refpebts is too much neglected. They are amia¬ 
ble by their qualities and their natural difpofttion, but theie are verv few 
among them who are fo from any acquired accompliihments. What 
they efteem to be virtue in wdves is the virtue ot the whole fex; and it 
in the United States malice may throw out her fufpicion upon twenty, 
there are certainly not above ten of them who can be accufed juftly, and 

all the reft treat thefe with great rigour. I have heard fome hufbands 
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complain, that the urgency of their wives makes this irreproachable vir¬ 
tue, ,coft: them-dear. But where in the world is there a,p{ace where evil 
is not found by the fide of good ? 

The young women here enjoy a liberty, winch to trench manners 
Would appear diforderly; they go out alone, walk with young men, and 
depart with them from the reft of the company in large aifemblies; in 
fhort, they enjoy the fame degree ot liberty w hich married women do in 
France, and which married w omci\ here do not take. But they are far 
from abyfing it; they endeavour to plcaic, acid the unmarried women 
defire to obtain hufbands, and they know T that they fliall not fucceed it 
their conduct becomes fufpeded. Sometimes they are abuied by the 
men who deceive them, but then they add not to the misfortune ot hav¬ 
ing engaged their hearts to a cruel nian the regret ot deierving it, which 
might give them remorfe. When they have obtained a hufband, they 
love him, becaufe he is their hufband, and becaufe they have not an idea 
that they can do otherwile; they revere cuftom by a kind of ftate reli¬ 
gion, which never varies. 

° I do not • know whether there be many badly managed families in 
America ; but none appear fo, though indeed they do not bear the .image 
of the molt defirable happinefs. In the inferior dalles of fociety, where 
the manners of the women are as exempt from reproach as in the more 
elevated claffes, it is faid that thofe of the young wpm,en arc more'eafy. 
Yet according to all which I have been able to colled, it is the illufion 
of a marriage, which they believe to be decided, which engages them to 
give further liberties than they other-wife would do without this falfe 
hope. The fault therefore lies entirely in the men who deceive the young 
Women ; without it can be juft to accufe thofe of libertinage who have 
not the prudence to guard themf elves agamlt a. 

There formerly was a cuftom in New England, and-particularly in 
-Connedicut, which various American travellers, in their accounts, attri 
bute to . vicious manners ; but who, I confefs, ought to accufe me of dul- 
nefs, becaufe it always appeared to me, on the contrary, to be the effect 
of the purefl manners, and the molt innocent intentions. A traveller 
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arrived at the houfe of a friend, and the beds of the family were engaged. 
He was put to bed with the family—with the boys, if there were any, 
and with the girls, if there were no boys. It may be conceived, that it 
is eaficr for Europeans to compofe pleafant tales, and to draw merry in¬ 
ferences from this euftom, than to examine it in its native fimplieity, 
and the beneficence of its intention. 

Hofpitality among this new people was one of the virtues the moft re¬ 
garded as a duty, and the mofl religiuoufly obferved. Their houfes were 
few and fmall. A traveller to whom an entrance into one of thefe had 
been denied at the end of the day, was not able to find another lodging 
near; their hofpitable manners could not fuller him to be refuted; and 
the idea of diforder did not enter the head of the parents, or that of their 
daughters, and the gueft was admitted into the hofpitable roof; and it 
was not remarked that he arrived inconveniently. The part of the 
clothing which was not thrown off, was rather a homage paid to the dif¬ 
ference of fexes than a neceffary means of fecurity ; and the next day the 
traveller departed, to find on the next evening another hofpitable 
lodging. This cuflom, known by the name of bondelage, ceafcd, in pro¬ 
portion as houfes became larger, the roads more frequented, and taverns 
eftablifhed ; but the day when the idea of modefty entered to make this 
reform, the manners had loft their innocence. 

I have heard it 'faid by men who had been admitted to this fpecies of 
hofpitality, and whofe manners were certainly not very fcrupulous, that 
the flighted: attempt which they had ever made to abufe this reception 
had been received with violent repulfes, and had caufed them fbmetimes 
to be turned out of bed, and fometimes even out of the houfe ; and no 
one ever told me that he had ever fucceeded in attempting to take ad¬ 
vantage of this euftom; but their delicacy had not prevented them from 
defiring it, and would not have hindered them from avowing it. 

There probably may have been examples to the contrary; but they 
could only be reckoned as exceptions, and too few to have authorifed 
writing travellers to have played fo much upon this euftom, which, 
when it is confxdered at what period it took place, and with what in¬ 
tention 
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tention it was eftablifhed, is a credit to the manners of the country, and 
to the times in which it was pradtifed. Be this as it may, the cuftom 
has ceafed long ago, lb that there is no more truth in the account of 
thofe writers who reprefent it to exift at prefent, than there is of juftnels 
and goodnefs in their judgment when they attack the morality of it, or 
pervert the intention. 

But the cuftom which exifts {till, and which may Ihock the manners 
of an European, is that of being admitted to deep upon mattrelfes and 
upon blankets in the fame chambers where the hufband and wife lleep 
in their bed, and the children of the family, boys and girls, in theirs. 
This cuftom is alfo to be attributed to the fcarcenels of houfes, and their 
fmallnefs, which is generally reduced to one chamber, which renders this 
practice necefiafy in thofe parts of the United States which are thinly in¬ 
habited. I have more than once found myfelf in fuch a lodging, when 
I have been travelling alone, or with companions of my journey, and 
when I have met with travellers to whom I was aftranger. The cham¬ 
bers are very ffnall; and men often lleep near the bed of young and 
handfome girls, whofe fimplicity is not lufficiently alarmed to make any 
change in their cuftomary night drefs.. If the.ftrangcr fo lodged has hie 
lleep retarded or broken by the ideas fuggefted by a fituation to which he 
is fo little accuftomed, it is neither the fault nor intention of his good 
and kind hoiks* 

As to the large towns, and particularly commercial ones, the means 
of libertinifm there arc perhaps more numerous than in Europe, and I 
hear fay that a great many hulbands make ufe of thefe means. As in 
Europe, poverty and vanity of drefs are the determining motive which 
lead the women into the paths of proftitution;—fo it is in the great 
towns of America: and among the married women, thofe whom the 
long abfence and'inattention of their hulbands leave without fure means 
of fubfiftence, particularly the wives of feafaring-men, are, if not abfo-• 
lutely the only ones, the moll frequently accufed of this illicit practice. 

I ought to add farther, that the condition of the girls who are kept in 
the houfes fet apart for proftitution, is viewed by the lower orders of the 

American 
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American people with weaker prepo&tfftons than in Europe, and is look* 
edupon merely ift the fame manner as every other trade: there: are 
many exam pies-'of this defeription Of women, who leave thofe fttuations, 
place themfelves as fervants, or are married, and make faithful domeftics 
and -honeft wives. The municipal police connives.at this kind of houfes ; 
but if the neighbours complain of any exterior fcandal, they are mftantly 
ftrut, and the inhabitants carried to the houfe of correction. 

The Americans marry young, efpecially in the country: the occafion 
which the young men, who generally eftablifh themfelves very early 
either hi fome new lands or in fome trade, have for a witc to aftift them 
in their labours, conduces to thefe early marriages as much as the purity 
of manners. 

In the villages, marriages are lefs frequent and not fo hafty, efpecially 
fince the introduction of-luxury render s-an acquired fortune more necef- 
fary ; and the young men hardly feel the necetlity of loving, with the 
projeCt of marriage, till they have already fatisfied, or are in the way of 
fatisfyirtg, the more imperious neceffity ot gaining money. Buthowevei 
good the marriages may be, the wife who dies is readily replaced by an¬ 
other. In the country file is, as in Europe, a necetlary friend to the ma¬ 
nagement of domeltic affairs-^-fluC is the foul of the family. In town the 
is fo too. She is an indifpenfable rclburcefor domeltic affairs, while her 
hufband is engaged in his own affairs, as every one is in America; Ihe is 
an alfiduous companion, and a fociety ever ready to be found in a coun¬ 
try where there are no other but that of the family, and where the chil¬ 
dren foon quit their paternal abode. ' 

To' the fketch which I have juft given of the manners of the people of 
the United States, I could add lbme features more, but which would 
augment but. little-the knowledge which I have tried to give of them 
collectively, or of them cnfhnbk ; befides, I am preffed to finifh this 
article, which appears too long already. 

An European coming into the new world, and bringing with him 
the need of the ufage of the politer attentions of that which he has quit¬ 
ted ; he, above all, who brings with him the need of what we call in 

France 
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trance the charms of Society, which we know fo well how to appreciate, 
of which we know how to participate, and which affords us fo many mo¬ 
ments of happinefs,—fuch a man will not find himfelf fatisfied in Ame¬ 
rica, and his recollections will be continually fprinkling his life with 
melancholy. He cannot, if his heart has an occafion for a friend, hope 
to find there the fweetnefs of a conflant and avowed friendfhip. The 
inhabitants of the United States have been hitherto too much engaged in 
their refpeCtive occupations for the enticements of polifhed fociety, to 
be able to withdraw their attention from them; they have not leifure to 
confecrate to friendfhip. 

Such an European ought to have for a long time forgotten Europe, in 
order to live quite happy in America. But if he can readily lofe the 
remembrance of it, or take with him there the deareft objeCts of his af- 
fe&ion, he will lead in America a happy and tranquil life. He will there 
enjoy the blcffing of liberty in the greateft extent which it is poffible to 
defire 1 in any polifhed country. He will fee himfelf with an aCtive peo¬ 
ple, eafy in their circumftances, and happy. Every day will bring him 
to obferve a new progrefs of this new country. He will fee it every day 
take a ftep towards that ftrength and greatnefs to which it is called; to¬ 
wards that real independence which is for a nation the rcfult of having 
the means of fatisfying itfelf. 

Befides, every man of talents who fhall go to America ; every fkilful 
workman ; and every man who, without any particular talent, fhall take 
with him fufficient courage and refolution to labour hard, is fure to find 
there, in a fhort time, the means of making himfelf independent, a man 
of property, and loon after to acquire an eafy and honelt competency. 

Some of the reflexions with which I have accompanied the account 
I have given in this laft part of my journal, of the confiitution, of the 
government, of the laws, of the commerce, and of the manners of the 
United States, may be accufed of feverity. What anfwer ought I to 
make to this reproach, if it be laid upon me ? It was my duty to fay 
what I faw and what I thought. I have fpared no pains to come at 
the truth, and to keep my judgment free from the influence of all pre¬ 
judice, 
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judice, and from party fpirit; I am inwardly conlcious of this. Doubtlefs 
nothing obliged me to write a journal; but nothing could make me con* 
fent, while I was writing it, to difguife, or even to weaken my opinions. 

It is Hill more probable that I lhall be accufed of having judged the 
adlual politics of the governing party in A merica with a French partiality. 

I will not attempt to exculpate myfelf from a ftrong attachment to my 
country, and to all its interefts; I believe I do not yield to any one in 
this fentiment, fo general among the French; it is in me, independent 
of all the governments which my nation can give herfeif, as it is oi all 
the misfortunes of which I have been, and ot which 1 may ftill be the 
vidtim. But I fhould have reproached myfelf for having yielded to be 
guided in my judgment by fentiments for which I honour myfell; I 
fhould then have run the rilk of not feeing the truth; and it is the truth 
after which I have been fearchi ng . and for the fake ot which 1 wrote. 

I think, therefore, that I have preferved myfelf from the influence ot na¬ 
tional prejudice, and I hope that the majority of my readers will think the 
fame. 

May America, ftrengthened by all the advantages which nature has 
bellowed upon her, and with thofe which a happy concurrence of cir- 
cumftances has added to them, already rich in her own experience, 
enjoy with a long profperity ! 

May the people ot America employ, without remillion, all their vigi¬ 
lance and all their firmnefs to preferve their liberty and independence, 
which they have lo glorioully acquired ! None ot her citizens willies thi* 
more lincerely than I. In Ihort, may 1’ ranee and the United States draw 
clofer the bonds of alliance and friendlhip, which it fo much interefts the 
two nations to ftrengthen and to invigorate! May generofity and good 
faith be the bonds for holding them together ! In political, as in private 
life, thefe are the moll ufeful and the moft honourable. 


•I add 
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I add here a brief view of the refemblance and differences between 
the conftitutions of the United States of North America, of that of the 
L nion, as well as of thofe ol the different ftates which compofe it. 

Thefc tables are the literal tranflation of thofe publifhed laft year by 
Mr. William Smith, at that time member of congrefs for South 
Carolina, at prefent minifter of the United States* 


Tariff' of the Duties which the various Articles of Merchandize imported 
into the United States pay, fnoe the \ft of July 1 7Q7- 


Merchandize Imported. 


Fire-arms and bayonets, not othervvife fpecified 
Philofophical apparatus imported for theufeof fchools, 
&c. - 

Anifeed - - - - 

Articles produced or manufa&ured in the United 
States, liquors excepted - 
Anchors ------ 

Starch - 

Slate - - - 

Steel - - - 

Beer, ale, and porter, in cafks or in bottles 

.— upon the value of the bottles 

Bricks and tiles - 

Bonnets, hats, and all kinds of head-drefles 

Boots - - - * 

Buttons of all kinds - 
Buckles for fhoes, &c. 

Brufhes - - 

Coin, or filver - 

Cambrick 
Stockings 

Wax, and fpermaceti candles - 

Wood unwrought - 

Wood wrought (except cabinet wares) 

Brafs cannon, and articles made of copper 
Coaches, or parts of coaches - 
Cards for gaming - 

Cards for cotton and wool - - 

Vot. II. 4 R 


Upon American Bottoms. 

Upon 

Foreign 

Bottoms. 

i o per cent of their value 

: i6i 

free - 

free 

15 per cent of value 


free 

free 

10 per cent of value - 

11 

15 ditto - 

i6f 

15 ditto - 

161 

ico cents per quintal - 

110 

8 cents per gallon 

H 

10 per cent of value - 

11 

15 ditto - 

i6f 

15 ditto - 

16 | 

75 cents per pair 

Sax 

15 per cent of value - 

)6x 

15 ditto 

i6f 

10 ditto 

11 * 

free 

free 

10 per cent of value - 

i r 

15 ditto - 


6 cents per pound 

6f 

free 

free 

12 j per cent of value 

l 2 i 

15 ditto 

i6i 

20 ditto 

22 

25 cents per pack 

27 i 

50 cents per dozen 

55 
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Merchandize imported. 


Cables and tarred cordage 
Candles made of tallow 
Spikes 
Capers 

Canes and whips 

Cinnamon, goofeberries, comfits, &c. 

Chintz, callicocs, mufiins, and all merchandk 
cotton and wool in colour 
Cocoa-nut - 

Chocolate - 

Cofmetics -• 

Coals 
Colours - 

Copper wrought - ~ 

— in fheets, pigs, and bars 
Compofition for the teeth and gu ms 
Coffee 

Cotton - - “ 

„_ manufactured without die or colour - 

Cutlafies and hangers, either whole or in pieces 

Leather tanned, and all manufa&ures of leatU*, 
where the leather is the effential article - 
Citrons - 
Nails - 

Pafteboard and parchment 
Types for printing - 

Dates and figs - ’ t r " . , . 

Drugs (of the apothecary)- except thole uled in dyeing 

Drugs and wood (for dyeing) - 

Lace and lawns - - " “ 

Lace for edges, fringes, lacets, &c. ufed by coach- 
makers, faddlers, &c. 

Malt - 
Cabinet ware 

Effences, powder, and perfumery 
Fans, whole or in parts 
Tin, wrought 

— old - - - " 

Artificial flowers, feathers, and other ornaments tor 

ladies - 

Copper wire, &c. - 

Cheefe - 
Fruits of all kinds 
China w r are 
Furs unwrought 



1 

( 

In American Bottoms. 

| Foreign 

Rottoms. 

- 

180 cents per quintal - 

198 


2 cents per pound 

2t 


1 ditto 

It or 

- 

15 per cent of value - 

l6i 

_ 

10 ditto 

I I 

of 

1 <5 ditto 

I 6 T 

- 

12 ditto - 

i 3 t 


2 cents per pound 

2-? 

• 

3 ditto 

3 tV 


15 per cent of value - 

i6x 


5 cents per bufliel 

51 

_ 

15 per cent of value - 

i6f 

_ 

15 ditto 

16X 


free 

free 


15 per cent of value - 

1 H 

- 

5 cents per pound 

5* 

- 

3 ditto 

3* 

_ 

10 per cent of value - 

n 

_ 

15 ditto 

iH 

- 

100 cents per quintal - 

110 


15 per cent of value - 
15 ditto 

2 cents per pound 

10 per cent of value - 

10 ditto 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 

free 

10 per cent of value 
15 ditto 

10 cents per bufhel 

15 per Cent of value 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 

free 

15 per cent of value 
free 

7 cents per pound 
15 per cent of value 
15 ditto - 
free 


16 ? 

164 

n 

11 
11 
i6i 
i6i 
free 
11 


16X 
11 

x6x 

free 


i6| 

free 

7rV 

i-6i 

free 




































Merchandize imported. 


Iron wire - 

Packthread - 

Gauze - 
Ginger 

Girandoles, whole or in pieces - 

Gloves and mittens of all kinds 

Lace of gold or filver - - ♦ 

Glue ----- 
Clothes ready made - 

— liveries, furniture, and utenfils of profeffion, belong¬ 
ing to perfons coming to refide in the United States - 

Oil 

Indigo ------ 

Jewellery, and artificial ftones - 

Play-things for children, not otherways fpecified 

Blank books - 

Diftilled liquors from corn. 

—- of the firft proof - 

— fecond - 

— third - 

— fourth- - 

— fifth - 

— fixth - - - 

m 

From other matters. 

_ firft proof *■ 

— fecond - 

— third - 

— fourth - 

— fifth - 

— fixth - 

Liquors diftilled in the United States, imported in the 
fame veflels in which they have been exported from 
the United States, viz. 


From molaffes. 


firft proof 
fecond 
third - 
fourth- 
• fifth - 
■ fixth - 


In American Bottoms. 


free 

400 cents per quintal 
10 per cent of value 
15 ditto 
20 ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto - ^ 

15 ditto 
10 ditto 

free 

15 per cent of value 
25 cents per pound 
15 per cent of value 
10 ditto 
10 ditto 

28 cents per gallon 

29 ditto 
31 ditto 
34 ditto 
40 ditto 
60 ditto 


25 ditto 
25 ditto 
28 ditto 
32 ditto 
38 ditto 
46 ditto 


13 ditto 

14 ditto 

15 ditto 
17 ditto 
21 ditto 
28 ditto 


S’? 

3 £, ; 
3 ere 
•/> 3 


free 

440 

11 

16X 

22 

l6.| 

l6| 

i6x 
11 

free 

16 X 

Vh 

165 

11 
11 


3°1 

3it% 

34 t® 

37t 

44 

55 


VI 

Vh 

3°6 
351 
4i i 
5°i 
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Merchandize imported. 


F,om matters the produce of the United States. 

•— firfl proof - 

— fecond - 

— third - 

— fourth - 

— fifth ----- 

— fixth M 

Wool unwrought - - “ 

Woollen yarn 

Watches and clocks, in whole or in pieces 
Merchandife imported dire&ly from China, or from 
the Eaft Indies, in veffels which do not belong to 
the United States, (except tea, porcelain, and all 
other articles fubjedt to the higher duties 

— which (hall be re-exported in the fame fhips in 
which they have been imported 

.— not fpecificaljyjpecj^ — - - 

Looking-glafles 

Manufadlures of tin, compofition, and c.opper 

— of iron and fteel, not otherwife fpecified 

— of copper - 

— of lead - 

— of cotton and wool, dyed or coloured - 

— ditto, without being dyed or coloured - 
Marble, (late, ftones, bricks, tiles, tables, mortars, and 

other utenfils of marble or flate, and in genarai all 
work in ftone or pottery 
Mace (a fort of fpicery) - 

Merchandifes of mode 
Molafies - 

Mufkets and fire-arms, with bayonets, whole or in 
pieces - 

— without bayonets, ditto - 

M u ftard in powder - 
M u flins dyed, coloured, &c. 

— without dye or colour - 

Nutmegs - 

kjoldfmiths’ ware - 
Oranges - 

Olives 

Porcelain- 

Dolls for children - 

Gun-powder 
Powder for the hair - 
Raw hides 


In American bottoms. 

In 

Foreign 

Bottoms. 

7 cents per gallon 

7 

8 ditto 

8 

9 ditto 

9 

11 ditto 

11 

13 ditto 

J 3 

18 ditto 

18 

free 

free 

225 cents per quintal - 

24-75 

15 per cent of value - 

i6| 


12§ 


free 

10 per cent of value ■ 
20 ditto 
15 ditto, - 
15 ditto - 
15 ditto 

1 cent per pound 
I2| per cent of value 
10 ditto 


15 ditto 
15 ditto 
15 ditto 

4 cents per gallon 

15 per cent in value 

15 ditto - 

15 ditto 

12.L ditto - 

10 ditto 

1 5 ditto 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 

15 ditto 


of value 
free 
11 
22 

161 

164 

i-fs 

J 3i 

11 


16 L 
164 
162 
4r 

$ 

•H 

*3* 
11 
164 
i64 

162 

i 6 f 

16* 

164 

11 

164 

free 
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Merchandize 

imported. 



In American Bottoms. 

In 

Foreign 

Bottoms. 

Calaminare ftone 




free 


free 

Lead and bullets 

- 

_ 


1 cent per pound 


I To 

Paper, painted for tapeftry 

- 

. 

. 

15 per cent of value 


16* 

— for writing and wrappery 

- 

- 

_ 

10 ditto 


11 

— ftrong 

• 


_ 

15 ditto 

_ 

i6| 

Plafter of Paris 


_ 


free 


free 

Pepper - 

- 

- 

_ 

6 cents per pound 


H 

Pifiols, whole or in parts 

- 

- ■ 


15 per cent of value 


i 6 % 

Paintaings and engravings 

- 

- 

• 

10 ditto 

- 

11 

Allfpice - 

- 

- 

- 

4 cents per pound 

- 

4 i 

Prunes 

- 

- 


15 per cent of value 

_ 

16 x 

Naval provificns 

- 

- . 

_ 

free 


free 

Wafers - 

- 

- 

• 

* 15 per cent of value 

_ 

i6f 

Raifins 

- 

- 

_ 

15 ditto 

. 

i6J 

Glauber’s fait 

. 

- 

_ 

200 cents per quintal 

_ 

220 

Salt, weighing more than 56 lbs. per bufhel 

- 

12 cents for 65 pounds 

J 3 i 

— weighing 56 lbs. per bufhel or lefs 

- 

- 

12 cents per bufhel 

- 

!3 

Saltpetre - ---- 

—— \ 

- 

- 

free 

- 

free . 

Saddles, whole or in parts 

- 

- 

- 

10 per cent of value 

- 

1 r 

Satin, and other filk fluffs 

- 

— • 

- 

10 ditto 

- 

11 

Shoes and pumps of filk, for 1 

women 

- - 

- 

25 cents per pair 

- 

27 i 

— for. men or women 

- 

- 


15 ditto 

- 

i 6 ± 

Sabres and cutlaffes, in part or whole 

- 

- 

15 per cent of value 

- 


Soap 

- 

- 

- 

2 cents per pound 

- 

2t 

Sulphur - 

- 

- 

- 

free 

- 

free 

Sugar, brown 

- 

- 

- 

2 cents per pound 

- 

H 

— white clayed 

- 

- 

- 

3 ditto 

- 

3 .V 

— powdered 

- 

- 

- 

3 ditto 


3tV 

— all other refined, and in powder 

- 

- 

1 i ditto 

- 

Hfr 

— ( Linnpeugas) 

- 

- 

- 

6| ditto - 

- 

7 « 

— in loaves 

- 

- 

- 

9 ditto 

- 

9 s 

— refined 

- 

- 

- 

6| ditto 

- 

7 

— candy 

- 

- 

- 

9 ditto 

- 

9 »s 

Carpets and matts - 

- 

- 

- 

15 per cent of value 

- 


Tobacco in powder - 

- 


- 

22 cents per pound 

- 

24 

Sail cloth 

- 

- 

- 

10 per cent of value 

- 

11 

Tea, China and Indian. 






— bohea - 

- 

- 

- 

12 cents per pound 

- 

J 7 f ' 

_fouchong and other black 

teas 

- 

- 

18 ditto 

- 

27 

— hyfon imperial 

- 

- 

- 

32 ditto 

- 

50 

— other green teas - 

r* ■ 



20 ditto - 

' 

3 ° 
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Merchandize imported. 


Tea coming from Europe. 

— bohea - 

-— fouchong, and other black teas 

— hyfon imperial - 

— other green teas - - 

Tea Coming from any other place. 

— bohea - 

— fouchong 

— hyfon imperial 

— other green teas - - , \ ~ 

Tobacco manufa&ured (otherways than in powder) - 

H1 

Glafs. 

— black bottles, containing a quart 

•— in panes - ^ 

— all other manufactures erf ghrfe " 

Velvet - 

Wine in barrels, bottles, or other veffels. 

_from London, Madeira of the fir ft quality 

_ London, or brought from Madeira 

— other Madeira 

— Burguny and Champagne - 

— Sherry 

— Saint Lucar 

— Lifbon and Oporto 

— Teneriff, Royal and Malaga - " 

The duties upon all other wines ought not to exceed 

<20 cents per gallon in American veflels, and 33 cents 
ia foreign veflels; nor to be lefs than ten cents in 
American veffels, and eleven in foreign veflels 
Upon the value of the bottles - 
All forts of fruits preferved in vinegar 
All other meichandife not otherwife fpccified 


J 

In xAmerican Bottoms. 

In 

Foreign 

Rottoms. 

14 ditto 

i 7 t 

21 ditto 

27 

40 ditto 

5 ° 

24 ditto 

3 ° 

17 ditto 

, 7 5 

27 ditto 

29 ,V 

50 ditto - 

55 

30 ditto 

33 

10 cents per pound 

XI 

10 per cent of value - 

1 r 

15 ditto 

M 

20 ditto 

22 

10 ditto 

11 

5 cents per gallon 

6i| 

49 ditto 

5 1 

40 ditto 

44 

40 ditto 

44 

33 c,itto - 

3 3 A 

30 ditto 

33 

25 ditto 

274 

20 ditto 

i2 


40 per cent of value 
10 ditto 
15 ditto 
10 ditto 



44 
11 

i6§ 


11 


FINIS. 
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TO THE SECOND VOLUME 




A. 


A CCIDENTS, account of one at Bolton, 
178 ; a conflagration in the woods near 
Kinglton, which killed many days, 231. 
Adams, John, declared Preiident of the United 
States, 521. 

Agriculture, date of, in Norfolk county, 12 ; 
Burmuda hundred, 57 ; near the Coolooky 
Mountains, 125; Maffachufetts, 205; Ken- 
de rh ook L an ding, ~~ZT6' 7~TOsrr el m ingt o n, 

259; at Warwick, 277 ; at Colonel Thyl- 
man’s, 289. 

Alexandria, 336*. 

Alexandria, the only Bank in Virginia at, 12. 
America, inconvenience of public carriages in, 
29 '; low price of land, 68 ; remarks on the 
treaty with Great Britain in 1783, 149, 150; 
observation on letters, 659 ; moral and phy- 
deal education in, 660 ; workmen, their me- 
of living in, 672. 

Americans, their civilities to travellers in gene¬ 
ral, 16 ; their attachment to the French, 64 ; 
their General cha rafter, 66/ ; few natives in 
domeSic fervice, 6/2 ; their manners iimilar 
to the Englifh, 673 ; their hoipitality, 677 ; 
marry young, 678. 

Ames, Mr. at Durham, his character, 143. 

Anabaptills, raife a colony at Rhode Illand, 
142; their periecutions, 153. 

Andover, townfhip of, 201. 

Andrews, Mr. mathematical profeflb at VVll- 

liamlhurg college, 28. 

Annapolis, city of, 131 ; the refldenec of the 
areat officers of Hate of Maryland, ibid. ; its 
churches, 132; its Situation, 295 ; popula¬ 
tion, ibid. ; flate-houfe, defeription of, ibid.; 
its coil, ibid.; the college, 296 ; its endow¬ 
ment, ibid.; ibciety and hoipitality ot .the 

city, ibid. . . 

Ann Arundel, county of, 297 ; its population, 
ibid. ; its produce and market, ibid. 

Arfenals, of the United States, at Springfield* 
208 ; at Well Point, 241. 




1 







Baltimore, defeription of its buildings, 130; ittf- 
trade, ibid.; its population, ibid. 

Banks, three at Bofton, one at Salem, one at 
Newbury Point, 160; their capitals and di- 
vividends, 161 ; one at Hudfon, 219 ; one at 
Wilmington, 266 ; three at Pennfylvania, 
274 ; their capitals and dividends, 375 ; two 
at New York, 463 ; their capitals and divi¬ 
dends, ibid. 

Beef, fait, price of at Kinderhook landing, 217. 

Belvidere, account of the town of, 417 ; its po¬ 
pulation, ibid. ; price of land, 418. 

Bethkhem, townfhip of, 211; its population, 
401 ; revenues, 402. 

Beverley, Colonel, a tavern-keeper, 201. 

Bird, Ordinary, account of, 68. 

Block Ifland, famous for cheeie, 140. 

Bogardus, Mr. his character, 224 ; defeription 
of his houjfe and farm, ibid. ; cultivation of 
his land, 227 ; remarkable phenomenon on 
his eflate, ibid. 

Bolton, Poit of, its exports, 159; imports, ib.; 
number of veflels in the port, 160 ; Author’s 
third vilit to,—remarks on the prelident’s re- 
fignation, 201; remarks on the commerce of 
England and America, 203 ; author’s final 
departure from, 204* 

Botetourt, Lord, former Governor of Virginia, 
ftatue to his memory at Williamfburg, 24 ; 
much disfigured, ibid. 

Bourgignon, M. Pourcherefle, character of, 208. 

Bradford, William, Attorney-general of Penn- • 
fylvania, 346. ' 

Brandy-Wine, village of, 250 ; famous for its 
mills, ibid ; particular defeription of one, 
251 ; labourers rnoftly Iriih and Englifh, 253 ; 
a manufactory for printing linens, 255. 

Brandy-Wine River, 262. 

Brandy-Wine Creek, 249. 

Brentford, townlhip of, in the county of Effix, 
201 ; a large manufactory of (hoes, ibid. 

Briftol 
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Briftol County, its fixe and population, 148. 
Brookfield, near, a great quantity ot potatoes 
are raifed, 206 ; numbers ot cattle rcaied, ib., 
general produce, ib. „ 

Burr, Colonel, hisfriendfhip for the author, 467. 
Bufh Town, 344*. 


C. 

Caroline county, 293. „ 

Carrol, Mr. defeription of his mantton near Elh- 
cot’s Mill, 128 ; at Annapolis, 296 . 

Cattle Ittand, nearBotton, its fortifications, 186. 
Centerville, chief town of Queen. Ann s county, 
288; its tttuation, ib. ; population, ib. ; 
church and prifon, ib. 

Charleftown, in Virginia, defeription of, 106 ; 
its inhabitants, ib.; its produce, 107; fchools, 
ib. p price of learning, ib.; churches, ib. 
Chatham, village of, 424. 

.CheRer, chief city of the county of the fame 
' name, 247 ; here the firit colonial affembly 
• was held, ib. p its population^ 248.; its cul¬ 
tivation, ib. 

-C’hefter, chief town in the county of Kent, 2 / 9 ; 
a college, ib. ; its eftablifhrnent, ib.; houfes, 
280 ; courts of judicature, ib.; manner of ad- 
minittering juliice, 281 ; robberies very fre¬ 
quent, 2 S 1 ; the caufe alfigned, ib. ; account 
< f its prifon, 283 ; poor-houle for the county, 
284 ; expence of, ib. ; regular market, 287. 
Chevalier, M. from Rochefort, account of his 
corn-mill at Richmond, 37- ? 

Chew, Benjamin, of Philadelphia, author s re- 
fped for him and his family, 334 ; his houfe 
at Germantown the feat of an important ac¬ 
tion in 1777? 392. 

Child-bearing, uncommon inftance of, 249. 
Chriftiana River, 257. 

Chriftianbrown, farm account of, 413 ; its pro¬ 
duce, ib. 

Church-hill, defeription of the village of, 288 ; 
its churches, ib. 

Clement’s Tavern, account of, 394. 

Coal-mine, account ol Mettrs. Graham and 
Slavan's, 63. 

vCoddington, Dr. his banifhment for religious 
tenets, 141 ; purchafed from the Indians 
Aquidneck, now called Rhode Ittand, 142. 
Cooke, Mr. at Annapolis, his chara&er, 296. 
Goolooky Mountains, their cultivation, 123 ; 
price ot land, ib. 

.Copper-mine, defeription of, 244. 
Conttitutions of the Union, and of the various 
States, 652. 


D. 

Dandridge, Mr. travelling companion of the au¬ 
thor, 1 * 01 . 

Delaware, State of, 266; its extent, ib. ; con- 
ftitution and laws, 267 ; its population, 269 ; 
churches, ib. ; exports, ib. ; mode of taxa¬ 
tion, 27 O ; amount of taxes, 271. 

De Witt, a phyttcian, descendant of John De 
Witt, his character, 230. 

Dickifon, - General, his large gift, 263. 
Difmal-Twamp, canal forming at, 7 ; its length, 
ib ; fragments of trees found here, 118. 

Dixes, Mr. 306. 

Dorchefter, county of, 292; its produce, ib. 
Dover, town of, feat of the government of the 
State of Delaware, 272. 

Dover Coal-mine, defeription of 63 ; the farm 
and purchale, ib.; foil moftly land-hone, 1 19. 
Drunkennels, the common vice of the inferior 
Americans, 666 . 

Dupleflis, M. a French officer of valour, 243. 
Duties, Tariff of, 653. 

E. 

Eafton, city of, the capital of the county of 
Northampton, 414; its tttuation, ibid; its 
population, 415 ; trade, ib. ; mills and pro¬ 
duce, ib. .10 

Eddy, Thomas, at New York, hi* character, 

464, 465. 

Elk Town, 352*. 

Ellicot’s Mill, account of the village of, 128. 
Elizabeth’s River, 4. 

Erancy Ittand, 4. 

Euftis, Dr. of Bolton, the Author s high opini¬ 
on of, 204. 

Exetier, its tttuation and buildings, 198 ; its in¬ 
habitants, ib. ; an accademy, ib. 

F. 

Faubonne, M. de, account of, 673. 

Fayette, La, a marble butt ereCted to his me¬ 
mory at Richmond, 32. 

Fell’s Point, 130. ... 

Federal City, origin, hittory, and defeription,3^12. 
Fever, the dreadful elfects of the yellow, at Nor¬ 
folk, 6. . \ , 

Fine on phyttcians inoculating without tne per- 
miffion of the juttices, 40. 

Franklin, Dr. Benjamin, his patriotic fpeech on 
the adoption of the conftitution, 494. 
Fredericktown, the capital of Frederick county, 
124; its tttuation, ib. ; population, 125 ; 
pjroduce, ih» 
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Freehold, townlhip of, 220. 

Frey, Mr. a German, defcription of his inn, 
land, and purchase, 96 , 97. 

Frigates, expence of building, 627. 

Frith, John, a Quaker, account of his farming, 
137; purchafes of his land, ib.; quantity and 
price of his cheefe, ib. 

Fuckenhoe Creek, 64. 

~a. y it jr'.-Ht"-’ f 'b :Y 

G. 

Gallatin, Mr. his opinion of the finances of the 
United States, 556, 56*9. 

Gaming, the ruling paffion of the Virginians, 
39 ; tables publicly kept, and particularly at 
Richmond, ib.; the profeffion of bank-holders 
envied, becaufe profitable, 40; murders fre¬ 
quently enfue, ib. 

Genet, M. recalled by France, 515. 

Germantown, in the county of Philadelphia, de¬ 
fcription of the village of, 391 ; its extent and 
population, ib. ; its cultivation, ib. ; manu¬ 
factory, churches, and fchools, 392. 

Georgetown, 331. 

Gilpm, Mr. a refpe&able merchant in Philadel¬ 
phia, defcription of his paper-mill onBrandy- 
wine Creek, 256 ; of his houfe, 257 ; the 
method of working his mill, and quantity 
made, ib. 

Gloucefter River, 21. 

Gnadenthal Farm, account of, 413 ; its pro¬ 
duce, ib. 

Goochland Court-houfe, account of, 64 ; de¬ 
fcription of a court-day, ib.; the attachment 
of the natives to the French, ib. ; remarks on 
them in general, 65, 66. 

Grant, Mr. 1 ; on board his veffel the Author 
proceeds from Chsrleftown to Norfolk, ib. ; 
particulars of the voyage, ib. 

Gray’s Ferry and Toll-houfe, account of, 246. 

Guillem aid, Mr. and the Author, meet at Nor¬ 
folk, 18 ; at Richmond, 60 ; from thence go 
together to the mountains, 62; he proceeds 
from Newport to providence by land, 140. 

H. 

Haeketflown, defcription of the village of, 420 ; 
its population, ib. ; its produce, ib. 

Hadley, canal at, deferibed, 210. 

Hamilton, Mr. a fedcralift and eminent barnflcr 
at New York, chara&er of, 467. 

Hampton, mail from Norfolk to, the ufual con¬ 
veyance of travellers, 18; bad accommoda¬ 
tions, 19 ; its exports, ib. ; cuftom-houie 
now united to that of Norfolk, ib. 

VOL. IF 


Harper’s Ferry, 109 ; granite found at, 120. 

Haverhill, defcription of the town of, 200 ; 
Ihip-building, ib. ; its population, ib. 

Havre de Grace, 347*. 

Helt, Mr. his account of the exports from Ber* 
mudas Hundred, or City Point, 59 ; remarks 
on it, 60 . 

Heffian Fly, damage done by the, 276, 286. 

Hope, Major, at Belvidere, his eftate, 418 ; for* 
merly proprietor of all the land near there, 
ib.; price of his purchafe, ib. 

Horfes, great lofs of thofe fent from Virginia by 
the Englifh agairift the French iflands, 11 . 

Howard, Colonel, at Kaltimore, his lands let on 
building leales, 130 ; defcription of his houfe, 
131 ; his character, ib. 

Hudfon, defcription of the town of, 21 7 ; its 
population mollly Dutch, ib.; its produ&ion, 
trade, and Ihipping, 218 ; its exports, 219. 

I. 

Jefferfon, Mr. defcription of his beautiful feat 
at Monticello, 69 , 70 ; the culture and ma¬ 
nagement of his land, 72, 73 ; its produce, 
74 ; his character, 77 to 80 inclufive. 

Indian Corn, price of at Marlborough, 205 ; 
near Brockfield, 206; at Weftfield, 211; 
Stockbridge, 212; NewPattz, 233; Brandy¬ 
wine Mills, 254. 

Iron, lingular account of an, between Chefter 
and Wilmington, 248. 

Inoculation, reafons of the Viqrinians againft, 
41. 

K. 

Katlkill, account of the town of, 224 ; its litua- 
ation, 225 ; firft fettlers Dutch, 226 ; its cul¬ 
tivation, 227 . 

Kent, county of, 287 ; its population, ib. 

Kent I hand, defcription of, 2.94 ; its inhabi¬ 
tant, ib. 

Keyffel Town, account of, 93 ; its population, 
r 94. 

Kinderhook, in the State of New York, 216 \ 
its inhabitants moflly Low Dutch, ib.; par¬ 
tial to their own habits, ib. ; cultivation of 
land, ib. 

Kinderhook landing, 216; defcription of the 
village of, 217. 

Kingfton, chief town in Ulfter county, 229 ; 
its then population, ib.; rebuilt next year, 
230; burned by General Vaughan in 17?7> 
ib. ; 230; inhabitants moflly Dutch, ib. ; it* 
traffic, 232. 

Kingfbridge, in the Hland of New York, 243. 

Knox, General, a friend of the Author’s, his 
4 S Cecon 3 
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fecond arrival at his eftate, with remarks 
thereon, 179, 180 ; quits it, and returns by 
fea to Bofton, 184. 

Kofciofko, General, employed in the army of 
General Gates at Saratoga, 468 ; Author’s 
opinion of and friendlhip for, ib. 

Kyrningham, in the Green Mountain, townfhip 
of, 211. 

L. 

Labour, price of at Norfolk, 14; atWoodflock, 
100 ; at Stonningtown, 137 ; near Haver¬ 
hill, 200 ; at Marlborough, 205 ; Spring- 
field, 207 ; Weltfield, 211 ; at Stockbridge, 
212; at Kenderhook, 216 ; at Hudfon, 219 ; 
Katfkill, 225 ; New Patti, 233 ; in Queen 
Ann’s county, 288. 

Land, price of, at Norfolk, 13 ; at Williamf- 
burg, 27 ; at Staunton, 89 ; at KeyfTeltown, 
93 ; Shenandoah Valley, 98 ; at Woodftock, 
100 ; near Harper’s Ferry, 123 ; at Ston¬ 
ningtown, 137 ; near Haverhill, 200 ; near 
Brookfield, 206 ; at Springfield, 207; at 
Kyrningham, 211; at Kinderkook, 216 ; at 
Sperenza, 220; near Katfkill, 223 ; at Kings¬ 
ton, 230 ; at New Pattz, 233. 

- - , produce of the, at Norfolk, 6, 7; at 

Williamfburg, 27; at,Staunton, 89 ; at Fre- 
dericktown, 125 ; at Stonningtown, 137 ; at 
Marlborough, 205 ; near Brookfield, 206 ; 
at Weftfield, 211 ; at Kinderhook, 217; at 
at {kill, 22 / ; at Chcftcr, 286 ; in Queen 
Ann’s county, 288. 

Law* Mr. 336*. 

Laws, of the State of Virginia, againil gaming, 
39 : againft inoculation, 40. 

Lea, Thomas, his opinion on working a corn- 
mill, 253. 

Lehigh Mountains, account of, 397, 422. 

Lime-ft oner-value of, at New York, 231. 
Lindfey, Major, William, Commiffioner of Cuf- 
tom-houfe at Norfolk, 17 ; his civilities to' 
the Author, ib. 

Livkigfton, Edmund, his charadfer as a politi¬ 
cian, 467, 468. 

Livingflons, MefTrs. of New York, proprietors 
of the town of Sperenza, 220. 

London, in the Green Mountains, townfhip of, 

211 . 

Long Ifland, description of, 466; its popula¬ 
tion, ib. 

Lowel, Adjutant-general, his eondudl to the 
Author, 242. 

Lownes, Galeb, character of, 345, 346. 
Lynam, Mr. a member of congreis, his charac¬ 
ter, 209 . 


M. 

Madifon, Bifhop, Prefident at the college at 
Williamfburg, 25 ; occupies the chair of mo¬ 
ral and natural philofophy, ib. ; hislalary, ib. 

Maine, province of, demands to be eredted into 
a feparate State, 527. 

Manchefter, defcription of the village of, 54* 

Manners, delineation of Virginian, 37 to 40, in- 
clufive. 

Marfhall, Mr. John, the moll celebrated coun- 
fellor at Richmond, account of his pradtice* 

&c. 39 ; his charadter, 6l. 

Maryland, State of, houfe robberies frequent, 
281 ; trials by jury, 282 ; poor’s rates levied' 
in each county of, 285 ; depopulation of white 
people, 290 ; the caufe affigned, ib. ; fields 
very large, 291 ; the reafon why, 292 ; poli¬ 
tical opinion of its inhabitants, 293 ; hiltory 
of the Hate, 298, 299 > why called Maryland, 
298 ; its coniftitution, 300 ; its taxes, 301 ; 
qualification for a citizen, 303. 

-general obfervations on, 355*. 

. - -its mineralogy, 362*. 

MafTachufetts, religious perfecutions here gave 
birth to the State of Rhode Ifland, 141 ; 
foundation of the State of MafTachufetts, 151 ; 
oppreffion of the Europeans, 152; caufe of 
quarrels between Indians and fettlers, 153; new 
conflitution 1780, 155; value of a dollar, ib.; 
qualifications of reprelentatives, 156; freedom 
of religion, 157 ; its public fehools, 162 to 
165 ; no flavcs in this commonwealth, 165 ; 
{laves, in 1778, were 18,000; blacks, in 
1790, were 6,000, 166 ; its public debt, 
167 ; public revenues, 168 ; its taxable pro¬ 
perty, ib. ; divided into counties, 170; 
police and laws, ib. ; precautions againft the 
fmall-pox, ib. ; influence of the clergy, ib. ; 
attention of the legiflature, 171; power of the 
lawyers, 172 ; its roads^ 1/3 ; admini(trac¬ 
tion of the poor, 174 ; military cftablifh* 
ments, ib.; general fpirit of the people, 175;.. 
its exports, 177; charadier of its inhabitants, 
2.14,215, 2f6 ; account of an infurredtion, 
555. 

Melhaneck Creeks 69 ^ 

Merrimack River, 200; defcription of the bridge 
over it, il>. 

Merchandize, infpedlion of, at Richmond, par¬ 
ticularly tobacco, alio on James River, 35 ; 
pot-afh at Katfkill, 225. 

Middleton, village of, 2/6# 

Milford, account of the village of, 69 ; a depot 
for the coir modifies of difiant parts of the 
country, 83. 

Military Eflabliflmient > of the United States, 

619,-620; 
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619, 620; pay of artillery and engineers, 621; 

of militia, 623. 

Mills, in Virginia, not good in general, 9 ; one 
atRichmond, turns fix pair of ftones, and pays 
a rent of near 6,000 dollars, 37 ; feveral near 
Exeter, I98 ; three eredted by Major Provoft 
in the townftiip of freehold, 221 ; fixty to 
Eighty at Brandywine, 250. 

Mineralogical obfervations, 118, 119* 243, 244. 

Montgomery Fort, 242. 

Monticello, the beautiful feat of Mr. Jefferfon, 
69, 70. 

Moravians, details refpecfcing them, 397 to 401; 
fettle at the town of Bethlehem, ib.; account 
of the l'ociety, 403 to 407 ; their religion, ib.; 
marriages, 408, 409, 410 ; all Germans or 
defendants of Germans, 411. 

Morriftown, the capital of Morris county, 423 ; 
its population, 424 ; churches, ib. 

Murders, common at the gaming-houfes; which 
are publicly kept in Virginia, 39, 40. 

Mufkinigunk Creek, 421. 

N. 

Nazareth, a Moravian fociety, account of, 412 ; 
its population, ib. 

Negro, defcription of a white, 133, 134. 

Nelfon, General’s houfe at Yorktown, head¬ 
quarters of Lord Cornwallis, 20 ; remains 
unrepaired, ib. 

Newark, defcription of the village of, 423. 

Newburg, in Ulfter county, its population and 
cultivation, 234; its {hipping, ib.; great 
quantity of butter {hipped from, 235. 

Newcaftlc, town of, its houfes, ib.; popula¬ 
tion, 274. 

New Hampfhire, its conftitution, laws, and 
commerce, 188 to 192, incluiive ; its taxes, 
192; roads, 193; its produce, 194; its ton¬ 
nage and population, ib.; its fchools, 196*; 
militia, ib. . 

New Jerfey, hiftorical account of, 425, 426 ; its 
conftitution and laws, 427 to 433, inclufive; 
its commerce 434, 435. 

Newmarket* defcription of, 97* 

New Pattz, inhabitants of French extra&ion, 
232; theiT religion, 233; {lavesallowed, and 
price of {laves, ib. ; lands moftly meadow, 
ib. ; culture -and produce, ib. ; fcarcity of 

water, 234. . 

Newport, Author’s arrival at, 140; falubnty 
of the air, ib.; tombltones, ib. 

Newfpapers, printed at Staunton and Winches¬ 
ter, 91 ; numerous in America in general, 666. 

Newtown, defcription of, 101. 

New Windfor, in Orange county, 23o ; de¬ 
fcription of the town oi, ib. ; its houfes, ib., 


head-quarters of General Wailungton in 1779* 
ib. 

New York Iiland, a college for Prelbyterians, 
235. 

New York, Author’s arrival at, 135; hiftory 
of the State of, 437 ; of the colony, 437, 438 ; 
its prefent conftitution, 438 to 441 ; its taxes, 
441 to 444 ; its civil laws, 444 to 446 ; its 
criminal laws, 446, 447 ; its fchools, 447 to 
449 ; flavery, 449 to 451; its militia, 451, 
432 ; its finances, 453 ; trade and commerce, 
453 to 456 ; defcription of the city and its 
population, 456 to- 459 ; its hofpitals and 
public charities, 460 to 463 ; its banks, 463 ; 
its prifons, 464, 465 ; defcription ©f the 
country around, 465; political opinions, 466 ; 
medical fociety, 665. 

Nicklin, Mr. defcription ©f his villa, 390 ; price 
of its purchafe, ib. 

Niemcewiez, a friend of the great Kofciofko, 
wounded in the memorable affair of Saratoga, 
469 ; his character, ib. 

Norfolk County, its fize and population, 1 48. 

Norfolk, Author’s arrival at the towm of, 2 ; 
defcription of 4 ; burned by Lord Dunmore 
when Governor of Virginia, ib. ; damage in 
fo doing, ib. ; unhealthinefs of the town, 3; 
its great trade, ib. ; exports, 8 ; fmuggling 
partly prohibited, 10 ; animofities between 
the Englifti merchants and Conful, 11 ; prices 
of veftels, 13 ; grammar fchools, ib. ; courts 
of juftice, 14; tan-pit and rope-walk de- 
feribed, ib. ; defcription of the country 
around, 15; its churches, 17; moll of the 
colonifts from St. Domingo fettled here, ib.; 
the caufe, ib. ; generofity of the natives, ib. 

Northgarden Mountains, account of, 86; wine 
made at, 87. 

North River, account of, 236; Weft Point, its 
narrowest paflage, where General Arnold in¬ 
tended to betray General Clinton, 23 7 ; its 
ftrong fortifications, ib.; is the ftation of the 
corps of artillerifts and engineers of the United 
States, 238 : an arfenal, 241. 

O. 

Olive, Mr. deferipton of his villa and pleafare,- 
grounds, 465. 

OpofTum, defcription of an, 421. 

O{home’s, a village between Richmond and Pe~ 
terfiburg, 54. 

Oxen, price of a pair at Williamfburg, 2 7 ; 
Brookfield, 206; at Weftfield, 211 ; at Stock- 
bridge, 212; at New Wmdibiy 236; at 
Springhoufe, 394. 

Oxfordforge, 419* 
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P. 

Palmer, 207 ; its fituation and culture, ib. 

Paftaik River, defcription of, 435. 

Patterfon, William, one of the judges of the fu- 
preme court, his character, 436. 

Patterfon, town of, 435. 

Patuxent River, 14S ; the bridge, five miles from 
Providence, is the boundary of the State of 
Rhode lfland, ib.; its cotton-works, founde- 
ries, anchor-forges, &c. ib. 

Peale, Mr. his mufeum of minerals and animals, 
385. 

Peatfon’s Inn, account of, 97. 

Penn, William, his patent, 322; his arrival on 
the banks of the Delaware, ib. ; frames the 
conftitution in 1682, 324 ; again in 1683, 
ib. ; a difpute with Lord Baltimore, and re¬ 
turns to England, ib. ; arrives in I699> and 
refumes his government, 325 ; in 1701, fixed 
the conftitution till the revolution, ib. 

Pennfylvania, State of, its origin, 321 to 325, 
inclufive; its conftitution after the revolu¬ 
tion, 226, 327 ; the number of its reprefenta- 
tives in 1/89* 326; the prefent conftitution 
of 1790, and its qualifications, 327, 328 ; its 
laws and courts of judicature, 329, 3 30, 3 31 ; 
code of civil laws, 331 to 336 ; its criminal 
laws and prilons, 336 to 339 • the labour and 
management of prifoners, 339 to 346; pri- 
fons iubjeCt to a committee, 346 ; of whom 
eonftituted, 347 ; table of the numbers and 
dalles of convi&s, 349 ; obfervations thereon, 
350; its police laws, 351, 352, 353 ; military 
laws, 353, 354 ; laws relative to the adminil- 
tration, 354, 355, 356; relative to finance, 356 
to 360 ; refpetfting the ftate of public lands, 
360 to 364; commerce of Pennfylvania, 364. 

Peterfburg, town of, 54; its produce, ib.; ex- j 
ports, ib. ; corn-mills, 55 ; no church, 56. ; 

Philadelphia, Author’s arrival at the city of, 
333 ; its foundation, 323 ; its population in 
1684, ib. ; in 1685, ib. ; its freedom of reli¬ 
gion, ib. ; exports, 365 to 368 ; to where ex¬ 
ported, and their value, 369 ; duties paid at 1 
the cuftom-houfe, 370; account of veftels ar¬ 
rived and failed from the port, ib. ; price of 
freight, 371 rates of infurance, 372, 373 ; 
price of {hip-building, ib.; defcription of the 
city, its hofpitals, markets, &c. 376 to 381, 
inclufive; its taxes, £31 ; price of labour, 
382 ; manners of its inhabitants and amufe- 
ments, 383 to 386 ; places of worfhip, 387; 
fchools, ib.; Author quits this city, 390 ; 
account of the return of the militia from 
Pittfburg, 633, 634. 

Phyftcians, in Virginia, badly paid, 39» 


Pifquefi Creek, 416, 420. 

Planks, price of, at Katfkill, 226. 

Plume, Mr. account of his rope-walk and tan- 
pits, 14. 

Poor’s Rate, firft introduced into Virginia from 
England, 28. 

Poplar Spring, 126. 

Portfmouth, defcription of the town of, 5 ; a 
fmall market and church, 6 ; communica¬ 
tion from to Norfolk, 15 ; temperature of 
the air, 16 ; its exports, 193 ; imports, ib, ; 
houfes moftly of wood, 199 * 

Potafh, price of, at Katfkill, 225. 

Poughkeepfie, famous for horfe-racing, 226. 

Potomack, falls of, 334*. 

Prefqu’ile, the plantation of Mr. Davies Ran¬ 
dolph, at City Point or Burmuda’s hundred, 
56; his dwelling-houde, 57; liis judicial ma¬ 
nagement and cultivation, ib. his fale of fifh, 
58 ; his price of the plantation, &c. which is 
for fale, ib. 

Prevoft, Major, fon of the General, defcription 
of his houfe and family, 220 ; has erected 
three mills, 221. 

Providence, town of, 146; its trade, 143 ; ex¬ 
ports, ib. ; manufactory of cannons and an¬ 
chors, ib. 

Providence Plantation, in Rhode lfland, fo 
named by Roger Williams after his banifh- 
ment, 141 ; its trade and exports, 143. 


Q. 

Quakers, raife a colony at Rhode lfland, 142 ; 
their perfections, 143 ; in no part of Ame¬ 
rica retain flaves, Author’s high opinion of,. 
670, 67L 

Quakerftown, account of the village of, 395 ^ 
its population, ib. ; its produce, ib. 

Queen Ann’s County, its foil and cultivation* 
288 ; its population, 292 . 

Queenftown, delcriptioi* of, 294. 

R* 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, his extenfive grants in Vir¬ 
ginia, from Queen Elizabeth, 50; his misfor¬ 
tunes, and the lofs of his colonies, 61. . 

Randolph, Edmond, a counfellor at Richmond, 
38. 

Redout creek, 229 . 

Religious perfections, Roger Williams, 14.1;. 
Do&or Coddington, ib; Quakers and Ana- 
baptifts, 142. > 

Reynard, Mr. a tavern keeper, his farm, 422; 
his civility to the Author, ib* . > 

Rhode 
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Rhode ffland, Rate of, 141 ; its legiflative af- 
fembly, 142; its laws, 144; its taxes, 144, 
145; its prifon, 146. 

Richmond, defcription of the town of, 30; of 
the capitol, 31 ; coft of its building, ib.; fta- 
tue of General Wafhington, done by Houdon, 
a native of France, 32.; a marble buft of 
Monf. La Fayette, by the fame artift, ib.; 
its population and trade, ib.; its merchants 
deal in bills of exchange, 33 ; great ufury, ib.; 
Author’s departure from, 53 ; defcription of 
the bridge, ib. 

Richmond canal, defcription of, 34. 

Rieux, Plumard de, interefting account of, 67 ; 
price of his land, &c. 6*8* 

Roads, how repaired, in Virginia, 48 ; in the 
Rate of Maftachufetts, 173; in the Rate of 
Pennfylvania* 355. 

Roanoke, ifle 0f> 51 • 

Rochefontaine, Monf. do, accommodates the 
Author and Mr. Guillemard with a barge, 
241. 

Rockfifh mountain-, defcription of, 87; a bad 


inn^ ib. 


Rouere, Monf. a diftrefled Frenchman, relieved 
by Major Prevoft, 221 ; purchafes a fmall 
farm at Hudfon, and fettles there, 222; his 
character, ib. 

Rulh, Dr. of Philadelphia, character of, 379- 
Riiffel, in the green mountains, townlhip of, 
211 . 


S. 


Sagodus creek, 229- « 

Sedgwick, Mr. a member of the Lnited States, 
counfel for {laves, 166 ; his plea, ib.; meets 
the Author at Stockbridge, 212. 

Seight, Mr. a lawyer at Newburg, his civilities 
to the Author, 236. 

Semes, a negro, 30 or 35 years of age, learned 
to write and read unaided, 15. 

Shenandoah, valley and river of, 97. 

Sheriffs, of all the counties, collectors of all the 
taxes, 47; their fecurity and comimffion,ib. 

Ship-building, price of, at Norfolk, 13-jL*^*" 
verhill, 200; at Hudfon, 218; at Katftnll, 
226 ; at Philadelphia, 373. 

Smith, Colonel, a (hopkeeper at Springfield* ac¬ 
count of bis caft iron manufactory, 209 . . 

Societies, account of the different, in America, 
669 

Somerfet, county of, 292; its produce, .b. 

Sperenza, account of the town of, 21J, the 

property of Meff. Lmngftons ib. 

Springs, mineral, in the neighbourhood of 
Staunton, 90; fweet m the county of Bote¬ 


tourt, 91; quite cold at James river, ib.; 
mineral near Haeketftown, 420. 

Springfield, defcription of the village of, 207; 
its produce, ib.; an arfenal and magazines, 
208 ; its trade and manufactories* 209 . 

Springfield, Weft, account of the townihip of, 
210; its population, ib.; its produce, ib. 

Staunton, defcription of, 89 ; its houfes, 39 ; 
its population, 91 ; tan-yard and market, 
ib.; Prefbyterian church, 92 ; its inhabitants 
fond of gaming, ib.; manners of the.people 
fimilarto thole of Richmond, 93. 

Stockbridge, defcription of the town of, 212 ; 
its cultivation and produce, ib*; fervants’ 
wages, ib. 

Stonningtown, a fea-port in Connecticut, 136; 
its extent and population, ib.; famous for 
cheefe, ib.; its land tolerably good, 137; its 
produce, 138 ; a fmall fifhery, ib.; tax for 
lchools, 139; admiration of the French, ib. 

Sony point, which General Wayne took from 
the Englifh at the point of the bayonet, 243. 

Suftex, population of the county of, 422. 


Talbot, county of, 292 ; its produce, ibid. 

Taxes, account of the, at Williamfburg, 27 ; 
in Virginia, 46; at Rhode Idand, 144, 145; 
in the State of Maftachufetts, 170; in the 
State of Delaware, 269 to 2? I ; at Maryland, 
301, 302; in the State of Penfylvania, 356, 
357; Philadelphia, 381; at Bethlehem, 401; 
at New York, 441 to 444. 

Thayer, Mr. at Providence, a friend of the Au¬ 
thors, 146; his character, 147; a lineal de¬ 
fendant of Roger Williams the founder of 
Providence plantation, 147 ; his houfe on the 
fame fpot that his progenitor cut down the 
firft free and ereCted the firft hut, ibid. 

Thomas, Mr. latehrench Conful at Baltimore, 
anecdote of, 128. 

Thomaftown, in the county of Lincoln, Au¬ 
thor’s fecond arrival at, 128. 

Thylraan, Colonel, account of his houfe, 289; 
its {ituation, ib. ; cultivation ot his land/lb. ; 
his charader, 294. 

Tobacco, culture of, at Wood s tavern, 84, 8:?, 
86; near Frederickftown, 125 ; near South- 
river, 304. 

Trade, comparifon of the, between Norfolk 
and Portfmouth, 5. 

Trees, fpecies of, at Yorktown, 19; at Wil- 
liamfburg, 23; in Virginia, 121; on Dr. 
Warton’s farm, 259; in the county of Dor- 
chefter* 293 ; near Belvidcre, 419- 
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Intetefting Bookspublijhedby R> PHILLIPS^ No. 71. St. Paul's Church-Yard. 


TWO NEW AND IMPORTANT SCHOOL-BOOKS. 

This day was publifhed a Second Edition, price 4 s. 6 d. bound, with the ufual allowance to Schools, 

embellifhed witha beautiful Frontifpiece, 

I. THE BRITISH NEPOS; or YOUTH’S MIRROR : Being feleX'Lives of illuftrious Britons, 
who have been didinguifhed by their virtues, talents, or remarkable progrefs in life, with incidental 
and practical reflexions. Written purpofely for the ufe of Schools, and carefully adapted to the 
fituations and capacities of Youth. 

By WILLIAM MAVOR, LL. D. 

Vicar of Hurley, Berkfhire, and Chaplain to the Earl of Dumfries. 

The following Critical Approbations cannot fail to fatisfy Parents and Tutors of the Propriety of 
placing Dr. Mavor s Britijh Id epos in the hands of their refpeftive Children and Pupils. 

u In prefenting this work to the Public, Dr. Mavor has made a valuable and much wanted addi* 
tion to the School library. To Britidi Hidory, Chronology, and Biography, the attention of the 
Britifh Youth ought to be awakened ; and while we give Dr. Mavor the praife and credit which 
are due to him for his agreeable Biographical Manual, we would recommend it to the Madersof ail 
our refpeXable Schools. It is pleafingly written, and the refleXions interfperfed are calculated to in- 
fpire a love of pure and generous principles. Embracing the mod eventful and important periods of 
Englifh Stoiy, this rich variety of biographical matter muft prove acceptable to young readers, and 
to iuch as third for knowledge. The example of the good and wife has always been confidered as 
conducive to virtue, and Dr. Mavor’s mode of ftudying biography mud give it peculiar efficacy.” 

Monthly Review, June . 

(i The Biography of illudrious men deferves a more didinguifhed rank than it has hitherto occu¬ 
pied in the fydem of Britidi education. We think Dr. Mavor’s Nepos has many advantages to re¬ 
commend it to extenfive circulation. It is compendious, and includes thole prominent charaXers 
of Britifh excellence with which it is chiefly deiirable for our Youth to be acquainted. The ftyle in 
which the Lives are written mayjudly be.commended.” Critical Review, April. 

From the plan and execution of this work, I am warranted in giving it a drong recommendation, 
as being mod admirably calculated to cherifh the bed and mod tried' principles in young minds. 
The perfons whofe memoirs this judicious Biographer has feleXed for the improvement and enter¬ 
tainment of Young Perfons, are thofe who have filled up the mod important dations in Society, 
with the greated glory to themfelves and advantage to the State. The aXions of thefe great men 
are told in a plain and pleafing manner, and, what is no fmall difficulty in a work adapted for 
juvenile capacities, the incidental refleXions fuggeded bv particular circumdances or traits of cha- 
raXer, are fo naturally made, that the reader cannot but feel the eflfeX of the example, with a force 
equal to ihe pleafure excited by the dory.” 

Chriflian Spectator, No. IX. 

Alfo by the SAME AUTHOR, and of the fame Size and Price, 

II. NATURAL HISTORY, for the ufe of Schools; founded on the Linn^ean Arrangement of 
Animals; with popular defcriptions in the manner of Goldfmith and Buffon. 

Illultrated by Forty-fix Copperplates, reprefenting One Hundred and Fifty of the mod curious 

ObjeXs. 

“ Natural Hidory is a dudv particularly fuited to Children ; it cultivates their talents for observa¬ 
tion, applies to objeXs within their reach, and to objeXs which are every day intereding to them.’’ 

Edgeworth on Practical Education. 

“ It is to be regretted that Buffon, with all his excellencies, is abfolutely inadmiffible into the 
library of a young Lady, both on account of his immodedy and his impiety. Goldfmith’s Hidory 
of Animated Nature has many references to a-divine Author. It is to be wifhed that fome perfon 
would publiih a new Edition of this Work purified from the indelicate and offenfive parts.” 

Mfs Moke’s Strictures on Female Education . 

III. ROMULUS, or a TRADITION OF ANCIENT TIMES. Tranflation from the Ger¬ 
man of AUGUSTUS LA FONTAINE, the mod edeemed of the modern German Novelifts ; by 
the Rev. P. Will, Minider of the German Congregation, in the Savoy. In Two Volumes duodeci¬ 
mo. Price Eight Shilling in boards. 
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